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editorial
Dear Comrades

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge.

In this first edition of 2019 we chart the priorities and opportunites for the 
Communist movement for the year ahead (pp.9-11).

We are now only weeks from Brexit Day, 29 March 2019. This issue 
contains the essential facts and arguments put forward by the Communists 
in the fight for a People’s Brexit (pp.14-19). Comrades must do their utmost 
to bring these arguments into their schools, universities, communities and 
workplaces. While we are in a particularly crucial phase of this particular 
struggle in the run up to Brexit Day, this will not be the end of that struggle 
to break with the European Union. The machinations of the European Union 
and the UK Government make it appear that the struggle to genuinely 
deliver on the referendum result may be a more protracted struggle.

Across Europe Communists have argued that the policies promulgated by 
the EU have given rise to the so-called ‘populist’ right wing governments 
which it purports to stand in opposition to. Italy with it’s recently elected 
right wing government being a prime example. In this issue we are 
privilieged to carry an update from our sister organisation the Federazione 
Giovanile Comunista Italiana on the situation in the country (pp.12-13).

The edition also contains introductions from your new elected Exectuive 
Committee (pp.20-24) who are tasked with helping the League to 
implement the decisions and strategies adopted at our 49th Congress in 
November 2019. Get to know the faces!

You will also find news and statements from Britain’s Communists and the 
world movement, as well and reviews and cultural comment.

In comradeship

Johnnie Hunter

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through 
writing articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t 
hesitate to get in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or 
writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

the struggle 
to genuinely 
deliver on the 
referendum 
result may 
be a more 
protracted 
struggle.
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Britain’s Communists call for a 
general election and a Labour-
led Brexit 
Communist Party 

General Secretary 
Robert Griffiths issued 

the following statement today 
(January 15) after MPs voted 
by 432 to 202 against the Tory 
government’s Withdrawal 
Agreement negotiated with 
the EU:

Today’s Commons debate 
and vote indicate that many 
MPs have no intention of 
allowing any kind of Brexit, not 

even the bogus Brexit on offer 
from the Tory Cabinet and the 
EU.

Prime Minister May, 
Chancellor Hammond, many 
MPs and the EU Commission 
share one overriding objective, 
namely, to keep Britain tied to 
EU Single Market and Customs 
Union rules. These would 
greatly obstruct many of the 
left and progressive policies 
of a future left-led Labour 

government.
After winning a 

Commons vote by only 81 
in May 1940, Prime Minister 
Neville Chamberlain and his 
government resigned two 
days later. Having lost one of 
the most important votes in 
half a century by 230, Theresa 
May’s minority regime should 
go now before its duplicitous 
strategy does more damage to 
Britain’s economic prospects.

A General Election must 
now be held by early March 
so that a Labour government 
led by Jeremy Corbyn can 
negotiate a new set of post-
Brexit relations with the EU. 
If this cannot be achieved in 
time, Britain should leave the 
EU on March 29 on WTO 
rules.

Communist Party

15 January 2019

CP demand early general 
election and March 29 EU exit ’   
‘Recent events in the 

House of Commons 
confirm that Britain 

is in a deep political crisis’, 
Communist Party general 
secretary Robert Griffiths 
declared on Wednesday 
evening (January 16).

He was speaking at the 
party’s Political Committee 
following parliamentary votes 
against the Tory government’s 
EU Withdrawal Agreement 
and the Labour Opposition’s 
motion of ‘no confidence’ in 
the government.

‘At the root of the crisis 
is the vote by a people’s and 
working class majority in June 
2016 against membership of 
the European Union, whereas 
powerful sections of the ruling 
capitalist class want continued 
alignment with the pro-big 
business rules of the EU Single 
Market and Customs Union’, 
Mr Griffiths pointed out.

He quoted recent 
statements by Tory Cabinet 
ministers, business bosses, EU 
officials and pro-EU Labour 
and LibDem MPs as evidence 
that there will be co-ordinated 

moves to further delay, 
undermine and if possible 
cancel the EU referendum 
decision.

‘We may well see Article 
50 extended, allowing extra 
time either to renovate Prime 
Minister May’s “bogus Brexit” 
deal or to hold a second 
referendum in the hope 
that almost three years of 
hysterical anti-Brexit scare-
mongering will reverse the 
result of the first’, Mr Griffiths 
suggested.

‘In any event, the aim 
will be the same: to maintain 
Britain’s subjection to pro-
big business EU rules that 
would obstruct the policies 
of a future left-led Labour 
government’, the CP leader 
accused.

He urged the labour 
movement to maintain its 
demand for a General Election 
and the election of a left-
led Labour government to 
negotiate future arrangements 
with the EU as ‘the progressive 
way forward out of the 
current crisis’. Mr Griffiths 
also warned that ‘some pro-EU 

Labour MPs are sharpening 
their knives’ for Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn, who 
has defended the democratic 
principle that election results 
should be implemented, not 
cancelled on spurious grounds 
by the losers.

The CP political committee 
therefore demanded that 
Britain’s exit from the EU 
on March 29 proceed in 
accordance with the EU 
(Withdrawal) Act 2018.

‘Exiting on World Trade 
Organisation terms would 
cause some temporary 
dislocation - made worse 
by the Tory government’s 
deliberate lack of preparation 
over the past 30 months - but 
would not be the catastrophe 
threatened by discredited 
pro-EU doom-mongers’, Mr 
Griffiths insisted.

‘After all, much of the 
world trades with EU and 
other countries on this basis, 
which would also leave Britain 
free to implement mutually 
beneficial policies to assist 
Third World producers 
instead of penalising or super-

exploiting them’, he added.
The Political Committee 

also agreed to sign a statement 
from 21 Communist and 
workers’ parties for the 
forthcoming European 
Parliament elections, 
condemning the ‘intensification 
of exploitation and 
impoverishment policies’ by an 
unreformable and militarising 
EU, calling instead for peace, 
social justice and sovereignty 
in a ‘Europe of Workers and 
People’.

Communist Party

17 January 2019
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Following the conclusion 
of our very successful 
49th All-Britain Congress, 

the Young Communist League 
is pleased to announce the 
members and officerships of 
our new Executive Committee. 

Our 49th Congress on 24 
November 2018 elected a new 
Executive Committee to carry 
out its decisions, policies and 
priorities over the next two 
years.

Congress is the supreme 
democratic decision making 
body of the YCL. The Executive 
Committee is tasked with 
putting the resolutions of 
Congress into practice 
between now and the next 
Congress.

The following comrades 
were elected to the Executive 
Committee at Congress:

• Owain Holland
• Johnnie Hunter
• James McLelland
• Holly Morcos

• Julio Romero
• Gary Steele
• Robin Talbot
• Peter Stoddart
The new Executive 

Committee held its first 
meeting on 20 December 
2018. As its first task the 
Executive Committee elected 
new officers to serve the 
League in carrying out the 
decisions of Congress. The 
following comrades were 
elected to the positions below:
• General Secretary – 

Johnnie Hunter
• Chair – Robin Talbot
• Treasurer – Peter Ward-

Stoddart
• Industrial Officer – Owain 

Holland
• Women’s Officer – Holly 

Morcos
• International Officer – 

Robin Talbot
• AgitProp Officer – James 

McLelland
• Anti-Fascism/Anti-Racism 

Officer – Gary Steele
• Challenge Editor – Johnnie 

Hunter
• Student Officer – Peter 

Ward-Stoddart
• Marxist-Leninist Education 

Officer – Julio Romero
The new Executive 

Committee took the 
opportunity to thank 
Congress and the entire 
membership of the League 
for the trust and faith that 
has been placed in them. 
The Executive Committee 
promised to do their utmost 
to carry out their duties 
with the energy and diligence 
expected of members of the 
Young Communist League.

In-depth introductions to 
each of the new Executive 
Committee members will 
be published in the coming 
weeks and in the January 2019 
edition of Challenge.

The final Resolutions from 
the League’s 49th Congress 

will be published in January 
2019.

The 2019 New Year’s 
Address of the League’s new 
General Secretary, Johnnie 
Hunter, will be published in the 
coming days.

For peace, jobs and 
socialism!

Executive Committee
Young Communist 
League

29 December 2018

New YCL Executive Committee

YCL Statement on 
Developments in Venezuela 
The Young Communist 
League of Britain expresses 
its complete support for and 
solidarity with the Venezuelan 
People, the Bolivarian Republic 
and President Maduro. We 
condemn categorically and 
in the strongest possible 
terms the unconstitutional 
and anti-democratic actions 
of the opposition and the 
United States which funds and 
controls them.

President Maduro was 
democratically elected by the 
People of Venezuela. This is a 
fact. There is no precedent in 
the Venezuelan constitution 
or in international law for 
the actions of Juan Guaido in 
unilaterally declaring himself 
President of Venezuela. The 
immediate recognition of this 
declaration by the US and 
its allies tells us who really 
coordinated this attack on 
democracy and who really 

controls Guaido and the so 
called opposition.

It clearly demonstrates 
the contempt with which 
imperialism views the will of 
the people, democracy and 
national sovereignty. To put 
this affront in perspective, 
it is the equivalent of John 
Bercow, Speaker of the House 
of Commons, declaring himself 
‘Interim Prime Minister’ in 
light of the chaos over the 
Brexit negotiations and then 
being recognised by various 
countries. The people of 
Britain would not stand for it. 
The people of Venezuela will 
not stand for it. The people of 
the World cannot sit idle.

We condemn the European 
Union and the governments 
which have joined the US in 
their attack on Venezuela. We 
call on the British Government 
to demand respect for 
democratic and international 

norms and to recognise the 
legitimate government of 
Venezuela.

This move is just the latest 
attack in the campaign by the 
United States and its regional 
puppets to smash democracy 
in Venezuela. The previous 
coup attempts and the current 
economic war attempting 
to strangle Venezuela were 
all planned and financed in 
Washington before being 
carried out by hired hands 
across Latin America. The 
United States refuses to 
tolerate a socialist government 
in what they believe to be 
“their own backyard”.

We express our solidarity 
with the comrades of our 
sister youth organisations, the 
Communist Youth of Venezuela 
and the Youth of the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela, 
who are at the forefront of 
defending democracy there.

Events in Venezuela must 
be a warning to the peoples 
of the World. Imperialism 
refuses to accept democracy 
and national sovereignty 
because this conflicts with 
the interest of big business 
and finance capital. It will set 
a truly dangerous precedent 
if we are prepared to accept 
figurehead puppets, imposed 
by Donald Trump, whose only 
claim to legitimacy is their 
own declaration. This cannot 
be allowed in Venezuela, or in 
any country.

No to US intervention! No 
to Trump! No to Guaido!

Peace! Democracy! 
Sovereignty!

Executive Committee 
Young Communist 
League

24 January 2019
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YCL Statement on Holocaust 
Memorial Day 2019 
On 27 January we 

remember the 
liberation of Auschwitz 

by the Soviet Red Army, on 
this day in 1945.

We remember the 
countless ordinary people, 
victims of the Nazi death 
machine.

We remember the brave 
ordinary people who were 
freedom fighters.

Throughout Europe 
the working people made 
unimaginable sacrifices to 
stand against Nazi-fascism, 
even under conditions of 
occupation and invasion, from 
Bulgaria to Britain.

In Britain we faced 

starvation and ruin, but our 
people tirelessly put out the 
fires and resisted until the 
Nazi beast was stopped dead 
in its tracks.

