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editorial
Dear Comrades

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge.

The Young Communist League sends solidarity and greetings to everyone 
attending the counter demonstration at the Tory Party Conference in 
Manchester on 29 September 2019.

We face a critical juncture in the struggle for a People’s Brexit and the fight 
to remove this Tory government.

The only way forward now is a General Election to elect a left government 
to deliver on the 2016 Referendum mandate (pp.16-17). It is only outside of 
the confines of the neoliberal and anti-democratic EU that we can build an 
economy that works for working people (pp18-19).

Austerity has been ruthlessly enforced across the continent now (pp.12-15). 
The EU is becoming increasingly intertwined with NATO.

Further afield imperialist meddling in Hong Kong has the aim of 
undermining the legitimate Chinese Government (pp20-21). The tragic and 
criminal fires in the Amazon have come to symbolise capitalism’s wilful 
destruction of the planet and its inability to save humanity (pp22-23).

The stakes for the working people of Britain and humanity are high. Our 
priority now must be building the struggle in Britain for progressive change.

Over September the YCL has been conducting a national recruitment 
month. Young workers and students from across the country are answering 
the call. 

If you want to join the fight for a future and a dignified life, the struggle for 
socialism, join the YCL today!

In comradeship

Johnnie Hunter

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through 
writing articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t 
hesitate to get in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or 
writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

If you want 
to join the 
fight for a 
future and a 
dignified life, 
the struggle 
for socialism, 
join the YCL 
today!
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NEWS

The Communications 
Workers Union has 
issued notice to Royal 

Mail Group that it is actively 
balloting its members for 
industrial action. This is in re-
sponse to a number of factors: 
due to RMG senior manage-
ment refusing to implement 
the 4 pillars agreement which 
was previously negotiated and 
agreed upon; due to the con-
tinued culture of harassment 
and bullying in the workplace; 
and due to the proposed 
changes over the next 5 years 
to Royal Mail work practices, 
with an increase in automa-
tion and use of surveillance 
technology to monitor posties 
every waking move.

So far, the CWU have ran 
an inspiring campaign, hold-
ing hundreds of gate meetings 
involving tens of thousands of 
postal workers determined 
to fight defend, maintain, and 
improve not only their terms 
and conditions; but a vital pub-
lic service that has been at the 

heart of the British community 
for over five centuries.

This struggle has placed the 
CWU on the frontline in the 
fight against the detrimental 
effects of privatisation and 

austerity that has wreaked 
have on the working class and 
British economy for decades. 
It is vital solidarity is shown to 
our posties.

in the news
CWU ballots for strike 
action at privatised 
Royal Mail

Protests outside Asda stores 
across Britain have contin-
ued under the leadership 

of the GMB union over Asda’s 
intention to force thousands of 
workers to sign a new contract 
on worse terms.

Many workers are being 
unfairly pressurised and bullied 
into signing over their terms and 
conditions to a company which 
yet again has posted profits that 
have risen this year by more 
than £92 million, all whilst many 
workers struggle for hours on 
poverty pay.

Asda’s pre-tax profits have 
shot up almost 13% to almost 
£805 million. GMB national 
Officer Gary Carter said, “Asda 
can more than afford to show 
respect to its workforce and 
offer dedicated, long-serving staff 
a better deal.”

GMB 
members 
take on 
ASDA
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NEWS

On 12 September, the 
End Violence Against 
Women (EVAW) Coa-

lition warned that rape is being 
“effectively decriminalised” 
and has decided to take the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS) to court as a result.

This follows news reports 
that domestic violence includ-
ing the murder of women has 
reached a five-year high, aided 
by cuts to the police force, 
with cases of abuse reaching 
over three and half thousand 
in July in the West Midlands 

alone.
EVAW charged that there 

was a shocking 37.7% drop 
in the number of rape cases 
charged by the CPS last year, 
while the number of rapes 
reported has increased every 
year, with almost 54,000 re-
ports from 2017 to 2018.

EVAW, represented by the 
Centre for Women’s Justice, 
claims that they have “compel-
ling evidence” that the CPS 
has secretly de-prioritised 
prosecution of rape cases.

Andrea Simon, EVAW Head 

of Public Affairs, said: “These 
numbers represent real wom-
en subjected to rape, a crime 
which does enormous harm, 
who are then further victim-
ised by a system that does not 
take them seriously.”

This is the latest revelation 
about the crisis for women in 
a system where not only are 
women unequal to men, but 
are also the victims of an un-
challenged shadow culture of 
intimidation and anguish, often 
at the hands of men.

Rape being 
‘effectively 
decriminalised’

The Communist Party 
of Swaziland (CPS) 
continues to stand 

firm on the side of workers 
as they prepare towards a 
public sector workers’ strike 
action beginning next week, 
Monday 23 September 2019. 
The workers demand a 7.85 
per cent cost of living adjust-
ment.
The King Mswati autocracy 
has intensified its intimida-
tory tactics by threatening 
to expel Comrade Mcolisi 
Ngcamphalala, the CPS Dep-
uty National Chairperson, 
from his teaching profession 
under false claims that he 
absented himself without 
informing his supervisors.

Mswati’s handpicked 
prime minister has already 
made public claims that the 
upcoming strike action by 
public sector unions is the 
furtherance of political ends 
outside the scope of work-
ers. He issued threats against 
the leadership of public 
sector unions following the 
resolution by workers to 
strike.

The Mswati regime 
has publicly and privately 
declared that it does not 
want any CPS activists in the 
unions, including any action 
which the regime suspects 
is influenced by the CPS. 
They have instructed their 
trusted people in unions and 
in some instances deployed 
undercover police to deal 
with CPS members.

The CPS has called upon 
workers to strengthen their 
unity and to close ranks 
against the Mswati regime 
and its puppets. The Party 
unapologetically supports 
the upcoming strike action 
by public sector workers.

On Saturday 21 Septem-
ber, there was a small 
protest march through 

Central London with Algerian 
flags.

This action by London’s 
Algerian population was in 
solidarity with thousands upon 
thousands who continue to 
take to the streets every week 
in the Algerian capital calling 
for the downfall of the ruling 
elite.

A transitional government 
came to power after President 
Bouteflika resigned in April 
due to sustained demonstra-
tions, including a five-day 
general strike in March. 

The political crisis for 
Algeria’s bourgeoisie can be 
considered part of an ongo-
ing economic crisis, in which 
a quarter of Algerian youth 
are unemployed and the value 
of oil and gas exports, upon 
which the economy is heavily 

reliant, have taken a beating 
since 2014.

In turn, this has negatively af-
fected manufacturing and state 
subsidies and welfare.

The Algerian Government 
has called for elections in De-
cember to try to stabilise the 
situation, which some oppo-
nents of the government have 
already rejected. Meanwhile, 
the government continues to 
charge various politicians from 
Bouteflika’s era with corrup-
tion.

the government continues 
to charge various politicians 
from Bouteflika’s era with cor-
ruption.

London Algeria solidarity

Public sector 
unions take 
on King in 
Swaziland - 
CPS targeted
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NEWS

On 16 September, vice-
president for Com-
munication, Culture 

and Tourism Jorge Rodriguez 
announced an agreement 
between the government and 
the Venezuelan opposition. The 
agreement’s key points are:

• Solidarity instead of inter-
ventionism from foreign coun-
tries who are concerned about 
the situation in Venezuela

• Incorporation of the 
United Socialist Party (PSUV) 
block into the National As-
sembly

• Creation of a new Elec-
toral Commission (CNE)

• An agreement on repre-
sentation of minorities

• Real solutions for Ven-

ezuelans based on unity and 
dialogue

This agreement is designed 
to resolve the longstanding 
political standoff between the 
government, which has the 
support of socialists, Commu-
nists, peasant and indigenous 
groups, and the right-wing par-
ties, which are very divided. 

This follows a dangerous 
shakeup in the U.S. imperialist 
strategy against Venezuela, in 
which John Bolton, national 
security adviser, was sacked. 
Trump said Bolton “held him 
back” in the crusade against 
Venezuela’s elected progres-
sive government.

Meanwhile, Juan Guaido, 
poster boy of imperialist plans 

against Venezuela who has 
been recognised as “interim 
president” by several countries 
including the UK, has come 
under scrutiny in some media 
outlets for his photographs 
with drug trafficking Colom-
bian paramilitaries.

According to a captured 
member of Los Rastrojos, the 
photos were taken to guaran-
tee the group’s free reign on 
the lawless Venezuelan-Co-
lombian border when Guaido 
became president.

Local right-wing governor 
Laidy Gomez is allegedly 
behind bringing Los Rastrojos 
and Guaido together so that 
the former could transport 
the latter into Colombia.

Venezuelan 
Government 
and opposition 
make new 
agreement

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping has called 
for efforts to boost 

ecological protection and 
for the development of the 
Yellow River.

Xi said, “The protection of 
the Yellow River is critical to 
the great rejuvenation and 
sustainable development of 
the Chinese nation.”

He went on to say, “The 
Yellow River culture, as 
an important part of the 
Chinese civilisation, is the 
root and soul of the Chinese 
nation.”

It was on the Yellow 
River in Ancient China that 
humanity discovered printing 
techniques, paper making, 
gunpowder and the com-
pass. All very important in 
one way or another to our 
development as a species. 
The region itself has a long 
history of Chinese politics 
and culture associated with 
it, with numerous ancient 
Chinese dynasties choosing 
it as their capital.

The moves to develop 
and improve the area in line 
with the emphasis on the 
environment are yet another 
sign that Socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics contin-
ues to move forward.

Twitter recently made the 
outrageous move to delete 
many social media accounts 
associated with the Cuban 
government, not least those of 
state media, high profile lead-
ers in the country; all while 

President Miguel Díaz-Canel 
was issuing a live statement on 
fuel issues affecting the social-
ist nation. Clearly an orches-
trated attempt to impinge on 
the freedoms of the Cuban 
people. 

The Union of Journalists 
of Cuba said in a statement, 
“What is new here is the 

massive scope of this act of 
cybernetic warfare, clearly 
planned, that aims to limit 

the freedom of expression of 
Cuban institutions and citizens 
and to silence the leaders of 
the revolution.”

It remains imperative for 
socialists and democrats 
globally to extend support 
and solidarity to the socialist 
island nation which continues 
to defy nefarious American 
imperialist intrigues as it seeks 
to strengthen and defend a 
prosperous socialist economy 
catered to the needs and 
dreams of the Cuban people.

China aims 
to protect 
Yellow River

Twitter censors Cuba
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Left and Labour must resist 
‘very real threats’, say 
Communists

The labour movement 
and the left face three 
very real threats 

from the British ruling class, 
Mollie Brown declared at the 
Communist Party’s political 
committee on Wednesday 
(August 14).

Firstly, Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson could present himself 
at a snap General Election as 
the ‘hero of Brexit’ who either 
delivered it on October 31 or 
failed in an heroic attempt and 
so needs a fresh mandate to 
succeed. Secondly, a so-called 
‘government of national unity’ 
could be formed which closes 
down normal parliamentary 
processes in order to derail 
Brexit. Thirdly, if he remains 
Tory Prime Minister, Johnson 
will almost certainly try to 

use a ‘no-deal Brexit’ to be 
a closer economic, political 
and military alliance between 
Britain and a very right-wing 
US government led by the likes 
of President Trump,Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo and 
foreign policy advisor John 
Bolton.

‘The overriding strategic 
aim of the capitalist class 
and its politicians in all the 
main parties is to prevent the 
election of a left-led Labour 
government free from EU 
single market rules to pursue 
left and radical manifesto 
policies’, Ms Brown told the 
meeting. She urged Labour to 
fight for an immediate General 
Election with a pledge to 
respect the EU referendum 
result and take Britain out of 

the EU on October 31 or at 
the earliest possible time if it 
has not already happened.

Rejecting the ‘hysteria’ 
being whipped up by right-
wing and pro-establishment 
politicians and media against 
a ‘no-deal’ Brexit, Ms Brown 
said a Labour government 
could then seek new 
arrangements with the EU, 
China and other countries. 
‘Only a left-led Labour 
government would seek to 
enhance mutually beneficial 
relations which respect the 
rights of all workers, citizens 
and consumers and enable 
the British, Scottish and Welsh 
governments to use their 
new post-Brexit powers to 
build a productive, sustainable 
and equitable economy’, 

she concluded. Britain’s 
Communists welcomed the 
formation of the broad-based 
‘LeFT’ alliance in favour of 
leaving the EU and fighting 
to transform Brexit into a 
peoples exit that will open the 
path to socialist policies.

The CP Political 
Committee also urged peace 
and labour movement bodies 
to hold meetings and vigils 
against the growing danger of 
a military attack on Iran by 
Western imperialist powers 
led by the US, Britain and 
France.

Communist Party

14 August 2019

Welsh Communists warn of fu-
ture Labour election defeat
Welsh Labour is 

alienating potential 
support in working 

class communities on a scale 
that could contribute to the 
party’s defeat at the next 
General Election, Welsh 
Communists warned at the 
weekend. 

In his report to the Welsh 
Communist Party’s executive 
in the Merthyr Tydfil Labour 
Club, secretary Trevor Jones 
attacked the ‘onward march 
of the ultra-Remainers’ in 
the Labour Party in Wales. 
‘Their unqualified pro-second 
referendum and anti-Brexit 
positions are not preventing 

a loss of support to the 
Liberal Democrats and Plaid 
Cymru, while a susbtantial 
number of pro-Brexit one-
time Labour supporters are 
either switching to the Brexit 
Party or have stopped voting 
altogether’, he declared. 

