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Dear Comrades 

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge. 

March’s edition of Challenge greets International Women’s Day 2019! The YCL’s IWD 2019 statement highlights that the fight for women’s liberation is far from complete and in fact faces new threats in 2019 (pp. 12-13). Each and every comrade must strengthen their understanding of what women’s liberation means and how we intend to achieve it. 

The League ran a social media campaign in a month long build up to IWD 
2019 highlighting the exemplary role of Communist and revolutionary 
women. This edition carries the first article on Clara Zetkin (pp.10-11) but make sure you read through the whole series at www.ycl.org.uk. 

    

This month's edition also carries excellent contributions from our sister Women's Communist youth organisations in Syria and France. Khaled Bakdash, of the : . Syrian Communist Youth Union provides an update on the situation there liberation (pp.14-15).The MJCF analyse the class character of the insurgent Gilet is far from Jaunes movement (pp.16-17). 

We also have thought provoking and inspiring pieces from comrades in complete our Glasgow and Edinburgh branches on the Communist approach to and in fact community work in relation to housing (pp.22-24) and homelessness (p.21). AIlYCL members should closely analyse the lessons of these accounts and faces new see how they can be implemented in their communities, 

threats in Let's carry forward the energy and momemntum of our Congress and the first months of 2019 and ensure we make it a year of success, growth and 2019 advance for the YCL! 

  

| am also pleased to announce that Challenge is recruiting for its editorial, production and distribution team! If youre interested in getting involved 
please email challenge@ycl.org.uk 

In comradeship 

Johnnie Hunter 

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through 
writing articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t 
hesitate to get in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or 
writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, CRO IBD. 
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YCL commemorates Holocaust 
Memorial Day 2019 
The Executive Committee 
of the Young Communist 
League released the 
following statement to 
mark Holocaust Memorial 
Day 2019. 

n 27 January we 
remember the 
liberation of Auschwitz 

by the Soviet Red Army, on 
this day in 1945. 

We remember the 
countless ordinary people, 
victims of the Nazi death 
machine. 

We remember the brave 
ordinary people who were 
freedom fighters. 

Throughout Europe 
the working people made 
unimaginable sacrifices to 
stand against Nazi-fascism, 
even under conditions of 
occupation and invasion, from 

Bulgaria to Britain. 
In Britain we faced 

starvation and ruin, but our 
people tirelessly put out the 
fires and resisted until the 
Nazi beast was stopped dead 
in its tracks. 

Jews, gypsies, the disabled, 
ethnic minorities, LGBT, 
Communists, socialists and. 
trade unionists were rounded 
up. Those who were not 
tortured, gassed, beheaded and 
shot were worked to death 
in the slave labour of giant 
German corporations like 
Siemens. 

Today not only do we 
remember the millions of 
those murdered and those 
who fought for them. 

We remember that 
the resolve of all decent, 
democratic and peace-loving 
people was that never again 

would we allow such a 
bloodbath. 

It was a capitalist crisis, 
and banks and corporations, 
even British ones, that fed and 
led the Nazi Party to power 
in Germany in spite of the 
horrific consequences. 

It is capitalism today 
that feeds the rise of far- 
right forces in austerity and 
economic crisis, with EU, US 
and British imperialism using 
them as proxies. 

Not only is it the 
people who will suffer the 
consequences of this madness 
if it is allowed to pass once 
again. 

It is the people who united 
must stand against racism and 
fascism in all their forms, and 

build a better world, one that 
honours the memory of those 
killed in war, by Nazi-fascism 

and the Holocaust. 
In their memory, we say 
No Pasaran! 
Fascism will not pass again! 

Executive Committee 
Young Communist 
League 

27 January 2019 

  

Mark Ashton 1960 - 1987 
The Executive Committee 
of the Young Communist 
League released the 
following statement to 
commemorate the death 
of former YCL General 
Secretary Mark Ashton. 

Mark Ashton died on this 
day in 1987 at the age of 26. 

Mark is famous for 
founding the group Lesbians 
and Gays Support the Miners- 
popularised in the film Pride. 
Many do not know that Mark 
was General Secretary of the 

Young Communist League 
from 1985 to 1986. His work 
as a Gay Activist was hugely 
important for the wider 
labour movement and helped 
to change many worker's 
perceptions of the LGBT 
community. This was especially 
crucial given the AIDS crisis at 
the time and the devastating 
effects of Thatcher’s 
government on working class 
communities.Ashton’s ability 
to use and develop class 
analysis in the fight for gay 
rights was key to his work as 

a communist. He believed and 
fought to convince people 
that the fight for LGBT rights 
cannot exist in abstract from 
the wider labour movement 
and fought to develop class 
consciousness among the 
LGBT Community. 

If he were alive today he 
would have stood shoulder to 
shoulder with his comrades 
in the Communist movement 
rejecting the corporatisation 
of Pride and the demand for 
the “pink pound”. 

We must continue to push 

for a class analysis of LGBT 
Issues in his memory. 

Interested in getting 
involved in the Communist 
Party and YCL’s LGBT 
Commission? Email office@ 
ycl.org.uk 

Executive Committee 
Young Communist 
League 

11 February 2019 
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YCL Statement in response to 
Vandalism of Marx’s Grave 

The Executive Committee 
of the YCL has released 
the following statement in 
response to the cowardly 
vandalism of the grave 
of history’s greatest 
philosopher, Karl Marx. 

or the second time in 
two weeks we have seen 
Marx’s grave attacked and 

vandalised in London. 
Whilst we are more 

concerned with the tangible 

impact of Marx’s work, we 

cannot sit idly by while anti- 
communists attack the graves 
of those that inspire us. 

This attack is an indication 
of Marx’s resurgence in 
influence across Britain and 
across the globe- we are on 
the march again. 

The YCL unequivocally 
condemns the act of those 
who seek to fight against us 
but are too weak to carry 
out these attacks in person. 

In recent years we have seen 
fascists and anti-communists 
grow in confidence- we must 
unite across the Labour 
Movement to ensure that the 
confidence, which acts like this 
will inspire, is quelled before it 
can fully develop. 

We will fight fascism 
wherever it rears its ugly head, 
whether this is in Highgate 
Cemetery, our workplaces or 
the football terraces. More 
than this, we must continue 

to use the teachings of Marx, 

among others, to continue 
our campaigning in unions, 

anti-fascist organisations and 
solidarity groups. 

Yes to carrying on the 
teachings of Marx. 

No to anti-communism. 

Executive Committee 
Young Communist 
League 

16 February 2019 

YCL Statement on Climate 
School Strikes 

Statement of the 
Executive Committee of 
the Young Communist 
League on the School 
Strikes against climate 
change. 

T eer salutes the youth 
of Britain, including our 

own members, and the 
young people around the 
world participating in today’s 
School Strike. 

This protest should serve 
as an inspiration to spur us 
on to greater action and 
resistance. 

There is no denying the 
facts any longer, the planet 
is warming. Destructive and 
catastrophic weather events 
are increasing in frequency and 
severity. The world stands on 

a tipping point. Unless there is 
fundamental change now, the 
world as we understand it, will 
cease to exist. 

During today’s School 
Strike there have been many 
banners and slogans, some 
serious, some humorous. 
The time for sloganeering 
however, is over. The youth 
of Britain and all the young 
people across the world out 
today demand that our world 
leaders act now to make a 
stand against climate change. 

The YCL and the 
international Communist 
movement go further. We 
recognise that what is required 
is a systematic shift in our 
society. 

We must make a break 
with capitalism which is 

destroying the planet. 
Capitalism has proven itself 
unwilling and unable to save 
our planet. 

Climate change is a class 
issue. The world’s richest 
10% account for 50% of 
fossil-fuel emissions, with the 
poorest 50% accounting for 
just 10%. Just 100 companies 
have accounted for 70% of 
greenhouse gas emissions 
since 1988, Unless we change, 
the human story will end 
almost as soon as it started on 
a poisoned earth. 

It is the duty of socialists 
to bring the environmental 
movement, inspiringly led by so 
many young people today, and 
the labour movement together. 
If we fail in this task, then the 
environmental movement will 

be incapable of bringing about 
the systemic change the planet 
needs. Similarly if the labour 
movement continues to ignore 
the issue it will continue to 
lose touch with the youth of 
our class. 

Time for our planet is 
running out. Our enemy is 
strong. However we know that 
the power of working people 
is insurmountable. It is up to 
the youth to lead this fight. 

We demand a future! 
The only future there can 

be is socialist! 

Executive Committee 
Young Communist 
League 

15 March 2019 
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CP Gen Sec protests to Suda- 
nese government at inhuman 
treatment of prisoners 

ommunist Party 
General Secretary 
wrote today to the 

Ambassador of Sudan to 
protest at the inhuman 
treatment of prisoners being 
held in Sudan and to demand 
their immediate release. 
Elderly prisoners have now 
been held without access to 
medical assistance, medicines 
or their families for over 
a month. Their lives are 
reported to be in danger. 

Robert Griffiths wrote: 
lam writing to ask that you 

convey to your government 

our strongest protest 
against the maltreatment 
of elderly and vulnerable 
prisoners,maltreatment that is 
immediately threatening their 
lives. 

We refer to the denial of 
medicines and medical access 
to two elderly prisoners with 
serious medical conditions 
who have been held in prison 
for the past month. They 
are members of the Central 
Committee of the Sudanese 
Communist Party, Fathi Fadhi 
and Ali Saeed. 

We ask that their families 

be allowed to visit them with 
medical personnel. 

We also ask that you 
convey to your government 
our grave concern that the 
arrest yesterday of Faiza 
Ibrahim Nugud, a member of 
the Central Committee and in 
her eighties, as well as other 
women who went to protest. 

These policies are in gross 
violation of all international 
protocols for the treatment of 
prisoners. 

We call for their immediate 
release. 

These arrests are part of 

a major wave of repression 
by the government in face 
of growing mass protests 

against the doubling of the 
prices of basic necessities and 
anger at the brutal response 
of the regime. Mr Griffiths 
called on all labour movement 
organisations to make similar 

protests to save the lives of 
these political prisoners. 

Communist Party 

111 Feburary 2019 

‘Support students in the fight for 
their future’, Communists urge 

ritain’s Communists fully 
Breer this Friday's 

strike by school students 
demanding action against 
global warming, the party's 
Political Committee declared 
at its meeting on Wednesday 
evening (February | 3). 

‘The young will inherit 
the planet and so they have 
every right to insist that vital 
steps to avoid catastrophic 
climate change must begin 
immediately’, Tony Conway 
told the meeting. He urged 
pupils across Britain to join 
those in more than 40 towns 
and cities already planning to 
hold local protests. 

‘The UN 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change has again 
warned that “extraordinary 

transformations” are urgently 
needed in industry, transport, 
energy, construction, land use 
and carbon capture to avert 
disastrous levels of storm 
damage, disease, famine and 
migration by the middle of the 
century’, Mr Conway pointed 
out. 

‘Only a socialist system 
can-ensure the large-scale 
economic planning, public 
investment, public ownership 
and international solidarity 
that will be essential to 
save the planet for future 
generations’, he added. 

The CP Political 
Committee said humanity now 
faces a stark choice between 
‘corporate monopolies, market 
forces and capitalism’s ruthless 
drive for profit’ on the one 

hand and ‘socialism which puts 
people and the planet first’ on 
the other. 

Mr Conway, who convenes 
the Communist Party's 
Anti-Racism Anti-Fascism 
Commission, also urged trade 
unions to ensure that Stand 
Up to Racism’s conference in 
London on February 23 marks 
an escalation in the resistance 
to far-right violence and 
xenophobia in Britain. 

