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editorial
Dear Comrades

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge.

This edition carries greetings from the YCL to working people everywhere 
(pp.18-19)! May Day truly represents the best traditions of our class 
and our movement. I hope that each and every YCLer, long standing or 
new, answers the EC’s calls to rededicate themselves to the struggle for 
socialism. Better yet – win new comrades to the struggle in 2019!

We must advance the struggle on every front this year. We live in dangerous 
times in Britain and internationally. But crisis for capital is labour’s 
opportunity.

Precarity, alongside a long term decline in Britain, threatens the base of our 
trade union movement (pp.24-25). We must redouble our efforts to smash 
this anti-worker trend in a way that rebuilds our movement (pp.26-27).

The rising environmental movement in Britain has provided much needed 
inspiration of late in the face of a daunting threat to humanity. However 
it also faces profound challenges (pp. 15-16). Without a class analysis and 
socialist alternative it will be consigned to a dead end.

The recent advances of the people Sudan are similarly inspiring (pp.12-
14). However imperialist meddling stands poised to attempt to divert this 
progressive advance. There is no starker warning of this danger than in 
Venezuela where US-EU imperialism remains determined to topple the 
Bolivarian Revolution (pp 22-23). In this trying time we extend our full 
solidarity to the Venezuelan people and our comrades there. We must 
redouble our efforts to build solidarity and support in Britain against 
intervention and coup.

This edition also contains news from Britain’s Communists and the world 
movement, as well and reviews and cultural comment.

In comradeship

Johnnie Hunter

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through 
writing articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t 
hesitate to get in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or 
writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

In this trying 
time we 
extend our 
full solidarity 
to the 
Venezuelan 
people and 
our comrades 
there
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Staff at Donald Trump’s 
Turnberry golf resort have 

claimed he has left them strug-
gling on poverty pay. It was 
revealed by an anonymous 
employee that bosses are 
forcing workers to “bank” 170 
hours in overtime before they 
are paid for it.

This is despite the fact that 
workers are usually not re-
quired during quieter periods, 
making the time many have to 
wait to build up to this target 
very difficult to achieve. The 
result is to effectively push 
the workers’salaries below the 
legal national minimum wage.

Stories such as this are 
reflective of new tactics and 
methods of exploitation by 
bosses and are quickly becom-
ing the norm as precarious, 
low paid, low hours work 
continues to grow.

Unite Hospitality, as a part 
of a wider national campaign, 
are leading the fight to chal-
lenge such dodgy workplace 
practices, with Scottish organ-

iser Bryan Simpson saying that, 
“The treatment of workers 
at one of Scotland’s most 
luxurious resorts is disgraceful 
but not surprising because it’s 
owned by Donald Trump, who 
has a history of not paying 

workers what they’re due.
“However, workers are 

fighting back across the Trump 
estate. Here and in the US, ho-
tel workers are joining unions 
and demanding better wages 
and conditions.”

in the news
Trump bosses target 
overtime pay at 
Turnberry Estate

In a study commissioned by the 
Trades Union Congress (TUC) 

it was revealed that British work-
ers continue to work the longest 
hours compared to other work-
ers in the EU

While this might lead one to 
think that productivity levels in 
Britain are high, the opposite 
is in fact true, with workers in 
countries such as Denmark and 
Germany being more productive 
than their colleagues in Britain 
despite working on average two 
hours less per week. TUC gen-
eral secretary Frances O’Grady 
said, “Britain’s long-hours culture 
is nothing to be proud of. As 
new technology changes our 
economy, the benefits should 
be shared by working people. 
That means shorter hours, more 
time with family and friends and 
decent pay for everyone.”

TUC Study 
finds long 
hours & low 
productivity

PARASITE: Trump’s bosses have squeezed 
workers at the luxury golf resort.
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Retail giant Asda have sought 
to impose new contracts 

upon its staff of over 145,000 
across Britain.

The move comes in light 
of its continued bid to merge 
with Sainsbury’s in a deal 
which at first was presented 
by both parties as being made 
with minimal disruption and 
promises of no jobs losses or 
store closures.

This position has now com-
pletely evaporated in the face 
of Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA) findings 
which suggest that there are 
extensive competitive con-

cerns rising from such a move.
Options the CMA proposed 

were to block the merger or 
to sell off stores, a position 
which Sainsbury’s were only 
too happy to meet by offering 
up 150 stores for closure to 
satisfy the demand.

Asda’s proposed contract 
changes were made with no 
prior consultation with the 
recognised trade union GMB 
in blatant disregard of its part-
nership agreement.

The changes would see the 
slashing  of overtime rates, the 
end of paid breaks and cuts to 
the hours of night-shift work-

ers, potentially costing them 
around £500 a year each.

GMB national officer Gary 
Carter said, “Absolutely noth-
ing has been agreed with GMB 
and we will fight any imposi-
tion of these contracts on our 
members. Asda is performing 
well and is highly profitable 
because of the hard work of 
our members, who are the 
backbone of the company.

”We expect Asda to enter 
negotiations with a commit-
ment to improving terms 
and conditions for the whole 
workforce.”

Attack on 
Asda worker’s 
conditions in 
Sainsbury’s 
merger talks

The anniversary of the 
assassination of Chris 

Hani was recently marked by 
South African communists 
and trade unionists.

Hani, a popular figure 
among radical anti-apartheid 
youth, was General Secre-
tary of the South African 
Communist Party (SACP) 
and Chief of Staff of uMk-
honto we Sizwe, the armed 
wing of the African National 
Congress (ANC).

Comrade Hani played 
a crucial role keeping the 
peace during negotiations 
with the apartheid regime. 
His killing by pro-apartheid 
whites sparked riots, but 
also spurred both sides in 
the negotiations to action, 
leading to the first demo-
cratic elections.

On 27 April 1994, all citi-
zens were allowed to vote 
for the first time and the 
ANC, with the support of 
the Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions (COSATU) 
and the SACP (the Tripartite 
Alliance), overwhelmingly 
won.

At the time of Hani’s 
death, Nelson Mandela said, 
“The cold-blooded murder 
of Chris Hani has sent shock 
waves throughout the coun-
try and the world…Now 
is the time for all South 
Africans to stand together 
against those who, from any 
quarter, wish to destroy 
what Chris Hani gave his life 
for – the freedom of all of 
us.”

In remembering Comrade 
Hani, COSATU challenged 
today’s ANC leaders to “not 
only quote Comrade Chris 
Hani but emulate him by 
subjecting themselves to 
organisational discipline.”

At its January congress, 
the SACP decided to con-
tinue to support the ANC 
in elections on May 8 on 
the condition that it “move 
South Africa’s democratic 
revolution to a more radical 
phase.”

The appearance of Jeremy 
Corbyn cut outs being 

used for shooting practice by 
British Army soldiers in Af-
ghanistan featured prominently 
in the media briefly and was 
then quickly brushed aside.

While the actions of these 
individuals are shocking, what 
is clear is that the influence of 
right wing ideology upon the 
armed forces is strong.

This is far from being an 
isolated event; it is in fact rep-
resentative of the widespread 
attitude of many in the armed 

forces. We need only recall 
comments made previously by 
Army officers that alluded to 
a possible intervention in the 

event of the election of a Cor-
byn led Labour government.

It is crucial that argu-
ments in favour of a left wing 
programme in the interests of 
the working class and popular 
strata are publicised and that 
we build a mass movement 
capable of winning an defend-
ing a left led government. The 
importance of this is under-
scored by this stunt and the 
resistance it indicates such 
policies are likely to provoke 
from the ruling class and the 
state.

South Africa: 
Chris Hani 26 
years on

A very British coup . . . 
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Talks between Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea 

(DPRK) leader Kim Jong Un 
and US President Donald 
Trump, hosted by Vietnam in 
Hanoi, collapsed almost im-
mediately last month.

The US cited Korean de-
mands for a complete lifting 
of sanctions. Reports indicate 
however that the DPRK’s 
refusing to decommission its 
nuclear program according to 
US demands on timescale and 
supervision.

The tragic events in Libya 
and Syria within our lifetimes 
clearly explain the reluctance 
to accede to US demands in 
the absence of guarantees of 
respect for sovereignty.

Ultimately the DPRK seeks 
removal of all sanctions, the 
withdrawal of US nuclear 

weapons and troops from the 
Korean Peninsula as a precur-
sor to peace and further steps 
towards reunification.

The US and Trump admin-
istration have once more re-
vealed their duplicity and lack 
of faith in the negotiations.

Meanwhile and in the face 
of increasing US pressure, the 
DPRK and Seoul have contin-
ued to engage on increasing 
peaceful cooperation, to a 
extent sidling US attempts to 
meddle, much to the frustra-
tion of Trump and Pompeo.

US frustrates peace 
talks with DPRK

A recent poll conducted by the 
Levada Center has found 

that a record 70% of Russians 
approve of Joseph Stalin’s role in 
Russian history.

The Bolshevik leader and Gen-
eral Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Soviet Union presided 
over turbulent and epoch making 
changes across the Soviet Union 
and the later People’s Democ-
racies in the wake of Lenin’s 
untimely death.

Stalin’s legacy is undoubtedly 
controversial, but what is clear is 
that his role in leading the Soviet 
Union and the Allies to victory 
over Fascism - near impossible 
were it not for the rapid indus-
trialisation and expansion of the 
young Soviet economy under his 
leadership - continues to have a 
lasting impact on the world as 
we know it.

Academy of Sciences soci-
ologist Leonty Byzov said that 
“Stalin begins to be perceived as 
a symbol of justice and an alter-
native to the current govern-
ment, deemed unfair, cruel and 
not caring about people.”

Study 
finds 70% 
approval 
rating for 
Uncle Joe 
as support 
for Putin 
dwindles

WARMONGER: Trump and the US military has 
chosen to favour continued tension in Korea

Against a backdrop of hu-
miliating losses for Turkish 

President Erdogan, which saw 
his ruling Justice and Develop-
ment Party (AKP) party lose 
in Ankara and Istanbul, the 
recent elections in Turkey pro-
vided the welcome election of 
Mehmet Fatih Macoglu as the 
mayor of Dersim.

After finally being allowed 
to take up office, initially 
prevented on alleged security 
grounds, one of the first acts 
of the Communist Party of 
Turkey (TKP) mayor was to 
reveal the debt wracked up 
by the previous pro-Erdogan 
administration.

Macoglu won with 32.7 per 
cent of the vote, becoming the 
first communist mayor of a 
municipality in Turkey, where 
he is popular for his progres-
sive policies which range from 
the establishment of com-

munes to making all public 
transport free.

In yet another demonstra-
tion of the communist mental-
ity, he recommended that 

rather than commemorate his 
victory with flowers and gifts, 
people should instead donate 
to a local centre for the treat-
ment of street animals.