Mr Jones, a lorry driver 
in Deeside, north-east Wales, 
said that Welsh Labour was 
already paying a heavy price 
for refusing to honour the 
pro-Leave majority in Wales in 
the 2016 EU referendum. ‘Its 
share of the vote was halved in 
the EU parliamentary elections 
in May and plummeted to 
single figures in the Brecon & 

Radnor by-election on August 
1’, he pointed out. 

Welsh Communists 
warned that Labour was in 
danger of losing at least the 
three Westminster seats it 
gained in the last General 
Election to pro-Brexit 
candidates. ‘Participating in the 
anti-Brexit, anti-prorogation 
hysteria of a minority of 
pro-EU fanatics will only risk 
adding to the losses’, Trevor 
Jones insisted. ‘The people of 
Wales desperately need the 
election of a left-led Labour 
government at Westminster 
that is free from EU Single 
Market rules’, he concluded, 

‘especially in order to 
introduce radical policies of 
local procurement, regional 
development and state aid to 
industry’. 

The Welsh CP executive 
also finalised plans to leaflet 
six towns and cities across 
Wales in the Communist 
Party’s ‘day of action’ next 
Saturday, demanding that 
Britain leave the EU on 
October 31 as scheduled..

Communist Party

1 Seprember 2019

STATEMENTS
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The Communist Party 
reiterates its call for 
Britain to leave the 

EU on terms that enable a 
democratic, left response 
to our country’s mounting 
economic and ecological 
crisis. Hence the Party does 
not support any movement in 
the House of Commons or 
the courts to delay or block 
Britain’s exit from the EU or 
to rearrange parliamentary 
business in a way that 
maximises the opportunity for 
Brexit to be sabotaged.

Neither does the 
Communist Party support any 
action that will undermine 
the potential for the people 
of Britain to elect a left-
led Labour government at 
the earliest opportunity.  It 
is vital that, through the 
implementation of the 
left policies expressed in 
Labour’s last General Election 
manifesto, the Westminster 
parliament regains the power 
to enact comprehensive 
public ownership for energy, 
transport and other key 
utilities. The parliaments 
of Britain must be able to 
regenerate regional and 
national economies through 
state aid and national and 
regional investment banks. 
They must have the power to 
legislate for comprehensive 
collective bargaining across all 
workplaces, so that working 
people can drive through 
the changes needed. None 

of this is possible within the 
competition terms of the EU 
Single Market.

A significant majority of 
MPs have rejected all options 
for an EU exit over the past 
three years, including even 
former PM Theresa May’s 
Withdrawal Agreement and 
Political Declaration which 
would have tied Britain to 
many provisions of the EU 
Single Market and Customs 
Union indefinitely. Despite the 
pledge of both main parties in 
the 2017 General Election to 
uphold the 2016 referendum 
decision to take Britain out of 
the EU, they have deliberately 
countered and frustrated the 
democratic decision of the 
people.

PM Boris Johnson’s 
prorogation of the 
Westminster parliament is, 
more than anything else, 
a direct outcome of this 
relentless anti-democratic 
activity. Nevertheless, the 
Communist Party recognises 
that the proroguing of 
parliament risks playing into 
the hands of those who seek 
to create a constitutional 
crisis and who do so in order 
to frustrate the democratic 
mandate of the referendum 
and the last General Election.

However, the Communist 
Party also asserts that the 
prorogation of parliament 
is not the key issue in this 
political crisis of British state-
monopoly capitalism. What 

must be won is the potential 
for a left-led government 
to implement a progressive 
programme unfettered by the 
neoliberal restraints of the EU 
and the machinations of the 
profit-grabbing monopolies 
whose interests it represents.

Therefore, the EU 
referendum decision must 
now be honoured on October 
31 2019, with or without a 
new or revised agreement 
with the EU. The responsibility 
for any disruption caused by 
a ‘No Deal’ exit lies primarily 
with the previous proEU Tory 
administration which failed to 
make adequate preparations 
for any alternative to its 
pro-EU proposals, and with 
MPs who rejected those 
proposals with the intention 
of defeating Brexit altogether.  
At the same time, the left 
must take every advantage of 
the chaos, weaknesses and 
divisions among the Tories and 
their establishment backers. 
The decision to prorogue 
the Westminster parliament 
throws into stark relief the 
chronic and now acute crisis 
of British and EU finance 
capital. It is the historic duty 
of Britain’s left and labour 
movement to seize the 
opportunity offered by this 
fundamental division of the 
ruling class to mobilise in 
every way possible to bring 
down Tory rule.

Up to and following an EU 
exit on October 31, the extra-

parliamentary movement 
for a left and progressive 
alternative to Tory and big 
business rule must be stepped 
up and the conditions created 
for the victory at an early 
General Election of a left-
led Labour government. This 
should include supporting 
demonstrations which call for 
a General Election, ensuring 
that the case is made on them 
for a clean break with the EU.

Prev Next
Only a left-led government 

will make possible a genuinely 
democratic solution to the 
outstanding problems of 
economic stagnation, social 
injustice, Britain’s greenhouse 
gas emissions and threats 
to international peace. Any 
other outcome will represent 
a profound blow to our 
democracy.

Communist Party

30 August 2019

Communists call for Labour 
election victory and ‘clean 
break with EU

STATEMENTS
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Communists urge focus on mili-
tant ‘New Deal’ campaign
‘While Brexit 

understandably 
dominated many 

of the debates at the TUC 
conference, other vital issues 
were neglected to a worrying 
extent’, Andy Bain told the 
Communist Party’s political 
committee on Wednesday 
evening.

He praised the efforts of 
some unions and delegates in 
Brighton this week to focus 
more on austerity, public 
services, manufacturing and 
the urgent need to boost 
investment in technology, 
public transport, housing and 
other aspects of Britain’s 
inadequate infrastructure. 
In particular, the CP trade 
union organiser highlighted 

the TUC’s failure to campaign 
for the ambitious ‘New Deal’ 
package of economic policies 
agreed 12 months ago. ‘The 
renewed commitment to this 
radical project must now be 
backed up with action’, he 
remarked, pointing out that 
workers have shown through 
recent strikes and solidarity 
activities that they can be 
mobilised for a fight-back.

Britain’s Communists 
proposed that the drive 
should begin immediately for 
a massive ‘New Deal’ day of 
action on May 1 - International 
Workers’ Day - next year. In 
the meantime, the CP political 
committee urged unions to 
cooperate closely in pursuit of 
two key New Deal objectives: 

the re-establishment of 
collective bargaining across 
key sectors of the economy, 
along the lines suggested by 
the Institute for Employment 
Rights, and recruitment drives 
in workplaces blighted by low 
pay, precarious employment 
and the super-exploitation of 
young and migrant workers.

On Brexit, Andy Bain 
said that removing a 
‘No Deal’ option from 
the British government’s 
negotiating position also 
removed an incentive for 
EU representatives to take 
legitimate concerns about the 
Single Market ‘backstop’ and a 
huge divorce bill seriously.

Moreover, he criticised 
as ‘absurd’ the notion that a 

Labour government should 
negotiate a new withdrawal 
agreement with the EU and 
then campaign against it in a 
second referendum. ‘If the anti-
Brexit extremists in Labour’s 
ranks get their way, they will 
not only betray the party’s 
pledge to honour the people’s 
votes in June 2016 and 2017 - 
they will also risk driving way 
millions of long-time Labour 
voters while making the party 
a laughing-stock’, Mr Bain 
warned.France.

Communist Party

11 September 2019

Communist parties warn of new 
danger in Middle East
Six Communist and 

workers’ parties have 
issued a joint statement 

in Paris warning against the 
continuing threat of a new war 
in the Middle East. Meeting 
at the Fete de l’Humanite, 
representatives of parties 
from Iran, France, Lebanon, 
Cyprus, Iraq and Britain 
expressed their concern at 
the rising tension between the 
governments of the US and 
Iran. They also condemned 
the ‘economic warfare’ being 
waged against the people of 
Iran as the result of US and 
European Union sanctions and 
pledged solidarity with forces 
in that country struggling for 
democratic and human rights.

‘The sanctions are ruining 
the Iranian economy with high 
inflation, factory closures, mass 
unemployment and scarcity of 
medical supplies, devastating 
the lives of working people’, 
accused Tudeh Party of Iran 

international secretary Navid 
Shomali.

Iraqi CP central committee 
member Salam Ali insisted 
that solidarity with the 
people of Iran against US 
and EU aggression must also 
include solidarity with that 
country’s people against the 
anti-democratic, anti-people 
policies of the clerical regime 
in Tehran.

Vera Polycarpou of the 
Party of Progressive Working 
People of Cyprus (AKEL) 
exposed a new military build-
up of Western military forces 
in the Eastern Mediterranean 
region, including British 
F-35 fighter aircraft that are 
carrying out bombing missions 
in Syria and Iraq from the 
British military base in Akrotiri.

Communist Party of Britain 
general secretary Robert 
Griffiths welcomed President 
Trump’s dismissal of his special 
advisor John Bolton but 

warned that a military strike 
against Iran by US or Israeli 
forces could still happen ‘at 
any moment’. ‘Bolton is an 
inveterate war-monger’, Mr 
Griffiths declared, ‘but his 
sacking does not mean that 
the strategy of domination 
of the greater Middle East 
region by the US and its Israeli 
and Saudi Arabian allies has 
changed’. He also condemned 
Britain’s ‘hijacking’ of an Iranian 
oil tanker in Gibraltar recently, 
carried out on the pretext of 
enforcing EU sanctions but 
really at the behest of the US, 
which he said had stoked up 
the pressure for war. The CP 
of Britain representative led 
speakers in paying tribute to 
the ‘courageous resistance’ 
of the women and trade 
unionists of Iran to their own 
government’s repressive and 
reactionary policies.

The French Communist 
Party’s international secretary 

Lydia Samarbakhsh outlined 
the pre-conditions needed 
for peace with justice in the 
region, notably reinstatement 
of the Iranian nuclear energy 
deal abandoned by President 
Trump, a viable Palestinian 
state with its capital in 
Jerusalem, a halt to the Saudi 
devastation of Yemen and an 
end to the Turkish occupation 
of northern Cyprus and to 
President Erdogan’s repression 
of his country’s Kurdish 
population.

The six parties in Paris 
together with a speaker from 
the Communist Party of India 
urged peace movements 
across the world to protest 
against the resurgent threat of 
US military action against Iran..

Communist Party

16 September 2019



STATEMENTS

Throughout September 
2019 the Young 
Communist League 

is conducting a National 
Recruitment Month.

We are calling on young 
workers and students across 
Britain to join us and join 
the struggle against, austerity, 
imperialism and war – to join 
the struggle for socialism in 
our lifetime.

Over the next 30 days we’ll 
be giving you thirty reasons 
why you should join Britain’s 
communist youth.

We live in dangerous and 
confusing times. Britain and 
the capitalist countries have 
failed to recover from the 
2008 Financial Crisis. The next 
recession is already on the 
horizon. Over the last decade 
the banks, transnational 
companies and privateers 
have increased their profits 
by attacking working class 
living standards and ransacking 
public services.

Over the same period 
the European Union has 
strengthened its control 
over elected governments 
and led the enforcement of 
austerity across the continent. 
What little democracy we 

have in Britain faces a greater 
threat than at any point in 
our lifetimes. Tories subvert 
parliamentary norms to 
desperately cling to power, 
while a hard remain opposition 
is fighting tooth and nail to 
cancel the result of the biggest 
democratic referendum in this 
country’s history.

All the while our planet is 
dying. Capitalism has proven 
itself unable and unwilling 
to prevent irreversible and 
catastrophic climate change. 
Bolsonaro, with the support of 
Trump, lets the Amazon burn 
so agricultural corporations 
can turn a quick profit.

In times like these it 
would be easy to despair. 
But if we, the youth, are 
to have a dignified future, 
a life worth living for – or 
any future at all – we have 
to organise. Capitalist crisis 
demands a socialist solution.

Attacks on working class 
living standards can only 
be reversed by a left-led 
government. A new green 
economy, that provides jobs 
and public services for the 
benefit of all, can only be 
based on public ownership and 
democratic control. Only the 

socialist countries have shown 
real dedication and the way 
forward in tackling climate 
change. These are the changes 
our class and humanity need 
and we need them now.

All of this will be 
impossible however without 
a strong Communist Party 
and YCL in Britain, fighting 
as part of the international 
communist movement. The left 
and trade union movement 
in Britain have always been 
strongest when the communist 
movement has been strongest, 
from the General Strike 
and the Battle of Cable 
Street to the UCS Work In. 
As we approach the Party’s 
Centenary in 2020 you can 
play your part in rebuilding the 
movement in Britain.

Apathy is one of 
capitalism’s biggest tools for 
maintaining power and control. 
People who don’t know there’s 
a fight or aren’t prepared 
to join it are already beat. 
Capitalism can’t be mended. 
We have to end it. Revolution, 
not reform.

The YCL is a democratic 
organisation of young workers 
and students fighting to 
achieve peace and socialism in 

our lifetime. Our challenge to 
Britain’s youth is to join us in 
this struggle.