CP International Secretary 
John Foster called on 
Labour MPs and progressive 
movements to protest against 
the British Tory government's 
complicity in the vicious 
repression of democratic 
opposition forces in Sudan. 

‘Communists and other 
anti-dictatorship leaders are 

in prison facing torture and 
death while the British state 
arms and trains the military 
and police forces who put 
them there’, he accused. 

Communist Party 

14 February 2019 
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London District CP on Inde- 
pendent Group deserters 

ondon District and Mike Gapes represent The voters in their New Labour with support 
[cari Party has London constituencies Steve constituencies have a right to for the politics of austerity, 

called for former Labour —_ Johnson Secretary of London be represented by someone privatisation and imperialist 
MPs who have resigned to CPB pointed out that all were committed to the manifesto wars of intervention. 
join the so called Independent _ elected on a left-wing anti- they voted for. It is clear 
Group to resign their seats austerity Labour manifesto however that this so called London District 
and stand in a by-election. which included a commitment _ initiative to create a centre Communist Party 
Noting that three of the MPs to accept the EU referendum _—_ ground is nothing more 
Joan Ryan, Chuka Ummuna, result. than an attempt to recreate 4 March 2019 

Communist response to EU 
heads of government meeting 

esponding today (March © EU Commissioners are even provoked. Instead, we need any future left-led Labour 
22) to the EU heads of instructing MPs as to how they — to seek out Remain voters government. There’s a pressing 
overnment meeting should vote next week. who respect the outcome need to bring workers 

and statement on Britain’s What more is needed of democratic votes, those together. Whether people 
relationship with the EU, to illustrate the power of who fear EU power yet voted Leave or Remain there’s 
Communist Party general the EU opposed to popular voted Remain and those who a General Election soon that 
secretary Robert Griffiths said: sovereignty? This weekend, wrongly believe the EU is a has to be won and it only.can 

‘Thursday evening’s many thousands of Remain force for unity and patiently be if we are united’. 
circus in Brussels has left supporters will march. The explain its true character and 
parliamentary democracy in Communist Party urges role.Wherever possible, Leave Communist Party 
a precarious state, with the members and supporters, supporters should establish 
governments of Germany and indeed all who voted Leave, street stalls or hold meetings 22.March 2019 
France telling us when we to refrain from invective and to show that continuing 
can leave and on what terms. not allow themselves to be membership would jeopardise 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF BRITAIN 

FOR PEACE AND SOCIALISM  
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The struggle to defend, develop and advance our democratic rights 
now is key to the long-term struggle for socialism, argues YCL General 
Secretary JOHNNIE HUNTER 

emocracy is among 

D: highest virtues of 
human society. It is 

little surprise then that various 
sides in the Brexit debate 
in Scotland have sought to 
ground their arguments in 
‘respect for democracy’ and 
‘respect for the will of the 
people’. 

On the one hand those 
that advocate exiting the 
European Union argue that the 
result of the 2016 Referendum 
must be respected by 
delivering Brexit. 

In opposition, last weekend 
also witnessed the escalation 
of a campaign to frustrate the 
referendum result, the so- 
called People’s Vote campaign. 
This campaign has sought to 
surreptitiously masquerade as 
a fight for democracy. 

Scotland has also seen 
arguments, principally 
voiced by the SNP and their 
hangers-on, that there should 

be a second independence 
referendum. 

The fact is that the only 
result which can truly deliver 
a democratic outcome — 
both in respect of the 2016 
referendum and for Scotland’s 
future — is a People’s Brexit. 

While democracy under 
capitalism is deeply corrupted 
and flawed, it is a key political 
and ideological battleground. 
The struggle to defend, 
develop and advance our 
democratic rights now is key 
to the long term struggle for 
socialism. 

The Brexit referendum 
result was the biggest 
democratic expression of the 
peoples of Britain to date. 
The corrupting actions of 
mainstream politicians or the 
media do not vitiate this. 

Against this backdrop 
we can readily identify. why 
both the People’s Vote and 
a second independence 
referendum would represent 
an antidemocratic turn for the 
people of Scotland. 

Remainers regularly 

Where a 
referendum 
produces a 
problematic 
result for the 
neoliberal bloc it 
will employ one 
of two options: 
re-run the vote 
or ignore it. 

  

question how a second 
referendum could possible be 
undemocratic. Surely another 
vote on equivalent terms to 
the first would simply be a 
further democratic expression 
of the same significance and 
validity? 

This position totally 
ignores the historical use 
and abuse of the referendum 
process by the European 
Union.Where a referendum 
produces a problematic result 
for the neoliberal bloc it will 
employ one of two options: 
re-run the vote or ignore it. 

The tactic of re-running 
referenda which produce an 
anti-EU result is longstanding. 

In 1992 Denmark rejected 
the Maastricht Treaty in a 
referendum. The Maastricht 
Treaty, which required 
ratification in all member 
states, greatly increased the 
powers of the EU and laid the 
basis for the Euro currency. 
The Danish referendum was 
re-run in 1993 producing a 

,



DECEPTION: Theresa May’s.G 
EU bureaucracy have soud 
‘negotiations’ in an effort tg 

pro-Maastricht result. 
In 2001 Ireland rejected 

the Nice Treaty, which 
increased EU powers and 
prepared for eastward 
expansion. The 2002 Irish 
referendum produced the 
‘right result’. 

It would be Ireland’s 
turn to re-run its vote again 
in 2009 after rejecting the 
Lisbon Treaty the previous 

year. The Lisbon Treaty itself 
represented the biggest 
antidemocratic trick by the EU 
in circumventing referendum 
results in both France and the 
Netherlands 

The 2005 European 
Constitution had been 
rejected by voters in both 
France and the Netherlands. 
Further referendums were 
abandoned. The Constitution 
was repackaged as the Lisbon 
Treaty which only required 
a referendum in Ireland as a 
result of their constitution. 
Dutch and French voters, 
and voters in every other EU 
country, were not given a say. 

The tactic of the EU 

ermmen 

bureaucracy and compliant 
governments across Europe is 
well established. If at first you 
don’t succeed: frustrate the 
alternative, pour resources 
into pro EU campaigns, 
demoralise the electorate and 
re-run the vote. To date it has 
been entirely effective. 

The matter of a second 
independence referendum is 
simple. The Scottish people 
have a right to national self- 
determination. Should the 
people democratically opt to, 
we may assert ourselves as an 
independent nation. 

In.the 2014 referendum 
the Scottish people chose to 
remain part of Britain. Ina 
democratic polity certain areas 
often vote differently to the 
ultimate outcome. Does that 
call into question the whole 
basis of that polity? 

It does not. The Scottish 
people did not vote to remain 
part of Britain on this proviso. 
We voted to remain part of a 
greater polity which may from 
time to time vote differently 
and to accept that result. 

Onju 
@bscure and co 

So will the Scottish people 
and the peoples of Britain 
allow democracy to be 
subverted in 2019? The choice 
lies with us. 

Intimidating and sowing 
disinformation then forcing 
a re-run of a vote in short 
order doesnot constitute a 
democratic expression. We 
wouldn’t accept it ina council 

election. Why should it be 
accepted on the international 
stage? 

The only way that we can 
respect democracy is to exit 
the EU.This should be done 
on the most favourable terms 
to working people 

The risk of failing to do 
so is significant. The Brexit 
vote directly resulted in the 
collapse of support for UKIP 
and elements of the far right. 
A Brexit reversal could result 
in them garnering new and 
increased support. 

Looking to the future, a 
full Brexit offers the chance 
to massively enhance the 
democratic rights of the 
Scottish people. 

  
Brexit would transfer 

decision-making powers 
in 64 areas of policy from 
the EU and its Commission 
to the Scottish Parliament. 
These areas include state 
aid to industry, public sector 
procurement, rail franchises, 
equalities and the environment. 

We would have the 
opportunity to rebuild 
Scotland and Britain free from 
the neoliberal constraints and 
diktat of the EU Commission. 
This. will all be subject to 
winning the struggle and 
battles of ideas here. That 
struggle starts now with the 
fight for a democratic Brexit 
result. 

We cannot allow Brexit 
to be another EU re-run. 
Democracy and national 
sovereignty must begin to 
triumph after years in Brussels’ 
cold shadow. 

Johnnie Hunter is 
General Secretary of 
the Young Communist 
League. 

ener emus arenmmmer mem



    ree eye 

NiEMCnione 
Women s 
XOWY 

he Young Communist 
League sends greetings 
and solidarity to the 

women of Britain and the 
world on International 
Working Women’s Day 2019. 

In 2019, the media and 
politicians consistently present 
the battle for women’s 
liberation in Britain as largely 
having been won. The view that 
is presented is that, by and 
large, subject to some minor 

issues and tinkering around 
the edges, the fight for equality 
is essentially complete. 

Britain’s Young Communists 
reject this view. We recognise 
that in Britain’s society, women 
face structural and systemic 
oppression. Working class 
women face exploitation and 
injustice in all facets of their 
lives, economic, social and 
political. For those prepared 
to look at British society from 
an honest perspective this is 
obvious. The Young Communist 
League recognises that only a 
socialist society, free from the 
exploitation of one person 
by another, can deliver true, 
meaningful equality and 
women’s liberation. 

Exploitation, oppression 
and injustice 

One of the most well 
documented examples of the 
exploitation of women is in 
the economic sphere. This is 
a fact that is accepted even 
among the’ capitalist press and 
right wing politicians. 

Women in Britain today 
are paid 17.9% less than men. 

Women will effectively ‘stop 
being paid’ on 2 November 
2019 this year, so called Equal 
Pay Day.The facts speak for 
themselves. The rate at which 
the gender pay gap is shrinking 
has stalled since the 2008 
Financial Crisis and in some 
sectors it has even grown. 

The 2008 Financial Crisis 
also precipitated a decade of 
austerity policies. Austerity, 
which has inflicted misery on 
working people across Britain, 
has disproportionately affected 
women. Last year a House of 
Commons report found that 
86% of the Tories cruel cuts to 
spending had fallen on women. 
Women are more reliant on 
public services and are-more 
likely to be employed in public 
sector organisations, both of 
which have been viciously cut. 

However, the economic 
exploitation of women doesn’t 
end at the threshold of the 
front door. The domestic 
servitude of women and 
their role in raising children 
aré an essential component 
in capitalist exploitation. 
Maintaining a partner who 
is also being exploited, the 
woman raises the next 
generation of workers. 

A result of women’s 
exploitation in the home, and 
systemic inequality generally, 
is the fact that women tend 
to be employed in low paid 
and low skilled work. Those 
in professions encounter the 
well documented ‘glass ceiling’ 
effect. 

  

  

Similarly, when men 

become fathers, on average 
their wages go up 21% 
compared to their childless 
colleagues as they’re seen as 
reliable. Meanwhile when a 
woman becomes a mother, on 
average she sees her wages 
fall by 11% compared to 
her childless colleagues. Just 
as the inequality of women 
expands from the home into 
the workplace, so too does 
it expand into the social and 
political sphere. 

Politically women are 
sidelined by the major parties. 
Women’s issues are dealt with 
in a tokenistic way — never 

DENY 
The Young Communist League issued the 
following statement to mark International 
Women’s Day 2019 

dealing with the actual issues 
of exploitation, violence 
and injustice. This is hardly 
surprising when only 32% 
of MPs are women and are 
members of parties with no 
commitment to women’s 
liberation. 

In academia, women tend 

to be paid less and promoted 
less readily, with men holding 
key positions. Indeed, there 
remain many fields of study 
where women are almost 
entirely excluded. 

