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editorial
Dear Comrades

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge.

This edition follows a busy period of campaigning for the League and the 
Party nationally and internationally (pp.4-11).

Here in Britain Communists across the country were involved in supporting 
the exciting and inspiring ‘McStrike’ (p.31). We must link this to the broader 
struggle to win a new gneration to the trade union movement (p.30).

The end of August saw the successful hosting of the YCL’s 4th annual 
summer camp in Edale. The League also held its first national foodbank 
collection in October 2018 with promising results and inspiring solidarity 
reported up and down the country (pp.32-33).

Internationally the YCL participated in the festival celebrating the 50th and 
100th annivesary of KNE and the KKE and the 14th Meeting of European 
Communist Youth Organisations in Athens (pp.12-15).

We are now approaching the most important anniversary for Communists 
everywhere - the 101st anniversary of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution (pp.22-25). I trust comrades across Britain will be marking the 
momentous anniversary in their own way.

As we are now well into our Pre-Congress discussion period for the YCL’s 
49th Congress, I would take this opportunity to wish all branches the very 
best of luck with their efforts. Forward to 24 November!

In comradeship

Johnnie Hunter

As ever, if you want to contribute to 
Challenge, either through writing 
articles, poems, reviews or providing 
artwork then don’t hesitate to get in 
touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk 
or writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 
23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

This edition 
follows a busy 
period of 
campaigning 
for the 
League and 
the Party 
nationally 
and 
internationally

COMMUNIST SUMMER CAMP 2018: 
pictured at the top of Kinder Scout 
recreating the famous mass trespass, 
YCLers from across Britain came 
together to celebrate the League’s 4th 
annual summer camp.
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TUC 2019: Manchester Fringe 
Supports a People’s Brexit
A well attended TUC 

fringe meeting in 
Manchester heard the 

case for a ‘People’s Brexit’ on 
Tuesday evening, 11 September 
2018.

Local Labour MP Graham 
Stringer made clear his 
opposition to right-wing 
neoliberal policies whether 
they came from pro- or anti-
EU Tory MPs. In particular, 
he defended his decision 
not to support a Commons 
amendment from Tory pro-EU 
rebels that would have limited 
the ability of a future British 
government to reform VAT.

Theresa May’s government 
only narrowly won the vote. 
A subsequent attempt in Mr 
Stringer’s constituency party 
to censure the MP was heavily 
defeated.

‘Had the Tory government 
lost the vote on that 
amendment, a vote of no 
confidence would still be 
necessary in order to force its 
resignation - and I will always 
be ready to help bring that 
about’, Mr Stringer declared.

Criticising the call for a 
repeat EU referendum as ‘anti-
democratic’, he insisted that 
the only vote needed now was 
a General Election to clear the 
Conservatives out of office.

Former Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions president Brian 
Campfield pointed out that the 
people of the Irish Republic 
had been compelled to rerun 
two previous referendums 
after voting against the Lisbon 
and Nice EU treaties.

‘Neither the national 
pro-EU establishment nor the 

EU accept the democratic 
verdict of the electors when it 
doesn’t go their way - hence 
the pressure to undermine or 
reverse the June 2016 decision 
of the peoples of Britain’, he 
argued.

Mr Campfield regretted 
that Sinn Fein had ‘traded Irish 
independence for Irish unity 
within the EU’ by abandoning 
its previous anti-EU stance 
and accused the Dublin 
government of violating the 
republic’s constitutional 
neutrality by engaging in joint 
EU-NATO structures.

Unison activist and 
Communist Party chair Liz 
Payne condemned the EU 
record of promoting austerity, 
privatisation and militarisation 
and warned that a left-led 
Labour government would 

be hamstrung by EU Single 
Market rules if Tory and EU 
negotiators agree a bogus 
post-Brexit settlement.

Lexit: the Left Leave 
campaign chair Robert 
Griffiths called for a ‘People’s 
Brexit’ campaign of meetings, 
publications and other 
initiatives over the next six 
months. He urged the labour 
movement to have confidence 
in its own ability to fight for 
and win fundamental change 
in Britain and reject the 
‘anti-democratic ruling class 
counter-offensive’ to sabotage 
the referendum result.

Communist Party

12 September 2018

Communists Greet Trades     
Union Congress ‘Shift to the Left’   
The recent TUC 

conference in 
Manchester marked a 

small but significant shift to the 
left, Communist Party trade 
union organiser Andy Bain told 
his party’s Political Committee 
on Wednesday evening.

He welcomed resolutions 
on the economy, privatisation, 
precarious and low-paid work, 
a ‘New Deal’ for workers, 
public sector pay, social 
security and universal credit, 
the Grenfell Towers and 
Windrush scandals, a national 
education service, sexual 
harassment and fracking.

But Mr Bain warned that 
TUC policies such as those 
to renationalise the railways, 
regulate public services 
contracts and fully protect 
all workers against super-
exploitation contravened 
European Union rules and 
directives.

‘The TUC composite 
resolution rightly seeks to 
protect jobs and workers’ 
rights in the Brexit process, 
but fails to recognise any of 
the potential benefits from 
leaving the EU and its anti-
worker, anti-trade union court 
rulings’, the former trade 
union president declared.

‘In particular, there is no 
recognition of why a Labour 
government must be free 
from EU Single Market rules 
if it is to boost public sector 
investment through central 
bank funding, limit competitive 
tendering, regulate imports, 
revive regional development 
policies, reform VAT and end 
the abuse of migrant workers 
to undermine employment 
terms, trade unionism and 
collective bargaining’, Mr Bain 
added.

The CP political committee 
condemned the spin put on 

the TUC decision to ‘leave 
on the table’ the question 
of a second EU referendum, 
which was subsequently 
misrepresented as positive, 
unqualified TUC support for 
the business-funded, pro-EU 
‘People’s Vote’ campaign.

But Britain’s Communists 
welcomed the emergency 
motion passed by conference 
delegates condemning the 
‘Nation-State Law’ passed 
recently by the Israeli 
parliament. Widely denounced 
by human rights supporters 
within and beyond Israel, the 
new legislation institutionally 
discriminates against the native 
Palestinian population in what 
it proclaims to be ‘the Jewish 
state’.

‘It’s vital that bogus 
and cynical charges of anti-
Semitism neither silence 
legitimate criticism of Israeli 
state racism and repression, 

nor undermine the struggle 
against anti-Semitism where it 
genuinely exists’, Mr Bain told 
the CP political committee.

The Communist Party 
urged mass support for 
the People’s Assembly 
demonstration at the Tory 
Party conference (Birmingham, 
September 29), the trade 
union ‘Day of Action’ against 
precarious work (October 
4) and the TUC national 
demonstration against racism 
(London, October 20).

The Political Committee 
also confirmed plans to hold 
a day school for new and 
prospective CP members on 
October 27 in Derby.

Communist Party

20 September 2018
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‘The real message 
from the UN 
Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) is that capitalism 
has caused the deadly 
global warming crisis and is 
incapable of solving it’, John 
Foster told the Communist 
Party’s political committee on 
Wednesday evening.

Pointing out that burning 
oil and gas accounts for 50 
per cent of global carbon 
emissions, he said the big 
corporations showed no 
intention of helping reach the 
Paris Agreement targets to 
limit global warming to 2°C, 
let alone 1.5°C.

‘Oil is a hugely profitable 
business for which the major 
imperialist states and their 
allies are prepared to go to 
war’, Mr Foster pointed out.

The latest IPCC report 

insists that failure to impose 
the 1.5°C limit by 2050 will 
greatly increase the economic 
damage, famine, disease and 
refugee crises caused by 
rising sea levels, droughts and 
storms. The thousand-plus 
scientists who composed 
or reviewed the report are 
calling for extraordinary 
transformations in industry, 
transportation, energy, land 
use and construction and the 
widespread application of 
carbon capture technology.

‘Such an urgent, radical 
transformation is not possible 
without large-scale public 
ownership, investment and 
planning - which means a 
revolutionary advance to 
socialism’, Mr Foster argued.

In particular, he insisted 
that neoliberal policies - 
including those enshrined in 
European Union treaties and 

directives - precluded the 
action necessary to combat 
climate change effectively.

