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- The Young Communist League is the youth wing of the Communist Party. It aims 

to build support among young people for the Communist Party programme Britain's 

Road to Socialism and to increase young people's involvement in politics. 

      

- The Young Communist League is organisationally autonomous and decides its 

own activities and priorities. 

- The Young Communist League is democratic. Policies are formed by a Congress 

which must be held at least once every two years, and are carried out by an elected 

Executive Committee. The League also fights to defend and strengthen democratic 

rights. It rejects all unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality, 

disability or religious or other belief. It calts for the abolition of the monarchy and the 

House of Lords, and regards democracy as an inseparable part of socialist 

revolution. It opposes the European Union as an undemocratic and reactionary 

institution which serves the interests of big business rather than those of Europe's 

working people. 

- The Young Communist League is centralised. Democratically taken decisions are 

binding across the organisation, although local branches decide how best to 

implement them in their own areas. 

- The Young Communist League is part of a mass movement. It never puts its own 

interests as an organisation above those of the movement as a whole, and it seeks 

to build the widest possible coalition behind progressive policies. The Morning Star, 

Britain's only socialist daily newspaper, plays a vital role in uniting and 

strengthening the left, and the League works actively to support the paper and raise 

its circulation. The League also recognizes the importance of trade unions as the 

broadest mass organisations of the working class, and fights all anti-union laws. 

- The Young Communist League is communist. It works to abolish capitalism and 

establish a socialist society based on common ownership and democratic control, 

drawing on the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin and others as well as on the 

experience of socialist countries since 1917. in the context of this struggle it seeks 

to defend and strengthen public services, the welfare state and the NHS. It believes 

that everyone has the right to free and inclusive secular education, including 

nursery care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education 

centres. The struggle for socialism and communism must go hand in hand with the 

struggle to protect the natural environment, which is being wilfully damaged by 

corporations and capitalist governments in their drive for short-term profit. 

- The Young Communist League is internationalist. it is a member organisation of 

the World Federation of Democratic Youth, which represents millions of 

progressive young people in around 100 countries. It campaigns in solidarity with 

sister Young Communist organisations around the world and defends the existing 

socialist countries. It backs the right to self-determination and opposes any attempt 

by imperialist states such as Britain, the US and the European Union to impose their 

will on the peoples of the world orto exploit the world's resources for capitalist profit. 

It calls for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament. 

- The Young Communist League is revolutionary. It aims notto mend capitalism, but 

to end it. This does not mean that the League calls for an armed uprising in modem 

Britain, although we defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their 

liberation. It means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the 

capitalists to the working people can guarantee democratic rights and social 

progress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved by peaceful 

means, through a combination of elections with mass work outside parliament. The 

League publicises its activities, its theory and its revolutionary perspective on the 

day-to-day ‘struggle through its magazine Challenge, which also provides a 

channel for debate within the organisation and the wider movement.     

On the cover: Yasser Arafat 
  

Challenge is edited by Ed Griffiths. 
Layout by Ben Chacko. 
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How to contact us 

The YCL, Unit FI, Cape House 
Ist Floor, 787 Commercial Road, London, £14 7HG. 

Tel: 0207 5179722 
Fax: 0207 517 9733 

E-mail: challenge@ycl.org.uk 

Web-site: http:/Avww.ycl.org.uk



Editorial Rae 
The world situation seems to be growing more critical with every 

passing day. The Israeli government of Gen Ariel Sharon stands 

accused of atrocious war crimes, including the massacre of an 

estimated 1,000 Palestinian civilians in the Jenin refugee camp. 

Meanwhile the George Bush administration in the US, with our 

very own Tony Blair following obediently behind, is openty 

gearing up for an invasion of Iraq. This has nothing to do with 11 

September - the promised ‘dossier’ of evidence linking Baghdad 

to the destruction of the World Trade Centre has never 

materialized. It has nothing to do with weapons of mass 

destruction - Iraq quite probably has them, but so do plenty of 

other states in the region. Israel has been stockpiling gas and 

germ agents for decades and has kept the scientist Mordechai 

Vanunu in solitary confinement for over a decade for revealing 

its illegal nuclear arsenal to the world, but you don't tend to hear 

Condoleezza Rice threatening the bombardment of Tel Aviv. 

And it has nothing to do with the fascist nature of the Iraqi 

régime. The Saddam Hussein leadership was originally 

installed by the USA as a buttress against the Iraqi Communist 

Party and other revolutionary forces, and spent the 1980s doing 

Washington's bidding by fighting a disastrous war against Iran's 

Islamic revolution. In the words of Stop the War Coalition 

chairperson Andrew Murray, the Pentagon's goal is at most 

‘president change’ rather than the trumpeted ‘régime change’. 

The threat of war against Iraq is about nothing more nor less 

than the US ruling class's attempt to gain control over all the 

world’s significant natural resources. 

This core imperialist project goes beyond oil 

(although oil played a key rdéle in April's ClA-backed attempted 

coup in Venezuela) and way beyond the Middle East. The 

defeat of Soviet socialism has opened up most of the world to 

the ravages of a re-energized imperialism masquerading as 

‘globalization’. In the present edition of Challenge we set out to 

trace the course of this imperialist attack in the world today, to 

investigate the different ways it impacts on the lives of the 

world's peoples - and to map out concrete strategies for 

resisting it. In the light of the shocking events in Palestine we 

print articles from the progressive and communist movement 

  

Where are they now? 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam, socialist leader of Ethiopia 

1974-1991 
After the Ethiopian People's Democratic Republic was overthrown by Westem- 

backed regional militias and Eritrean nationalists, the original “rational Colonel" was 

forced into exile. He now lives in Zimbabwe. The new Ethiopian régime, which has 

fought a catastrophic and indecisive war against Entrea leading to massive casualties 

on both sides, would like to try' Mengistu for alleged human rights abuses; he insists 

that the charges have been dreamt up for political reasons and that the policies of his 

government benefited millions of impoverished peasants who have suffered from the 

imposition of IMF policies since 1991. Robert Mugabe's election victory in Zimbabwe 

/ 

inside Israel, noting both the criminal nature of the régime's 

policy in the occupied territories and the way this militaristic — 
leadership inevitably means an attack on civil rights and a 

corrupting of the media at home. Precisely the same is visible in 

Britain and the US in the context of the ‘war against terrorism’. 

The chances of making Israel's leaders answer for their crimes 

in court are also analysed. 

The collapse of the USSR in 1991 is of central 

importance in studying the subsequent intensification of 

imperialism: Aaron Stacey gives an insightful eyewitness 

account of how people are living in the former Soviet Union 

today. Paul Levy presents detailed evidence that mass 

numbers of civilians were killed - and continue to be killed - in 

the US invasion of Afghanistan. Ibrahim Fofana looks at the 

drive to control resources (in this case diamonds and rutile) 

which powered Britain's previous imperialist war, in Sierra 

Leone. Gawain Little recently found himself in court for 

protesting against nuclear weapons: we print the speech he 

gave to defend himself. And our regular Factfile looks at 

Moldova, a small country which is trying to resist imperialism. 

The main resolution of the YCL's Congress 2002 sets 

out a rigorous analysis of the interconnections between 

imperialism abroad and the assault on young people's rights £ 

within Britain, as well as strategies to fight for peace and 

socialism. Joe Payne raises questions of how capitalist ideas 

can infect the language we use. And we launch a series of 2 

articles aimed at introducing key Marxist-Leninist texts to a new 

generation of readers by providing the necessary context and 

background. Uncle Joe’s Book at Bedtime is written by Joe 

Eagle. Finally, Ghayur Bangash's series of articles on socialist 

cinema examines a masterpiece by the Italian director Visconti, 

setin a fishing village in Sicily where the people are at the mercy 

both of nature and of their exploiters. 

Most of the press ignores these questions. That's why 

we can't afford to ignore them. If you find this edition of 

Challenge interesting or useful, then get involved: write a letter 

or an article, take out a subscription, join the Young Communist 

League. Now, more than ever, the YCL is necessary. 

EPG. 

    

this year should mean that Mengistu won't be handed over. Phew! 
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Solidarity with Palestine 
The Israeli government, with its war criminal leader General 

Ariel Sharon at the helm, has abandoned any pretence at 

wanting either peace or a negotiated solution to the crisis in 

the Middle East. General Sharon - who was held responsible 

in an official Israeli investigation for the 1982 massacre of up 

to two thousand Palestinians in Beirut's Sabra and Shatila 

refugee camps - seems to have reverted to type. Civilians are 

being massacred in towns such as Jenin, Nablus, Bethlehem 

and Ramallah in the course of Israel's flagrantly illegal 

reoccupation of Palestinian territories. People around the 

world have reacted with outrage at this latest wave of high- 

tech war - waged, despite the murmurs of protest from 

Washington and London, largely with British and American 

weapons - against an all but defenceless population. There 

have been demonstrations throughout the Arab world; but 

also in countries from Israel itself to Senegal to Russia to the 

United States. Britain has not been left behind. Atleast 40,000 

people took part in a demonstration in London in April, and the 

Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) has scheduled a major 

national demo for May 18. The event, which will be held under 

the slogan of “Justice for Palestine! End the Israeli 

occupation!", has been backed by the Stop the War Coalition, 

the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, Trade Union CND, 

Trade Union Friends of Palestine, lecturers’ union NATFHE, 

the National Union of Journalists, UCATT, the General Union 

of Palestinian Students and other organizations. The YCL's 

executive committee resolved at its April meeting to affiliate to 

PSC and give the May 18 demo our full backing. The YCL 

urges as many people as possible to take to the streets in 

support of the Palestinian people's demand for an 

independent state and the right for refugees to return home or 

receive compensation. And we demand that Britain stops 

supplying weapons and aid to Israel which will only be used to 

increase the suffering of the Palestinian people. Stop the 

Israeli war machine! 

You can get more information about the demo and other 

Palestine Solidarity activities from PSC on their website 

http:/Awww.palestinecampaign.org or by contacting the YCL 

at the usual address. 

"A bloodstained war against the 
Palestinian people" Israeli communists 
speak out against Sharon's state terrorism 
The Communist Party of Israel (CPI) and its allies in 

HADASH, the Democratic Front for Peace and 
Equality, have consistently opposed the Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian lands and demanded a peace 
based on full recognition of the Palestinians’ rights. 
HADASH members of Israel's parliament, the Knesset, 
provide a consistent voice for peace and justice. The 

CPI issued this statement to mark Israel's 
independence day, which co-incided with a wave of 

massacres carried out by the Israeli military against 

Palestinians. For more information on the party visit 

http:/www.maki.org.i! (material in English, Arabic and 
Hebrew). 

On the occasion of the 54th Independence Day of the 
State of Israel, the Sharon-Peres government, with the 

approval of the Bush administration, is conducting a 
bloodstained war against the Palestinian people and 
leadership. The occupation of the cities and refugee 
camps, the killing of hundreds of Palestinians and the 

wounding of thousands, the withholding of medical 

care, the destruction of homes and infrastructure, the 

isolation of the chairman of the Palestinian Authority, 
Yasser Arafat, all these are war crimes for which the 
govemment of state terrorism led by Sharon must be 
held responsible. 