This is a reflection of the 
dominant culture imposed 
and maintained in Britain 
by our ruling class. This is 

 



a culture which preserves 
and reinforces the economic 
exploitation of women 
which is a key foundation 
of capitalism globally and in 

Britain. The super exploitation 
of women is also the source of 
increased rates of profit. 

An anti-women offensive 
What are the key 

components of the anti- 
women culture propagated 
by Britain’s ruling class? 
Firstly, women are less able 
and less intelligent than men. 
This is used to force women 
into low skilled and low paid 
work and as a justification 
to pay women less generally. 
Secondly, a woman's place is in 
the home or raising children. 
The purpose of this myth is 
to keep women in the home, 
while engaging in low paid 
and part time work, raising a 
family, the next generation of 
workers, sustaining the basis 

of capitalism. Thirdly, women 
are sexual objects to be 
evaluated, first and foremost, 

on how appealing they are to 
men, according to standards 
dictated by the mass media. 
This is essential in keeping 
women in a subservient role 
and is also the basis for billion 
pound industries in retail and 
advertising. 

The objectification and 
sexualisation of women is 
also a key factor in the sexual 
violence and abuse that are 
endemic in British society. The 
mass media and advertising 
present women as a means for 
the gratification of men.While 
the #MeToo movement has 
shed some light on the extent 
of the problem, it is merely the 

tip of the iceberg. 
According to aTUC 

study over half of women and 
two in three young women 
(18-24) have experienced 
sexual harassment at work. 
The number of recorded rape 
offenses in England and Wales 
has been increasing year on 
year since 2009 and increased 
by almost 330% between 
2012 and 2018.The number 
of rape convictions remains 

pitifully small. According to 
government statistics, |.3 

million women were the 
victims of domestic violence 
in 2018.All these statistics 
are likely to significantly 
underestimate the problem 
as crimes against women are 

more likely go unreported. 
Far from the struggle for 

equality having been won in 
2019, we are experiencing a 
‘counter offensive’ of sorts, 
attacking the modest gains 
and limited demands of ‘liberal 
feminism’. This has directly 
accompanied the spike in 
harassment of and violence 
against women in Britain. 
Traditional right wing forces 
and the so called Alt-Right, 
fed by developments online 
and in the USA, have been at 
the forefront of this attack. 
Most worryingly, it is amongst 
the youth, disillusioned with 

capitalism but without a class 
understanding of society, that 
this trend is most prevalent. 

The Alternative 
From any perspective it 

is plain to see that the fight 
for women’s liberation and 
equality is not being advanced 
effectively in Britain in 2019. 
Indeed many of the gains of 

  

previous decades are today 
under threat. 

Britain's Communists 
argue for a feminist politics 
as an integral part of the 
class struggle and the fight 
for socialism. Even under 
capitalism gains can be made, 
better rights and a more 
dignified life can be won for 
women in Britain. However, 

this can only be achieved 
where the struggle for 
women’s rights goes hand 
in hand with trade union 
struggles, the struggle for 
better housing, the struggle 
for free education and the 
other battles the working 
class are engaged in. However, 

although these gains can be 
won, history and especially 
recent history, have shown 
that under capitalism they 
remain precarious.and subject 
to attack. 

Only under a socialist 
society, a society free from 
the exploitation of human 
beings, which is committed to 
smashing oppression based on 
gender and race, can women’s 
liberation be won.And this 
is not speculation or wishful 

thinking. The history of the 
20th Century has proven this. 

The old myths of the 
‘inferior gender’ were smashed 
by the leading role played by 
women in the construction 
of socialism in the USSR and 
by the frontline duties they 
performed in the struggle 
against fascism.Across the 
world female revolutionaries 
have led the struggle for peace 
and socialism. 

Today the countries of the 
socialist camp such as Cuba, 

China and Vietnam have made 
stunning gains in advancing the 
rights of women.Women are 
guaranteed full equality and 
are entitled and enabled to 
play a full role in the country’s 
political, cultural and social 
life. While each still struggles 
with the oppressive and sexist 
vestiges of capitalist society 
and face a long road before full 
women’s liberation is achieved, 

each is firmly on that road. 
Why is this possible 

under socialism? Capitalist 
society is based on and relies 
on exploitation which has 
a fundamental and systemic 
interest in maintaining and 
perpetuating the oppression 
of women deliberately and 
through ideological means. 
Socialism is based on the 
democratic and planned use of 
resources for the benefit of all. 
Under socialist society there 
is no economic imperative to 
subjugate women — indeed 
socialism relies on unleashing 
the creative potential of all, 
regardless of race or gender. 

The YCL calls on young 
women across Britain to adopt 
a class perspective in the fight 
for women’s liberation, not 
just today on International 
Women’s Day, but every day. 
We can only defeat oppression 
and exploitation by smashing 
the system which relies on it 
and perpetuates. 

Solidarity to women 
everywhere on International 
Working Women’s Day 2019! 

Remember the heroes of 
our past! 

Fight for ourselves and the 
generations to come! 

YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 

www.ycl.org.uk  
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As part of a month long build 
up to International Women's 
Day Celebrations on the 8th of 
March, the YCL published daily 
articles highlighting the exemplary 
role played by women in the 
international communist & working 
class movement. 

Starting ‘at the start’ the first 
article remembered the life 
and contribution of legendary 
communist and founder of International Women’s Day, Clara Zetkin. 
The fulll series is available at www.ycl.org.uk 

lara Zetkin (1857- 
1933) was a German 
communist, anti 

fascist and founder of 
International Women’s Day. 
Here CP general secretary 
Robert Griffiths outlines her 
remarkable and exemplary life. 

Clara Zetkin, who first 
proposed International 
Women’s Day 100 years ago, 
was an outstanding figure 
in the socialist, Communist 
and women's movements. 
Her own commitment, vision 
and courage have left a 
legacy which deserves to be 
celebrated on March 8 every 
year. 

Before the formation 
of Communist parties, she 
rose to prominence in the 
German Social-Democratic 
Party from a middle-class 
home in the local peasant 
community of Wiederau in 
Saxony, Germany. Her father 
Gottfried Eissner was a 
school teacher and Protestant, 
her mother Josephine the 
daughter of a bourgeois family 
in Leipzig. Inspired by the 
German Women’s Association, 
Josephine was involved in 
educational activities. 

The family moved to 
nearby Leipzig where Clara 
studied at a local teacher 
training institute founded by 
German feminist Auguste 
Schmidt. There she came into 
contact with socialist ideas 
and women’s organisations. 
In 1878, at the age of 21, she 

met members of the German 
Socialist Workers Party 
(later renamed the Social- 
Democratic Party of Germany, 

SPD) and exiled Russian 
revolutionaries including Ossip 
Zetkin.A visit to Russia quickly 
followed. 

When Chancellor 
Bismarck’s new Anti-Socialist 
Law prompted Ossip to 
leave Germany, Clara also left 
soon afterwards. She went 
to Linz,Austria, where she 
became tutor to a group of 
factory workers. Then it was 
on to Zurich in 1882, writing 
clandestine propaganda for 
circulation in Germany, before 
travelling to Paris to be 
reunited with Ossip Zetkin. 
They had two sons but did not 
marry because Clara would 
lose her German citizenship. 
Instead,'she took his surname. 

First Public Speech 
Reconciled with her family, 

she delivered her first public 
speech in Leipzig calling for 
the liberation of women as an 
essential and integral part of 
the liberation of all workers 
through socialist revolution. 
For a period afterwards, she 
opposed separate measures 
for women, fearing that they 
would divide working class 
unity. 

Ossip died of spinal 
tuberculosis in 1889. Clara 
Zetkin buried her grief in 
her work for the Socialist 
International, a new 
organisation of left-wing 
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and workers’ parties.At its 
founding congress in Paris in 
July, her arguments against 
special measures for women 
— for equal pay for equal work 
and the exclusion of women 
from hazardous occupations 
— were rejected, but she was 
given special responsibilities 
for SPD work in Berlin. 
From there she edited the 
party's paper for women Die 
Gleichheit (Equality), fulfilling 
that task for 25 years until 
1917. 

Her first editorial 
explained her standpoint 
that ‘the final cause for the 
thousand-year-old inferior 
social position of the female 
sex is not to be sought in 
the statutory legislation 
“made by men”, but rather 

in the property relations 
determined by economic 
conditions’. Accordingly, 
women’s liberation could 
only be fully achieved once 
private ownership of economic 
property was abolished. 

Capitalism — the Enemy 
She therefore had no time 

for ‘bourgeois’ feminists who 
wanted equal property rights, 
or those who regarded men 
as the ‘enemy’ rather than the 
capitalist class.At the same 
time, she insisted that the 
socialist movement and the 
trade unions should recruit 
women into their ranks and 
fight for their economic, social 
and political interests as for 
those of male workers. 

With women banned 
from membership of political 
parties, Zetkin carried out 
her open political activities 
among women workers and 
the trade unions. Experience 
modified her ‘anti-separatist’ 
stance to the extent that, at 
the SPD congress in 1896, she 
backed women-only policies to 
extend the electoral franchise 
and protect working mothers. 
At the end of the decade, she 
married artist Georg Zundel, 
their relationship coming 
under increasing strain until 
divorce in 1927. 

As the circulation of 
Die Gleichheit more than 
quadrupled to 67,000, the SPD 
placed Zetkin in charge of a 
women’s bureau to prepare for 
the repeal of the membership 
ban which took place in 1908. 
With her close friend and 
comrade Rosa Luxemburg, she 
also helped organise the first 
International Socialist Women’s 
Conference in 1907, becoming 
secretary of the International 
Women’s Bureau which 
adopted Die Gleichheit as its 
official organ. 

Clara Proposes 
International Women’s Day 

At the second conference, 
in Copenhagen in 1910, Clara 
Zetkin proposed that March 
8 become International 
Women’s Day in the way that 
the Socialist International had 
made May | International 
Workers Day. She had been 
inspired, at least in part, by 
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militant demonstrations 
organised by working class 
women across the USA. 

Within the socialist 
movement, she joined Rosa 
Luxemburg in refuting 
attempts by Eduard Bernstein 
to dilute Marxism, attacking his 

view that state power would 
be achieved by the working 
class through collaboration 
with bourgeois politicians and 
gradual reforms in parliament. 

From the outbreak of 
the Great War in 1914, she 
stood with Luxemburg and 
the SPD minority to uphold 
the policy of the Socialist 
International, namely, that a 
war between rival imperialisms 
should be stopped by working 
class action against its own 

country’s ruling class. Zetkin 
wrote to the left-wing press 
in Britain explaining how this 
principled approach had been 
abandoned by the majority 
leadership of her party, who 
had thereby contributed to 
the collapse of the Socialist 
International. 

She organised an 
international anti-war 
conference of socialist women 
in Berne in 1915.The following 
year she helped found the 
Spartacus League which then 
went into the Independent 
Social Democratic Party 
(USPD), a breakaway from 
the SPD in 1917. Like her 
counterparts in Britain, she 
was harassed and arrested by 
state authorities as the result 
of her anti-war agitation. 

In November 1918, 
beginning with a naval mutiny, 
revolution broke out across 
Germany against the monarchy, 
the militarist landowners 
and their warmongering 
government. The Spartacus 
League and shop stewards 
committees urged workers 
to revolt as armed workers 
and soldiers councils began 
to form in many towns and 
cities.A provisional council of 
workers, soldiers and peasants 
proclaimed the Bavarian 
Socialist Republic. In Berlin, the 
SPD and USPD announced the 
formation of a new national 
government based upon a 
Council of People’s Deputies. 