The CP international 
secretary also set the 
challenge of global warming 
in a wider context of growing 
international economic and 
military conflict and the 
threat of a new economic and 
financial crisis.

‘In Britain, we can best 
meet these challenges by 
stepping up local and national 
campaigning against austerity, 
racism, xenophobia and war. 
This will help create the 
conditions in which to elect 
a left-led Labour government 
free from the pro-big business 
shackles of the EU Single 
Market and Customs Union’, 
he proposed.

The CP political committee 
condemned the imprisonment 
of three anti-fracking 

protestors at Preston Crown 
Court last week as a ‘brutal 
example of how the state 
reacts when people dare to 
defend local communities and 
the environment against the 
exploiters and polluters’.

Britain’s Communists also 
urged a big turn-out for the 
Stand Up to Racism national 
demonstration in London on 
November 17 against fascism 
and racism.

Only Socialism Can Solve 
Global Warming Crisis say 
Communists 

Greetings to the YCL of the 
Donetsk People’s Republic!  
The YCL received an 
invitation to the Second 
Congress of the Leninist 
Communist Youth League 
of the Donetsk People’s 
Republic (LKSM DNR), 
taking place in Donetsk 
on the 15 September. The 
Komsomol of the DPR 
is fighting for socialism 
and the construction of a 
people’s republic, following 
in the footsteps of the 
united Soviet nations. We 
sent the following message 
translated into Russian.

Dear comrades,
On behalf of the Executive 

Committee of the Young 
Communist League of 
Britain, we welcome all of 
the participants to the 2nd 
Congress of the Leninist 
Communist Youth League of 
the Donetsk People’s Republic 
and wish you success!

As you all know, the duty 
of each young Communist is 
the struggle for socialism and 
the rights of working people. 
In line with this international 
struggle, the British YCL 
has been organising acts of 

protests in our country against 
the resurgence of fascism 
and the imperialist meddling 
of the British Government 
in Ukraine. Above all, we 
commend you all for fighting 
for peace, progress and people 
power as the correct path 
forwards for resolving the 
problems of capitalist society!

Not One Step Back!

Together, we can build a better 
future!

With comradely regards

Executive Committee 
Young Communist League

31 August 2018
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WFDY Statement on the US 
Decision to End the Funding of 
UNRWA for Palestinians
WFDY condemns the 

decision of the US 
government to stop 

funding the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
refugees in the Near East, the 
service that has been providing 
shelter, care and education 
to Palestinian refugees in the 
occupied territories and in the 

neighboring countries for 70 
years now.

The goal of the United 
States and Israel is to 
undermine the right of the 
Palestinian refugees to return 
to their homes. Israel is 
questioning the number of 
refugees who are entitled to 
relief from #UNRWA, as well 

as the right of Palestinians to 
return to their homes.

Schools, hospitals, refugee 
settlements, educational 
institutions, health care 
programs that relieve five 
million refugees are now at the 
forefront of the US and Israel. 

#WFDY calls the people 
who fight imperialism all 

around the world to stand in 
#solidarity with the people of 
#Palestine and reassure them 
once again that they are not 
alone!

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

4 September 2018

WFDY Declaration on 
International Peace Day 2018

September 21st is declared 
by the United Nations as 
the International Day of 

Peace. 
As WFDY, on this 

anniversary, we are once 
again sending our message 
for the termination of all the 
imperialist wars and for lasting 
peace. Nowadays, after a 
century with two world wars 

with destructive consequences 
for the whole planet, peace is 
still a demand for the peoples 
of the world.

The growing aggression 
of imperialism continually 
slaughters the peoples all 
around the globe. Destabilizing 
operations, aggressive 
wars and all the kind of 
interventions happen every 

day in order to control 
markets and natural resources. 
The results of these actions 
of imperialism is destruction, 
misery and death. We 
condemn the imperialist wars 
as well as all those who in the 
name of peace are executing 
crimes against the peoples.

As WFDY, we express 
our solidarity with all the 

struggling peoples who are 
fighting for peace in their own 
place. We have the certainty 
that only with the overthrow 
of this rotting system the 
peoples of the world can hope 
for a better future with lasting 
peace.

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

WFDY Condolence Message 
on the Loss of the President of 
Vietnam, Tran Dai Quang
The World Federation 

of Democratic Youth 
wishes to send a 

message of condolence to 
the people and comrades of 
Vietnam, after receiving the 
news of the tragic loss of the 
country’s president Tran Dai 

Quang. 
For a country, losing its 

leader and a great militant 
of the communist party is 
difficult. In such hard times, 
WFDY ensures that the 
youth and fellow comrades 
will continue the struggle and 

fight for the construction of 
a better world, freed from 
exploitation and imperialism. 

We are also sure that the 
Vietnamese people will be by 
our side as in that fight. Once 
again, we share the grief of the 
Vietnamese people and hope 

that our shared fights will help 
them through the days ahead.

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

21 September 2018
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WFDY on the International 
Day for the Total Elimination of 
Nuclear Weapons 
The 26th of September 

is declared by the 
United Nations as the 

InternationalDay for the 
Total Elimination of Nuclear 
Weapons. Nowadays the 
imperialist powers are getting 
more and more weaponized 
and the development of 
nuclear weapons continues 

and increases. 
Right now, it is estimated 

that about 14,500 nuclear 
weapons remain in the 
weaponries of the great 
powers.

As WFDY we repeat our 
position for termination of 
the development of nuclear 
weapons. As imperialism 

doesn’t hesitate in front of any 
crime, we are certain that a 
nuclear war is not impossible, 
but we are also certain that, 
through the reinforcement of 
the struggle for peace, we can 
prevent it.

We address to all the 
peace-loving forces around 
the world to unite their 

voices and fight for the total 
elimination of all the nuclear 
weapons, the termination of 
all the imperialist wars and the 
overthrow of imperialism.

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

26 September 2018

73rd Anniversary of WFTU
As WFDY, on this annIt’s 

been 73 years since the 
3rd of October 1945 

when the World Federation of 
Trade Unions was established 
in Paris. WFDY does not 
only share the same age with 
#WFTU but some of our basic 
principles also.

WFTU and WFDY have 

been allies for many decades 
on their common fights. As 
the World Federation of 
Trade Unions states, some 
of their basic principles 
are: The Struggle for peace 
and friendship between 
peoples – against imperialism, 
the opposition to the 
privatizations, the struggle 

against neo-fascism and 
racism and the struggle for 
continuous improvement of 
living standards.

We send our warm 
greetings to our brothers 
and sisters in WFTU and we 
wish them all the best for 
the challenges of the future. 
We have given many fights 

together and many more 
follow. The anti-imperialist 
youth of the world is by your 
side.

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

3 October 2018

WFDY on the 51st Anniversary 
of the Murder of Che Guevara
October 9 marks the 

51st anniversary of 
the assassination 

of one of the most 
important personalities of 
the 20th century, the great 
revolutionary Ernesto Che 
Guevara. The assassination of 
#Che on October 9, 1967, by 
Bolivian government forces, 
following CIA orders, did not 
manage to eliminate “another 
enemy of imperialism”. Instead, 
Che became a symbol of 
the global anti-imperialist 
movement and the struggle for 

a socialist transformation of 
society.

Nowadays, when 
imperialist aggression is 
intensifying, aiming to rebuilt 
the markets with the blood 
of the peoples, the struggle 
of Che is a lighthouse for the 
peoples of the world. The 
struggle of the Argentinian 
Che for the freedom of #Cuba 
from the bonds of American 
imperialism and his struggle 
to liberate both Latin America 
and Africa from the shackles 
of #imperialism shows us 

the path of international 
#solidarity. Che’s values will 
continue to guide us throw 
the difficult but necessary and 
beautiful also, path of anti-
imperialist struggle.

On the occasion of the 
51st anniversary of Che’s 
assassination, #WFDY once 
again expresses its solidarity 
with the Cuban people, who 
is fighting against the inhuman 
economic and commercial 
blockades implemented by 
the government of the United 
States. We are also sending 

our best wishes to our 
comrades of Unión de Jóvenes 
Comunistas de Cuba - UJC 
who are in the forefront of the 
struggles of the Cuban youth 
against imperialism and for the 
defence of the values of the 
Cuban revolution, the values 
of international solidarity and 
#socialism.