Live your life with a 
purpose – join the YCL today.

Johnnie Hunter
General Secretary
Young Communist 
League

1 September 2019

Join the Young Communist 
League!
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YCL Statement on Global 
Climate Strikes 
The YCL sends warm 

greetings to the youth 
of Britain, including our 

own members, and the young 
people and workers around 
the world who participated in 
today’s international climate 
strike. The mainstream media 
would have us believe that 
young people in Britain are 
lazy, selfish and uninterested in 
politics. The fact of thousands 
of young people on the streets 
of Britain’s towns and cities 
today should put an end to 
this myth. Today’s protests 
were inspirational both in 
terms of size and energy. They 
clearly show the youth fear for 
the future of the planet and 
humanity. More importantly 
we have seen that Britain and 
the world’s youth won’t drift 
quietly towards climate suicide 
in the interests of big business 
and capitalism.

However this is no time 
for self-congratulation. This 
protest should serve as an 
catalyst, spurring us on to 
greater action and resistance. 
Protests must grow bigger. 
Direct action must be taken 
against the companies which 
are causing climate change 
and the financial institutions 
which are backing them. We 
must remove Boris Johnson’s 
corrupt and inept Tory 

government and put in place 
a left government prepared 
to implement a green and 
clean energy revolution. There 
is no denying the facts any 
longer, the planet is warming. 
Destructive and catastrophic 
weather events are increasing 
in frequency and severity. 
The world stands on a 
tipping point. Unless there is 
fundamental change now, the 
world as we understand it, will 
cease to exist.

We are told that climate 
change is a problem equally 
attributable to everyone, 
everywhere, regardless of 
their class. Ignoring the fact 
that the world’s richest 10% 
account for 50% of fossil fuel 
emissions, while the poorest 
50% produce just 10%. Just 
100 companies have been 
responsible for more than 
70% of the world’s greenhouse 
gas emissions since 1988. This 
crisis has been decades in 
the making and despite years 
of warnings and irrefutable 
evidence, capitalism and 
our ruling class have proven 
themselves unwilling and 
unable to solve it. Time is 
running out. In a few decades 
we may already be too late. 
The story of the human race 
might end, almost as soon as it 
started, here on a planet which 

has been made uninhabitable 
by greed. We call on Britain’s 
youth to build the struggle to 
save the planet in their schools, 
campuses, communities and 
workplaces.

Stand with young people 
across the planet in resisting 
the governments, companies 
and banks responsible for 
destroying the earth. The 
choice we have to make is 

clear – socialism or extinction. 
System change, not climate 
change!.

Executive Committee
Young Communist 
League

20 September 2019

STATEMENTS
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15TH MECYO

One hundred years after 
the murder of Rosa 
Luxemburg and Karl 

Liebknecht the Communist 
Youth Organisations (CYOs) 
of Europe, the forefront of 
the youth, we struggle against 
the intensifying attacks of 
capital and for our rights and 
interests. All over Europe, 
we can observe that the 
dictatorship of capital and the 
monopolies is undoubtedly 
showing its face.

Today, we, as the young 
people of the working class 
and the popular strata, face 
the consequences of the 
anti-people policies that are 
being implemented all over 
Europe. We have become 
a cheap and flexible labour 
force for the large companies, 
without labour – insurance 
and social rights. In order to 

prepare a (future) workforce, 
which is perfectly equipped for 
this prospect, social services 
like childcare or education 
are constantly connected to 
the needs of capitalism. The 
changes of the education 
system in each country, based 
on the guidelines of the 
European Union, reflect this. 
The large companies intervene 
in our fields of studies, 
transforming education into a 
field of profitability, aiming to 
form the cheap and flexible 
labour force that will lead the 
economy of Europe to growth 
with only the few and rich 
profiting.

The ongoing changes 
create the myth that a decent 
and equal life is possible but 
in fact these policies of the 
bourgeois governments try to 
divide us and indoctrinate us 

with their propaganda even 
earlier in life, try to increase 
competition between the 
workers. The class barriers 
appear early in our lives, as 
10.2% of school students in 
the EU drop out of school. 
We study in universities by 
paying tuitions and student 
loans, even in the public 
universities. These politics 
create a situation with a youth 
and working class, which is 
forced to work under poor 
conditions, wandering from 
country to country in order 
to find a job. Today in the EU, 
113 million people, namely 
22.5% of the population, live 
below the official poverty 
threshold. Unemployment 
and precariousness have 
become an inseparable 
part of our lives. The fact 
that 12.5 million young 

people are in occupational 
mobility, neither working nor 
studying, is characteristic. 
Simultaneously aspects of 
health and social support have 
been transformed into fields 
of profit for the monopolies 
and have been commodified 
by capitalism. Due to that, they 
have become in large parts a 
mainly became a privilege for 
those who can afford them.

At the same time, a huge 
amount of money is spent 
on military equipment in the 
framework of the imperialist 
offensive and the intensified 
competitions among the 
capitalist states regarding 
the control of the energy 
resources and the commodity 
and energy transport routes. 
Τhe war climate and the 
military preparations of states 
and imperialist alliances, such 

Folllowing a meeting in Linz Austria, 29 - 30 July 2019, 20 European 
Communist Youth Organisations issued the following declaration.

The Revolution will proclaim: “I was, I am, I shall be!” (R. Luxemburg)
The youth is the future. Future is Socialism.

The Communist Youth Organizations in the forefront of struggle in conflict 
with capital and capitalist exploitation.



as NATO and the EU are 
intensifying. The European 
Defense Fund has again this 
year provided billions of 
euros for the preparation of 
tomorrow’s wars , PESCO and 
the European Intervention 
Initiative are reinforced, so 
that the EU will not be left 
behind in the distribution of 
markets. These developments 
are posing great risks for the 
peoples of Europe, as the 
danger of a more generalized 
war is growing.

In Europe, the EU, as an 
advanced form of capitalist 
interstate integration, an 
imperialist alliance with 
partial conflicting interests 
internally, plays an important 
role also, in enforcing the 

anti-people policies in our 
countries, targeting the youth, 
the working class and the 
popular strata. At the same 
time that the EU has some 
contradictions with the USA, 
they are united against the 
peoples and together they 
promote their imperialist 
plans.

The correlation of forces 
in Europe remains negative 
for the peoples, as was shown 
by the results of the recent 
European parliamentary 
elections. The Communist 
Parties and Communist 
Youth Organizations continue 
to struggle in difficult 
conditions. There is justifiable 
popular discontent against 
the bourgeois parties that 

“traditionally” govern and 
implement the anti-people 
policy. It is a fact that the 
rearrangement of the 
bourgeois parties that the 
European elections brought 
is not in favor of the peoples. 
That is because the discontent 
was mainly directed towards 
parties that have already 
provided credentials to capital. 
The developments prove the 
great responsibilities of the 
European social-democracy, 
which includes the alleged 
“renewed” left, to trap popular 
forces in the illusion of a pro-
people turn inside the EU, in 
some occasions by presenting 
itself as the countervailing 
force against the far-right, using 
it as a “scarecrow”. While in 

concrete reality, even with 
different agenda, the goal is 
the same, intensification of 
capitalist exploitation and the 
fulfillment of the interests of 
the monopolies.

We, the CYOs, continue 
to fight for a radical line of 
recovery and reinforcement 
of the communist and 
workers’ movement all 
over Europe, away from the 
deadly embrace of social-
democracy, the beautification 
of the EU or the illusion of 
fixing it for the benefit of the 
popular interests, while they 
are implementing together 
with the right-wing  and the 
neoliberal the reactionary 
and anti-people measures. The 
people and the youth must 
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give a combative response to 
the racist and fascist forces. 
They must give a response 
to the anti-communism 
and to the attack against 
popular liberties, which are 
intensifying and used as the 
spearhead against the workers’ 
movement.

The struggle of the classes 
is not over. In Europe, militant 
moments will continue to 
break out, like during the 
past months, e.g. the strikes 
in Amazon (in Spain and 
Germany), the mobilizations 
in large workplaces and the 
streets in France and Hungary, 
against precariousness and 
unemployment all over 
Europe, the school student 
mobilizations of hundreds of 
thousands in Italy. All these 
struggles are based on the 
objective ground of the 
sharpened problems of the 
workers and the youth. This 
popular discontent is the fuel 
for our revolutionary theses 
and actions. and it will never 
dry up as long as capitalism 
exists. The communists will 
make sure that it will not go 

to waste.
We fight for the Europe 

of Socialism, the Europe of 
workers’ and people’s rights, 
of social progress, solidarity, 
peace and cooperation. Out 
of the bonds of the imperialist 
alliances, with the peoples 
in every country having the 
power and the wealth they 
produce in their own hands. 
In order to strengthen this 
prospect today, in order to 
strengthen the workers’- 
people’s opposition against 
the capitalist governmental 
policies, in order to rally forces 
in the daily conflict against 
capital, the peoples and the 
youth need strong Communist 
Parties and Communist 
Youth Organizations in 
every country and every 
city, in every workplace, 
university and school, in every 
neighbourhood.

We, the Communist 
Youth Organisations of 
Europe, struggle actively inside 
the workers’ movement 
against unemployment, 
precariousness, insecurity at 
the workplaces. We struggle 

for a real increase of wages, 
for a reduction of the working 
hours and the assurance of 
the contemporary rights 
of the young workers. We 
struggle for a militant student 
movement together for public 
and free education for all 
students.

We struggle for the right 
for free and creative time, for 
the right of access to sports 
and culture. We mobilise 
the youth, organising sports 
or cultural programmes, 
in contrast to the mainly 
expensive and sometimes 
toneless opportunities 
capitalism provides only to 
those who can afford it.

In times of increasing 
homelessness in Europe 
and rising costs for rents, 
we struggle for the right of 
housing. We struggle for the 
possibility of the youth and 
young families to live on their 
own and move out of their 
parents’ homes. We struggle 
for the working class and the 
popular strata to live under 
decent conditions.

We fight against NATO, 
USA, EU, all imperialist forces 
and alliances, against all 
imperialist interventions. We 
have a duty to join our voices 
with the peace movement in 
today’s struggles. We stand by 
the side of the peoples that 
are targeted by the imperialist 
aggressionIn a period 
that the inter-imperialist 
contradictions and the dangers 
of a more generalised war are 
sharpening, capital becomes 
more aggressive against the 
peoples, demanding more 
and more sacrifices for its 
profitability. We strengthen 
the struggle against capital, 
we fight for a society without 
wars, poverty, refugees. We 
are also those who carry the 
responsibility, to confront the 
rising of fascism that spreads 
hate, racism, xenophobia and 
threatens Europe once again.

We struggle for the 
protection of the environment. 
The commercialization 
of the environment, the 
monopoly groups, the pursuit 
of profit of capital are  guilty 
for its destruction. That is 
why the destruction of the 
environment is inscribed into 
the DNA of the capitalist 
mode of production. 

the 
destruction 
of the 
environment 
is inscribed 
into the 
DNA of the 
capitalist 
mode of 
production. 
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The Communist Youth 
Organisations come in conflict 
with the monopoly groups, 
and the EU, which destroy the 
environment for the benefit 
of the business profits.  At 
the same time, we denounce 
the efforts of some sectors 
of capital that have interests  
in the green industry and in 
industrial reconversion, to 
use the youth movements as 
pressure on the governments 
for the defense of their 
interests. These sectors of 
capital pursuit their profit 
and cannot be our ally in the 
struggle for the defense of the 
environment.

The Communist Youth 
Organizations of Europe, we 
strengthen our intervention in 
the worker, student and school 
student movement. We expose 
the character of the politics 
of the bourgeois governments, 
of the EU, and imperialists. We 
show the youth, the working 
class and the popular strata, 
that the only alternative to the 
world we live in is Socialism. 
The overthrow of the USSR 
and the other socialist states 

in Europe, the victory of the 
counter-revolution is only 
temporary. The capitalist 
system, in its last, imperialist 
stage, it rots and dies. Its 
contradictions cannot be 
overcome. The words of Rosa 
Luxemburg are still true a 
century later: 

“You foolish lackeys! 
Your “order” is built on sand. 
Tomorrow the revolution 
will “rise up again, clashing its 
weapons,” and to your horror 
it will proclaim with trumpets 
blazing: I was, I am, I shall be!” 
(Rosa Luxemburg 1919).

SIGNING ORGANISATIONS

Austria
1. Communist Youth of Austria, 
KJÖ

Croatia
2.Young Socialists of the 
Socialist Workers’ Party of 
Croatia

Cyprus
3.United Democratic Youth 
Organisation, EDON

Czech Republic
4. Communist Youth Union, 
KSM

France
5. Movement of Young 
Communists of France

Germany
6. Socialist German Workers 
Youth, SDAJ

Britain
7. Young Communist League of 
Britain

Greece
8. Communist Youth of Greece, 
KNE

Ireland
9. Workers’ Party Youth, WPY

10. Connolly Youth Movement, 
CYM

Italy
11. Front of Communist Youth, 
FGC

Netherlands
12. Communist Youth 
Movement, CJB

Portugal
13. Portuguese Communist 
Youth, JCP

Russia
14. Leninist Communist Youth 
Union of Russian Federation, 
LKSM RF

15. Revolutionary Communist 
Youth League (Bolsheviks), 
RKSMb

Serbia
16. Young Communist League 
of Yugoslavia, SKOJ

Spain
17. Collectives of Young 
Communists, CJC

18. Communist Youth Union of 
Spain, UJCE

19. Communist Youth of 
Catalonia, JCC

Turkey
20. Communist Youth of Turkey, 
TKG
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Since his ascendency to 
Prime Minister of Britain, 
Boris Johnson has time 

and again proven his callous 
attitude to the working people 
and contempt for democracy. 