The CPI sends its greetings to its members, to the 

youth, to the activists of the Democratic Front 

(Hadash), to all who seek peace - Jews and Arabs, 

women and students, struggling to build a brave and 
fighting force to stop the war, for the unconditional 
withdrawal of the Israel forces from the Palestinian 

cities and refugee camps, the end of the siege of the 
Palestinian cities and leadership, and for peace without 
occupation. 
Sharon's phony slogans such as "a short war against 

terror" are an attempt to hide his real goals. This war is 
likely to spread and drag the entire region into a cycle of 

bloodletting. This is a war to perpetuate the settlements 

and occupation and to block any future chance of a just 
and stable peace, the only true guarantee to end the 

bloodshed. 

The Sharon government is exploiting the war to 
maintain a campaign to stifle the voices of protest 
against war crimes. Again it's shown that the continuing 
occupation is a disaster also for democracy and civil 

rights in Israel, a hothouse for racism and fascism, and 

the main cause of economic crisis and mass 

unemployment. 
The CPI again declares: the independence of the State 

of Israel and her future are dependent on the freedom 
on the Palestinian people in their independent state 

whose capital is East Jerusalem, and on a solution to 

the refugee question based on the resolutions of the 
United Nations. 
Yes to Peace! No to War! 
Tel Aviv, April 14, 2002    

Peo Hp id 

Communist Party of Israel 
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Global election roundup 
Robert Mugabe of the left-wing Zanu-PF party was re- 

elected as Zimbabwe's president with a sizeable 
majority over his main challenger, the pro-IMF 
candidate Morgan Tsvangirai. Britain and other 
countries tried to discredit the result. Elsewhere in 
Africa, the people of the Republic of Congo (aka 
Congo-Brazzaville; not to be confused with the larger 

Democratic Republic of Congo) went to the polls for 
their first presidential election since the 1997 civil war. 

The sitting president, General Denis Sassou-Nguesso, 
won over 90% after the main opposition candidate 
pulled out, citing violations of electoral law. Gen 

Sassou, who leads the Congolese Party of Labour 
(PCT), headed a socialist state in Congo during the 
1980s but has suggested that he will embrace 

  

 



privatization in retum for Western aid. The Communist 
Party of Ukraine received 20% in parliamentary 
elections which were characterized by widespread 
corruption, ballot-rigging and voter intimidation by the 
right-wing government. With 66 seats in the new 
Verkhovna Rada (parliament) the CPU may end up 
holding the balance of power between advocates of 
closer ties with Russia and supporters of a more pro- 
Western line. There were setbacks for the left in 
Portugal, where the centre-left Socialist Party lost 
power to a rightist coalition. The Communist Party took 
7%, its worst performance since the end of fascist rule 
in 1974. But the former Portuguese colony of East 
Timor (Timor Lorosae) saw veteran national liberation 
fighter Xanana Gusmao win a comfortable victory in the 
country’s first ever presidential election after centuries 
of domination by Portugal and then by Indonesia. 
Venezuela: the revolution defends 
itself 
The Venezuelan people rallied to break a right-wing 
coup d'état attempted by the army top brass and the 
equivalent of the CBI. The ‘transitional government, 
which lasted only a couple of days, had detained the 
elected left-wing president Hugo Chavez in a military 
base, suspended the National Assembly and drafted 
decrees to reverse progressive social and economic 
measures undertaken by the Chavez government. The 
junta also announced that they would stop selling 
Venezuelan oil to Cuba - a serious threat given that this 
oil-+ich country provides around half of Cuba's oil, at 
cheap prices. Many people suspect that US intelligence 
services were behind the attempted putsch, as 
Washington's hatred for Chavez and his Bolivarian 
Coalition - which includes communists, socialists and 
democrats - is no secret, and the 'United States of North 
America’ has made a habit of stirring up military coups 
against awkward elected governments in the region 
and beyond. Especially when there's plenty of oil 
involved. But this time prompt mobilization by tens of 
thousands of people - who stormed the presidential 
palace and forced the coup leaders to retreat to an army 
base - combined with soldiers’ and junior officers’ 
refusal to obey their generals’ orders to bring down the 
coup. When Challenge went to press Chavez was 
firmly back in charge, and the conspirators awaiting 
trial. As the president himself said after winning the last 
election on a programme of 'peaceful social revolution’: 
tremble, oligarchs! 

YCL Congress 2002 
Delegates from YCL branches across Britain gathered 
in Birmingham one drizzly weekend in March for the 
League's Congress ‘02. By the time Congress closed 
on the Sunday, they had elected a new executive 
committee, passed a series of resolutions and policy 
statements, exchanged their experiences of 
campaigning in communities, schools, universities and 
workplaces and ratified the League's new constitution. 
The delegates ranged in age from 14 to 26, with the 
average being 19. They included young people who 
hold elected posts in trade unions, CND and 
Youth/Student CND, anti-war organizations and the 
student movement. 

Proposing the main political resolution, YCL general 
secretary Jim Gledhill outlined the twin communist 
perspectives of "defence and advance" - the YCL fights 
to preserve and extend existing rights while always 
working towards the strategic goal of advancing 
towards socialism. The resolution was passed, with a ‘ 
large number of amendments incorporated in debate - 5 
we print it in this edition of Challenge. It represents a i 
coherent statement of the YCL's analysis and tactics for 
the next 18 months to two years. e 

Several delegates concentrated on anti-imperialist 
and peace work. Matt van Rooyen called for the YCL to 
“throw its weight behind Zanu-PF and the land reform : 
programme in particular" in the face of a media © 
disinformation campaign against Zimbabwe. Tom Hart 
and Ghayur Bangash both emphasized the importance # 
of solidarity with Palestine, while Joe Eagle reminded 
delegates of our obligation to defend socialist countries 
such as Cuba and DPR Korea. 

Congress endorsed a political strategy basedonthe ~ 
broadest possible labour movement unity. This & 
involves fighting the Blair leadership alongside Labour — 
Party members and the mass trade union movement, 
rather than retreating into a far-left ghetto. Costas _ 
Pateras stated that any abandonment of the struggle — 
within the labour movement would mean that "the left 
was picking up its ball and leaving the football pitch", 
and attacked the attempt in some quarters to put 
together a leftist electoral alternative to Labour as "a 
diversion and a dead-end road to socialism". This 
strategy of working in a broad progressive front was — 
also brought out by Joanne Stevenson, who called on : 

YCL members to increase their engagement with other — 
progressive youth organizations. ; 

These policies and decisions cannot be allowed just 
to sit on paper after Congress. Several delegates spoke 
in detail on practical and organizational matters: Ed 
Griffiths underlined the key importance of 
strengthening the League's local branches, while Nikki 
Hardman proposed a resolution on recruitment and 
development of the organization. There was also — 
discussion of how best to organize the YCL's branches ~ 
in Wales / Cymru to reflect particular Welsh conditions. 

One thing proved by Congress '02 is that the period ~ 
of difficulties experienced by the YCL at national level in . 
2000 and the first part of 2001 is now definitely behind 
us. Membership is rising and new branches are being 
formed quicker than at any time since reestablishment 
in 1991. The atmosphere was one of optimism and ~ 
open, democratic debate. Andy Chaffer of the 
Communist Party's political committee, who gave a 
fraternal address to Congress, emphasized the © 
importance (and virtual uniqueness) of the YCL asa ~ 
self-organizing youth movement which takes its own 
decisions. Congress is the comerstone of the YCL'’s 
internal democracy - now we go forward to implement - 

the decisions taken. e 

Particular thanks are due to the Congress Working # 
Committee and to comrades from the West Midlands ~ 
District of the Communist Party for helping Congress 
‘02 to run smoothly. 
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No loyalty towardsan. 
apartheid régim 

This article is based on two contributions given 
at a forum of Israeli peace activists organized 
by the Gush Shalom group (http:/Avww.gush- 
shalom.org). The first is by Professor Adi Ophir 
of Tel Aviv University's philosophy department, 
and the second by Shulamit Aloni, the leader of 
the left-liberal opposition Meretz Party. The 
speeches relate to the possibility of trying 
Israeli leaders before the Intemational 
Criminal Court, once the ICC is up and running 
in the Hague (which the United States and 
Israel both oppose). 

Adi Ophir: 
The Israeli Army is involved in war crimes - on 
this, | think, we are all agreed here. The 
question is, in what tribunals is it possible to 
judge the perpetrators. Some tribunals already 
exist, and others may be formed in the future. 
There is also the Possibility of creating 
simulated tribunals, which can at least put 
some of them before the court of public 
opinion. And there are NGO's whose task is to 
document, to collect evidence, to point out the 
guilty. 
On the basis of the above, we should not ask 
the abstract question if Israel is on the way to 
the Hague but a far more concrete one: why 
are we not doing more to ensure that concrete 
persons will get there, persons whose name 
and address and the details of their misdeeds 
are all well-known? For example, to build a 

dossier on [Defence Minister and Labour Party 
leader] Ben Eliezer? We all know what he has 
done, to what he’ bears responsibility. And 
more dossiers, as many as possible, for 
anybody who can be connected and held 
accountable to a specific deed. From generals 
on down to brigade commanders and battalion 
commanders and until brutal sergeants or 
corporals at checkpoints. Why can't B'Tzelem, 
for example, start compiling such dossiers? 
It has an immediate nuisance value. Officers 
will hesitate whether or not to go abroad, will 
ask for legal advice. Moreover, making this 
demand will increase the process of 
internationalizing the conflict - a vital process 

since it seems that Israeli society is unable to 
extract itself from the abyss all by itself. 
Of course, such a step also carries a price. 
First, talking of war crimes may have the 
effect of de-politicizing the discussion, 
placing the focus on the specific person and 
the specific order and ignores the more 
general background of the ongoing 
occupation. Secondly, if some group were to 
Start compiling dossiers on specific persons 
and distributing them in the world, via the 
internet, to diplomatic missions etc., it would 
be a radicalization, a radicalization which 
would marginalize even further the group 
which would do it. As if we are not already 
marginalized and rejected. 
Nevertheless, it should be done. We should 
remember the general context. Since the 
Intifada outbreak, in fact since the failure of 
Camp David, a new situation has developed. 
The occupation has gone into a new phase, 
the more so since the election of Sharon. The 
gap between de facto and de jure, which was 
there since Oslo, has disappeared. Between 
1993 and 2000, de facto there was an 
Ongoing occupation on the ground, in the 
realm of Palestinian daily life - but de jure, in 
the agreements and political process, there 
was the assumption that the occupation is 
temporary, a situation which gives hope, a 
window looking on a better future. In February 
2001, this window closed. There is at present 
no political dimension, no meaningful plans 
for any kind of political process. There is 
occupation, period -in spite of Peres' 
Occasional performances and shows. 
Occupation de facto and occupation de jure, 
no gap. 

One very important thing was left over from 
Oslo: temporariness. Nobody thinks this 
Situation is or can be permanent. Everything 
is temporary: the closure is temporary, the 
siege is temporary, the issuing of documents 
is temporary. Everything is temporary, 
temporariness is the law. And this is terrible. 
Under cover of the temporariness the  



occupier can do anything, 
because it is an emergency. Under cover of 
temporariness there are many more war 

crimes. Under cover of temporariness, the 
society can be mobilized to close its eyes and 
ignore everything. 

Because of this dynamic, the Palestinian side 
has no choice but to resist - a resistance 
which is legitimate within the common Zionist 
terms. If you place within the common terms 
of Zionist discourse the present situation of 
the Palestinians, and ask "what would you do 
in such a situation?" then all the implementers 
of the occupation would have said "In such a 
situation | would resist". As Barak once said, 
"If | were born a Palestinian | would have 
become a terrorist". But of course, this 
equation is not usually made, it was rare even 
in the case of Barak. Usually, there is a 
complete or near complete blindness to the 
other side's situation, unwillingness to place 
yourself even for one moment in the other 
side's shoes. 