Hasta la victoria siempre!

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

3 October 2018
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WFDY on the International Day 
for Disaster Reduction
In 1989 the United Nations 

General Assembly decided 
to assign the 13th of 

October as the International 
Day for Disaster Reduction. 
The purpose of this day is to 
“celebrate how people and 
communities around the world 
are reducing their exposure to 
disasters and raising awareness 
about the importance of 
reining in the risks that they 
face.”

However the solidarity 

peoples show after every 
disaster, it is a fact that in a 
world with such development 
of technology and science, 
what is offered for the 
protection from the disasters 
is not enough.

The past few months 
peoples all around the globe 
suffered from natural disasters. 
wildfires and earthquakes in 
Europe, floods and tsunamis 
in Asia, hurricanes in America. 
Only a few bright exceptions 

(like the example of Cuba) did 
what needed to be done in 
order to protect their people 
from those disasters. While 
governments and international 
organisations put tons of 
effort in assisting the “well-
functioning” of monopolies 
people die by causes that 
could easily be avoided. 

The existing system, 
imperialism, not only fails 
to protect people from the 
natural disasters but it also 

spends all of its resources in 
creating more. WFDY states 
once again that the solution 
to all those problems of the 
peoples will come only by a 
total struggle against this same 
system which puts company 
profits above of human lives.

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

13 October 2018

Belgium electoral advance
At the 14 October local 

elections, the PTB 
(Parti du Travail de 

Belgique, Workers’ Party of 
Belgium) – the only national 
party in Belgium – has made 
a breakthrough in the major 
cities of Flanders, while making 
further progress in Brussels 
and Wallonia.

Particularly noteworthy 
are the results in Brussels, 
capital of Europe, with 11.6%; 
Antwerp, the second largest 
port city in Europe, with 8.7%; 
the two most important cities 
in Wallonia, Liège with 16.3% 
and Charleroi with 15.7%; and 
Ghent, the second largest city 

in Flanders, with 7.1%. “We 
have achieved our objectives 
across the country”, reacted 
Peter Mertens, chairman of 
the PTB. “For the first time 
we have moved from an 
urban phenomenon mostly 
concentrated in Antwerp and 
Liège to a breakthrough in 
most large and medium-sized 
cities of Wallonia, the Brussels 
region and Flanders. The 
number of our local elected 
officials increases from 50 to 
157.

In Antwerp, the PTB has 
obtained 8.7 % of the votes, 
i.e. 4 seats in the communal 
council and 19 seats in the 

district councils (the Antwerp 
municipality is divided into 9 
districts). “Antwerp has been 
the most difficult battle”, says 
Peter Mertens. “The N-VA 
(the Flemish nationalist party 
directed by mayor Bart De 
Wever) has headed the most 
expensive campaign ever and 
has maintained its positions 
surprisingly well.

Under such circumstances 
we are, of course, satisfied 
with the results obtained.” 
For the first time, the PTB 
is entering the municipal 
councils of provincial capitals 
Ghent (3 seats), Leuven (1 
seat) and Hasselt (2 seats), and 

has gained a first seat in six 
important medium-sized cities 
. “Thanks to its breakthrough 
in these various cities, the PTB 
is on track towards getting 
elected officials in the federal 
and Flemish parliaments of the 
northern part of the country 
for the first time of its history, 
on the occasion of the 2019 
federal and regional elections”, 
remarked Peter Mertens.

Workers Party of 
Belgium

15 October 2018



STATEMENTS

9

The Mswati regime’s 
iron fist never stops as 
the administration of the 
University of Swaziland 
arbitrarily suspended seven 
students from the Luyengo 
Agricultural campus last 
week. The administration 
did not even offer the 
students an opportunity 
to make representations 
before a properly constituted 
disciplinary committee. The 
students had engaged in 
protest on the days leading to 
the suspensions, demanding 
scholarship for all students, 
among other demands.

We view this as nothing 
but an act of repression 
conducted by the tinkhundla 
regime. The university is wholly 
owned and controlled by the 
government, which in turn 
belongs to Mswati, sub-Saharan 
Africa’s last absolute monarch. 
As such, the university is 
mandated to carry out any 
such duties as commanded 
by Mswati. Specifically, the 
new Vice Chancellor of the 
university, Professor Justice 
Mandla Thwala, obviously 

needed to prove to his bosses 
that he will implement their 
oppressive rules just like his 
predecessors.

This year the Mswati 
regime has been desperate 
to force the tinkhundla 
elections upon the people; 
shooting workers with live 
bullets, arresting workers for 
protesting, issuing threats of 
violence and arrest against 
teachers, violently crushing 
workers’ protest actions, and 
also banning events in a bid to 
force the people to participate 
in the undemocratic tinkhundla 
elections. Tinkhundla elections 
create a puppet parliament 
for the rubberstamping 
of Mswati’s decisions. The 
university administration, 
therefore, also had the duty 
imposed upon it by Mswati 
to ensure that students are 
kept on a tight leash and never 
protest for the whole year. 
This is the true context under 
which the students have been 
summarily suspended, and thus 
dealing a heavy blow to their 
right to education.

The Communist Party of 

Swaziland condemns these 
attacks on students by the 
Mswati regime. We firmly 
stand with the students as all 
their acts were reasonable and 
justifiable. 

In February this year the 
University of Swaziland’s 
administration summarily 
suspended 25 students, 
including members of the 
Student Representative 
Council, for demanding 
scholarship for all and 
calling for the university 
administration to respect 
students’ right to freedom 
of assembly, among other 
demands.

The regime is trying all 
sorts of tricks to present itself 
as a legitimate government. 
The reality which Mswati 
must face, however, is that 
the people of Swaziland have 
widely rejected his sham 
elections. People who had 
registered for the elections 
later burnt their election 
cards in protest against the 
tinkhundla system, despite 
threats of arrest from Mswati’s 
electoral commission, whilst 

many of those who went 
to the polls deliberately 
spoiled the ballots in protest. 
Thousands more people 
simply did not show, rejecting 
the elections. 

The Communist Party 
of Swaziland calls upon 
students and the youth to 
continue to take an active 
part in the democracy actions 
undergoing in Swaziland. 
Later this October the Party 
will hold its 2018-2019 Red 
October Campaign Rally. 
Workers, peasants, students, 
youth, women, faith based 
organisations and all the 
oppressed people of Swaziland 
in their individual and 
collective capacity are called 
upon to be part of this activity.

The regime is clearly 
taking its last breath! This is 
the time to put more effort 
in overthrowing the regime 
and laying the ground for a 
democratic republic!

Communist Party of 
Swaziland

3 October 2018

CP of Swaziland condemns 
victimisation of students

The bloody events in 
Basra have escalated 
gravely during the last 

few hours. The latest reports 
spoke of the fall of more 
martyrs and dozens of people 
wounded, the storming of 
the building of the provincial 
government and of a total 
curfew in the province.

The excessive and 
flagrant violence of the 
security forces in dealing 
with the masses demanding 
their basic legitimate rights 
is mainly responsible for 
the situation developing to 
what it is now. This is what 
we, along with many other 
parties, personalities and 
sincere citizens, have already 

condemned and warned 
against, and demanded that the 
authorities put an end to it. 
We also stressed, and continue 
to emphasize, on maintaining 
the peaceful character of the 
demonstrations and popular 
protests.

The overwhelming popular 
anger which has erupted today 
is not only due to ignoring the 
legitimate demands and the 
slow handling of the burning 
problems that have turned the 
lives of millions of people into 
unbearable daily suffering. It is 
also caused by the repression 
used by the security forces 
against peaceful demonstrators 
who are exercising their 
constitutional right to demand 

their basic human rights which 
are essential for dignified life.  