While one section 
of Britain’s ruling class is 
desperate to remain a key 
part of the neoliberal EU 
bloc, Johnson represents the 
other section seeking closer 
alignment with US capital. 
Johnson’s enthusiasm in 
pursuing a free trade deal with 
Trump which could open the 
NHS to privatisation is clear 
evidence of this. Johnson is 
a representative of Britain’s 
ruling class and their interests. 
He is a puppet of transnational 
companies and banks.

Johnson and the Tory 
Party, whether pro remain 
or pro-leave, are anti-worker 
and anti-democratic to their 
core. Their politics are anti-
worker. Beneath Johnson’s 
bumbling public persona, there 

is a sinister intent and clear 
Thatcherite plan.

With the recent ruling of 
the Supreme Court, pro-
remain right wingers, liberals 
and Blairite opportunists are 
calling for the government 
to step aside and allow 
Parliament to dictate 
negotiations with the EU. 
Don’t be fooled however. 
This isn’t an attempt to 
negotiate a solution. They 
intend to frustrate efforts 
to leave the EU and force 
an anti-democratic second 
referendum. 

Britain’s Communists 
are clear. Brexit and any 
democracy we have in this 
country hang by a thread.

Chaos in Westminster

This Tory-DUP, now 
minority, government is 
crumbling. They should be 
easy to remove. However the 
failure of the Labour Party and 

BENN LUNN explains why Boris Johnson has no legitimacy and must step 
down and calls for a General Election now to implement the mandate of 
the 2016 Brexit Referendum

BORIS OUT: 
G E N E R A L 
ELECTION NOW
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Corbyn to unite, guarantee to 
respect the referendum result 
and advocate a left exit has 
significantly weakened their 
ability to do so.

The Liberal-Democrats, 
under the leadership of Jo 
Swinson remain a Tory-lite 
party. Let it not be forgotten 
Swinson served as Business 
Minister under Cameron’s 
Coalition Government, playing 
her part in enforcing brutal 
austerity. The tactic is clear 
- shout, whatever you think 
is popular, always serving the 
interests of big business.

The SNP and Plaid Cymru, 
both continuing to shift to the 
right, are using the chaos in 
Westminster to suggest the 
best option for the people 
of Wales and Scotland is 
independence. The SNP have 
been happy to enforce Tory 
austerity in Scotland. Their 
belief in independence and 
national sovereignty seem 
to become secondary when 
it comes to the EU. Both 
parties seeking ever closer 
domination by Brussels.

General Election Now

The solution is clear. What 
the country needs is a general 
election. That is the only way 
we can honour the clear 
democratic mandate given in 
the 2016 Brexit referendum.

The Tories’ tainted, DUP 
supported ‘mandate’ is in 

tatters. All key pledges from 
their manifesto have been 
abandoned or defeated. 
The Tory Party have never 
commanded the confidence 
of the majority of people 
in Britain. Their shameless 
capture of government 
demonstrates the sham of 
democracy in Britain.

Britain needs a left-led 
government, in time including 
Communists, to fight for 
improved living conditions, 
higher wages, housing, free 
education and the NHS. 
Labour remain the only party 
capable of removing the Tories 
at the next election. However, 
Labour can expect to suffer 
electoral defeat if they adopt 
an anti-democratic, anti-
working class, pro-remain line.

The only policy which can 
unite working class voters is 
to respect the referendum 
result and to work to achieve 
a deal most favourable to 
working people. This can only 
be delivered with a strong 
Communist Party and a mass 
extra parliamentary shift 
centred on the trade union 
movement.

The fight for a People’s 
Brexit in the general election 
to come is not only key 
to winning that election – 
but also to guaranteeing 
progressive advances from the 
government which follows.

Full Brexit Now

Britain’s Communists are 
clear on the danger of the 
present situation. Democracy 
is in jeopardy. The only answer 
is to deliver a People’s Brexit.

Failure to deliver Brexit 
will set a very dangerous 
precedent under Britain’s 
already crooked system. It will 
open the door to the far right 
and fascist forces to make 
substantial gains. Where UKIP 
had collapsed after the vote in 
2016, the far right Brexit Party 
made significant gains at the 
last election.

The calls for a second 
referendum are an anti-
democratic trap. The central 
premise of the campaign is 
the idea that working class 
people did not know what 
they were voting for or were 
otherwise duped. At its core 
their argument is that Britain’s 
working class is too stupid to 
be trusted with questions of 
national sovereignty or the 
economy. In their view the 
question of leaving the EU 
should never have been posed 
in the first place and certainly 
not entrusted to working 
people.

They deliberately conceal 
the long running abuse of 
referendum processes by 
the EU. Where a referendum 
produces a problematic 
result, the EU will simply 
either re-run the vote or 
ignore it. Just ask the voters 

of Denmark, Ireland, France 
and the Netherlands. If they’re 
successful Britain will just be 
the latest victim.

The anti-working class, 
anti-democratic and anti-
socialist nature of the EU is 
clear as day to anyone who 
wants to see it. Whereas 
delivering a full Brexit and a 
break with the right-wing EU 
would open the space for left-
wing policies and progressive 
change. Cancelling Brexit will 
cement the power of the 
unelected EU Commission 
over the peoples of Britain and 
the rest of Europe for decades 
to come.

Only by breaking with the 
EU can we build an economy 
that works for working people, 
free from neoliberal economic 
policy and complex rules 
on public ownership, state 
aid for industry and public 
procurement which hold us 
back.

Now is the time to build 
the struggle in our schools, 
campuses, communities and 
workplaces. 

For a general election now!

For a People’s Brexit!

Ben Lunn is the 
Secretary of the 
Glasgow Branch of 
the  Young Communist 
League.
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Looking 
to a future free 

of EU control
Communust Party 

members and 
supporters are 

gathering for a key meeting 
of its Anti EU & Popular 
Sovereignty Commission in 
Birmingham on September 28, 
from across England, Scotland 
and Wales.

The commission has been 
meeting regularly for more 
than a decade. Its role is to 
advise the party executive and 
members of developments in 
the European Union, conduct 
research into longterm trends 
and increasingly to mobilise 
CP and Young Communist 
League activists for campaigns 
such as the recent boycott of 
the sham EU elections.

It was the commission 
that called and organised an 
anti-EU week of action early 
September, during which 
members and supporters 
leafleted housing estates and 
public centres and held street 
information stalls. 

Such activity also has the 

function of feeding back the 
views of workers in local 
communities where there are 
strong regional variations and 
their concerns and ideas on 
political developments.

The feedback from that 
week of action was revealing. 
It has become clear, that in the 
labour movement, a united CP 
has become recognised (to 
friends and detractors alike) as 
a principled force in favour of 
a clean-break exit, but based 
on the need for respecting the 
referendum result, a change 
of government, with a plan to 
rebuild Britain for the people.

Among those views were 
many — an important cohort 
— who had voted Remain and 
regretted it as a result of the 
experience of the way the EU 
Commission conducted itself. 

There is also a pressing 
need to create meeting space 
where Remain voters who 
want to respect the outcome 
of the referendum exchange 
with those who voted Leave. 

This group numbers millions 
and some of their number told 
street campaigners: “We just 
need to get on with it now.”

Combined, these could 
be a mighty force for social 
change and for implementing 
measures called for by a left-
led Labour government. 

But CP members on the 
street and at this year’s TUC 
are quick to point out that 
few such measures could be 
implemented if we remain 
within the EU straitjacket. 

It is positive for Labour 
to return to grapple with 
the ideas lost when clause 
four was jettisoned, but 
none of that clause could be 
implemented within EU rules, 
directives, regulations, treaties 
and rulings of the EU Court of 
Justice.

Communists believe that 
the current situation, which 
appears dire, with a Remain 
position of the Labour 
leadership and a Conservative 
Party in tacit alliance with 

the Brexit Party, organising a 
neoliberal exit, can be turned 
around. 

Indeed, the commission 
will be opened by CP general 
secretary Robert Griffiths 
who will speak on “Winning 
the arguments against 

the EU and for popular 
sovereignty.” This will be filmed 
and published on Facebook 
and YouTube.

An important role for 
the commission is to look 
ahead and this of course is 
difficult when there is so much 
pressure to keep Britain in, 
or half in, and to frustrate the 
popular mandate to Leave. 

But for Communists, 
known in the labour 
movement for their attention 
to strategy and longer-term 
thinking, there is equally a 
need to deal with issues from 
the standpoint of when we 
have left the EU.

So there will be a report-
back from the TUC Congress 
and discussion about how 

PHIL KATZ flags a new initiative to build the case for a people’s Brexit
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to change labour movement 
policy towards the EU.

Kristian Carter will lead 
a discussion on the recent 
elevation of controversial 
German ex-minister of 
defence Ursula von der Leyen 
to president-elect of the EU 
Commission. 

Communists are 
concerned at her initial 
speeches calling for a stepping-
up of the arms race and a “buy 
EU” arms policy requiring 
steep rises in military budgets, 
joined later by her creation of 
an appointment to “defend the 
European way of life.” 

This, says, Carter, speaking 
to the Star, “is all the more 
alarming with the EU drive to 
the east in economic policy 
and geopolitics. Eastern non-
EU states, including Serbia, 
Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine, 
should be very concerned at 
this apparent new phase.”

The commission will be 
attended, for the first time, 
by guest speakers from the 
campaign organisation, LeFT 
Leave-FightTransform. 

These will explain the 
growth of the organisation 

and take part in a general 
discussion about how to press 
the case for an exit as part of 
the process of transforming 
society. 

The CP commission 
will discuss ideas such as 
establishing a councillors’ 
network for those on the left 
who oppose the EU and the 
setting up of local networks 
and trade union networks of 
Leave supporters.

Commission convener and 
veteran anti-EU campaigner 
Robert Wilkinson will lead a 
discussion about the impact of 
EU membership on Britain’s 
food and farming. 

“It will,” said Wilkinson, 
“be necessary to look at the 
impact of membership of the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
and the Common Fisheries 
Policy, both of which resulted 
in food mountains, drinks lakes, 
price hikes in essentials as a 
result of high EU tariffs on 
nonEU produced foodstuffs 
and the destruction of fish 
stocks in British waters.

“Communists in rural 
areas and food-related jobs 
are looking positively to 

harnessing an exit from the 
EU that will enable tackling 
monopoly ownership of the 
food and drinks supply chain, 
directing major resources into 
domestic food production, 
especially in the labour-
intensive organic and small 
farming sector. 

 “We shall be working 
to support the extension 
of collective bargaining to 
rural communities and a food 
industry that is crying out for 
job security and wage rises. 

“It’s equally a real 
opportunity to tackle labour 
gangmasters and people-
traffickers, encouraging class 
unity between migrant and 
indigenous workers, united 
by common trades union 
membership and collective 
agreements on wages and 
conditions of employment.”

There will be a discussion 
of how best to explain the 
development of CP policy 
towards the European bosses’ 
club, in the context of next 
year’s party centenary. 

This began with opposition 
to the then European Coal 
and Steel Community, which 

Britain refused to join because 
it involved “supranational 
institutions” and supranational 
authority. 

Communists, unlike any 
other political party in Britain, 
can point to a consistent 
opposition to various 
European capitalist ventures 
under premierships spanning 
Churchill, Eden and Macmillan 
through to Wilson, Heath, 
Callaghan, Thatcher, Blair and 
now Johnson.

The commission is open 
to non-members and activists 
by invite. If you are interested, 
go to facebook.com/CPBritain 
and message us for more 
information.

Phil Katz is the 
Secretary of the 
Communist Party’s 
Eastern District.
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In early June, the streets of 
Hong Kong were shaken 
by protesters rejecting 

a proposed Extradition Bill 
allowing the extradition of 
criminals from the former 
British colony to mainland 
China. The Bill also makes 
provision for Taiwan and 
Macau. Despite the Hong 
Kong government insisting 
that political dissidents would 
be unaffected by this change, 
the measure has ignited public 
anger and ongoing riots.

While the numbers of 
those involved in the protest 
have been exaggerated, 
the fact remains that a 
significant number of people 
in Hong Kong reject the 
implementation of the Bill, 
with many of them taking 
to the streets to voice their 
anger. Hong Kong’s Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam has 
postponed the proposals 
indefinitely, with a strong 
possibility they might withdraw 
the Bill entirely.

The content of this 
Bill has been the subject 
of much disinformation by 
opponents in Hong Kong and 
in the West. Despite being 
described as an exemplary 
open society, Hong Kong only 
has extradition treaties with 
twenty countries. The Bill was 
meant to normalise the legal 
process by which fugitives 

could be returned to the 
regions in which their alleged 
crimes were committed. This 
would have included more 
than a hundred jurisdictions, 
but of course, the campaign 
and hostile media only attack 
China.

The proposed Bill would 
have limited extradition to 
China as follows:

“The crime must have 
been committed within the 
jurisdiction of the requesting 
country, not within the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region.