This is the situation which creates the new 
régime of the occupation, making the Israeli 
society more nationalistic and at the same 
time formalizing an Apartheid régime inside 
Israel. Not only the traditional forms of 
discrimination towards the Palestinian 
citizens of Israel, with regard to land tenure, 
military service and the rights made 
dependent upon it, etc. There is an escalation 
in this process. 

Here | just read that the Minister of the Interior 
does not want to grant Israeli citizenship to 
the spouses of Arab citizens, and that he 
wants to enact a ministerial decree which will 
make that legally possible. And there is the 
attempt to exclude the Arabs from the 
Knesset. The legal proceedings against KM 
Azmi Bishara are a concrete example of that. 
Yigal Shohat was right to speak about the 
possibility that the Air Force may once upona 
time bomb Umm El Fahm. If we are headed in 
the direction of an Apartheid régime, than our 
response should go much further than refusal 
to serve in the Territories. That would be a 
régime to which you can't be loyal. There is no 
loyalty towards an Apartheid régime! 

(Applause) 

Anybody who understands that occupation § 
and Apartheidization are bound together 
cannot remain “an insider". You must turn to 
the outside. Therefore, the argument that 
speaking of the Hague and of International © 
Law might isolate us is irrelevant. We should | 
go in this direction, not only wave the Hague 
as a slogan but start building up the files for 
the future war crimes trials. 

Chairperson: me 
Before handing the floor to the next speaker, | 2 
would like to quote a concrete case of a war | 
crime, the operational order for an Israeli 
military unit which undertook a cross-border 
raid on October 1953, and which only cameto © 
light forty years later. On September 9, 1994, 
Ha’aretz published the photo of the original ~ 
document, in the commander's handwriting: ~ 
“Objective: to attack the village of Kibiya, 
occupy it and cause maximal damage to life 
and property." The last six words are ~ 
underlined. The order is signed by Major Ariel i 
Sharon, Commander of Special Forces Unit : 
101. 

Shulamit Aloni: 

  

  

    

   

    

    
    

     

    

   

  

This is an advert taken out by Gush] 
halom in the Israeli newspaper 
a'aretz on1 February 2002: 

the following lines appeared last Friday, 

January 25, 2002, in Ha'aretz, in an article by the 

espected military correspondent Amir Oren: 

In order to prepare properly for the next 

ampaign, one of the Israeli officers in the 

occupied) territories said not long ago, it's 

justified and in fact essential to learn from eve! 

ssible source. If the mission will be to see 

lensely populated refugee camp, or take over 

he casbah in Nablus, and if the commander's 

bligation is to try to execute the mission} 
ithout casualties on either side, then we musty 

rst analyze and internalize the lessons 
arlier battles - even, however shocking it may; 

ound, even how the German army fought in the 

farsaw ghetto. 

If this officer believes that the casbah of 
lablus resembles the Warsaw ghetto, who, in his 

‘ind, resemble the officers of the Israeli army?     
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Main Political Resolution of the 

YCL Congress 2002 
introduction 

This is the first Congress of the Young Communist League in 

the 21st century. It takes place at a time when reaction is rampant, 

and an all-out attack is being carried out by imperialism against the 

peoples of the world. 

The comparison with the early 20th century is striking. 

We are in a time of unprecedented technological progress, and yet 

capitalism is still incapable of providing food, shelter and security for 

the world’s population. Crises rock the world capitalist economy, 

creating havoc in the world's major financial centres, while 

bourgeois politicians ignore the underlying reasons for these crises. 

As was the case at the beginning of the 20th century, the major 

imperialist powers, intent on extending their sphere ofinfluence and 

control, are carrying out brutal wars of conquest to divide up the 

world's resources amongst themselves. 

Our task today is identical to that which faced 

Communists at the beginning of the 20th century - to build a 

movement capable of resisting and exposing the crimes of 

capitalism, and eventually of overthrowing the system itself. 

On the present situation of young people in Britain 

The early 21st century has seen a continued deterioration in the 

lives of young people in Britain. New Labour has continued to 

implement policies designed to promote market forces and the 

interference of private capital in all areas of life - in work, education 

and leisure. The New Labour clique has continued to identify itself 

with and work for the interests of big business rather than those of 

working people. 

New Labour in government has continued the process of 

privatization initiated by the Conservatives in the period 1979-1997, 

and in many respects is accelerating this process through the 

further introduction of private capital into public services via the so- 

called Private Finance Initiative (PFI) and Public-Private 

Partnership (PPP). The privatization and fragmentation of postal 

services, air traffic control and the London Underground continues 

despite the disastrous and lethal consequences of privatization of 

the railway network by the Conservatives. The collapse of Railtrack 

provides conclusive evidence that privatization politices cannot 

provide safe and efficient public services. 

After the introduction of tuition fees and the removal of 

the maintenance grant for students in higher education, market 

forces are now being injected into secondary education. Services 

such as school meal provision and cleaning have already been 

“contracted out" to private firms and there now appears the danger 

of private capital becoming directly involved in the day-to-day 

running of schools. 

Democratic control of state schools at a local level is 

being eroded due to the introduction of private capital into the public 

sector. Specialist schools are being set up to provide a highly 

trained "élite" section of the workforce, as demanded by big 

business. These schools will be beyond the contro! of Local 

Education Authorities (LEAs) and will be funded in part by 

private companies; they will have their own selection process, 

which will create a two-tier system. The government also 

intends to encourage the creation of more faith-based 

schools, which will lead to segregation of young people along 

religious lines. These measures serve to divide the working 

class and divert the blame for the educational crisis onto 

ordinary working people. 

Young workers also face inequality in the struggle 

for a living wage. The inadequate National Minimum Wage of 

£4.10 is not available to workers under the age of 18, and is 

granted at a reduced rate of £3.50 to young people between 

the ages of 18 and 21. 

The process of de-industrialization and the 

structural decline in Britain's manufacturing industry mean 

that young people face an uncertain and casualized labour 

market. The direct result of long-term de-industrialization and 

the assault on trade union rights by the successive 

Conservative governments is the low level of unionization 

among young workers. 

Furthermore the combination of privatization in 

education and the casualization process has led to young 

people working whilst in full-time education to fund their 

studies, which has a detrimental effect on their academic 

performance. Moreover student nurses are forced to live on 

inadequate bursaries instead of a salaried income whilst 

being denied access to employment benefits and pensions. 

Cuts in public spending have also resulted in nurseries and 

play areas for children being closed. 

The growth in the levels of poverty and social 

exclusion have created the conditions for the growth of racism 

and fascism, which have produced electoral gains for the far- 

right British National Party and racial tensions and violence in 

working-class areas of Oldham, Bradford and Bumley in 

northern England. The anti-working-class policies of the 

current Labour government can only serve to aggravate this 

situation. Furthermore the government has introduced 

harsher laws for asylum seekers and refugees, encouraged 

by a reactionary media campaign against immigrants. 

On the International Situation 

British governmental moves toward further integration 

into the European Union (EU) and the European Monetary 

Union (EMU) are part of a Europe-wide pattem of 

neoliberalization. The structures of the European Union are 

undemocratic and unaccountable, and through the 

Amsterdam and Nice Treaties the powers of national             
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parliaments to block or amend legislation are entirely eroded. It is in this 

respect that the decision of the Irish people to reject the Nice Treaty in 

last year's referendum is a vital victory for democratic and progressive 

forces. 

Britain's prospective membership of the single currency and 

further political ties to the EU threaten both Britain's parliamentary 

democracy, peace and security, as the creation of a European Army or 

“rapid reaction force” will be used for further colonial adventures in order 

to advance the interests of European corporations. Joining the single 

currency will result in the British economy being controlled by the 

European Central Bank, which is an entirely unaccountable body 

wedded to promoting the free movement of capital at the expense of jobs 

and public services. This will leave young people's future at the mercy of 

transnational. companies, the main beneficiaries of European 

integrationism. 

The privatization and deregulation of key public services, such 

as railway networks and postal services, represents the drive of 

transnational capital, through the political institutions of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) and the EU, to remove all obstacles to the operation 

of monopoly capitalism. The effects of neoliberal reform on British 

society, which began after 1976 when Britain first received loans from the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF), are now being felt across the so- 

called "Eurozone" where similar privatization and deregulation policies 

are being pursued. 

Opposition to this process has manifested itself in popular 

movements against “globalization” and significant protest 

demonstrations in Seattle, Prague and Genoa among others. 

Significantly, fraternal Communist youth organizations from the USA, the 

Czech Republic and Italy and many other countries played a major réle in 

these actions, which also involved significant sections of the trade union 

movementin those countries. In Britain, however, the “anti-globalization” 

movement is largely disconnected from the trade union movement, and 

therefore the organized working class. It must be emphasized that the 

“anti-globalization" movement has not reinvented the anti-capitalist 

struggle. The movement that has emerged in Britain represents an 

ideologically unfocused and politically directionless reaction to the all- 

out assault by the capitalist class on working people and the poorest 

sections of society since the collapse of the Soviet Union. The “anti- 

globalization” movement's lack of ideological direction and labour 

movement orientation may be remedied by the YCL being more visible 

and influential. 

The post-1991 period has witnessed an intensification of 

imperialist rivairy and aggression. The British ruling class has pursued 

neo-colonial adventures in the Balkans, Sierra Leone, iraq and 

Afghanistan in partnership with US imperialism and Nato. This 

represents an attempt to consolidate the control of markets and 

resources following the collapse of existing socialism in the Soviet Union 

and other Warsaw Pact countries. The latest case is Zimbabwe. Robert 

Mugabe's Zanu-PF government is attempting a complex and long 

overdue land reform programme, which Britain two decades ago 

endorsed. Because the EU sees this as an attack on white farmers, 

rather than as an improvement for Black landiess peasants, ithas tried to 

undermine the popular Zanu-PF govemment. By giving support to the 

opposition Movement for Democratic Change, and discrediting the 

  

      
     

    

     

    
      
    

  

    

   

      

    
   
   
     

   

  

   
   

      

   
    

   

elections, the West and especially the EU wantto see a pro-privatizatio 

anti-land reform government installed. It is up to us to show support 

Zanu-PF and the courageous land reform programme. 

The current "war on terrorism” is a smokescreen for furthe 

imperialist conquest of markets and resources, specifically of oil an 

gas in Central Asia. Furthermore it also provides a cover for furthe 

assaults on progressive forces, national liberation movements an 

socialist countries. This applies to the situation in Palestine. The Unite 

States' marshalling post in the Middle East - resolutely zionist israel 

has been waging an increasingly dirty war against the Palestinia: 

people. Almost daily incursions into sovereign Palestinian territory 

the Israeli Defence Force have resulted in a huge number of civiliai 

casualties. Ariel Sharon's government had flouted the Oslo Accor 

meddling in the affairs of Palestine and increasing the number 

settlements in the West Bank. This is now being carried out under th 

banner of the "war against terrorism”. The United States doesnt 

complain because Israel is there as a foothold in the oil-rich Middle East. 

As a progressive youth organization we must highlight and vigorously cI 

oppose these crimes. i 

Military intervention by the imperialist powers has been: 

accompanied by the most significant threat to global security: National 
Missile Defence (NMD), the centrepiece to the US military's plan for "full 

spectrum dominance” by the year 2020. Bases at Menwith Hill and 

Fylingdales in Yorkshire will be used to create an all-encompassing 

system guaranteeing US imperialism superiority in any future conflict, 

and against China in particular. 