While expressing our 
strongest condemnation 
of this irresponsible and 
inhumane treatment of the 
masses of demonstrators in 
Basra by the security forces, 
we call on the local and 
federal governments to act 
immediately to put an end to 
these measures that could lead 
to developments with alarming 
consequences in these difficult 
hours for the citizens of 
Basra and their dear city and 
province. We also call on them 
to act earnestly and urgently 
to resolve the woes caused by 
poor services that the people 
of Basra are suffering from, the 

first of which is the problem of 
drinking water.

Bloody violence and 
repression in Basra must stop 
immediately.

Those responsible for 
the repression and the 
lethal shooting of peaceful 
demonstrators must be held 
accountable without delay and 
receive the punishment they 
deserve.

Glory to the martyrs of 
the protest movement and 
speedy recovery for the 
wounded and injured.

Political Committee 
Iraqi Communist Party

4 September 2018

Iraqi CP: No to Violence and 
Oppression in Basra!
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STATEMENTS

The Communist Party of 
Ukraine states that the 
calls of the MP of the 

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 
Mosiychuk Igor Vladimirovich 
for murder of the leader 
of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine Pyotr Nikolayevich 
Simonenko is crime under the 
Articles 14, 15, 27, 129 of the 
Criminal Code of Ukraine that 
is punished with imprisonment 
up to 5 years.

October 10, 2018, Igor 
Vladimirovich Mosiychuk in 
his Facebook published a 
post in which he threatened 
the leader of the Communist 
Party, Petro Symonenko, with 
the fate of Oles Buzin who 
was murdered, and called 
on “unknown patriots” and 
“comrade Mauser” to do their 
work.

Recall that this person – 
Igor Mosiychuk – repeatedly 
convicted, including the 
preparation of a terrorist act 
in Kiev in 2011, was released 
under an amnesty as a result 
of an armed coup in February 
2014 and the seizure of power 
by a triumvirate of oligarchs, 
neo-Nazis and criminals.

As of the Verkhovna 
Rada MP on of the Radical 
Party, Igor Mosiychuk actively 
supports the militarization 
of Ukraine, the continuation 
of the War in the Donbass, 
the physical elimination of 
those who disagree with the 
establishment of a fascist-
type dictatorship in Ukraine 
and the imposing of the Nazi 
ideology as the state one. He 
consciously incites interethnic 
and religious enmity, as well as, 
together with his “brothers” 
such as the former deputy 
commander of the Nazi 

battalion “Azov” (in June 2015, 
by the US Congress “Azov” 
is defined as a neo-Nazi 
organization) he is responsible 
for the destruction of the 
territorial integrity of Ukraine.

The political biography 
of Mosiychuk is linked with 
neo-Nazism and crimes. 
Joining the UNA-UNSO in 
1994 and being an assistant 
to the UNSO Deputy, he 
was convicted of fraud 
and sentenced to one year 
of imprisonment. In 1998 
Mosiychuk joined the Social-
Nationalist Party with neo-
Nazi ideology. One of the 
founders of this Party is 
the current speaker of the 
Ukrainian Parliament and an 
admirer of the Hitler type 
“direct democracy” Andrei 
Paruby. However, considering 
that the rhetoric of the social-
nationalists was insufficiently 
radical, Mosiychuk joined the 
ultra-right organization Patriot 
of Ukraine/Social-National 
Assembly.

In 2006, Igor Mosiychuk is 
wanted by law enforcement 
agencies for robbery and non-
payment of alimony. In 2011 
he was detained on charges 
of preparing a terrorist 
attack on Independence Day 
in Kiev and sentenced for 6 
years imprisonment. But in 
2014, as already mentioned, 
was granted amnesty by the 
new regime. At these times 
hundreds of criminals were 
released, and formed the 
backbone of neo-Nazi punitive 
battalions and private armies 
of oligarchs.

In 2015, Igor Mosiychuk 
was deprived of parliamentary 
immunity and arrested on 
charges of accepting a bribe 

on a particularly large scale, 
disorderly conduct and the 
threat of murder. However, 
thanks to “high and overseas 
patrons” escaped punishment. 
These patrons actively use 
neo-Nazi and criminal persons 
to destroy Ukraine, turn it into 
a territory of discord and a 
“fiery springboard” to move 
NATO and its allies deep 
into the Eurasian continent 
and establish its control over 
world resources and markets. 
The General Prosecutor’s 
Office of Ukraine, controlled 
by President Administration 
and supervised from outside, 
withdrew the petition for 
arrest, and the pocket High 
Administrative Court declared 
illegal the deprivation of 
Mosiychuk of parliamentary 
immunity.

There is no other 
expectation of the puppet 
regime of oligarchs and 
criminals. Murderers of Oles 
Buzyna and other dissenters 
walk free on bail by such 
deputies as Mosiychuk and 
his party members, read 
lectures about “patriotism” to 
children in schools, rape and 
kill with impunity. Mosiychuk 
and others like him justify 
and welcome the burning of 
people alive in Odessa on May 
2, 2014. They act the same way 
as their ideological idols from 
the 118th Ukrainian police 
battalion, formed from OUN 
members who destroyed 
Khatyn in a fire along with 
residents. Like the Nazi 
punishers, the nationalists and 
traitors of their people from 
the Ukrainian auxiliary police 
destroyed the Volyn village 
of Cortelesy. These crimes, 
like many others committed 

by Hitler’s accomplices from 
among the Bandera, Melnyk 
and other nationalistic 
rabble, are recognized as 
crimes against humanity and 
convicted by the Nuremberg 
Tribunal and have no statute of 
limitations.

Returning to the 
publication of Igor Mosiychuk 
in his Facebook page calling 
for physical violence and 
incitement to assassinate the 
leader of the Communist Party 
of Ukraine Petro Symonenko, 
we declare that in the near 
future a corresponding lawsuit 
will be filed against deputy Igor 
Mosiychuk, and information 
about death threats will be 
brought to information of 
the international community, 
human rights organizations, 
the leadership of the European 
Union and the PACE, where 
a member of the Ukrainian 
delegation is his fellow party 
member Lozovyi.

At the same time, the 
Communist Party understands 
that it is not worth to expect 
a fair investigation of this 
crime of Igor Mosiychuk, as 
well as other crimes of the 
ruling regime and its neo-Nazi 
thugs.

But despite the threats and 
persecution, the Communist 
Party will defend the rights 
and freedoms of citizens of 
Ukraine, actively fight against 
the fascization of politics and 
public life, against the revival of 
Hitlerism, as the national idea 
of Ukraine, which is actively 
imposing on us by the world 
capital.

Communist Party of 
Ukraine

MURDER THREATS 
IN UKRAINE
Statement of the Communist Party of Ukraine concerning threats of MP 
Igor Moseychuk to murder Petro Symonenko.
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The Young Communist League attended the 14th Meeting of European 
Communist Youth Organisations in Athens, in September 2018. This 
Common Anniouncement was agreed by the organisations attending.

Young men and women,

We, 21 Communist 
Youth Organizations that 
participated in the 14th 
Meeting of European 
Communist Youth 
Organisations in Athens, 
on the 23rd and 24th 
September of 2018, address 
you in an appeal to struggle 
for contemporary needs in 
education, work and life.

During the Meeting we, 
the Communist Youth 
Organisations, highlighted 
the enormous problems 
that the youth face and we 
informed each other on the 
more significant developments 
in each of our countries. 
We discussed the struggles 
of the youth, the essential 
conclusions we have drawn 
and we exchanged opinions 
on these. We acknowledge 
that the Communist Youth 

Organisations in Europe have 
in recent years made notable 
efforts to defend the rights 
of the youth and have waged 
important struggles against 
the capitalist system in today’s 
conditions. At the same time 
we have contributed to 
reinforcing and strengthening 
the Communist and Workers’ 
Parties in our countries, whilst 
we accumulate rich experience 
that can help us so that our 
future struggles will be more 

effective.

The 14th MECYO was 
convened by the Communist 
Youth of Greece (KNE) 
in the context of the 
50th anniversary of their 
foundation along with the 
100th anniversary of the 
foundation of the Communist 
Party of Greece (KKE). We 
appreciate KNE for hosting 
the Meeting which, since 
2001, has been held in Madrid, 



Lisbon, Athens, Istanbul, 
Prague, Barcelona, Brussels, 
Frankfurt and Rome. This 
year’s Meeting saw the largest 
participation of Communist 
Youth Organisations so far, 
with more organisations taking 
part than ever before.