It must be a crime which 
is also considered an offence 
under Hong Kong law too.

Extradition for overtly 
political or religious reasons is 
expressly prohibited.

There must be no question 
of the crime being a disguise 
for secondary charges related 
to political or religious ‘crimes.’

The minimum sentence 
for the crime must be at least 
seven years, ruling out all but 
the most serious categories.

Those facing extradition 
must have the grounds for 
their deportation investigated 
and confirmed by a Hong 
Kong court. They also have the 
right to appeal.”

The justification for this 
proposal was motivated by 
the outrageous inability to 
extradite a Hong Kong man, 

Chan Tong-kai, to the island 
of Taiwan where he had killed 
his pregnant girlfriend 19-year-
old Poon Hiu-wing. He went 
onto put her body into a 
suitcase and dumped it on the 
outskirts of Taiwan’s capital, 
Taipei. Back in Hong Kong, 
Chan could only be sentenced 
in Hong Kong courts for 
crimes committed within its 
jurisdiction, thus was only was 

charged with illegal money-
laundering and jailed for only 
twenty-nine months.

Of course, demonstrators, 
associated with the “localist” 
independence movement 
do not present this as an 
issue unique to Hong Kong, 
and according to hostile 
commentators overseas, China 
is simply seeking to impose 
a law that would allow it to 

NATHAN JAMES examines in the legacy of British colonialism in Hong Kong 
today, the role of imperialism in stoking this crisis and the path forward for 
a united China

THE POST-COLONIAL 
CONTRADICT IONS 
AT THE HEART OF THE 
HONG KONG PROTESTS



HONG KONG PROTESTS

21

extradite political dissidents 
and automatically convict them 
on the mainland. This was 
exemplified by the protesters’ 
main slogan “No extradition to 
China.” 

On 26 June, these 
nationalist protesters marched 
to the city’s US consulate 
carrying signs pleading: 
“President Trump: Please 
Liberate Hong Kong.” They 
then made similar appeals 
at the consulates of the EU, 
Australia, Canada, Russia 
and to Hong Kong’s former 
colonial occupiers; Britain and 
Japan. 

Predictably, the former 
British Foreign Secretary, 
Jeremy Hunt, said that the 
Sino-British Joint Declaration, 
signed in 1984 and setting out 
the terms for Hong Kong’s 
return to Chinese sovereignty, 
was a legally binding 
agreement “to be honoured 
… and if it isn’t there will be 
serious consequences.” 

In response, Chinese 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said Beijing had 
made “stern representations” 
over the comments, and 
accused Hunt of concealing 

“colonial illusions.” The 
Chinese government are 
right to criticise Hunt over 
his intervention which 
undermines the Joint 
Declaration was blatantly 
using the situation to bolster 
his own failed campaign for 
leadership of the Tory Party 
and Prime Minister.

The problems of Hong 
Kong society that led to 
these protests stem from far 
reached economic and political 
contradictions resulting from 
incomplete decolonisation. 
Over the last 30 years 
Hong Kong has experienced 
deindustrialisation similar 
to that of the UK, US and 
Europe. The combination of 
the rise of neoliberalism and 
capitalist globalization has 
weakened average people’s 
protection against market 
forces. This has culminated in 
low labour costs and relatively 
weak government regulation. 
Much like the US and Western 
Europe, Hong Kong has seen 
its manufacturing industries 
move to Mainland China 
resulting real estate and the 
financial sector have becoming 
the core of its economy.

Since the evaporation of 
Hong Kong’s manufacturing 
industries, the country can no 
longer sustain the state sector 
which has reduced their ability 
to develop technological 
innovations, leaving over 80% 
of the workforce employed in 
the service sector, particularly 
tourism. Real wages have 
dropped compared to inflation, 
causing a rapid accumulation 
of wealth by a small number 
of people, a shrinking ‘middle 
class’ and an increasingly 
depleted grassroots labour 
movement. 

The disintegration of 
neoliberalism and polarization 
of capitalist society today 
were not obvious during 
the Sino-British negotiations 
initiated in the 1980s. If the 
Joint Declaration’s “inherent 
system remains unchanged” 
is interpreted as the system 
of British colonialism being 
maintained over Hong Kong, 
this would include the various 
aspects of the economy 
impeding Hong Kong’s 
development and preventing 
the region from adapting to 
current socioeconomic and 
geopolitical conditions.

The opposing economic 
development between Hong 
Kong and mainland China 
presents the contradiction 
of capitalist society in 
the context of economic 
globalization. This shows the 
lack the initiative to carry out 
a revolutionary overhaul of 
Hong Kong’s post-colonial, 
capitalist economy by following 
the example of socialism in 
mainland China. Without this, 
it is impossible for Hong Kong 
to sustain long-term stability 
and development, while these 
protests will continue to grow 
and inevitably manipulated 
by ultra-radical elements of 
the localist independence 
movement, funded and aided 
by Western imperialist powers, 
intent on destroying socialism 
in China.

Nathan James is a 
member of the South 
Wales Branch of the 
Young Communist 
League.

PRO-DEMOCRACY?: violent protestors have repeatedly called from Trump and the USA 
to intervene militarily in the Special Administrative region of China
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A deadly amalgamation 
of modern imperialism 
and capitalism’s 

constant exploitation of non-
renewable energy sources 
has long threatened humanity. 
The US State Department is 
reported to have removed 
numerous employees warning 
about global warming and 
climate change. This means 
that the prospect of raising 
temperatures and sea levels, 
while inland regions suffer 
drought, and the Amazon 
burning are viewed as 
collateral damage to the 
geopolitics of US imperialism.

Controlling natural 
resources has long been at 
the centre of US imperialist 
policy. This has escalated with 
the Trump administration’s 
exit from the Paris Climate 
Agreement is a clear sign that 
the US aims to control the 
global energy market and keep 
economies dependent on core 
capitalist nations.

When nations attempt to 
produce their own energy 
infrastructure, or dare to 
pivot away from neoliberal 
capitalism, the US threatens to 
grind their economies to a halt 
with economic blockades and 
crippling sanctions. Renewable 
alternatives to the fossil fuel 
industry would negatively this 
dominance over the global 
market. These natural forms 
of energy would be outside 
the control of the US, with 
China taking the lead on the 
renewable energy industry, 
particularly the solar sector.

When the bourgeoisie 
celebrated the dissolution 
of the Soviet Union in 1991 
and promoted the “End of 
History,” promising a new era 
of growth as “the market” 
spread globally. These policies 
of deregulation and mass 
overproduction have led 
to extreme environmental 
degradation. The extraordinary 
rise in rain, tornados and 

flooding this year are the 
consequence of warmer air 
temperature causing a higher 
rate of water evaporation. 
Simultaneously with the 
recent spike in deforestation, 
cut vegetation is burned to 
create cattle ranches and 
monoculture farms, destroying 
large sections of Earth’s 
rainforests. Nobody expected 
them to take this End of 
History quite so literally.

These contradictions have 
coincided with the election 
of Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil, 
who much like other far 
right leaders, Viktor Orbán 
in Hungary, Matteo Salvini 
in Italy, Rodrigo Duterte in 
the Philippines and Trump in 
the US, presented himself as 
the most radical opposition 
to the system, while in fact 
being the mirror image of the 
status quo he claimed to fight 
against. These governments 
gained power through a 
political vacuum left behind by 

the 2008 Recession that the 
far-right has used to promote 
their hatred for the Left, the 
poor, minorities, the LGBTQ 
community and indigenous 
communities.

Consequently, this has 
caused many people to 
become alienated from 
politicians and bourgeois 
democracy. All over the world, 
elections do not effectively 
assure that the people can 
exert their political will 
on the country’s supposed 
representatives. In Brazil, 
there were two parliamentary 
coups against the Workers’ 
Party (PT) by the bourgeoisie 
and assisted by the US. Dilma 
Rousseff was impeached 
in 2016 and then in 2017, 
Lula da Silva was prevented 
from running for president, 
sequestered, and imprisoned.

This repression of socialist 
policies has caused a serious 
social and economic crisis in 
which the capitalist mode of 

NATHAN JAMES condemns the wilful destruction of the environment by 
Brazilian President, Jair Bolsonaro, and indentifies the role of imperialism 
and advanced capitalist countries in precipitating the crisis.

Capital is 
Assaulting 
Nature in 
Brazil
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production no longer ensures 
social progress or the well-
being of the proletariat. Since 
the election of Bolsonaro, 
the rates of unemployment, 
starvation, violence, femicide, 
attacks on historical rights and 
the despair of impoverished 
youth have been rising 
dramatically.

To resolve these 
crises, capital has acted 
predictably by increasing 
rapid accumulation through 
the private appropriation of 
natural resources. This method 
has created industries that 
accumulate massive profits 
from the exploitation of 
nature itself. A company in the 
petroleum industry usually 
accumulate on average 200% 
profit, water can have profits 
reaching 700%, and, electric 
energy from natural sources 
produces profits up to 300% 
respectively; with the last 
energy reserves to be found 
primarily in the southern 
hemisphere, particularly, Latin 
America and Africa. This has 
provoked environmental 
crimes of all types against 

their populations. This was 
exemplified by the Brazilian 
dam disasters in Mariana 
and Brumadinho, the water 
contamination by toxic metal 
waste in Barcarena, and of 
course, the recent Amazon 
fire.

Since the 1990s, the 
Brazilian agrarian sector 
has been dominated by 
transnational corporations 
and financial capital. This 
historical trend in the global 
context points to a decrease 
in average productivity and 
rentability in the production 
of food. The model is focused 
on monocultures of many 
agricultural commodities, 
relying primarily on 
mechanization and agrotoxins, 
the use of genetically modified 
seeds with its patent privately 
owned by corporations and 
of course, the removal of the 
worker from the fields. 

This system of food 
production causes many 
problems by increasing 
social inequality, rising 
unemployment, transferring 
agrarian income to financial 

capital, depopulating huge 
regions, growing diseases 
caused by agrotoxins and 
proliferating environmental 
crimes. Corporations continue 
centralizing control over the 
entire productive sector on 
a global scale and this only 
further escalates the problems. 
For example, the seed market 
was dominated by smaller 
companies around twenty 
years ago, but since this time 
there have been two hundred 
acquisitions and the market 
has been monopolized by four 
companies that control 68% 
of sales, the majority of which 
are of genetically modified 
seeds. As for agrotoxins, four 
companies currently dominate 
around 71% of the market.

In Brazil, exploiting nature 
and labour to increase the 
concentration of wealth, dates 
to the colonial era where 
slave labour was used for four 
hundred years as a means of 
accumulating capital. Since 
then, the right to access to 
land has been denied to the 
working class, indigenous 
peoples, former slaves, and 

landless peasants. 
From the 1960s onwards, 

the country experienced a 
technical modernization of 
agriculture, especially during 
the military dictatorship, 
none of which challenged 
the agrarian structure of 
Brazil. By the 21st Century, 
agribusiness gained strength 
with support from the 
Brazilian state. This has 
resulted in widening inequality 
in rural areas and a decrease 
in the rural population, which 
is now at less than 15% of the 
total population. Neoliberal 
capitalism cannot ward off 
these challenges for long. The 
market has no vision for how 
it can recover or revitalise 
capitalism, and weapons 
such as domestic fascism 
supported by direct imperialist 
intervention cannot save the 
system from itself.

Nathan James is a 
member of the South 
Wales Branch of the 
Young Communist 
League.

CRIMINAL: the number of fires in the Amazon rose by 84% in one year, deliberately raised 
to acceleratedeforestation encouraged by Brazil’s far right caudillo
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One of the aims of 
the YCL and the 
Communist Party 

in Britain is to achieve 
real democracy in Britain 
- the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, in other words, the 
dictatorship of the working 
class, as well as other sections 
of the population who share 
their fundamental interests 
with the working class in 
Britain. 

In the British context, these 
could be agricultural workers, 
self-employed workers and 
small businesspeople who, 
whether here or there they 
own property or employ 
people and therefore can be 
considered small capitalists, 
nevertheless support the right 
to democracy and political 
power of the vast majority of 
the population: the working 
class, not the monopoly 
capitalist class.

This is what we mean by 
Socialist Democracy in Britain.

Socialist Democracy also 
means other democratic 
reforms in Britain that most 
progressive and working 
people can get behind. 

It means the abolition 
of the unelected House of 
Lords where aristocrats 

and landlords influence 
legislation proposed by the 
elected House of Commons. 
It means abolition of the 
Crown monarchy that still 
has the power to reject the 
programme of an elected 
Government, and massive 
influence in the powers that 
be, such as the armed forces. 

It means reform of 
the undemocratic and 
unrepresentative first-past-
the-post voting system. It 
means reform of the ancient 
City of London Government 
of bankers that wields 
considerable power over the 
British state. It means getting 
out of the anti-democratic 
European Union, which not 
only serves the interests 
of the most powerful and 
“cosmopolitan” capitalists 
in Britain and Europe, but 
also includes some of the 
most authoritarian and anti-
democratic governments in 
Europe. 