Jews, gypsies, the disabled, 
ethnic minorities, LGBT, 
Communists, socialists and 
trade unionists were rounded 
up. Those who were not 
tortured, gassed, beheaded and 
shot were worked to death 
in the slave labour of giant 
German corporations like 
Siemens.

Today not only do we 
remember the millions of 
those murdered and those 
who fought for them.

We remember that 

the resolve of all decent, 
democratic and peace-loving 
people was that never again 
would we allow such a 
bloodbath.

It was a capitalist crisis, 
and banks and corporations, 
even British ones, that fed and 
led the Nazi Party to power 
in Germany in spite of the 
horrific consequences.

It is capitalism today 
that feeds the rise of far-
right forces in austerity and 
economic crisis, with EU, US 
and British imperialism using 
them as proxies.

Not only is it the 
people who will suffer the 
consequences of this madness 

if it is allowed to pass once 
again.

It is the people who united 
must stand against racism and 
fascism in all their forms, and 
build a better world, one that 
honours the memory of those 
killed in war, by Nazi-fascism 
and the Holocaust.

In their memory, we say
No Pasaran!
Fascism will not pass again!
Executive Committee
Young Communist League

Executive Committee 
Young Communist 
League

27 January 2019

WFDY Statement on 
International Migrants Day
WFDY, on the occasion 

of the International 
Migrants Day on 

18 December, expresses its 
solidarity with all those who 
are forced to leave their 
homeland and assures them 
that we will continue to 
struggle for a better future 
with prospect and dignity for 
all the people.

The forced migration 
of a person from his 
place, in search for better 
conditions and life with 

dignity, is a phenomenon 
resulted from the extended 
poverty, exploitation and 
social inequality. Despite the 
attempts of the ruling classes 
to explain this phenomenon 
with several causes, it is 
actually nothing else than 
the result of the exploitative 
nature of imperialism. A 
system linked to hunger, 
unemployment, war and 
destruction with the only goal 
to serve the interests of the 
imperialist powers.

The economic and social 
conditions that drive the 
migrants out of their countries 
make them easy target to the 
appetites of employers. They 
are one of the most vulnerable 
categories of workers and are 
often exploited as a cheap 
labour force. In addition, 
they experience #racism as 
inequalities have contributed 
to the development of 
xenophobia and hostility.

Unity and internationalism 
are our own weapons in 

this battle. Together we will 
give this struggle against the 
system that generates fear, 
impoverishment, injustice and 
social inequality. Together we 
will fight imperialism until its 
overthrow! 

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

17 December 2018
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WFDY on the International 
Human Solidarity Day
The 20th of December 

is declared by the 
United Nations as 

the International Human 
Solidarity Day. Among others, 
the UN mention that this 
day is a day to celebrate our 
unity in diversity, to remind 
governments to respect 
their commitments to 
international agreements, to 
raise public awareness of the 
importance of solidarity and 

a day of action to encourage 
new initiatives for poverty 
eradication.

WFDY considers that 
the only way to reach those 
targets is through the total 
struggle against #imperialism. 
Youth, as the most militant 
part of every revolutionary 
transformation, must follow 
the path of friendship and 
solidarity in order to succeed 
in this struggle. We call our 

members to celebrate today’s 
anniversary and to express 
their solidarity with the 
peoples and the youth of 
the world that are struggling 
against wars, occupations, 
foreign interventions and 
fascism. 

WFDY also stresses 
the necessity in standing in 
solidarity with the youths who 
are struggling for their right 
to access #education, health, 

culture and sports. For work 
with rights and a life with 
dignity, equality and equity. 

Long Live the Friendship of 
the Peoples!

Long Live the 
#nternationalism and solidarity

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

20 December 2018

WFDY Solidarity to the People of 
Sudan
The clashes between 

the anti-governmental 
protesters and the 

security forces are continuing 
for fourth week in #Sudan. 
The unrest began over the 
skyrocketing prices and 
the failing economy of the 
country but since then they 
have gained massive popular 
support and the political 
demands has expanded. 

The regime continues 

to unleash its repressive 
campaigns with an attempt 
to halt the progress of the 
masses. The security forces 
are arresting and torturing 
leaders of the opposition. 
The Sudanese authorities are 
talking for more than 800 
arrests during the last weeks. 
Among them, our comrades, 
members of the CC of the 
Communist Party of Sudan 
and the president of the 

Sudanese Congress.
The umbrella body that 

groups all the opposition 
forces, “ALTANSIEGYIA” is 
demanding the resignation of 
the president Omar al-Bashir 
and the overthrow of the 
corrupt dictatorial regime. 

WFDY condemns the 
repression of Sudan’s anti-
popular regime, which has 
caused dozens of dead and 
injured. We express our 

#solidarity toward the people 
of Sudan and we stand by 
their side on their struggle for 
#democracy, political rights 
and social #justice

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

14 January 2019

WFDY: Solidarity to Venezuela
On the occasion of the 

latest developments 
in #Venezuela , 

#WFDY expresses its total 
support to the people and 
the democratically elected 
government of the country.

Imperialism is once again 
showing its aggression against 
Venezuela. After, the supported 
by the United States leader of 
the opposition, Juan Guaido 
swore himself in as President 
of Venezuela, the US president 
stated that he is “officially 

recognizing”, Juan Guaido, 
as the Interim President of 
Venezuela.

The “concern” and the 
“sensitivity” of the imperialists 
about democracy are well 
known for the peoples of the 
world. We stand by the side of 
the people of Venezuela and 
we send them our solidarity 
on this new challenge they 
face. 

Especially we express 
our #solidarity and fraternal 
support to our comrades 

from the Communist Youth of 
Venezuela (JCV) and the Youth 
of the United Socialist Party of 
Venezuela (JPSUV) who are at 
the forefront for the defense 
of the #sovereignty of their 
country.

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

3 October 2018
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Those that set the 
Balkans on fire – 
NATO, USA, EU- do 

not want to give a solution 
for the peoples’ benefit!

The KKE calls upon 
the Greek people, who is 
justifiably concerned about 
the developments on the 
FYROM issue, to see the 
essence of the problem, the 
“forest” and not the “tree”. To 
overcome the disorientation 
and the false dividing lines that 
both the government as well 
those powers who invest on 
nationalism and irredentism 
are cultivating.

Both sides, regardless of 
their placement, highlight the 
name as a key issue thus 
concealing the dang-erous 
scene that is being 
set-up. 
They 
hide 
their 

agreement with NATO’s 
umbrella, under which 
the negotiations are being 
conducted, aiming at the 
admission of the neighbouring 
country to NATO.

The developments aren’t 
exclusively about the Greece-
FYROM relations. They consist 
part of the overall plans that 
are being promoted by NATO, 
the US and the EU in order 
to strengthen their economic-
political-military presence in 
the Western Balkans and the 
broader region.

To be strengthened in the 
fierce competition with other 
powers, such as Russia, China, 
focusing on the control of the 

energy resources and roads, of 
the market shares.

That is why NATO’s staff, 
the governments of Greece 
and FYROM, care so much. 
That is why the NATO 
Summit in July has been set as 
the deadline for reaching an 
agreement.

 The developments 
foreshadow new hardships 
for the people!

It is an unhistorical 
mockery that the admission of 
these countries in NATO-EU 
will ensure peace and stability, 
that will prevent dangers to 
our country.

We must not forget that 
NATO forces were the ones 

that:
• Led 

the dissolution 
of the united 

Yugoslavia 
and 

the creation of the problem.
• Reformulated the 

maps of the Balkans, created 
states-protectorates in order 
to promote their interests.

• Utilize existing 
and non-existing minority 
issues, inciting nationalisms 
and irredentisms in order to 
“divide” the peoples.

The Greek-Turkish 
relations prove that NATO 
membership not only does not 
guarantee peace and territorial 
integrity, but instead it consists 
a factor of intensification of 
the problems, it generates 
questions on sovereign rights.

The very course of the 
other Balkan countries 
towards NATO and the EU 
coexists with border disputes, 
violations of sovereign rights 
and even stirring of non-
existing minority issues.

Even if there is a 
compromise, it is certain that 
this will be fragile and when 
the correlation changes, new 
agreements and geopolitical 
balances will be sought, either 
by war or at gunpoint.

The naming dispute 
conceals the 
imperialist 

plans, 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Statement of the Communist Party of Greece on recent developments in 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM), opposition to the 
Tsipra-Zaev agreement, USA-NATO-EU, nationalism and irrendentism 
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the real problems.
Since 1992, when the 

issue of the neighbouring 
country’s name was raised, 
after the dissolution of the 
former united Yugoslavia, the 
KKE elaborated a principled 
postulation, in order to 
promote the friendship 
between the people, against 
the plans of the imperialists 
and the change of borders in 
the region.

It stood against the 
dominant nationalist trend 
that all the other political 
parties were cultivating.

Among these parties was 
Synaspismos (later SYRIZA) 
which, alongside New 
Democracy and PASOK, was 
signing joint communiques 
attacking the KKE and fuelling 
the anti-Communist hysteria.

The KKE bases its 
positions on the undisputed 
fact that Macedonia is a large 
geographic region which 
shared between four Balkan 
countries on the basis of the 
Treaty of Bucharest, signed 
by Venizelos in 1913, divided 
respectively to Greece 51%, 
Serbia 39% (FYROM), Bulgaria 
9,5%, and Albania 0,5%.

To dispute this fact, with 
slogans such as “Macedonia 
is only Greek”- meaning the 
whole geographic region of 
Macedonia- opens up the bag 
of Aeolus. It feeds nationalism 
and irredentism. It gives a push 
to those who covet a revision 
of International Treaties, 
such as Turkey’s ruling class 
which questions the Treaty of 
Lausanne. This how the time-
bomb of the Balkans could go 
off.

The KKE considers 
that the most significant 
issue is the safeguarding 
of the relations of 
peaceful co-operation, 

the safeguarding of the 
inviolability of the borders 
of the two countries, the 
change of the neighbouring 
country’s Constitution and the 
avoidance of every irredentist 
propaganda.

This the only way to cancel 
the whole basis that supports 
the unhistorical theory about 
a “Macedonian nation”. This 
is the only way to safeguard 
the exclusively geographic 
definition, if the name of 
the neighbouring country 
will finally include the term 
“Macedonia” or any derivative.

The SYRIZA-ANEL 
government has assumed 
a role of “flag-bearer” for 
NATO.

The government, through 
the so-called “geostrategic 
upgrading” policy, promotes 
the participation of the 
Greek capital in the loot 
that is taking place in 
the region. This is 
the other side of 
the anti-people 
policy.

The 
Greek 

bourgeois class expects to 
have a stronger recovery in 
the Balkans, to win positions 
in sectors that has prioritized, 
being benefited from the 
admission of these countries 
to the EU and NATO.

That is why it is willing to 
resolve issues on behalf of the 
capital, no matter if it opens 
up to great dangers for the 
Greek people and the other 
people of the region.

No to the poison of 
homeland mongering and 
capital’s cosmopolitanism.

The KKE calls upon 
the people to isolate those 
nationalist, fascist powers 
that exploit their legitimate 

concern in 
order to sow 
the poison of 
nationalism 
and 
homeland 
mongering. 
Among 

them is the 
criminal Golden 

Dawn, the 
political 
descendant 

of 

Nazism, during the period 
of which the Greek part 
of Macedonia was under 
Bulgarian occupation.