Communist Mayor 
for Dersim, Turkey

MAN OF THE PEOPLE: Mehmet Faith Macoglu 
won on a vote of popular socialist policies
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On the Anniversary of 
the Bay of Pigs invasion, 

the Cuban people and their 
government once more reas-
serted their determination 
to resist the meddling of US 
imperialism.

The US has sought to esca-
late the economic blockade 
that has unjustly targeted the 
country for almost 60 years, 
and which has robbed the Cu-
ban economy of an estimated 
$753 billion dollars since the 
start of the blockade.

The ramp up of attacks on 
Cuba represents a unilateral 
attempt by the US to punish 

Cuba for her proud interna-
tionalist record.

Cuba provides support, not 
just the efforts of the Boli-
varian Revolution, which is 
delivering meaningful gains for 
the working class of Venezuela, 
but the efforts to build a new 
and better way of life for all 
peoples through her continued 
use of solidarity brigades.

These provide doctor and 
teacher volunteers who have 
greatly helped to combat il-
literacy, health problems and 
poverty worldwide. 

At the recent 21st Congress 
of the Workers’ Central Union 

of Cuba (CTC), as the Cu-
ban Revolution continues to 
celebrate its 60th anniversary, 
CTC general secretary Ulises 
Guilarte opened the congress 
by calling for greater involve-
ment in building economic 
prosperity in the face of the 
blockade.

Ulises called for the annual 
May Day parade in Havana 
to be used as a rallying point 
for workers to stand against 
the “criminal acts” of the US 
against Cuba and Venezuela.

Cuba: 
Internationalism 
vs Imperialism

The Venezuelan people, 
under the leadership of 

the United Socialist Party of 
Venezuela (PSUV) and Com-
munist Party of Venezuela 
(PCV), have rejected the US 
led coup against the Bolivar-
ian Revolution.

In the face of continued 
acts of sabotage on the 
country’s electrical grid, and 
repeated attempts to disrupt 
the lives of ordinary work-
ing class people, workers 
continue to turn out in their 
thousands in support of 
President Maduro at mass 
rallies, and in opposition to 
US puppet Juan Guaido.

Guaido was recently 
forced to swiftly flee by 
indignant local workers 
when he attempted to visit 
a working class neighbour-
hood in Caracas.

Despite the continued 
meddling of imperialist 
powers in Venezuelan affairs, 
the masses have shown 
their continued belief in the 
Bolivarian Revolution, over 
2 million civilians organised 
in popular civil defence units 
have pledged themselves to 
aid the military in defending 
the country against imperial-
ist aggression.

For the moment, as with 
the coup attempt against 
Chavez in 2002, it looks 
increasingly clear that the 
Venezuelan people are vic-
tors once more.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has called on Communist 

Party officials to increase their 
efforts to combat poverty and 
build a prosperous society 
during his recent tour of the 
country.

Stressing the need for com-
munists to be on the front 
line in fighting poverty. Xi said 
that basic indicators for the 
alleviation of poverty by 2020 
were that poor people in 
China were not worried about 
being able to provide food and 
clothing for their families and 
have access to compulsory 

education, healthcare and safe 
housing.

In addition, Xi made further 
calls to strengthen cultural 
confidence, suggesting that art 

and culture must serve the 
people. Xi went on to ask that 
Chinese youth study the May 
4th movement, and use it to 
inspire them to build socialism 
with Chinese characteristics.

The May 4th Movement was 
an anti-imperialist, cultural, and 
political movement launched in 
1919 by students as a patriotic 
and revolutionary campaign in 
protest at the weakness of the 
Chinese government.

Its centenary will be com-
memorated in celebrations 
across the People’s Republic 
this month.

Venezuela 
continues to 
face down 
US meddling

Rallying China’s Party

IN THE FOOT STEPS OF CHE: since the revolution Cuba has forged 
ahead in humanitarian contribution in the face of US aggression
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Dear Comrades
This first meeting of 

the Central Committee 
meets in turbulent times both 
in Britain and internationally. 
Much hangs in the balance. 
The struggles that we and 
our comrades around the 
world are engaged in now may 
in large part determine the 
trajectory and the success of 
the struggle for socialism for 
the next decade or more to 
come. 

Imperialism, as an 
outmoded and decaying 
system, gives rise to constant 
crisis and turmoil. In the 
struggles which result social 
democratic, right wing and 
opportunistic forces present 
working people with false 
paths and dead ends for 
progressive struggles. 

It is in this context and in 
times like these that the clear, 
consistent and revolutionary 
analysis of the Communists 
must come to the fore. We 
must provide young workers 
and students with a clear 
explanation of Britain’s Road 
to Socialism and how it can be 
won in the struggles of today. 

Since the referendum was 
announced on 20 February 
2016 it has remained the most 
important political struggle for 
our class.

Achieving Brexit on terms 
most favourable to working 
people, a People’s Brexit, 
would open up new avenues 
in the struggle for socialism in 
Britain and potentially abroad.

In the first instance 
departure from the European 
Union would free Britain from 
EU rules on public ownership, 
state aid for industry and 

public procurement. These 
rules of the common market 
have hamstrung the British 
economy for decades, 
writing into law neoliberal 
economics and privatisation. 
Britain could engage in a 
programme of nationalisation 
of key public services 
including, rail, energy, water 
and telecommunications. We 
could initiated a programme 
of state investment in industry 
to rebuild Britain’s decimated 
productive economy. Both 
these efforts would enable 
the creation of a bold 
nationwide apprenticeship 
programme putting hundreds 
of thousands of young people 
into apprenticeships and 
meaningful work  - tackling 
head on the scourge of youth 
unemployment. This radical 
economic programme would 
be impossible under current 
EU rules.

For the peoples of Europe, 
Brexit could stand to be 
the first mortal blow to the 
imperialist bloc. It should 
be common knowledge that  
the policies of the unelected 
European Commission, 
enforced through the EU, 
have caused untold misery to 
millions of workers across the 
bloc. This is particularly true 
for the peoples of Portugal, 
Ireland, Greece and Spain – 
mockingly labelled the PIGS 
by admirers of the EU – who 
had anti-democratic budgets 
foisted on them by unelected 
commissioners. Budgets which 
ringfenced military spending 
and interest payments to 
British, German and French 
banks while cutting jobs, pay, 
pensions, and essential public 

services.
Journalists and political 

figures in this country and 
abroad argue that Brexit 
is solely motivated by anti-
immigrant sentiment and 
xenophobia. We would 
respond that if you want to 
see a truly racists immigration 
policy – look no further than 
Brussels! Brussels which 
allows tens of thousands to 
drown in the Mediterranean. 
Brussels which explicitly 
discriminates against 
immigration from majority 
non-white third countries. 

Some even have the 
audacity to claim that the 
European Union is a bulwark 
against the far-right and 
populism! Totally ignoring 

that fact that it is the policies 
promoted and enforced 
by the EU leading to mass 
unemployment, poverty and 
disillusionment which have 
breathed new life into the far 
right and fascist movements 
across Europe. In Britain 
we have seen the support 
for UKIP totally collapse 
following a Leave vote in the 
referendum. Only by breaking 
with the EU can we have an 
immigration policy based on 
humanitarian ideals.

These same individuals 
would similarly extol the 
European Union as an 
upholder of peace on the 
continent. Again this ignores 
not only the history but also 
the clearly defined trajectory 

BREXIT TO WIN;
A WORLD TO SAVE
The political report delivered by JOHNNIE HUNTER, General Secretary of 
the Young Communist League, to the first meeting of the League’s new 
Central Committee at the Marx Memorial Library on 20 April 2019
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of the integration project. 
The chief individual imperialist 
powers of the European 
Union, Britain, France and 
Germany continue to major 
aggressors on a world scale. 
The European Union played 
a key role in coordinating the 
interventions in Libya and 
Syria. Just recently was the 
20th Anniversary of the NATO 
bombing of Yugoslavia, a violent 
and unprovoked act. The EU’s 
‘ever closer union’ includes the 
creation of an EU army which 
will be closely intertwined 
with NATO. Since the Brexit 
vote increasingly bold steps 
are being taken by the EU 
bureaucracy to achieve this. 
The two organisations have 
22 members in common. The 
EU facilitates and promotes 
the interests of European 
arms manufacturers and their 
sales of advanced weaponry to 
dictatorships around the world 
such as Saudi Arabia and Qatar.

The blows which could 
be struck for the defence 
and advancing of democratic 
rights in Britain are the chief 
reason why a People’s Brexit is 
essential. The EU is by its very 
nature an anti-democratic and 
pro-capital. The purpose of the 
European Union is to subvert 
and circumvent national 
parliaments. To undermine and 
restrict the democratic ability 
of nation states to advance 
in a progressive direction. 
To confine and constrict 
national economies within 
the neoliberal framework. 
Any progressive economic 
programme within the 
confines of the European 
Union, its single market 
and the dictatorship of the 
European Commission. Not 
only would a People’s Brexit 
lay the basis for a radical 
economic programme. By 
removing the control of 
the EU, the class nature of 
British state would be laid 
bare. No longer would British 
governments be able to lay 
blame for anti-worker policies 
(falsely or otherwise) on EU 
obligations. The struggle for 
progressive policies and the 
class contradiction at the heart 
of British society would once 
again be back at the forefront 
of popular consciousness.

However we face a crucial 
juncture in the fight for a 

“Achieving Brexit 
on terms most 
favourable to 
working people, 
a People’s Brexit, 
would open up 
new avenues in 
the struggle for 
socialism”

“Only by 
breaking with the 
EU can we have 
an immigration 
policy based on 
humanitarian 
ideals”

“we face a 
crucial juncture 
... Right wing 
and social 
democratic 
forces are 
coalescing in 
an attempt to 
frustrate the 
Brexit vote”
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People’s Brexit. Right wing 
and social democratic forces 
are coalescing in an attempt 
to frustrate the Brexit vote. It 
shouldn’t be forgotten or the 
fact concede that the Brexit 
vote was part of the largest 
democratic expression in the 
history of Britain. Democrats 
and socialists cannot lose 
their nerve at this eleventh 
hour. The only way that we 
can respect the result of the 
Brexit vote is to secure a 
People’s Brexit and a genuine 
break with the European 
Union. False arguments are 
made by those pressing for 
a so-called People’s Vote as a 
means of subverting the Brexit 
vote. This would not simply 
be a further referendum on 
the same terms as the first. It 
would be part and parcel of 
the EU’s historic use of repeat 
referenda in order to frustrate 
democratic decisions which 
stand in the way of further 
development of the imperialist 
bloc.

The dangers of failing to 
implement for the vote are 
serious and many. First and 
foremost we have already seen 
the scope for the resurgence 
of the far right is already 
manifest. Nigel Farage’s Brexit 
Party is polling high. Unless 
the Left leads the fight for a 
People’s Brexit forces of the 
right will capitalise on this 
failure. 