Britain is already committed in a junior partnership réle to the 

US through the Trident nuclear arsenal. There has been broad popular 

opposition to both NMD and Trident in Scotland, involving a broad 

cross-section of society and MPs and MSPs. 

The people of Northern Ireland remain overwhelmingly 

committed to the peace process and the historic Good Friday 

Agreement, despite attempts to frustrate it by both hardline Unionism 

and dissidents within the Republican movement. The beginning of 

decommissioning by the Provisional IRA is a welcome advance. The 

scaling down of the British military and security apparatus in the six 

counties also represents significant progress. This is a process that’ 

must be continued toward the eventual goal of the withdrawal of all 

British troops. 

However, the continued use of violence and intimidation b 

loyalist gangs, and in particular the persecution of Catholic 

schoolchildren on their way to school, illustrates the deep s 

divisions that the British presence in the six counties has caused. It also 

reflects the hypocrisy of Unionists that oppose the Good Frida 

Agreement and the peace process. 

challenges to prevent the new century being dominated by monopo 
capitalism and imperialism. The Young Communist League must 

to increase its influence in the youth movement in order to strengthen 

and encourage unity. This may only be achieved by addressing tt 

urgent need to develop the YCL's organizational structures at a nati



and local branch level. This is the essential precondition for rebuilding 

both the YCL's industrial and student organizations. The YCL must also 

concentrate its efforts to increase the circulation of the YCL journal 

Challenge. 

Uniting young people around realistic goals and objectives in 

@ progressive front underpinned by democratic, anti-imperialist, anti- 

monopoly policies is the primary objective of the YCL's political strategy. 

The YCL must also consider that politicizing the youth, to increase 

political awareness among young people, is a primary concem. This is 

the challenge we face. A progressive front uniting communists, left- 

wingers within the Labour Party and trade unions and others can still 

reclaim the Labour Party and defeat the neoliberal leadership clique. 

Abandoning the struggle within the trade unions and the Labour Party 

would only strengthen the right and further erode the party's working- 

class character. The YCL has a vital réle to play in convincing young 

people of the need for unity and working practically to bring it about 

through our work in trade unions, student unions, anti-imperialist and 

intemational solidarity campaigns and other mass organizations. The 

YCL must step up its efforts to meet this challenge. 

The construction of such a front is crucial to advancing the 

following objectives: 

1) Resisting privatization in education and wherever possible 

reversing it 

through popular pressure on the government. The central focus for 

advancing this strategy is the National Union of Students (NUS). It 

represents millions of young people in further and higher education, but 

its leadership is characterized by careerism. The organized left in the 

union is politically impotent due to the domination of factionalism and 

ultra-left ideology. There is therefore a visible political void between the 

careerist Labour Students machine and the ultra-left, which has no clear 

political strategy. The YCL has the ideological strength and political 

strategy to fill this void by drawing non-aligned progressive organizations 

and people together to campaign for realistic policies based on the 

notion of the NUS as part of the labour movement. Joint NUS/trade union 

initiatives should be applauded by communists and built on. 

2) The YCL believes in a_ state-owned 

comprehensive education system. This has particular resonance for 

school students, faced with increasing selection and segregation on the 

one hand and relatively diminishing resources for inner city schools and 

other deprived areas. The League needs to assess means of developing 

propaganda, agitation and political education amongst school students. 

YCL activists in the NUS should be encouraged to discuss means by 

which the organization of school students should be begun, perhaps by 

the convening of area meetings of NUS members in schools, sixth forms 

and colleges. The encouragement of NUS membership in this sector of 

education is an important part of such a process. 

3) Campaigning for a living wage of £6 an hour for 

all workers and an end to the current discrimination against workers 

under the age of 21. The YCL also needs to work to combat the low level 

of unionization among young workers. The YCL recognizes the 

importance of the new “organizing model" of trade unionism in 

counteracting this trend. Trade union organization in non-traditional 

industries where many young people start work is crucial to the 

development of a stronger and more united working class movement. 

Itis vital for the YCL to enhance its profile and influence in the 

trade union movement. Years of decline have meant that trade 

unions are eager to encourage young activists to campaign on 

issues affecting young workers. The failure of the YCL to take 

the initiative in this area will leave a void in the trade union 

movement, which will be filled by careerists from the New 

Labour machine. 

  

4) Uniting progressive forces in the peace 

movement. In particular the YCL must analyse and work to 

sustain the momentum generated by the significant 

participation of young people in the anti-war movement. The 

YCL must also continue to play a réle in the anti-nuclear 

movement, by supporting and participating in the protests 

against Trident and against NMD. The YCL must improve its 

links with other youth organizations campaigning for peace and 

  

social justice. 

5) Preventing Britain's entry into the single 

currency. Itis crucial to unite progressive and labour movement 

  

forces in order to prevent the anti-EU campaign being 

dominated by the reactionary and fascist camps. This will not 

be easy. The Euro is most popular among young people, and 

students in particular. The YCL must intensify its campaigning 

work on this issue in order to build the pro-democratic anti-. 
monopoly case against joining the single currency. ‘ 

The YCL must continue its work in the international 

movement through active membership of the World Federation 

of Democratic Youth (WFDY). The YCL must also continue to 

develop its fraternal relations with Communist youth 

organizations in other countries and to cooperate wherever 

possible, particularly with those often overlooked in imperialist 

and reactionary countries. 
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The Young Communist League calls upon young people to 

unite in order to increase the pressure on the Labour 

government to deliver policies which benefit all people, young 

and old, and not the interests of corporate capital. The central 

task of the YCL is to unite young people around a democratic, 

anti-imperialist, anti-monopoly agenda. This will provide the 

vital momentum for revolution and the development of 

Socialism. 
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! Aaron Stacey gives his eyewitness account of modern Russia 

This article describes my journey to Russia 

last summer. It describes only what | saw, and 

what | was told. It does not attempt to analyse 

political events in Russia in the past decade. 

Readers should draw their own conclusions as to 
what has been happening. 

Our group consisted of me, my mother, two 

Irish people, and four Chinese-British people. 

Our aeroplane landed at Moscow's Sheremetevo 
airport at 8:30pm. The first symbol that welcomed 
me to the new Russia was - the golden arches of 

McDonald's on the top of a tall pole. Whether they 

put it there for the sake of irony is anybody's 

guess. We reached our hotel after an hour-long 

drive: it consisted of four towers of hotel rooms 

with a casino in the middle. The next day, our 

guide took us to Red Square in the heart of 

Moscow. When we arrived we weren't allowed to 

go into the square straight away, because Lenin's 

Mausoleum was open. When we were allowed 

into the square the guide told us about the 

Kremlin. But | sort of switched off and just looked 

around, absorbing my surroundings. | thought of 

how this square each May Day used to celebrate 

with a parade that showed off the military 

hardware of a superpower. Now it was filled with 

Westem and Japanese tourists and Kodak 

vendors selling cheap disposable cameras. We 

walked behind St Basil's cathedral and through 

an underpass to a car park to meet our driver. The 

underpass was lined with old women, each sitting 

with an ikon of an Orthodox saint and begging for 
money. 

Next we were taken to a Cathedral or church 

which had only recently been rebuilt, having been 

demolished after the revolution. Our guide (who 

was a religious enthusiast) told us everything 

about the cathedral. Nearly everywhere we were 

driven, in fact, the guide managed to point out a 

church that had been rebuilt. In the afternoon, our 

guide showed us the Moscow metro (the 
underground). It had great architecture replete 

with statues of workers and soldiers, and | also 

noticed in one station a statue of Lenin. There 

was the odd hammer and sickle emblem. Next 
day we were taken inside the Kremlin. Our tickets 

had already been paid for, so it was simply a   

matter of the guide picking them up from the 

ticket booth. But once we got in our guide 

contented herself with boring us with every 

minute detail about the numerous cathedrals 

there were in the Kremlin. We also went inside a 
museum which was full of old Tsarist junk. The 

only things of interest were seeing the building 

in which Lenin and then Stalin had lived when 

they led the country and the Palace of 

Congresses, constructed under Khrushchev for 

use by the Communist Party and other 
organizations. 

We were allowed to have the rest of the day 

free, so my mother and | went to the famous 

Arbat Street, whose cafés and bookshops used 

to be frequented by Soviet scientists, writers 

and musicians. It was full of souvenir stalls and 

kiosks, many selling Soviet-era flags, banners, 

etc. | did purchase a banner, and while the seller 

was trying to sell it to me she was enthusiastic to 

point out that one side of the banner had Lenin 

on. Lenin was obviously seen as the selling 

point of this particular banner: in fact there was a 

lot of Lenin stuff around. Each side of the street 

was flanked with shops selling expensive 

jewellery and Westem fast food restaurants. We 

also went into what appeared to be a new 

shopping centre. It was full of expensive looking 

shops, which probably explained why there 

were so many uniformed guards inside. We left 

through an exit which led into one of the 

underpasses. This underpass was from end to 

end full of beggers. We had just stepped from 

amongst expensive shops and wealthy 

shoppers, into a dank underpass full of beggars, 

both within metres of each other. We proceeded  



to GUM, the former 'State Universal Shop', which 
was architecturally superb but again looked 

formidably expensive. Earlier, our guide had been 

felling us about how low the average Russian 

income was (about £70 a month), and | compared 

that sum to the prices that | saw in the shops and 

realised how little | could afford if | earned that much. 

Next day was our last guided day in Moscow (we 

did have two free days before going on to St 

Petersburg / Leningrad). We went to a religious 

place outside Moscow which is apparently the 

holiest place in Russia. My mother and | were 

dreading it; we didn't want to be bored to death by 

our guide, who was very religious (and also anti- 

Soviet), since we're both atheists. | tried to listen but 

it was hot. We were allowed a break, and luckily 

there was a spring which gave out Holy Water, so | 

filled two empty bottles with Holy Water, and my 

mother and | drank the Holy Water in the shade, 

feeling refreshed and no more holy than at any other 

time. At lunch we went to a restaurant and ate some 

Russian food, including borshch, beetroot soup. It 

was good - although whether this is affordable to 

many Russians is doubtful. Our guide told us about 

how she used to go to the Caucasus on holiday 
when she was young, but she couldn't go anymore 

because of all the complications caused by crossing 

new intemational borders. After finishing our food, 

my mother and me went to sit outside while my 

mother had a cigarette. While | was looking around 

with my empty bottle, an old women came up to me 

and starting speaking in Russian and pointed at 

something. | couldn't understand what she meant, 

but she finally made it clear that she wanted the 

empty bottle, so | gave it to her. | had not ever 

thought that somebody would beg an empty bottle 

from me. I've always taken bottles for granted. 

In the evening, we went to see the impressive 

Moscow State Circus. Afterwards, the four Chinese 

went to the station as they were staying for less time 

than us, but the Irish on the other hand were staying 

longer than us. In our two spare days, we went to 

Lenin's Mausoleum. We had to queue for about 30- 

60 minutes. While we were waiting, a Communist 

protest march went past, but | don't know what they 

were protesting against. At the end of the last day we 

went to Leningrad Station where we had to catch our 

train to "St Petersburg". At the station there was still 

a statue of Lenin and there was still a quote from him 

on the wall, or at least that's what it looked like. We 

arrived in St Petersburg early in the moming. The 

guide wanted us to go through the day's plan early, 
which wasn't too good. | had barely slept on the 

train, and thus | didn't really take in what was said. We i 
went to the Smoiny Institute, and there was a statue 
of Lenin outside. We also visited various other places 
but | was very tired and don't remember what those 
places were. The architecture of St Petersburg was 
very different to Moscow. Most of the buildings were 
put up in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
when it was the capital, in a European style. 
Moscow's buildings tend to be either older Russianor - 
Soviet. Our guide was more sympathetic to the 
Soviet Union than the one in Moscow. She told us © 
about how the tower blocks built in Soviet times were 
a great improvement on what there had been before, 
and she said that while westemers may not be : 
impressed, the Russians found them better. She said 

that now, if you can't afford decent accomodation 

then you are stuck. 