New Democracy and the 
other parties bear enormous 
responsibility, because with 
their stance they are “fishing 
in the blurred waters” of 
nationalism thus acquitting 
such forces. At the same 
time they give the chance to 
the government to present 
the dangerous Euro-Atlantic 
plans with the mantle of 
“progressiveness”.

 The people can walk 
their own promising road.

The common struggle and 
solidarity are their weapons 
against the plans of the capital 
and imperialists.

The developments impose 
vigilance, intensification 
of the workers’-people 
struggle and internationalist 
solidarity, against imperialist 
interventions and wars. 
This struggle is inseparably 
connected with the struggle 
for the people’s modern rights. 
It is tied to the struggle against 
all imperialist alliances, such as 
NATO and the EU, against the 
capitalist exploitative system 
itself and the power of the 
capital”.

Communist Party of 
Greece
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The Young Communist League’s new General Secretary, JOHNNIE 
HUNTER, has released a New Year’s address to mark the beginning of 
2019.

Dear Comrades

It brings me great 
pleasure to bring you New 
Year’s greetings as we usher 
in 2019 on behalf of the Young 
Communist League as your 
new General Secretary.

Having first joined the 
League in 2010 at the age 
of sixteen, I consider being 
elected to this position a great 
honour. It is often said in the 
British Labour Movement that 
“we walk on the shoulders 
of giants”. This is especially 
true of the previous general 
secretaries of the YCL, heroes 
such as William Rust, Walter 
Tapsell, John Gollan, Jimmy 
Reid and Mark Ashton. 

While I will never emulate 
these titans of our movement, 
I promise to do my utmost 
in my time in office to work 
to build the League and 
support for Communism 
and the Communist Party 
amongst young workers and 
students in Britain. I pledge 
to do my utmost to lead 
our membership in the fight 
for peace, democracy and 
socialism. I trust that I can 
rely on every YCLer to do the 
same.

In passing I would like 
to give special thanks to 
our recent previous general 
secretaries Owain Holland, 
who will continue to serve 
on the League’s Executive 
Committee as Industrial 
Officer, and Zoe Hennessy. 
In their time both Zoe and 
Owain have served the 
League diligently and with 
great determination. Their 
contribution is evidenced in 
the progress which the YCL 
has made over the period.

The last two years 
have been important and 
promising for the League. 
Our membership has 
grown. New branches have 
been established across 
the country. Our level of 
organisation has increased. 
Our ability to mobilise has 
been strengthened. Most 
importantly our ability to 
communicate communist 
policies and politics to young 
workers and students in 
Britain has advanced markedly. 

However there is so much 
left to be done. We remain far 
from where we need to be 
as an organisation. The task 
before us is a significant one. 
This fact was acknowledged 

in no uncertain terms at out 
49th Congress in November. 

Yet this is no reason to 
lament. And we do not. Not 
for a single moment. Our 
recent Congress was our most 
successful since refoundation. 
It was characterised by 
optimism and growing 

confidence. Congress has given 
the new Executive Committee 
and the entire membership 
a clear line of march for the 
next two years.

The tasks for the YCL in 
2019 are clear. Recruitment 
and increasing the membership 
of the League remains the 
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utmost priority. There is no 
reason why our membership 
cannot be doubled – or more 
– in short order. Initiatives and 
new materials at a national 
level for 2019 are being 
prepared with this in mind. 
Recruitment however remains 
the responsibility of each and 
every member and each and 
every branch. Identify who in 
your school, college, university, 

workplace or community can 
be brought into our ranks. 
Drawing in the best of our 
class and the most militant 
activists is essential.

Hand in hand with this 
task is the necessity of 
strengthening our existing 
branches and building new 
branches in areas where we 
currently lack an organised 
presence. The new Executive 

Committee has identified 
priority areas for 2019 but all 
members are expected to take 
the initiative and work to build 
a branch in their area where 
there is not one already. If not 
you, who? If not now, when?

The organised branch 
is the basic democratic 
unit of the League. Where 
branches are strong, we are 
strong. This is true both in 
terms of recruitment and 
influence. While we continue 
to work hard to incorporate 
new forms of organisation, 
propaganda and agitation, 
there remains no substitute 
for ground level, daily activism 
in communities, campuses and 
workplaces.

These organisational tasks 
of the League do not exist 
in isolation to our political 
priorities and our duty 
to Britain’s working class. 
Indeed, they are inseparably 
intertwined.

Our ability to fulfil that 
duty and the difficulties we 
face will be determined by 
our success, or failure, in 
building the League and the 
Communist Party. The British 
working class is assailed on all 
sides by challenges and a ruling 
class determined to maintain 
its position at all costs.  Chief 
among these obstacles is the 
absence of a mass Communist 
movement in Britain. Until the 
Party and the YCL are able to 
provide leadership and exert 
mass influence among Britain’s 
workers any meaningful and 
long-term political advance will 
remain impossible.

What then are the political 
tasks and priorities of 2019? 
The removal of Theresa 
May’s unelected and inept 
Conservative Government 
on the one hand and leaving 
the European Union on the 
terms of a People’s Brexit on 
the other. Again, the success of 
one depends upon the success 
of the other. 

The Tories have now 
had a relatively freehand 
to implement devastating 
austerity policies across 
Britain since 2010. While the 
Labour Movement has won 
victories here and there, 
some minor, some significant, 
the Tories have been able to 
attack working people largely 
unhindered. Over the same 

period the wealth of the 
richest 1,000 people in Britain 
has increased from £258 
billion to £724 billion, or by 
over 280%. All the while wages 
have been stagnant. Benefits 
have been cut or withdrawn. 
Public services have been 
slashed. Productive industries 
have been ditched by vulture 
funds.

These developments have 
not occurred in isolation. 
The almost 3x increase in the 
wealth of this tiny portion of 
the population has been at 
the direct expense of working 
people. It represents nothing 
less than robbery. We have all 
seen the human costs of this 
in our own communities. 14 
million people living in poverty 
including 4.5 million children. 
Opportunities for education, 
training and jobs cut to the 
bone. Our generation thrown 
on the scrapheap.

Theresa May’s Government 
is now teetering. But it won’t 
fall without a push. That push 
must be on delivering Brexit.

The Tories have never 
wanted to honour the result 
of the Brexit referendum. We 
should be very clear that the 
Conservatives would prefer to 
stay in the EU in one form or 
another with some tinkering 
around the arrangement 
(other than bizarre individuals 
on their far right such as 
Jacob Rees-Mogg who dream 
of turning Britain into an 
off-shore tax haven come 
sweatshop). This would be a 
direct assault on what little 
democracy we have in this 
country. This should give pause 
for thought for those on the 
left still advocating that Britain 
remain in the EU.

The Brexit vote was 
unambiguous. The Communist 
Party and the YCL have 
always been clear on this. 
The peoples of Britain voted 
for a break with the EU and 
its Single Market, Customs 
Union and Court of Justice 
anti-trade union rulings 
which have driven down 
wages and conditions and 
allowed big business to do 
what it wants, including 
the super-exploitation of 
migrant workers. A break 
with these institutions is 
exactly what is meant by a 
People’s Brexit. Nothing more 
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and certainly nothing less 
than fully implementing the 
democratic will expressed in 
the referendum.

It should be remembered 
that a People’s Brexit would 
not just be a blow for 
workers and youth in Britain. 
It is the common view of 
the Communist Youth across 
Europe that the EU is anti-
democratic, anti-worker and 
unreformable. Brexit could be 
the first mortal blow against 
the EU and an act of solidarity 
to workers across Europe.

Some have commented 
that at present working people 
seem powerless to intervene 
in this political pantomime. 
Despite the scandals and 
infighting the Tories have held 
on for eight years now. The 
so-called Brexit ‘debate’ has 
deliberately been conducted 
only between the politicians 
of ruling class parties. 
Negotiations have been held 
in great secrecy, behind closed 
doors. How can working 
people seize the initiative 
and resolve this crisis in our 
interests?

As Communists we 
know that, with people’s 
power, with an organised 
working class, we are never 
powerless. This is not tired, 
ultra-left sloganeering. This 
a reminder that we cannot 
accept political struggle within 
the confines which the ruling 
class have made for us both 
in terms of removing the Tory 
Government and achieving a 
People’s Brexit. Both these 
objectives are entirely possible 
and now, as we enter 2019, 
there has never been a greater 

opportunity to seize them. 
Recent events in France are a 
timely reminder of just how 
fragile the control of the ruling 
class can be.

The Government’s 
Brexit deal is apparently 
doomed to failure. The 
left must be prepared for 
the eventuality that this 
could produce a general 
election. If the Government 
is able to cling on, the left 
and the Labour Movement 
must make it impossible 
for them to implement any 
short of a People’s Brexit. 
In these circumstances the 
Government would be forced 
to call a general election. How 
can we achieve this with our 
small numbers? Mobilise in 
your branch, have discussions 
in your communities, 
campuses, workplaces and 
union branches, use the new 
materials published by the CP 
and YCL.

In the immediate term, 
only the Labour Party is in a 
position to defeat the Tories 
and form a government. 
They will only do this if 
they commit to a People’s 
Brexit and respect the 
result of the referendum. 
While Communists will 
work to achieve this our 
priority everywhere and 
always remains building 
the Communist movement 
and the organised working 
class, including our own 
electoral base. A left Labour 
Government under Corbyn 
or otherwise will be doomed 
to betray, defeat or internal 
sabotage in the absence of a 
strong Communist movement 

and a militant trade union 
movement.

Comrades,
As we begin a new year I 

am filled with optimism for the 
League and for our class.

Some on the left lament. 
It is easy to lament. Some 
comment that no progress 
has been made in Britain by 
the Labour Movement in 
many years. They are wrong. 
The wheels of history never 
stop. The working class has 
been adapting but it has never 
accepted defeat. The period 
of stagnation and decline in 
Britain is over.

For Communists it is a 
dereliction of duty to succumb 
to despair. While we always set 
out to evaluate the concrete 
position of the struggle and act 
on that basis, we carry with 
us an optimism in the very 
best of humanity and in the 
historical role of the working 
class.

While much hangs in 
the balance, 2019 can be 
the year in which we finally 
rid ourselves of this Tory 
Government and break the 
shackles of the EU Bosses 
Club. 

2019 should also be 
a turning point for our 
organisation. We should aim 
to massively increase our 
membership and our ability to 
organise. The only limit on our 
ability to achieve this is our 
own will to win.

As Communists we have 
a proud history in Britain and 
across the planet. If history 
has one lesson it is that spirt 
of working people is truly 
indomitable. This fact is an 

endless source of strength 
– both as we begin the new 
year and later, as we throw 
ourselves into struggles the 
year promises to bring.

Communism is not about 
historical navel gazing or 
endlessly obsessing over 
developments in other 
countries. Young Communists 
must work to make 
Communist politics relevant to 
the struggles and daily lives of 
the British youth and workers. 
Begin with the local and day to 
day issues and the national and 
the international will follow. 
The best tribute you can pay 
to our historical forebearers 
and the best act of solidarity 
to comrades around the 
world is to build a strong and 
disciplined Young Communist 
League in Britain. 

As ever comrades, you 
must be the change you want 
to see.

If I could humbly make 
a recommendation for your 
New Year’s resolution. For 
YCLers, rededicate yourself 
to the struggle in 2019 and 
do your utmost to build 
the League. For those yet 
to join Britain’s Communist 
movement, join the Party, join 
the League, join the struggle 
for socialism in our lifetime!