Anti-War and for the 
Workers 

But the SPD leaders had 
placed themselves at the 

head of the revolutionary 
movement in order to 
limit it and divert it into 
a new National Assembly. 
Zetkin, Luxemburg and Karl 
Liebknecht warned that 
‘bourgeois democracy is false 
democracy’.At the turn of the 
year, in the midst of the storm, 
the Spartacus League helped 
found the Communist Party of 
Germany (KPD).; 

In January, the SPD- 
led government used the 
armed forces, police and 
irregular forces backed by 
monopolists and monarchists 
to crush the revolutionaries 
in Berlin, killing Luxemburg 
and Liebknecht in cold blood. 
Months of strikes, pitched 
battles and assassinations of 
KPD leaders ensued, with 
Zetkin emphasising the 
central importance of the 
working class exercising power 

through its own councils, and 
using it to ‘socialise’ capitalist 
economic property.; 

However, she 
acknowledged that the defeat 
of the Bavarian Soviet Republic 
in April 1919 represented 
the culmination of the fight 
for state power between 
the working class and the 
bourgeoisie, at least for the 
time being.; 

In 1920, she was elected 
to the German Reichstag 
(‘Parliament’). Her maiden 
speech comprised an appeal 
to German workers to act 
in solidarity with a Soviet 
Russia ‘building socialism 
in the greatest difficulties’, 
urging them to block arms 
supplies to the Polish invaders. 
Dockers and railway workers 
responded to her call, sparking 
a general strike movement 
against imperialist intervention 
in Soviet Russia.; 

Yet Zetkin did not over- 
react to Social-Democratic 
treachery by turning too far 
to the left. She supported 
the ‘Open Letter’ appeal for 
a united front of working 
class and left organisations to 
defend the immediate interests 
of the working class. Forced 
to resign temporarily from the 
KPD leadership, she opposed 
the ultra-left ‘theory of the 
offensive’ which sought to 
justify ill-advised Communist- 
led insurrections. 

Working with Lenin 

COMMUNIST WOMEN 

She shared this standpoint 
with Lenin, with whom 

she worked closely in the 
Communist International 
established in 1919. Zetkin was 
elected to its ruling Presidium 
in 1921, 

It was in Moscow that she 
had several long conversations 
with Lenin about marriage, 
sexual freedom and 
promiscuity (the emancipation 
of love’), organising women 
within the Communist Party, 
the relationship between 
women's liberation and the 
struggle for communism and 
related issues. They did not 
always agree completely, and 
‘My Recollections of Lenin’ 
from Clara’s ‘Memorandum 
Book’ stands as a lucid, 
fascinating insight into the 
Soviet leader’s thoughts and 
ideas. 

In the KPD and the 
international Communist 
movement she opposed all 
kinds of ultra-leftism: whether 
the Trotskyist thesis that the 
Soviet Union did not contain 
all necessary and sufficient 
means to construct a socialist 
society; or, in 1926, that part of 
the Communist International’s 
‘Third Period’ thesis which 
characterised social- 
democracy as ‘social fascism’. 

Acts Against Fascism 
Although Clara was heavily 

involved in International Red 
Aid, the Comintern’s agency 
to help victims of political 
repression, her health was 

failing. Towards the end of the 
1920s, she spent long periods 
receiving treatment and care 
in the Soviet Union. 

In July 1932, the Nazis 
emerged from elections 
as Germany's largest 
parliamentary party. During 
the month-long election 
campaign, 38 Nazis and 30 
Communists had died in street 
clashes between the two 
parties. 

When the new Reichstag 
convened on August 30, it fell 
to its oldest member to open 
the session. Arriving in Berlin 
from Moscow, Clara told the 
press she had returned to ‘do 
my duty in strict accordance 
with the rules of antiquated 
parliamentarianism, because it 
is my duty to the proletariat’. 

Fearless Till the End 
Nearly blind, she was 

stretchered by her Communist 
bodyguards into a Reichstag 
surrounded by thousands of 
baying Stormtroopers. 

Carried to the chair by 
two of her women comrades 
as Communist deputies 
chanted ‘Red Front’, Zetkin 
rang the hand-bell and 
commenced a 45-minute 
denunciation of President von 
Hindenberg. 

He had allowed power 
to pass from parliament to 
his appointed Cabinet which 
was ‘the servant of trust 
and monopoly capital and of 
the agrarians [landowners] 
and whose motive force is 
represented by Reichswehr 
Generals’. He should be 
impeached or overthrown. 

She called for a ‘united 
front to turn back fascism’ and 
declared that the best means 
to overcome the economic 
crisis and Germany's domestic 
and foreign problems was by 
proletarian revolution. 

‘| hope to live to see the 
day when, as senior member, 
| can open the first workers’ 
and peasants’ congress 
of Soviet Germany’, she 
concluded. 

According to Time 
magazine, ‘pain and fatigue 
made perspiration pour 
down the sunken cheeks of 
Clara Zetkin but her old eyes 
flashed’. 

The Reichstag then went 
on to elect the Nazi Hermann 
Goering as Speaker and, five 
months later to the day, the 
power concentrated in the 
Cabinet fell into the hands of 
the next appointed Chancellor, 
Adolf Hitler. 

A Medal of Honour 
On June 20, 1933, Clara 

Zetkin died in exile in 
Archangelskoye near Moscow, 
just short of 76 years old. 
She was buried next to the 
Kremlin Wall with full state 
and political honours. 

Only when the Nazi regime 
had been smashed by the 
Soviet Red Army and its allies 
did she receive the recognition 
she deserved in her homeland. 
The German Democratic 
Republic instituted the Clara 
Zetkin Medal to honour 
outstanding champions of 
women’s rights: 
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US IMPERIALISM 
  

WHAT IS THE N.E.D.? 
HOW DOES If WORK? 
WHAT IS IS MISSION? 
KENNY COYLE takes a look at the National Endowment for Democracy, its 
staff and its shady mission to promote US foreign policy interests 

any activists involved in 
M international solidarity 

campaigns will be 
familiar with the name of the 
US regime change organisation 
the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED). 

But where did it come 
from and how does it work? 

The NED is the overt, 

traceable and trackable agency 
for US-backed regime change. 

The NED’s public funding, 
like the tip of an iceberg, 
betrays the locations but not 
the depths of US political 
interference and manipulation. 

From Kiev to Caracas, 
from Belgrade to Beijing, 
the NED has bankrolled 
movements that dovetail with 
“US national interests.” 

US political interference 
is hardly new. The Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), 
which had been founded just a 
few months earlier, intervened 
in the 1948 Italian elections, 
where massive support for 
the Italian Communist Party 
and its then Socialist Party 
ally threatened to create a 
government opposed to US 
interests. 

Around $1 million was 

distributed to the Christian 
Democrats and allied parties 
to prevent the communist-led 
People’s Democratic Front 
coming to power. 

The pulpits and the press 
were encouraged to take a 
stand against the atheistic 
communists, the Vatican 

supported the slogan “o con 
cristo 0 contro cristo” (either 
with Christ or against Christ). 

As the historian Effie 
Pedaliu noted:“In their fight 
against Italian communism, 

the US utilised unrestricted 
psychological and political 
warfare, incorporating 
among other means, black 

propaganda, meddling in trade 
union politics, suitcases of 

money changing hands in some 
of Rome's most exclusive and 
elegant hotels, letter writing 
campaigns by the Italian- 
American community, red, 

white and blue ‘friendship 
trains’ distributing gifts that 
had been sent from the US 
and Hollywood with Frank 
Sinatra and Gary Cooper even 
playing their part.” 

The CIA played its full 
part, as did its British junior 

partners. The right wing of the 
British Labour Party helped 
divide and factionalise the 
Italian Socialist Party, its more 
radical fraternal counterpart: 
“Morgan Phillips [secretary 
of the:Labour Party] and 
Denis Healey (secretary of 
the international department 
of the Labour Party] were 
instrumental in all the 
developments taking place 
within the Italian Socialist 
Party from before the Palazzo 
Barberini split onwards:and 
they provided guidance to 
the. secessionist factions of 
lvan Matteo Lombardo and 
Giuseppe Saragat as well as 

securing their recognition 
by the international labour 
movement. 

“The British also took 
steps to manipulate food 
supplies, made naval visits 
to Italian ports, looked 
into solutions for Italy's 
surplus population problem, 
proposed Franco-ltalian 
border adjustments in favour 
of Italy, participated in the 
Tripartite Declaration on the 
future of Trieste and waived 
off all Western claims for the 
extradition of alleged Italian 
war criminals. 

“Finally, they exploited the 
high reputation of the BBC 
among Italians to communicate 
anti-communist messages put 
together by the Information 
Research Department of the 
Foreign Office,” says Pedaliu. 

Over 80 years later, the 
techniques of subversion and 
the agencies implementing 
them may have changed but 
the overall strategy has not. 

After the twin debacles of 
Vietnam and Watergate in the 
1970s, the CIA came under 
attack from all sides. 

Radicals exposed the 
CIA's involvement in “black 
bag jobs,” assassinations, coup 
plotting and the like, liberals 
were appalled by the CIA’s 
political bias, while the right 
was embarrassed by its sheer 
ineptitude. 

Several of the Nixon 
loyalists who broke into the 
offices of the Democratic 

Party in the Watergate were 
“former” senior operatives 
of the CIA and the belief that 
the agency was a hotbed of 
ultra-right activists involved 
in undermining the US’s own 
Political system forced a shift 
in policy. 

In 1976, a US Senate 
inquiry led by senator Frank 
Church provided a public 
dossier of some of the CIA’s 
murkiest activities, ranging 
from Chile to the Congo. 

A year earlier, Philip 
Agee, a former CIA field 
agent published a devastating 
account of his direct 
involvement in operations 
in Latin America in his book 
Inside the Company:A CIA 
Diary, where he revealed 
in detail how US embassies 
worked with right-wing death 
squads, funded anti-communist 
student and labour movement 
fronts, pro-US political parties 
and individuals, and so on. 

The spotlight on the CIA 
was so intense that new 
methods had to be found 
to promote US interests 
in foreign political systems 
without a clear connection to 
the US state. 

The NED was originally set 
up in 1983 during the Reagan 
presidency. Its function was to 
take over the political regime 
change programmes from the 
CIA by presenting itself as an 
independent and private non- 
governmental organisation. 

To avoid the political 
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recriminations that had 
surfaced over Watergate, 
the NED was intended to be 
deliberately bipartisan with 
both establishment parties 
having their own sections 
within the NED — the 
National Democratic Institute 
for International Affairs 
(NDI), and the International 
Republican Institute (IRI). 

Although its name has 
changed several times, one 
of the founding groups of the 
NED is the American Centre 
for International Labour 
Solidarity, also known as the 
“Solidarity Centre.” 

This evolved out of the 
Free Trade Union Institute 
(FTUI) operated by the AFL- 
CIO, the main US trade union 

federation, originally set up in 
1977. 

In a fine display of US 
pragmatism, this trade union 
wing is balanced by an openly 
corporate segment known as 
the Centre for International 
Private Enterprise (CIPE). 

Despite the reference to 
its “private” character or its 
status as a “non-government 
organisation,” the NED is run 
and controlled by a board of 
directors which reads like a 
Who's Who of establishment 
America. 

The NED president Carl 
Gershman was a resident 
scholar at Freedom House 
and former executive director 
of Social Democrats, USA 
(sometimes unkindly but 
justifiably referred to as “State 
Department Socialists”). He 
served as a US diplomat at the 
UN during the Reagan era. 