Capitalism, NATO-
EU and the bourgeois 
governments destroy our 
lives and our future!

Nowadays, the youth of 
the working class and the 
popular strata face the brutal 
consequences of anti-people 
policies imposed all over 
Europe. This has resulted 
in a current and future 
of deterioration of living 
conditions and of rights. 
We will live under worse 
conditions than those that our 
parents faced. All around us 
we can see huge production 
of commodities and wealth, 
technological advances and 
developments in science and 
research. At the same time we 
observe that all of this is not 
destined for the satisfaction of 
our needs, but on the contrary 
it is destined to increase of 
the wealth of the monopolies. 
The gap between the few rich 
and the many poor is rapidly 
growing.

l We experience capitalist 
exploitation, part-time 
employment, so-called 
“flexicurity”, low wages, 
high unemployment, unpaid 
labour – usually in the form 
of internships, whilst young 
people emigrate from our 
countries seeking a better 
future.

l We are being ideologically 
formatted and we study, work 
and live, within a framework 
of reactionary restructuring 
in education, healthcare and 
social-security. At the same 
time, access to education and 
social healthcare is becoming 
the privilege of the few.

l The obstacles that we 
face in satisfying our basic 
needs have increased. Basic 
needs such as free access to 
sports, culture and recreation, 
affordable housing, access to 
an unpolluted and high quality 
environment and the right to 

vacation.

l There is an intensification 
of the propaganda of the 
capitalist system that is 
promoted through the 
education systems, cultural 
activities, the mass media, the 
internet and social media. 
We also endure campaigns 
financed by capitalist financial 
interests, who want to 
indoctrinate us with the 
decayed principles and ideals 
of the capitalist system; so 
that we believe exploitation 
is natural; so that we stop 
fighting for our rights, our 
interests and dreams. So that 
we remove ourselves from the 
struggle against the power of 
monopolies; so that we learn 
only the “history” that the 
bourgeois class and its state 
want to teach us, while at the 
same time they conceal or 
distort the history written 
with the blood of workers, 
peoples and youth.

The above facts are merely 
some of the consequences 
that the anti-people policies 
implemented all over Europe 
have brought to our lives, 
both in the context of the 
economic crisis of capitalism 
as well as nowadays in 
conditions of unstable, 
slow and anemic recovery 
and growth. These are the 
consequences of the cohesive 
anti-people policies that 
have the mark of capitalism, 
imperialist associations, such as 
NATO and the EU, bourgeois 
political parties and their 
youth organizations. These 
policies have the support of 
both the typical liberal and 
social-democratic parties that 
play a leading role in bourgeois 
governments, as well as the 
so-called Eurosceptic forces 
(some of which are openly 
far-right) they are also offered 
support from the supposedly 
“left-wing” forces of the so-
called Party of the European 
Left, which still attempt to 
convince the youth and 
the peoples using the false 
ideas of the “humanisation 
of capitalism”. In general 
the internal economic 
developments and the needs 
of each sector of the capital, 
but also and the competition 
between the bourgeois 

classes, is having an important 
influence in the political 
system because the ruling class 
is trying to organise the state 
according to new conditions 
each time.

Nowadays, there are a series 
of developments which prove 
that we are facing greater 
threats than ever before in our 
lifetimes.

l A fierce competition is 
waged, using both economic 
and military means, fighting 
for the control of wealth-
producing resources and the 
transport routes of energy 
and commodities. Most of the 
older powerful capitalist states, 
including the USA, which 
remains the leading power, 
continue to lose ground in the 
global capitalist market, mainly 
to China. The competing plans 
of and attempts by capitalist 
states and monopolies 
trying to enhance their own 
“geostrategic position” for 
their own bourgeois class 
are crossed. It is exactly 
this competition which has 
caused the intensification 
of imperialist intervention, 
and local and regional war 
outbreaks and clashes, as we 
see in the case of the Middle 
East. This creates new dangers 
for a generalised imperialist 
war, while proving that war is 
the continuation of politics by 
other, military, means.

l NATO, is the association 
which has for almost 7 
decades, constituted the 
armed hand of Euro-Atlantic 
imperialism, shaped by the 
leading role of the USA. 
NATO, which has already 
dragged dozens of peoples 
in blood resulting in millions 
of victims (deceased, injured, 
emmigrated), is orchestrating 
new imperialist interventions 
and wars, as described 
in the resolutions of the 
recent NATO Summit. The 
expenditure for NATO has 
significantly increased and the 
efforts of NATO expansion 
in the Western Balkans and 
other regions of the planet 
has intensified. NATO is also 
promoting plans, along with 
the EU, aiming to even change 
borders in Europe and the 
Eastern Mediterranean. NATO 

There is an 
intensification 
of the 
propaganda 
of the 
capitalist 
system that 
is promoted 
through the 
education 
systems and 
the mass 
media

14TH MECYO

13



and the EU are deploying 
military missions all over the 
world and are involved in wars 
and interventions that they 
themselves have caused which 
have resulted in the bloodshed 
of many peoples.

l The EU, as an advanced 
form of capitalist inter-
state integration, is leading 
in imposing anti-people 
measures, reinforcing the 
Euro-Army and the Common 
Security and Defense Policy. 
It implements measures of 
surveillance and restriction of 
people’s freedom and it utilizes 
the “state of emergency” 
voted for by bourgeois 
parties in parliaments, whilst 
targeting people’s movement 
in countries of the EU. The 
imperialist EU raises walls 
and power fences to prohibit 
refugees from entering it. 
The EU supports criminal 
Nazi organizations that 
serve the interests of the 
bourgeois class and at the 
same time persecutes and 
criminalises Communist 
Parties and symbols, as well 
as young communists and 
other militants. As an alliance 
of capitalists, the EU fights 
against worker’s rights, and 
“harmonises” wage rates and 
health & safety conditions 

to the lowest common 
denominator. Furthermore, 
the European bourgeoisie uses 
the EU to sow exploitation, 
nationalism and racism to turn 
the peoples of Europe against 
each other, dividing us and 
obscuring our common enemy. 
We salute the large part of 
the youth in Britain and other 
countries, that support the 
struggle for leaving the EU and 
fight against the whole line of 
bourgeois political forces. We 
stand against the imperialist 
powers in Brussels and 
Westminster using the Irish 
border as a bargaining chip 
and support the re-unification 
of Ireland by the people of 
Ireland and at their own self-
direction.

We strengthen the 
Communist Youth 
Organizations in Europe 
and our common struggle!

Young men and women of 
Europe,

We encourage you to 
mobilise within your schools, 
universities, workplaces and 
neighbourhoods. Where the 
youth struggles for a life with 
rights, the Communist Youth 
Organizations will be present. 
We commit to offering our 

positions concerning the 
needs of the struggle, in order 
to sharpen its means and aims. 
We also encourage you to join 
our ranks for the struggle for 
the rights of the youth and 
socialism.

During the previous period, 
all our Organisations were 
at the forefront in hundreds 
of strikes, mobilisations and 
rallies that promoted demands 
of the youth and the workers’, 
especially in sectors where 
the youth are concentrated. 
We strived for organising and 
politicising these mobilisations 
with a class perspective. 
We waged several struggles 
demanding the right to 
dignified work and proper 
rights. We contributed to 
the development of school-
student struggles, fighting 
for the school that school-
students deserve today and 
fighting against the cuts to 
insufficient state budgets 
for education and against 
the commercialisation of 
education by the monopolies. 
We were in the forefront of 
the demands of the students in 
universities and Technological 
Education Institutions, so that 
they could be educated, and 
complete their studies without 
restrictions. We fought and 
continue to fight for free and 
public higher education, for 
the abolition of tuition fees – 
in any country that they may 
exist -, and for accommodation 
and board that is free of 
charge for students. We 
assumed initiatives for peace 
and against the imperialist 
war, we appealed to the 
youth of our countries for a 
struggle against NATO and 
the EU, fighting to exit from 
these associations and for the 
associations themselves to 
be brought down as well as 
the system that they protect. 
We fight to close down the 
military bases of the US, 
NATO and the EU that exist 
in many countries, including 
our own countries, and against 
nuclear arms and other 
weapons of mass destruction.