Long live the International 
Communist Youth!

Peace, jobs and socialism!

Johnnie Hunter is the 
General Secretary of 
the Young Communist 
League.
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Foreign media catch all 
opportunities to paint 
the current Italian 

Government as 
a bunch of 
irresponsible, racist 
and incompetent 
populists. 
However, they 
never explain 
why the Italian 
people 
have 

become so desperate and 
angry that they voted for them 
in mass. Italy is indeed still in 
the midst of its most terrible 

economic crisis during 
peacetime: GDP per capita 
is still 8.8% lower than in 
2007, the unemployment 
rate is at 10.5% and 

almost 300,000 
people leave 
Italy every 

year.
The 

situation 
is particularly 

bleak for the 
Italian youth 
because 
university 
studies, 
knowledge 

of foreign languages 
and unprecedented 
flexibility have failed 
to materialise in jobs, 
opportunities and 
financial independence: 

for most the only 
opportunity that 
the European 

Union offers 
is emigration 
as waiters in 
London, Berlin 
or Paris.  

It is thus unsurprising 
that on March 4th, 2018 
this blind rage translated 
into those electoral results: 
vertical collapse for the liberal 
cosmopolitan left, irrelevance 
of Silvio Berlusconi and 
ascent of the two largest 
protest parties. 
These, the 
Movement 
5 Stars 
and the 
Northern 
League, are strange bedfellows 
and represent different 
social instances, respectively 
the destitute Southern Italy 
and the bankrupt petty 
bourgeoisie of the North. 
However, they both are aware 
that the survival of their social 
base depends on the end 
of EU mandated austerity 
policies. 

This would be great if 
these parties had in their 
basic inspiration 
and in their 
ideological 
framework the 
capacity and 
willingness to 
open 

an alternative to the current 
neoliberal phase. Clearly 
excluding any revolutionary 
illusions, this Government 

could question the model 
of EU-wide permanent 
underdevelopment for the 
sole benefit of the large 
German capital and of few 

subordinated value chains 
in second-tier areas, with 
the third-tier areas meant 
only for food production 
and Mediterranean holidays. 
However, this would 
necessarily require two 
choices that these two 

forces have never been 
willing to take.

First, 
Italy 
would 
need to 

reassume 

A SAD COMEDY:
ITALY AND THE 
EUROPEAN UNION
The YCL’s Italian sister organisation, the FEDERAZIONE GIOVANILE 
COMUNISTA ITALIANA, discusses the new Italian Government and the role 
of the European Union in fostering right-wing ‘populism.
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sovereignty in budgetary, 
monetary, tax and labour 
issues to break free from 
the Maastricht cage and 
repristinate the role of the 
State in the economy. Secondly, 
there must be a minimum 
rebalancing from profits and 
rents towards wages (direct, 
indirect and delayed) with a 
more progressive taxation, a 
fight against EU-allowed tax 
elusion and some form of 
wealth tax. These are the two 
minimum prerequisites for any 
real change in Italy. 

As the sad comedy of 
December has shown, the 
Italian Government is not 
willing to do either of the two. 
Proposals for renationalisation 
of the highway monopoly 
left the place for further 
privatisations. Intentions of 
deconsolidate investment 
expenditures from the budget 
deficits became further cuts to 
school, local administrations 
and environment protection. 
Laughably, the forecasted 
budget deficit over GDP 
has been decreased from an 
already little 2.4% to a 2.04%, 
only to be further decreases 
having lowered the GDP 
estimates. As Tsipras once did, 
also the Movement 5 Stars 
and the Northern League 
have quickly submitted to the 
European Commission: no 
deviation from the neoliberal 
orthodoxy is allowed. 

Moreover, the Government 
has severely reduced its scope 
and renegaded on its main 
promises. First, the proposed 
Universal Basic Income has 
become another subsidy 
to corporations, to fatten 
their profits at the expense 
of a real nation-wide wage 
floor. Secondly, the infamous 
Fornero pension reform is 
there to stay with minimal 
temporary adjustments. Finally, 
in its humiliating submission, 
the Government has already 
accepted harsh and regressive 
tax hikes and budget cuts 
which will be automatic in 
2020, 2021 and 2022, further 
constraining its potential for 
change in the coming years. 

As FGCI, we thus identify 
in this total submission to the 
European Union the hypocrisy, 
the reactionary character 
and the structural incapacity 
of progressive change of 
this Government. We clearly 
denounce the irreformability 
of the European Union, as 
neoliberal, imperialist and 
capitalist project to restrict 
democracy in favour of an 
unelected technocracy. The 
European Union, the Euro 
and the NATO are the three 
external  constraints binding 
our democracy and tarping 
our progress: whoever 
endorses them or submits 
to them cannot be our ally. 
However, we notice that the 

present Government has for 
the first time raised the right 
questions in the political arena: 
for as hypocrite as it may 
be, the previous seven years 
saw four Governments by 
the Democratic Party which 
openly endorsed unquestioned 
these EU dogmas. 

As FGCI we thus operate 
in a partially more favourable 
environment, because the 
topics we raise are now on the 
public square. Nevertheless, 
we must demonstrate the 
hypocrisy of the Government 
and the reactionary character 
of the Europhile parliamentary 
opposition. This poses us new 
challenges, which we are trying 
to address. Crucially we need 
to better prepare ideologically 
our militants, since the 
sophisms of Government 
and parliamentary opposition 
become subtler: gone are the 
days of the easy opposition 
to Silvio Berlusconi. Secondly, 
we must channel our message 
of progressive proletarian 
internationalism, opposed to 
the Government’s nationalism 
and the opposition’s capitalist 
cosmopolitanism.

In addition, as an 
extraparliamentary 
organisation, we need to 
step up our presence in the 
schools outside large cities 
and in the South, where the 
submission to the European 
Union will most blatantly 

manifest in precarious ever-
changing teachers, crumbling 
schools and limited job 
opportunities for graduates. 
Finally, we strongly need to 
connect with other young 
communist organisations 
in Europe to retain our 
militants emigrating abroad 
and to offer an alternative of 
proletarian internationalism 
to all migrants, EU citizens or 
not. However, looking back 
to the last year, we are quite 
confident in our progresses 
and we had a good national 
organisation conference in 
November, when we planned 
for the year ahead.

The current Italian 
Government is a bunch of 
irresponsible, racist and 
incompetent reactionaries, 
exactly like the current 
parliamentary opposition and 
the European Commission. 
Nevertheless, the Italian 
people are now understanding 
this. Our duty as FGCI is thus 
to channel the anger of the 
destitute Italian youth towards 
a future of peace, progress and 
prosperity: that is communism. 

Department of 
International Affairs
Federazione Giovanile 
Comunista Italiana
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Q1. What is the 
European Union 
(EU)?

The European 
Union is a political 

and economic 
union of 28 Member 

States with an 

estimated population of about 
513 million. Its origins lie 
in post-war reconstruction 
and the Cold War, when the 
first attempts were made to 
construct a political, military 
and economic power bloc in 
Western Europe. Although the 
plans to establish a pro-NATO, 
anti-Soviet European

Defence Community and 
European Political 
Community were 
defeated in 1954, the 
European Iron and 
Steel Community 
survived to form the 
basis of the European 
Economic Community 
in 1957 alongside the 
new European Atomic 
Energy Community 
(Euratom). 

The UK joined the 
European Communities 

in 1973, despite widespread 
opposition on the left and in 
the labour movement. Since 
then, the EU—as it became—
has taken big steps towards 
that original goal of a political, 
military and economic union. 

The EU has since 
developed an internal Single 
Market and a Customs Union 
through a standardised 
system of Rules, Directives 
and Regulations which apply 
in all Member States to 
major areas of the economy 
(notably competition, 
trade, investment, 
agriculture, fisheries, 
public finances, VAT 
and trading standards), 
employment and social 
policy (including hours 
of work, leave, health 
and safety, gender 

equality and consumer 
rights), and the environment 
(including pollution and waste 
management). 

Q2. How is the EU 
structured?

The heads of state or 
government of the EU 

Member States meet as a 
European Council at least 
four times a year. They and 
their subsidiary councils of 
ministers in specific matters 
give political direction to the 
development and operation 
of EU policies. In reality, the 
EU Commission (nominated 
between the Member States 
and the Council) uses its 
treaty-based powers to initiate, 
draft and police EU legislation 
and control the operations 
of the EU. The President of 
the Commission is currently 
Jean-Claude Juncker (who 
when Prime Minister turned 
Luxembourg into a major 
corporate tax haven). There 
is a European Parliament of 
751 MEPs elected every five 
years in national or regional 
constituencies who have very 
limited powers (see Q12).  

Q3. What are the basic EU 
Treaties?

As a result of the 2009 
Treaty of Lisbon (the 

‘Constitutional Treaty’), 
these are the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU, based on the 
1957 Treaty of Rome) and the 
Treaty on European Union 
(TEU, based on the 1992 
Maastricht Treaty amended by 

In the run up to 29 March 2019, as the fight for a People’s Brexit reaches 
a pivotal point, the Communist Party has produced an essential Q&A on 

the negotiations and how a progressive exit from the EU can be won

questions and answers
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the 1998 Amsterdam Treaty)  
The peoples of France and 
the Netherlands had rejected 
a European Constitution 
in referendums in 2005. 
Referendums planned for the 
UK and five other EU Member 
States were then cancelled. 

The Constitution was 
repackaged as the Treaty of 
Lisbon and rejected in the 
only referendum allowed, in 
the Irish Republic in 2008. 
The result was reversed by 
another referendum in 2009 
and the Treaty finally adopted. 
It introduced Qualified 
Majority Voting in the Council 
of Ministers (the UK has 
about 8% of the votes), an 
unelected President of the 
Commission, an unelected 
High Representative for 
Foreign and Security Policy 
and a substantial military 
dimension for the EU.    

Q4. What are the EU’s 
‘four freedoms’? 

EU Treaties and Directives 
aim to ensure the free 
movement of goods, services, 
capital and labour within the 
internal market (and the free 
movement of capital between 
Member States and the 
outside world). The EU ‘right 
of establishment’ empowers 
companies in one EU country 
to set up and conduct 
operations in any other EU 
Member State.   

These ‘freedoms’ 
implement the principle of 
an ‘open market economy’ 
proclaimed five times in the 
TEU and TFEU. They are the 
main reasons why most of 
the big capitalist monopolies 
and big business organisations 
across Europe—including 
the CBI and Institute of 
Directors—support EU 
membership.

This ‘open market 
economy’ and its ‘freedoms’ 
have contributed (along 
with an overvalued pound 
and high interest rates) to 
the huge unbalancing of 
Britain’s economy since 1973: 
unregulated imports and the 
shift of production to low-
cost regions of Europe have 
helped reduced manufacturing 
employment by more than 
4m and shrunk the sector’s 
share of GDP from 32% to 

9%; unlimited capital exports 
have increased dependency on 
inward investment; Britain’s 
balance of payments relies 
even more heavily on profits 
from exploitation overseas; 
and the domestic economy is 
now dangerously over-reliant 
on financial, property and 
other services.    

Q5. What about the free 
movement of people?

The free movement of 
labour and workers is also 

presented in EU treaties as the 
‘free movement of persons’, 
in the attempt to humanise 
the main aim of maximising 
profit through the exploitating 
mobile labour power. 