Our guide also explained how young Russians 
were getting into crime and trouble, and that during 

the Soviet era, the Komsomol (YCL) had provided 

focus and activity to their lives. On our second day in 

St Petersburg, we went to the Winter Palace which 

contained many pieces of art. The architecture was a 

testimony to the luxury that the Tsars lived in. We also 

went to the Peter and Paul fortress which was © 

(vaguely) interesting. On our last day we went tothe - 

Summer Palace of the Tsars. It was a grand and 

beautiful palace that was crowded with tourists. In St 

Petersburg | noticed a lot more Americans than in 

Moscow. On our two free days, we went to the cruiser 

Aurora and looked around the centre of St 
Petersburg. 

On the whole | didn't think that Russia was as grey 

or drab as it is portrayed by some people in the West. 

Some of the buildings had fallen into disrepair, but if 
the time and effort was taken to restore them then 

they would be fine places to live. Walking around the 

streets of both cities, | saw echoes of the Soviet 

Union. Walking up what used to be Gorky Street in | 
central Moscow, | noticed that the buildings were still 

covered with revolutionary inscriptions and 

engravings. The hammer and sickle, symbol of world - 

Communism, could still be seen on some buildings 

and some old postboxes. But these same buildings 

were also plastered in Westem commercial logos. 
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( Trident and the law 
YCL activist Gawain Little was recently put on trial for 

protesting at the Fasiane nuclear submarine base in Scotland 

last year. Although the prosecution failed to answer the points 

he raised in his defence, the court found him guilty of 

(ironically) a ‘breach of the peace’ and fined him £75. This is 

an edited version of the speech he made in court to defend 

himself. 

On 12 February 2001 at A814 North entrance to HMNB Clyde, Fasiane, 

you, Gawain Robert Little, did conduct yourselfin a disorderly manner, lie onthe 

roadway, disrupt the free flow of traffic, refuse to desist when required to do so 

and commit a breach of the peace. 

According to the definition given by the High Court in the 

appeal of Smith vs. Donnelly, quoting Ferguson vs. 

Carnochan, a breach of the peace consists of "conduct 

severe enough to cause alarm to ordinary people and 

threaten serious disturbance to the community". 

At the protest outside the Clyde naval base, 

Faslane, many "ordinary people" were present: some in the 

capacity of protesters, some supporters and some officers of 

the law. Of these three groups, the first two were clearly not 

alarmed or disturbed by the protest. Indeed, they were in full 

support of it. And according to the evidence given under oath 

by the two police officers called as witnesses by the 

prosecution, my behaviour neither alarmed nor disturbed 

them and was unlikely to cause alarm or disturbance to those 

around me. Also, according to statements given to the press 

by spokespersons of the base, “we knew this was going to 

happen so we made sure we got people onto the site before it 

started", and “work at the base was not disrupted". So my 

actions did not alarm or disturb those working at the base 

either. Considering that my actions took place within the 

context of a protest coordinated and organized through a 

process of consultation with the Strathclyde police force and 

the local community, the only conclusion that can be drawn is 

that my actions were not “severe enough to cause alarm to 

ordinary people and threaten serious disturbance to the 

community". 

Furthermore, in the action | took | was exercising my 

tight to freedom of expression, as enshrined in the European 

Convention on Human Rights (now part of domestic law in 

Scotland). Not only do | have the right to freedom of 

expression, but the State has a positive duty to uphold that 

right. This may only be restricted where it can be shown to be 

necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national 

security, territorial integrity or public safety. 

There are three types of freedom of expression 

identified by the courts: political, commercial and artistic. Of 

these three, political freedom of expression is recognized as 

the most important. The reason for this is stated very clearly 

by Caroline Lucas MEP in a point of order to the European 

Parliament following her arrest at Fasiane on 12 February 

2001: 

Ademocratic State is not just a gift and a right- itis a responsibility as well. 

If citizens do not responsibly demonstrate against the operation of inhumane 

acts by their governments, they become increasingly unresponsive and 

corrupt 

The right to freedom of political expression is a way of 

ensuring the accountability, and controlling the excesses, of 

government. Therefore, exemptions to this right must be 

applied with precision. | believe that this has not been shown 

in my case and that my actions did not contravene the 

interests of national security, territorial integrity or public 

Safely. 

In 1997 a Gallup poll showed that 87% of people in 

the UK believe that Britain should help negotiate a treaty to 

abolish and prohibit nuclear weapons. | have always believed 

that democracy means the rule of the people, as expressed 

by the view of the majority. It was this view that | was 

upholding when | took the action | did. 

Finally, | sincerely believe the Trident nuclear 

weapon system to be illegal, immoral and a massive waste of 

taxpayers’ money. It is on these grounds and with a view to 

raising public awareness of these weapons and thereby 

holding the goverment to account that | undertook the 

actions that | did on 12 February 2001. Every year, Trident 

costs the people of this country between one thousand million 

and one point five thousand million pounds, while our 

National Health Service deteriorates due to lack of funding. 

The Trident system is incapable of being used in such a way 

as to distinguish between the civilian population and 

combatants, making its use illegal under article 48 of part four 

of the 1977 Protocol | to the Geneva conventions. Even in 

times of extreme danger, the principle of military necessity 

must be qualified by proportionality. Breaches of civilian 

immunity from attack cannot be "excessive" in proportion to 

immediate military necessity and advantage. Trident, armed 

with 1,344 times the destructive power of the bomb dropped 

on Hiroshima in 1945 - which killed 140,000 civilians -, is 

incapable of such proportionality. 

Its use would be an act of genocide. 

If you would like to make a 

contribution towards the fines 

imposed on Gawain and other 

communist Faslane 

protesters, please send a 

cheque or postal order for any 

amount payable to ‘Young 

Communist League’ to the © 

usual address, saying what 

the money's for.  



Afghan Civilian casualties - verifying the 
report — PauLLevy 

The mantra of most of the media here, whenever reporting 
the deaths of innocent civilians in Afghanistan, has been "the 
report cannot be independently verified". The BBC has 
played an especially shameful role in keeping the truth from 

the British public. Of course there have been some notable 
exceptions to this (such as the Daily Mirror), perhaps 

symptomatic of the pro-European strand in the British ruling 

class - witness European Commissioner Chris Patten’s 
attack on US foreign policy. Even so, the majority of news 
teporting has ignored or obscured the stories of deaths 
inflicted by Westem attacks. 

The American academic Professor Marc Herold’ 
has produced a detailed dossier of civilian deaths during the 
bombing campaign. Using extensive references, often to 

Wester media sources, Herold has documented the real 
cost of this war. 

He arrives at a figure of 3,742 (on December 6th). 
More recent attacks increase that figure to well over 4,000. 

This, in Herold's words is "a serious underestimate," as there 
are many incidents for which we will never know the real 
facts. Moreover, as Herold admits this represents only a tiny 

fraction of the number of people who have been killed 
‘indirectly’ by the air war. But it is still a shocking statistic. 

What emerges from this dossier is a side of the war 
which we have been kept from seeing - that in fact British and 
U.S. bombs have been repeatedly hitting civilian targets, 
repeatedly ‘straying’ into residential areas, hitting homes, 
hospitals, mosques, market places. 

Herold highlighted seven “days of ignominy", to 
which we may add an eighth (which occurred after the date of 

the dossier). These are the eight single raids causing the 
greatest civilian casualties - the worst war crimes of the 
bombing campaign: 

October 11th - the village of Karam in 
Nangarhar province was repeatedly bombed, killing at least 
160 civilians.? 

October 18th - the central market place of 
Sarai Shamali in Kandahar was bombed, killing 47.2 

October 21st - a cluster bomb hit the 
military hospital and mosque in Herat, killing 100 people.4 

October 23rd - low-flying AC-130 
gunships repeatedly strafed the villages of Bori Chokar and 
Chowkar-Karez, 25 miles north of Kandahar. 93 civilians 
died. 

November 10th - over 300 died when the 
area around the village of Shah Aqa, 70 miles north-west of 
Kandahar, was bombed.® 

November 18th - B-52s bombed a village 

near Khanabad in Kunduz province, killing 150 people.’ 
December ‘1st - the village of Kama Ado 

was destroyed, killing 156 civilians. On the same day, the 
nearby villages of Khan-e-Mairjuddin and Zaner Khel were 
also bombed, killing at least 100 people.*The response of 

Command Central on Saturday was "It just did not happen” 9 
December 29th - the village of Qalaye 

Niazi in Paktia province, where a wedding party was staying, 

was bombed killing at least 50, and probably more than 100 
people.'° 

And yet statistics alone can't communicate the 
dumb horror of the victims of ‘collateral damage’. On October 
19th, US planes bombed the village of Tarin Kot in Uruzgan, 
killing twenty people. As some neighbours pulled their 

friends from the rubble, a second wave of bombing killed ten 

more. One villager told the story: 
We pulled the baby out, the others were buried in the rubble. 
Children were decapitated. There were bodies with no legs. 
We could do nothing. We just fled." 
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Said Mehmood, a Kandahar merchant, took his family out of ; 
Kandahar to Chowkar-Karez to escape the bombing. His © 
extended family of twenty was packed into six cars. They 
arrived just as the attack of October 23rd took place. 
| brought my family here for safety, and now there are 19 
dead, including my wife, my brother, sister, sister-in-law, 
nieces, nephews, my uncle. What am | supposed to do 
now?!2 

Teal tale of the war. To Said Mehmood we can add countless 
others, those who have been killed, maimed or paralysed, 

@ 

Itis stories like that of Said Mehmood which tellthe 

  

those who are starving and freezing to death, or those who & 
have suffered the brutality of the Westem-supported 

Northem Alliance. No one can doubt that these crimes are 

every bit as morally repugnant as the bombing of the World 
Trade Centre. It is more clear than ever that the 'war against a 
terror is a cruel and unjust war, carried out without any 
regard to the lives of innocent people. 

FOOTNOTES 
‘Of the University of New Hampshire. 
? Richard Lloyd Party, "Witnesses Confirm That Dozens Were 
Killed in the Bombing", The Independent, October 13th. AlsoNic 
Robertson and Marcus Tanner, “Bin Laden is not here, so why 
are we being bombed? War Against Terrorism: Karam", The 
Independent, October 15th. 
3BBC News, October 19th, and Reuters, October 20th. 
“UN Confirms Destruction of Afghan Hospital", The Guardian, 
October 23rd. 
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5Noreen S. Ahmed-Ullah [Quetta], "Afghan Survivors Recount _ 
Bombings: Civilian Deaths Turn Them Against U.S.", Chicago . 
Tribune, October 27th. 
®"Taliban Confirm Fall of 7 Provinces,” The Frontier Post, 

7 
November 13th, The Herald Sun (Australia), November 11th i 
citing Agence France Presse and DAWN (Pakistan), November ~ 
11th. 

