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EDITORIAL 

  

Hunter 

The two 
principal and 
interrelated 
tasks identified 
by Congress 
are to halt the 
current ruling 
class offensive 
being carried 
forward 
by Theresa 
May's Tory 
Government 
and to build 
the YCL 

    

   

Dear Comrades, 

Welcome to another edition of Challenge as we approach the start of 
Summer 2017. 

The League has carried on new levels of vigour and determination in 2017 
following our successful and resolute 48th Congress. The two principal tasks 
identified by Congress are to halt the current ruling class offensive being 
carried forward by Theresa May’s Tory Government and to build the Young 
Communist League organisationally and numerically. Comrades should 
take this opportunity to study the Political and Organisational Resolutions 
(pp.20-26) agreed at Congress, the highest democratic body of the League. 

These resolutions outline our organisational and political priorities over the 
next two years and how our membership intends to achieve these tasks. 
In line with our objective to become an increasingly effective campaigning 
organisation over the next two years, the League organised a strong 
turnout at the #ourNHS demo in March (p.1 1). The YCL has just announced 
arrangements for 2017’s Summer Camp (p.5) and I’m sure comrades will be 
as excited as myself for the event. The League has also just announced plans 
for the British Delegation to the | 9th World Festival of Youth and Students 
in Sochi this year (p.27). This is sure to be a fantastic event showcasing the 
strength of the youth of the resurgent international communist movement. 

The Communist Party also has a busy campaign calender in the coming 
months with a number of political struggles being progressed on a number 
of fronts (pp.6-9) including the West Midlands Mayoral Election featuring 
communist candidate Graham Stevenson, the Party’s Industrial Organiser 
(p.10). 

In the day and daily struggles against Tory austerity it is easy to lose sight 
of the ultimate goals and objectives of our movement — working class state 
power, the sweeping away of the rotten capitalist order and the building 
of a socialist society here in Britain (p.34). The centenary of the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 (pp.16-17) serves as a timely reminder of the full extent 
of the tasks and potential of our movement. 

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through writing 
articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t hesitate to get 
in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or writing to Challenge, Ruskin 
House, 23 Coombe Road, CRO | BD. 
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Trump Visit 
Delayed 

onald Trump’s first 
state visit to Britain as 
President of the United 

States has been pushed back 
until ‘early October’ according 
to Government sources due 
to fear that mass protests will 
mar the event. 

Though there has been 
no official confirmation from 
Downing Street, it is seen 
as a move to quell anger at 
Trump's election victory and 
the inevitable attempts by the 
Tory Government to court the 
ultra right billionaire. 

The move to ‘early 
October’ also coincides with a 
Parliament recess thus limiting 
the potential affect of snubs by 
any MPs and also means that 
Trump cannot speak in either 
House nor Westminster Hall. 

This is notable given 
that the Speaker of the House 
of Commons, John Bercow, has 
stated he would not allow the 
new President to address the 
Commons. 

UKIP Civil War 
samember of a 
purportedly ‘anti- 
establishment’ 

movement, Nigel Farage has 
made no secret of his desire 
to be formally inducted into 
the ‘elite’ of British society. 

Farage is an 
independently schooled, 
former Conservative, 
who dines with President 

Trump and who's salary 
and allowances at a basic 
calculation adds up to 
£185,000 before any scandals 
(such as funnelling £2M of EU 
funds into UKIP). 

It doesn’t take a genius 

to recognise where Farage’s 
class interests lie even without 
his expressed desire to be 
Knighted by the Queen. 

Following news that 
this wasn’t to be Farage took 
him take aim at UKIP’s former 

only MP, Douglass Carswell. 
Carswell has since resigned 
from the party and now sits 
as a independent, resisting calls 
for a by-election. 

Previously Farage had 
been quoted as stating that 
he wished for Carswell to be 
thrown out of the party for 
damaging the ‘UKIP brand’. 

When asked about 

Farage’s chances of a 
Knighthood the MP retorted 
that it should be ‘for services 
to headline writers’. 

The loss of 
Carswell follows a string of 
embarrassing set backs for 
UKIP including leader Paul 
Nuttall’s loss in the Stoke 
Central by-election. 

Welsh Assembly 
member Mark Reckless has 
also recently defected back 
to the Conservatives and 
short-lived former leader 
Diane James has hinted at her 
intention to do the same. 

Blairites sabotage Corbyn 
that two of the founders of 
New Labour, Tony Blair and 

Peter Mandelson, have come 
out and publicly criticised 
Jeremy Corbyn’s approach to 
‘Brexit’ negotiations and the 
triggering of Article 50. 

Rather than respecting 
the democratic mandate of 
the British people as Corbyn 
has advocated, Blair has stated 
that Britain should not leave 
the EU and that ‘civil society’ 
should join together and reject 
the will of the British people. 

Blair’s comments on 
‘Brexit’ are hypocritical at best. 
Given the ‘anti-establishment’ 
feelings attributed to the 

| t will come as no surprise 

  

Brexit vote it naturally follows 
that Blair, notorious puppet of 
media baron Rupert Murdoch, 
should naturally condemn it. 

Meanwhile, Peter 
Mandelson, the former Blairite 
spin doctor now whiling away 
his time in the Lords, has 
recently claimed that ‘every 

day he tries to undermine 
Jeremy Corybn’. 

Speaking to the editor 
of the Jewish Chronicle, 
Mandelson stated that Corybn 
is not fit to lead a modern 
Labour Party, and that every 
day he sends an email or a 
letter or makes a phone call 
to attempt to undermine the 
Labour leader. 

The most recent 
attacks indicate that the 
establishment is increasingly 
rattled at the prospect 
of an anti-establishment 
Labour movement united 
behind Jeremy Corbyn and 
committed to leaving the EU 
on progressive terms. 

Oo



  

SUMMER CAMP 2017 

The Young Communist League is very excited to announce the 
arrangemenis for this year’s Communist Summer Camp! 

Te Young Communist 
League is very excited 
to announce the 

arrangements for this year’s 
Communist Summer Camp! 

This year’s camp will 
be happening from Friday 
25 August until Sunday 27 
August 2017 and is open to all 
members and friends of the 
YCL and the Communist Party. 

Building on very successful 
camps in 2014 and 2015, this 
year’s camp sees the YCL 
returning in force to the Peak 
District National Park in the 
heart of England.This year the 
camp just outside the beautiful 
village of Edale. The camp-site 
is only a mile away from the 
Kinder Scout National Nature 
Reserve — scene of the historic 
YCL led mass trespass. 

Veterans of previous 
summer camps will be pleased 
to know that we have secured 
indoor accomodation — 
meaning we won't be relying 

on the elusive British summer 
to stay warm and dry! 

Transport should pose no 
problem — Edale is only half 
an hour from Sheffield, | hour 
from Manchester, 2 hours 
from Birmingham and 3 hours 
from London on regular trains. 
Contact your YCL branch to 
see about travelling as a group 

The full itinerary and 
timetable of events is still 
being drawn-up but as in 
previous years there be 
plenty of outdoor recreation, 
hiking, socialising as well as 
lots of political discussion 
and education.We will also 
be hiking up Kinder Scout 
ourselves, recreating the 
historic actions of Benny 
Rothman and other young 
communists in 1932. 

The camp will cost £25 
(unwaged) or £45 (waged) and 
this all inclusive with full board. 
We have tried to make the 
camp as cheap as possible but 

This year the 
camp just 
outside the 
beautiful village 
of Edale. The 
camp-:site is 
only a mile 
away from 
the Kinder 
Scout National 
Nature Reserve 
- scene of the 
historic YCL led 
mass trespass 

  

please get in contact if cost 
looks like an issue for you. 

Comrades are encouraged 
to stay both nights, however 
if circumstances mean you 
can’t make it till Saturday 
morning or would rather 
leave a bit earlier we have 
made arrangements to allow 
flexibility. 

To register please 
fill in the contact form 
at www. ycl.org.uk or 
sent ofice ycl.org. 
uk 

Places are limited — 
so book now to avoid 
disappointment! 

em = reece sneer



STATEMENTS 

YCL EC Statement on 2017 

International Womens’ Day 
  

s International 
Women’s Day is 
celebrated around 

the world it is important 
for us, as communists, to 
acknowledge that the situation 
for woman in Britain remains 
one of rampant and systemic 
inequality and injustice. 
For the second time in our 
country’s history we have a 
female prime minister but this 
is no success for feminism. 
Equality and women’s 
liberation continues to be 
undermined and attacked. The 
Tories ideological destruction 
of the welfare state since 
2010 has disproportionately 
affected women who bear 
the brunt of cuts and attacks 
on employment rights. On 
a national and global scale 
women continue to be the 
subject of economic and social 
oppression and remain a 
superexploited section of the 

international working class. 
This Tory Government 

has continued the attacks on 
women and today we will see 
the ninth budget announced 
since Labour lost power. There 
is no doubt that this budget 
will contain more cuts than 
the last . This is of course bad 
news for us all but for women 
in particular. Women are more 
likely to live in low income 
households than men. On the 
whole, women compose two 
thirds of Britain’s low paid 
population. Women are also 
more likely to be employed on 
zero hours contracts which 
are exploitative and unfair. 
Furthermore, women rely on 
government benefits for, on 
average, 20% of their income 
compared to 10% in the case 
of men. The gender pay gap 
remains as relevant as ever 
and is still around 18% as of 
last November. All of these 

  

NEW MORNING STAR 

statistics go to highlight just 
some of the problems women 
face in terms of everyday 
poverty. 

The plight of women is not 
just financial but emotional 
and physical as well. 

85,000 women are raped 
every year in England and 
Wales alone according to Rape 
Crisis. Nearly 10 women every 
hour. 90% of young women 
aged | 1-17 have reportedly 
been verbally harrassed in 
the street in Britain. It is 
estimated that over 200 
million women and girls have 
undergone Female Genital 
Mutilation — one of the most 
systematic and barbaric forms 
of oppression on a worldwide 
scale. 

It is essential to highlight to- 
day, and everyday, that women 
continue to suffer under the 
devastating effects of capital- 
ism to a greater extent than 

  

‘The education revolution Cuba's alternative to nealiberalism 
by Théodore H. MacDonald 
£14.95 (£2 p&p) 265pp Illustrated. ISBN 978-1-907464-02-7 

Published in co-operation with the National Union of Teachers with a 
foreword by Christine Blower, Bill Greenshields and Martin Rees. 

men. However, what is more 
essential than merely point- 
ing out these facts is that we 
continue the fight for women’s 
rights and women’s liberation. 

A women’s place is in the 
struggle — and this must always 
remain the case. 

The struggle for socialism 
and the fight for women’s 
equality are interconnected, 
and one cannot take place 
without the other. 

Forward to women’s libera- 
tion! Forward to Socialism! 

YCL Executive Committee 

  

PAMPHLET: 
The EU - Winning a Progressive 

Settlement 

A new Morning 
Star pamphlet THEEU 
pamphlet will look Ce eas amin pitalh 
first at the likely Sengphening workers ngs in Linope 
course of the 
Brexit negotiations; 
examines the 
history of the EU 
and it's neoliberal 

“The singular successes of the Cuban education system are treated to a 
deep, comprehensive and fraternal analysis by Dr MacDonald, the world 
authority on human rights and a sharp critic of contemporary 
imperialism. 
‘The book covers with great authority Cuba's innovative education 
system, from pre school and primary education, through the secondary 
‘and tertiary sectors, the experiences of the pioneering literacy 
programmes and the comprehensive nature of adult education. He 
locates the children’s Pioneer movement, the day care system, school 
and community relations and specialist, technical and vocational 
‘education in the framework of Cuba's distinctive pedagogy. 
Granite and Honey The story of Phil Piratin, Communist MP 
by Kevin Marsh and Robert Griffiths 
£14.95 (+£1.50 p&p), 256pp illustrated. ISBN 978-1-907464.09-6 
“This pioneering new biography tells the story of Phil Piratin, elected 
‘Communist MP for Scepney Mile End in the post-war General Election 
that swept Labour to office on a radical manifesto. 
‘The book reprises the commanding role that Piratin played in the 1936 

Battle of Cable Street against the fascist Blackshirts. For the firsc time in 
print, it shows how he sent a mole into the British Union of Fascists on 
that day who provided Piratin with invaluable information. 
This book also recounts Piratin’s tenacity as the MP who helped expose 
numerous colonial massacres, including the infamous Batang Kali case in 
Malaya. Piratin also tabled a Private Member's Bill in Parliament which 
prefigured the vical health and safety at work legislation of future 
decades. 
Building an economy for the people 

  

framework; the ; earn calomaafoctic unanae tanor 
priorities of British * ay east ote Mere as Ja he: Sees ie 

capital and the Z ines 5 cen 
£6.95 (+£1 p&p) ISBN 978-1-907464-08-9 

case for economic 
democracy and 
workers rights 

Based on the policy agenda of Britain's trade union movement it analyses 
‘what is wrong with the British economy, arguing that the country's 
productive base is too small, that the economy has become too 
financialised and that power has become concentrated on a narrow 
‘economic fraction based in the City. 

Ie insists on the importance of a strategy that can boost spending 
among the British people, begin to narrow the widening inequalities in 
British society and raise the standard of living and build a new, 
democratised public realm that insulates people from dependence on } 
volatile financial markers. 

PR veer saren tebe ie Li 

£2 +p&p 

available at www.communist-party.org.uk/ 
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Communists argue: 

Class politics vital to 
understand Trump and EU 
  

6 @The most powerful big 
business circles in the 
USA are determined 

to promote their interests 
aggressively against China, 
Russia and the European 
Union’, Communist Party 
chair Liz Payne told the 
party's Political Committee on 
Wednesday evening (February 
15). 

But at the same time, she 
pointed out that the conflicts 
within the country’s state 
apparatus reflected differences 
of tactics and strategy within 
the US ruling class. 

‘Some US corporations 
such as Exxon Mobile are 
involved in exploiting Russian 
oil and gas resources, or in the 
case of tobacco and soft drink 
giants see the market potential 
in China - while others resent 
Chinese competition at home 
and abroad or put geo-political 
and factors first in order to 
complete the provocative 
military encirclement of Russia 
and China’, she declared. 

As a key base for US 
imperialism in the Middle 
East, Israel would receive 
unequivocal support from 
Trump, as it would have done 
from a president Hillary 
Clinton - but without even 
the lip-service to a two-state 
solution to the Israel-Palestine 
conflict. 

‘However, we should be 
in doubt that a “one-state” 
solution would be a “no- 
state” non-solution for the 
oppressed Palestinian people’, 
Ms Payne argued. 

Revival of inter-imperialist 
rivalry 

CP international 
secretary John Foster agreed 
that the revival of inter- 
imperialist rivalry was key to 
understanding recent political 
and economic developments. 

He pointed out that Trump 

and his key advisers were 
concerned that workers being 
thrown on the scrap-heap by 
capitalist globalisation might 
turn increasingly to the left, as 
demonstrated by the support 
for social democrat Bernie 
Sanders in the fight against 
Hillary Clinton to be the 
Democratic Party candidate 
in last year’s US presidential 
election. 