In this context the 
Party will advocate a 
People’s Boycott at the May 
European Elections if Britain 
is forced to hold them 
by the institutions of the 
European Union. It is worth 
noting that the European 
Parliament is a parliament 
in name only. In reality is a 
cloak for the dictatorship of 
the unelected Commission 
and big business. Holding the 
election has been presented 
a bureaucratic inconvenience 
and an annoyance. But it 
belies a much more sinister 
plot. A strong turnout at the 
European Elections would be 
presented as an endorsement 
of remaining within the 
neoliberal bosses club. Britain’s 
continued involvement in the 
institutions of the bloc, months 
after we were supposed leave, 
cements the basis for our 
continued involvement in the 

bloc.
The young communists 

call on workers and students 
to reject this assault on 
democracy. Reject and boycott 
the European elections! Join 
the fight for a People’s Brexit.

Climate protests
One of the few issues 

which has managed to break 
Brexit’s stranglehold on 
political discussion has been 
widespread public recognition 
of the climate crisis.

2018 and 2019 have seen 
some of the most destructive 
and unpredictable weather and 
climate events in generations. 
Across the world new 
temperature records were 
set this summer. Capitalist 
industrialisation is warming the 
planet. This is beyond dispute.

These events herald 
the potential onset of an 
irrevocable change in the 
Earth’s climate which could 
spell the end of humanity. This 
crisis has been decades in 
the making and despite years 
of warnings and irrefutable 
evidence, capitalism and the 
international ruling class have 
proven themselves unwilling 
and unable to solve it.

While there is money 
to be made in burning 
fossil fuels and while the 
massive monopolies which 
profit from it control our 
political establishment this 
is unsurprising. We are told 
that climate change is a 
problem equally attributable 
to everyone everywhere 
regardless of their class. 
Ignoring the fact that the 
world’s richest 10% account 
for 50% of fossil fuel 
emissions, while the poorest 
50% produce just 10%. Just 
100 companies have been 
responsible for more than 70% 
of the world’s greenhouse gas 
emissions since 1988.

Time is running out. In a 
few decades we may already 
be too late. The story of the 
human race might end, almost 
as soon as it started, here on 
a planet which has been made 
uninhabitable by greed.

But the Communists 
argue that it doesn’t have 
to end like this. Britain’s 
Communists and the socialist 
countries have offered radical 
solutions to save our planet, 
the cradle of humanity. Cuba 

is ranked world number 1 for 
sustainable development by 
the World Wildlife Federation. 
China is reorientating itself as 
the world’s biggest economy 
towards renewable energy, 
building two new windfarms 
every hour along with the 
biggest solar farms in the 
world.

This crisis was created by 
capitalist greed but it can be 
solved by human cooperation. 
The choice we have to make is 
socialism or extinction.

We acknowledge and 
salute the leading role being 
played by the youth in this 
struggle. In this week alone 
London, the capital of the 
country has been brought 
to a standstill. The youth of 
Britain have demonstrated 
once again that they are and 
always will be at the forefront 
of the struggle. The struggle 
to prevent irreversible climate 
change is perhaps the gravest 
struggle we have faced to date. 
It goes hand in hand with the 
struggle for socialism and the 
fight to break the dictatorship 
of the big business.

So comrades, we face a 
critical juncture in the struggle. 
Democracy and the potential 
for a left advance hangs in the 
balance. All socialists, trade 
unionists and democrats 
must rally around the call for 
a People’s Brexit. The fate of 
the planet and the continued 
existence of the human race 
stands to be determine.

But in this perilous context 
the YCL fully endorses 
that Party’s analysis that 
imperialism’s current crisis 
truly is the labour movement’s 
opportunity. 

The conditions are ripe. 
We have to seize this chance 
to rapidly build and grow the 
organisation. 

The message is clear:
Fight for a People’s Brexit.
Secure a left led 

government.
Build the YCL and the 

Communist Party.

Johnnie Hunter is General 
Secretary of the Young 
Communist League

“Democracy 
and the 
potential for a 
left advance 
hangs in the 
balance. All 
socialists, 
trade 
unionists and 
democrats 
must rally for 
a People’s 
Brexit”
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Edale holds a special place 
in the history of the 
League being at the foot 

of Kinder Scout – site of the 
historic YCL led mass trespass 
of 1932. This was a turning 
point in campaigning by 
working people in Britain, led 
by Communists such as YCL 
legend Benny Rothman, to win 
access to the countryside for 
recreation and leisure.

Our Summer Camp carries 
on that tradition in 2019 giving 
young workers from across 
Britain the opportunity to 
come together for political 
education and to socialise and 
enjoy our natural heritage.                                                      

                                           

This year’s Summer 
Camp promises to be 
the best yet, building on 

successful and growing annual 
Camps 2014 – 2018.

The Camp will be held 
from the afternoon of Friday 
9 until Sunday afternoon 11 
August 2018.

As ever the Summer Camp 
is open to all members and 

friends of the YCL and the 
Communist Party (including 
non-members). The YCL will 
once again be returning in 
force to Edale in the heart of 
England, which hosted Camps 
in 2014 and 2018.  

               The Camp 
is being hosted in the 
picturesque village of Edale 
next to the Kinder Scout 
National Nature Reserve – 
scene of the historic mass 
trespass.

The full 2019 timetable 
and activities will be published 
shortly. The Camp is set to 
feature plenty of outdoor 
recreation, a hike up Kinder 
Scout, film showings and 
socialising as well as lots 
of political discussion and 
education.

No glamping for Britain’s 
Communist youth, the Camp 
will be under canvas but we 
have arranged a comfortable 
indoor setting for all meals, 
classes and socials (the British 
summer giving no guarantees!).

Transport shouldn’t be a 

problem, the Campsite is only 
a stone’s throw from Edale 
train station. Edale is only half 
an hour from Sheffield, 1 hour 
from Manchester, 2 hours 
from Birmingham and 3 hours 
from London on regular trains. 
Contact your YCL branch to 
see about travelling as a group.

The Camp will cost £20 
(unwaged) or £40 (waged) and 
this all inclusive with full board.

We have tried to make the 
Camp as cheap as possible but 
please get in contact if cost 
looks like an issue for you.

Comrades are encouraged 
to stay both nights, however 
if circumstances mean you 
can’t make it till Saturday 
morning or would rather 
leave a bit earlier we have 
made arrangements to allow 
flexibility.

• The full timetable and 
more information will be 
published shortly. 

• To book online 
please go to www.ycl.

org.uk/2019/04/03/
communist-summer-
camp-2019/ or contact 
office@ycl.org.uk for 
more information 

• The year’s Camp is 
shaping up to be the best 
yet so make sure you are 
there and part of a new 
YCL tradition! 

• Places are limited – so 
book now to avoid 
disappointment!

The YCL is excited to announce that our 2019 Summer Camp will once 
again be held in Edale, England, at the heart of the Peak District National 
Park from 9 - 11 August 2019
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BEN LUNN discusses recent developments in Sudan, the promise it holds 
for progressive advance in the country, the pitfalls being prepared by 
imperialism - and how we can express our solidarity

The Sudanese people 
have witnessed 
revolutionary change 

in their nation. On the 11th 
April, the military sided with 
the mobilised people and 
overthrew Al-Bashir, bringing 
an end to thirty years of brutal 
leadership and oppression 
of the working class and 
progressive forces in the 
country. 

Unlike other Northern 
African nations during the 
Arab Spring in 2010, Al-Bashir, 
despite being as oppressive as 
other leaders in the region, 
did not come under the same 
international scrutiny mostly 
because of his sympathies to 
imperialist forces including the 
EU, Troika, IMF, and the US. 
This meant, during a time of 
seismic revolutionary changes, 
Sudan failed to create similar 
revolutionary moves at the 
time. 

This is not to say there has 
not been revolutionary forces 

at work. The main reason 
we are in the position now, 
is because of the efforts of 
progressive forces which have 
been long at work. 

Earlier in the year 
members of the Central 
Committee of the Sudanese 
Communist Party, Fathi 
Fadhi and Ali Saeed had been 
imprisoned and denied access 
to medicine. Faiza Ibrahim 
Nugud, was also arrested 
despite being in her eighties. 
All the arrests occurred at 
the same time as attempts 
to squash the mass protests 
happening across the nation.  

Here in Britain, one of the 
biggest problems surrounding 
this major change is the media 
silence. If one compares the 
coverage of protests against 
Gaddafi or Assad, to Al-Bashir 
very little has been provided 
until the palace coup.

The main reason for 
this is due to Al-Bashir’s 
loyalty to the international 

SUDAN

REFLECTIONS ON 
THE CHALLENGES 
FACED IN 
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capitalist class. Unlike Assad 
or Gaddafi who have stood in 
opposition to certain aspects 
of US-UK-EU imperialism, 
as well as trying to improve 
regional unity, Al-Bashir had 
not been called upon to stop 
his clampdown on public 
protesting.

There is also an argument 
to be had that another reason 
for the lack of coverage is due 
to the impact on the wider 
geo-political circumstances. 
When Libya fell to US-UK-
EU back mercenaries and the 
islamist fanatics they willingly 
unleashed it also hampered 
efforts such as those of 
Gaddafi and Mandela to make 
Africa more resilient and in 
control of its fate. If Assad was 
to be defeated, Israel’s position 
in the region would only be 
strengthened at the cost of 
Iran’s.

So in the case of Sudan, 
with Egypt already subservient 
to the US and other regional 
Arab governments willing 
collaborators; the chance of 
a wave of change across the 
region can easily be stifled or 
snuffed out. 

Thankfully due to 
social media and other 
internet platforms, as well 
as a particularly prevalent 
internationalist unity, 
information has managed to 
get from Sudan extremely 
quickly to the rest of the 
International Communist 
movement as well as the rest 
of the globe.

This has been particularly 
helpful, as with the military 
coup on the 11th April, 
many imperialist forces have 
attempted to suggest that 
‘democracy has won’. Much 
like in the fall of the Tsar, 
many forces around the globe 
appreciated the fall of the 
despot, but did not want the 
revolution to continue. 

The Sudanese Communist 
Party, produced a clear article 
addressing the circumstances 
in the nation:

‘’… World imperialism, in 
collaboration with regional 
reactionary Arab governments 
and Sudanese army generals, 
staged a classical palace 
coup in a vain attempt to 
abort the victorious people’s 
march towards uprooting the 
dictatorial regime.

- The coup leaders who 
ousted Albashir declared a 
state of emergency for three 
months and ordered the 
masses of protesters to stay 
at home with the introduction 
of a curfew from sunset until 
morning. Millions of protesters 
have continued their daily 
mass actions, defying the 
curfew imposed by the new 
military junta.

- Defiant crowds of 
protesters have spent the last 
five days occupying the streets 
of the capital and other major 
cities and towns around the 
country, raising higher their 
voices and intensifying joint 
actions. The slogan “Freedom, 
Peace and Revolution is the 
People’s Choice” is echoed 
around all corners of the 
country. It has become the 
morning greeting of the 
Sudanese people.