Then there’s Andrew H 
Card Jnr, a former chief of 
staff to president George W 
Bush. It was Card who was 
filmed whispering in Bush’s ear 
telling him of the Twin Tower 
attacks on September |! 2001, 
after which Bush continued 
to sit immobilised for several 
minutes in front of a school 
reading class in Florida. 

Card was also vice- 
president-government 
relations for General Motors 
Corporation — reminding us 
of the saying “What's good 
for the country is good for 
General Motors and vice 
versa.” 

J William (Bill) Leonard, 
the NED’s chief operating 
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officer, was formerly deputy 
assistant secretary of defence 
for security and information 
operations. 

The NED’s secretary 
is Marilyn Carlson Nelson, 
heiress to the Carlson 
travel company millions and 
a former board director 
of Exxon Mobile oil firm, 
which previously tried to sue 
Venezuela’s state-owned oil 
after the Chavez government 
nationalised its assets. 

NED treasurer is Robert 
Tuttle, another lucky heir, 
this time to a car-dealership 
fortune. George W Bush 
appointed him as the US 

- ambassador to Britain. Tuttle 
was one of Bush's largest 
fundraisers during his election 
campaigns. 

Also sitting on the board 
is the “Honorable” Elliott 
Abrams (yes that really is 
his title), whose historic 
connections to bloody Latin 
American dictatorships made 
him Trump's obvious choice 
for special envoy to Venezuela. 

In 1991, facing a multicount 
felony indictment, Abrams 

agreed to plead guilty to two 
misdemeanour counts for 
withholding information to 
Congress about the Iran- 
Contra affair. 

He was sentenced to two 
years’ probation, a $50 fine 

and 100 hours of community 
service. He was later pardoned 
by president George HW 
Bush. 

Flicking through the 
“Where are they now file?” 
we find Francis Fukuyama, 
the conservative pundit who 
infamously predicted “The End 
of History.” 

Nepotism being alien to 
US democracy, it’s a surprise 
to find Barbara Haig, daughter 
of the late Alexander Haig, 
Nixon’s chief of staff and « 

Reagan’s secretary of state 
and former Nato supreme 
commander, as deputy to 
the president for policy and 

strategy. : 
Aside from Tuttle, the 

NED board includes seven 
former US ambassadors, the 
bulk of the rest are serving 
or retired US senators or 
congress representatives, with 
a sprinkling of academics, 
lawyers, trade union officials 
and journalists. 

Almost without exception 
there is a track record of 
dutiful service to US foreign 
policy. . 

For example, Kenneth 
Wollack served as legislative 
director of the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC), which guards 
Israel’s interests among the 
Washington elite. 

Dr Nadia Schadlow was 
“most recently US deputy 
national security adviser for 
strategy.’ She sits on the 
board alongside former US 
Republican Congresswoman 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, who led 
sanctions campaigns against 

both Cuba and Venezuela. 
Funding for the NED, in 

the past few years has reached 
$170 million, which is then 

funnelled in the form of grants 
to suitable groups overseas. 

The Endowment is 
registered as a non-profit 
organisation under section 

501c (3) of the US Internal 
Revenue Service Code. 

Ironically, this section 
states that qualifying 
organisations “may not be 
an action organisation, ie, it 
may not attempt to influence 
legislation as a substantial part 
of its activities and it may not 
participate in any campaign 
activity for or against political 
candidates.” 

The IRS also states 
that “Section 501 (c)(3) 
organisations are restricted 
in how much political and 
legislative (lobbying) activities 
they may conduct.” 

However, the NED is not 
the only agency promoting 
regime change and regime 
consolidation. 

The NED funding on its 
own can be misleading as to 
the real level of resources the 
US devotes to destabilising 
unfriendly governments and 
shoring up friendly ones. 

To get a clearer picture 
we need to look at other 
US agencies, in particular 
the official US aid and 
development organisation 
USAid, which will be the 
subject of the second of this 
two-part series, appearing 
tomorrow. 

Kenny Koyle is a 
memebr of the 
Communist Party. 
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JACK TRUSTAM, 
amember 
of Liberation, 
interviews 
KHALED 
BAKDASH, 
Secretary of the 
International 
Relations Bureau 
of the Syrian 
Communist 
Youth Union 
and President 
of the University 
of Damascus 
Student Union 

In Britain, many people’s 
understanding of the war 
in Syria is hazy at best. 
That said, many of us. have 
good enough sense to 
distrust the mainstream 
media, which has a funny 
way of painting blatant 
imperialist interventions 
as something else entirely. 
Case in point Venezuela or 
Ukraine. Could you give us 
a brief overview of the war 
in Syria? 

Absolutely. Firstly, the 
attack on Syria was because 
of natural resources. Syria 
has the third biggest natural 
gas reserves and has resisted 
attempts to construct an 
oil and gas pipeline from 
the Persian Gulf, Qatar in 
particular, to Europe, which 

would damage Russia as 
the main European supplier. 
Nowadays Syria is the 
only Arab state that defies 
imperialist expansionism and 
was a pillar of support for 
resistance in Iraq, Lebanon and 
Palestine. Reactionary regimes 
like Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and Jordan consider Syria’s 
example unforgivable. 

Syria’s war differs from 
lraq and Afghanistan, which 
were very expensive and 
pretty unsuccessful wars. 
Starting with the Obama 
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administration, the war took 
an indirect form like that of 
the Arab Spring in Libya, or the 
Colour Revolutions in Europe, 
but modernised. 

The war has had 4 
stages overall. 

2011 to 2012 consisted 
of demonstrations and media 
manipulation, especially. 
regionally, by Al Jazeera and 
the BBC. 

From 2012, terrorist 
attacks began with the 
kidnapping and murder of 
scientists and massacres in 
villages. 

In 2013, foreign fighters 
began to enter Syria.At their 
peak these Jihadists controlled 
70% to 80% of Syrian 
territories excluding cities. 

In 2014, direct imperialist 
intervention started under the 
pretence of fighting terrorism. 
Somehow they managed to 
“fight” ISIS without actually 
damaging them. 

The whole situation 
changed with Russian 

intervention at the Syrian 
Government's request in 2015. 

The Russians got involved 
for a few reasons. They saw 
the potential economic 
damage that a pipeline through 
Syria from the Gulf would 
cause them, as well as the 
potential of Syrian gas. They 
wish to improve their regional 
influence, including their naval 

base in Syria, especially in 
the context of their loss of 
Eastern European allies like 
Ukraine. They are also afraid 

of Jihadists returning home 
to places like Chechnya with 
friends and experience gained 
in the Syrian war. 

So, what is the situation 

right now? 

In 2019, the Government 
controls over 70% of Syrian 
territories. However, the 
social and economic situation 
in the country is worsening, 
with the currency at a tenth 
of its former value, due to 
neoliberal policies. The Syrian 
Communist Party has been 
at the forefront of protesting 
issues such as the flight of 180 
billion dollars of private capital 
from the country, which the 
Government told us “must be 
respected”. 

The main goal right now 
is to liberate Syria and regain 
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its unity, as well as improving 
the rights and conditions of 
the people. If the rights and 
conditions of people are 
improved, then the army, which 
is made up of their children, 
will be better equipped in the 
fight against the invaders. 

Could you tellus 
more about the role of 
the Syrian Communist 
Party in these difficult 
circumstances? 

Since the 1950s, 
Communists have participated 
in coalition governments 
with progressive parties, even 
before the Baath Party came 
to power. Historically we have 
maintained the anti-imperialist 
line of the Government while 
being critical. We have a 
Minister, MPs and councils. 

When Aleppo was under 
siege and in north-eastern 

Syria encircled by ISIS, our 
newspaper, our message, was 
the only one that was reaching 
people in those areas. We have 
held many demonstrations, 
including demonstrations 
against US marines where we 
burnt the American flag right 
in front of them. 

Of course, there have 
always been many Kurds in the 
Syrian Communist Party. One 
of our most historic leaders, 
whom the youth wing is 
named after, was Kurdish. 

Towards the beginning 
of the war in Syria, the 
media, and many people, 
talked about the “pro- 
democracy rebels” 
and the “Free Syrian 
Army” and supported 
them against the Assad 
Government. What would 
you have to say to them? 

  

  
| would simply ask them 

where are the FSA now? They 
were eaten up by terrorist 
groups. The media made them 
appear bigger than they were. 
They were allied to Jihadist 
organisations like the Al Nusra 
Front and ISIS. In fact, they 
were very close to the former 
because there was not a single 
point of political difference 
between them. 

Arms manufacturing 
is one of Britain’s most 
significant industries. 
Arms companies and the 
British Government are 
responsible for sending 
those bombs to warzones 
like Yemen and Syria. 
What would you say to the 
people who participate in 
this deadly trade? 

Of course, | don’t believe 
that workers in this industry 
are responsible. But | believe 

that they have the power to 
do something about it. The fact 
is that British-manufactured 
weapons are used in the 
deaths of many innocent 
people, women and children, in 
an unjust conflict. 

How about the British 
MPs and others involved 
in the Government? What 
are your thoughts about 
the role that Britain has 
played in Syria, especially 
since British special forces 
are reportedly on the 
ground in Syria? 

The British ruling class 
are some of the smartest and 
most cunning imperialists. They 
are second only to the United 
States. Historically, they have 
had a big role in the creation 
of the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Egypt and strong intelligence 
networks and special forces. 

I think that Parliament 
should investigate the 
presence of British soldiers in 
Syria.What are they doing and 
what is their agenda? Does it 
serve the interests of British 
people or the interests of the 
United States? 

Finally, are you positive 
about the future in Syria? 

One of the challenges 
going forwards will be Turkey 
and Israel trying to get out 
of the war with something 
to show for it, territory or 
otherwise. 

But yes, overall, | am very 
positive about our country 
and our people rebuilding 
and returning to their former 
strength. 

Thank you for your 
time. 

Jack Trustam is a 
member of Liberation, 
the campaign against 
imperialist oppression. 
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Gilet Jaunes: the Class 

Siruggles in France 2019 
The Mouvement Jeunes Communistes de France analyse the class 
character of the Gilet Jaunes Movement which has gripped the streets of 
France and the attention of the international media 

the French Government 
announced its plan 

to increase the Internal 
consumption tax on energetic 
products (TICPE), more 
commonly known as “carbon 
tax”. Under the guise of 
ecological preoccupations, 

the authorities were trying 
to counterbalance the effects 
of tens of billions of Euros 
of tax cuts for “businesses”. 
After almost a year and a 
half of ruthlessly imposing 
an antisocial agenda to the 
country, president Emmanuel 
Macron assumed this increase 
without too much damage, 
except some mumbling in 
the population. What he - 
and no one - knew, was that 
this measure would spark a 
strong, prolonged and largely 
unprecedented explosion of 
discontent. 

| n the end of last October, 

A potential class-oriented 
mass movement 

Sparked by a rejection 
of an increase in taxes, the 

yellow vests movement cannot 
at first be characterised as a 
class-oriented movement. Anti- 
tax demands usually gather 
a multi sectoral support, 
regrouping classes and strata 
with different or contradictory 
interests. In France, historically, 

these kinds of movements 
have been driven by the 
small bourgeoisie, with a 
predominantly right-wing, 
nationalist orientation. This 
was not different this time, at 
least in the beginning. 

Proof of this was that, 
contrary to their ordinary 
stance on social struggles, 

an important part of the 
bourgeois media took a 
more moderate stance, 
sometimes even sympathetic, 
to the incipient yellow vest 
movement, in which they saw 
the projection of their own 
anti-tax obsessions. 

However, various studies 
have revealed that the social 
composition of the yellow 
vests is in its great majority 
made up of popular strata, in 
their heterogeneity: employees, 
workers, unemployed, small 
independent business owners, 
low-income pensioners. 