‘During the election 
campaign, Trump promised 
protectionist measures in 
order to defend and create 
industrial jobs and redistribute 
wealth in favour of the 
working class - yet most of 
US big business, including 
major interests within his 
own regime, profit from 
globalisation and its so-called 
“free markets”. 

Mr Foster pointed to 
CETA (the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade 
Agreement between Canada 
and the EU), endorsed that 
same day by the European 
Parliament. 

It allows monopoly capital 
to circulate with little or 
no restriction throughout 
the common territories, 
including in Britain, and 

enables corporations to 
sue democratically elected 
governments in accordance 
with an ‘investor dispute 
mechanism’. 

This could raise a 
major legal obstacle to the 
renationalisation of public 
services and utilities, Mr 
Foster declared. 

He warned that US big 
business wanted to draw 
Britain closer to its side in 
what could develop into a 
trade war against the EU. 

The CP Political 
Committee urged the labour 
movement in Britain to 
overcome its differences 
over the EU referendum and 
oppose neoliberal treaties and 

rules of every kind, whether 
operating in the EU or being 
considered by Theresa May’s 
Tory government. 

‘Neoliberalism directly 
threatens our public 
services’, Morning Star editor 
Ben Chacko commented, 
highlighting the impact of 
cuts across the NHS and, 

in England, the accelerated 
privatisation of hospital 
services. 

General Secretary Robert 
Griffiths identified the lack of 
class analysis and class politics 
on the left and in the working 
class movement as an ongoing 
weakness. 

“Trump and his team 
include a number of sexist, 
racist and homophobic bigots, 
as does the leadership of 
UKIP in Britain - but we 
should also be clear about 
the class interests they and 
their policies represent, and 
which pose grave dangers to 
all workers and their families, 
not least to women and ethnic 
minorities’, he insisted. 

‘Similarly, we need to be 
clear that British ruling class 
policy has been to stay in the 
EU, or in the Single Market 
if that proves impossible 
and - failing even that - to 
conclude neoliberal trade and 
investment deals with the 
US, Canada, Turkey, Israel and 
other countries as necessary’, 
Mr Griffiths added. 

London district secretary 
Steve Johnson agreed that 
concentrating on personalities, 
however vile, could cloud a 
clear analysis:‘Racism, the Ku 
Klux Klan, the ‘Black Lives 
Matter’ campaign, sexism, 
homophobia, union-busting 
and the mass deportation of 
immigrants existed in the USA 
before the election of Donald 
Trump’, he remarked. 

CP trade union organiser 
Graham Stevenson reported 
that the mass of people in 

communist-party.org.uk 

  

their workplaces and local 
communities did not share the 
media obsession with Trump 
above their own concerns 
about pay, benefits, pensions, 
jobs and public services.A 
new round of steep domestic 
fuel price rises, following the 
latest 9.8% average increase 
announced by Npower, will hit 
millions of people already in 
poverty. 

Mr Stevenson underlined 
the importance of communists 
being involved in the People’s 
Assembly, DPAC (Disabled 
People Against the Cuts) and 
other grass-roots movements. 

A ‘Progressive Alliance’? 

Britain’s communists 
also expressed their ‘total 
Opposition’ to moves to 
create a so-called ‘Progressive 
Alliance’ of right-wing Labour, 
ultra-leftist, Green and LibDem 
forces. 

‘Some well-meaning 
supporters want such an 
alliance to stand against Tory 
cuts - yet it would unavoidably 
help rehabilitate the LibDems, 
who betrayed millions of 
voters to form a coalition with 

the Tories in 2010 and begin a 
vicious ten-year programme 
of cuts and privatisations’, Liz 
Payne reminded the meeting. 

‘For others, especially 
the Greens and New 
Labourites, their main agenda 
is to campaign for continued 
membership of the EU and 
its neoliberal Single Market. 
They oppose Labour's left 
leadership for respecting 
popular democracy, when all 
genuine progressives should be 
supporting Jeremy Corbyn and 
his comrades’, she concluded. 

Communist Party 
Executive Committee 

$< ____¢g



Eee ee 

Communists say: a 

budget for, by and of the 

rich and big business 
  

ommunist Party general 
secretary Robert 
Griffiths released the 

following statement today 
(March 8) in response to the 
Spring Budget of Chancellor 
Philip Hammond: 

Chancellor Hammond is 
pressing ahead with tax cuts 
on corporate profits, capital 
gains and inherited wealth. 

He has nothing new to 
offer workers on the national 
living wage - most of whom 
are women - or benefit 
claimants and pensioners, even 
though inflation is set to rise 
to more than 2 per cent and 
stay there, swallowing up the 
small increases already in the 

pipeline. 
Meanwhile, more austerity 

punishment beatings are 
promised for everyone who 
needs public services and 
social welfare. It’s reminiscent 
of the old navy motto: 
‘floggings will continue until 
morale improves’. 

But Hammond has left 
local councils to wield the 
whip and cut even more 
deeply into essential public 
services. 

Even the extra £2.4bn 
promised for social care and 
the NHS over the next three 
years is chicken feed when an 
extra £18bn is needed to bring 
Britain’s health spending up to 

the European average and an 
extra £30bn to match France 
and Germany. 

Most of the additional 
£2bn social care funding 
to local government will 
end up in private sector 
coffers. Even worse, £325m 
of the paltry NHS pledge 
is linked to implementation 
of Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans in 

England, which are intended 
to cut and privatise facilities 
and services in order to meet 
a projected NHS deficit of 
£20bn by 2020-21. 

This is a Tory Chancellor 
who boasts that ‘we are the 
party of the NHS’ but who 

Oxfordshire CP reject the 

One Oxfordshire unitary 

proposals 
  

s Communists, we 
believe the only good 
reasons to reorganise 

local government are to 
improve public services and 
extend local democracy. The 
current One Oxfordshire 
proposals do neither.We 
believe effective service 
delivery and democratic 
accountability are best 
maintained by retaining the 
current multi-layer structures 
which involve: 

* Parish and town 
councils; 

¢ District councils and 
the City Council; and 

* The county council. 
Communists reject all the 

proposals for so-called unitary 
authorities in Oxfordshire that 
have been put forward to date: 

* the City unitary 

  

¢ the three-unitary 
model 

¢ — the Vale and South 
unitary 

* — the Cherwell and 
South Northants 
unitary 

¢ — the West Oxfordshire 
and Cotswold unitary. 

The One Oxfordshire 
proposals create a much 
more remote form of local 
government in which all major 
decisions in Oxfordshire 
would be taken by one small 
clique at County Hall. 

The attitude to 
democracy of the Tories 
behind the proposals is well 
demonstrated by their aim 
to have their reorganisation 
imposed on the people of 
Oxfordshire by Theresa May's 
right-wing Tory government — 

having failed to get the other 
three Oxfordshire councils to 
endorse their plan. 

The track record of the 
three Tory councils behind 
the proposals is a long history 
of privatising and slashing 
public services with disastrous 
consequences for those who 
rely on public services and 
those who deliver them — and 
the many thousands who do 
both. 

The advocates of One 
Oxfordshire pretend it is a 
way of delivering Oxfordshire’s 
public services for far less 
than the current cost when it 
is only really a way of cutting 
public services with less risk 
of public opposition forcing 
councillors to block the plans. 

Oxfordshire’s Communists 
call for the proposals to go no 

emu a alas aes -21 4 

  

responds to the deepest crisis 
in its history with crumbs and 
a ‘For Sale’ notice. 

Most of his miserly 
£216m additional investment 
in schools will be wasted 
on Prime Minister May’s 
obsession with dividing pupils 
into grammar school successes 
and secondary modern school 
failures. 

This is a Tory government 
whose budget today confirms 
that it’s a government of, 
by and for the rich and big 
business. 

Communist Party 
Executive Committee 

communist-party.org.uk 

  

further until they have been 
put to a vote of the people of 
Oxfordshire. 

The only real answer to 
the financial crisis facing local 
government is to reverse 
the cuts in local government 
funding. 

We demand a different 
future based on increasing 
local democracy and 
extending public services. 
We call on people to unite 
behind national campaigns like 
the People’s Assembly that 
advocate an end to austerity 
and a complete change of 
direction. 

Oxfordshire Communist 
Party Branch
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Communists call for 

unity around EU exit and 

progressive fedealism 
  

6 6 The left and the labour 
movement must intervene 
in the debate around 

Brexit to put forward a 
working class perspective”, 
Communist Party international 
secretary John Foster told the 
party’s Political Committee on 
15 March. 

“So far, it has been a 
largely neoliberal dialogue 
between Prime Minister 
Theresa May and her pro-EU 
opponents. Both sides base 
their arguments on a belief in 
free-market fundamentalism, 
whether inside or outside the 
European Union and its Single 
Market”, he pointed out. 

‘Exit from EU and Single 
Market membership opens 
up greater possibilities for 
workers to assert their 
rights through collective 
bargaining and for a 
progressive government to 
support industry and regulate 
investment, trade and the 
exploitation of migrant labour’, 
Mr Foster argued. 

But he warned that the 
Tories are prepared to barter 
these prospective economic 
freedoms away in order to 
obtain TTIP or CETA-style 
trade and investment deals 
with the EU and countries 
such as the US, Canada, 
Turkey and Japan.Access to 
European and other markets 
under WTO rules would 
be preferable to extending 
neoliberal freedoms for big 
business. 

The Communist Party’s 
mayoral candidate in the West 
Midlands, Graham Stevenson, 
pointed out that Single Market 
or European Economic 
Area membership would 
still prevent local councils 
from pursuing public sector 
contract terms that favoured 
workers, equality, trade 
unionism and local industry. 

He reported significant 

local media interest in his 
election campaign, with 
widespread labour movement 
dissatisfaction with the right- 
wing Labour candidate. 

John Foster's political 
report also criticised the 
response of Scottish First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon to 
the triggering of Article 50 for 
Brexit. 

He accused her of 
promoting the ‘politics of 
grievance’, but claimed that 
her ‘opportunistic attempt’ 
to link a new Scottish 
independence referendum to 
Scotland staying in the EU or 
Single Market was backfiring. 
She hadn’t taken full account 
of the fact that around a third 
of pro-independence voters 
last time were also opposed to 
EU membership. 

‘The right of the Scottish 
people to national self- 
determination is beyond 
question, but how we 
exercise that right should — 
for workers, socialists and 
Communists — be determined 
by class politics’, Mr Foster 
insisted. 

‘Where lie the real 
interests of the working 
class and the Scottish people 
generally?’ he asked. 

The Communist Party 
advocates a fully federal Britain 
in which national parliaments 
have full powers to intervene 
in the economy, combined 
with a radical redistribution of 
wealth across its nations and 
regions to benefit workers and 
their families everywhere. 

‘The recent decision of 
the Scottish Labour Party 
to embrace this perspective 
of progressive federalism is 
overdue but very welcome’, 
Mr Foster declared. 

CP general secretary 
Robert Griffiths doubted 
whether the SNP stood for 
genuine independence for 

Scotland at all. 
‘What kind of 

independence would it be 
which submits Edinburgh 
governments and the Scottish 
people to rules and policies 
“decided by the Bank of 
England or the European 
Central Bank and membership 
of the EU and NATO?’ he 
questioned, ‘And how would 
Scottish workers gain from 
leaving their biggest single 
market by far — Britain 
— in order to remain in 
the relatively insignificant 
European one?’ 

Mr Griffiths called for 
working class and labour 
movement unity in 
favour of progressive 
federalism and the 
election of a left-led 
Labour government 
at Westminster. He 
announced that 
the CP would 
be refining 
its approach 
to questions of 
devolution in 
relation to taxation, 
employment and trade 
union law and the 
English regions. 

Britain’s 
Communists also 
discussed the 
possibility that 
the South African 
Communist Party 
and trade union 
confederation 
COSATU might 
stand independent 
candidates 
in that 
country’s 
next 

‘~ 

  

elections, separate from 
those of the African National 
Congress and its right-wing 
leadership. It expressed its 
unqualified solidarity with the 
SACP, which would face even 
higher levels of media hostility 
and distortion in the event of 
such a rupture. 

As representatives of 
monopNo to the budget! No 
to the Capitalist Class! We 
need public ownership now! 

Communist Party 
Executive Committee 
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WEST MIDLANDS MAYOR 

Communist Party of Britain 
munist- 

  

Communist Party Industrial Organiser Graham Stevenson has secured 

his name on the ballot paper as the CP candidate the West Midlands 

Mayoral Election vote on 4 May 2017 

he Combined Authority 
Returning Officer has 
today confirmed that 

my candidature for the West 
Midlands Mayor is successful. 
All 100 signed nominations 
from seven boroughs were 
valid. This was a Herculean 
task. 

Many thanks to a valiant 
team of up to a dozen who 
worked night and day, virtually 
full-time, to collect signatures 
over the past three weeks, 
clocking up thousands of miles 
of travel and hundreds of 
hours toil. 

The deposit of £5,000 has 
been paid, mostly raised in £10 
to £50 sums. Many thanks to 
all of you who gave, from far 
and near. More is needed. 

| will be on the ballot 
paper with the hammer and 
sickle symbol and described 
as a Communist. Next step 
is to raise a further £4,000 
(we already have £1,000 in 
reserve), which will fund two 
pages of a mini-manifesto, to 
be sent by post to each single 
elector: 1,950,000 persons. 
Nearly TWO MILLION! 

This will be the biggest 
distribution of Communist 
literature in the region EVER. 

Please send your further 
donations. 

Winning the Communist 
vote will take hard work but 
much identified support is 
evidently rising. The cynical 
exclusion of myself from 
hustings is generating much 
opposition. More will be said 
on this next week. 

Campaigning work over 
the next month will take place 
across the West Midlands. Let 
us know if you want to help, 
providing dates and times you 
are available for (2pm to 9pm 
every day) and whether you'd 
like to canvass or leaflet and 
we will allocate you to an 
area. It doesn’t matter how far 
you have to come; if you need 
overnight hospitality, just let us 
know. 

Loudspeaker work and 
street meetings will be planned 
shortly. If you can offer a car, 
or fancy public speaking, tell us. 

Several mass events will be 
happening in the next month, 
when additional Communist 
literature will need distributing 
to thousands of people. Such 
mass leafleting will be well 
advertised. 

If your group wants to 
come to help in an organised 

fashion, together, we can sort 
that, too. 

Finally, if you've been 
inspired by this initiative, as 
| know many have, especially 
over the staggering level of 
television and radio interviews 
and reporting of the 
Communist contest, including 
a large number who've not 
been in the Party for decades, 
and many young people 
thrilled at the scale of our 
ambition to bring the socialist 
message to so many, let me ask 
you one question. 

Why do you not seriously 
think about joining, or 
rejoining, the Communist 
Party? If you are reading this 
now, please think about this 
really carefully. 

Britain’s working people 
needs a stronger revolutionary 
socialist force. Your support 
can help us punch even 
harder than ever, above our 
weight. Donate and help in the 
campaign by all means. But, if 
you're not a member, JOIN. 
And .... 

Do it now! 