For travel, work and 
residency within the EU 
‘Schengen Area’ of 22 Member 
States (due to become 26), 
passport and most other 
controls have been abolished 
(although some were partly 
reintroduced during the 2015 
migrant crisis). The UK and 
the Republic of Ireland are 
not part of the Schengen Area 
and so still have the power 
to operate passport controls 
within the EU. 

The EU’s ‘free movement 
of labour’ principle and its 
Posted Workers

Directive empower 
companies to employ and 
transfer workers across

national borders, 
sometimes undermining local 
pay, conditions and trade union 
agreements.  

Q6. How is the EU Budget 
distributed?

There are usually nine 
EU Member States that 

contribute a net amount to 
the EU Budget and around 12 
countries that usually receive 
over one million

Euros from the Budget. 
The largest net contributor is 
Germany followed by France 
and Italy contributing about 
the same amount with the UK 
close behind. Poland is by far 
the largest net recipient of EU 
funding followed by Greece, 
Hungary, Spain, Belgium and 
Portugal. The EU spends more 
than one-third of its Budget 
on the Common Agricultural 
Policy, less than onequarter on 

regional development and 7% 
on aid to developing countries.

 
Q7. How much does the 
UK pay into the EU?

In 2017, the UK’s gross 
contribution to the EU 

Budget amounted to £18.6bn
(or £358m a week). 

Receipts from EU funds 
and Britain’s rebate added 
up to £4.1bn and £5.6bn, 
respectively. That leaves a 
net contribution from the 
UK to the EU of £8.1bn. In 
short, all the spending by EU 
funds in Britain is more than 
affordable in future from the 
savings of non-membership. 
In addition, up to £8bn a year 
would be available for extra 
spending on, say, housing, the 
NHS, education, social benefits, 
pensions and overseas aid or 
for National Debt repayment 
or tax reductions.

Q8. What is the European 
Court of Justice?

The ECJ is the highest 
court of the European 

Union in matters of EU law, 
but not national law unless 
this conflicts with EU Treaties 
and Directives. Its judges are 
nominated and approved by 
the Member States. 

In a series of rulings 
(the Viking, Laval, Ruffert, 
Luxembourg, AlemoHerron 
and Woolworths cases) the 
ECJ has upheld the right of 
companies to defy collective 
agreements and national 
and provincial legislation in 
their treatment of ‘posted’ 
(imported), outsourced 
and redundant workers. 
These judgements uphold 
EU business freedoms at 
the expense of local wages, 
conditions and the right of 
trade unions to strike in their 
Wdefence.

The ECJ is not to be 
confused with the European 
Court of Human Rights (see 
Q15)

Q9. What is the Eurozone?

Monetary union began in 
1990 and 19 EU Member 

States have adopted the Euro 
since 1999. In preparation, 
Britain entered the European 
Monetary System in 1990 

before crashing out with 
soaring interest rates, prices 
and unemployment on ‘Black 
Wednesday’, September 1992.

Prime Minister Tony Blair 
recommenced preparations 
by granting ‘independence’ to 
the Bank of England in 1997, 
but Chancellor Gordon Brown 
vetoed adopting the Euro in 
place of the pound. 

Operated by the 
European Central Bank and 
policed by the European 
Commission, Eurozone 
policy prioritises fiscal 
conservatism and low inflation 
above public investment, 
economic expansion and full 
employment. 

Q10. What is the European 
Central Bank?

The Treaty of Amsterdam 
established the ECB in 

1998 to ensure ‘price stability’ 
at a very low, calculated rate 
of inflation. 

The President of the ECB 
is Mario Draghi, formerly 
governor of the Bank of Italy, 
member of the World Bank 
and managing director of the 
Goldman Sachs international 
division. 

The Governing Council 
comprises the central bank 
chief governors of the 19 
Eurozone countries. The TFEU 
makes clear that the ECB must 
operate its monetarist policies 
independently of any elected 
or appointed EU or national 
Member State body. 

Q11. Is the EU to blame 
for austerity?

Right-wing governments are 
usually happy to cut social 

and welfare spending, privatise 
public assets and cut taxes for 
the rich and big business. 

The EU presses all Member 
State governments to do 
likewise. The TFEU’s Stability 
and Growth Pact subjects all 
Member States (not just the 
19 members of the Eurozone) 
to annual monitoring by the 
European Commission and 
the Council of Ministers. Every 
country must aim to limit 
public sector borrowing to 3% 
of GDP and debt to 60%. 

Breaches are subject to 
an Excess Deficit Procedure 
(EDP) to achieve this 
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‘convergence’. The UK 
was removed from the 
EDP recently as the Tory 
government’s austerity policies 
were on course to meet EU 
targets.

From 2010, the EU 
Commission-ECB-IMF ‘Troika’ 
granted loans and ‘bond swaps’ 
to eight EU Member States to 
assist the bail-outs of banks 
and financial systems. In return, 
national governments had 
to impose sweeping public 
spending cuts, tax rises and 
labour ‘flexibility’ reforms. 
Those that resisted were 
removed in 2011 and replaced 
by unelected technocrats 
acceptable to the ‘Troika’ (see 
Q12).

In December 2018, the 
EU Commission, ECB and 
bond markets forced the 
Italian government to cut 
spending on pensions and 
unemployment benefit, even 
though its budget obeyed the 
3% deficit rule. 

Q12. Is the EU 
democratic?

Although the European 
Parliament is directly 

elected, this is on a scale 
(one MEP per half a million 
electors—almost ten times 
the Westminster ratio) 
that breaks any organic link 
between the people and their 
representatives. 

The EU Parliament does 
not have the powers normally 
associated with parliaments 
in a democracy: to initiate 
legislation, appoint and 
control the executive (the 
government or in this case 
the Council of Ministers), 
determine the Budget or 
effectively call the civil 
service—the Commission— 
to account. Nor can it impinge 
on the ‘independence’ of 
the European Central Bank 
which controls the euro and 
monetary policy. The EU 
Parliament merely shares 
decision-making with the 
Council of Ministers to amend 
and approve any legislation 
brought to it by the EU 
Commission. Its other limited 
powers include treaty assent, 
Budget approval and dismissal 
of the Commission as a whole 
(the never-used ‘nuclear 
option’).

Pressure from the EU 
and its supporters has 
forced countries to re-run 
referendums that do not 
produce a pro-EU result (eg.
Denmark 1993, Ireland 2002 
and 2009). Other adverse 
referendum results have been 
circumvented (France and the 
Netherlands 2005). 

When elected 
governments in Greece and 
Italy refused to carry out 
stricter austerity policies 
in line with the EU Stability 
and Growth Pact, they were 
forced from office in 2011 by 
the ‘Troika’ (the Commission, 
ECB and IMF) and the financial 
markets, and replaced by 
unelected regimes headed 
by former top EU officials. 
In December 2018, the 
Commission and financial 
markets compelled the Italian 
government to abandon plans 
to boost unemployment 
benefits and pensions.   

Q13. Isn’t the EU a force 
for peace and stability in 
Europe and the world? 

The EU has expanded 
alongside NATO across 

eastern Europe, the Baltic 
states and other former Soviet 
republics to the borders of 
Russia. The Treaty on European 
Union commits EU Member 
States to rearmament and to a

Common Security and 
Defence Policy that will 
‘contribute to the vitality of a 
renewed Atlantic Alliance’.

Since the 1997 Amsterdam 
Treaty, the EU has developed 
a militarypolitical apparatus 
including the European 
Defence Agency, the European 
Defence Fund, the Military 
Planning and Conduct 
Capability HQ, the EU

Institute for Security 
Studies, the EU Satellite 
Centre and the European

Operational Rapid Force 
(the nucleus of EU armed 
forces). In 2017, 25 of the

28 Members States 
established PESCO 
(‘Permanent Structured

Organisation’) to carry 
forward the integration of 
their armed forces.

EU membership has not 
prevented members states 
from military intervention—
mostly unlawful—in Djibouti, 

Chad, Mauritania, Afghanistan, 
Zaire, Iraq, Kuwait, Serbia, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Somalia, Libya, 
Syria and elsewhere.

Q14. How important is 
Britain’s trade with the 
EU?

Since joining the European 
Economic Community in 

1973, the UK’s trade deficit in 
goods with the EU has grown 
to £95bn (2017). Although 
there is a trade surplus in 
services (£28bn), the UK’s 
overall trade balance with the 
EU is in deficit by £67bn. 

Beyond the EU, the UK 
has a trade surplus with the 
rest of the world of £41bn 
(the £83bn surplus on services 
outweighing the £42bn goods 
deficit).

The UK sells 44% of its 
exports to the EU (down from 
53% in 1998) and is

jointly the biggest market 
for EU exports along with the 
USA (16% each). The

EU 28’s share of world 
economic output has declined 
from 30% in 1980 to 17% 
today. 

Britain and the EU have a 
mutual interest in maintaining 
close trade relations—but 
economic relations with 
the rest of the world are 
becoming increasingly 
important.   

  
Q15. Would Brexit mean a 
loss of rights?

EU legislation has expanded 
some employment, 

environmental and consumer 
rights and standards. These 
were all transferred into 
British law by the EU 
(Withdrawal) Act 2018.

However, most of our 
rights and standards derive 
from domestic legislation—
much of it won only after 
determined campaigning by 
trade unions, pressure groups 
and other popular movements. 
This is true in terms of 
statutory pay, pensions, health 
and social care, trade union 
recognition, the right to strike, 
most equalities legislation, 
planning and the environment. 

UK rights and standards 
are often far superior to the 
minimum levels required by 
EU legislation (eg. working 

time regulations, maternity 
pay, traffic pollution and animal 
welfare). 

The Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU) forbids any EU 
measures to enforce the right 
to strike, minimum pay or 
protection against employer 
lock-outs. The EU has never 
defended rights and freedoms 
in Britain against anti-trade 
union and other repressive 
legislation. 

Instead, civil liberties in 
Britain have received some 
protection from the Council 
of Europe (established 
in 1949) to which all 47 
European states are affiliated. 
Neither this nor its European 
Convention and Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR) are 
related to the EU. 

In December 2014, jealous 
of its own powers, the EU 
Court of Justice ruled against 
European Union accession 
to the ECHR. In Britain, we 
will only lose our rights if we 
fail to defend them, whether 
outside or inside the EU.

Q16. Is Brexit racist?

The free movement of 
people within the EU 

has been accompanied 
by restrictions on people 
coming in from elsewhere. 
EU Member States such as 
Britain, Denmark, Sweden 
and the Netherlands have 
been pressured to raise 
their barriers to non-EU 
immigration. 

This ‘Fortress Europe’ 
policy has helped create the 
conditions in which violent 
racist attacks have increased in 
many EU Member States. 

The trade and investment 
agreements imposed upon 
countries in Africa by the 
EU have opened up their 
economies to privatisation (eg, 
water) and overdependence 
on a narrow range of 
exports, contributing to debt, 
destitution and mass migration. 

While many Leave voters 
in 2016 were concerned about 
immigration, opinion surveys 
(Ashcroft Polling, the TUC) 
show that their biggest issue 
was democratic control and 
national sovereignty. 

Misplaced fears about the 
impact of immigration on jobs 
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and public services should be 
countered with information 
and rational argument, not by 
falsely branding 17.4m people 
as racists. 

Q17. What is Theresa May 
proposing?