- Due to the pressure 
exerted by the continued 
mass action, the new military 
junta was forced to declare 
the removal and detention of 
Al-bashir, as well as some of 
his close deputies, such as the 

first vice-president and the 
notorious head of the National 
Information and Security 
Service, Salah Goush. But the 
opposition forces continue 
to demand the immediate 
transfer of power to the 
representatives of the people 
grouped in the organization 
For Freedom and Change. 
In their last statement they 
stressed the importance of 
the continuation of the mass 
action, especially considering 
that the Military Council which 
staged the palace coup is part 
of the old regime…’’

 – Secretariat of the 
Central Committee, Sudanese 
CP 15th April 2019.

As can be seen from the 
address the military forces 
(which remain in cahoots with 
the former regime) are trying 
to subdue any push towards 
democracy. However the 
people’s forces are still striving 
and undeterred. 

Our comrades in the 
Sudanese Communist Party 
and their allies in the Forces 
for Freedom and Change, still 

“The current 
fight is against 
the Military 
Council’s 
attempt to 
consolidate 
power into an 
undemocratic 
military rule”
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maintain their stance that 
more has to be done. The 
removal of Al-Bashir is the first 
major victory. The current fight 
is against the Military Council’s 
attempt to consolidate 
power into an undemocratic 
military rule. Shortly, after 
the overthrow of Al-Bashir, 
the military attempted to call 
a state of emergency which 
would have effectively ceased 
all diplomatic and democratic 
work in the nation for at least 
three months, halting the 
work of regional and national 
governing bodies. Thankfully 
this was met with large 
opposition, and the military 
backed down; however they 
still not conceded power yet. 

The Sudanese CP, also 
highlighted the need to be 
vigilant against attempts at 
international suppression 
of the people’s will. As the 
circumstances are significantly 
more ‘fluid’ due to the lack of 
concrete power, there will be 

efforts from imperial forces to 
try and create a united front 
with regressive forces to try 
and maintain the regime with a 
new veneer.

It has been noted that with 
the cross panel discussions of 
political groups the Sudanese 
CP has often been shut out of 
the discussion, despite being 
the leading body that helped 
push the people to revolution. 
Obviously, the imperial powers 
will not allow a communist 
party consolidate power, even 
if it is in the minority. 

The Sudanese CP, finished 
their address by calling on the 
people to continue occupying 
the streets and peaceful 
protests – underlining how 
the peaceful character is one 
of the great strengths of the 
Sudanese revolution. They 
also called on international 
forces to build upon their 
international solidarity, 
because without it they are at 
the mercy of imperial forces. 

Obviously, we as young 
communists and anti-
imperialists should and will 
continue to do so. It has been 
positive to see the amount of 
communists the world over 
supporting our comrades in 
Sudan including: South African 
CP and Tudeh Party (who have 
been the most vocal) as well 
as support from the African 
Union. The people and the 
continent want democracy to 
win in Sudan. 

It is also worth noting, 
one revolutionary figure who 
has been a shining example 
of the energy of youth and 
proof that women do hold up 
half of the sky. Alaa Salah, has 
been a prominent figure who 
has been right at the front 
leading the Sudanese people 
to victory, instilling them 
with revolutionary hunger 
and unified strength. At the 
age of twenty-two she has 
placed herself in the history 
books due to her strength and 
leadership. Her small reflection 
after the overthrow of Al-
Bashir describes the women’s 
involvement beautifully:

‘ Sudanese women 
have always participated in 
revolutions in this country. 
If you see Sudan’s history, all 
our queens have led the state. 
It’s part of our heritage. I am 
very proud to take part in this 
revolution and I am glad our 
revolution has achieved its first 
goal’ – Alaa Salah, 12th April 
2019

The same day she also 
stated:

‘Two third[s] of the 
protesters in Sudan are 
women. Women are half [of] 

the society. You cannot have 
a revolution without women. 
You cannot have democracy 
without women. We believed 
we could, so we did’ – Alaa 
Salah, 12th April 2019

To conclude, we can 
celebrate the successes that 
the Sudanese people have 
achieved – as well as feel 
particularly proud that our 
movement, the communist 
movement was at the 
forefront of this revolutionary 
change. However, we must 
meet the call of our comrades. 
This revolution is young, and 
like all revolutions, are at the 
weakest in their early days as 
consolidation of power has 
not been fully achieved and 
is at risk of another imperial/
capitalist intervention.

We call on communists and 
allies of democracy the world 
over the support the efforts in 
Sudan and defy the attempts 
of the United Arab Emirates 
and the US to try and allow 
military control to strangle the 
revolution. We must rally to 
the aid of our comrades and 
help them achieve their goals. 
The people united cannot be 
defeated. 

‘Freedom, Peace and 
Revolution is the People’s 
Choice’ 

Benn Lunn is Secretary 
of the Glasgow 
Branch of the Young 
Communist League
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Recently we’ve seen 
an upsurge in action 
regarding climate change. 

Students across the world 
striking from school to protest 
against climate change.

These protests have been 
taking place every month with 
the first one held in February 
2019. These students aren’t 
just protesting for better 
policies, they want system 
change. They bring a new sense 
of urgency to the movement 
which has been missing for 
quite some time. 

So far, the strikes have 
gained significant media 
attention and support from 
academics and scientists. In 
Germany a petition gathered 
the signatures of seven 
hundred researchers in 
support of the strikes. Since 
the start of the protests fifty-
nine councils in Britain have 
declared a climate emergency 
with the target of becoming 
carbon neutral before 2050 or, 
in the case of many, 2030. 

The biggest success of 
the protests so far has been 
getting people talking about 

the climate and pushing it to 
the forefront of politics, at a 
time when Brexit dominates 
the news. 

It has been a long time 
since there’s been protests of 
this scale with such a high level 
of radicalism. I must admit that 
when I went to the first strike, 
I thought that the rhetoric 
would be calling for liberal 
reforms.

However, I was pleasantly 
surprised to see that the 
speakers were actively anti-
capitalist, even if they weren’t 
proposing an alternative, and 
the crowd was on board with 
that sentiment as well. It would 
be foolish for the YCL to let 
this opportunity to make the 
case for socialism go to waste.. 

Due to the structure of 
the protests, based on my 
experience in Glasgow, it is 
fairly easy to get members of 
the League speaking at them. 
This gives us a chance to put 
across the socialist message to 
young, radical, and passionate 
people.

Not only would we 
be able to influence the 

The recent successes of the environmental movement should be 
welcomed, but the failures demand a class analysis argues JOSH MORRIS

BRINGING A CLASS 
ANALYSIS TO THE 
STRUGGLE TO 
SAVE THE PLANET
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protests, we would also have 
the opportunity to allow 
comrades to improve their 
public speaking. We should 
also encourage members who 
are students to get involved 
in organising the strikes. This 
would give our members the 
opportunity to be involved 
in what may be some of the 
most important protests this 
decade, and develop their skills 
in these areas. 

Every branch with a large 
enough membership should 
form an environmental 
commission that can 
work towards making the 
environmental case for 
socialism. Often certain issues 
can fall by the wayside due to 
how busy the YCL currently 
have been and having branch 
commissions guards against 
that as it gathers those who 
are interested in a specific 
area, or have a level of 
expertise, and allows them to 
commit to working on it, while 
still subscribing to centralism. 

We must work to make 
sure they don’t fizzle out and 
that they don’t get hijacked by 
liberals or the ultra left. If we 
don’t work to counter them 
then they’ll have unrestricted 
access to a generation of 
radical youth. It is of the 
utmost importance that we 
have a visible presence and 
we start education classes and 
open meetings to discuss how 
capitalism contributes to the 
exploitation of our planet. 

The nature of capitalism 
is to exploit, be it workers or 
the planet. Politicians would 
have us believe that “the 
market will regulate itself” 
and that corporations will be 
able to stop climate change 
themselves.

Reality shows that to be 
false. There is more pressure 
on them to stop polluting than 
ever before, yet it remains 
that 71% percent of all 
emissions come from just 100 
companies. This has to stop.

Bourgeois governments 
are also incapable of delivering 
radical change. The top five oil 
firms - BP, Shell, ExxonMobil, 
Chevron and Total - spend 
two hundred and one million 
dollars each year attempting 
to delay, control or block 
policies that aim to tackle 
climate change. The nature of 

liberal democracy means there 
is little counter lobbying can 
do. 

However, there is a 
glimmer of hope. Recently 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
have managed to mobilise 
thousands of people in 
London in their “International 
Rebellion”, along with smaller 
actions around the country. 
Our cooperation with 
movements such as XR should 
be nuanced.

The sheer scale and 
determination of these events 
is something that should 
be commended - over one 
thousand people have been 
arrested since it started. The 
way in which they’ve managed 
to grab media attention and 
have incited people to think 
about the cause more than 
their freedom is impressive. 
On the other hand, often 
these are organisations with 
many flaws.

Often their actions target 
ordinary people or no one at 
all, rather than those people 
responsible for the pollution. 
They seem to swing between 
roadblocks and protests, such 
as the one in Glasgow where 
they walked blue footprints 
across George Square leading 
towards the City Chambers. 
There have been many 
protests which effectively used 
visuals to convey a message, 
however this simply was not 
one of them. With any protest 
it should be clear what it’s 
about, but the writing on their 
signs was barely readable and 
the connection between blue 
footprints and floods is, in my 
opinion, flimsy. 

My main criticisms come 
from two perspectives 
however. Firstly, their meetings 
are rather inaccessible. 
Their use of so called “non-
hierarchical” meetings is 
generally off-putting, and while 
the jazz hands to agree with 
a point could be overlooked, 
it goes beyond this. At one 
meeting we spent at least an 
hour discussing if an event 
should be inside or outside, 
despite it being obvious within 
the first five minutes that it 
wasn’t viable to hold it outside, 
but the lack of a strong chair 
meant the conversation went 
round in circles and barely 
even reached a conclusion.

Secondly, their tactics are 
deliberately divisive. The issues 
posed by such tactics could 
warrant an article in itself, 
however as communists we 
should be looking to unite the 
working class. XR and other 
groups have been successful 
in gaining media attention, 
but if they don’t seek to unite 
people then they’ll be viewed 
as a radical fringe group 
stopping people getting to 
work and emergency services 
getting through. 

But what is to be done? 
Environmental struggle should 
be carried into our trade 
unions. We need to ensure 
that the transition between 
fossil fuels and a green 
economy is achieved and on 
progressive terms. It is clear 
that private corporations 
can’t be trusted with this, 
which is why we need to 
push for nationalisation of the 
energy sector. We can’t leave 
workers behind as we start to 
use less oil, the government 
needs to invest in new jobs 
in the renewable sector, 
along with allowing them to 
retrain without having to put 
themselves at risk financially.