The militant action of our 
Organizations in each of our 
countries was the touchstone 
of the further development 
of convergent and common 

action of the Communist Youth 
Organizations at a European 
level. Our Organizations have 
promoted actions dedicated 
to the 70th anniversary of 
the Antifascist Victory of the 
Peoples in 2015, to the refugee 
and immigrants issue in 2016, 
and to the 100th anniversary 
of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution, in 2017, as well 
as the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian 
people in 2018. These were 
promoted through web pages 
and our newspapers. Some 
of us organised International 
Ideological Seminars, received 
and sent delegations, signed 
common announcements 
and declarations of solidarity. 
Through a better and deeper 
cooperation we will reinforce 
the CYOs in the countries of 
Europe, as the precondition 
for new advances in all the 
continents.

The slogan “Proletarians of 
all countries unite” guides 
the action of each of our 
Organizations and we have 
great battles ahead of us:

l With the events of CYOs 
all over Europe, we will 
defend even more decisively 
the necessity and timeliness 
of socialism, of the principles 
of socialist revolution and 
the scientific laws of socialist 
construction.

l With the ideological 
and political work and the 
continuation of the discussion, 
we will defend even more 
decisively the contribution, 
the history and the values of 
the international communist 
movement, against anti-
communism and the slandering 
of socialism. from the attacks 
and the distortions of 
bourgeois and opportunist 
forces, we will defend its 
contribution to the struggles 
of the peoples. In the 200 
years since the birth of Karl 
Marx, we continue the effort 
of study and dissemination of 
his brilliant works among the 
youth.

l With mobilizations all 
over Europe, we reinforce 
the coordinating struggle 
of the CYOs and the youth 
against the imperialist 

14TH MECYO

14



competition and wars. We 
welcome the sharpening 
of the confrontation with 
the bourgeois classes and 
governments in each country 
and the intensification of the 
struggle against NATO and 
the EU, against their military 
bases and against the fostering 
of nationalism and fascist 
ideas and organizations. CYOs 
stand at the forefront of the 
struggle of World Federation 
of Democratic Youth against 
imperialism and for the peace 
of the peoples.

l We will continue to 
express firm solidarity with 
the just struggle of the 
peoples. We will support even 
more decisively all the peoples 
that struggle and are the target 
of the imperialists, such as the 
peoples of Cuba, Venezuela, 
Syria, Ukraine, Cyprus, Iraq, 
Libya, Western Sahara, Yemen 
and of course Palestine 
– especially after the US 
administration’s provocative 
action to recognize Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital.

l To reinforce the struggle 
against unemployment, 
precariousness work, for real 
wage rises, for the reduction 
of the working week and 
for the establishment of 
contemporary rights for young 
workers. To give the struggle 
for a public and free education 
through to university level. To 
fight for the guarantee of a 
better life for the youth, where 
rights like housing, health, 
culture and sports are granted.

l Before the European 
Parliamentary Elections of 
May 2019, an important 
political struggle for the 
Organizations among us that 
struggle within the confines 
of the EU. We appeal to the 
young men and women of 
the working class, the poor 
popular strata, to support the 
Communist and Workers’ 
Parties that struggle against 
the EU, in order to weaken 
the forces that support the 
EU and its policy, in order to 
strengthen the struggle for 
their contemporary rights.

Socialism is the only 
hopeful prospect for the 
youth!

Young men and women of 
Europe rise up! Nothing is 
over yet!

Exploitation, unemployment, 
poverty, oppression, wars and 
forced emigration cannot and 
will not be our future! We 
have our whole lives ahead of 
us. The future lies within our 
hands. We can conquer it with 
our struggle! We can build a 
world of real freedom, based 
on the principles of social 
justice and peace. A world 
where all of us will enjoy the 
results of our work and where 
we will have contemporary 
rights in education, work, 
culture and sports. This world 
is not historically outdated 
capitalism. It is Socialism, a new 
world.

We are taught by our history! 
Taking lessons from the great 
revolutions and uprisings, the 
great mobilisations and clashes 
of the working class against 
the capitalists, with advances 
and setbacks, we know that 
the history of all hitherto 
society, since its division into 
classes, is the history off class 
struggle. History does not 
have an end in this aggressive, 
criminal and inhumane 
system. The great revolutions 
and uprisings, the great 
mobilisations and clashes of 
the working class against the 
capitalists show the way for 
the bright future of the world. 
The youth can play a significant 
role in social and political 
struggles, to the extent that it 
supports the struggle of the 
working class and recognises 
its role as the vanguard and 
ascending social force, as a 
class that struggles for the 
conquest of the political 
power.

Because the future 
belongs to Socialism!

We will be victorious!

The European 
Communist Youth 
Organisations that sign 
the announcement:

1. Communist Youth of 
Austria, KJOe

2. Young Communist League 

Britain, YCL Britain

3. Young Socialists of the 
Socialist Workers Party of 
Croatia

4. Communist Youth Union, 
KSM – Czech Republic

5. Communist Youth of 
Denmark

6. Youth of the Communist 
Workers’ Party of Finland

7. Socialist German 
Workers Youth, SDAJ

8. Communist Youth of 
Greece, KNE

9. Connolly Youth 
Movement, CYM

10. Front of Communist 
Youth, FGC – Italy

11. Youth of Socialist 
Workers Party of Latvia

12. Movement of Young 
Communists, CJB – 
Netherlands

13. Youth of Communist 
Party of Poland

14. Union of Socialist Youth, 
UTS – Romania

15. Leninist Communist 
Youth Union of Russian 
Federation, LKSM RF

16. Revolutionary 
Communist Youth League 
(Bolsheviks), RKSM(b) – 
Russia

17. Young Communist 
League of Yugoslavia, SKOJ 
– Serbia

18. Collectives of Young 
Communists, CJC – Spain

19. Communist Youth Union 
of Spain, UJCE

20. Communist Youth of 
Sweden, SKU

21. Communist Youth of 
Turkey, TKG

we know that 
the history of 
all hitherto 
society, since 
its division 
into classes, is 
the history off 
class struggle
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It’s that time of year again. 
The past few weeks has 
seen a number of significant 

publications emerge quietly 
from the National Assembly 
and Welsh government. But 
quietly is not good enough. 
It’s time the Members in the 
Senedd learned to shout with 
the best of us.

The mainstream media 
attention will undoubtedly 
focus on the Outline Draft 
budget announced by Mark 
Drakeford on October 2. 
The budget marks the 
second year of a two-year 
agreement between Labour 
and Plaid Cymru on the 
division of resources the 
Welsh government has at its 
disposal. The headlines are the 

contrasting fortunes of health 
and local government with a 
5.4 per cent uplift for health 
and social services and 1.8 
per cent reduction for local 
government.

A renewed emphasis on 
major road and rail projects 
and other infrastructure sees 
economy and transport get 
the largest increase, of 12.2 
per cent. Education, energy 
planning and rural affairs also 
gain in real terms with central 
services and administration 
cut back.

Local authorities will 
have to wait until the end of 
the month to discover how 
much of the hole in their core 
funding can be plugged via 
specific grants which are being 

announced separately.
Inevitably there will be 

the usual battle over how 
Drakeford has proposed the 
cake is cut on this occasion. 
However, the fundamental 
questions are not about 
the annual slicing of the 
cake, but rather the scale 
of the resources the Welsh 
government has to deliver 
public services to meet public 
needs.

It is clear that savage cuts 
are coming, particularly to 
local government, and there 
will be a need for communities 
and public service trade unions 
to pull together in opposition 
to this Westminster-imposed 
austerity. Recognising it for 
what it is will be the first step.

Drakeford himself opened 
his statement by arguing: 
“Never has the need for a UK 
Government to abandon the 
failed polices of austerity been 
more urgent” and closed his 
remarks with “this government 
remains committed to do 
everything we can to help our 
public services meet the very 
real challenges they face today.