After triggering Article 50 
in March 2017 to leave 

the EU, the mostly pro-EU 
Tory Cabinet colluded with 
the EU Commission to 
produce a ‘bogus Brexit’ deal. 
This was a fall-back position if 
Brexit could not be reversed 
altogether. Under the original 
UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement 
and joint Political Declaration:

• The UK will leave the EU 
and its institutions on 
March 29, 2019 (Brexit 
Day). 

• The UK will remain part 
of the EU Single Market in 
most goods and services 
and the Customs Union 
during the ‘transition 
period’ until December 
31, 2020 (which can 
be extended for up to 
two years), bound by 
existing and new rules 
and Directives. Thereafter, 
if no future treaty has 
been negotiated, the UK 
would remain in a similar 
single market and customs 
territory, but outside the 
EU Common Agricultural 
Policy. 

• There should be a 
‘frictionless’ border 
between the UK/ 
Northern Ireland and the 
EU/ Irish Republic. Failure 
to reach an agreement 
on trade relations would 
mean that a ‘backstop’ 
would operate from the 
end of the transition 
period, whereby Northern 
Ireland stays aligned with 
EU Single Market and 
Customs Union rules 
and—for as long as the 
union between Britain and 
Northern Ireland exists—
so, too, by extension 
would Britain. That 
arrangement can only be 
changed legally with EU 
consent. 

• EU citizens and UK 
nationals and their family 
members will have 
guaranteed rights of 

continued residency and 
travel. 

• The UK will pay an 
estimated £39bn to the 
EU in order to meet past 
commitments to future 
EU expenditure. Most 
will not come to Britain 
or British citizens and a 
House of Lords report 
Brexit and the EU Budget 
(2017) claims that the UK 
legally owes nothing. 

• Disputes over 
interpretation of the 
Withdrawal Agreement 
will be decided according 
to ECJ rulings in matters 
of EU law, while British 
authorities will take 
these into account when 
deciding other matters. 

• Both sides will continue to 
coordinate their policies 
in areas such as taxation, 
professional qualifications, 
policing, judicial affairs, 
intellectual property 
rights and environmental 
protection. 

MPs rejected the 
Withdrawal Agreement on 
January 15, 2019. May has 
since offered to negotiate 
with the EU to modify the 
Irish ‘backstop’ (eg. with a 
time limit) while ensuring no 
‘hard border’ and ‘embed’ 
protections for workers’ 
rights and the environment. 
Tory Cabinet members and 
pro-EU MPs want to extend 
the Article 50 notice period, 
postponing Brexit Day and 
allowing time for a new pro-
EU Withdrawal Agreement or 
a second referendum.  

Q18. What about Scotland 
and Wales?

Brexit would transfer 
decision-making powers in 

64 areas of policy from the
EU and its Commission to 

both the Scottish Parliament 
and the National

Assembly of Wales. 
These areas include state 
aid to industry, public sector 
procurement, rail franchises, 
equalities legislation, 
agriculture, forestry, land 
use, carbon capture and 
storage, offshore oil and gas 
installations, environmental 
impact assessments and quality 
controls, planning consent, 
onshore hydrocarbon licences, 

radioactive shipments, animal 
welfare, food standards and 
public health and safety 
protection. 

In 47 additional areas, 
Scotland’s greater degree of 
devolution would mean new 
powers over renewable energy, 
rail markets and operating 
licences, social security and 
criminal justice including child 
sexual exploitation and human 
trafficking. 

There is every prospect 
that Scotland and Wales 
would develop policies that 
can only improve on the low 
standards set in Brussels and 
Westminster. 

‘Independence’ for 
Scotland and Wales inside 
the EU would mean (1) those 
powers remaining or going 
back to Brussels and (2) 
possible dislocation of trade 
relations with their biggest 
trading partner by far, namely, a 
postBrexit England.

Q19. What are the 
‘Norway +’ and ‘Canada +’ 
options?

As a member of EFTA 
(the European Free 

Trade Association), Norway 
participates alongside the EU 
in the European Economic 
Area (EEA), which is based on 
EU Single Market principles 
of the free movement of 
capital, labour, goods and 
services. EFTA also has its 
own less substantial free trade 
agreements with non-EU 
countries (mostly aligned with 
EU principles and standards). 

Norway therefore accepts 
almost all EU legislation and 
ECJ and EU Commission 
rulings on economic matters 
(except agriculture and 
fisheries) and contributes to 
relevant EU budgets. 

The EFTA countries are 
subject to EFTA Court rulings 
on market ‘freedoms’ and 
labour ‘flexibility’ and are part 
of the EU Schengen Area. 

A ‘Norway +’ arrangement 
signifies adding affiliation 
to the EU Customs Union, 
Euratom, the European 
Defence Agency or the EU 
VAT Area to EEA membership.

EFTA member Switzerland 
participates in Euratom and—
through its own non-EEA 
sectoral agreements—in the 

EU Single Market. 
Under the EU-Canada 

Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (CETA), 
trade tariffs on all industrial 
and most agricultural 
goods are being removed 
or capped. So are many 
barriers to investment, public 
procurement contracts 
and—with restrictions—the 
provision of services. EU Single 
Market rules do not apply, 
border checks on people and 
goods still operate and Canada 
will not contribute to EU 
funds.

State aid will be restricted 
and strict compensation 
rules apply in cases of 
nationalisation. Companies in 
the EU will be entitled to take 
the Canadian government to a 
disputes resolution tribunal.

Either side can withdraw 
from CETA with notice. For 
Britain, ‘Canada +’ could mean 
adding full access to each 
others’ financial markets and/
or accepting some or all EU 
Single Market rules. 

Q20. What if there’s a ‘no 
deal’ Brexit?

With no Withdrawal 
Agreement and 

transition period, Britain 
would be outside the EU and 
its Single Market and Customs 
Union—but would retain 
access to EU markets under 
WTO rules. 

As the pro-EU Tory 
government has deliberately 
failed to prepare for a 
real Brexit, this could 
cause significant—albeit 
temporary—economic 
dislocation. But forecasts of a 
‘catastrophe’ are wide of the 
mark. 

Britain is the world’s fifth 
biggest economic power. Most 
economic activity here—
around 85%—takes place 
independently of relations 
with the EU. Temporary and 
emergency arrangements 
could be negotiated. 
Otherwise,

UK-EU trade relations 
would be conducted under 
general WTO rules which 
(1) guarantee market access 
between WTO member states 
in most circumstances; (2) 
disallow discrimination by one 
member state against another, 
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unless a preferential trade 
agreement exists between 
them; (3) set universal limits 
on tariff or quota levels that 
can be imposed on imports; 
and (4) outlaw ‘dumping’ of 
under-priced exports on 
foreign markets. 

This would mean average 
EU tariffs on British exports of 
around 3%. But Britain’s trade 
deficit with the EU means that 
the Treasury could reimburse 
exporters in full from the 
tariffs on EU imports—and 
still have a £5bn annual surplus. 
Furthermore, trading on 
WTO rules would free British 
governments to reduce tariffs 
with non-EU countries, which 
account for 56% (and rising) 
of Britain’s exports and 46% 
of imports. Currently, 43% 
of Britain’s exports and 34% 
of imports are traded under 
WTO rules.

Outside the EU, Britain 
will remain a full participant 
in more than 70 international 
organisations including the UN 
and its affiliated bodies, the 
World Trade Organisation, the 
G8, the IMF, the International 
Labour

Organisation, the 
International Panel on Climate 
Change, the Council of Europe, 
the European Court of 
Human Rights, Interpol and— 
unfortunately—NATO. 

Q21. Would a no-deal 
Brexit mean a ‘hard 
border’ in Ireland?

There has been a Common 
Travel Area across all of 

Britain and Ireland since
1952 (and 1923-39 before 

then). Customs posts between 
the UK/ Northern

Ireland and the Irish 
Republic were dismantled in 
1993; the border has been 
open ever since despite 
continuing different rates 
of VAT, excise duty and 
corporation tax and the need 
to maintain separate national 
economic and financial 
accounts. Passport checks on 
non-EU nationals are carried 
out at Irish and British ports 
and airports.  

The EU Commission 
and its supporters in Ireland 
and Britain claim that Brexit 
could mean the return of a 
North-South ‘hard border’ (ie, 

infrastructure to check goods 
or passports), breaching the 
1998 Good Friday Agreement 
(GFA) and endangering peace.

There is no mention in the 
GFA of North-South border 
operations, economic relations 
or trade, nor any requirement 
for EU membership. 
Although the British and Irish 
governments and the EU 
have all declared that under 
no circumstances would they 
rebuild border infrastructure, 
the EU Commission is now 
insisting it would be necessary 
for both governments to do 
so if Northern Ireland does 
not remain within EU Single 
Market jurisdiction. 

As confirmed by the 
all-party Home Affairs 
Committee of the European 
Parliament report Hard 
Border 2.0 (September 2014), 
notification procedures, non-
border spot checks and new 
technology make a structural 
‘hard border’ across Ireland 
unnecessary, whether or not 
Britain and Ireland are in a 
European single market or 
customs union.

Anti-EU campaigners 
oppose the Irish ‘backstop’ 
because it could lock the UK 
into the EU Single Market 
and the Customs Union 
(see Q17). The DUP also 
oppose it because it (1) gives 
Northern Ireland a separate 
status from the rest of the 
UK and (2) could increase the 
pressure for Britain to break 
the unionist link in order to 
escape Single Market and 
Customs Union rules.

Q22. Isn’t a second 
referendum the 
democratic way forward?

The people were told 
that the June 2016 EU 

referendum would enable 
them to decide whether the 
UK—as a whole—would 
remain in or leave the EU. That 
exercise in popular sovereignty 
saw the biggest vote in 
Britain’s history. 

Nobody proposed 
beforehand that the result 
could or should be ignored as 
merely ‘advisory’.

The official campaigns 
on both sides put forward 
reactionary and dishonest 
arguments and the Remain 

side (which included the 
Tory government, most big 
City banks, the CBI and 
the Institute of Directors) 
outspent the Leave side by 
£19bn to £13bn (not counting 
the Tory government’s £9bn 
brochure). 

Normal democratic 
practice is that the results 
of a mass vote should be 
implemented before a 
similar vote occurs again. No 
conditions were attached to 
the size of the turnout or the 
majority needed for this to 
happen. 

According to the detailed 
Ashcroft analysis, the majority 
of—by any definition—
working class, unemployed, 
anti-capitalist, English, Welsh, 
Jewish and Sikh voters 
favoured Leave. 

The ‘People’s Vote’ (or 
Losers’ Vote) campaign is 
promoted by the same big 
business and political forces 
that bankrolled and organised 
the official Remain campaign in 
the 2016 referendum.  

Q23. Where does the 
Labour Party stand?

Labour’s official policy 
is to leave the EU and 

negotiate a new ‘customs 
union’ that would retain all 
the alleged ‘tariff-free trade’ 
benefits of EU membership. 
But the EU would almost 
certainly insist on including 
the free movement of capital 
and super-exploited labour, 
while restricting the terms 
on which Britain could reach 
trade agreements with non-EU 
countries.

A majority of Labour MPs 
would prefer to remain in 
the EU or, failing that, to stay 
aligned with its Single Market 
and Customs Union via EFTA 
and the EEA.