This composition is also 
reinforced by a geographical 
component to the movement, 
which is stronger in rural and 
peri-urban areas, where de- 
industrialisation has generated 
high levels of unemployment 
and precarious jobs, a 
tendency further aggravated 
by the progressive suppression 
of public services such as 
train stations, hospitals, school 
classes, social security offices 
and so forth. In these areas, 
people are realising that they 
are paying taxes without 
any compensation in terms 
of social benefits or public 
services. With work, health, 
school or supermarkets going 
further and further, the use of 
cars becomes vital, explaining 
the detonating effect of the 
“carbon tax” on some of the 
most marginalised and socially 
hurt parts of French society. 

This diversity contributes 
both to the eclectic character 
of the movement and its 
demands, but also to its unity 
and endurance, as well as the 
widespread support it has in 
the French public opinion. In 

the second week of February, 
after 12 weeks of mobilisation, 
77% of respondents to a poll 
declared that the latter was 
“justified”. 

The blurred and 
unorganised character of 
the movement allowed for 
a wide variety of sectors to 
support it. We should not 
ignore or minimise the racist, 
islamophobic, anti-Semitic and 
anti-migrants actions that have 
been carried out on some 
occasions, or the fact that the 
extreme-right is actively trying 
to infiltrate and drive the 
movement. On a wider level, 
the majority of participants 
voice an opposition to unions 
and political parties, and 
declare to be “neither from 
the right nor from the left”. 

But on the whole, the 
social base of the movement 
has lead to an evolution of 
its demands in the direction 
of increasingly criticising 
the neoliberal system, if not 
capitalism itself. Whereas the 
initial demands were centred 
around the cancellation of 
the increase in fuel taxes 
(which was obtained at the 
beginning of December), they 
rapidly expanded and gained 
consistency. In the end of 
November, after a consultation 
of 30,000 “yellow vests”, a list 

of 42 “people's directives” was 
established and submitted to 
members of Parliament, who 
were told to translate them 
into law.Among these 42 
demands, only one went in the 
way of restricting immigration, 
asking that those who were 
not granted asylum be taken 
back to their country. Others 
are populist, mainly regarding 

elected officials. But the vast 
majority of them reflects the 
interests of the working class: 
raise in wages and pensions, 
nationalisation of gas and 
electricity services, limitation 

of precarious work contracts, 
establishment of a maximum 
wage, etc. 

Another important 
aspect to highlight is that on 
occupied roundabouts, there 
are almost as many women 
as men and that on the whole 
the movement is inclusive of 
people of diverse origins. 

Repression and the 
antidemocratic slope of 
the Government 

The response of the 
French Government to 
the yellow vests has largely 
contributed to the evolution 
of the movement, to its 
longevity and cohesion. 

Emmanuel Macron 
represents the interests of the 
high, financial bourgeoisie. His 
Government has continued 
the policies of previous 
right-wing and “social- 
liberal” governments, but has 
accelerated the dismantling 
of the social policies of the 
State, in a brutal way and 
without skilfully using the 
usual diversionary tactics of its 
predecessors, who had a field 
of experience that Macron and 
his Government lack. This has 
clearly highlighted the class 
nature of this Government, 
and Macron is now widely 
branded the “president of the 
rich”. 

Taken by surprise by the 
magnitude of the mobilisation, 
the Government responded 
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LEADING FROM THE FRONT: French youn 

with brutal repression, well 
aware that any retreat would 
hamper the continuation of 
its offensive against social 
rights. This attitude was 
reinforced by the fact that the 
rapid reduction of the social 
functions of the State has 
reduced the latter to its sheer 
function of coercive tool at 
the hands of the bourgeoisie, 
a character most evident in 

the context of strong popular 
mobilisations. 

The confrontational logic 
of the Government has lead 
to levels of police violence 
and brutality unseen since the 
period of the Algerian War 
of Independence. In the end 
of January, it was estimated 
that 2,000 people had been 
injured by the police, 144 of 
them badly. Of the latter, 92 

  

  
I Communists are fighting 

to put forward a class analysis as well as to defeat government 
repression and false arguments from the far right 

had been wounded by the 
rubber ball launcher LBD-40 
a “less-than-lethal” weapon 
prohibited almost everywhere 
in Europe: 14 lost an eye, 
other had their face, jaw or leg 
broken. The offensive grenades 
GLI-F4 have also become well- 
known the French population, 
after they have caused severe 
damage to several protesters 
- at least.5 of which have had 

their hand blown up - and 
killed an 80-year-old woman in 
Marseilles. 

The Government's next 
move is to adopt a so-called 
“anti-hooligans’ law”, which 
would allow prefects to forbid 
any person representing “a 
threat of particular gravity to 
public order” to participate 
in a demonstration. If this 
law were to be adopted, it 
would be the first time that 
an administrative authority 
- a direct representative of 
the Executive branch - could 
edict such measures, which 
were previously decided by a 
judge. This would amount to 
the creation of a presumption 
of guilt and would be 
an extremely dangerous 
restriction to the right to 
protest and strike. 

Conclusion 

Albeit all its heterogeneity 
and contradictions, we 
are in the presence of a 
mass movement with the 
potential of becoming a class- 
oriented one. It is rapidly and 
profoundly transforming the 
consciousness of thousands of 
previously unorganised and un- 
politicised workers. The yellow 
vest is not just a mandatory 
accessory of car drivers, it 
is also part of the outfit of 
millions of contemporary 
workers, and now the rallying 
sign of their discontent and 
their strength. 

In this situation, the role 

of communists is at the same 
time to raise awareness 
amongst the yellow vests and 
the whole French population, 
on the real causes of the social 
anger; to prevent attacks 
against public liberties; to 
warn against diversionary 

tactics of the Government 
and the false arguments of 
far-right, fascist and demagogic 
elements within the yellow 
vests movement. Some 
rapprochement and common 
actions between yellow vests 
and unions have opened up 
some spaces, but a lot remains 
to be done. 

The Mouvement Jeunes 
Communistes de 
France (MJCF) area 
sister communist youth 
organisation of the YCL
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The YCL is excited to announce that our 2019 Summer Camp will once 

again be held in Edale, England, at the heart of the Peak District National 

Park from 9 - 11 August 2019 

dale holds a special place 
in the history of the 
League being at the foot 

of Kinder Scout — site of the 
historic YCL led mass trespass 
of 1932. This was a turning 
point in campaigning by 
working people in Britain, led 
by Communists such as YCL 
legend Benny Rothman, to win 
access to the countryside for 
recreation and leisure. 

Our Summer Camp carries 
on that tradition in 2019 giving 
young workers from across 
Britain the opportunity to 
come together for political 
education and to socialise and 
enjoy our natural heritage. 

™his year’s Summer 
Camp promises to be 
the best yet, building on 

successful and growing annual 
Camps 2014 — 2018. 

The Camp will be held 
from the afternoon of Friday 
9 until Sunday afternoon I! 
August 2018. 

As ever the Summer Camp 
is open to all members and 

friends of the YCL and the 
Communist Party (including 
non-members). The YCL will 
once again be returning in 
force to Edale in the heart of 
England, which hosted Camps 
in 2014 and 2018. 

The Camp 
is being hosted in the 
picturesque village of Edale 
next to the Kinder Scout 
National Nature Reserve — 
scene of the historic mass 
trespass. 

The full 2019 timetable 
and activities will be published 

shortly. The Camp is set to 
feature plenty of outdoor 
recreation, a hike up Kinder 

Scout, film showings and 

socialising as well as lots 
of political discussion and 
education. 

No glamping for Britain’s 
Communist youth, the Camp 
will be under canvas but we 
have arranged a comfortable 
indoor setting for all meals, 
classes and socials (the British 
summer giving no guarantees!). 

Transport shouldn’t be a 

problem, the Campsite is only 
a stone’s throw from Edale 
train station. Edale is only half 

an hour from Sheffield, | hour 
from Manchester, 2 hours 
from Birmingham and 3 hours 
from London on regular trains. 
Contact your YCL branch to 

see about travelling as a group. 
The Camp will cost £20 

(unwaged) or £40 (waged) and 

this all inclusive with full board. 
We have tried to make the 

Camp as cheap as possible but 
please get in contact if cost 
looks like an issue for you. 

Comrades are encouraged 
to stay both nights, however 
if circumstances mean you 
can’t make it till Saturday 
morning or would rather 
leave a bit earlier we have 
made arrangements to allow 
flexibility. 

* The full timetable and 
more information will be 
published shortly. 

¢ — To book online 
please go to www.ycl. 
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org.uk/2019/04/03/ 
communist-summer- 
camp-2019/ or contact 
office@ycl.org.uk for 
more information 

The year’s Camp is 
shaping up to be the best 
yet so make sure you are 
there and part of a new 
YCL tradition! 

Places are limited — so 
book now to avoid 
disappointment! 
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SOLIDARITY VS CHARITY 

  

AIDEN O'ROURKE discusses the difference between charity and working 
Class solidarity and the efforts of his branch to turn words into deeds 

ow often do you walk 
by a homeless person? 
Do you think to give 

change? Do you reach for your 
pocket, or apologise and keep 
walking? After all, what can a 
quid do? 

Something meaningful yet 
small. You may have noticed 
more and more homeless 
people sleeping rough across 
major cities, to the point 
where it feels like for every 
Person we try to help, a dozen 
more are missed. 

Across the festive period, 
the needs of those facing 
tougher struggles might have 
pressed more on your mind, 
but with the start of the new 
year, the same old problems 
persist. Deiberately abandoned 
by a Tory government set on 
social cleansing, homeless 
people are left to fend for 
themselves. 

Too often, as happened 
recently to a young woman 
rough sleeping off Glasgow’s 
Gallowgate, this means death. 

Let's be clear, this isn’t 
just unfortunate, this isn’t 

just sad or a tragedy. This is 
an unforgivable crime, this is 

the wilful murder of a young 
working class woman; and if 
that wasn’t enough, in Glasgow 
alone, roughly one person a 
month is left like this to die. 

Last year, across England 
and Wales, six hundred such 
deaths were recorded. 

So what should be done 
about this? Well, as much as 
possible, but it really depends 
on you. If all you can do is give 
the occasional bit of spare 
change, then do so, it’s greatly 
appreciated, even offering a 
hot drink and a chat can give 
someone a boost. Such small 
acts of charity are welcome, 

but Glasgow YCL wish to 
make a bigger impact through 

collective organising. 
Under the leadership 

of the branch’s women’s 
commission, we've begun food 
bank drives, we've fundraised, 
taking small steps to distribute 
care packages of essentials 
such as toiletries, blankets, 
food.As this work progresses, 
we'll keep evaluating its 
impact, so that we might offer 
maximum practical support to 
working class people most in 
need. 

We don’t delude ourselves, 
we're a growing outfit with 
big ideas, and there is only so 
much we can do at the current 
time, but in taking small steps 
to combat pressing issues in 
our city, through solidarity, 
through deeds not rhetoric, 
we help and are helped in 
building working class power 
in Glasgow; and we hope, 
through our example and 
efforts, across Britain under 
the YCL banner. 

This is why we have 
taken this course of action. 
As communists, while we are 
not against charity, we see its 
flaws: enormous CEO salaries, 
only 60-70% of money raised 
spent on charitable activities; 
but above all, an endorsement 
- in its name - of a power 
structure which has us see the 
giver as one to be admired 
and the receiver as one to be 
pitied. 