It is clear that climate 
change is an issue people are 
passionate about. We must 
lead the fight. The only way to 
be truly successful is through 
unity. The youth strikes are a 
fantastic example of this, and 
XR have captured people’s 
attention and imagination. 
We must mould this, not just 
into a truly anti-capitalist 
movement, but into a socialist 
one. 

We lead the fight in unions 
to adopt policies that will 
make sure workers aren’t 
negatively affected by the shift 
away from fossil fuels. We 
must educate people about 
the dangers of the continued 
existence of capitalism. We 
have a simple choice to make: 
either we live under socialism, 
or we live underwater! 

Josh Morris is a 
member of the Glasgow 
Branch of the  Young 
Communist League.

“It is clear 
that climate 
change is 
an issue 
people are 
passionate 
about. We 
must lead 
the fight. The 
only way 
to be truly 
successful 
is through 
unity.”
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The Young Communist 
League of Britain sends 
greetings to the working 

people of Britain people and 
the world on May Day 2019!

For well over a century 
International Workers’ Day 
has been celebrated across 
the planet by workers and the 
revolutionary youth.

It is a time celebrate 
the proud history of the 
international working class 
and communist movement 
and everything it has achieved. 
It is also a time to reflect on 
the failures of the movement, 
to ensure they are never 
repeated in the future. 

We remember those have 
given their all in the fight for 
socialism and for peace.

Most importantly it is a 
time to steel ourselves for 
the struggles ahead. This May 
Day we call on the youth of 
Britain to join or rededicate 
themselves to the struggle for 
socialism.

*
The world has changed 

much during even our brief 
lifetimes. New methods 
of communication and 
technological revolution 
have changed our world 
dramatically. Working people 
are capable of being united 
closer than ever before over 
national borders.

In this spirit, May Day is a 
celebration of working people, 
their unity and their unique 
role in human history. 

Much has changed about 
British society and our world. 

In the 1990s the ruling class 
and their hangers-on gloated 
over ‘the end of history’ 
and the historic victory of 
capitalism. The 2008 Financial 
Crisis and the continuing 
political and economic turmoil 
since then have proven this to 
be incorrect.

While society remains 
riven by class division, while 
wealth and power is controlled 
by a tiny minority, there can 
be no stability or progress. 
Capitalism is a outdated and 
decaying system. 

Despite changes we have 
seen in the last century, class 
struggle remains the engine 
of history. Working class state 
power and the construction of 
socialism represent the next 
stage in human development. 

Increasingly the youth 
of Britain are coming to 
this realisation. Cold War 
propaganda is losing its 
potency. The arguments of 
liberal, conservative and social 
democrat politicians are found 
to be bankrupt. 

Socialism is firmly back 
on the agenda. But socialism 
won’t simply come into being 
because it is morally superior. 
There are powerful forces 
working against it. 

It is the task of the Young 
Communists to win the youth 
of today to the disciplined 
struggle for socialism. 

*
This struggle takes on a 

new urgency in 2019. 
Across the imperialist 

EU bloc far right and neo 

fascist forces are on the rise. 
This is a direct result of the 
policies promoted by the EU 
which have lead to poverty, 
unemployment and declining 
living standards for working 
people. The failure of the 
left across Europe to lay the 
blame squarely at the door 
of Brussels has allowed this 
development. The Communists 
call on all socialists, trade 
unionists and democrats to 
join the struggle to break the 
EU bosses club.

In Britain this means 
campaigning to respect the 
referendum result and win a 
Workers’ Brexit. A complete 
break with the EU on the 
terms most favourable to 
working people. We must also 
demand a People’s Boycott 
of the coming European 
Elections. This cynical attempt 
to keep Britain involved in the 
institutions of the EU is the 
groundwork of a sinister plot 
to subvert democracy and the 
vote. 

The total collapse of 
UKIP was one of the major 
successes of the Brexit vote. 
However, subverting Brexit 
will allow the far right to 
return in force. 

Even more pressingly, 
human civilisation today faces 
an existential crisis. 

Capitalism has proven itself 
unable and unwilling to halt, let 
alone reverse, the destruction 
of the environment and the 
planet’s ability to sustain 
human life. In the coming 
years an irrevocable climate 

catastrophe will be set 
in motion. By contrast, 
Communists and the socialist 
countries, including Cuba, 
China and Vietnam, have 
provided radical policies and 
practice which can save the 
planet. Increasingly the choice 
for humanity is no longer 
socialism or barbarism, but 
socialism or extinction. 

*
Today’s struggle is waged in 

difficult circumstances, against 
tall odds, with limited time to 
save humanity. But the youth 
of Britain and the youth of 
the world will not shrink from 
this struggle. The youth have 
always exemplified the best of 
humanity’s optimism and self-
sacrifice. 

Socialism is not simply 
desirable, or an improvement 
on capitalism, it is essential for 
the future of our generation 
and humanity. It’s time is now.

Today, May Day, the world 
shakes with the power of 
working people everywhere, 
their untapped potential. We 
stand on the shoulders of 
giants. 

To the youth of Britain we 
say -

Join the struggle for peace 
and socialism in our lifetime!

The youth are the future! 
The only future there can be is 
socialism!

Executive Committee of 
the  Young Communist 
League

deepen the struggle 
with a new urgency
Statement of the Executive Committee of the Young Communist League
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VENEZUELA

From 8 to 15 April, I was in 
Venezuela with 40 other 
Communist and anti-

imperialist youth organisations 
from all corners of the globe.

The World Federation of 
Democratic Youth (WFDY) is 
the British YCL’s international 
affiliate. It unites not only 
the revolutionary and 
internationalist young people 
of Europe, Asia,  Africa, the 
Middle East and the Americas 
who are in opposition to 
reactionary regimes and 
imperialism, but also the young 
people who in their countries 
are in the government, are 
leading the way towards 
progress and social justice, 
are the voice of millions of 
young people, such as in Cuba, 
Venezuela, South Africa and 
elsewhere.

This April they met 
in Caracas, followed by a 
solidarity mission coordinated 
with the World Peace Council, 
pulling together this diverse 
group of representatives 
– many of them from 
hostile regional as well as 
‘Western’ governments – in a 
tremendous show of solidarity 
with the Venezuelan people.

There they made it clear 
that young people across 
the world reject war and 
want peace and a better life, 
the kind they are building in 
Venezuela, meeting President 
Nicolas Maduro, various 
ministers and members of 

the United Socialist Party and 
Communist youth wings.

We met young men 
and women, including 
doctors, soldiers, activists 
and secondary school and 
university students, at gyms 
and community centres the 
kind we would kill for in 
Britain and at affordable flats 
being built for the public with 
2.6 million already finished.

Young people in Venezuela 
are studying for free and 
deeply involved in their 
communities, workplaces and 
political institutions with a real 
say. They understand and are 
proud of the achievements 
and history of their country 
and its long struggle for 
independence. In fact, they 
learn more about British and 
European social and economic 
history than we do!

It was a far cry from the 
stories of public sector cuts 
and skyrocketing rents in our 
country, student debt and 
widespread disgust for any 
politician or political activity. 
Even the Bolivarian armed 
forces are completing medical 
training in public hospitals and 
interested only in national 
defence, as opposed to 
invading other countries and 
instructing repressive regimes 
like Saudi Arabia in the art of 
bombing children.

The Communists in 
Venezuela are on the frontlines 
of building unity amongst 

S O L I D A R I T Y 
WITH THE PEOPLE 
OF VENEZUELA
ROBIN TALBOT reports back on the YCL’s participation in the recent WFDY 
solidarity to the Bolivarian Revolution in Caracas, 8 - 15 April 2019

“The Communists in Venezuela are 
on the frontlines of building unity 
amongst workers and their political 
organisations, between workers and 
agricultural labourers ...”
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workers and their political 
organisations, between 
workers and agricultural 
labourers, and more direct 
workers’ control of the 
economy and society.

We saw and heard first-
hand how this Caribbean 
nation is besieged by the 
United States, the European 
Union and regional allies like 
Brazil, who with Bolsonaro at 
the head has even threatened 
to invade Venezuela. 

While we were there, 
there was a blackout in 90% 
of the country, leaving us and 
the rest of Caracas in pitch 
darkness, due to the recent 
terrorist attacks on the 
electrical system.

We heard from our 
comrades in Venezuela how life 
is hard due to the economic 
blockade, sanctions, the 
threats and media war against 
their country. The media war 
that makes it so important 
to connect our international 
solidarity with grassroots 
campaigning and ordinary 
people in this country, and do 
something practical in support 
of the Venezuelan people.

They asked us what we 
thought of the so-called 
humanitarian crisis ongoing in 
their country, and we laughed, 
because it was obviously a 
load of nonsense.

Despite the hardships 
that affect them, their friends 
and their families, they are 
determined to fight back, 
to build socialism, to decide 
the future of their country 
without any outside demands 

or interference, because 
that right belongs to the 
Venezuelan people and their 
political processes only. 

There are a few things that 
can be learnt from this trip.

The first is that any people 
that chooses to go against 
the tide of United States and 
European capitalist domination 
and build a better life, 
whether that means massive 
wealth redistribution or even 
renationalisation of some key 
utilities, ultimately faces the 
choice of sink or swim. 

That might be endless 
slander in the capitalist press 
or military intervention, 
the objective is the same. 
Ultimately, the interest of 
capital is the preservation 
and increase of profit, nothing 
more.

The second thing is that 
the best way we can show 
our solidarity with the 
Venezuelan people from 
Britain is through expanding 
and strengthening our own 
battles, and broadening the 
activities and popular support 
of our anti-imperialist and 
peace organisations and 
solidarity campaigns. This 
does not simply mean sending 
more representatives of mass 
organisations and people to 
Venezuela next time, although 
that will also be important.

This also means organising 
more people, in more and 
more determined revolts, 
from our organisations and 
our campaigns, including from 
the Labour Party and other 
political parties, against the 

British Government’s gutless 
and reactionary foreign policy.

The final thing I learnt is 
that the people and youth 
of Venezuela will not give 
up, and like them, if we 
fight, if we build maximum 
unity in the progressive and 
workers’ movements, if we 
root our movements in our 
communities and the struggles 
of ordinary people against 
capitalist exploitation, then we 
can win. Not only win victories 
for working people at home, 
but also, in dealing blows to 
this imperialist Government, 
win victories on behalf of 
peace, social progress and 
working people worldwide as 

well, including in Venezuela.