They also argue that the 
EU could be reformed from 
within—but who by? Most 
social-democratic parties in 
Europe have lost much of their 
support, having long backed 
the EU and austerity policies. 
Labour currently opposes 
May’s EU deal, claiming it 
jeopardises jobs, economic 
growth, future cooperation, 
etc., but also opposes a ‘No 
Deal’ exit on WTO rules.  

While the Shadow 

Cabinet’s official policy is to 
force the Tory government’s 
resignation through Commons 
votes, leading to a General 
Election, many Labour MPs 
prefer one of the secondary 
options agreed at the 2018 
party conference—a second 
referendum (‘People’s 
Vote’)—in the hope that it 
will overturn the result of 
the first. Some Labour MPs 
support extending Article 50 
and postponing Brexit Day in 
order to secure a new proEU 
deal or a second referendum.  

Q24. What would be best 
for Britain’s workers and 
peoples?

The left cannot base its 
strategy on a perspective 

of permanent defeat and right-
wing rule in Britain. In its 2017 
General Election manifesto, 
Labour put forward a raft of 
left and progressive policies to: 

• Boost infrastructure 
investment with central 
bank credit (‘People’s 
Quantitative Easing’)

• Support small business, 
cooperatives, R&D and 
innovation through 
national and regional 
investment and 
development banks.

• Direct corporate 
investment into distressed 
areas.

• Support public and 
social sector companies 
competing against private 
ones and promote public 
ownership of rail services, 
energy, water and the 
Royal Mail.

• Maintain public and 
private sector banking 
facilities in local 
communities.

• Pursue trade policies 
which safeguard rights and 
public services, subsidise 
exports and guarantee 
new jobs.

• Make public sector 
contracts conditional on 
tax compliance, trade 
union recognition, equal 
opportunities and training 
provision. 

• Make employees the 
‘buyer of first refusal’ 
when their company is put 
up for sale.

• Amend company law so 
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directors have a legal duty 
to workers, customers, 
the environment and the 
public interest as well as 
to shareholders. 

• End the exploitation 
of migrant labour and 
stop ‘overseas-only’ 
recruitment.

• Develop fair immigration 
rules to replace EU 
freedom of movement. 

• Restrict VAT to its current 
range of goods and 
services.

These policies would 
almost certainly breach: the 
EU Stability & Growth Pact’s 
borrowing and debt limits; ECJ 
rulings (see Q8); EU Directives 
on the railways, postal services, 
public sector procurement, 
‘posted’ workers, VAT and the 
protection of shareholders and 
creditors; the Fourth Railway 
Package; the VAT Action Plan; 
and TFEU Articles 18 (against 
national discrimination), 
20 and 21 (migration and 
residency rights), 28-30 (EU 
Customs Union and tariffs), 32 
(EU Commission monopoly 
of trade negotiations), 37 
(regulation state monopoly 
procurement), 45 and 46 (free 
movement of workers), 49 and 
50 (right of establishment), 56 
(freedom to provide services), 
59 (liberalisation of services), 
63 (free movement of capital), 
101 (banning supplementary 
public sector contract 
conditions), 106 (protecting 
competition against state 
monopolies), 107 (restricting 
state aid to industry), 110 
(banning tax discrimination 
against EU products), 113 
(harmonisation of excise 
duties and turnover taxes) 

and 123 (banning central bank 
credit and bond purchases).

A left-led Labour 
government would face 
enough political and big 
business opposition from 
within and internationally, 
without becoming embroiled 
in an endless series of political 
and legal conflicts with EU 
treaties, rules and institutions.

  
Q25. Why a ‘People’s 

Brexit’?

The people have spoken

17.4 million electors rejected 
the scares that voting Leave 
would cause an immediate 
recession, mass unemployment, 
an emergency budget and 
a swing to the far right. 
Election results should be 
implemented—not cancelled 
by the losers in a second 
referendum.

Popular sovereignty not 
EU rule

Brexit reaffirms the right of 
the people to decide their 

own future. It provides the 
opportunity to return powers 
not only to Westminster but 
also to local government, 
regional assemblies and the 
Scottish and Welsh legislatures 
in a federal Britain. 

General Election now!

The political crisis around 
Brexit shows how the Tory 

government and many
MPs are out of touch and 
fundamentally hostile to 
popular sovereignty. A
General Election will provide 

the opportunity to elect a 
government that represents 
the interests and aspirations 
of working people and 
their families, including 
in negotiations on future 
relations with the EU.  

For left and progressive 
policies

A left-led Labour 
government must be 

free from EU Single Market 
and Customs Union rules in 
order to introduce policies 
that serve the interests of the 
working class majority, not the 
capitalist few.

Invest to mend ‘broken 
Britain’

The government in Britain 
must use money saved 

by leaving the EU— including 
some of the £39bn—
to maintain the public 
spending levels in former EU 
programmes (to which the 
UK was a net contributor). 
EU rules and directives will 
no longer outlaw policies 
to promote infrastructure 
investment, manufacturing, 
economic planning, public 
ownership and regional 
development.

Full rights for all workers

Instead of the EU big business 
‘freedom’ to super-exploit 

migrant workers, labour 
markets should be regulated 
by collective bargaining and 
progressive legislation. Equal 
rights are best protected by 
trade union strength, free from 
the anti-worker rulings of the 

EU Court of Justice. 

No to a military, 
imperialist EU

Leaving the EU must 
also include Britain 

withdrawing completely from 
all the military structures and 
programmes authorised by the 
2009 Treaty of Lisbon. Franco-
German pressure for further 
armed forces integration 
underlines the danger of EU 
expansion and intervention 
having an openly military 
dimension.    

This Communist Party 
Pamphelt is available free 
online at www.issuu.com/
communist_party/docs/
the_eu_and_brexit_q_a_
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I doubt it would be egotistical 
of me to say I need no 
introduction. As the former 

General Secretary and chair 
of the organisation this will be 
my third full term on the YCL 
executive Committee.

As someone who has been 
a member of the League/Party 
since 2011 and who’s final 
term will take me over the 
membership age threshold I 
very much see my role on the 
EC as advisory.

The EC will retain the 8 
years worth of experience I 
have gained and seek to pass 
on to those now entering 
leadership positions. I am 
now the lead trade union 
representative in my union in 
our workplace of over 1,600 
employees and as such must 
necessarily focus my activities 
there however this places me 
well to provide advice and 

guidance on industrial issues.
Over the course of 

nearly a decade I have seen 
the organisation change 
substantially, for the better. 
We are larger and stronger 
with a bigger reach and effect 
than before however we 
face substantial challenges; 
its no secret we are not 
demographically representative 
of our class and that’s 
something we must do our 
best to address.

There are also wider 
questions around identity and 
class politics that must be 
worked through dialectically 
to achieve balance before 
engaging with the Party and 
the wider movement.

 
Owain Holland

THE YCL’S NEW 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The following comrades were elected to the Executive Committee of 
the YCL following our 49th Congress in London on 24 November 2018 
(statement on page 5).

The new Executive held its first meeting on 20 December 2018 electing 
new officers to carry forward the decisions of the 49th Congress in the 
struggles of the next two years.

Challenge takes this opportunity to introduce you to your new EC in a bit 
more detail - and remember - they’re elected to serve the League and 
each and every member!

Owain HOlland industrial Officer

CORNWALL BRANCH
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I’m very pleased to have 
been elected to the new EC. 
I have some big boots to fill 

and I will try my very best to 
do so.

We stand at a critical time 
for our movement, we have 
teetered on the brink for 
some time but we are now 
becoming a more stable and 
rapidly grown organisation.

Having been in the League 
since early 2016, and present 
at the 48th Congress I can 
state that the League has 
made huge advance over the 
past few years, and the 49th 
Congress showed how much 
a great leap forward we have 
made in just two years.

I hope I can contribute 
significantly in my role as 
Agitprop Officer by making 
sure we are a well presented 

and visually consistent 
organisation, with a well run 
website and social media 
accounts, along with a 
significant selection of leaflets 
available for League use. 

And I very much 
hope to be involved with 
a breakthrough in the 
organisation in the Greater 
Midlands, to ensure we have 
a solid base between the 
key branch of London and 
Manchester.

Between this and 45 hours 
a week at KFC I’ve my work 
cut out for me, but I think 
I can pull it off. Red salute 
comrade and I hope to serve 
you well.

James McLelland

I am 24 years old. I come 
from Lanarkshire in 
Scotland. I am a member of 

Glasgow Branch of the Young 
Communist League.

I joined the Party and the 
YCL when I turned sixteen 
and have been a member for 
over eight years now. 

I was elected as Scottish 
Organiser of the YCL in 2011, 
a position which I have held 
for seven years. However I am 
now stepping down to focus 
on my new duties a General 
Secretary. There are now four 
functioning YCL Branches in 
Scotland: Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. I have 
previously served as Glasgow 
Branch Secretary of the YCL. 
I have been a member of the 
Scottish Committee of the 
Party since 2011. I was elected 

to the Party’s NEC at the 
recent Congress in November 
2018.

I have served on the 
Executive Committee of the 
YCL since 2014. I previously 
served as Chair of the YCL 
for three years and have been 
editor of the YCL’s journal, 
Challenge for four years.

I feel honoured and 
privileged to have been 
elected as your new General 
Secretary. I promise to devote 
my energies to building the 
League and leading us in the 
struggles our class will face in 
2019.

I trust that I can rely on 
each and every member to 
join me in this. 

 
Johnnie Hunter

JOHnnie Hunter

James mclelland

General secretary
cHallenGe editOr

aGitPrOP Officer

GLASGOW BRANCH

MIDLANDS BRANCH
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I’m relatively new to the 
YCL having joined half way 
through 2018, into the 

Glasgow branch.
Despite being a newcomer, 

I was struck by the lack of 
women’s representation in the 
organisation and was keen to 
take on the task of addressing 
this as it takes women taking 
the initiative and confidence to 
recruit and mobilise women.

This represents a 
particularly crucial task 
when confronted with 
the reality that without 
communist women’s leaders, 
our movement will fail to 
represent and organise half of 
the population of the working 
class, which capitalism relies 
upon in the workplace and the 
home.

In spite of this, what 
also struck me upon joining 
the YCL was how my 
comrades were just like me 

in many ways. This stood in 
contradiction to my previous 
perception that politics 
was something alien to me, 
something to be debated in a 
parliament or a dreary news 
broadcast at 6 o’clock.

They spoke like me, came 
from the same working class 
families or communities 
and were taking initiative 
to actually change things 
themselves, instead of waiting 
for politics to be delivered to 
them from the political class.

I look forward in the next 
two years to working on the 
EC to build the confidence 
of women comrades, develop 
them into leaders and bring on 
a fresh wave of female recruits 
to take communist leadership 
into the workplace and the 
home.

 
Holly Morcos

I joined the youth of the 
Communist Party of Spain 
(PCE) in Valencia in 2005 

and was an active member till 
2013 when I moved to Britain. 
I was Organisational Secretary 
and Treasurer in my local 
branch and later elected for 
the same responsibility for the 
Executive Committee for the 
JCPV, the youth of the Party in 
the autonomous region of the 

Valencian country.
While I studied at 

University, I took part in the 
establishment of a student’s 
union at local level, FEU, and at 
a regional level, FEPV.

Once in Britain I joined 
the CPB and the YCL, and I am 
also a member of Unite.