It means votes for 16-year-
olds who can otherwise get 
married and join the armed 
forces and therefore deserve 
a say in how we run our 
society. It means Progressive 
Federalism, our policy that 
outlines our vision of people-

Socialist 
democracy 
and real 
human rights

ROBIN TALBOT explains what communists mean by socialist democracy 
and why only socialism offers us the chance to achieve real human rights
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powered devolution for 
England, Scotland and Wales, 
as well as regional powers 
and powers for Cornwall, the 
fourth historic British nation.

These policies amongst 
others are outlined in Britain’s 
Road to Socialism, the 
programme of the Communist 
Party, as well as in the political 
resolutions of the YCL’s 49th 
Congress, our last congress of 
members that took place in 
November 2018.

In general, Socialist 
Democracy means that 
political power in this country 
will belong to working people 
throughout Britain and not 
to the ruling capitalist class 
and big business, narrow and 
special interests, lobbyists and 
the media.

While we create this new 
People’s Socialist Democracy, it 

will probably be necessary to 
reform the existing institutions 
and create new ones, for 
example, encourage the re-
establishment of regional and 
local newspapers so that the 
monopoly ownership of the 
print media is defeated and 
ordinary people’s views are 
represented, and increase the 
accountability of the legal and 
criminal justice system to the 
public.

Democracy in the 
Socialist Countries so far

In Britain, it is common 
for people to believe that 
the Communists are against 
democracy and support a 
repressive political system.

Actually, we support a 
genuinely democratic political 
system, as mentioned above. 

There was a relentless 
propaganda campaign carried 
out in the capitalist countries 
to slander and undermine the 
groundbreaking achievements 
of Socialism, the new system, 
and the Communists, who 
were active everywhere 
fighting for real democracy 
and the rights of working 
people against exploitation and 
oppression.

Where there has 
been fascism or capitalist 
dictatorship and repression, 
these are called particular to 
this or that country, where 
millions starve to death 
or suffer unemployment 
or hideous poverty and 
degradation, these are called 
incidental circumstances and 
statistics.

On the other hand, any 
problem that arises under the 

socialist system “is because 
Socialism doesn’t work”. 

Actually, we know that 
this is rubbish, and the 
abovementioned crises, 
the monster of fascism, the 
starvation, unemployment, 
poverty, and degradation 
prevalent in our world are all 
the symptoms of capitalism 
that in the Socialist Countries 
were abolished.

However, in the past, due 
to the particular difficulties 
that Socialist Countries 
faced, there were mistakes in 
creating a new kind of Socialist 
Democracy, people were 
killed and imprisoned and 
political power was abused, 
as has usually happened in the 
creation of a new country or 
society, non-specific to the 
ideology.

Firstly, the context needs 

A BRAVE NEW WORLD: while mistakes and absues were 
made in the construction of the world’s first socialist state; it 

offers essential lessons and a gllimpse of another world



to be understood, and this 
explains the motivation 
behind anti-democratic and 
other trends in the Socialist 
Countries. 

For example, the Soviet 
Union was constructed in a 
climate of civil war between 
the Reds on the side of 
the people and the Whites 
who represented the old 
dictatorship of Tsardom, 
financed by foreign powers, 
invasion by Britain, France, 
Germany and many other 
countries, assassination of 
Communists and other 
politicians, and more. As a 
result, a situation was made 
in which the political power 
of the Communist Party 
had to be absolute and real 
and imagined fears of being 
undermined were in built. 

While the needs of people 
were met and, for the first 
time, working people had 
education, healthcare, housing 
and guaranteed livelihoods, 
the base for genuine People’s 
Socialist Democracy was 
undermined.

Secondly, and perhaps 
more importantly, Socialist 
Democracy and Socialism 
are a young system. It took 
600 years for the capitalist 
system and capitalism as the 
norm to reach this point. For 
several hundred years, there 
were many assassinations, 
murders and wars as kings and 
aristocrats fought for political 
power against merchants and 
the new bourgeoisie, and 
against each other in various 
alliances.

In fact, this competition is 
still going on today, with the 
last most significant conflict 
being WWII, which led to 
systematic extermination of 
millions of people and fascism 
all over Europe - stopped in 
its tracks by the Soviet people 
who fought 4/5 of the German 
army and subsequently 
rescued the people of Europe.

We stand at the point of 
history where our system, 
which we know to be the 
new system that will replace 
capitalism and introduce a 
more humane and peaceful 
society - that perhaps will 
save our existing capitalist 
society from total annihilation, 
environmental, nuclear or 
otherwise - has only been 

attempted in practice for 100 
years and already has massive 
successes as well as problems 
to figure out in time.

In addition, this is the point 
where the capitalist class sees 
the death of their own system 
looming on the horizon and 
therefore lash out at any 
threat, including the real threat 
of Socialism.

In Britain, the Communists 
have to think about how many 
people view our ideas and 
history, especially given the 
fact that Cold War propaganda 
has been stronger in Britain 
than in most countries 
apart from the USA. Most 
people are not aware that 
today many countries have 
important Communist 
Parties, Communist Parties 
in government, Communist 
Parties determining and 
improving the lives of their 
people. Most people would 
be amazed to learn that after 
WWII there was a strong 
possibility that both France 
and Italy would become 
Socialist Countries and, if 
that had happened, how 
long would it have taken for 
the rest of Europe including 
Britain to sweep Socialism into 
government?

Democracy is also used 
as a weapon by the ruling 
capitalist class, the anti-
working class propaganda 
of the media, an excuse for 
protecting its own interests, 
invading other countries, and 
so on. This democracy for 
the rich must be revealed, 
undermined, and subverted, 
so that the case for genuine 
People’s Socialist Democracy 
is made clear.

Real Human Rights

The morality, the aims and 
principles of the Communists 
should not be separate from 
the working class and its 
interests as a whole. This 
means that we do not just 
share the same aims and 
principles of our class. It also 
means we see the long-term 
interests of our class, when 
maybe our class as a whole 
does not. 

We also use our Marxist-
Leninist analysis to understand 
the political struggle against 
capitalist exploitation and for 

political power for our class 
in its historical context, some 
ideas for which have been 
described above. 

“Human rights” has 
become another loaded 
phrase, another weapon in the 
arsenal of the ruling capitalist 
class and its institutions to 
cover up the most anti-
democratic and anti-people 
practices. 

In Britain, the Communists 
stand for Real Human Rights, 
which are not only political, 
legal and economic as 
mentioned above, but also 
social.

The YCL and the 
Communist Party have a 
proud longstanding history of 
fighting for Real Human Rights, 
social rights for young people, 
women, people of colour, 
different nationalities, national 
liberation for oppressed 
people and the colonies of the 
British Empire, and LGBT+ 
people. We supported many 
of these causes “before it was 
cool”.

Communists are explicitly 
against discrimination and 
division of working people 
along sectarian lines, whether 
those be national, religious 
or related to sex, gender or 
disability. All human beings are 
one race, the human race, and 
equal.

Many of our differences 
are cosmetic or incidental. 
Throughout history, especially 
under the capitalist system, 
many of these have been 
construed into “real” and 
“natural” differences, often 
relating to superiority and 
inferiority. Many have become 
ideologies under the capitalist 
system, embedded in our 
consciousness and perception 
of reality, since these are 
endlessly reproduced in media, 
institutions and the rest of 
our social environment - for 
example, the “softness of 
women” and the “hardness 
of men”. These are incorrect, 
unscientific and un-Marxist 
views that make living 
more difficult, narrow and 
misunderstood for all of us.

Robin Talbot is Chair of 
the Young Communist 
League.

In Britain, the 
Communists 
stand for Real 
Human Rights, 
which are not 
only political, 
legal and 
economic as 
mentioned 
above, but 
also social.
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PROSTITUTION

In July 2019 the Huffington 
Post published an article 
written by Antonia Murphy, 

a white woman who speaks of 
having gone to a private school 
in her youth, who describes 
herself as an “ethical pimp.” 
Murphy started her “career” 
after a divorce which left 
her alone to look after her 
daughter and in need of an 
income, and operates in New 

Zealand.
When describing how she 

talks to her child about what 
she does, she says that she 
“explains it in words she can 
understand” by saying that 
“ladies do dress-up and give 
kisses and cuddles to men and 
make lots of money.”

Perhaps a better way to 
describe her career choice is 
“running a brothel,” or even 

MORGAN FINNIE responds to a wealthy business owner who claimed to 
run ‘a feminist brothel’ in New Zealand, where prostitution is legal

THERE IS NO 
SUCH THING 
AS ‘AN 
ETHICAL PIMP’
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better, “mummy exploits young 
women into having sex with 
men they don’t know just so 
they can survive.”

Murphy states that at The 
Bach, they have a service called 
the Girlfriend Experience, 
where the woman is offering 
the opportunity for vaginal and 
oral sex, and kissing, as well as 
“companionship and kindness.”

Apparently, The Bach only 
sells services and a woman’s 
time. Not women, not sex.

She also compares 
prostitution to being a 
therapist or a caregiver, 
however, these professions 
actually help people and are 
productive work, and are 
only exploitative under the 
capitalist system.

Prostitution, however 
you try to dress it up, is a 
misogynist practice under 
any economic system, with 
predominantly women being 
beaten, raped, trafficked and 
killed as a result, either by men 
who use these services or by 
their pimps.

But Murphy claims she is 
an “ethical” pimp who runs 
a “feminist brothel” — she 
doesn’t exploit poor women in 
order to make her money.

First of all, let’s talk a bit 
about the “clients” of The 
Bach. All clients mentioned in 
the article are men who all 
visit the brothel for different 
reasons. However, most 
of the men mentioned are 
cheating on their wives, with 
one man thinking that his sex 
drive is more important than 
remaining loyal to his wife who 
suffers from dementia.

However, the most 
dehumanising description of a 
client is of a man who they call 
“Eric with Autism.”

Eric is a grown man who 
is described as living with 
his parents, and once he has 
saved his disability benefits 
“for weeks” his mother drives 
him to the brothel. To mention 
this client and describe him 
the way she did, whether 
intentionally or not, is to 
perpetrate the ableist myth 
that liberal feminists love to 
mention, that disabled people 
aren’t able to find someone 
to have sex with on their 
own, but they have to pay a 
prostitute in order to have 
sexual experiences.

To regurgitate this 
statement in order to justify 
prostitution is a complete 
disservice to disabled people 
and infantilises them whilst 
arguing that pimps are actually 
doing disabled people and 
poor women a favour.

The women who sell these 
services are all between the 
age of 18 and 45, with many 
having children to care for, 
as well as other jobs. Whilst, 
according to Murphy, some 
of the younger women only 
take bookings about once a 
month and are looking for a 
“sexy adventure,” Murphy is 
happy to announce that: “The 
Bach has employed dozens of 
women, helping many of them 
out of poverty. We easily offer 
the best-paid job available to 
young women in our New 
Zealand town.”

And this is precisely 
the problem. Prostitution is 
inherently exploitative as it 
provides women with a way to 
stay out of poverty, by selling 
themselves to men. Whilst 
struggling to make ends meet, 
these women are still living in 
fear that they will be “outed” 
as prostitutes in their town, 

even though prostitution 
is decriminalised in New 
Zealand.

Activists who scream that 
“sex work is work” ignore the 
implications that engaging in 
prostitution has on women. 
A peer-reviewed study which 
interviewed 854 prostitutes 
showed the exact types of 
violence that these women 
face, and is shown down 
below:

Rape, STIs, unwanted 
pregnancy and violence are 
all threats that women face in 
prostitution, even when the 
country has the Nordic Model 
in place.

Liberal feminists who argue 
that prostitution is productive 
work, which benefits both 
parties involved, are either 
ignorant of other women’s 
experiences or trying to 
backtrack on their argument 
by shouting that we’re 
“confusing trafficking with sex 
work!”

But this study, as well 
as many others, is looking 
at prostitution and our 
arguments are critiquing this 
sexist practice. But because 
these facts do not fit the 
narrative, they are completely 
ignored.

When you look at the 
facts, a very high percentage 
of prostitutes are women and 
children, with three quarters 
being between the ages of 13 
and 25, and over 80 per cent 
of prostitutes being female. To 
argue about women’s agency 
and their right to become sex 
workers is to filter out the 
real sufferers of this barbaric 
practice.

Children don’t have agency 
— they are being sexually 

abused by men in exchange 
for money. Poor women don’t 
have agency as they are forced 
into prostitution in order to 
survive. Most of these women 
don’t have the ability to 
choose their clients — they 
have to take them on in order 
to make money. And once 
they’re in, it is very difficult 
to leave. Facing homelessness 
and violence from their pimps, 
these women feel like they 
have nowhere else to turn.

We should be calling 
Antonia Murphy what she 
really is: a bourgeois white 
woman, who is capitalising on 
the prostitution of working-
class women.

A boss who thinks that 
owning her “business” is more 
important than providing 
these women with jobs which 
involve productive labour 
and are not dehumanising 
in practice. To ignore the 
arguments of feminists for 
decades and paint anyone 
who critiques the prostitution 
industry as a “swerf” is 
misogynist, and it is incredibly 
disheartening that women 
(even some who see their 
politics as left-wing) are 
buying into this myth that 
selling sexual experiences is 
empowering and productive 
labour.

Furthermore, the women 
in the sex trade face the 
highest levels of PTSD, 
alongside women who are 
fleeing domestic violence, 
indigenous people and 
survivors of childhood abuse, 
with between 40-50 per cent 
of such women being affected 
in Australia alone.