7. Justin Huggler, “Carpet Bombing ‘Kills 150 Civilians’ in 
Frontline Town,” The Independent, November 19th. 

    

®Richard Lloyd Parry, "A Village is Destroyed and AmericaSays 
It Never Happened”, The Independent, December 4th, is a first- 
hand account. Also Chris Tomlinson, "Afghan Village Riddled 
With Bomb Craters: 155 Villagers Killed,” The Associated Press, 
December 3rd. 

® Statement from Marine Corps Major Brad Powell, spokesman 
of Command Central in Tampa, Florida, 15 hours after Kama 
Ado was destroyed, Boston Globe, December 2nd, 
‘Rory Carroll, "Bloody evidence of US blunder", The Guardian, 
January 7th. (The UN estimated 52, including 10 women and 25 
children. Taj Mohammad, the village elder, said 80, while other 
villagers said 92. Staff at the hospital at Gardez said 107) Herold 
also lists BBC News, The Independent, and Reuters: 

‘John Nichol, "The Myth of Precision," The Guardian, October — 
29th 

Fierce American Raid That Flattened a Village," New York 
Times, November 2nd. 

*2 Robert Nickelsberg and Jane Perlez, "Survivors Recount



In today's headlines one barely reads anything 
about Britain's last war prior to September 11th any 
more. But Sierra Leone, New Labour's latest 
playground in the battle for African resources is not 
only far from over but has an interesting history of 
imperialist involvement. 

Picking Sierra Leone as Blair's first African 
campaign was a smart choice by the British 
establishment. The British army's involvement was 
aimed to aid government troops after rebels of the 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) again 
encroached on the capital Freetown after they had 
been driven out three years ago. The RUF, whose 
‘messianic’ ideology blends elements of Khmer 
Rouge rhetoric with animist spiritualism, was once 
again beaten back. Head of State Ahman Tejah 
Kabbah and his Nigerian allies could then rejoice, as 
the clash was not just about political power but also 
about the lucrative exploitation of resources. Sierra 
Leone possesses large quantities of diamonds and 
bauxite (for aluminium) and was, prior to the start of 
the civil war in 1991, also the world's second largest 
producer of rutile, a mineral containing titanium 

oxide which is important for the production of steel. 
Especially diamonds had attracted foreign 

investors since many years. But not only the 
investors came: already in the 1950s, the South 

_ African mining giant De Beers hired mercenaries in 
Sierra Leone to start a low-level war until the 
diamond trade was placed under the control of their 
then de facto monopoly. Since the beginning of the 
civil war in 1991most diamonds have been mined 
illegally. With that, national debt has risen as the 
government has missed out on an income of $220 
million annually. Kono district, with the ‘diamond 
capital’ of Koidu, in the east of the country, has 
changed hands especially often. RUF commander 
Foday Sankoh had the diamonds mined whenever 
the area was held by his troops, and exchanged 
them for weapons in Guinea. A considerable sum of 
diamond revenue is also said to have gone into one 
of Sankoh's private international bank accounts. 

But the rutile resources also play a role in Sierra 
Leone. The largest rutile mine is owned by Sierra 
Rutile Ltd. Until 1995, the company had been the 
largest private employer in the region and brought in 
half of the national export profits. Then the RUF 

moved into the area in January 1995. Sierra Rutile 
acted swiftly: through mediation of the London- 

M The Diamond Game 
Ibrahim Fofana 

SIERRA RUTILE 
based arms traders J&S Franklin the services of the 
mercenary firm Gurkha Security Guards, based in 
London, were employed. After heavy defeats 
suffered at the hands of the RUF the goverment 
also followed the strategy previously sucessfully 
used by Sierra Rutile. In May 1995, the South 
African mercenary firm Executive Outcomes (EO) 
was contracted in by the government in Freetown. 
EO had been founded after the end of apartheid by 
former Special Unit members of the South African 
Defense Force (SADF). Its head was Eeben Barlow 
who had previous fought the ANC's members in 
exile in London. The contact between the 

government and EO had been meditated by Tony 
Buckingham, a former officer in the British SAS. His 
company, Branch Energy, had already worked 
alongside EO in Angola in 1993 when they were 
given the task to reconquer oil and diamond fields 
from UNITA troops. 

The South African mercenaries demanded $1.2 
million per month, though it was hard for the 
government to raise that amount of money. 

According fo rumours and several newspaper 
articles some of the final bill had been paid for by De 
Beers to keep the black market for diamonds as 

small as possible. A programme suddenly made 
available by the IMF also contributed to getting the 
finances right. Allegedly Sierra Rutile Ltd. also took 
out intemational loans to pay for EO's services. 

And Buckingham's Branch Energy also moved 
in. The company was promised a 25-year licence for 
the diamond mines at Koido as well as licences for 
further gold and diamond resources. In 1995 they 
founded a new company named Branch Mining, 

with the Sierra Leonean government owning 30% 
and Branch Energy holding 60%. 40% of those 60% 
(in Branch Mining, the joint venture - not Branch 
Energy, the parent company) are, however, owned 
by EO. 

After the arrival of the South African mercenaries 
in May 1995, the reconquest of the resource-rich 
territories started. A spokesperson for Executive 
Outcomes (EO) said that they were only involved in 
training government troops. Eyewitnesses and 
members of EO on the other side reported that 

  

      

 



  

mercenaries had been directly involved in combat.The 
company can boast. quite a significant arsenal of 
Russian transport and assault helicopters, several 
smaller fighter planes as well as lightly armoured tanks. 
Maintenance work is carried out by Russian and 
Ukrainian technicians. 

After heavy losses due to EO's campaign, the RUF 
agreed to a ceasefire. The peace talks, however, failed 
as the RUF made their demobilization conditional on a 
retreat of EQO's mercenaries. After international 
pressure, the rebels gave up that demand temporarily, 
but it did in the end become part of the peace accord 
signed in November 1996. Only in February 1997 did EO 
then finally leave the country - at least officially. A large 
contingent of the mercenaries stayed and now function 
as a security service’ for Sierra Rutile Ltd., which had 
contracted the services of EO daughter company 
Lifeguard. 

With hindsight, that has proved to be good luck for the 
government. After a putsch in May 1997 the most part of 
Kabbah's cabinet found refuge in Lifeguard's barracks. 
When ECOMOG troops intervened in March 1998 to 
reinstate Kabbah, mercenaries and intemational 
investors joined in the action. 

Branch Energy had meanwhile got a new owner in 
1996 in the mining entrepreneur Robert Friedland, and 
had been renamed as Diamond Works. The new director 
of the company was Michael Grunenberg, previously 
head of finance for the Chelsea-based mercenary 
company Sandline Intemational. Grunenberg had 
already negotiated the contract between EO and the 
junta government back in 1995. The head of Sandline, 
former Lt.Commander in the British Army Timothy 
Spicer, had been active with EO troops in Papua New 
Guinea in 1997. 

Despite the fact that the United Nations had set up a 
weapons embargo against Sierra Leone in October 
1997, Sandline delivered 35 tons of Bulgarian weaponry 
to ECOMOG and Sierra Leonean governmenttroops - at 
least sections of the Westminster government and its 
agencies had to have knowledge about that. 
Maintenance works on helicopters used by Sandline to 
aid the ECOMOG campaign in Sierra Leone were done 
aboard Royal Navy ships off the coast. The costs of the 
Sandline deal, amounting to $10 million, have been 
taken over by the Indian banker Rakesh Saxena who got » 
mining rights for diamonds worth $150 million in return. 

The RUF too has always used aid from abroad. 
Portugese mercenaries are said to have trained RUF 
troops and rebellious soldiers from Guinea in early 1997 
to regain the diamond fields in north-east Sierra Leone. 
At the moment, the RUF is not only supported by the 
Liberian goverment but also by mercenaries from 
Ukraine, Mauretania and Italy. 

Much more important, however, are the % 
big mercenary firms EO and Sandline. © 
Similar companies also exist in the US, 
France and Israel, which are in high | 
demand among states rich in resources but 
with a small income. 

Although intemational conventions 
Clearly outlaw the use of mercenaries, the - 
Western military establishment thinks 
about their use more closely. During a © 
‘Symposium on Africa’, organised by the 
Pentagon in 1997, mercenaries and 
potential employers met - officially 
sanctioned by the US government. Besides 
Eeben Barlow and Timothy Spicer, the — 
head of the US-based Military Professional 
Resources Inc. was present. On the guest 
list as potential customers had been 
representatives of Exxon, Texaco, Sierra © 
Rutile as well as the military attachés of © 
several African states. 

Only time will tell if that strategy of 
integration will fully work. Executive . 
Outcomes (EO) already closed down at the 
end of 1998; in that way the owners avoided _ 
political control - although they still remain 
active. Since Labour sent troops to Sierra 
Leone last year it's quite likely thatsome old . 
friends have met up again. 
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internet links: 

For more about mercenarism check out 

the Campaign Against Arms Trade (CAAT): 

http://www.caat.org.uk/research/Merce 
naries_Body.html 

For info about world diamond production ~ 

and trade see: 

http://cei.sund.ac.uk/sakha/worlddiamo 

nd.html
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Mind your language sccm: 

During the 1960s, when the Black civil 
rights movement swept the world, it 
became politically incorrect to use ‘black' 
as a derogatory term. Phrases such as 
‘black magic’ and ‘little white lie' were 
frowned on because they suggest that 
white equals good and black equals evil. 
Since the 1960s our consciousness has 
been raised and we now realize that these 
terms are inappropriate. 

However, there are still inappropriate 
terms that we use and now, at the 
beginning of the new millennium, it is time 
to raise the consciousness of the people 
once again. We can no longer accept 
degrading labels given to us by the 
bourgeoisie and capitalist class. If you 
keep on telling a particular person or 
group that they are inferior then eventually 
they will begin to believe it. So the way we 
think, which evidently controls the way we 
act, is being shaped by language. 
Capitalism is a phenomenon and the first 
step to controlling any phenomenon is 
defining it. This is why we cannot let the 
capitalist class define these phenomena 
for us. "Man attempts to define 
phenomena in such a way that they reflect 
the interest of their own class or group" 
(Huey P. Newton). 

One of the terms we use incorrectly is 
‘poor’ in phrases such as ‘poor quality’ or 
‘poor performance’. These terms are 
degrading and put poor people down. As 
these terms sink in people become 
depressed about being poor and no 
longer have the will to do anything about it. 
On the other side ‘rich’ is a very uplifting 
term. If something has a 'rich flavour' it is 
strong and good. The Oxford English 
Dictionary definition of 'rich' includes 

' ‘valuable, splendid, elaborate, mellow, 
deep, highly amusing and full of 
entertainment’. Can poor people not be 
highly amusing or full of entertainment? 

Another degrading term is ‘leftist’. 
Although these days communists and 
socialists accept being left-wing, they do 
not look at the implications of the term. 
Saying that we are leftist and that 
capitalism is centrist is saying that 
capitalism is normal and standard and 
that socialism is an extreme alternative to 
the norm. Is it really normal to put money 
and profit before people? Therefore is 
capitalism not extreme and differing from 
the norm? As Malcolm X once said, 

| also don't believe that groups should refer 
to themselves as leftists, rightists or middle- 

ists. | think that they should just be what they 

are and don't let people put labels on you and 

don't ever put them on yourself. Sometimes a 
label can kill you. 