Julio Romero Johnson

HOlly mOrcOs

JuliO rOmerO 
JOHnsOn

marxist-leninist 
educatiOn Officer

wOmen’s Officer

GLASGOW BRANCH

NEWCASTLE BRANCH
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I’m glad to be re-elected to 
the EC for this term. The 
last EC worked well and I 

was glad to be on it. 
However, I think it’s good 

that the EC has been refreshed 
after what was a successful 
and interesting Congress. 

The YCL is entering a 
crucial phase and the next two 
years will be hugely important, 
the EC needs to ensure 
that the League’s growth 
and development continues 
and will need to be at the 
forefront of our organisation, 
working with and supporting 
our cadres throughout the 
country.

 Coming from Glasgow 

from a Party family, my 
experiences of the Party and 
the League may be different to 
others in the YCL who have 
not grown up and developed 
around other cadres. 

However, I am keen to 
ensure that over the next 
two years all of our members 
both old and new are able 
to get more involved in 
their Branches, Districts and 
Nations, as well as the new 
Central Committee which I’m 
eager to get results from.

I look forward to working 
with all of you. Onwards and 
upwards

Peter Stoddart

I’m delighted to be elected 
to the executive committee 
for this term.
The last executive 

committee had done an 
excellent job over the past 
two years and they will be a 
hard group to follow. But I 
have no doubt that the new 
executive committee can and 
make greater advances.

This years congress was 
the 49th congress since the 
YCL’S birth. It was also my 
first congress this year and 
it was great experience 
with the sheer amount of 
YCL delegates there. The 
level of debate was excellent 
throughout the congress and it 
had to be for our constitution 
to be correct for the executive 
committee to deliver on the 
resolutions and amendments.

The YCL is at a crucial 
stage in the development of 

our members and the current 
growth of new membership 
throughout Britain.

Coming from the Glasgow 
branch of the YCL, I have 
seen the branch grow at a 
substantial rate but we know 
as a branch it needs to be 
better, over the next two years 
we want to at least double our 
membership and make our 
mark on Glasgow.

I’ve been in the party 
and YCL for 6 years now 
and when I joined I wasn’t 
initially hopeful for the future 
of the league with the lack 
of members and activity. 
But seeing how far we’ve 
progressed over the last two 
years I’m excited about what 
we can achieve and how far 
we can take the League!  Not 
one step back!

Gary Steele

Peter stOddart

Gary steele antifascism Officer

treasurer
student OfficerGLASGOW BRANCH

GLASGOW BRANCH
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I’d like to thank comrades 
for re-electing me at 
congress. I’m looking 

forwards to working with all 
of you over the next 2 years 
to continue bringing new 
members, new branches, new 
cadres and new enthusiasm 
for revolutionary socialism and 
class struggle into the League.

I’m always pleased to help 
comrades with organisational 
and administrative issues, 
as I have helped to manage 
social media, website, etc and 
worked with volunteers and 
staff at the Party head office in 
London. I’m happy to help with 
setting up branches, events and 
recruitment, the fundamental 
growth the YCL always needs, 
which can be difficult to 
achieve.

I’m the secretary of 
the growing and revitalised 
London branch of the YCL. 
I work closely with the 
London District of the CP 
and participate in the CP 
International Commission. 

I’m a member of Cuba 
Solidarity Campaign as well 
as the governing council 
of Liberation, a broad anti-
imperialist campaign with 
observer status at the UN. 

I want to see continued 
growth in London as a 
foothold for the Young 
Communist League as well 
as in commuter areas and 
elsewhere in the southeast 
of England. As International 
Secretary, I want to see 
more national anti-imperialist 
campaigning that introduce 
our allies in the labour 
movement to our principled 
politics.

A bit about me personally. I 
come from a left-wing Labour 
Party background and joined 
the YCL and the Communist 
Party in early 2014. I speak 
Spanish, Russian and Serbian 
and plan to become a 
secondary school languages 
teacher.

 
Robin Talbot

rObin talbOt cHair
internatiOnal Officer

LONDON BRANCH
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FILM REVIEWS

It’s been over two months 
since the release of Mike 
Leigh’s poignant Peterloo. 

As we reflect on the films 
of 2018, it is clear that this 
period drama can be added to 
the archives of British Cinema 
that carry the traditional focus 
on working class milieus and 
reflect on social and economic 
injustice as well as, in this case, 
outright class suppression.  

 The massacre of Peterloo 
brought about reactionary 
oppressive reforms to 
those trying to peacefully 
demonstrate free speech and 
protest for the enactment 
of universal suffrage. Despite 

these oppressive reforms, 
journalism was revitalised 
and the massacre contributed 
greatly to changing public 
opinion towards universal 
suffrage.  

 Now Leigh’s feature has 
uncovered this horrendous 
event in British history, 
described by Leigh as “a well 
kept secret”, an atrocity which 
in his eyes should be taught in 
schools. Hopefully Leigh’s wish 
will come true and if so this 
film is likely to be used as a 
tool in that education. 

However it is unlikely to 
be used for the purpose of 
teaching concise filmmaking. 

The film sits at 2 hours and 
34 minutes with extensive 
exposition, little middle but 
arguably salvaged by its end. 
The script fails to achieve 
natural dialogue throughout - 
though this is to be expected 
of a factual historical drama. 
The story retains much 
relevance and plays out - in 
varied scenes - economic and 
cultural injustices; juxtaposing 
the likes of General Byng 
(Alastair Mackenzie) enjoying 
the races while his yeomanry 
slaughter innocent activists.  

 Although the context 
given is extensive, this 
narrative style does 
successfully build hype through 
its numerous characters and 
locations to instil empathy in 
the viewer, that culminates in 
the most tragic of finales. Leigh 
alongside editor Jon Gregory 
have used minimal cuts to 
compliment this narrative. 
Characters varied in milieus 
make this a diverse viewing 
experience with appropriately 
casted actors such as Rory 
Kinnear coolly playing Henry 

Hunt, the liberal reformer and 
political antagoniser of the 
establishment.  

 Dick Pope captures the 
bleak lives and surroundings 
of the extensive ensemble 
using simple yet effective 
cinematography that allows 
the acting and mise en 
scene to shine. Opting for 
overexposure at times to 
add optimism through the 
aesthetic. It is beautifully shot 
and there is plenty to take 
away visually from the film, 
from industrial workhouses to 
Northern greenlands.  

 Fundamentally the film is 
powerful in evoking anger and 
remorse for the acts of the 
Empire or at the very least the 
tactics that were employed by 
the government that day. The 
film has done a great service 
in delving into our suppressed 
past. Released at a time when 
British identity is fractured. 
Such communal and class 
narratives can have incredible 
clout.  

 
Samueil Foley

SAMUEIL FOLEY reviews the 
recent cinematic depiction of 
the infamous Peterloo Massacre 
marking its 200th Anniversary, a 
watershed moment in the early 
struggle for democratic rights in 
Britain

Film Reviews
Peterloo (2018)
Director: Mike Leigh
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Back 2 Basics
Part Three: Production 
(Value) Commodity 

Production

Communists seek to 
challenge capitalism 
as an unjust and 

historically outmoded system. 
In order to replace capitalism 
we must understand capitalist 
and its economic basis – 
commodity production. Marx 
made a huge contribution to 
the understanding of capitalist 
economics. Karl Marx 
explained the labour theory 
of value in his major work 
Capital. 

  
 A commodity is an 

article, which is produced 
for the purpose of exchange. 
Previous economic systems, 
e.g. Feudalism, were dominated 
by production for use. Whilst 
some articles were produced 
for exchange, this was not the 
main purpose of production. 

Capitalism is unique in that 
most articles are produced 
for the purpose of exchange. 
Commodity production is the 
dominant form of production 
under capitalism. 

  
  As with any other 

science, in order to study 
commodity  production 
dialectically, we must begin 
by studying its smallest  
self-contained unit – the 
commodity. 

  
  The commodity-

form of the product of labour 
– or the value-form of the 
commodity - is the economic 
cell-form. To the superficial 

observer, the analysis of these 
forms seems to turn upon 
minutiae. It does in fact deal 
with minutiae, but they are of 
the same order as those dealt 
with in microscopic anatomy. 
(K. Marx, Capital I) 

  
  In order for a 

commodity to be exchanged, 
there must be a buyer willing 
to receive it in exchange for 
something else. Contained 
within the physical object 
there must be some useful 
property, which is needed or 
wanted by the buyer. This is 
referred to as the “use value” 
of the commodity, e.g., a coat 
has a use-value as it can be 
worn to keep out the cold. A 
use-value is a distinct property 
of the object, which is linked 
to the physical nature of the 
object itself. 

  
  To be exchanged, 

any commodity must have 
a use-value. Yet use-value is 
not the only value-property 
of the commodity. Any study 
of capitalism will show 
that commodities are not 
exchanged in accidental 
proportions. A certain amount 
(x) of commodity A (under 
certain social and historical 
conditions) will be exchanged 
for a certain amount (y) of 
commodity B. x commodity A 
=Y commodity B 

  
  At first these 

proportions appear to be 

fixed simply by tradition. 
As their relationships are 
studied more closely, it is 
seen that they fluctuate 
according to the relationship 
of supply and demand - when 
demand outstrips supply, a 
commodity becomes worth 
more and when supply rises 
above demand, a commodity 
becomes worth less. It is 
argued that the worth of a 
commodity in terms of other 
commodities – its exchange-
value - is to be found here. 
Although this theory explains 
short-term fluctuations in 
exchange value, it cannot 
explain the underlying 
value, which causes these 
fluctuations. If these could 
be explained purely in terms 
of supply and demand then 
during a mild food shortage 
for example, the price of a 
loaf of bread would rise above 
that of a private jet. This is 
simply not the case although 
the demand for private jets is 
roughly equal to supply. 

  
  For an equal 

relationship to exist between 
certain amounts of two 
different commodities there 
must be some common    
property of the two, 
something common to both by 
which they can be measured. 
This property is labour. All 
commodities are products of 
human labour and it is this, 
which binds them all together 
in the process of exchange. 

  
  Labour comes in 

many different forms. For 
example, the labour of a 
farmer is different from the 
labour of a banker. However, 
for the purpose of calculating 
value, all labour must be 
reduced to its simplest form, 
that of unskilled human labour 
of   average quality. It is this 
abstract social labour in which 
the value of commodities 
is measured. Every form of 
complex, skilled labour must 
be reduced to a greater 
amount of abstract social 
labour depending on the levels 
of skill and training involved. 

  
  But what happens 

if two identical commodities 
are produced under different 
conditions by workers of equal 
skill and experience, one using 
traditional methods and the 
other with the aid of modern 
technology, expending half as 
much labour in the production 
of his/her commodity? Initially 
both commodities will have 
different prices, but these will 
be quickly equalised as buyers 
go for the cheaper commodity 
and the seller of the more 
expensive commodity is forced 
to reduce the price by the 
laws of supply and demand. 
Here is the socially necessary 
labour needed to produce a 
commodity and it is upon this 
that its value is based. 

Back2Basics is a regular feature in Challenge, an ongoing series of articles 
of Marxist Concepts made easy.
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YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 

wing of the Communist Party. 
The YCL has a long and proud 

history in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based 
progressive youth organisations 

that exist today owe their 
existence to the initiatives and 
work of the YCL. The YCL has 

always and continues to play a 
vital role in the struggles for peace, 

against racism and fascism, for 
gender equality, and all other 
popular struggles that involve 
young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the 
address below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to 
Challenge then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 
for Europe, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money 
order). Cheques & P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order 
online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.
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of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it.
We’ve ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.
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