CP West Midlands 
Mayoral Candidate, Graham 
Stevenson 

VOTE 

COMMUNIST 
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Affordable Housing for all 
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To volunteer 
or donate 

go online to 
Graham4Mayor 
at communist- 
party.org.uk   
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a quarter of a million display of oopposition to the 
marchers from across Torys ideologically motivated 

Britain converge on London to _ attacks. The ultimate aim of the 
fight Tory attacks on the NHS. _ Tory cuts are to ripen the NHS 

Te #ourNHS march saw —- 250,000 turnout was powerful 

Under the Theresa May’s up for privatisation. 
Government and Health There was a strong and 
Secretary Jeremy Hunt the colourful turnout from the 
Torys are demanding another Communist Party and the YCL. 
£20 billion in cuts by 2020. Thousands of copies of the 
This follows years of already Morning Star and the Party's 
devastating budget cuts since ‘Unity’ bulletin were distributed 
the Conservatives first took and there were multiple 
power in 2010. renditions of the Internationale 

The NHS faces a threat to its during the march. 
very existence if the Torys are 
allow to carry out 
their plans. 
The massive



SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE 

MARXISM & 
THE NATIONAL 
QUESTION IN 
SCOTLAND 

  
STEFAN BARRIE advocates a Marxist approach to independence and 

attacks the myths propagated by nationalists in Scotland 

6 Go belittle the socialist 
ideology in any way, to 
turn aside from it in 

the slightest degree means 
to strengthen bourgeois 
ideology.” 

The YCL and the 
Communist Party uphold the 
rights of all peoples to national 
self-determination. For 
communists the right of the 
people of Scotland to choose 
to become an independent 
state is beyond question. For 
communists the question of 
independence for Scotland is 
ultimately a tactical question 
of how to enhance the ability 
of our class to challenge the 
power of capital and advance 
on the path towards socialism. 

Communists reject the 
SNP’s opportunistic attempt 
link a second referendum on 
independence to maintaining 
membership of the neoliberal 
European Union. The SNP 

vision of independence is 
independence in name only 
which would more fully submit 
the Scottish people to rules 
and policies decided by the 
European Central Bank, the 
EU and NATO. 

In seeking to win leftists 
and class conscious workers 
to their position the SNP 
and their allies on the ‘left’ 
have attempt to misconstrue 
the history of Britain and 
Scotland’s past and present 
position within it. 

The defeats inflicted on the 
labour movement by Thatcher 
and the absence of class 
politics over the past thirty 
or so years have brought the 
national question to the fore 
in Scotland. This is not the first 
time in history that such a 
period of reaction and decline 
has brought about a total 
lack of faith in the collective 
strength and revolutionary 

potential of the British 
working-class. 

Such a lack of faith has 
brought sections of the British 
proletariat, particularly in 
Scotland, to shelter under a 
national tent. There are, of 
course, certain individuals as 
well as organisations, who call 
themselves ‘Socialists’ and, 
yes, even ‘Communists’, who 
have not been immune from 
the inherently divisive and 
creeping nationalism. 

For now, let us turn to 
‘The Question of Scottish 
Independence’, specifically to 
a quite frankly, outrageous 
theory peddled by some and 
still predominant is sections 
of the Scottish left to this day, 
that — ‘Scotland is a colony’. 

Protagonists of this theory 
assert through the Union of 
Scotland and England in 1707 
Scotland was incorporated 
into England as an oppressed 

nation. The falsity of this 
nationalist myth was exposed 
incredibly well by Neil 
Davidson, in his book ‘Origins 
of Scottish Nationalism’(which 
is well worth reading). 
The problem with such an 
analysis is that far from being 
a victim of oppression/any 
form of colonialism or indeed 
Imperialism, Scotland was, an 
integral part of the British 
state, a significant component 

of it. 
An example? Let’s 

take a brief look at British 
Imperialism in India and to 
be more specific Scottish 
involvement — By the mid- 
eighteenth century around 
60% of British imports came 
from India.A small number of 
merchant agencies controlled 
this trade and at their peak 
in 1803, of the 23 agencies 
based in Calcutta, the 6 most 
important were dominated by 
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Scots. In Bombay, where trade 
was controlled by an even 
fewer number of privileged 
agencies (five), three of these 
were Scottish. In 1772, one 
in nine of the East India 
Company's civil servants, one 
in eleven of its soldiers, and, 
one in three of its officers 
were Scottish. 

In the eyes of Scottish 
nationalists, Scotland suffocates 
under the embrace of the 
British (or as they would have 
it ‘English’) state and its ruling 
institutions. They wait for 
Scotlands moment of freedom 
assuring us the break up of 
Britain is ‘inevitable’. Scotland, 
under the assertion that it 
is a colony, has been likened 
to nations such as Algeria, 

Congo, Vietnam, India and 
China — countries that fought 
for independence against 
various European colonial and 
imperialist powers. 

Yet, through such obviously 
fraudulent devices, the SNP, 
along with their supposedly 
left-wing and liberal allies see 
equivalence to the national 
movements of colonial 
peoples. Whatever the 
ideologues may say, it was 
not English capitalism that 
was solely responsible for as 
Davidson put it:“the bleaching 
of bones of countless Bengalis 
in the sun”, but British 
capitalism, of which the Scots 
we're an integral part, playing a 
leading role in fact. 

To put into perspective, 
the shameful and the sheer 
brutality of British imperialism 
during its colonisation of India, 
| have provided this quotation 
by James Callender, a radical 
Scot prominent during the 
1780's and 1790's — 

“In Bengal only, we 
destroyed and expelled within 
the short period of six years, 
no less than five millions of 
industrious and harmless 
people; and as we have been 
sovereigns in that country 
for about thirty-five years, it 
may be reasonably computed 
that we have strewn the 
plains of Indostan [sic] with 
fifteen or twenty millions 
of carcasses. The persons 
positively destroyed must, in 
whole, have exceeded twenty 
millions .... These victims have 
been sacrificed to the balance 
of power, and the balance 

Marxists must 
always set 
out to uphold 
the common 
interests of 
the workers 
of Britain, 
Europe and 
indeed at an 
international 
level 

  
  

of trade, the honour of the 
British flag” 
Frankly, left to its own devices 
and having not joined the 
union, Scotland most probably 
would have remained under 
the tyranny of Feudal lords for 
a longer period of time. Prior 
to 1707, Scotland had one of 
the lowest levels of capitalist 
development in Europe, Sir 
James Stewart in 1767, likened 
Scotland in 1707 to fourteenth 
century Europe. This sounds 
laughable, though certainly in 
the | 7th century this would 
have been the case. 

Unity with England 
overthrew absolutism, 
installed bourgeois liberty, 
and set upon the path of 
capitalist development, which 
proved irresistibly beneficial 
to the rising bourgeoisie in 
Scotland. In around 1745, 
Scotland underwent a massive 
economic boom and an 
unrivalled industrial revolution. 

This leads us to John 
Maclean, a towering figure 
regularly trotted out by left 
nationalists. 

Maclean was without a 
doubt, a class fighter and 
revolutionary socialist. He 
was also Bolshevik consul in 
Scotland for a period, and 
played an outstanding role in 
promoting Marxism before 
and after the ‘Great October 
Socialist Revolution’ in Russia. 
Lenin had held Maclean in 
high regard calling him one of 
the “heroic forerunners” of 
the Communist International, 
and yet, Maclean made an 
important mistake. His 
error, was to succumb to 
the pressures of Scottish 
nationalism. Maclean had 
refused to join the newly 
formed Communist Party 
of Great Britain (now CPB), 
and instead advocated for a 
Scottish Communist Party. 

This failed to materialise 
and so he turned towards the 
notion of a Scottish Workers’ 
Republic and the establishment 
of the Scottish Workers’ 
Republican Party.“‘The Social 
Revolution is possible sooner 
in Scotland than in England...” 
—with this statement, Maclean 
deviated from the long-held 
position of Marxists that if 
there were to be a Socialist 
revolution in Britain, it would 
come as a result of class unity 

SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE 

between the working classes 
of Scotland, England and Wales, 
Maclean’s distortion was 
derided by Lenin and even by 
Trotsky as fundamentally false. 

Our role as Marxist- 
Leninists is not to emulate 
Maclean’s mistakes, but to 
learn from them and inoculate 
the working class against 
impatience and short-cuts to 
Socialism that could lead the 
movement into the swamp 
of nationalism. The tone 
emanating from the leadership 
of pro-independence left 
parties today is “the Scottish 
working class”, “redistribute 
Scotland’s wealth”, “interests 
of Scottish-workers”, etc. This 
emphasis and slant represents 
a capitulation to bourgeois 
nationalism — despite their lip 
service to internationalism. 

They have succumbed 
to ‘left reformism’ and seek 
solutions for the Scottish 
workers within the confines 
of capitalism. They either 
deliberately conceal their 
nationalism behind socialist 
phraseology or have forgotten 
that the only way forward for 
the working class in Scotland, 
as in England and Wales, is 
to forge the maximum unity 
of the class around socialist 
transformation of society. 

Marxists must always set 
out to uphold the common 
interests of the workers of 
Britain, Europe and indeed 
at an international level. We 
must forge a common struggle 
against the Scottish, English 
and Welsh capitalists enemies. 
The economies of Scotland, 

England and Wales are 
indissolubly linked, separation 
would bring about a certain 
disaster and the working class 
always pays the heaviest price. 

“If there is to be a 
revolution, there must be a 
revolutionary party. Without 
a revolutionary party, without 
a party built on the Marxist- 
Leninist revolutionary 
theory...it is impossible to 
lead the broad masses of the 
people in defeating imperialism 
and its running dogs.” 

movements since the 
elections 

Stefan Barrie is 
Secretary of the Young 
Communist League 
Glasgow Branch 

)
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INTERNATIONAL 

BRIGADE OF 
SYRIA 

  
SEAN MULGREW criticises attempts to hijack the legacy of the 

International Brigades and pays tribute to present day volunteers 

n 2 December 2015, 
as the drums of war 
sounded around 

the House of Commons 
over possible imperialist 
intervention in Syria, Labour 
MP, and then Shadow Foreign 
Secretary, Hilary Benn gave an 
impassioned speech in support 
of the motion put forward by 
the Conservative government. 
This speech was lauded as 
one of the best in his career, 
ona night when the motion 
for air strikes on the war-torn 
country was approved. 

Aside from the countless 
deaths likely caused by this 
vote, Benn’s speech will be 
remembered for another 
reason by those on the left: 
his. comparison of air strikes 
on the so-called Islamic State 

(IS) to the fight of the heroes 
of the International Brigades 
against Franco in the 1930s. 
In his comparison to the fight 
against Franco, Benn boldly 
stated that “What we know 
about fascists is that they need 
to be defeated”. 

Not only did Benn’s 
comments do a great 
dishonour to the memory of 
those who fought and died in 
the struggle against fascism in 
Spain, but the also succeeded 
in furthering the agenda of 
the Tory government in their 
push for imperialist war in an 
increasingly destabilised Syria. 

At the outbreak of a 
civil war in Spain in 1936, 
volunteers from across the 
world flocked to the shores 
of Spain in defence of the 

The willingness 
of the 
volunteers to 
re Amalia Ih Aas) 
ite) maim ef-s 
especially 
those already 
martyred in the 
struggle against 
Islamic State, 
are worthy of 
nothing but our 
respect and 
admiration   

Spanish Republic against a 
nationalist uprising led by 
General Francisco Franco. Of 
the estimated 32,000-35,000 
volunteers who fought on the 
Republican side, around 2,500 
made up the British Battalion. 
Three-quarters of British 
volunteers were members of 
the Communist Party or the 
Young Communist League. 

These heroes fought and 
died bravely in defence of 
freedom and justice in Spain at 
battles in Madrid, Jarama and 
Guadalajara against the might 
of Franco, Hitler and Mussolini, 
in the face of a supposed ‘non- 
intervention policy’ operating 
across Europe. Of those who 
served, an estimated 16%-30% 
lost their lives in the conflict. 

These volunteers proudly 
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Picture: 
the British 
contingent of 
the IFB is named in 
honour of legendary 
RMT leader Bob Crow 

ya 

oe Crow Brigadk’s respon: 

totegwent vital 

gave their lives in an effort 
to stop the rising tide of 
fascism sweeping across 
the continent. By contrast, 
Benn’s comparison of these 
heroes to possible Western 
intervention in Syria, and 
Britain’s commitment to 
airstrikes in the region seems 
more reminiscent of the Nazi 
Condor Legion and their 
terror bombing campaign in 
Spain during the civil war - 
levelling entire villages in their 
fight to spread their hateful 
ideology throughout the 
country. 

Inspired by the valiant fight 
of the International Brigades 
in Spain, a similar group has 
been formed in Rojava, Syria 
during the civil war which 
has torn the country apart, 
known as the ‘International 

call to negotidte withslaniic 
a :   

Freedom Battalion’ (IFB). The 
IFB was founded in June 2015 
by a number of Communist 
parties, spearheaded by the 
Marxist-Leninist Communist 
Party (Turkey). The group is 
made up of volunteer fighters 
from Turkey, Greece, Spain, 
Germany, France, Britain and 
Ireland among others, and 
fights alongside the Kurdish 
People’s Protection Units 
(YPG) in Northern Syria and 
Iraq, against IS. 

The group contains 

fighters of many ideologies, 
including Marxist-Leninists, 
Maoists, Hoxhaists and 
anarchists, similar to the 
diverse make-up of the original 
International Brigade. The 
British/Irish contingent of the 
IFB have styled themselves 
the ‘Bob Crow Brigade’, after 

SYRIAN CIVIL WAR 

the legendary trade union 
leader and self-described 
“communist/socialist”. 

During their struggle in 
Northern Syria, they have sent 
messages of solidarity to the 
labour movement in Britain 
and Ireland, sending support 
to striking rail workers in the 
UK, striking bus workers in 
Ireland and protesting seeking 
a repeal of the constitutional 
ban on abortion in Ireland. 
They were highly critical of 
former Labour leadership 
candidate Owen Smith on his 
proposal to negotiate with IS, 
and the Turkish government 
for its military intervention in 
Northern Syria. 

These heroes have bravely 
fought numerous battles, with 
significant victories, against 
IS in Northern Syria, notably 
in the heroic recapture of 
the city of Manbij, and now 
the ongoing operation to 
recapture Mosul. In these 
battles, many of the brave 
fighters have been martyred, 
including some volunteers 
from Britain.A recent high- 
profile death was that of Ryan 
Lock, a British fighter in the 
Bob Crow Brigade martyred in 
the fight for the IS stronghold 
of Raqqa, mourned by the 
Kurdish community in Syria for 
his bravery in their struggle. 

Unlike the heroes of the 
original International Brigades, 
met with enthusiastic crowds 
at railway stations, including 
visits from Clement Attlee 
and Willie Gallacher, today’s 
fighters have been poorly 
received in many countries 
across Europe. Such cases have 
involved returning fighters 
and members acting in other 
capacities, being subject to 

arrest on numerous occasions, 
particularly in Spain, for 
participating in armed conflicts 
out with their homeland, 
as part of a designated 
‘terrorist organisation’. It 
would seem that Western 
governments have remained as 
unsympathetic to the cause of 
the anti-fascist group as they 
were during the fight against 
Franco in the 1930s. 