“This is a bread-and-butter 
budget, focused on sustaining 
the fabric of Welsh life and 
using every source of revenue 
and capital available to us in 
order to do so.”

The capacity of the Welsh 
government to resist the cuts 
without engaging a movement 
of popular support is slight.

We see a with-inflation 

WALES:
FUNDING JUSTICE 
FOR WALES 
With savage cuts on the way the Welsh Assembly must invigorate the 
people behind a campaign for more independent power, writes DAVID B 
MORGAN .
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rise in landfill tax with a high 
unauthorised penalty designed 
to encourage recycling; an 
announcement on the way 
about measures to attack 
business rates avoidance; a 
consultation on proposals to 
remove rate relief from private 
schools and hospitals; and a 
£125 million drawdown from 
reserves.

Unfortunately, Welsh 
Labour failed to alter land 
transaction tax (stamp duty) 
and have placed a pause 
on new income tax varying 
powers until after the next 
election in 2021, which 
means significant revenue 
levers remains idle at a time 
of dire need. However, more 
progressive noises have 
emerged regarding the block 
grant which makes up the bulk 
(around 80 per cent) of Welsh 
funding.

This willingness to engage 
with the funding debate itself 
provides more fertile ground 
for unity. In addition to the 
outline budget there have 
been some strategic longer-
term announcements in 
recent weeks. In Reforming 
UK funding and fiscal 
arrangements after Brexit the 
Welsh government declared: 
“We have operated our 
fiscal powers within an EU 
framework … there is now a 
compelling case to develop a 
new fiscal agreement for the 
UK, its devolved countries and 
regions.”

The highlights of this 
document are the calls to

“replace Barnett formula 
with a new, rules-based 
system which ensures the 
allocation of resources within 
the UK is based on relative 
need,” “UK funding and fiscal 
arrangements which promote 
fairness across the UK, 
encourage balanced economic 
growth across all parts of the 
UK and uphold and enhance 
devolution,” and “reforms 
to the intergovernmental 
machinery overseeing funding 
and fiscal arrangements to 
ensure they are based on 
the principles of partnership, 
agreement and consent.”

The recent publication 
Preparations for Replacing 
EU funding in Wales by the 
Assembly finance committee, 

currently chaired by Plaid 
Cymru’s Llyr Gruffudd, is on 
the same page arguing that 
Welsh government should 
prioritise the development 
of a “sustainable long-term 
replacement for the Barnett 
formula that allocates funding 
across the UK based on need.”

If there is a growing 
convergence of ideas within 
the Senedd, then surely it is 
high time for a more public 
campaign in the towns and 
villages across Wales and 

beyond.
The current key 

weaknesses in Welsh 
democracy are the 
powerlessness of its 
institutions; their lack of 
control when it comes to the 
resources required to fund 
our public services; and their 
failure to engage and inspire a 
national movement for Welsh 
democracy at the grassroots.

The Welsh government 
should be granted and utilise 
the full range of revenue 

raising and borrowing powers 
commensurate with its status 
as a national parliament. This 
should be a key plank of any 
campaign, but its core should 
rest on the principle of a 
needs-based formula to fairly 
distribute funds across Great 
Britain.

David B Morgan is a 
member of the Welsh 
Committee of the 
Communist Party.



The election of Adam 
Price as leader of Plaid 
Cymru is a setback for 

the prospect of left unity in 
Wales and with it a bump in 
the road to left advance.

One of the more 
remarkable things about the 
contest has been the lack of 
coverage in the media.

An exception was the 

well-publicised spat about 
the prospect of future 
coalition government 
following the 2021 assembly 
elections.

Outgoing left leader 
Leanne Wood accused Price 
of being ready to do a deal 
with the Tories. The riposte 
was hardly helpful as Price 
ruled out coalition with any 

party, including Labour too.
And yet a unified left is 

what is needed in Wales. It 
was only with the combined 
strength of the national and 
the labour movement that 
the devolution referendum 
was won and the most 
progressive era of post-
devolution governance 
remains the One Wales 

period of coalition between 
2007-11, that delivered 
primary law-making powers 
to Wales.

A united left in Wales 
has consistently enhanced 
our democracy, something 
which needs to ramp up 
several notches if we are 
to address the current 
challenges we face.
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WHO IS THE NEW 
FACE AT THE HELM 
OF PLAID CYMRU? 

The new leadership of Adam Price is unlikely to assist in building a united 
left in Wales, argues DAVID B MORGAN.
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Today, the single biggest 
obstacle to tackling our 
country’s problems remains 
the powerlessness of the 
people of Wales. Almost all 
the vital decisions about 
the Welsh economy are 
taken in far-away company 
boardrooms or in offices in 
Whitehall and Brussels.

An opportunity to 
develop policy to take 
power away from these 
remote actors and place it 
in the hands of the Welsh 
people appears to have 
been missed.

Price’s campaign 
focused on an assertive 
independence stance, 
somewhat undermined 
by backing of all the 
leadership candidates for 
the continued dominance 
of the European Union and 
the pro-business dictates of 
its unelected Commission.

There are, of course, 
further areas of concern 
for the left. Price’s “flotilla 
economy” thesis is steeped 
in the low-tax race-to-the-
bottom approach to private 
enterprise.

Price has argued that 
“small is beautiful” and that 
the major division in the 
world today is between 
large “post-colonial” states 
and smaller nations. The 
conflict between capital and 
labour was well understood 
by Wood and the left 
within Plaid Cymru, but 
for Price and his followers 
the problem with the big 
business agenda is the word 

“big.”

The thrust of Price’s 
leadership then is likely to 
reorientate Plaid towards 
its traditional territory 
as the representatives 
of the provincial lawyer, 
accountant and estate agent 
and landowner.

We may see rhetoric 
that takes on the 
monopolies in favour of 
the small and medium-
sized firms, but I can’t 
help but feel this is merely 
rearranging the deckchairs. 
The reality of the race to 
the bottom is that it is big 
business that is primed and 
ready to exploit it.

There is little hope of 
curtailing the dominance 
of the transnational in 
Wales without a more 
fundamental shift to 
socialist planning rather 
than capitalist fiscal policies.

Working people as a 
whole will only prosper 
when we have a modern 
economy that uses the 
most advanced and 
environmentally sustainable 
technology, providing 
full employment for a 
high-skilled, high-waged 
workforce.

Private enterprise has 
no such overall objective, 
and there is no reason to 
believe that either today’s 
transnational corporations 
or indeed smaller firms are 
more likely to produce such 
an outcome than were the 
iron and coal monopolies of 

the past.
All the great initiatives 

to diversify and modernise 
the Welsh economy 
and to overcome mass 
unemployment have 
come about as the 
result of public-sector 
planning, intervention and 
investment.

It is in relation to these 
areas that Price and Plaid 
more generally have more 
to offer. Pledges for state 
investment in infrastructure, 
public ownership of energy 
and jobs guarantees are 
useful contributions to the 
debate on the left in Wales.

This is why it is 
so frustrating to hear 
Price’s sectarian rhetoric, 
something which can only 
be overcome by concerted 
effort lower down the 
chain.

Plaid’s left wing, and its 
trade union organisation 
Undeb, need to maintain 
their connection with the 
wider left within Wales. 
This connection has seen 
some great collaboration 
in anti-austerity and peace 
campaigning on the ground 
through engagement with 
the People’s Assembly and 
other local groups.

Labour, Plaid, 
communists and others on 
the left need to preserve 
and extend unity at the 
grassroots, even if we 
do so in what will now 
undoubtedly be a more 
hostile environment.

There is much change 

afoot as we await the 
results of Labour’s own 
leadership election. The 
prospect of simultaneous 
left leadership of the two 
larger parties in Wales is off, 
but the challenge remains. 

Left activists in whatever 
party in Wales could do 
worse than to draw their 
inspiration from the Welsh 
communists’ programme:

• Increase the power of 
the National Assembly and 
Welsh government at the 
expense of the European 
Union and the British 
imperialist state

• Increase the power of 
elected governments over 
the forces of monopoly 
capitalism

• Increase the power of 
workers’ representatives 
over management in the 
public and private sectors

• Make public services 
democratically accountable

• Bilingualism, 
free education and 
democratisation of the 
mass media.