We are clear, the act 
of charity is all too often 
a political act rather than 
a social one, a means of 
highlighting one’s own good 
morals rather than genuinely 
helping others.A means of 
instant gratification at one’s 
humanity, allowing one to 
go about their day with an 
increased sense of puffed up 
self importance.A thoroughly 
liberal attitude. We, of course, 

can’t be too critical, there 
are many people who give to 
charity because giving to those 
whose need is greater is the 
right thing to do; and it must 

be stressed that it is not these 
people we would criticise, but 
while some would be content 
to toss their crumbs and 
think highly of themselves; as 
communists, we must ask why 
it is that people are homeless, 
why are they hungry, why are 
they left to struggle and die 
with only crocodile tears to 
show for it? We are very clear 
that without such a state of 
affairs, Capitalism could not 
operate. 

That is why. we seek to 
offer unassuming practical 
solidarity to those of our 
class who need it, not 
because we wish to appear 
as virtuous paragons of the 
left, but because it is our duty 
as communists to combine 
learning and theory with 
action and results. Because it 

is the right of working class 
people everywhere to be 
given respect and support in 
times of need; because we 
care for them as members of 
our class. We see them not as 
tools to be exploited one day 
then thrown aside when they 
no longer produce value, but 
people who possess their own 
inherent value; who, like the 
rest of the working class, must 
be looked to, must be learned 
from and served, and must 
be empowered so that they 
themselves may stand against 
the system which would strip 
them of their humanity. 

Not despair but defiance! 

Not charity but solidarity! 

Not sympathy but action! 

Aiden O’Rourke is a 
member of the Glasgow 
Branch of the Young 
Communist League. 

  

SOLIDARITY: the Glasgow Branch organised 
to provide car — es to the City's 
homeless over he winter. 
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RENT STRIKES 
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JOE ROSENTHAL and GRANT MCPHILLLIPS discuss the history of Communist 

Party involvement in organising rent strikes and what lessons can be 
learned and applied in today's struggles 

Te market is said to 
control the price of rent. 
However, landlords own 

large chunks of property and 
will often withhold property 
in order to artificially inflate 
the market prices of rented 
accommodation. 

The price of rent is 
forecast to rise by 15% in 
the UK over the next five 
years and real wages are 
stagnating.Whilst this is the 
result of capitalism’s inherent 
contradictions, there are many 

ways in which people have 
fought and continue to fight 
to effect real change whilst we 
progress towards revolution. 
One of the strongest tactics 
people have employed against 
unfair rent, is through rent 

strikes. 
The Communist Party 

played an integral part in the 
rent strikes. One popular 
tactic was for party members 
to go around all the houses in 
a street and ask the tenants to 
pay only the regular amount 
of rent, not-the extra that had 
just been hiked up. 

Women played a 
particularly prominent role in 
the rent strikes. The women 
of the Communist Party were 
lynchpins who helped organise 
resistance to landlords. 
Another popular tactic was 
where women would switch 
the nameplates on the doors, 
in order to confuse the bailiffs 
who were unfamiliar with the 
area. 

  

A LONG HISTORY: rent strikes have a long history in Britainand have 
prove effective at defeating landlords and local authorities alike. 

Sometimes these tactics 
were not quite enough and 
when someone was facing 
eviction, the tactic of direct 
action was employed. Entire 
streets worth of tenants 
would flood the street to stop 
the bailiffs passing. 

Another form of rent 
strike is the use of squatting. 
Squatting is where people 
occupy an empty piece of 

private property that has sat 
dormant and is not being 
used to house people. The 
squatters do not pay any rent 
to the landlord whilst they are 
squatting there. 

The Connolly Youth 
Movement in Ireland 
have had great success at 
implementing squatting within 
a communist framework. The 
movement have implemented 

communism’s rejection of 
private property by taking 
over a former house that 
has been allowed to become 
derelict through the hoarding 
of accommodation under 
capitalist notions of private 
property. 

The stereotypical view 
of squats is that they are 
unsanitary places, but the 

Connolly Youth Movement 
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have implemented cleaning 
rotas and principles of 
democratic centralism, that 
make for an efficient way of 
occupying capitalist private 
property. 

There is a proud real 
socialist history of rent strikes 
in Britain, although this could 
be the subject of a whole 
book, we have tried to cover 
what we found the most 
relevant and intriguing. 

In the summer of 1939 
some 45,000 council housed 
tenants in Birmingham stood 
up to Tory rent increases 
via a mass strike. The 30s’ in 
Brum was ripe with working 
class resistance, such as 
prominent trade unionist 
Jessie Eden leading 10,000 
women out to the Joseph 
Lucas Motors picket line in 
31’, in refusal to the new 
‘Beaux’ system introduced 
in which pay depended 
ona dubiously measured 
level of productivity. This 
women’s strike amongst more 
industrial action defeated the 
Lucas bosses, heralding the 
headline of the 29th January 
1932 Daily Worker to be 
‘VICTORY! BEDAUX SYSTEM 
SMASHEDY’. 

In the advent of further 
successful industrial action 
and the slight restabilising 
of the economy, towards 
the late 30s’, small sections 
of Birmingham's proletariat 
were receiving a few extra 

crumbs from the table of the 
bourgeois, this became an 
excuse for the Tory council 
to hugely increase rent on 
municipal homes, although 
the real reason was simply so 
they could lower council tax 
for their core voter base of 
middle class home owners. 

The rent rises were 
questionably means tested, 
based on the size of one’s 
house, hitting hardest families 
who had bigger homes to 
facilitate their children. The 
Tories sent out forms to 
means test people in the 
communities. These did not 
get filled in. They attempted 
further coercion by offering 
temporarily rebated increases 
for lower income tenants. 
This did not change many 
Perspectives. 

Soon enough Birmingham's 
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of landlords and winning real vic 

Central Tenants Association 
got involved, headed by 
Communist party member 
Ted Smallbone, with previously 
mentioned Jesse Eden (now 
also in the CP) as vice 
secretary. 

Close to when the 
increases were to be 
introduced, the CTA arranged 
a vote regarding a rent strike 
throughout Birmingham’s 
estates in the April of 39’. 
Around 92% were in favour. 
In a fierce battle, tenants 
withheld rent from the 
council for ten weeks. Whole 
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LEADING THE WAY: tenants unions Acorn and Livin 

communities were in a state 

of militancy, protecting their 
communities from the force 
of bailiffs and rent collectors. 
The CTAs own paper, ‘The 
Tenant’ was used to propagate 
and maintain the strike, with 
its circulation of 40,000, using 
this, signs stating “No rent: On 
strike” were given to tenants 
and put onto thousands of 
windows. 

The high level of 
organisation in the strike 
and the frequency of mass 
street protests struck fear in 
the hearts of Birmingham's 
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have seen increasing membership and activity in fhe past year. Key 
challenging exploitative practices 

ories for individual tenants 

elite, showcasing the 
irrefutable power of an 
organised working class. The 
establishment paper The 
Birmingham Post desperately 
attempted to break the strike 
by claiming that most tenants 
were secretly paying their rent 
and merely pretended to be 
striking in fear of ostracization. 
There was little to no 
evidence to confirm this. The 
strike continued at full pace. 

The council was put into 
a corner they could not 
escape, and on the 3rd of 
July 1939, closing in on the $2 
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COMMUNIST ICON: Jessie Eden, Communist of come, Blinders fame, 
was a well known industrial and tenants leader in 
You.can read more about her as 

eden 

outbreak of world war, the 
council caved in and abolished 
the rent increases, maintain 
the rebated rents and even 
ushered a promise of 50,000 
new municipal homes. These 
huge compromises showed 
the power and potential of 
this rent strike movement, 
perhaps there would have 
been a lot of revolutionary 
potential had it not been 
just before WWII.Albeit, this 
brought the Communist Party 
to the forefront of the rent 
movement. 

Despite the positive effect 
of post-war housing reform, 
Britain’s bourgeoisie inevitably 
still had the intention to 
squeeze as much as they 
could out of tenants, which 
was of course met with fierce 
resistance. 

A notable event being 
the 1959-6] St Pancras rent 
strikes. Instigated because 
of the 1957 Rent Act, which 
stated that the level of rent 
would be based on rateable 
value and.also because of 

the Tories taking control of 
the Borough in 59’, further 
increasing the rents. The 
United Tenants Association, 

comprised of 35 different 
labour organisations, suggested 
a strike, this was carried out 
by 8,000 tenants, all then 
threatened with eviction by 
the council. 

It all kicked off on the 22nd 
of September 1960, when 
the council sent five bailiffs, 
accompanied by eight hundred 
police to evict two leaders of 
the strike;Arthur Rowe and 
Don Cook. The community 
was quickly alerted to what 
had happened and rushed 
out of bed to help on that 
climacteric early Thursday 
morning. Soon enough, there 
was a full-on battle between 
tenants and the police. Their 
batons were matched with 
whatever could be found; 
rocks, sticks, milk bottles. .. 

There were dozens of 
injuries and arrests, all for 
the sake of working-class 
solidarity against the systemic 
exploitation imposed on 
them by these policies of 
Rachmanism.The strikes 
eventually came to nothing 
due to the brutal repression 
by the class traitors within 
the police, despite this, it 
reaffirmed the revolutionary 

0's Birmingham. 
part of the YCL’s IWD2019 senes at 
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potential of mass strikes 
and showed that there’s an 
alternative to the conventional 
politics of pleas, polls and 
petitions. 

There were other 
significant rent strikes post 
WWII. One was the East 
London rent strike of 1968-70. 
The Tory ran Greater London 
Council (which was the biggest 
municipal housing authority 
in the country), proposed a 
policy to try and match the 
price of social housing to that 
of the private market, which 

would have increased rent by 
an average of 70% over the 
next three years, this resulted 
in thousands striking and 
20,000 protesting on Trafalgar 
square in solidarity. 

In July 1970 the GLC 
wrote to tenants that if they 
did not pay up in three weeks 
they would be evicted; this 
prompted the creation of 
an anti-eviction committee 
and further protests outside 
the city hall. Eventually the 
government were forced to 
step in, shook again by the fear 
of strong popular resistance, 
and forced the Greater 
London Council to retract the 

increases. 
Albeit, my research began 

to dry up when looking for 
rent strikes in the 80s’ and 
beyond. This we have put down 
too many factors, particularly 
due to the ‘quieting down’ 
of real left-wing politics and 
the rise of Neo-Liberalism. 
This manifested itself with the 
elections of the likes of Reagan 
and Thatcher, the imperialistic 
destruction of Allendes 
socialist project in Chile 
and the rise of reactionary 
nationalism in the UK, with the 
Falklands war and the breaking 
up of the UK Communist 
party in 88’. 

These are among a 
plethora of grim events. 
This period can be defined 
as an age of nihilism as far 
as the cause of building a 
better world is concerned. 
Nevertheless, to borrow from 

Engels, this period seems to 
be withering away. In Scotland, 
the grassroots tenant's 
union, Living Rent, with many 

Party and YCL members 
involved, are building a strong 
network of resistance against 
exploitative private landlords 
and unifying local authority 
tenants who have been too 
long neglected by the council. 
This can be seen with their 
outreach programme in the 
Muirhouse estate of Edinburgh. 

There is also ACORN, 

Living Rent’s sister union, 
operating in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. Their 
work has liberated thousands 
of tenants from unfair 
evictions and unjust money 
grabbing from previously 
unchallenged landlords. 
Only time will tell what the 
future brings, but the power 
of British communists and 
therefore the working class is 
inevitably on its way up. 

Joe Rosenthal and Grant 
McPhillips are members 
of the Edinburgh 
Branch of the Young 
Communist League. 