• The World Federation 
of Democratic Youth, the 
United Socialist Party 
Youth and the Communist 
Youth of Venezuela have 

called for an international 
campaign in solidarity with 
Venezuela on 14 June. The 
YCL is planning solidarity 
events and initiatives to 
take place across Britain. 
Get involved by visiting 
ycl.org.uk/support and 
share our activities on 
Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram with the hashtags 
#HandsOffVenezuela and 
#WFDY

Robin Talbot is 
International Officer of 
the  Young Communist 
League.
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Being a member 
organisation of WFDY, 
the Young Communist 

League of Britain can send 
delegates to WFDY meetings 
and activities like solidarity 
missions, lead groups 
from Britain to attend the 
World Festival of Youth and 
Students held every 4 years, 
and participate in WFDY’s 
decision-making processes.

We are not a member 
of the General Council, but 
this General Council meeting 
was open to non-members in 
order to enrich debate and 
encourage more members to 
attend the solidarity mission 
afterwards.

WFDY is not just a youth 
federation. Many members 
have parent organisations 
close to power or in power in 
their countries and represent 
millions of young people. Cuba, 
DPRK and Vietnam are leading 
participants. 

It is also an essential space 
for exchanging information 
and experiences, in addition 
to developing relationships 
and joint work with our sister 
organisations. 

I had bilateral discussions 
with the All India Youth 
Federation (Communist Party 
of India), Greek Communist 
Youth, Mexican Communist 
Youth, All Nepal National 
Free Student Union (of the 
newly created from a merger 
Nepalese Communist Party), 

Portuguese Communist Youth, 
Russian Communist Youth, 
Communist Youth Union of 
Spain, South African Students 
Congress, Communist Youth of 
Venezuela and YCL USA.

To give you some examples, 
the comrade from the 
Communist Youth of Venezuela 
gave an in-depth view of the 
Bolivarian Government and 
the Venezuelan state, including 
its serious problems, which I 
hope they will provide as a full 
article. 

Michael Lynch, general 
secretary of the YCL USA, 
told me how approximately 
4000 people had applied to 
join the CPUSA since Trump’s 
election. They are potentially 
reconstituting the YCL as an 
independent organisation at 
their approaching congress 
in June. The comrade from 
Nepal told me how his new 
Communist government is 
planning to take all private 
educational institutions into 
public ownership within 10 
years and construct a “New 
Nepal” in 20 years.

With WFDY, Britain’s Young 
Communists are able to play 
a crucial role in strengthening 
the international movements 
against imperialism and the 
international Communist 
youth movement. Part of this 
must be the strengthening of 
anti-imperialist movements 
in our own country and 
introducing more young 

people to WFDY’s important 
work.

Comrades can start by 
following WFDY’s activities 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram and sharing YCL 
activities with the hashtag 
#WFDY so that they can pick 
up our campaigns. 

I encourage comrades who 
are interested in this work 
to step forwards, whether 
as the international officer 
of their branch or a keen 
individual. I am also interested 
in introducing our allies in 
the labour and progressive 

movements to WFDY’s work. 
The Communist presence 

and leadership in WFDY is 
essential for its unswerving 
anti-imperialist character. 
However, expanding the 
international struggles 
against imperialism, stopping 
imperialist actions and plans 
dead in their tracks, is one of 
the most pressing demands of 
our time.

Robin Talbot is 
International Officer of 
the  Young Communist 
League.

ROBIN TALBOT updates from the recent meeting of the WFDY General 
Council which convened in Caracas alongside the solidariy mission
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I’ve worked precariously for 
the entirety of my working 
life — first in the hospitality 

industry, and then in the care 
sector.

In both, I experienced 
exploitation, low pay, 
bullying, harassment, zero-
hours contracts and an 
overwhelming hostile attitude 
towards trade union activity.

But the saddest thing 
about this is that I am not an 
anomaly. Many young workers 
are trapped in insecure jobs, 
uncertain hours and low pay 
amid a race to the bottom in 
Britain’s appalling deregulated 
labour market.

The boss classes expect 
workers to just lie down and 
accept these Victorian-era-
like conditions. They even try 
to market it as something 
positive and futuristic, talking 
of the “gig economy.”

Increasingly often elements 
of the left and our movement 
fall into their trap, suggesting 
that precarious work is a new 
phenomenon.

It’s an easy narrative to 
accept, but we must remain 
vigilant — and remember that 
precarious work is as old as 
capitalist exploitation itself.

The 19th century saw the 
heroic struggles of the the 
dockers and matchwomen to 

unionise and combine to fight 
precarity.

Or let’s go back only 40 
years to the manual labourers 
who would turn up in the 
morning to see their shift 
already full — a practice 
which has crept back in recent 
years, with workers paying for 
childcare, only to be told while 
on the bus to supermarket 
distribution warehouses that 
they are no longer required 
that day.

History tells us that 
these people all experienced 
precariousness as part of their 
working-class lives.

There are plenty of trials 
and tribulations when it comes 
to organising in precarious and 
hard-to-reach sectors, and we 
must acknowledge that there 
isn’t an easy way to recruit and 
organise these workers.

But the trade union 
movement must accept this 
challenge, or we risk giving up 
an entire generation to virtual 
slavery.

Worryingly, membership 
demographics tell us that this 
is exactly what is currently 
happening — there is an 
increasingly older union 
membership, whereas among 
workers under the age of 24, 
only around 5 per cent are in 
unions.

Precarity and zero-hours contracts will only be beaten by collective 
action, writes MORGAN HORN

FIGHTING THE 
INSECURITY OF 
CAPITALISM

“the trade union movement must 
accept this challenge, or we risk 
giving up an entire generation to 
virtual slavery”
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Capitalism thrives on 
control and power, and it 
seeks demoralise and distract 
workers. Precarious work is 
a vital tool of this system, in 
that it weakens any sense of 
collectivity.

The challenge for 
unions, therefore, is not 
just to organise precarious 
workers but to allow them 
to have ownership over their 
campaigns.

Recently, I’ve been involved 
in organising care workers 
employed by Living Ambitions, 
a care provider in Glasgow.

These workers are 
overworked, undervalued and 
underpaid. But they are also 
some of the most inspirational 
and determined activists I have 
ever met.

Centre to this campaign 
has been a deliberate and 
marked shift away from the 
service style of trade unionism 
that panders to the individual, 
and a return to organising 
collectively.

This organising campaign 
has sought to build effective 
communication with members, 
identifying collective issues 
that can be built around and 
then followed through with 
collective actions that are 

worker-led.
But this is not the only 

ray of hope in what we’ve 
established is a bleak picture. 
One of the greatest success 
stories of Scotland’s labour 
movement has been Better 
than Zero, a national campaign 
to end zero-hours contracts, 
poor pay and a lack of respect 
in the workplace.

This is a worker-led 
campaign, led predominantly 
by young people, supported by 
the STUC and affiliate unions. 
Better than Zero takes action 
at times when unions won’t.

It also works behind the 
scenes to educate on rights in 
the workplace and empower 
workers to collectively 
organise in order to make 
long-lasting and effective 
change. It has been pivotal in 
establishing initiatives such as 
the Bectu Cineworld branch, 
Unite’s hospitality section and 
BFAWU’s fast-food campaigns.

Better than Zero has 
moulded activists, but 
constantly finds itself coming 
up against union structures 
which make building 
sustainable branches difficult at 
best and impossible at worst.

But even if we were only 
aiming to stand still in terms 

of membership numbers, our 
movement has a lot of work 
to do.

And given the weakness of 
collective organising in Britain’s 
workplaces currently, we have 
to be far more ambitious than 
that.

Young people are all too 
often, rather paternalistically, 
described as “the future of our 
movement.”

In fact, we are the present 
— and it is us who can deliver 
a better future for generations 

yet to come. Let’s give our 
young activists the tools they 
need to organise themselves 
and tackle the exploitation 
of the modern workplace — 
while never forgetting what we 
can learn from the past.

Morgan Horn is the 
Industrial Organiser of 
the Glasgow Branch of 
the  Young Communist 
League.
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The Scottish Trade Union 
Congress (STUC) 
is the national trade 

union centre in Scotland, 
representing over 540,000 
trade unionists and 37 
affiliated trade unions. The 
STUC policy is set by Annual 
Congress which takes place 
every April, where delegates 
from affiliated trade unions 
and trade union councils are 
invited to attend. This year, the 
STUC conference was held in 
Caird Hall, Dundee, from the 
15th-17th April. Members of 
the YCL Glasgow branch and 
young trade unionists were 
invited to the conference on 
the 15th to sit in on motion 
hearings, attend events and 
participate in actions. 

The theme for this 
year’s conference was 
#OrganisingandWinning, 
where women trade unionists 
were at the forefront of the 
discussion. With the historical 
Equal Pay Strike of Glasgow 
women workers in October 
2018, where 8000 striking 
women took to the streets 

after a 12-year long fight for 
equal pay, and the Step Aside 
Brother campaign, women 
trade unionists are finally 
being listened to. Over 50% of 
women in work, and therefore 
experiencing not just the 
exploitation as a worker, but 
further oppression based 
on our sex. Women trade 
unionists have always been 
here, we have always been 
fighting and winning, and it’s 
time that people listen.

At the Better Than Zero 
panel discussion, YCL Glasgow 
Branch Industrial Organiser 
and trade unionist Morgan 
Horn argued that young 
workers should be given the 
tools to organise within their 
unions, instead of being seen as 
tokens to be used by previous 
generations. She spoke about 
the need to organise in 
workplaces where there isn’t 
a high union membership, with 
many companies being openly 
anti-trade union whilst relying 
on bad practices in order to 
increase profits. 

Whilst sitting in the main 

MORGAN FINNIE reports back from this year’s Scottish Trade Union 
Congress annual congress and calls on unions to make themselves 
relevant to young workers

STUC 
CONGRESS 
2019
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hall, the STUC President of 
2018-19, Lynn Henderson, 
addressed the young workers 
sitting in the stalls, where we 
received a standing ovation 
from the delegates. In an ever-
changing economic climate 
where only 5% of young 
workers are in trade unions, it 
is time that we are educated 
and organised. Young workers 
should be more engaged and 
active within the trade union 
movement, we should be 
fighting for our present and 
for future workers, in order to 
feel safe, valued and respected 
at work.

Furthermore, the Union 
of Shop, Distributive and 
Allied Workers’ (USDAW) 
Time for Better Pay Campaign 
was well received from the 
STUC Congress. USDAW is 
the fifth largest trade union 
in Britain, with over 420,000 
members. The Time for Better 
Pay demands a £10 per hour 
minimum wage, a minimum 
16-hour contract, a contract 
based on an individual’s normal 
hours of work and an end 
to exploitative zero-hours 

contracts, which would be 
a massive step forward in 
helping workers out of in-
work poverty. 

Recently, myself and 
other USDAW members 
gave evidence to the Low 
Pay Commission in Ayrshire, 
where I spoke about the 
impacts of low wages, single 
manning and an ever-increasing 
workload on my mental health. 
This is not an uncommon 
experience: two-thirds of 
low-paid workers state that 
financial worries are having 
a severe impact on their 
mental health. Stewart Forrest, 
USDAW’s Glasgow divisional 
officer, wrote for the Morning 
Star that USDAW’s survey 
of 10,500 low paid workers 
found that workers are 
struggling to meet the basic 
costs of living, and that the 
vast majority feel that they are 
worse off than five years ago.