Instead of listening to the 
vocal minority who believe 
“sex work is work,” we should 
be listening to the voices of 
the women and girls most at 
risk of being prostituted, and 
those that have survived the 
industry. Because believe me 
when I tell you, they will not 
have time for your individualist 
politics.

Morgan Finnie is the 
Women’s Officer of 
the Glasgow Branch of 
the  Young Communist 
League.
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EU ANTI-COMMUNISM

The “European Day of 
Remembrance for 
Victims of Stalinism and 

Nazism” is yet another piece 
being weaved into the tapestry 
of anti communist propaganda.
The recent period has seen 
an attempt to accelerate 
the revision of history by 
eliminating the role of the 
Soviet Union, her peoples 
and her Communist Party’s 
historic role defeating fascism 
in World War Two. It was 
extraordinary, superhuman 
efforts that laid the ground 
for the rapid industrialisation 
which saw the Nazis 
eradicated. This enabled 
what was a backwards semi-
feudal country prior to the 
revolution to overcome the 
most advanced capitalist army 
of the time. The USSR would 
go on to build on these heroic 

feats by sending the first man 
into space, all within a half 
century.  
While we Communists 
rightly admire the example 
of Soviet socialism left to us; 
today, we can only look with 
horror, as these remarkable 
achievements are distorted. 
The ruling classes of the 
EU-US-NATO powers have 
engaged in the biggest 
propaganda offensive since the 
end of the Cold War.
Their main tactic is to 
shamefully conflate the Soviet 
Socialism with Nazi Fascism. 
This is the ultimate disrespect 
to the 28 million Soviet 
citizens who sacrificed their 
lives during WWII so that we 
might live free from Fascist 
tyranny today. 
The European Union’s has 
given unwavering support to 

EU
ANTI-COMMUNISM

AIDEN O’ROURKE combats the anti-communist hysteria promoted by the 
EU and its hypocritical role in allowing the resurgence of fascism in Europe 
and sponsoring neo-Nazis in Ukraine

&
THE

TOOTHLESS: recently passed new anti-communist measures
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EU & ANTI-COMMUNISM

the Fascist junta in Ukraine. 
Since the Euro-Maidan coup, 
the coup government have 
relied heavily on openly fascist 
paramilitary groups  such as 
the neo-Nazi Azov Battalion. 
The groups have committed 
outrageous pogroms against 
Roma groups and Jews in 
the Ukraine, murdered trade 
unionists and communists. 
They continue to wage their 
war of aggression on the 
People’s Republics of Donetsk 
and Luhansk, terrorising all 
who courageously oppose 
them. The EU-US-NATO have 
openly funded and armed 
these groups.
The hypocrisy of the EU’s 
stance is self evident. That 
the shadowy forces of the 
EU claim to see no difference 
between Communists and 
Fascists speaks volumes in 
itself. Make no mistake, this is a 
deliberate ideological effort to 
denigrate Communism and the 
legacy of the Soviet Union.
In reality no honest person 
can fail to understand the 
difference between those who 
built the concentration camps 
and those who liberated them. 
There can be no comparison 
between he ideology of human 
liberation and genocidal, 
antidemocratic fascism. 
Communists have always been 
at the forefront of the struggle 
against fascism.
The EU’s anti-Communist 
pronouncements take 
particular aim at so called 
Stalinism. 

Stalin, leader of the 
Soviet Union during this 
critical period, was key 
in delivering the victory 
over Fascism. Though his 
legacy is controversial and 
multifaceted,  it was under 
his leadership that the Soviet 
Union developed the material 
conditions which substantially 
raised the living and working 
conditions of working people 
in the USSR. During this 
period the Soviet Union  
asserted each citizen’s absolute 
right to housing, education, 
jobs and the opportunity 
to reach their full potential. 
The Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union earned the full 
support of Soviet workers and 
peasants, who saw in practice 
that the Soviet Union was an 
instrument utterly committed 
to fighting for the international 
proletariat and socialism. 
Undoubtedly some innocent 
people suffered during Stalin’s 
leadership, but to attribute 
each and every instance 
of injustice in the Soviet 
Union to Stalin alone is to 
simplify a very complex state 
of affairs, and to approach 
this historical experience in 
an anti-dialectical and anti-
Marxist manner. The Soviet 
Union, from birth to untimely 
death, was incredibly complex; 
but this was unavoidable, as 
a bastion of working class 
socialism born into the 
struggle of the times. Much 
like its predecessor, the Paris 
Commune, it was an ongoing 

development that had no 
blueprint and was a pioneer 
in the early days of building 
actually existing socialism in 
practice.  
Each day it survived was 
another small victory against 
the ruling classes of the 
capitalist camp, an act of 
defiance. From birth it faced 
unrelenting assault, best 
expressed by Churchill’s 
famous demand to strangle 
Bolshevism in its cradle. In 
all, fourteen countries took 
part in invading it during the 
Russian Civil War, every move 
it took was opposed by global 
capitalism; and so clearly, this 
extremely hostile environment 
forced the fledgling Socialist 
state to devote a great deal 
of its limited time, energy 
and resources to the vital 
necessity of defending itself 
from counter revolution. 
This atmosphere of constant 
assault, siege mentality and at 
times paranoia help to explain 
why, when looking at actions 
taken now, in conditions very 
different from those of the 
time, that sometimes excesses 
and mistakes were made in 
defending the gain of the 
revolution. 
It is unsurprising that an 
over centralisation of power 
and at time abuses of social 
democracy occurred. The 
Soviet Union fought the 
bloodiest civil war in European 
history, the most destructive 
war in world history and was 
then forced to fight an arms 
race with a military bloc with 
six times its own GDP. These 
mistakes were motivated by 
the life and death struggle 
the USSR was engaged in. 
While this doesn’t excuse 
abuses, unjust persecution 
or execution (although 
the numbers are wildly 
exaggerated – the population 
of the USSR grew under Stalin) 
it places them in historical 
context.
As Lenin taught us, as 
communists, we must be 
ruthless in our criticism of 
where we go wrong, so that 
we might learn our lessons 
from our practice, impart this 
into our theory, and move 
forward with redoubled drive 
to take forward the class 
struggle. An honest assessment 
of the Soviet Union and Stalin 

must be made, but in doing so, 
it must be remembered that a 
great many more people were 
liberated and lead lives which 
we in the capitalist societies 
would be grateful for in terms 
of social utilities which were 
free and run for the needs 
of the people and not mere 
profit.  
The European Union is not 
an organisation that can claim 
the moral high ground. The EU 
dictatorially bullies sovereign 
European nations, forcing them 
to bend to what an unelected 
Commission wants to do, all 
the while allowing refugees 
and economic migrants to 
mercilessly drown in EU 
waters. It is building an EU 
army to further its imperialist 
interests; an army which will 
no doubt take inspiration from 
the imperialism of its member 
states who acted against 
international law to wage 
illegal war and rampage on the 
peoples of Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Libya, Syria, Venezuela and 
more in future. 
The European Union would 
try to paint Communism 
alongside Fascism, but the 
EU demonstrates plain for 
all to see with its support of 
Ukraine, with the rise of far 
right forces across Europe in 
part as a result of its policies, 
with the blind eye turned to 
the plight of refugees fleeing 
imperialist interventions; 
that it is not the victims of 
Nazism that it cares about, 
but those who lived under 
Soviet Socialism, who knew 
something which continues to 
terrify imperialists the world 
over…a life of meaning, and 
hope, far better than anything 
the EU can ever offer them. 

Aiden O’Rourke is a 
member of the Glasgow 
Branch of the  Young 
Communist League.
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WOMEN’S LIBERATION

A revolutionary Marxist 
analysis of the roots 
of oppression is the 

necessary starting point 
for those dedicated to the 
cause of women’s liberation. 
Although Marx himself did 
not write widely on the 
oppression of women, his 
work can still be taken as a 
methodological and theoretical 
insight into the nature of 
women’s oppression, and 
provides the class analysis 
so lacking from current 
mainstream feminism; the idea 
it is the essential to capitalism, 
which acts as the oppressor, 
not our sex. 

Marxist feminists have 
coined the term ‘double 
burden’ – i.e. the idea 
women that suffer doubly 
under capitalism, both in the 
workplace and at home. As 
Connolly said, “If the worker 
is the slave of capitalist society, 
then the female worker is the 
slave of that slave.” 

Capitalism depends on, 
and is ultimately supported 
by unpaid, domestic labour; 
a task predominantly carried 
out by women. Domestic 

labour is unique in that it is 
non-traditional, and there is 
no surplus value to be made 
from it. 

Labour power can be 
defined as “the capacity 
to work, which is then 
commodified and sold on 
the labour market for a living 
wage.” To put more simply, 
take the example of a shop 
worker. They go to work, sell 
products, make a profit for the 
company, yet, they will never 
see the majority of this profit.

The profit the worker 
creates for the capitalist – 
through the selling of their 
labour power – is significantly 
higher than what the worker 
receives back in exchange 
for their labour. The amount 
of money generated by the 
worker which the worker 
does not receive is termed 
surplus value. In other words, 
surplus value is the unpaid 
wages of the working classes, 
of the people who create the 
profits for the capitalist classes.

This basic economic 
approach is easy enough 
to follow when we take a 
concrete example such as the 

ZOE MCKEOWN outlines a Marxist approach to domestic labour and the 
double burden faced by working women

THE PATH TO 
W O M E N ’ S 
LIBERATION
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shop worker, but what about a 
more abstract approach, such 
as washing clothes for one’s 
family? In this situation, there is 
no capitalist to demand labour 
power, yet the task is every 
bit as essential as the shop 
worker’s role of selling goods.

This concept of surplus 
value is of particular relevance 
of to the working classes, 
as being excluded from the 
ownership of the means 
of production means they 
are forced to sell their only 
commodity: labour power. 

Marxist feminists also talk 
about the double meaning of 
the theory of reproduction. 
Reproduction consists of two 
key, and distinct processes. 
These will be discussed and 
analysed in turn:

The first being the daily 
maintenance of the ability 
to uphold the labour power 
of the family members who 
contribute to the labour 
market. Put simply, this means 
that the responsibility of 
making sure the workers 
(both male and female) are 
fed, clothed, and rested is 
incumbent completely on 
women. Therefore, capitalism is 
upheld by women, as without 
the physical and emotional 
needs of the workers being 
met, little work would be 
done, meaning no profits for 
the capitalists. 

The second key process of 
reproduction involves the very 
biology of the female class. 
Women are the ones who 
physically bring new life, and 
therefore a new generation 
of workers, into the world. 
Reproduction doesn’t simply 
stop there – it is the additional 
job of women to socialise 
their children, to ensure they 
are the right ‘fit’ for going into 
the world of work. Think of 
when a mother takes their 
young child to a playpark. 
How often do we hear the 
scolding of “Don’t hit! Share 
your toys!” and so on. A good 
worker is a compliant one, and 
it is no coincidence that the 
morals and values instilled in 
children by their mothers is 
what every boss would like to 
see in a potential worker. 

Marxist feminists such 
as Kollontai and Nadezhda 
Krupskaya have written texts 
about the path to women’s 

liberation, and their works 
focus on the traditional, or 
‘nuclear’, family; specifically, 
on the abolition of such a 
concept. Kollontai believed 
the way forward for women 
– besides of course, full 
economic and systemic 
change to communism – was 
through the destruction of 
this traditional family unit. She 
saw the nuclear family as a 
further tool of the capitalist 
classes with which to oppress 
women. She wrote, “Capitalism 
has placed on the shoulders of 
women a crushing burden… 
it makes her a wage worker 
without having lessened 
her duties and cares as a 
housekeeper and a mother.” 

As discussed above, there 
is the additional difficulty with 
the fact that domestic labour 
is completely essential yet is 
non-traditional. Because this 
labour completely maintains 
and contributes to capitalism, 
it should absolutely be 
recognised as ‘real work’ 
and therefore its workers – 
predominantly working-class 
women – should receive a 
wage in exchange for their 
labour. Yet the simple fact is, 
we don’t. we work ten hour 
shifts in the shops, in the 
factories, in the bars and clubs 
and pubs, and we are paid. We 
can discuss and debate Marx’s 
theory of surplus value and 
demand better wages for our 
work, but that doesn’t change 
the fact that once we have 
completed our ten hour ‘paid’ 
shift, we then come home and 
are expected to do a four-
hour shift at home – all for 
free. Because domestic labour 
lacks the ability to regard itself 
as ‘traditional labour’, I would 
contest it lacks the ability to 
be withdrawn in the same way 
as a factory worker can go on 
strike.

It is then for this reason 
that I conclude that capitalism 
is completely dependent on 
the oppression of women, 
and that unpaid domestic 
labour is therefore a tool the 
capitalist classes have to beat 
and keep the working classes 
down. Women are forced into 
a quandary; the ruling classes 
know that no working mother 
will withdraw their domestic 
labour to the point where it 
would have any tangible effect: 

in order to make an impact, 
drastic action would need 
to occur, and since we have 
discussed that one aspect of 
domestic labour involves the 
feeding of the workers – and 
therefore children – we can 
conclude that no mother 
would let her children starve 
in order to make a stand 
against capitalism. 

The ruling classes are 
acutely aware of this and use 
it to their utmost advantage. 
This, again doubly keeps 
women oppressed and keeps 
women silent and complicit 
– again, further proof that 
working women are the best 
tool the ruling classes have 
at their disposal to keep the 
proletariat down. 