In short, it would seem 
that Benn’s comparison 
of imperialist airstrikes to 
the heroic deeds of the 
International Brigades is 
not only preposterous and 
historically inaccurate, but 
does an unthinkable injustice 
to both those who fought 
Franco in the 1930s, as well as 
the modern day International 
Freedom Battalion in their 
valiant fight against Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria. 

The IFB deserve nothing 
but complete solidarity 
for their anti-fascist, anti- 
imperialist deeds in the region, 
along with their contribution 
to the Kurdish struggle in 
Rojava and the wider area. 
The willingness of the 
volunteers to give their lives 
for their beliefs, especially 
those already martyred in the 
struggle against Islamic State, 
are worthy of nothing but 
our respect and admiration 
and should be held in the 
highest regard as we would 
hold those heroes of the 
International Brigades in the 
fight against rising fascism in 
the 1930s. 

Sean Mulgrew is a 
member of the Young 
Communist League 
Glasgow Branch. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN THE 
STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM 
Don’t stop being angry at the greed and 

waste of capitalism. 

GET INVOLVED, GET ORGANISED, JOIN 
THE CP & YCL TODAY! 

Apply at: www.ycl.org.uk 

www.communist-party.org.uk    secon oo ene mma EE mem mm



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 

  
Professor JOHN FOSTER, explains why and how the Bolsheviks came to 

power in Russia's Great October Socialist Revolution 

n the evening of 
November 7 1917 
a small group of 

frightened men — ministers 
of Russia’s Provisional 
Government — waited in the 
imperial throne room of the 
Winter Palace. 

At 3am, they were taken 
into custody.A few hours later 
they were released. 

By then, Russia’s socialist 
revolution had taken place. 
Over previous days, the 
Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ 
and Soldiers’ Deputies had 
secured control of most of the 
city.Across Russia’s towns and 
cities, committees of workers 
and soldiers were similarly in 
possession. 

There were only isolated 
attempts at resistance, mainly 
by remnants of the tsarist 

officer corps. 
Russia’s socialist revolution 

was almost entirely peaceful 
and was so because the old 
order had lost all support. 
It was also a democratic 
revolution, restoring power to 
the only legitimate democratic 
bodies in Russia at the time, 
the workers’ committees — 
Soviets — elected during the 
earlier February revolution. 

This is the real history of 
the October Revolution. Most 
accounts circulating today 
would claim the opposite 
— that it was a bloody coup 
carried out by a minority of 
Bolshevik extremists and for 
that reason only sustained by a 
reign of terror. 

Not so. The October 
Revolution was a mass 
revolution carried through by 

the Russian working class and 
its allies among the working 
peasantry. 

To understand why this 
extraordinary event was 
possible, some historical 
background is needed on the 
nature of Russian capitalism, 
Russia’s revolutionary 
traditions and on what divided 
its two main left parties, 
the Mensheviks and Lenin’s 
Bolsheviks. 

Lenin described Russia 
as the “weakest link” in the 
chain of imperialism, though 
its imperialism was highly 
aggressive. Over the previous 
half century its conquests 
in the Caucasus, Siberia, 
Central Asia, the Far East 
and Manchuria had seen the 
seizure of more territory 
than any of its rivals. Yet this 

aggression was a product of 
weakness. 

Russia’s capitalist 
development was late and 
dependent. It relied on capital 
from France, Britain and 
the United States and these 
investors sought super-profits 
from the raw materials of the 
Russian empire and its cheap 
labour. 

Overall, 33 per cent 
of the capital for Russia’s 
industrialisation came from 
France, Britain and the US. In 

coal, foreign ownership was 74 
per cent, in iron and steel 54 
per cent and in chemicals 50 
per cent and oil 45 per cent. 

Russia’s capitalists were 
therefore dependent, and 
knew they were dependent, 
on the military machine of 
the tsarist autocracy, not just 
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for their profits but also for 
their own protection in face of 
Russia’s insurgent population. 

The country’s 
revolutionary traditions were 
profound and mass-based. 
The centuries’ long struggle 
against serfdom eventually 
secured its abolition in 1861, 
only to precipitate the rural 
population into an even 
more lethal form of financial 
servitude. 

They were compelled to 
compensate their former 
owners and sell the food, and 
increasingly the land, that they 
needed for subsistence. The 
size of holdings diminished and 
poverty increased. 

As in lreland, this produced 
resistance — strengthened 
in Russia’s case by continuing 
traditions of communal 
organisation. Tens of thousands 
of local risings occurred in the 
two decades before 1914 and 
this tradition of resistance was 
taken into the towns and cities 
by the hundreds of thousands 
now displaced from the 
countryside. 

By 1914, Russia had just 
short of four million industrial 
workers, concentrated in the 
two great capital cities of 
Petersburg and Moscow. They 
worked in giant factories, the 
biggest in the world, and lived 
within striking distance of the 
main seats of imperial power. 

The big question, the one 
that divided the Mensheviks 
and Bolsheviks, was how to 
lead this movement. 

Like their right-wing 
colleagues in western Europe, 
the Mensheviks argued that 
capitalism had to fully mature 
before any advance into 
socialism and that the task 
of socialists meantime was 
to support the bourgeoisie 
in developing liberal 
parliamentary institutions and, 
for themselves, to strengthen 
labour movement organisation. 

Any revolutionary 
challenge was out of the 
question. But Lenin disagreed. 
Whatever might be the case 
in western Europe, this was 
not so in Russia. Its capitalist 
class was dependent on the 
tsarist autocracy for markets, 
for external expansion and 
simply to defend it against an 
insurgent population. 

The 1905 Revolution had 

already demonstrated that 
Russia’s new bourgeoisie was 
incapable of pushing forward 
any type of democratic 
transformation that could 
change the balance of class 
forces. 

In Russia, said Lenin, it 
was the working class that 
had to lead the challenge to 
the tsarist autocracy and its 
empire.And it had to do so 
in alliance with the insurgent 
peasantry and Russia’s subject 
peoples and hence champion 
the right to national self- 
determination. 

By contrast, the 
Mensheviks did not support 
self-determination and saw 
Russia’s territorial expansion 
as essential for its capitalist 
development. 

Predictably, when war came 
in 1914 the Mensheviks, like 
right-wing social democrats 
elsewhere, supported it. 

The Bolsheviks opposed it. 
By February 1917, millions 

had died at the front and 
there was near starvation 
in the cities. The trigger for 
the first February revolution 
was a march of women 
factory workers in Petrograd 
demanding bread. That 
nice family man Nicholas II 
ordered the army to clear the 
streets and, as was his wont, 
congratulated his troops on 
the resulting massacre. 

But the garrison troops in 
Petrograd were having none 
of it. They mutinied and joined 
the workers, while the tsar’s 
own high command forced him 
to abdicate. 

The response of workers 
was to recreate the Workers’ 
Committees, or Soviets, that 
had been a feature of the 1905 
Revolution. Every workplace 
elected delegates, with the 
Petrograd Soviet numbering 
thousands of mandated 
members. These Soviets 
represented direct democracy, 
the only type that Russia 
possessed. 

It was at this point that 
crucial differences arose 
between the Bolsheviks 
and the Menshevik Social 
Democrats and their Socialist 
Revolutionaries (SR) allies, the 
party representing the better- 
off peasants. 

The Mensheviks wanted 
to continue the war. Together 
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with the SRs, they had majority 
support in most Soviets, 
above all in Petrograd and 
used their majority to return 
governmental powers to the 
old tsarist war cabinet, the 
ministers to whom Nicholas 
Il had handed power. It was 
these men who became the 
Provisional Government, with 
the later addition of a couple 
of Menshevik and SR ministers 
including Alexander Kerensky. 

The consequences soon 
demonstrated the correctness 
of Lenin’s analysis. Far from 
conceding democratic rights, 
this new “liberal” government, 
in its drive to mobilise 
resources for the war, moved 
quickly to the right. 

In July, mass 
demonstrations erupted 
in Petrograd demanding 
peace and economic justice. 
Demonstrators were shot 
down and remaining civil 
liberties suspended. 

Under its new leader 
Kerensky, the Provisional 
Government then sought to 
transform its political base. It 
gave control of war policy to 
demagogic tsarist general Lavr 
Korniloy and, to the anger of 
both workers and peasants, 
convened an assembly of 
landlords and industrialists. 

This proved the turning 
point. Support for the 
Mensheviks in the Soviets 
collapsed and the SRs split. 
By August-September, the 
Bolsheviks and their left SR 
allies had majorities in almost 
all the Soviets across Russia. 

The Bolshevik demand 
was now for all power to the 
Soviets, the return of power 
to Russia’s only democratic 
institutions. 

Their slogan Peace, Bread 
and Land sought to unite 
Russia’s working masses in the 
cities and in the countryside 
for a new order, one in which 
working people themselves 
could take control. 

On November 7, they did. 
John Reed’s Ten Days that 
Shook the World documents 
the bewildering sense of 
freedom — together with the 
understanding by ordinary 
people that the world had 
totally changed and they 
themselves were changing it. 

For the world outside, the 
news of a Russian workers’ 

revolution transformed 
expectations of what was 
possible. In Austria and 
Germany, anti-war strikes and 
mutinies erupted through 
December and January 1918. 

In Britain, the anti-war 
movement was massively 
strengthened. Strikes swept 
through the munitions 
industries as anti-war shop 
stewards won support from 
their fellow workers. Mass 
arrests, including that of 
Scottish revolutionary socialist 
John Maclean, followed. 

“lam not here,” he told 
the court, “as the accused. 
lam here as the accuser of 
capitalism dripping with blood 
from head to foot.” 

The lesson was not lost 
on those he accused. From 
November 1917, the agents 
of Britain and France in Russia 
spent small fortunes rallying 
the remnants of the tsarist 
forces. 

Within three months, still 
in the midst of the first world 
war, British troops had landed 
in Russia followed by those 
from France, the United States, 
Romania and Japan. 

Winston Churchill, the 
British War Minister, declared 
it his intention to “strangle 
Bolshevism at birth.” 

In the ensuing war, 
lasting till 1920, hundreds of 
thousands did die. By a neat 
trick of omission, one leading 
British academic, in a short 
history recently published 
by Oxford University Press, 
attributes all these deaths to 
the Bolshevik “reign of terror.” 

No reference whatsoever 
is made to the troops, funds 
and munitions sent by his own 
country to sustain the proto- 
fascist tsarist forces murdering 
their way across Russia. 

This war did exact a 
terrible toll on the revolution 
and the Russian working class. 
But the revolution survived, 
transforming the balance 
of world forces for two 
generations, helping to lift the 
yoke of colonialism from the 
majority of the world’s people 
and, in the second world war, 
ensuring the defeat of fascism. 

John Foster is 
International Secretary of 
the Communist Party. 
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eulogies and 
| n all of the obituaries, 

commentaries in the 

j ft h of C di 

im porta nce r Fidel Castrot-deatit 

of Cuban there has been a 
distinct absence of any 
mention of the Cuban 
Revolution’s most 
important influence: 
José Marti. 

Marti is widely 
recognised as Cuba’s 

most respected thinker 
and theoretician of the 

nation’s independence. 
Marti’s appeal was universal, 

or ‘the most universal’, as Fidel 
once stated; a freedom fighter, 
poet and philosopher. 

Marti, who was by some 
accounts no master military 

leader, died rather tragically 
in battle at a relatively 

early age, unable to see 
the culmination of 

the Cuban War of 
Independence. 

national hero, 
José Marti, to 
the political 
development 
of Fidel Castro 
and the Cuban 
Revolution 

Independence from a 
crumbling Spanish Empire 
was the guiding mission in his 
life but, ever the long term 
strategist, Marti was well 
aware that official statehood 
would be just the first step 
in achieving a truly liberated 
Cuba. 

Acknowledging that the 
Spanish Empire had been in 
decline for the best part of 
two centuries, Marti correctly 
predicted that the biggest 
future threat to Latin America 
would be that posed by the 
burgeoning US Empire - an 
expansionist and racist system 
that had the potential to 
be equally rapacious as any 
colonial system. 

Marti had been sufficiently 
exposed to the dangers of 
the US political system to 
realise its proximity to the 
corrupt European models. 
He dispelled any admirations 
he may have once held in 
his youth towards the US in 
an essay published in 1886, 
when he wrote:“This republic, 
through an uncontrolled cult 
towards wealth, has fallen 
into the inequality, injustice 
and violence witnessed 
in monarchic countries... 
America, as such, is the same 
as Europe!” 

Instead of the radical 
counterbalance to European 
monarchies he had supposed 
it to be, Marti became aware 
that US economic strength had 
been based not only on the 
incessant expansion outside



of its borders, but also on the 
suppression of workers and 
minorities within its borders. 
The US, as he saw it, was an 
economic system backed up by 
imperialist expansion on one 
hand, and by the segregation 
and marginalisation of blacks 
and Indians on the other. 

His critique of racist 
US culture is perhaps at its 
starkest during his reflections 
on the Monetary Congress 
of the American Republics, 
during which he concludes 
that ‘they (the US) believe in 
the indisputable superiority 
of the Anglo-Saxon race over 
the Latin race... they believe 
in the lowly character of the 
black race, which yesterday 
they enslaved and today they 
subdue, as well as that of 
the Indian race, which they 
exterminate’ 

His utmost fear, as 
expanded upon in his seminal 
‘Nuestra America’ essay 
of 1891, was that Hispanic 
American countries would find 
themselves under threat from 
a country which ‘declares them 
to be expendable and inferior’. 
This North American belief 
in its inherent superiority, 
Marti recognised, had been 
serving as the pretext for the 
proposed annexation of Cuba 
some 50 years beforehand, 
and would serve to legitimise 
future occupations. 

Marti applied his 
conclusion on the corrupting 
influence of US wealth and its 
need for constant expansion 
to Latin America’s quest 
for economic and political 
independence, in a way that 
was redolent of Lenin’s 
thought and struggle. 

His critique of US influence 
throughout the Americas, 
and his emphasis on the 
importance of the unified 
struggle against the colonial 
and imperial oppressors (both 
Spain and the US), were of 
such influence that Marti has 
been credited with having 
‘enriched Marxism in its 
understanding of imperialism 
and the forces that animated 
it’, as the critic Jorge Ibarra has 
outlined. 

Marti’s detailed analysis 
of the US allowed him to see 
material greed as the driving 
force for material expansion. 
sHis collection of texts, 

Disdain, 
disrespect 
and 
complacency 
(=) c= a=) 
dominant US 
sentiments 
towards Cuba 
and Latin 
America since 
the United 
States’ very 
foundation 
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letters and essays in effect 
issued a pre-emptive warning 
to Hispano-Americans on 
the dangers of US imperial 
expansion, at a time when the 
main preoccupation had been 
independence from Spain and 
‘nobody talked, in the slightest, 
about annexation’ (Fidel). 

Disdain, disrespect and 
complacency were the 
dominant US sentiments 
towards Cuba and Latin 
America since the United 
States’ very foundation, and 
Marti was unable to ignore 
this, writing: ‘the disdain shown 
by the formidable neighbour... 
is the greatest threat to Our 
America’. The threat felt 
by Marti was such that he 
appealed for Latin Americans 
to familiarise themselves 
with the enemy, certain in 
his menacing prediction that 
‘the day of the visit is fast 
approaching’. 