* You can join Acorn at: 
www. acorntheunion. 
org.uk/join/ 

* — You can join Living 
Rent (Scotland): 
wwwilivingrent.org/ 
join 

—_——————  
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BENN LUNN reviews the piano album of experimental English composer 

Cornelius Cardew (1936-1981) 

fter discussing the 
radical and remarkable 
work of the German 

Hanns Eisler, | believed it 
was wise to turn to a British 
radical within the Twentieth 
Century. Cornelius Cardew 
(1936-81) was a figure like 
no other within the musical 
landscape of Britain at the 
time. Initially going through 
the traditional channels 
within the British musical 
landscape he became highly 
disillusioned with the highly 
conservative and stifling nature 
of the British conservatoire 
environment. He turned to 
Germany to go work as an 
assistant for what he initially 
believed to be the largest 
voice of the avant-garde at the 
time — Karlheinz Stockhausen. 
During this time, he saw the 
benefits of what was referred 
to as ‘total serialism’ a highly 
constructivist form, which 
tried to step away from the 
mistakes of the past. However, 
Cardew became disillusioned 
again. While working so 
closely with the megalomaniac 
Stockhausen, Cardew realised 
the so called revolutionary 
avant-garde were merely 
replacing the classical tradition 
of the bourgeoise with a new 
bourgeois ideology and not 
freeing art for the broader 
masses. 

With this new internal, 
this lead him to produce his 
seminal essay Stockhausen 
Serves Imperialism .In the 
scathing essay, Cardew 
analyses the various ways 
in which the supposed high 
art world still continues 
to distance itself from the 
populace and the working 
class in general and began to 
propose ways of using art to 

address the inherent issues 
of politics within all music 
and began to strive for his 
own political work which 
strove to add to the class 
warfare. From this standpoint, 

he was driven to become 
more actively involved in the 
wider class struggles within 
Britain. He alongside two of 
his pupils Howard Skempton 
and Michael Parsons formed 
the Scratch Orchestra which 
was an orchestra built of 
various people from various 
backgrounds improvising 
together producing music 
together as equals. During 
his time with the Scratch 
Orchestra he produced one 
of his most seminal works 
Treatise a giant graphic score 
(which can be seen below). 
This piece, like many others 
of its kind tried to free music 
from its historic rigidity. 

However, these elements, 
were lacking from a political 

perspective. Just like his issues 
with total serialism failed 
to connect to the working 
classes. So like many of his 
earlier pieces, Cardew rejected 
them. He was eager to find a 
form of music which was much 
more universal art which not 
only broke past its bourgeois 
past, but also became a more 
politically engaging work which 
could be an art which he 
called — human activity. 

His drive to connect to 
his political voice stemmed 
from his dedication to Maoism 
and communism in a broader 
sense. He was man who 
frequented Irish republican 
bars, he was a target of the 
National Front, he regularly 
worked with radical Indian 

and Bangledeshi groups 
and even wrote ‘pop songs’ 
for the party.As he was so 
active supporting his fellow 
proletariat it was only natural 
for his musical voice to 
become quite so focused on 
militant struggle. 

After much personal 
struggle and soul searching, 
Cardew ended up writing a 
significant number of piano 
pieces which he refers to 
his piano albums. Each of 
these pieces are connected 
to various political elements 
with titles such as: Thalmann 
Variations, Father Murphy, Red 
Flag Prelude, Vietnam Sonata, 
The East is Red, or Long Live 
Chairman Mao. These various 
works are rather minute 
in stature, but are deeply 
connected to political theory 
and history. Be it celebrating 
past heroes like Father 
Murphy or Thalmann (the 
great German Communist), 
or be it celebrating successes 
of national struggle within 
his works like the Vietnam 
Sonata or The East is Red, 
these pieces stripped back to 
a rather ‘simplistic’ style. Not 
because he believed the only 
way to connect to the masses 
was through simplicity (he 
often complained to the CPGB 
and other communist parties 
about this), but through a 
direct dialogue. These works 
meander and contemplate and 
keep the various elements 
within the populace. Through 
constructing pieces celebrating 
historic struggles and victories 
it mystifies and turns these 
figures almost into folklore 
and in the hearts of people in 
a more genuinely connected 
manner. 

His life, was one filled with 

  

struggle for his fellow human, 
and he lived and breathed 
anti-imperialism. His death 
was untimely, but also highly 
suspicious. He was killed in a 
hit and run while on the way 
to a meeting with various 
Asian workers’ groups. Those 
closest to him fear the death 
was much more intentional 
than is officially stated, with 
even rumours circulating his 
death was the result of MIS. 
This sadly is something we 
cannot know, and sadly we 
lost of a powerful comrade 
far too soon. However, his life 

and struggle has been passed 
on surprisingly well, despite 
the British establishment's 
attempts to stamp anything 
red out of art and he also left 
us a treasure trove music and 

literature. What more can a 
comrade do? 

Ben Lunn is Secretary of 
the Glasgow Branch of 
the Young Communist 
League. 
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POETRY CORNER 

Poetry Corner 
66, walked down a long, tiled corridor. @ 

2 ek 1 | € a LT There were notices on the walls. 

WHITE TIES PLEASE. NO NIGGERS. PLAY 
THE GAME. 
DO NOT SPIT. 

; THIS WAS TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. by Christopher 
| went down the long tiled corridor 

Cn udwel | And at the end someone clattered lift gates. 

GOING UP! 

    

| preferred to walk and went up the stairs. 

| rapped on the office door and asked for God. 
The manager was bald and apologetic. 
The manager told me God was out. 

| walked back down the stairs, down the 
corridor. 
There are offices it seems across the way. 
He may be in there. 

PLEASE USE THE SUBWAY. 

I used the subway. | am still walking. 
| have met many of my friends. Some of them 
are dead. 
The place is well-organised. The 

; i commissionaires 
Sn Are civil, and put their harps aside =f < ee ‘ J 

udwell 1907 -1937 When one speaks to them. Pictured: Christopher Ca 

. hristopher Caudwell was a Communist Party of Great Once there were animals here; insects even: 
2 2 itai influent ist thinker. /. : Britain member, poet and influential Marxist thinker. But they grew tired. They went out to play. 

Born into a relatively well to do Catholic family, Caudwell > The curiosity of men seems endless. 
worked as a journalist before working on Marxist critiques 
on a variety of subjects from poetry to his book “The Crisis Even I am too curious to blow my brains out. 
in Physics”. i ; —g i pees | will go on walking although I know it is 
Like many of his contemporaries, such as John Cornford, useless .- 
Caudwell volunteered for the International Brigades in Spain. | heard the manager muttering in his sleep. 
Caudwell was killed in the fighting on the first day of the 

ee rene 1937. “If they find God the place will have to close. 
Much of his work was published posthumously including his That is why I tell them God is only Out. 
best known book “Illusion and Reality”. Don’t tell the boys God’Il never be In..” 
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Back 2 Basics 
Part One: Production 

  

(Value) Surplus Value 

Back2Basics is a regular feature in Challenge, an ongoing series of articles 

of Marxist Concepts made easy. 

we discussed the value of 
a commodity and found 

that this came in two forms - 
use-value and exchange-value- 
and that they were derived 
from the labour required to 
produce the commodity, use- 
value from specific labour and 
exchange-value from abstract 
social labour. But under the 
capitalist system, labour itself 
(or more accurately labour- 
power, the capacity to labour) 
is sold as a commodity. So 
what is the value of labour? 
This was the stumbling block 
of classical political economy 
and it was Karl Marx who first 
solved the problem. 

The first important 
distinction to be made when 
answering this question is 
between labour and labour- 
Power.When a worker 
enters into an economic 
relationship with a Capitalist, 
it is not his labour which is 
sold directly. If this were the 
case, the value of a days labour 
would be equivalent to a days 
labour and we have proved 
nothing. 

Moreover the capitalist, 
in paying the price of a day's 
labour for a day’s labour, 
makes no profit. It was argued, 
therefore, that the capitalist 
must pay less than the value 
of labour to the worker for 
his labour. But, by the laws of 
supply and demand, this would 
only be possible if there were 
constantly more workers than 
jobs, which is not always the 
case. 

In reality, what is sold by 

| n the last back to basics, 

————— 

the worker to the capitalist is 
not labour but labour-power 
the worker’s capacity to 
labour. Thus, the capitalist pays 
for a day’s labour-power and, 
for that day, the worker (at 
least in terms of his labour) 
becomes the property of the 
capitalist who can decide how 
much work is carried out and 
under what conditions (subject 
to the reasonable limits of 
human endurance). 

So what is the value of 
a day's labour-power? Along 
with other commodities, the 
value of labour-power can 
be reduced to the amount of 
labour required to produce 
it, or in this case to produce 
(and reproduce) the labourer 
food, shelter, clothing, etc. 
There came a time in human 
history when due to the use 
of tools, etc.A person could 
produce through their own 
labour more than the amount 
required to survive. Under 
capitalism, this surplus is 
expropriated by the capitalist 
and provides the source of 
profit. 

For example, suppose 
a worker produces (in one 
six-hour day) £60 worth of 
commodities and consumes, 
on average, £30 worth of 
commodities. This £30, 
required to sustain and 
reproduce the worker, is 
advanced by the capitalist in 
the form of wages. In return 
for the value of one day's 
labour-power, the capitalist 
receives the product of one 
day’s labour. But this product is 
£60 worth of commodities. So, 

for the first three hours the 
worker is effectively working 
for his own sustenance and 
produces £30 worth of 
commodities. He has now 
produced the equivalent of his 
wages and we may well think 
that he has honoured his part 
of the bargain. 

“But wait!” says the 
capitalist, “I have paid you for a 
day’s labour and that day is not 
yet finished.” So the worker is 
required to work for another 
three hours, during which he 
produces another £30 worth 
of commodities. This labour is 

referred to as surplus-labour 
and the value it creates as 
surplus-value. It is this surplus- 
value which provides profit 
for the capitalist, rent for 
the landlord and interest for 
the banks. It is through the 
appropriation of this surplus- 
value that the capitalist class 
lives off the work of the mass 
of exploited people like some 
vast over-fed parasite. 

Further reading: 

¢ Value, Price & Profit -— 

Karl Marx 
¢ A Short Course of 

Political Economy — L 
Leontyev 

¢ Political Economy 
(Chapter 4) - John 
Eaton 

¢ Capital - Karl Marx 
(Synopsis Fredrich 
Engels) Wage, Labour 
& Capital - Karl Marx 
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What we 
The Young Communist League is... 

.« The youth wing of the Communist Party 

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 

own activities and priorities. 

...Democratic 

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit- 
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat- 
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 

rather than those of Europe’s working people. 

...Centralised 

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 

own areas. 

..Part of a mass movement 

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain's only socialist daily newspa- 
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain's youth; raise its circula- 
tion.We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws. 

If you're under 29 and want to join the YCL write to:the 
address below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to 
Challenge then fill in this form & send to. 

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CRO IBD 

  

Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 
for Europe, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money 
order). Cheques & P/O should be made payable toYCL. Order 
online at www.ycl.org.uk 

stand for 
«Communist 

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 

common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917.In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS.We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits. 

..Part of an international movement 

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi- 
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit- 

ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament. 

...Revolutionary 

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital- 
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro- 
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 

a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole. 

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 
wing of the Communist Party. 
The YCL has a long and proud 

history in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 
and most of the broad based 

progressive youth organisations 
that exist today owe their 

existence to the initiatives and 
work of the YCL. The YCL has 

always and continues to play a 
vital role in the struggles for peace, 

against racism and fascism, for 
gender equality, and all other 
popular struggles that involve 
young people across Britain.  
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friends 2 
of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it. 
We've ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it. 
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