Through capitalism and the 
treacherous policies which are 
put in place by the Tory and 
SNP governments, workers 
are becoming increasingly 
oppressed by their employer, 

whilst the companies continue 
to make millions in profit. 
Just last year, Morrisons 
CEO David Potts received 
a £3million bonus, on top 
of his annual salary, meaning 
he was awarded £5.8million, 
which did not include other 
benefits such as transport 
costs, private healthcare and 
£213,000 of payments into his 
pension scheme. Whilst David 
Potts receives a multimillion-
pound salary for his ability 
to cut overtime hours and 
increase single manning in the 
workplace, many Morrisons 
employees are facing in-work 
poverty and mental health 
issues as a direct result of 
work-related stress and the 
pressures that they face whilst 
working.

As a retail worker, Better 
Than Zero activist and a proud 
member of USDAW, I have 
experienced first-hand what 
it is like to be continuously 
exploited by my employer, 
where we are promised that 
things will change, only to get a 
whole lot worse. 

Young workers are the 

present and the future of 
the trade union movement: 
we are experiencing low 
wages, tenuous contracts, 
precarious workplaces with 
bad working practices and we 
are organising to change the 
way in which we are treated 
by employers. 

We are fed up with the 
continuous exploitation we 
experience, from youth pay 
rates, to sexual harassment, 
to bullying and harassment in 
the workplace. Whilst we may 
feel defeated, that there is no 
point, or that we can’t change 
our conditions ourselves, 
history has shown that when 
the workers rise up against 
their bosses, they win. I ask 
my comrades to join a trade 
union, to become involved, and 
fight for workers everywhere. 
Educate, agitate, organise.

Morgan Finnie is a 
member of the Glasgow 
Branch of the  Young 
Communist League.
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Have you found yourself 
wondering how to 
promulgate a successful 

revolutionary student 
movement amongst different 
political groupings of right and 
ultra-left? Well, Lenin could 
well have the solution.

This edition’s Book@
Bedtime is a letter written 
by Lenin to the editor of the 
newspaper Student. It can be 
found in Collected Works 
Volume 7; On Youth; or online. 
Lenin sets out to explain the 
method by which students 
should develop a revolutionary 
consciousness and be won 
over to correct revolutionary 
action.

Tasks of the Revolutionary 
Youth seeks to outline 
the correct method for 
revolutionary students 
to work within broad 
student organisations. In the 
context of Russia in 1903, 
Lenin points to six rough 
groupings of students: the 
‘indifferents’; academics (who 
favour an entirely academic 
based student movement); 
opponents of student 
movements in general (such as 
nationalists and anti-Semitics); 
and the politically minded, 
which is in turn split into the 
bourgeois opposition and 
those in the revolutionary 
tendency, itself split into 
Socialist-Revolutionary 
(anarchists) and Social 
Democrats (namely Marxists, 
this was both before the 
Bolshevik/Menshevik split and 
the term social democracy had 
come to mean reformism and 
class collaboration). 

Lenin then dismisses the 
notion that this is a ‘accidental 

grouping’ or ‘temporary 
alignment’, concluding 
immediately that they are 
not and in fact represent 
the political grouping 
within society at large. The 
intelligentsia, Lenin explains, 
are the so called because 
they “most consciously, most 
resolutely and most accurately 
reflect and express the 
development of class interests 
and political groupings in 
society as a whole”.

Thus the political groupings 
in Russian society at this time 
corresponded to these groups 
(though the term ‘uplifters’ 
is substituted for academics, 
their belief in progress through 
law-abiding and constitutional 
progress remains, as does their 
narrow, sectional interest, 
such that we may reasonably 
characterise the ‘academics’ 
as the student branch of the 
‘uplifters’ in society at large). 
While these grouping may 
not correspond exactly in size 
or strength to the groupings 
in society at large, all such 
factions can still be found 
there.

Clearly, the political and 
class divisions in Russia in 1903 
are not directly transposable 
to the Britain of 2019, yet we 
can still find parallels between 
the picture Lenin paints and 
the various political groupings 
of contemporary Britain and 
its university campuses. For 
instance, most universities will 
have societies representing 
the main political parties 
and joining them there may 
be various ultra-left groups 
as well as other Marxist or 
Communist presence on 
campus.

These indeed correspond 
to the political cleavages in 
society at large, although you 
will find yourself far more 
likely to run into ultra-leftists 
at a university than living the 
rest of your life. Further to 
these groupings we will often 
find the academic/‘uplifters’ 
speaking at union meetings 
objecting to motions on 
political campaigning or 
international solidarity on 
the basis it goes beyond the 
purview of the student union, 
etc. Operating in conditions of 
legality such constitutionalism 
is not entirely analogous to 
the situation Lenin explains, 
nonetheless sectional interests 
and a desire to not act in 
an ultra vires manner will 
be recognisable amongst 
students, in the trade union 
movement and in community 
organisations.

The largest section of 
students on most campuses 
will be the indifferents – those 
who care nothing for politics 
and are likely to happily see 
the NUS as little more than 
a good chance to get 10% 
discounts on the high street.

We would perhaps expect 
however, Lenin explains, 
there to be considerably 
fewer groupings on campus 
and in society. As we know 
parties and political grouping 
reflect the class basis of 
the participants and the 
most important of societal 
cleavages is that of the class 
struggle – namely between a 
revolutionary proletariat and a 
reactionary bourgeoisie.

In ‘the final analysis’ 
these are of course the 
primary divisions, but this 

BOOK@
Former Challenge editor JAMES RODIE looks at Lenin’s Tasks of the 
Revolutionary Youth to see if there’s something to be taken into work in 
the student movement today

“Clearly, the 
political and 
class divisions 
in Russia in 1903 
are not directly 
transposable 
to the Britain 
of 2019, yet 
we can still 
find parallels 
between the 
picture Lenin 
paints and the 
various political 
groupings of 
contemporary 
Britain and 
its university 
campuses.”



BOOK@BEDTIME

29

is only the final analysis 
and political development 
and the machinations of 
the bourgeoisie create a 
rather less simple picture 
– thus in Germany despite 
a traditionally strong 
progressive working class 
party (particularly when 
Lenin was writing) there also 
existed a powerful ‘Centre’ 
Party organised along religious 
(Catholic) grounds and 
antiworking class in character.

In Britain despite being 
amongst the first countries 
to make the transition to a 
capitalist mode of production, 
no mass party for the 
working class existed until 
the beginning of the 20th 
Century, and even where for a 
considerable time two parties 
have existed, capturing 9/10 
of the vote between them 
during the 1950s we cannot 
possibly argue votes were cast 
purely on class grounds or the 
Conservatives would never 
have formed a government 
after the mass extension of 
the franchise. 

Thus this ‘final analysis’ 
only comes about after a 
process of political struggle, 
such that class interests 
come to the fore and false 
associations are cast off.

Having analysed the basic 
political and class forces 
existent in universities and 
found them to correspond to 
society at large, Lenin turns to 
the central question of how to 
‘revolutionise’ students. Lenin 
declares the method to be 
simple:

“If the political grouping 
of the students corresponds 
to the political grouping of 
society, does it not follow of 
itself that “achieving ideological 
unity” among the students 
can mean only one of two 
things: either winning over 
the largest possible number 

of students to a quite definite 
set of social and political ideas, 
or establishing the closest 
possible bond between the 
students of a definite political 
group and the members of 
that group outside the student 
body.”

Thus, having in mind that 
students are not separate from 
society at large, and further 
that their political groupings 
are a mirror for those outside 
the university, it follows that 
a student strategy must seek 
to incorporate the political 
struggles of students within 
the framework of the wider 
political struggle. Communists 
(or Social-Democrats in the 
original text) need to promote 
communist ideas amongst 
the students and counter 
the malign impact of other 
ideological positions (for 
Lenin this is the peasant based 
Socialist Revolutionaries, for 
us it would be ultra-leftists and 
right-wing social democrats) 
and raising the general class 
consciousness and winning 
students to revolutionary 
politics.

Lenin goes on to deal with 
the criticisms of the Socialist 
Revolutionaries to the line of 
the Social Democrats, refuting 
the view that revolutionaries 
should not act within the 
student movement as 
revolutionaries but try to keep 
the student movement as 
some kind of neutral body and 
eschew political allegiances in 
favour of an allegiance to the 
student movement as a whole.

Importantly, this division 
is not sectarian in nature. 
Sectarians enter the political 
movement with a view 
to controlling it for their 
own ends, the purpose of 
communists working within 
broad democratic movements 
is not to control them but 
to turn organisations from a 

narrow or sectional viewpoint, 
broaden their outlook and win 
them to the most progressive 
policy. In this way the entire 
democratic movement is 
strengthened rather than 
simply the Communists within 
it.

Overall then, The Tasks of 
the Revolutionary Youth is a 
general instruction on how 
revolutionaries should operate 
in broader organisations. 
While focusing on the student 
movement in Russia in 1903 
Challenge readers can still 
learn much about how to 
act within broad democratic 

organisations, not just in the 
student movement but also in 
trade unions and community 
organisations.

Lenin emphasises the 
need to fight on a definite 
programme to ensure the 
greatest possible support for 
policy and make the most 

positive impact on broad 
democratic movements, 
not limiting oneself to the 
groups of ‘revolutionaries’ 
but winning over the as yet 
nonrevolutionary elements 
“to broaden their academic 
outlook and to propagate 
scientific socialism, i.e., 
Marxism.”  

James Rodie is a 
member of the South 
Essex Branch of the 
Communist Party

BOOK@ bedtime

Further Reading 
• Che   On Being a Communist Youth
• Che   The Cadre Backbone of the Revolution
• Lenin   Tasks of the Youth League
• Dimitrov  Unity of Working Class Against Fascism
• Stalin   Cadres Decide Everything

KEY FORUM OF STRUGGLE: the tradition 
radicalism of students has waned recently
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The Anglo-German 
composer, Wieland 
Hoban, caused a major 

stir within the contemporary 
music world last year. His two 
works Rules of Engagement 
were initially proposed for the 
Donaueschingen Festival 2018 
but they were both censored 
and blocked from the festival. 

The festival has prided 
itself on being a strong 
platform for experimental and 
often political music to have 
a place to speak. However, it 
seems the political freedom 
of the festival was solely for 
certain things. The director of 
the festival Bjorn Gottstein 
dropped the two works 
because they ‘singled out 
Israel’. He went on to suggest 
Wieland Hoban has been 
too active in other political 
activities which makes his 
pieces more problematic. 