Indeed, Marti’s numerous 
forecasts were proven 
right a few years after his 
death, when the US, having 
played a significant part in 
the successful fight against 

Spain, went on to impose the 
infamous Platt Amendment. 

This innocuous sounding 
‘amendment’ in effect forbade 
economic relations with 
other countries, and gave 
the US exclusive rights over 
its military policy (even the 
right to invade Cuba, if it saw 

necessary). This colonial policy 
amounted to annexation in all 
but name. 

US intervention in Cuba’s 
affairs, though carried out in 
the name of independence, had 
come at a heavy price. 

Marti knew that US 
interference and intervention 
would not just be limited to a 
particular point in history, and 
that the multiple struggles he 
had outlined would be present 
for as long as Cuba continued 

  

to assert its independence. 
The fight against Colonial 

Spain might have been his 
raison d’étre, but the fight 
against the US would be the 
cause of future generations, 
and Marti was only too aware 
of this. Many years later 
Castro would draw upon 
these thoughts, acknowledging 
that independence was a 
constant struggle, against many 
enemies and different empires. 

It is little wonder, then, 
that Marti’s legacy was the 
guiding inspiration for Castro's 
revolution. Marti was a man 
who founded the Cuban 
Revolutionary Party and 
fought two of the world’s 
largest empires, dying for his 
country’s independence. 

Marti’s final piece 
of writing was a letter 
penned at the height of the 
Independence War to his 
friend Manuel Mercado. In the 
letter, which reads somewhat 
like a self-penned obituary, 
Marti outlined his life’s main 
task, writing: 

‘Every day now | am in 
danger of giving my life for my 
country and my duty — since 
| understand it and have the 
spirit to carry it out — in 
order to prevent, by the timely 
independence of Cuba, the 
United States from extending 
its hold across the Antilles 
and falling with all the greater 
force on the lands of our 
America.All that | have done 
up to now, and all | will do, is 
for that purpose: 

In many respects, these 
words serve as the most fitting 
tribute to Fidel’s life too. 

Julian Jones is a member 
of the Young Communist 
League Executive 
Committee and is the 
League's International 
Secretary. 
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The Political Resolution adopted by Congress, the highest 

democratic body of the League, at the 48th Congress of the Young 

Communist League of Britain. 

Introduction 

s capitalism’s 
international crisis 
deepens, the British 

and international ruling class 
responds by stepping up 
‘austerity’, attacking living 
conditions in the drive 
for maximum profit, and 
imperialist activity abroad 
in the Middle East, Eastern 
Europe, Pacific, Americas and 
elsewhere for dominance 
of the globe and resources. 
We are witnessing significant 
political upheavals to which 
it is our duty to respond as 
Young Communists with an 
adequate understanding and 
plan of action. 

Jeremy Corbyn has been 
elected and maintained leader 
of the Labour Party, due to the 
organisation of the grassroots 
Labour Left and trade unions 
and the contradictory effect 
of New Labour's legacy on 
the Labour Party.Whilst 
the ‘establishment’ of the 
Labour Party (mainly the 
Parliamentary Labour Party 
and officials) are opposed to 
the left-wing programme of 
Corbyn and his supporters, 
being determined to retain 
their party's neoliberal and 
imperialist policies (New 
Labour) in service of British 
and international capital, those 

— Ruskin House, Croydon, 3rd December 2016 

policies have alienated their 
core working class support, as 
has occurred to the benefit of 
far-right and other reactionary 
political forces. The result is 
Corbyn’s success amongst 
members and masses of 
previously excluded working 
class people who are newly 
becoming involved in political 
activity and interested in 
Socialism. 

The Young Communist 
League must support 
and encourage Corbyn’s 
supporters, especially the 
newly politicised masses, many 
of whom are young people. 
We must try to create friendly 
links with them via shared 
campaigns, support for the 
Morning Star, etc. in order 
to share Marxist analysis and 
Communists’ confidence in 
class and extra-parliamentary 
politics, and thereby maximise 
their potential to strengthen 
the labour and progressive 
movements long-term. It is 
crucial that today’s young 
people know how analysis 
and power exerted from 
below can not only ensure the 
implementation of a left-wing 
programme should Corbyn 
win power, but also have 
the confidence to continue 
struggling as future actors of 
the labour and progressive 
movements should his left- 

wing programme be defeated 
at the present time. 

The second upheaval 
has been Brexit. Although 
both sides of the debate 
have stirred up xenophobia 
and racism, the Brexit 
result was a victory for 
democracy, sovereignty and 
the possibility of progressive 
(social democratic, socialist, 
and anti-imperialist) policies 
fundamentally opposed to 
the big business nature of the 
European Union. It was a blow 
to the vast majority of the 
British and international ruling 
class, which sought a Remain 
vote in order to most safely 
maintain their profiteering and 
power on the world stage. 

Nevertheless, it is possible 
that the British ruling class will 
subvert the vote for Brexit, 
leading to an apparent British 
commitment to remain in the 
increasingly close, militaristic 
and right wing union. This step 
backwards would be aided by 
the clear lack of class analysis 
of and opposition to the EU 
in the labour and progressive 
movements. The YCL wishes 
to reaffirm its commitment 
to exposing the exploitative 
effect of so-called ‘freedom’ 
of movement in the European 
Union and asserts that this 
tendency has a detrimental 
impact on the working classes 

across Europe, driving down 
wages to the benefit of the 
capitalist class and its constant 
search for cheap exploitative 
sources of labour. Without 
forgetting the impact of the 
‘brain drain’ effect caused by 
swathes of people moving 
towards more prosperous 
countries in Europe, stifling 
the economic prosperity of 
many nations in Southern 
and Eastern Europe. Crucially, 
this freedom of movement 
is not only detrimental to 
those within Europe, but is 
also discriminatory against 
peoples from outside its 
borders, keeping those of non- 
European origins (read non- 
whites) firmly out, and forcing 
many into desperate situations 
such as those evidenced in the 
recent migrant crisis. 

As such, the YCL must 
fight for a left-wing exit from 
the European Union and 
respond to the toxic and 
politically confused debate 
around Brexit with a positive, 
forward-looking and left 
wing programme for young 
people and the independent 
future of Britain. Key points 
relative to the exit from the 
European Union can be found 
in the Lexit campaign, with 
which the Party and the YCL 
have actively been involved. 
The YCL has to promote an 
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understanding of the role 
played by the EU as a structure 
formed to defend capitalist 
interests and not workers’ 
rights and break through the 
other myths surrounding the 
EU. 

Since the EU referendum 
was held, there has been 
a powerful ruling class 
campaign to try to overturn 
the democratic result in 
collaboration with liberal 
and conservative mainstream 
media outlets alike. Among the 
tactics used have been calls for 
a second referendum and the 
successful forcing of the need 
for Parliament to approve the 
triggering of Article 50. In this 
sense, this has not been the 
first time that the outcome 
of a democratic decision has 
been overturned or attempted 
to be overturned at an EU 
level. Votes against successive 
EU treaties in France and 
Ireland, for instance, as 
well as the rejection of EU 
austerity in Greece, have 
been roundly ignored, or 
the referenda repeated until 
the ‘right’ outcome was 
achieved. Included in our list 
of demands for a left wing exit 
from the EU are: regulations 
on the movement of capital, 
commodities and labour in the 
interest of working people; the 
transfer of admittedly limited 
social and environmental 
progressive policies of 
the EU; continuation of 
the funding given for vital 
programmes supported 
by the EU; the immediate 
termination of contributions 
to the EU budget; guarantee 
of residence for current EU 
citizens in Britain; a reversal 

of unfair immigration rules 
on non-Europeans and, vitally, 
withdrawal from the EU 
Common Foreign and Defence 
policy and the alliance with 
NATO. 

The third upheaval is 
the movement for Scottish 
independence and the rise of 
the Scottish National Party. 
Like the rise of Jeremy Corbyn, 
the rise of the SNP has filled 
the vacuum left by bankrupt 
New Labour politics. However, 
in contrast to the potential 
of Jeremy Corbyn’s left wing 
programme — which is thanks 
to the mass movement 
including trade unions behind 

him — the SNP in government 
has continued the anti-worker, 
neoliberal policies benefiting 
capitalists in Scotland and the 
UK in general. Furthermore, 
the SNP has opportunistically 
aligned itself with the EU and 
created a divisive climate of 
nation before class. The YCL 
reaffirms the perspective 
set out in Britain’s Road 

to Socialism, detailing that 
progressive federalism is the 
best basis from which to 
resolve the national question. 
This outlook combines 
the need for the Scottish 
and Welsh people to elect 
legislatures with the powers 
and resources to intervene 
decisively in their economies 
for the interest of the working 
class, alongside a retention of 
a British federal parliament 
with sufficient powers to 
effect a radical redistribution 
of wealth within and across 
Britain, thereby enhancing 
working class unity across the 
three nations, for the struggle 
against British state-monopoly 
capitalism. 

The YCL has to continue 
to expose the failures of 
nationalism and capitalism 
to provide for the people of 
Scotland and, as part of that, 
highlight the true nature of the 
SNP and EU and the necessity 
for class politics and socialism 
within a federal Britain. 
The YCL is opposed to the 
current demands for a second 
referendum on Scottish 
independence. 

Trade Unions 

oung Workers continue 
Ye be largely trapped in 

sectors of the economy 
that have low trade union 
density, low pay and casual 
hours. These jobs are normally 
service sector and compliant 
unions continue to dominate 
in those workplaces where 
they are recognized. New 
initiatives have begun to 

be taken by various unions 
in order to organise more 
proactively in these sectors. 
There is an understanding of 
the need to tackle issues in 
a generalized way across the 
entire sector, beginning to go 
beyond previous employer- 
based models. YCLers are 
continuing to play a role 
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individually and 
collectively in 
their trade 
unions. 

The YCL 
can and 
should play 
a decisive 
role in the 
creation 
of young 
trade 
unionist 

groups, 
within 
one or 
across 
various 
trade unions, 
which are linked to lay 
members trade union 
organisations like trade 
councils. This will bring unity 
to the movement, focus it 
on creating new models of 
organising, and a means to 
advance campaigns that rightly 
aim to engage young workers 
on a broad set of aims, such 
as ‘Decent Work for All’. 
YCLers can demonstrate 
by example the need for 
Communist organization 
and understanding for an 
effective labour movement. 
Such initiatives will put the 
labour movement on the 
offensive in communities and 
workplaces across Britain, 
and provide a basis for future 
action, Marxist education from 
experience, and development 
of the movement, including 
new young members of the 
Labour Party whom can be 
encouraged to become active 
trade unionists if not already. 

Austerity has been 
continually enforced not only 
by central bodies at a national 
or supranational level, such 
as the Tory Government 
or the EU, but also at local 
level where councils play a 
key role in enforcing policies 
and cuts that oppress the 
most vulnerable. Both Tory 
and Labour councils have 
cut frontline services, and 
at a local level the effect of 
spending cuts can become 
much more evident and 
pronounced. Ultimately, local 
councils have control over 
their budgets and the targeting 
of key services needs to be 
stopped. The YCL will continue 
to press for action at a local 
level - where austerity can be 

clearly witnessed - and 
at a national level, where 
crippling austerity budgets are 
having untold damage to the 
poorest and most vulnerable. 
Suffice it to say, the politics 
of austerity has no place in 
society, no matter who or 
what organisation enforces it. 

Student Politics 

ory attacks on education 
continue with a 
haphazard approach 

to secondary education, 
continuing marketisation 
through the creation of 
academies and now the revival 
of grammar schools. The YCL 
should make use of its unique 
Position as a revolutionary 
group for young people to 
create links between school 
and college students and 
teachers where possible. 
The case must be made for 
comprehensive, non-selective 
and secular education, and 

these students encouraged to 
get engaged with campaigns on 
these issues. 

In higher education 
more is being done to 
stratify the education system 
with the likely result being 
a stratified fees system, 
based off the “Research 
Excellence Framework” 
and “Teaching Excellence 
Framework”, creating a strictly 
marketised and privatised 
higher education system. 
YCLers should work to build 
organised resistance to these 
attacks on higher education 
via new and existing initiatives, 

and strengthen the links 
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between students and the 
labour movement, especially 
unions on campuses and 
trades councils, in order to do 
that more effectively. 

Student politics has 
seen a shift to the left with 
support for free education 
being passed by the NUS in 
2014 and the election of left 
wing leaders committed to 
campaigning for the needs 
of students and working 
more closely with university 
workers. However, student 
politics remains dominated by 
non-class based politics and 
instead liberal, individualistic, 
identity politics. 

YCLers should work 
in and build free education 
and similar groups, bringing 
together as broad a group 
of students as possible into 
involvement with national 
student campaigns. We should 
continue to play a positive 
and supportive role alongside 
Labour and other progressive 
students on and off campus in 
socialist societies, progressive 
organisations such as CND, 
Stop the War and the People’s 
Assembly Against Austerity. 

Simultaneously, we do 
not endorse ‘entryism’ and 
empty sloganeering. We must 
maintain and build our distinct 
Marxist-Leninist approach and 
organisation, which seeks unity 
of our movement and a critical, 
effective approach to work, 
both of which are lacking in 
the student movement. For 
a long-term plan of radical 
and practical action, we 
need to teach the student 
movement the lessons of the 
labour movement. The Labour 
leadership’s proposals for a 
free, cradle to grave “National 

Education Service” (NES) 
also provide a focus point for 
unified, programmatic action 
against the Tories, privatisation 
and capitalism. 

Communist 
Renewal 

his last year saw 
the beginning of the 
Communist Renewal 

process, whereby Communist 
Party members seek to equip 
themselves with the analysis, 
organisation and confidence 
for present challenges and 
for a Communist Party for 

the 21st Century.As the class 
struggle intensifies in our 
country, particularly around 
the left wing programme 
presented by Jeremy 
Corbyn, the importance of a 
Communist movement capable 
of advancing the interests of 
the working class against the 
odds cannot be overstated. 

The YCL and its members 
must continue to be involved 
in the process, given the 
differences in experience of 
our younger membership, as 
the future of the Party, and in 
order to live up to our historic 
role as the vanguard of the 
working class.All YCLers 
must support and develop 
this process by re-evaluating, 
building and reinvigorating the 
Communist movement, its 
ideas and approaches long- 
term. 

International 

eactionary forces are 
R= the offensive against 

anti-imperialist and 
anti-neoliberal governments 
and popular movements in 
Latin America and elsewhere. 
In South Africa, the ANC is 
losing support. The ‘Pink Tide’ 
is being reversed in Venezuela, 
Argentina and Brazil. The 
recently elected government 
of Macri is undermining the 
process of regional integration, 
reinforcing U.S. hegemony, 
and attacking labour rights in 
Argentina. The new right-wing 
president of Brazil, installed 
by a legislative coup against 
Rousseff, is also attacking 
labour rights and pursuing 
privatisation. In Venezuela, the 
class struggle is intensifying 

as Maduro’s Socialist Party 
government explicitly 
intervenes in the economy 

against sabotage, and the right 
wing seeks to topple them 
through a combination of 
legislation, violence and the 
threat of U.S. intervention. 
The intention is the reversal 
of the political empowerment 
of working class people that 
has taken place in the region 
since Hugo Chavez’ election in 
Venezuela from 1999 onwards, 
supported by at all points by 
socialist Cuba. 