We can, however, use terms and 
slogans to our advantage. For example, 
the slogan ‘working people of the world, 
unite’ is a powerful statement, which 
urges action and unity from the workers 
and the world. In this way when we use 
language to our benefit we are engaging 
in a form of psychological warfare with the 
capitalist class. Until this battle has been 
won and the consciousness of the 
masses has been raised, communism 
cannot succeed. 

Works used 

Huey P. Newton, Revolutionary Suicide 
(autobiography). 

Malcolm X, Two Speeches by Malcolm 
x. 
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‘mail them to us at challenge@ycl.org.uk 
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Uncle Joe’s Book at bedtime 
The Ej 

JOE EAGLE 
Episode One: 
Bonaparte, by Karl Marx 

To understand what The Eighteenth Brumaire of 
Louis Bonaparte is about (and indeed what the title 
means) we need to take a quick look at French 
history from 1789 to. 1848. 

As Engels put it (writing in 1885), 'France is the 
land where, more than anywhere else, historical 
class struggles were each time fought out to a 
decision.’ Thus the French revolution which began 
in 1789 is the classic bourgeois revolution. Medieval 
feudal social structures were swept away, and the 
king's absolutist ‘rule was first constrained in a 
constitutional monarchy and then (1792) replaced 
by a bourgeois democratic republic. (Note that, 
although urban artisans and workers were 
mobilized, and various utopian socialist ideas 
emerged, the result was the establishment of the 
bourgeois State in its purest historical form.) In 1799 
democratic rule was ended by General Napoleon 

Bonaparte, who - first as dictator ("First Consul") 
within a notionally republican framework, and from 
1804 as "Emperor of the French” - restored 
monarchy while preserving the gains made by the 
bourgeoisie. Military defeat saw Bonaparte 
overthrown in 1815 and the Bourbon royal family 
restored. The reactionary régimes of Louis XVIII (to 
1824) and Charles X (1824-30) attempted to turn 
back the clock and restore the position of the big 
landed nobility and the clergy. But this revanchism 
was doomed in the face of the newly-empowered 
bourgeoisie: the Bourbons were ousted in 1830 in a 
further revolution, and replaced by Louis-Philippe 
(of the Orléans dynasty), who ruled as a 
constitutional monarch in the interests of the finance 
aristocracy and the big bourgeoisie. But again such 
a compromise was incompatible with the 
aspirations of the bourgeoisie, and now also with the 
growing strength of the industrial working class. 

Itis here that Marx takes up the story, tracing the 
overthrow of the Orléanist monarchy in 1848 by a 
republican revolution, the crushing of the proletariat 
by the republican bourgeoisie, and the bourgeois 
republic's slide towards despotism and dictatorship, 
with the election of Louis Bonaparte (nephew of 
Napoleon) as president, and finally his counter- 
revolutionary coup d'état (December 1851) which 
saw him crowned as "Emperor Napoleon III”. (It is 
this that explains the book's title, for Marx draws a 
parallel between this coup and that of the original 

Napoleon back in 1799 - which was carried outon9 © 
November 1799, or "18 Brumaire" in the French 
revolutionary calendar.) 

But why should we read this? OK, it might be ~ 
useful if you happen to be studying 19th-century © 
French history, but otherwise what relevance do © 
these events have for communists today? Firstly, it 
is a great strength of the communist movement that _ 
we possess a profound understanding of history, © 

and particularly a critical approach to the history of 
our own movement. But The Eighteenth Brumajreis _ 
more important fo us as a brilliant demonstration of — 
the application of the tools of historical materialism _ 
to the understanding of events. Very briefly, Marx — 
demonstrated elsewhere that the fundamental — 
factor in human history is the development of | 
economics - of the forces of production and thus the — 
relations of production (what he called the “base"). © 
Legal and political institutions, and ideologies (such 
as religion) constitute a "superstructure" which is ~ 

economic 
to understand political - 

ultimately determined by the 
developments. Thus, 

developments, we have to look at the class 

composition of society at any given time and the 
relationships between classes. 

The Eighteenth Brumaire puts this dry theory into 
brilliant action: the apparently haphazard and 

  

Brumaire of Louis — 

= 

  

A
N
O
F
H
L
 

LS
IX
YV
 

random progression of events is explained with 5 
reference to economic developments and the class _ 
interests of the various political actors and parties. : 
This is what the study of Marxism should enable us 
to do: we should not be dogmatically learning "the 
Classics" by rote, but learning how to apply the tools 

  

of historical materialism to both past history and — 
current affairs. So, for example, when the US 
declared its “war against terrorism", communists — 
were rapidly able to produce a class analysis which 
cut through the cant to demonstrate that this was an 
imperialist war, and to show how we can act to stop : 
it 

The Eighteenth Brumaire is one of the greatest : 

demonstrations of the explanatory power of 
Marxism; it's also a magnificently written piece of © 
polemic and political journalism, produced almost 
as the events it describes were unfolding. Read it. 

The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte is 

available online (with extremely useful footnotes) at 

http:/www.marx2mao.org/M&E/EBLB52.html 
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In La Terra Trema, Luchino Visconti created one of 

the most brutal representations of Italian life in the 

immediate post-war era. | do not mean this as a 

disparaging comment. The film was above all brutally 

unsentimental about the lives of fishermen at the mercy 
of both nature and the local wholesalers/fish merchants. 

Visconti brought home to audiences (although it was a 

commercial failure) the stark truth behind the kind of 

tubbish, now repeated in the travel sections of 
‘newspapers’ like the Guardian, that glorified the 

‘timeless’ world of peasants who, though poor, were of 

course much happier than the rest of us because they led 

a simple and noble existence close to the soil and nature. 

Even in today's age we get such trash peddied by 
bourgeois critics, who can, without any hint of irony, claim 

that the film "accentuates the cyclical, archetypal quality 

of life in a mythical, ahistorical world" or that it is “an 
archetypal drama within the structure of the nuclear 

family, as old, timeless, and compelling a tale as any 

Homeric ballad." Utter nonsense. These platitudes have 

more to do with an attack on the avowedly Marxist 

foundations of the work than with any qualities of the film 

or any accurate analysis of it. What is "ahistorical" and 

"timeless" is the bourgeois mind itself, unable to confront 
the monstrous nature of the very society that allows 

these critics to lead secure and easy lives. 

Firstly, we should look at the director himself. Luchino 
Visconti was a giant of European cinema. But in Italy, his 

reputation rests as much on his work as a theatrical and 

operatic impresario. Indeed, much of his work 

demonstrates affinities with these art forms, and much 

was based on literature (e.g. Morte a Venezia - Death in 

Venice - based on the Thomas Mann novella of the same 

name; La Terra Trema was itself loosely based on // 

Malvoglio, a novel by the Italian author Giovanni Verga). 
Visconti was also from an aristocratic background (full 

name: Count Don Luchino Visconti di Modrone). Hardly, 

then, the stuff one expects of a director making 'Marxist 

films'. Visconti, though, became involved with leftist 

politics through these very worlds. Coco Chanel, of all 

people, introduced him to Jean Renoir, a leading leftist 

film director in France. All very 'salon intellectual’ you 
may think. But Visconti was to become a committed 

socialist. Back in Italy, he became directly involved with 

the Resistance against the fascists and the nazis. He 

aided Allied prisoners behind German lines and 
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concealed Partisans in his Roman villa. Attacks on 

German troops in Rome, however, resulted in bloody 
reprisals, such as the murder of three hundred and thirty- 

five Italian hostages at Fosse Ardeatine in March 1944. 

In a subsequent round up of anti-fascists, Visconti was 

himself arrested and sentenced to death following 

lengthy ‘interrogations’. He was fortunately able to 
escape with the assistance of his guards. 

This political commitment was to manifest itself in 

Visconti's work, especially visibly in his early post-war 

films running up to roughly the late 1960s. This period of 

work was characterised by a style known as neo-realism. 

What is neo-realism? Often, it has been simplistically 
reduced to a formula such as ‘non-professional actors’ 

(or even'real people’ in place of professional actors - as if 

actors are somehow non-real persons), ‘natural 

lighting/sound’, 'no studios’. This is why so many modern 

critics seem to see in Iranian cinema a retum to neo- 

realist modes of film making, ignoring the fact that most 

Iranian cinema is also rubbish, ahistorical, and deeply 

reactionary (especially the recent contribution, the much 
lauded but ultimately criminal Kandahar). To do this is to 

confuse a structure for its substance; as if democracy 

was to be found in establishing various prerequisite 

structures and/or institutions rather than in demolishing 

the facade of bourgeois liberalism and replacing it with 
real embodiments of the power of the people's will. 

Without a doubt, these technical features were 

sometimes adopted by neo-realist filmmakers. But 

equally, neo-realist films could be and were (indeed are 

in some places) made without one or all of these 

features. Furthermore, several of these features are so 

widely used in mainstream filmmaking that citing them as 

the constituent features of neo-realism as a genre is next 

to meaningless. Visconti and other film directors were 
influenced by numerous considerations. To start with,



Italy was just coming out of a war situation which had 

destroyed both the country and its economy. Iffilms were 

to be made, then they had to be made cheaply. Studios, 

professional actors, lighting equipment - these all cost 

money. But we should not underestimate the extent to 

which these choices on the part of numerous filmmakers 
were ideologically driven. We should also bear in mind 

that the directors themselves did not see 'neo-realism' as 

residing solely in the way they used actors etc. Visconti 

and the other directors who made neo-fealist films were 

very much influenced by an article written by one Mario 

Alicata, published in 1941, entitled ‘Truth and Poetry: 

Verga and the Italian Cinema’. |t concerned the uses that 

cinema could make of the realist literary style adopted by 

Giovanni Verga (author of // Malvoglio). In it he stated 

what could be taken as a manifesto of neo-realism: 

We believe in an art which above all creates 

truth,...both the human experience and a concrete 

atmosphere. Miraculously stark and real, it could give 

inspiration to the imagination of our cinema which looks 

for things in the space-time of reality to redeem itself from 

the easy suggestions of a moribund bourgeois state. 

The neo-fealist films made special use of this 

technique above all - 'human experience’ (characters 

who could easily exist, with all the characteristics of the 

‘type’ they represented, be it a Sicilian fisherman or a 

Souther Italian migrant worker in the north of Italy) and 

its relation with a ‘concrete atmosphere’ (basically, the 

historical situation in which the character existed and 

was depicted and the various webs of exploitation in 

which they either were exploited themselves or exploited 

others or both). This is why so much that today passes 

for neo-realism (or hyper-realism of the kind championed 

by Lars von Trier, for example) is misnamed - Ken Loach 

gives us only some grimy, jaundiced view of an eternally 

suffering human experience, unrelentingly grim and 
devoid of any historical sensibility (and, funnily enough, 

peopled with villains that all happen to be either trade 

unionists or Labour Party local councillors), whereas 

Iranian cinema peddies some vaguely orientalising 

notion of pure and simple eastern story-telling with a hint 

of symbolism here and a dash of reality there. 

Visconti was also greatly interested in the writings of 
Antonio Gramsci of the Italian Communist Party 

conceming the South of Italy (the Mezzogiomo) and its 

relation as almost a colonial possession of the industrial 

north of Italy. Indeed, Visconti arrived at the village of Aci 

Trezza in Sicily (where La Terra Trema was filmed) 

armed with a financial grant from the Italian Communist 

Party to make the film. The film was intended as the 

opening part of a trilogy - it still bears the title La Terra 

Trema: Episodio del Mare (The Earth Trembles: Episode 

of the Sea) - on a prospective revolution in the south 

brought about by a union of fishermen, miners and 

peasants. Unfortunately for us, the other twoinstalments = 
were never made. 