This political storm 
ultimately disappeared 
shortly after the festival 
was over, which is ultimately 
disheartening, especially as 
contemporary music does not 
have much of a political bite 
to it. Admittedly this is due to 
‘scene’ or profession being 
dominated by petty-bourgois 
or middle class voices and the 
working class rarely get much 
of a say. The censorship could 
have been an opportunity to 
highlight the innate politics 
of music and art in general as 
well as address power that 
exists behind such major 
platforms such as festivals.

However, back to the 
composer, Wieland Hoban, is 
not open politically, and it is 
probably implausible to think 
he is a member of any political 
party. This being said, the cycle 
of works are worth while 

pieces for political activists to 
engage with. 

The first Hora’ot Pticha 
Be’esh is a purely electronic 
piece, which acts as a sort of 
‘documentary’ where Israel 
Defence Force soldiers 
discuss their activities during 
the 2008 offensive in Gaza. 
The landscape is disjunct 
and ‘broken’ with scrapes 
and slicing sounds drifting in 
space – while interjections of 
soldiers recollecting memories 
(both in Hebrew and English). 
The drama of the work slowly 
builds, and what maintains 
in the harrowing sensation 
is the ‘blank’ or ‘direct’ way 
of speaking – no drama, not 
critique just plain language. 
The ending quotes There were 
no rules of engagement, the 
rules of engagement were to 
shoot. Those were the rules of 
engagement if you see anything 
suspicious. Shoot. 

The second book Al-Shifa 
written for string quartet and 
electronics which as the title 
suggests is more directed at 
the Palestinian view point. The 
title is named after the hospital 
which Israel destroyed. Once 
again, the landscape is disjunct 
and broken. However instead 
of trying to ‘illuminate’ the 
empty, complex space is a 
wasteland which is audibly 
terrifying. As the piece 
progresses, the sounds 
of Palestinian (or vaguely 
arabesque) instruments appear 
a life fighting amongst the 
rubble. The work never really 
builds to much of a climax, 
how can it when Al-Shifa lies 
in ruin?

The cycle which hoped 
to be concluded in the 
Donaueschingen Festival with 
a third Rules of Engagement is 

left unanswered currently. We 
have two sides, a description 
of activities of IDF Soldiers 
and a broken landscape – but 
no resolve or resolution. 

As this is art by a living 
composer, there is potential 
for it to finally be concluded 
but it does show the 
curious world artists have 
to navigate as soon as they 
become ‘openly political’. 
We as Marxists know all art 
has a political undercurrent 
regardless of the creator’s 
intent, due mostly to the class 
nature of the art – working 
class people will always ‘speak’ 

with a working class voice, 
capitalists will always ‘speak’ 
with a capitalist voice. 

For now, I encourage 
everyone to listen to it on 
soundcloud (www.soundcloud.
com/wieland-hoban) and 
discover for yourself. 

Ben Lunn is Secretary of 
the Glasgow Branch of 
the Young Communist 
League.

BENN LUNN reviews Hora’ot Pticha Be’esh (Rules of Engagement I) and
Al-Shifa (Rules of Engagement II) by Wieland Hoban

Radical Tunes for 
Revolutionary Moods

PICTURED: composer, Wieland Hoban
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Earth’s life is water, 
It is like human blood 
Without a watered ground 
No flora or fauna. 
River springs
Spring eternally 
And just like in youth 
Blood Boils Much Faster. 
In the north there are many such 
rivers,
where ice does not 
freeze , and their cold water 
the Sun never sees. 
There is also a 
multitude of human darkness in the 
world 
who have never seen the 
Light of freedom.”

Poetry Corner
Water & 
Blood

PICTURED: Julius Janonis 1896 - 1917

“

Described as the first truly Proletarian Poet, 
Julius Janonis (1896-1917) was a unique voice 
in his native Lithuania. Despite passing away at 
the age of twenty-one, Janonis managed to leave 
a rather profound catalogue of works which 
show a great poetic maturity and originality. His 
poetry was not his only revolutionary output. 
He was actively involved in the Bolshevik 
struggle, contributing to aušininkai (Dawn, a 
Socialist paper in the Lithuanian language). 

During the first world war, Janonis instantly 
jumped to the aid of the Bolshevik movement, 
pushing propaganda to bring an end to the 
imperialist war. He was imprisoned multiple 
times, but that never stopped his work in 
dispersing and producing propaganda. After the 
February Revolution in 1917, Janonis was finally 
free where he eventually resided in Petrograd; 
however sadly he developed tuberculosis and 
died.

During the Lithuanian SSR, Janonis was hailed 
for his talents as a poet, and dedication to 
the proletariat. However, since the collapse of 
the USSR Janonis has been heavily censored 
and brushed aside in the attempts to revise 
Lithuania’s history and ignoring how many 
people in the nation supported the communist 
goals. There are few old editions that can be 
found in second hand bookshops, however 
with the current political climate the chances 
of newer editions being produced is impossible. 
Thanks to the efforts of the Julius Janonis 
Archives (https://juliusjanonis.wordpress.com/) 
his poetry and publications can be found online; 
however there are no English translations of his 
powerful poetry. 

Below is his poem Vanduo ir Kraujas (Water 
and Blood), which I translated myself. 

by Ben Lunn
Branch Secretary

Glasgow Branch of the 
Young Communist League 

by Julius 
Janonis
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Back 2 Basics
Part Three: Class

Class is a concept at the 
heart of our Marxist 
understanding of the 

world, yet many on the right 
claim that the ‘working class’ 
no longer exist. How do we 
approach this problem?

“The history of all hitherto 
existing societies is the history 
of class struggle.” Marx 
& Engles, the Communist 
Manifesto.

In order to understand 
society, we must, therefore, 
understand the concept of 
class.

Lenin said that classes were 
defined by “the place they 
occupy in social production 
and, consequently, the 
relation in which they stand 
to the means of production”. 
This definition relies on an 
understanding of the economic 
basis of society – its mode of 
production. Marx and Engles 
identified four modes of 
production since the beginning 
of recorded history: Primitive 
Communism, Slave Society, 
Feudalism and Capitalism.

Primitive Communism
Through this mode, the 

productive forces were 
underdeveloped and all 
means of production (land, 
animals, weapons etc) were 
commonly owned. When the 
productive forces developed 
to the level at which one 
person’s labour could provide 
more than what was needed 
to keep that person alive, a 
surplus was created. At this 
point classes developed based 
on the way the surplus was    
appropriated.

Slave Societies

Conflicts arose between 
the slave-owners and the 
slaves on one hand and 
between slaveowners and 
independent producers on the 
other.

Feudalism
Here there were 

conflicts between the feudal 
landowners and the peasantry, 
and later between landowners 
and the rising bourgeoisie.   

Capitalism
Capitalism itself divides 

society into two main classes 
(with other groups forming an 
‘intermediate strata’). The first 
is the capitalist class who live 
off the surplus value of others’ 
labour (see b2b part 4). But 
in order for the capitalist find 
a worker willing to sell his 
labourpower for its price of 
production (and hand over the 
surplus value of that labour to 
the capitalist), there must be 
a class of people possessing 
no means of production of 
their own and for whom the 
only way to realise the value 
of their labour power is to 
sell it to the capitalist. This 
class – the working class – was 
created by the removal of the 
peasantry from the land and 
the enclosure of common land, 
leaving them with no means of 
production with which to earn 
a living.

Present Day
So, how does this 

compare to today? Is society 
still divided into two main 
classes: a capitalist class living 
on the labour of others 
and a working class selling 
their only commodity, their 
labour power, in order to 

exist? It is clear that the 
capitalist class still   exists. 
The regular announcements 
of huge dividends given to 
shareholders and ‘bonuses’ 
paid to company directors 
show that there are people 
who live off the work of 
others.

But, with the increase 
of house ownership (or, 
more correctly, mortgage 
ownership), regular foreign 
holidays and the shift to a 
service-driven economy, many 
would have us believe that the 
working class no longer exists. 
However, if we look at Lenin’s  
definition of class, we can 
see that this has not altered 
the fundamental position of 
ordinary people. Most people 
are still forced to sell their 
labour power in order to 
live and the surplus value 
created by their labour is still 
appropriated by the capitalist 
class.

In the creation of a 
working class divorced from 
the means of production, 

capitalism has ensured its 
own destruction. Firstly, the 
working class has everything 
to gain from the overthrow 
of capitalism. In a society 
free from exploitation, the 
surplus value created by the 
labour of people could be 
used for the benefit of society 
as a whole; to raise the living 
standards, increase the rate 
of technological progress and 
reduce the working week. 
Secondly, the working class 
has a unique position as 
possessors of labour-power 
– capitalism’s most important 
resource. It can withdraw this 
productive force, vital to the 
functioning of capitalism, at any 
time.

In the overthrow of 
capitalism the working 
class will achieve what has 
never been achieved: the 
creation of a society free 
from exploitation. As Marx 
and Engels wrote in 1848, 
“Workers of the world unite! 
You have nothing to lose but 
your chains!”

Back2Basics is a regular feature in Challenge, an ongoing series of articles 
of Marxist Concepts made easy.
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YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 

wing of the Communist Party. 
The YCL has a long and proud 

history in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based 
progressive youth organisations 

that exist today owe their 
existence to the initiatives and 
work of the YCL. The YCL has 

always and continues to play a 
vital role in the struggles for peace, 

against racism and fascism, for 
gender equality, and all other 
popular struggles that involve 
young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the 
address below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to 
Challenge then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 
for Europe, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money 
order). Cheques & P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order 
online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.



We’re different to all the other papers 
– we’re not owned by oligarchs or 
friends 
of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it.
We’ve ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.
You can play your part by taking out 
shares, and getting your 

Britain’s only socialist daily
Britain’s only co-operative daily

The Morning Star

I hereby apply for membership of the People’s Press Printing Society Ltd. I enclose 
(delete as appropriate, £1 minimum):

£10/£50/£100/£500/£............
being payment in full, at the rate of £1 per share. I further agree to conform with 
the rules of the PPPS (a copy of the rules is available on request).To PEOPLE’S PRESS PRINTING 

SOCIETY LTD
(Registered under the Industrial and Provident 

Societies Act 1965 No 12750R)

William Rust House, 52 Beachy Road, 
Bow, London E3 2NS

Secretary Tony Briscoe

Own your own paper...
BUY A SHARE IN THE STAR’S 

Return this form to the secretary at the address listed. All payments in sterling payable to PPPS

Join the movement for a better media

Take a share in the people’s paper

Full name (individual application) 
Branch (union application) 

Signature  

Date of birth (you must be 16 or over) 

Email  

Postal address (inc. postcode) 

 

Existing member? Number 

Join thousands backing the campaign for a better media. Join the PPPS today

The more members of the co-op, the wider 
the democratic base, the more revenue we 
have to invest and, ultimately, the better the 
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Shareholder unions
include:

Community, CWU, FBU, 
GMB, NUM, POA,  
RMT, Ucatt, Unite the Union 
and the North  
East Area NUM