The reorientation of 
the United States and the 
European Union towards 

Cuba, choosing to reopen 
diplomatic relations and 
limited investment whilst 
continuing the economic 
blockade and to undermine 
socialism in Cuba, is part 
of imperialism’s general 
reorientation of strategy 
throughout the world, 
as well as the increasing 
contradictions and anarchy 
within capitalism. This ‘soft 
power’ contrasts with the 
increased provocations 
against Russia and China and 
increasingly contradictory 
actions of the United States 
and European powers in the 
international arena. Since 
the YCL's last congress, 
imperialism has been pursuing 
a largely successful strategy 
in creating chaos throughout 
the Middle East, as well as 
in Libya and other Arab 
countries. Western powers 
and their allies in the region 
have afforded covert and 
overt support to theocratic 
extremists in the Arab world, 
including groups that disguise 
themselves as ‘democratic’ 
or ‘moderate’ oppositions to 
the nationalist movements 
of Assad or Gaddafi, but in 
reality are anything but. Such 
groups have acted willingly 
or unwillingly as imperialism’s 

agents. This tactic of promoting 
‘opposition’ groups can be, 
and is, easily replicated by 
imperialism in other parts of 
the world. 

Western condemnation 
of Russia’s and the Syrian 
government's role in the war 
is particularly hypocritical 
given the nature of US and 
British interventionism thus 
far in the Syrian conflict. It is 
clear that Western powers 
are completely unwilling to 
effectively combat Islamist 
extremism, including ISIS, 
and have shown themselves 
to be entirely complicit in 
the growth of these most 
reactionary elements. The YCL 
believes that a ‘world war by 
proxy’ in the Middle East is 
entirely possible, and that the 
chaos and instability in Syria 
and Iraq must not be allowed 
to spread into neighbouring 
countries and beyond as part 
of the expansionist needs of 
capitalism. 

The election of Donald 
Trump as President has 

confirmed long-standing 
developments which have 
delegitimised any form of 
left-wing politics within the 
US political process. Cold 
War rhetoric still abounds in 
the USA, consigning genuine 
left-wing politics to the fringes, 
while at the same time the 
centre-ground has inevitably 
lost credibility, as a result of 
the declining living standards 
that working class Americans 
have faced for many years. This 
has had the effect of moving 
politics towards the far-right, 
with its hatred xenophobia, 
nationalism and jingoism. 
Nonetheless, the victory of 
Trump should also be seen 
as an opportunity for the 
left in the USA and the UK, 
highlighting the fact that an 
increasing amount of people 
are disenfranchised with 
the status quo of neoliberal 
capitalism, and seek true 
change. In the meantime, 
however, the election of 
Donald Trump, an inconsistent 
despot, as president of the 
United States will add another 
element of unpredictability to 
the international situation. 

The UK, EU and NATO 
support for the fascist- 
backed coup in Ukraine on 
the Russian Federation's 
doorstep, including the British 
state’s training of Ukrainian 
soldiers, is another example 
of the capitalist contempt for 
democracy, peace and the 
rule of law, leading directly 
to repression and potentially 
apocalyptic consequences 
worldwide. This is further 
reflected in the British state's 
attempts at undermining 
the Brexit vote. The YCL 
wishes to state its support 
for the reunification of the 
32 counties of Ireland. It also 
stresses its support for the 
removal of all foreign British 
military bases, wherever they 
may be. 

The role of the YCL in 
Britain must be to increase 
understanding of imperialism 
which is lacking amongst 
the labour movement and 
young people. The YCL must 
continue to build opposition 
to the imperialist policies of 
our government including 
the replacement of the 
Trident nuclear weapons 
system, intervention in 
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Syria and Ukraine and our 
cooperation with the EU and 
NATO.As part of making 
this case, we must do more 
to work with and build 
existing anti-imperialist and 
solidarity organisations like 
Cuba Solidarity and Solidarity 
with Antifascist Resistance 
in Ukraine. The YCL will 
continuously demonstrate 
solidarity with progressive 
forces facing imperialist attacks 
around the globe. However, 
we also acknowledge that 
the failure to use state power 
to implement socialism — 
removing capitalist control — 
means that the contradictions 
of capitalism will, in the long 
term, weaken and reverse the 
gains of these forces and the 
working class. 

Women’s 
Liberation and 

quality 

‘omen continue 
to be poorly 
represented in 

the labour and progressive 
movements as a whole 
and in the YCL despite the 
facts that women make up 
half the population and are 
disproportionately suffering 
from the ruling class offensive 
on living standards. Attacks 
on women often translate 
into attacks on their families 
and broader society. Black 
and ethnic minority people, 
people with disabilities, and 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people are also 
experiencing specific attacks 

as part of their marginalisation. 
Meanwhile liberal attitudes 
that deny the links between 
race, gender and identity 
and class exploitation are 
encouraged by the ruling class 
and prevalent amongst young 
people. 

The YCL needs to address 
the shortage of diversity 
in the movement and our 
own organisation by making 
the case for liberation and 
socialism for all, something 
that can only be delivered 
by united, class-conscious 
workers.We can take 
advantage of our fraternal ties 
with domiciled Communists 
and organisations for workers 
from other countries, like the 
Indian Workers Association, 

our proud history as 
documented in the movie 
‘Pride’, and our affiliations to 
other organisations like the 
National Assembly of Women 
in order to coordinate 
relevant campaign work and 
bring under-represented 
people into the movement. 
Continued support for anti- 
racist and anti-xenophobia 
campaigns will form a part of 
this increased activity around 
genuine equality. 

Social policy 

he YCL notes that drug 
| use is commonplace in 

our society. In particular, 
problems of addiction and 
decriminalisation of users 
disproportionately affects 
young working-class people. 
There is strong evidence to 
suggest that decriminalisation 
has a positive effect at a 
societal level, as well as on the 
ability of users themselves to 
stop dangerous consumption. 

Environment 

his Congress 
recognises the grave 
situation of the planet. 

Rising sea temperatures, 
deforestation, desertification 
and pollution affect every 
human on the planet. 
Environmental devastation has 
a disproportionate effect on 
the poorest and on indigenous 
peoples around the globe. 
These are groups that it comes 
to affect first and foremost. 
This Congress recognises the 
increasing number of climate 
refugees fleeing deforestation, 
pollution and rising sea levels. 
This Congress recognises 
that mitigation is needed to 
alleviate the suffering and 
destitution of victims of 
environmental destruction 
and calls for urgent action 
to reduce further rises in 
sea levels by tackling carbon 
emissions. This Congress 
concludes that only shared 
public ownership of that land 
and economy can bring about 
climate justice and sound 
environmental planning. Only 
when our environmental 
resources are free from the 
locusts of capitalism cam we 
have a hope of safeguarding 
the earth’s ecosystems. 
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+X M6riiing Star 
Constitution of the YCL 
IV. Membership 
Members shall be expected to: 

Sell, read and encourage 
other young people to read 
and support the Morning Star 

Do your bit and support the 
People’s Paper! 
  

  

Write in to the Challenge 
Letters Page! 

Ask a question, 
start a debate, 
comment, 
criticism or 
praise - all 
welcome! 

“hy 
Send letters to: Ly 6 
challenge@ycl.org.u iY c. 

    

    

   

   

  
  

  

  
YCL T-SHIRTS 

£14.99 
+ £1.99 p&p 

Men’s and 
Women’s Fit     Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL 

Available at: www.communist-party.org.Uk   
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The Organisational Resolution adopted by Congress, the highest 
democratic body of the League, at the 48th Congress of the Young 
Communist League of Britain. 

Introduction 

ince our 47th Congress at 
the end of 2014, the Young 
Communist League has 

taken important steps towards 
increasing our organisational 
strength and has continued 
to grow modestly.We have 
sought to target the priorities 
set at our last Congress but 
the fast changing political 
situation domestically and 
internationally have also led 
to new unexpected challenges 
and opportunities. Despite 
this, the League remains weak 
and without the critical mass 
of cadres needed to make the 
impact on the ground and in 
our communities in order to 
shift the balance of forces. 

Since our last congress, 
we have sought to carry 
forward momentum on earlier 
initiatives and campaigns 
that the YCL was involved 
in but also to pioneer new 
ways of working and new 

tactics. We have continued 
to develop the YCL Summer 
Camp as a centrepiece of 
the YCL annual calendar. 
Not only is it of significant 
political value, it offers an 
opportunity for YCLers from 
across Britain the chance to 
meet, socialise and exchange 
ideas and experiences of 
activity. Congress instructs 

— Ruskin House, Croydon, 3rd December 2016 

the incoming Executive 
Committee to continue to 
develop camp on an annual 
basis and increase its scale 
and reach, to enhance its 
educational and cultural 
programme and to broaden 
its base to organisations 
friendly of the YCL and CP and 
potential recruits. 

International and 
Solidarity 

continued to be one of 
the chief supporters of the 

solidarity movement against 
the fascist-supported coup in 
Ukraine.We have continued 
to raise our voice in defence 
of the Bolivarian revolution 
in Venezuela, and against war 
and imperialist intervention 
in Syria.As the last Congress 
instructed that we have 
strengthened our links 
with the World Federation 
of Democratic Youth, our 
previous and current General 
Secretaries both attended the 
WEDY General Assembly in 
Havana in November 2015. 
The YCL is leading the British 
Preparatory Committee in 
the run up to next World 
Festival of Youth and Students 
in Sochi 2017. Congress 
instructs the incoming 
Executive Committee to 

nternationally the YCL has 

ensure that the delegation 
includes delegates from a 
broad range of progressive, 
solidarity and trade union 
organisations. In the face 
of increased imperialist 
aggression, this Congress 
also instructs the incoming 
Executive Committee to 
increase mobilisation and 
public work in defence of 
existing Socialist countries and 
also to make greater efforts to 
inform British workers about 
the achievements of socialism 
in those countries. 

Branches, Districts 
and Nations 

he outgoing Executive 
Committee has tried 
to place a renewed 

emphasis on local work and 
local campaigning. Regional and 
local public meetings and day 
schools have been organised 
thanks to EC and local 
initiative and this has made the 
YCL a visible force again in 
areas where we have not had 
a presence for decades. The 
YCL's internet and expanded 
social media platforms have 
featured greater efforts to 
highlight local issues. The 
regional organiser structure 
has been strengthened and 
a greater amount of regional 
autonomy in organising has 

been seen in the YCL's districts 
and nations. Over the past two 
years, numerous new branches 
and collectives have developed 
up and down the country. 
Having said this, we still face 
great deficiencies. Some 
districts are still left without a 
dedicated regional organiser, 
too many YCL members aren’t 
linked into a local branch, 
and too often branches and 
region fail to take the initiative 
on local issues or respond 
to EC calls for actions. The 
development of new YCL 
branches and recruitment of 
new YCL members is a crucial 
factor in developing a strong 
and formidable revolutionary 
organisation and Congress 
instructs the incoming EC 
that recruitment must be 
considered amongst our 
highest priorities. The new EC 
should also be assessing new 
possibilities for the creation 
of new YCL branches in 
undeveloped areas of Britain 
and examine interest and new 
membership applications to 
this end. Congress also calls 
on the incoming Executive 
Committee to build on the 
gains made in the previous 
two years by ensuring that 
every region has in place an 
adequately trained organiser 
and new mechanisms are 
found to allow branches and 
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regions to work collaboratively 
and receive support from 
other regions and the YCL 
nationally when they need it. 

National Initiatives 

t a national level the 
outgoing Executive 
have tried to stimulate 

activity by helping arrange 
meetings and events and 
local calls to actions as well 
as organising mobilisations 
for national events. The 
impressive YCL and CP 
“Red Bloc” at the People’s 
Assembly demonstration 
in July 2015 was just one 
example of this. The outgoing 
Executive Committee have 
attempted to pioneer new 
means of mobilising our 
membership during important 
periods such as the “Month 
of Action” first launched in 
September 2016 to coincide 
with university and college 
fresher’s weeks. Despite this, 
one of the League’s most 
significant weaknesses is its 
inability to mobilise its own 
membership. This Congress 
calls on the new Executive 
Committee to continue to 
test and develop new means 
of mobilising our members 
to action at a local and 
national level. Congress also 
instructs the new Executive 
Committee to continue to 
improve communication, in 
both directions, between 
the EC and the mass of YCL 
members. Congress instructs 
the incoming Executive 
Committee to work to 
develop volunteer teams to 
assist with the administration 
of the League and supporting 
the League’s campaigning work 
throughout the year. Congress 
directs the incoming Executive 
Committee to investigate 
the possibility of appointing 
a dedicated member of staff 
tasked with supporting the 
Executive Committee and 
building the YCL. 

The Youth 
Wing of the 

Commuhist Party 

elations between the 
YCL and the CP remain 
much improved and 

the continuing focus has been 
to improve dialogue and the 

levels of joint activity with the 
Party. Congress reiterates that 
the YCL considers itself an 
autonomous organisation with 
our own constitution, rules, 
structures, and programme of 
activity. However, Congress 
also reiterates that the YCL 
remains the youth-wing of 
the Communist Party, and the 
YCL is the product of the 
same history of militancy and 
working class struggle as the 
CP, and is committed to the 
Party’s programme, Britain’s 
Road to Socialism. Congress 
calls on the incoming Executive 
to continue strengthening the 
Party-YCL relationship, by 
continuing to ensure that the 
Party executive is informed 
of and invited to all YCL EC 
meetings, informed of our 
ongoing plans and priorities 
and invited to collaborate 
where possible. Links should 
continue to be cultivated 
with the relevant district and 
national Party structures. Since 
our last Congress the YCL 
successfully co-operated more 
efficiently with the CP in the 
area of recruitment, directing 
applicants to existing CP 
branches in areas where there 
are no nearby YCL branches 
or comrades. Congress 
instructs the new Executive 
Committee to ensure the 
positive trends are maintained 
and that local YCL branches 
and collective keep their local 
Party comrades informed of 
their activities and work with 
them where possible. 

Elections 

Ts last general election 
saw the CP standing 
a record number of 

candidates and a number of 
young candidates including 
many young women, indeed 
the youngest candidate in all 
of England was a YCL member. 
The YCL recognises this as 
a positive development and 
an increased opportunity 
for raising awareness of 
communist politics among 
young people throughout 
Britain. The YCL pays tribute 
to the work and dedication 
of our electoral candidates of 
2015. In this spirit, Congress 
instructs the incoming 
Executive Committee to 
provide all possible ongoing 
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support to the CP electoral 
strategy. 

The Morning Star 

he Morning Star, the only 
[ socialist daily newspaper 

in the English language, 
continues to be the daily 
paper of the left and trade 
union movement and the 
only voice of working class 
people in the mass media. 
The YCL recognises the 
continuing importance of the 
Morning Star and the living 
historical links between it and 
the communist movement as 
incorporating the traditions 
of the Daily Worker. The YCL 
applauds the positive steps 
the Morning Star has taken 
in recent years to ensure 
its survival and its place 
at the heart of the labour 
movement. This Congress asks 
that the incoming Executive 
Committee continue to 
support and promote the 
Morning Star amongst our 
membership and the wider 
movement. 