It must also be noted that 
working women bear the 
brunt of Tory austerity – from 
the tampon tax, to overpriced 
childcare, to the social murder 
of single mothers suffering 
under the cruelty of universal 
credit. 

Socialism-Communism is 
the only system which can fully 
emancipate every member of 
the working class. Socialism 
offers true emancipation 
for working women – not 
bourgeois feminism which 
threatens to ‘break glass 
ceilings’, but then sticks the 
shards straight in the face of 
low paid and migrant women 
workers. We don’t need more 
female bosses, nor more ‘woke 
feminism’; we need Marxist 
feminism which liberates us all. 
Communism, therefore, is the 
way forward, and it must be 
fought for by working women. 
We need to be at the front 
of the labour movement, and 
use our role as educators 
and caregivers to reform the 
system before we push for full 
revolution. 

As Angela Davis writes, 
“The only significant steps 
towards ending domestic 
slavery have been taken in the 
existing socialist countries. 
Working women therefore 
have a special, vital, and vested 
interest in the struggle for 
socialism.” 

Zoe Keown is a member 
of the Lanarkshire 
Branch of the Young 
Communist League.
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BOOK@BEDTIME

BOOK@bedtime
Das Kapital and Capitalism 
Today, by Robert Griffthsm 
Manifesto Press. £10+ £2 p&p 
from Morning Star online shop, 
morningstaronline.co.uk. 

This second edition of 
Marx’s Das Kapital and 
Capitalism Today by 

Communist Party General 
Secretary Robert Griffiths 
has a number of important 
updates which add significantly 
to the impact of the book.

It’s a gold mine of 
information and, as a previous 
reviewer has noted, it explains 
with great clarity what Marx’s 
seminal work tells us about 
our world today and where 
debate and controversies 
continue.

It deserves to be widely 
read and debated, not only 
throughout the labour 
movement but also by the 
emerging climate change 

Das Kapital and Capitalism 
Today by Robert Griffiths 
Powerful exposition of Marxist 
political economy movement 
and among Marxists of 
different persuasions and 
traditions.

In the first edition, Griffiths 
refrained from offering a 
detailed assessment of the 
performance, strengths and 
weaknesses of the Soviet 
Union’s economy.

This second edition 
maintains this approach but 
does address in a little more 
detail some of the analysis and 
criticisms made following the 
collapse of the USSR.

Similarly, the new edition 
contains more analysis of 
“socialism with Chinese 
characteristics” while 
continuing to resist easy 
conclusions. There is also 
more analysis of the EU and 
the need for communist 
and workers’ parties across 
Europe to campaign to 
repatriate powers from EU 
institutions to democratically 
elected governments at 
central, national, regional and 

local levels.
The most welcome 

addition is new section 
A Green Marx? It draws 
attention to the importance 
Marx and Engels attached 
to environmental issues 
and humanity’s relationship 
with nature but, at a more 
immediate level, Griffiths 
questions whether capitalism 
has the capacity to counteract 
global warming effectively.

It’s a message increasingly 
understood by climate change 
protesters, as their adoption 
of the slogan “System Change, 
Not Climate Change” 
demonstrates.

Marxists of every tradition 
tend to agree that Marxism 
is a science and should be 
reviewed and developed in the 
light of emerging evidence, yet 
much discussion across the 
Marxist left takes place in silos, 
with very little communication 
between them.

There are exceptions, 
such as the debate on the so-
called Temporal Single System 
Interpretation of Marx’s Law 
of Value to which Griffiths 
alludes but these tend to be 
the exceptions rather than the 
rule.

While it is unlikely that 
Marxists of every persuasion 
will agree with every argument 
in this book — his persuasive 
rejection of Tony Cliff ’s 
“state capitalism” theory 
won’t immediately appeal to 
those who venerate Cliff ’s 
contributions to Marxist 
theory — the arguments are 
set out objectively and the 
evidence on which they rely is 
identified.

If this book does no more 
than to encourage debate 
among Marxists of different 
traditions, this could be its 
most significant contribution.

Martin Graham 
is convener of the 
Communist Party’s 
Economic Commission.

MARTIN GRAHAM reviews an exposition of Marxist political economy
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MUSIC

Communism and 
anti-imperialism 
have inspired many 

composers and artists, 
however not many could 
say they were as actively 
involved in their own nation’s 
revolutionary struggle against 
imperialism. Isang Yun (1997-
95) was born in Sancheong 
his father was the poet Yun 
Ki-Hyun, Isang Yun like many 
figures his age, studied in Japan 
and learned his trained as 
composer. 

After the Second World 
War, he travelled back to his 
native Korea to fight against 
the Japanese Imperialists 
and actively defended the 
DPRK in their struggle for 
independence and self-
determination. During the war, 
he was imprisoned by Japanese 
forces and was forced to seek 
amnesty in West Germany. 
While there he actively 
connected to the experimental 
musical landscape of Germany 
at the period, however he 
never abandoned his Korean 
roots. He was a vocal critic 
of the dictatorial regimes 
in South Korea, and was so 
active in his demonstrating 
that South Korean spies had 
kidnapped him and took 
him to Seoul where he was 
tortured brutally. Thankfully, 
due to the activism of leading 
musicians and composers they 
actively petitioned the Korea 
dictatorship to release Isang 
Yun, where he was allowed to 
return to Köln. 

After the incident, he 
never backed down his 
activism, when a concert was 
programmed in South Korea, 
the regime would only allow 
him to return upon ‘confessing 
his guilt and repent’ his actions; 

which is actively refused to 
do. To do this, DPRK actively 
honour his legacy naming 
the experimental ensemble 
after him, as well as producing 
multiple recordings of his 
works. 

Exemplum In Memoriam 
Kwangju is a piece dedicated 
to the victims of the Kwangju 
massacre of 1980. The popular 
uprising in South Korea 
which wanted an end to the 
dictatorial rule was brutally 
supressed and arguably has 
had such a huge impact on any 
native actions against South 
Korean government today. 

The piece, for orchestra, 
is obviously filled with a rage 

and anguish at this decimation 
of popular democracy. The 
brutality of the actions of the 
‘good’ Korean government 
against its own citizens 
mixed with the despair at the 
failure of the revolt give the 
piece a truly unsettling and 
tempestuous sensation. The 
fire and desperation to resolve 
the injustice truly drive the 
piece forward and despite 
being a highly complex musical 
landscape, it is so raw that the 
complexity seem benign. 

The work is phenomenal 
and so highly politicised 
it is no surprise it has not 
seen much performance in 
nations which detest the 

DPRK. However, there is a 
truly remarkable recording 
produced by Naxos in 
collaboration with the DPRK 
State Symphony Orchestra 
which really deserves an active 
listening to. 

Isang Yun’s life was a truly 
wild one, and his politics and 
music were deeply intertwined. 
Very few figures can say they 
match the dedication and 
energy of Isang Yun.

Ben Lunn is Secretary of 
the Glasgow Branch of 
the Young Communist 
League.

BENN LUNN reviews Exemplum In Memoriam Kwangju by Isang Yun

Radical Tunes for 
Revolutionary Moods

PICTURED: composer, Isang Yun, 1917 - 1995
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POETRY CORNER

Through flesh and blood the earth 
is given birth

Clod after clod stone after stone
Certainty after certainty

Through cosmic storms the sky is given 
birth
Serenity after serenity star after star
Vista after Vista

Our strength grows into mountains into 
Constellations
Hunger into fruit-trees tenderness into 
flowers
Freedom into infinity

More and more we merge with all 
Nothing can despoil us

Poetry Corner
The Eyes of Sutyeska
by Vasko Popa

PICTURED: Vasko Popa 1922 - 1991
“

Vasko Popa was a Serbian poet of Romanian 
descent. Born in modern day Romania, Popa 
spent his life between Serbia and Romania 
studying in both Belgrade and Bucharest. His 
poetic life was often concerned with Socialist 
Realism, an artistic form which focuses primarily 
on celebrating socialist life or uplifting the role 
of ordinary folk in contrast to romantic ideas of 
aloof heroes and divinely given gifts.

During the Second World War, Vasko Popa was 
a partisan in Yugoslavia and during the defence 
of his nation was imprisoned in the Bečkerek 
concentration camp, in modern day Serbia. 
Thankfully he survived and was able to produce 
poems all the way through until his death in 
1991. 

The poem ‘The eyes of Sutyeska’ simply depicts 
the heroism of the partisan and antifascist 
fighters who stood their ground against the 
Nazi onslaught during operation ‘Case Black’ 
which was the biggest Axis push against 
Yugoslavia. The battle of Sutyeska was the 
turning point in the Yugoslav National Liberation 

Army’s fight against the Axis powers, however 
the cost was vast and many soldiers who were 
in the neighbouring military hospital were 
murdered by Nazis. 

The poem is mixed with anger, frustration, and 
amazement at the events which the partisans, 
despite being outnumbered, broke through the 
Nazi forces. The heroism of the figures had to 
be honoured and a poet’s best tools are the 
poems themselves. 

Ben Lunn
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Back 2 Basics
Part Six: the State

An important question 
for any Marxist is that 
of the relation of the 

state to society.  What is the 
state and how did it come 
into being?  What role does 
the modern state play in the 
class struggle? Back to Basics 
answers these questions and 
outlines the Marxist view of 
the state in capitalist society.

The first question we must 
tackle regards the origin of 
the state. The modern state 
(government, judiciary, police 
force, army, etc.) appears 
both impartial (at times) 
and ever present. In reality 
it is neither. In early society 
neither the state, nor anything 
fulfilling a similar role, existed. 
The emergence of the state 
appeared at that time at which 
society became divided into 
classes, into oppressors and 
oppressed. It is then that the 
need for a body separated 
from the rest of society, 
apparently impartial, is first felt.

However, the state itself 
develops during the struggle 
between classes which 
necessitates its formation. 
For this reason, the state 
represents the interests of 
the economically dominant 
class, giving this class political 
dominance and enforcing 
its will against that of the 
exploited class. What appears 
as an independent arbitrator 
of the class struggle is in fact 
“a machine for maintaining 
the rule of one class over 
another.” (Lenin, the State) 

The state therefore 
becomes a tool of the 
oppressing class and all of 
its repressive machinery: 

police, army, courts and secret 
service, can be directed against 
the oppressed class. We can 
see this functioning of the 
state in modern capitalist 
society. The state perpetuates 
the property relations upon 
which capitalist society is 
built. Its primary role is to 
defend the ‘rights’ of property. 
The role of politicians in all 
bourgeois parties is to manage 
capitalism, a task which they 
carry out with more or less 
success and it is upon this that 
they are judged.

The foundation of the 
capitalist state is private 
property and anything which 
does not recognise this ‘right’ 
is in conflict with the state. 
Whilst, on the whole, the 
repressive machinery of the 
state is not used explicitly 
against the working class (for 
exceptions,  consider the 
anti-union laws, the use of the 
police and army to break the 
miners’ strike, etc.), its defence 
of private property, of the 
right of the capitalist class to 
own the means of production, 
keeps the working class in the 
position of the oppressed. In 
this way we can characterise 
the modern state, even under 
parliamentary democracy, as 
the dictatorship of capital.

Contrast this with the 
role of the state under 
communism. With the ending 
of class society, the role of 
the state as an organ for the 
repression of one class by 
another is no longer necessary. 
The state, in as much as it 
remains, will be required 
purely for its administrative 
functions. Effectively, the state, 

as it appeared in class society, 
ceases to exist once the 
conditions which led to its 
existence in the first place are 
negated.

However, there must 
be a period of transition 
between the capitalist state 
and communism. To suggest (as 
some anarchists do) that the 
state can simply be dismantled 
and not replaced with anything 
is misleading. In any society 
which immediately follows 
capitalism, many vestiges 
of the previous system will 
remain.  These will include 
the concentration of wealth 
and property in the hands of 
the few. In order to ensure 
the success of socialism and, 
eventually, communism, there 
must be some body capable 
of redistributing this wealth 

to the people and of ensuring 
that it is not used to attack 
socialism from within. For 
this reason, the working 
class must seize the capitalist 
state and make use of it - the 
dictatorship of the proletariat.   

Recommended Reading: 

LENIN:  
• The State    
• The State and Revolution 
• The Proletarian 

Revolution and the 
Renegade Kautsky

• 
ENGELS: The Origin of Family, 
Private Property and the State 

MARX:  The Civil War in 
France

Back2Basics is a regular feature in Challenge, an ongoing series of articles 
of Marxist Concepts made easy.

IMPARTIAL?: the Miners’ Strike of 1984-85 saw 
the full power of every part of the British State 
used to crush the NUM.
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YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 

wing of the Communist Party. 
The YCL has a long and proud 

history in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based 
progressive youth organisations 

that exist today owe their 
existence to the initiatives and 
work of the YCL. The YCL has 

always and continues to play a 
vital role in the struggles for peace, 

against racism and fascism, for 
gender equality, and all other 
popular struggles that involve 
young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the 
address below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to 
Challenge then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 
for Europe, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money 
order). Cheques & P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order 
online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.
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– we’re not owned by oligarchs or 
friends 
of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it.
We’ve ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.
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Community, CWU, FBU, 
GMB, NUM, POA,  
RMT, Ucatt, Unite the Union 
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