The film was shot entirely on location in the village of 
Aci Trezza. Also, the dialogue was in the local Sicilian 

dialect, since Visconti believed that an authentic — 
expression of the people's emotions could only be ~ 

achieved through using their native tongue. 

Furthermore, as his voice-over tells us, "in Sicily, Italianis © 
not the language spoken by the poor". The castwasalso ~ 

provided by the inhabitants of the village -each morning _ 
Visconti would describe the day's shooting to the © 

villagers, explaining the events to be filmed and soliciting 
from them what their reactions would be in a similar 
Situation. Their spontaneous reactions were then © 

incorporated into the script, which evolved inthisfashion. — 

The action centres on one particular fishing family, 

the Valastros. At the centre of this family is Antonio © 

(‘Ntoni in the local Sicilian dialect). The fishermen are — 

savagely exploited by the wholesalers who buy up their ° 

catch at starvation prices and sell itoninnearby thetown ~ 
of Catania. 'Ntoni and the other young fishermen of Aci 
Trezza insist on challenging the system ("We only want 
to point to injustice like St. Thomas") and demandinga 

fairer price, despite the insistence of the oldergeneration _ 
(including his own grandfather) that "The fact is we have 

to accept their price" and there is nothing they can do. 
Their rebellion leads to a scuffle onthe seafrontandthen — 
to a riot, with 'Ntoni flinging one wholesaler's weighing 

scales into the water. 'Ntoni and many other fishermen. 

are arrested, but the wholesalers’ profits are dependent 

on a regular supply of fish - so they are soon ‘forgiven’ — 
and released. This leads to 'Ntoni realizing that "They a 

jailed us because the law says we committed a crime. 
But when it suits them, the law doesn't count - they free 
us. I'll tell you what that means. It means they need — 

us...80 why should we always give in? Let's leave them. 
Let's see if they can eat without us...We're not here to 

live as beggars without any hope of bettering ourselves." — 
The Valastros resolve to mortgage theirhouse,soas 

to raise enough capital that they can sell direct to Catania 

and bypass the wholesalers. Initially everything goes _ 
well, and there is a camivalistic scene of high spirits and _ 
joking as they salt and barrel a huge catch of anchovies. ~ 
But the pressure of meeting mortgage repayments © 

forces them to fish in all weathers, and one stormy night © 
their boat is..destroyed. The voiceover tells us that — 

“Nature destroyed their work in just one night...Now the ~ 

wholesalers will take their revenge." 
'Ntoni is mocked for not ‘listening to the old folk’, and 

he andhis brother are forcedto sell their remainingfishto 
the wholesalers ata sharply reduced price ("when you're ~ 

hungry, you can't argue"). This spectacular fall from 

grace hits the family members hard. 'Ntoni's brother is 

lured by a shady character who smokes only expensive 
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 cigarettes into leaving Aci Trezza for mainland Italy. The 

grandfather falls ill and has to be hospitalized - another 

ctushing financial burden for the family. 'Ntoni's sister 
becomes involved in a scandalous relationship with the 

police chief, after which noone in Aci Trezza will marry 

her. And 'Ntoni himself becomes a drunkard who spends 
his nights in the bar. Eventually, the broken remnants of 

the Valastro family are evicted from their home. 

The final section of the film leaves us ona slightly less 

pessimistic note. We witness a town celebration, in 

which some new boats (donated by a wizened old 

noblewoman) are blessed. The master of ceremonies, 
who happens to be one of the wholesalers, delivers a 

speech lauding her generosity. He also tells us that the 

new boats will mean work for those who want it, making a 
passing jibe at those who want to go their own way. "Here 

in Aci Trezza we're good hard workers. Except for 

someone who's not right in the head, wanting to go his 

own way.” Meanwhile, 'Ntoni, wandering the beach, sees 

his old boat which is being repaired. A little girl watches 

him and asks him why nobody in the town can stand him. 

He utters some of the most powerful words of the whole 

film directly to camera, explaining to the audience rather 

than the other characters his sentiments: "One day they'll 
realise | was right. So my loss will help everybody. We 

must learn to love each other, to support each other. Only 

then can we move on." Obviously, he is referring to the 

situation in which his character finds himself. However, it 

is also (and foremost) a rallying cry for unity among the 

oppressed and the exploited. At the very end of the film, 

we see 'Ntoni forced to go back to the wholesalers with 

his remaining brothers to sign up on one of their fishing 

crews. This, with its attendant humiliation (and the 

wholesalers lose no opportunity to mock and belittle 

him), is the price of the lack of unity displayed by the 
fishermen. As an interesting aside, we notice that 

Raimundo, the eldest of the wholesalers sits in front of a 

wall with a barely concealed slogan from the fascist era. 

In fact, as we watch his grotesque expression of delight 

at the torment they inflict on various fishermen, the word 

that can be seen most clearly behind him is ‘Mussolini’. 

There are a couple of interesting themes that run 

through the film. Firstly, there is the affinity that is 

constantly pointed out between the lives of the exploited 

characters and religious ideas. Thus, the exchange 
between ‘Ntoni, his grandfather and various fishermen at 

the beginning, when the arguments in favour of allowing 

the young men to bargain is couched in terms of a desire 

to point to injustice "like St. Thomas”. Also, ‘Ntoni's 

casting of the scales into the sea have an obvious affinity 

with Christ's overtuming of the moneylenders' tables. His 

words to camera at the end also mark him out as an 
almost Christ-like figure ("...my loss will help 

everybody"). And when he finally goes back fo sea, we 

see his sister replacing a family picture next to a painting 

of Christ on the wall of the hovel they now call home. 

Religion, as opposed to the Church, is a constant 

presence in the life of people who live on the margins of 

existence, especially in a country such as Italy. 
Secondly, there is the constant clash between the old 

and the new. Grandfather is constantly warning 'Ntoni to 

“listen to his elders”, as the wholesalers also do. Such 

words are a direct reminder to the audience of the 

crushing weight of tradition in such societies. Also, 'Ntoni 

is very clearly a'type' who represents the challenge to old 

authority/the old ways of doing things/the old 

organisation of society. The importance of this subject in 

this specific context can be illustrated by a brief glimpse 

at recent history in the Middle East. The nationalist 
revolutions that overtook many of the Arab states of the 

region (i.e. Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, and Libya) were not 

so much a direct response to the encounter with colonial 

governments as such, but rather a reaction of those who 

would not ‘do as their grandfathers had done’ and would 

not tolerate ‘traditional’ forms of authority (a policy which 
had directly led to the total defeat of the combined Arab 

armies when the Zionist Israelis launched a war of 

annihilation against the Palestinians in 1947/8). Also, 
looking at the Algerian and Palestinian revolutions, it 

becomes clear that a prerequisite for success and a 

prerequisite for the establishment of a progressive group 

identity and sentiment (the Algerian or Palestinian 

‘nation’ - in respect of Visconti's film, we are talking of the 

formation of an identity for the fishermen which ranged 

them alongside workers and peasants as one group 

which we might call ‘the toiling masses’; this becomes 

clear when we consider the original scope of the 
director's project) was the sweeping away of 

olditraditional forms of authority such as the village 

mukhtars (essentially, local landowners/elders’), who to 

aman collaborated with the occupiers. 

Following the release of the film the Valastros wrote to 

Visconti, and | shail leave the final words to them: 

“The family Valastro wishes to express publicly its 

gratitude to Luchino Visconti and his collaborators for 

making their story known to Italy and the world through 
La Terra Trema. We are profoundly grateful for the 

experience we underwent together, from which we have 
reaped the highest hopes for our future.”     



Fa¢tfile: Moldova. Anti-capitalism in 

Since 25 February 2001 there has been a 
democratically elected = communist 
overnment in the former Soviet republic of 
loldova. There hasn't been much mention of 

this fact in the mainstream press, though, 
unless you count occasional reports of anti- 
communist demonstrations in the capital 

area, reports in the Guardian 
and elsewhere haven't focused on the fact 
that the demos, called by the Peart 
Christian Democratic People's ray (PPCD) 
have featured Hitler salutes and demand 
that ethnic minorities be denied language 
rights. But Moldova, though a small country, is 
as of decisive importance in the world 
oday. A decade after the fall of the USSR, its 
eople gave the Party of Communists of the 
epublic of Moldova (PCRM) a huge 

parliamentary Wg - 71 seats out of 101 
and more than 50% of the total vote in the 
country. If the PCRM can succeed in renewing 
socialism and democracy and raising living 
standards in Moldova, then the prospects are 
good for a new wave of communist advance 
across the region and beyond. A year and a bit 
after the Moldovan election, it's fime to check 
up on what's changed. 

A year ago the pro-capitalist commentators 
were confident that the PCRM's election 
promises to bring about socialist change were 
just talk. They've already been proved wrong 
as the new Moldovan government has set 
about demonstrating what _non-capitalist 
development can achieve. The country's 
econo previously in a state of chaos, grew 

by 6.1% in 2001. Average wages paid to 
oldovan workers shot up by 28%, pensions 

and other benefits by much more. Gas bills 
have been cut by 20% and electricity by 10%. 
Inflation has been brought under control, more 
eople have jobs, and the price of food has 

sen slashed. Agricultural land, disastrously 
privatized in the 1990s, is retuming to 
common ownership, and democratic farming 
co-operatives are springing up all over the 
country. Early in 2002 the northern town of 
Floresti saw the opening of the first machine- 
tractor station, making up-to-date equipment 
available to local co-ops. President Viadimir 
Voronin, who is also chairperson of the 
PCRM's central committee, has rejected 
demands from the World Bank and IMF to 
rivatize swathes of Moldova's economy. 
instead firms which were flogged off in rigged 
auctions for a fraction of their real value under 
the old government will be retumed to the 
public sector. The PCRM has announced a 
new scheme of workers' self-management 
under which employees will have a majority 

vote in electing the board of each ; 
company. 

The rulers of nextdoor Romania, which - 
would like to swallow Moldova up, 
responded in February 2001 with an ~ 

cabinet meeting. at which | 

they have st thelr militar roe ey have stepped up their military co- © 
ith Western oners. But ~ 

emergen , 
they hiked arms spending. 

operation wi 1 
oldova's answer to this threat was to 

halve the size of its own standing army 
and spend the money 
healthcare and education. 

The PPCD, on the other hand, aims to : 
turn Moldova into a province of 
Romania. Its speakers at the Chisinau 
demos. fume about proposals to — 
recognize Russian as a state eee 
alongside Moldovan, although a 
significant minority of the 
— it. According to a recent poll by an 
inde 
residents back 

wingers have _ seized on 
disappearance of Viad Cubreacov, one ; 
ofthe PPCD's leaders, as eae ofa | 

ains "Red terror’. But even. 
Economist magazine, which rarely 
mISSes an Oppo 
capitalism or to smear its o 
rubbishes the idea that the Moldov 
government had anything to do with it. 

The transformation of Moldovan | 
society is still in a very early stage. What © 

ust the | 
citation, - 
loldovan — 

successes of the - 
Moldovan revolutionary government — 

has been done so far is 
beginning of overcoming e 
corruption and capitalism on 
soil. But the ea! 

show something of what can be 
achieved when the working people take 

s. Challenge — control into their own ha 
will continue to report on developments 
in Moldova as this democratic and social 
revolution proceeds. 
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fenenee le policy, and support for the — 
PPCD has dropped from a good 10% a _~ 
year ago to around 3%. Desperate io : a 
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