Executive 
Committee 

ongress notes that the 
outgoing Executive 
Committee has 

successfully returned to the 
Communist approach of 
appointing officers from the 
EC as responsible for certain 
areas of work. Congress 
instructs the incoming 
Executive Committee to 
continue to work in this 
fashion but also to develop 
new means for collaboration 
between EC officers and local 
branches and comrades. 

Women’s 
Liberation and 

Equality 

C ongress takes note of 
the advances made 
in creating greater 

diversity of ethnicity within the 
League at all levels, but also 
takes note of the considerable 
gender imbalance within the 
organisation — a weakness 
which has persisted for several 
years. Since women “hold up 
half the sky”, there is a clear 
class and organisational need 
to address this issue as a 

specific task during the next 
period between Congresses. 
Congress calls on the incoming 
Executive Committee to 
create a plan of work which 
tactically addresses how young 
women will be recruited into 
and retained as cadres of the 
Young Communist League 
and the Communist Party of 
Britain. To supplement this plan 
of work, Congress calls upon 
the incoming EC to create a 
range of materials specifically 
designed to recruit women 
and assist their organisation 
in schools, universities, 
workplaces and communities. 

One of the League’s 
principal ongoing failures 
continues to be its lack of 
female comrades and inability 
to make ourselves relevant 
to the struggles of young 
working class women in 
modern Britain. This situation 
demands a serious reappraisal 
of our strategy and approach 
to recruitment and politics 
of women’s liberation. 
This Congress instructs 
the incoming Executive 
Committee to develop a 
coherent plan to remedy these 
issues and to report back on 
its progress by next Congress. 
Congress directs the incoming 
Executive Committee to 
update and republish the 
League’s Strategy for Young 
Women first drafted in 2006. 

Internet and Social 
Media 

ince our Congress 
in 2014, the League's 
presence on internet 

and social media platform 
has continued to improve. 
The YCL’s website has 
continued to be regularly 
updated featuring articles 
on a broad array of issues 
and has proved itself to be a 
valuable organising tool. Later 
this year our website is due 
to undergo improvements 
and be linked with the CP’s 
national website. There has 
been a positive trend of 
multiple Facebook and Twitter 
accounts springing up across 
the country representing local 
YCL branches, districts and 

nations. These have a vibrant 
presence and give the YCL 
greater visibility and appeal in 
local communities. Congress
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instructs the incoming EC to 
continue these positive trends 
and to develop a dedicated 
Propaganda Commission 
drawing in EC and non-EC 
comrades to provide content 
for online propaganda and 
local agitation. Congress 
further instructs the incoming 
EC to explore the possibilities 
for new merchandise to raise 
the profile of the YCL, as well 
as providing a potential new 
revenue stream. 

Social Activities 

he YCL asserts as one 
of its fundamental goals 
the social aspect of 

its activities, which aim not 
only to educate, but to build 
comradeship and friendship. 
As the only revolutionary 
youth organisation in Britain, 
the YCL must not forget 
that its historic task has 
been to develop young 
people as comrades and 
revolutionaries, and as such 
is different to that of the 
Communist Party. Its social 
role should be promoted, and 
should be inclusive, friendly 
and fun. Central to that is 
the organisation of activities 
geared towards young people, 
that can sustain and build the 
League. 

Challenge 

hallenge continues 
to be the principal 
educational and 

AgitProp organ of the YCL, 
yet it continues to be one 
of our organisation’s central 
deficiencies. Challenge ought 
to act as the backbone for 
activity and maintaining 
a coherent political and 
ideological line. Discounting 
some improvements made 
over the past two years, 
Challenge has failed to be 
published regularly and often 
enough. Challenge has not 
developed an interactive 
relationship with the YCL 
membership and has failed to 
draw from a broader array 
of sources and contributors. 
The regular publication of 
Challenge is an important tool 
in keeping the membership 
at large in contact with the 
Executive Committee. Further, 
it is a vital means of discussing 

YCL policies and priorities 
and ensuring awareness of 
the political direction of the 
League among all members. 
The regular publication of 
Challenge is another means 
by which the YCL can engage 
in the political and Marxist- 
Leninist education of its 
membership. Challenge offers 
a means by which the YCL 
can maintain contact with 
those members who for the 
meantime remain unattached 
to a branch and would 
otherwise be isolated. For YCL 
branches organising regular 
Challenge sales, and trying 
to increase the circulation 
and readership of Challenge 
in their area should be an 
important aspect of branch 
activity.At the same time, 
this should be an activity 
for unattached individual 
members. Challenge also has 
the potential to act as a vital 
recruiting tool for the YCL, 
and a means whereby young 
communists can increase 
their journalistic and writing 
skills. Challenge showcases 
our political outlook and 
activism to the wider public. 
With this in mind Congress 
instructs the incoming EC to: 
endeavour to work to increase 
the profile of Challenge 
within our own organisation, 
the labour movement and 
generally; investigate means 
by which Challenge can be 
made a more interactive 
and discursive platform for 
its readership; formulate a 
system by which branches 
and members can access 
copies of Challenge for public 
sales etc; work to increase 
online sales of Challenge and 
to this end work to achieve 
regular consistent publication 
of Challenge. Congress also 
instructs the new Executive 
Committee to develop a new 
editorial team drawing both 
EC and non-EC comrades. 

Trade Unions 

he outgoing Executive 
[ have continued to place 

particular importance 
on trade union and industrial 
work and developing a 
new generation of young 
communist trade unionists. The 
YCL organised for the first 
time since reestablishment 

  

  

  

    

Need leaflets or other 

campaigning materials? 
email office@ycl.org.uk 

a young workers and trade 
union activists weekend 
school at Wortley Hall, “the 
workers’ stately home”. For 
the first time special editions 
of Challenge were produced 
for major demonstrations and 
trade union conferences. Many 
YCLers have started to play 
leading roles in their unions 
and community organisations 
up and down Britain over 
the previous two years. 
Despite this our presence 
and influence in most unions 
remains limited. In recognition 
of this fact, Congress instructs 
the incoming Executive 
Committee to develop new 
materials and literature 
specifically geared towards 
young workers and designed 
to be used by YCL trade union 
activists. Congress also directs 
the new EC to organise a 
coherent YCL strategy, in 
conjunction with the Party, on 
a national basis. 

Marxist Education 

arxist education, as 
ever, remains a central 
priority for the League. 

In the heat of the struggle 
and our desire to always be 
active and fighting for our 
class, it is easy to forget that 
fundamental task and duty 
of the YCL is education and 
building of the next generation 

  

of Communist Party cadres. 
In recognition of this fact, 
Congress instructs the new 
Executive Committee to 
ensure there is a coherent 

programme of Marxist 
education in place for new 
YCL members. Congress also 
directs the new Executive 
to expand and enhance 
the range of educational 
materials the YCL provides 
making communist theory 
and working class politics 
accessible. 

AWorld to Win! 

ur 47th Congress 
noted that “strong, 
effective, and 

accountable leadership is 
also an indispensable part of 
a well-organised YCL”. This 
continues to be the case. To 
guarantee that the demands 
of this Congress and the 
necessary measures it has 
outlined are fully implemented, 
we call on the EC to continue 
the practice of regular, 
bi-monthly EC meetings in 
order to organise and assess 
the implementation and 
effectiveness of the policies 
of this Congress. The British 
working class and the youth 
of Britain today need a strong, 
militant, disciplined, and well- 
organised Young Communist 
League more than ever.



19th World Festival of 
Youth and Students 

The Executive Committee are 
looking for comrades to come 
to Sochi in October as part of 
the YCL delegation to the World 
Festival. Make sure YOU are part 
of this historic event! 

he YCL is organising the 
British Delegation to 
the 19th World Festival 

of Youth and Students, taking 
place in Sochi, Russia from 14 
— 22 October 2017. 

Since 1947, the World 
Festivals of Youth and Students 
(held every 4 years) have 
brought together young 
women and men from all over 
the world to unite and rally 
their power in the common 
struggle for progress, peace 
and social justice — and 
against imperialism, war and 
exploitation. 

The first World Festival of 
Youth and Students was part 
of a movement born after the 
victory of people throughout 
the world against Nazi- 
fascism in WWII. Fascism and 
fundamentalism have always 
been instruments in the hands 
of imperialist ruling classes to 
divide brother from brother, 
and sister from sister — and to 
exploit, oppress and take away 
our rights. 

Today, fascism, 
fundamentalism, chauvinism, 
and neo-Nazism are rising 
again in many countries. 
Meanwhile, the imperialist 
ruling classes and their banks 
and monopoly businesses 
try to find a way out of their 
crises and make the workers 
and young people pay — 
taking away their access to 
education, jobs, housing, health 
and culture. The imperialist 
countries are flexing their 
muscles in order to maintain 
their power and markets: 
leading to wars, occupations, 
death, forced migration and 
refugees, and the violation of 
our basic human rights. 

That's why today — now 

more than ever — it is 
necessary for young people 
and students to stand united 
with the working people of 
the world against imperialism, 
fascism, colonialism, war, 
occupation and discrimination 
—and for a new world of 
peace, equality, solidarity, 
friendship and social justice. 

The World Festival of 
Youth and Students is where 
we will raise this demand, 
together with youth from all 
over the world, loud and clear! 

We demand the overthrow 
of the imperialist system that 
creates poverty, exploitation, 
unemployment, environmental 
destruction and racial, gender 
and sexual orientation 
discriminations! 

We demand jobs and 
dignity at work, and free and 
public education! 

We demand an end to the 
interventions of imperialist 
countries, whether by force or 
persuasion of their banks and 
big business! 

We express our solidarity 
with the peoples suffering 
from imperialist attacks 
on their countries, such as 
refugees, and with those 
people fighting against 
occupation and intervention! 

We support the 
democratic right of all peoples 
to choose their own path 
of development, against the 
threats of imperialist forces! 

And we pledge to promote 
cooperation, friendship and 
solidarity as we share cultures, 
ideas and opinions at this 
World Festival! 

Join the British Delegation 
today — and invite your 
comrades! 

  

ochi is a city in the 
southwest of the Rus- 
sian Federation, famous 

for being a seaside resort 
on the Black Sea and most 
recently site of the Win- 
ter Olympics, where the 
weather is almost Mediter- 
ranean. 

Young people have been 
facing imperialist aggres- 
sion in this region lately: 
the resurgence of fascism 
in many countries, the 
anti-people policies of the 
European Union and national 
governments in countries 
like Greece, and growing 
militarism. 

So, at a time when the 
imperialist ruling classes are 
trying to set us against each 
other, we will instead come 
together for peace, solidar- 
ity and progress, keeping the 
legacies of the WFYS and 
anti-imperialist struggle alive! 

Together with the Rus- 
sian people, and 30 years 
since the last World Festival 
in Europe, this year we will 
honour the indispensable 
sacrifice of the Soviet Union 
in defeating Nazi-fascism and 
for contributing so much 
to peace and democracy in 
Europe after WWII. 

We will also commemo- 
rate 100 years since the 
Great October Socialist Rev- 

   
olution, which created the 
Soviet Union and therefore 
contributed so much to the 
anti-fascist, anti-colonialist 
and anti-imperialist move- 
ments worldwide. 

We will also celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of the 
festival movement and its 
values, beginning in Prague in 
1947, and the 60th anniver- 
sary of the legendary WFYS 
held in Moscow in 1957. 

Finally, as it has become 
tradition to dedicate the 
WFYS to important figures, 
this World Festival will be 
dedicated to Ernesto Che 
Guevara and Mohamed Ab- 

delaziz. This year it will be 50 
years since the assassination 
of Che, whereas Mohamed 
Abdelaziz has dedicated his 
life to the anti-colonialist 
struggle and Western Saha- 
ran independence. 

The British Delegation to 
the World Festival is being 
organised by the YCL and 
the Preparatory Committee. 
For more info go to www. 
communist-party.org.uk/ 
wfys-about.html. 
  

  

If you want to come 
to Sochi email 
office@ycl.org.uk!     

—?



  

MICHAEL 
QUINN discusses 
the difficulties 
facing young 
musicians in 
Britain today 
and argue 
the event 
promoters and 
venues play 
an increasingly 
exploitative role 

oday, the majority of 
| musicians are no longer 

under the thumb of 
the oppressive big businesses 
that are major record labels, 
however exploitation of 
artistic labour power remains 
at a frightening high. Profit is 
generated through ticket sales 
and on the door fees for most 
of which artists are paid a low 
percentage of accumulated 
earnings or sometimes, 
nothing at all. 

Record labels and 
promoters justify this by taking 
advantage of the knowledge 
that for the majority of 
musicians the main priority 
is getting their music heard 
by as many people as they 
can. However, the creation 
and performance of music 
is a product of time and 
effort (otherwise known as 
labour power) which defines 
musicians as workers.As 
workers, musicians generate 
profit for the promoters or 
record companies staging the 
event through their artistic 
labour power and in turn are 
paid in “exposure”. 

“Exposure” is the promise 
made by exploitative event 
organisers that in lieu of 
fair payment for performing, 
budding artists have the 
opportunity to promote their 
music and maybe the right 

person will stumble upon 
them.This is a smoke screen 
that isn’t difficult to see 
through, designed to increase 
profit and justify exploitation. 
This could be compared, albeit 
ona lesser scale due to a 
musician’s element of choice, 
to an exploitative factory 
owner justifying low wages 
and poor conditions by stating 
that they provide jobs. 

What is stopping event 
organisers, promoters and 
record labels from providing a 
fair share of profits, earned for 
the most part by the exploited 
musicians, and providing 
“exposure” for the artist? 

King Tut’s Wah-Wah hut, 
the self-proclaimed hub of the 
Glasgow music scene, owned 
and operated by DF Concert's 
musical cartel, operates a 
system in which artists are 
allocated a certain amount 
of tickets which they are 
expected to sell themselves 
and in turn they receive a 
fraction of the cost of each 
ticket.A ticket costing the 
attendee £8.50 if purchased 
will yield the performer 
£2.00 to themselves, which 
would almost be justifiable 
if the promoter had to pay a 
ridiculously high price for the 
hire of the venue but King Tuts 
runs its own events meaning 
there is no such cost.To add 

further insult to the artist, 
low ticket sales are punished 
by being dropped lower on 
the bill and an £8.50 ticket 
purchased on the door costs 
an attendee £9.50 and earns 
the artist £1.50. 

On top of the profit 
earned from tickets, the 
venue earns even more from 
expensive drink prices that 
quickly empty gig goer’s 

wallets. The venue justifies 
this sheer capitalistic rip off 
of music-makers and music- 
lovers by proudly displaying 
all the “big names” that have 
performed there, offering 
young budding musicians the 
“honour” of sharing the stage 
on which Oasis were allegedly 
discovered by Alan McGee 
and again by promising the 
“exposure” that playing King 
Tut’s will bring them. 

In the toilets, the venue 
also has the blatant audacity to 
proudly display the following 
Hunter S Thompson quote, on 
which | will conclude. 
“The music business is a cruel 
and shallow money trench, 
a long plastic hallway where 
thieves and pimps run free, and 
good men die like dogs.” 

Michael Quinn is a 
member of Young 
Communist League 
Glasgow Branch.



Music Reviews 

Slowdive 

Single - ‘Star Roving’ 

By Michael Quinn 

Destroying any merit Slowdive’s comeback may have achieved through 
being the first “shoegaze” band in history to release a decent comeback 
single with “Star Roving”, Slowdive fall flat on their face with “Sugar for 
the Pill”. The track features a guitar line straight from your local “am- 
bient artists YouTube channel and a painfully mature lead vocal that 
wouldn’t sound out of place on an Ayia Napa comedown.The track 
reeks of a desperate attempt at accessibility and radio play without any 
pop sensibility or the creativity of their own previous work. 

RATING: 2/10 

  

Fickle Friends 

Single - ‘Hello Hello’ 
By Joanne Summers 

Releasing another strong single with “Hello Hello” Fickle Friends are 
continuing their ascent in the pop charts. The Brighton band first started 
to gain prominence with their single ‘Swim’ followed by ‘Brooklyn’. The 
band have great upbeat poppy sound with heavy reliance on synth and 
keyboards. Lead singer Natassja Shiner has a fantastic voice which is 
equally effective in upbeat as well as more sombre songs. One criticism 
might be the weakness of lyrics in most of the band’s tracks but they 
definitely make up for this in other ways. Fickle Friends have a decent 
back catalogue of Eps to get into. Don't be too put off by the fact that 
‘Hello Hello’ was selected as Radio |’s song of the week ... 

RATING: 7/10  



POETRY CORNER 

Poetry Corer 
>>>>> In this this edition’s instalment of Poetry Corner we 

have a belated Burns Night tribute to the ‘Ploughman 
Poet’ and a searing criticism of modern ‘LAD’ culture 

from a contemporary young Scottish poet 

| Lads 
by Declan 

Welsh 
Cc 6 Misogyny masked as a form of wit 
Regaling with stories of arse and tit 
Gym then tan then bar then birds 
Then onto the internet to type some words 
To the effect of shagging; “Fucking yass. 
Fucking drinking: fucking class”. 
Cos yer a fucking lad, a fucking laugh 
And the boys are staying at your gaff. 
You enter venues with a predatory eye, 
Clinically surveilling like a russian spy, 
No drink un-bought, no stone un-turned, 

No advances left un-spurned. 
Your coital conquests are rightly commended, 

  

  

And frigid females swiftly un-friended, Pictured: Declan Welsh performing 

Cos you, god’s gift in tight shorts and a vest, spoken word, 2017 

A bulletproof female heterosexuality test, Declan Welsh is a 23 year old singer, song-writer and poet 
Are all things to all women, from East Kilbride, Scotland. 

and all women are things ‘Lads’ is brilliant because without fail everyone will know 
To be used once and discarded. one, it succinctly encapsulates a grim and offensive aspect of 
A bee when it stings modern culture. The poem is a damning indictment of the 

stp ss, - . anti-feminist chauvinistic attitudes which have infected many 
Still isn’t as much of a prick as you are, young men in British society. 
Blaring chart music out yer customised car. 
Devoid of conscience, Welsh’s poetry ranges from the vaudeville to the polemic 

and jumps intermittently between the two.What you 
of cognisant thought, appreciate most is the expert use of wit and pun - which in 

The way you said fanny has told me a lot no way comes at the expense of sophisticated ideas, political 
3 : ie argument and intelligent language. 

Cos you use it as a collective noun, 
When you come up, I’m coming down. Welsh is also the lead singer in the Glasgow based 

band ‘Declan Welsh and the Decadent West’, describing » ; 
I’m blaming your mother, themselves as “the only band to play T In The Park, Palestine 
I’m blaming your dad and London Fashion Week in the same summer”. Their 

Cos yer no fucking man, latest single ‘No Pasaran’ has (as you might expect!) a 
. 4 strong antifascist message. Make sure you look them up on 

yer a fucking lad. Facebook and give them a listen. 

Cipro toa neem



A Man’s A Man 
For A’ That 

by Robert 
Burns 

  

  

Pictured: Robert Burns, 1759 - 1796 

Robert (or Rabbie) burns was born in Alloway, Ayrshire, on 
25 January 1759. Burns was born to tenant farming parents, 
initially had very little formal education and worked as a 
farm labourer from a young age. 

Burns drew much from what little patchy education he did 
receive but continued to work a variety of manual jobs. 
Burns's father was unfortunate in farming and the family 
moved often, compelled by poverty and hardship. 

Over this early period Burns conducted a number of 
‘scandalous’ affairs which are thought to have been the 
inspiration for many of his romantic poems. Burns first sold 
his poems in order to pay for his Passage to the Carribean. 

Thereafter Burns moved to Edinburgh and first found real 
commercial success with his poetry. Burns rubbed shoulders 
with the Scotland’s aristocrats and ‘men of letters’. However 
some of Burns’ more egalitarian leanings caused friction 
in these circles, particualrly Burns’ vocal support for the 
French Revolution.Although Burns died at the height of the 
commercial success, he went through periods of depression. 

While it might be difficult to accept Burns’ as a revolutionary 
in contemporary terms, we should reject the shortbread-tin 
nationalised image of Burns currently propagated. Poems 
such as ‘A Man’s A Man For A’ That’, ‘Scots Wha Hae’ and 
‘The Slave’s Lament’ demonstrate a radical and egalitarian 
conviction which is a credit to the Scottish and British 
working class lyrical tradtion. 

POETRY CORNER 

C € Is there for honest Poverty 
That hings his head, an’ a’ that; 
The coward slave-we pass him by, 
We dare be poor for a’ that! 
For a’ that, an’ a’ that. 
Our toils obscure an’ a’ that, 
The rank is but the guinea’s stamp, 
The Man’s the gowd for a’ that. 

What though on hamely fare we dine, 
Wear hoddin grey, an’ a that; 
Gie fools their silks, and knaves their wine; 
A Man’s a Man for a’ that: 
For a’ that, and a’ that, 
Their tinsel show, an’ a’ that; 
The honest man, tho’ e’er sae poor, 
Is king o’ men for a’ that. 

Ye see yon birkie, ca’d a lord, 
Wha struts, an’ stares, an’ a’ that; 
Tho’ hundreds worship at his word, 
He’s but a coof for a’ that: 
For a’ that, an’ a’ that, 
His ribband, star, an’ a’ that: 
The man o’ independent mind 
He looks an’ laughs at a’ that. 

A prince can mak a belted knight, 
A marquis, duke, an’ a’ that; 
But an honest man’s abon his might, 
Gude faith, he maunna fa’ that! 
For a’ that, an’ a’ that, 
Their dignities an’ a’ that; 
The pith o’ sense, an’ pride o’ worth, 
Are higher rank than a’ that. 

Then let us pray that come it may, 
(As come it will for a’ that, ) 
That Sense and Worth, o’er a’ the earth, 
Shall bear the gree, an’ a’ that. 
For a’ that, an’ a’ that, 
It’s coming yet for a’ that, 
That Man to Man, the world o’er, 
Shall brothers be for a’ that. 

1?



BACK2BASICS 
  

Back 2 Basics 
Part Eleven: Oppression 

  

Back2Basics is a regular feature in Challenge, an ongoing series 
of articles of Marxist concepts made easy. The whole series is also 
available as a paperback pamphlet 

he question of 
oppression is one on 
which, despite some 

advances, Marxists still have a 
considerable amount of work 
to do.This issue of back to 
basics will look specifically at 
women’s oppression under 
capitalism, and will draw in 
particular on the work of 

Engels, Angela Davis and Mary 
Davis. This is not to suggest 
that all oppressions operate 
in exactly the same way or 
can be understood through 
a generalisation of women’s 
oppression. 

However, in spite of 
its specificity, there will 
undoubtedly be a more 
general application of 

the key conclusions and 
method. 

Women’s oppression is 
as old as class society. Indeed, 
oppression of women can 
be found in all class societies 
without exception. Prior 
to the division of society 
into classes, whilst there is 

evidence of division of labour 
between the sexes, this was 
not antagonistic. It was at the 
point at which human beings 
could create a surplus above 
that required for their survival 
that both classes and the 
relationships of domination 
and subordination between 
the sexes appeared. 

For this reason, a proper 
analysis of women’s oppression 
must begin at the level of 
relations of production, 
which changed decisively 
with the development of a 

surplus. In terms of relations 
of production, there is an 
economic basis for oppression. 
Women, and other oppressed 
groups, hold a subordinate 
position within the labour 
market. They tend to be 
forced into the worst paid 
occupations with the lowest 
conditions and, even when 
carrying out the same work 
as their male counterparts, 
have historically been paid less. 
This super-exploitation is key 
to understanding the role of 
oppression in class society. In 
the eternal drive to increase 
profits under capitalism 
through increasing the rate 
of exploitation, the super- 
exploitation of working class 
women, and other groups, 
has an important function 
both in providing a source of 
low-paid labour directly and 
in forcing down the wages 
and conditions of other 

workers. This is not, however, 
to suggest that women are 
a peripheral section of the 
workforce. To do this would be 
to completely misunderstand 
the operation of capitalism. In 
spite of their overwhelming 
responsibility for domestic 
labour, women are, and have 
always been, a core part of the 
workforce under capitalism. 

In order to sustain this 
super-exploitation, oppressions 
operates through ideologies 
(sexism, racism). These 
ideologies of oppression are 
crucial to maintaining and 
reproducing capitalist relations 
of production. Firstly, they 

Women’s 
oppression is 
as old as class 
society. Indeed, 
oppression of 
women can 
be found in all 
class societies 
without 
exception. Prior 
to the division 
of society 
into classes, 
PA SLa als) Key 
is evidence 
of division of 
labour between 
the sexes, 
this was not 
antagonistic 

  

facilitate the super-exploitation 
of the oppressed section of 
the working class, which has 
been essential to the existence 
of capitalism since its 
formation and to other class 
societies before it. Secondly, 
these ideologies provide the 
main non-coercive mechanisms 
for dividing the working class. 
A divided working class can 
never successfully challenge 
capitalism and, therefore, 
this division is important to 
the maintenance of capitalist 
society. 

However, oppression does 
not just affect the working 
class of the oppressed groups. 
In order for an ideology to be 
successful, it must represent 
the ideas of the ruling class as 
those of society as a whole. In 
the process of their operation, 

therefore, successful ideologies 
become universalised and 
their impact cuts across class 
boundaries. Obviously they 
will affect different classes 
differently — while women 
of the ruling class will have 
certain restrictions and 
limitations on their rights and 
are not equal in status to men 
of the same class, women of 
the working class have far 
fewer rights by comparison 
and are superexploited in the 
workplace — but the point is 
that they affect all members of 
the oppressed group. 

This has several effects. 
Firstly it mean that an 
‘economist’ solution to 
oppression which focuses only 
on ending super-exploitation



through the ending of 
exploitation and ignores 
the ideological component 
of oppression, becomes 
meaningless. In practice, 
this is any ‘solution’ which 
downgrades the importance of 
women’s oppression as a key 
component of class society 
and subordinates it to the 
class question - “oppression 
of women will end under 
socialism so there is no 
need for a separate women’s 
movement under capitalism”. 
The point is that oppression 
is integral to class society and 
therefore challenging class 
society involves challenging 
oppression. Oppression and 
exploitation, in a Marxist sense, 
are distinct yet interconnected. 
They have a complex yet 
specific relationship. 

Another, less positive, 
effect of this universalisation 
of oppressive ideologies, is 
that the women’s movement 
has historically struggled with 
giving primacy to the demands 
of ruling class and/or middle 
class women — those sections 
of the oppressed group which 
are not super-exploited. This 
has meant engaging a constant 
battle to ensure that the 
women’s movement reflects 
the needs of the greatest 
number of women, and those 
women whose class position 
leads them to revolutionary 

demands, women of the 
working class. 

An understanding of 
oppression is useless if it 
does not lead use to concete 
conclusions as to how to 
fight against that oppression. 
From the analysis above, it is 
clear that a comprehensive 
challenge to oppression must 
be combined with a challenge 
to exploitation, to the very 
basis of class society. This 
means that it is essential to 
build a strong united labour 
movement which rejects all 
oppressive ideologies and 
campaigns for an end to 
oppression. However, equally 
important is a strong women’s 
movement, lead by working 
class women with strong ties 
to the labour movement, but 
drawing together all women 
in its struggle.As communists, 
both women and men, working 
to build these movements 
must be our challenge. 

Further Reading 

Mary Davis, Women & Class 
(3rd edition) 
Angela Davis, Women, Race 
& Class 
Engels The Origins of the 
family, private property & 
the state 
Althusser Ideology & the 
ISAs 
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OUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 

What we 
The Young Communist League is... 

.. The youth wing of the Communist Party 

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities. 

...Democratic 

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit- 

tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat- 
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people. 

...Centralised 

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas. 

...Part of a mass movement 

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain's only socialist daily newspa- 
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula- 
tion.We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws. 

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the address 
below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to Challenge 
then fill in this form & send to. 

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CRO IBD 

Place of Work/Study: 

  

Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 for Europe, 
£21 for Overseas (please pay by international money order). Cheques & P/O 
should be made payable to YCL. Order online at www.ycl.org.uk 

stand for 
...Communist 

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS.We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits. 

...Part of an international movement 

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945.WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi- 
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit- 
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament. 

...Revolutionary 

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital- 
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro- 
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole. 

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 
wing of the Communist Party. The 

YCL has a long and proud his- 
tory in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based pro- 
gressive youth organisations that 

I exist today owe their existence to 
1 the initiatives and work of the YCL. 
: The YCL has always and continues 

I to play a vital role in the struggles 
1 for peace, against racism and 
! fascism, for gender equality, and 

all other popular struggles that in- 
volve young people across Britain.  
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Morning Star 
Brarehobderunsert Britain’s only socialist daily 
include: teelliek 2 4 f Bae ees Britain’s only co-operative daily 
GMB, NUM, POA, 
RMT, Ucatt, Unite the Uni nay pS lg sani i We're different to all the other papers — 
East Area NUM sete Vetoes : we're not owned by oligarchs or friends 

aa. of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it. 

We've ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.   

You can play your part by taking out 
shares, and getting your 
union branch to do the same. 

    
  

The more members of the co-op, the wider the 
democratic base, the more revenue we have to 
invest and, ultimately, the better the paper. 

Join thousands backing the campaign for a better media. Join the PPPS today 

! hereby apply for membership of the People’s Press Printing Society Ltd. | enclose Own your own paper... (delete as appropriate, £1 minimum) 
BUYASHAREINTHESTAR’SFUTURE . 

being payment in full, at the rate of £1 per share. | further agree to conform with To PEOPLE’S PRESS PRINTING the rules of the PPPS (a copy of the rules is available on request). 
SOCIETY LTD 

(Registered under the Industrial and Provident Full name (individual application) 
Societies Act 1965 No 12750R) Branch (union application). 

William Rust House, 52 Beachy Road, Signature. 
Bow, London E3 2NS 

Secretary Tony Briscoe : 
Email..... 

PPPS Postal address (inc. postcode)... 

People’s Press Printing Society Existing member? Number... 

Date of birth (you must be 16 or over 

TRUS un Rue ee eR ae Lee aT payments in sterling payable to PPPS  
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