David B Morgan is a 
member of the Welsh 
Committee of the 
Communist Party.
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What does Brexit 
mean for jobs and 
the economy in 

Britain?
During the EU referendum 

campaign, a barrage of reports, 
open letters, forecasts and 
announcements warned that a 
Leave vote would bring about 
an immediate recession. GDP 
would fall, the pound would 
collapse, unemployment would 
rise and by 2030 the average 
household in Britain would be 
£4,300 worse off.

Tim Shipman shows in his 
blockbusting book, All Out 
War: The Full Story of How 
Brexit Sank Britain’s Political 
Class, how this offensive was 
carefully orchestrated. 

Between them, prime 
minister David Cameron’s 
private office, chancellor 
George Osborne’s Treasury, 
the Stronger In strategy and 
media teams and a PR cabal 
including Lord Mandelson 
choreographed a diarrhoeal 
stream of doom and gloom.

There was nothing 
accidental about the 
commissioning and publication 
of Treasury forecasts, 
joint letters by FTSE 100 
chief executives and 200 
“entrepreneurs,” warnings 
from the G7 and the IMF, 
Barack Obama’s “back of 
the queue” threat and the 
rest. They were calibrated 
to generate a fresh, scary 
headline every day.

Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, 
Citibank, Morgan Stanley and 
the other big business backers 
of Stronger In — who far 
outnumbered the maverick 
millionaires funding the main 
Leave campaigns — must have 
thought their money was being 
well spent.

Since the referendum 
result, the predictions of 
post-Brexit catastrophe have 
poured forth unabated, along 
with excuses for the failure of 
the first batch to materialise. 
Like a mirage, they advance 
into the distance as time 
passes.

Of course, this is not 
to pretend that the British 
economy is in good shape and 
improving. 

Economic growth is fairly 
steady but slow and due to 
decline a little.

The pound has fallen but 
stabilised for the time being 
against the dollar and the euro 
— bad for import prices, good 
for exports. 

Interest rates remain low 
but are beginning to rise — 
still a favourable climate for 
investment in productive 
industry, although the capitalist 
class in Britain is more 
interested in financial markets, 
shareholder dividends, 
property and profiteering 
abroad. 

Unemployment continues 
to fall as employment rises, 
although many new jobs 

are low-paid and insecure. 
Business investment and 
productivity per hour remain 
stagnant. Britain’s balance of 
trade in goods continues to 
worsen, while a surplus in 
services and higher profits 
from overseas investments 
have reduced the current 
account deficit since Brexit.

So it’s a mixed bag. 
The major structural 

weaknesses persist: low 
investment, domination by 
the financial sector, a small 
industrial and R&D base (too 

dependent on armaments), 
external ownership and 
control of strategic sectors 
such as energy and transport, 
a growing current balance of 
payments deficit with the EU 
since 2001, an over-reliance on 
overseas investment earnings, 
no regional development 
strategy and the almost 
total absence of integrated 
economic planning, whether 
sectoral or national. 

There is no evidence that 
staying in the EU single market 
and customs union will assist 

not a bogus Brexit
There is no evidence that staying in the EU single market and customs 
union will assist in remedying the structural deficiencies of our economy, 
argues ROBERT GRIFFITHS, General Secterary of the Communist Party.
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in remedying these structural 
deficiencies. They have not 
done so up to now. 

Indeed, in some areas, 
EU “free movement” and 
competition rules prohibit the 
kind of action that is sorely 
needed. 

That is why we need a 
People’s Brexit, not a Tory 
bogus Brexit that would keep 
our economy tied to the rules 
and institutions of the EU 
single market and customs 
union.

A People’s Brexit would 
mean:
l Allowing the British, 
Scottish and Welsh 
governments to organise 
financial assistance and 
investment for industry and 
infrastructure, free from EU 
treaty bans. There would be no 
EU restrictions on the Scottish 
Futures Trust programme or 
Labour’s “people’s quantitative 
easing” policies.
l Ending EU corporate 
establishment rights and the 
free movement of capital, 
so that governments can 
once again direct capital and 
promote regional policies that 
reduce economic and social 
inequalities.
l Using public ownership to 
integrate energy and transport 
systems, with emphasis 
on green and sustainable 
development.
l Seeking a low or no-
tariff EU trade deal in 
specific sectors, while British 
governments are free to 
negotiate agreements with the 
world’s emerging and most 
dynamic economies (whose 
share of Britain’s trade and 
investment increases as the EU 
share shrinks).
l Allowing public authorities 
to promote local employment 
and investment, workers’ 
rights and social equality, free 
from EU competitive tendering 
rules.
l Reintroducing policies to 
support farming and fishing 
communities, rather than 
undercompensating them for 
the negative impact of market 
forces. 
l Repatriating extensive 
powers to democratic 
legislatures in London, 
Edinburgh and Cardiff as 
we move towards a federal 
Britain. The Scottish and Welsh 

nationalist parties would 
prefer to leave those powers 
in Brussels.

Even the staunchly pro-EU 
Financial Times has reported 
on the likelihood that Brexit 
could benefit industrial 
training, the countryside and 
Britain’s ports beyond Dover. 

Many People’s Brexit 
policies were showcased 
in Labour’s 2017 manifesto 
For the Many, Not the Few. 
However, as the Communist 
Party has pointed out in detail, 
these cut across EU treaty 
rules and directives in at least 
16 specific areas.

That is why there is much 
common ground between EU 
Commission negotiators and 
the Tory government: they 
both fear that a Corbyn-led 
Labour government would 
break the neoliberal consensus 
so beloved of big business, 
mainstream Tories, many right-
wing Labour MPs and the EU 
itself. 

As reported in the Times 
(May 7), the Guardian (August 
2) and the Financial Times 
(August 4), there is growing 
agreement that the answer is 
a “bogus Brexit” that keeps 
Britain locked into EU single 
market and customs union 
rules. 

Hence the Chequers plan 
in July which drove out the 
Cabinet’s Brexiteers, replacing 
Boris Johnson with pro-EU 
Foreign Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt.

Hence the renewed 
campaign by Labour MPs 
to undermine Corbyn 
and shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell and get 
Labour to sign up to the EU 
single market and a repeat 
referendum.

Of course, nothing would 
guarantee a Labour defeat 
(and the resurrection of Ukip) 
more surely than telling 17.4 
million voters that they are 
thick, racist bigots who — EU-

style — will have to vote again 
until they get the answer right.

Now Britain and the EU 
are inching towards a bogus 
Brexit settlement which will 
keep Britain and Northern 
Ireland aligned with EU rules 
and institutions. 

Real and contrived 
problems of City financial 
“passporting,” migration and 
residency and the Irish border 
are likely to be overcome, 
helped by whipping up 
“no-deal” fears in Britain 
that would allow further 
concessions to the EU.

The alternative is a 
People’s Brexit. And the only 
“people’s vote” we need is a 
general election so a left-led 
Labour government can carry 
it through.

Robert Griffths is 
General Secretary of 
the Communist Party.
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OCTOBER REVOLUTION

As communists it seems 
obvious, maybe even 
trite, when we say 

the Great October Socialist 
Revolution of 1917 was the 
single most important event 
of the 20th Century. For the 
peoples of the Soviet Union 
it was the legendary opening 
chapter which began a glorious 
revolutionary tradition. For 
humankind it changed the 
course of history.

The opening salvo of the 
Aurora which signalled the 
storming of the Winter Palace 
also marked the death knell 
of world of imperialism and 
the beginning of the epoch 
of international proletarian 
revolution. Not since Paris 
Commune of 1871, ultimately 
crushed and drowned in 

blood, had working people 
seized state power. As the 
spring must follow the winter, 
the triumph of the workers 
against the ruling class is 
historically inevitable. The 
fact that backwards Tsarist 
Russia was to be the cradle 
of the revolution reflected its 
position, in Lenin’s words, as 
the weak link in the chain of 
global imperialism.

In 1917 the ruling class 
in Russia faced a precarious 
position. Even before the 
outbreak of World War One 
the country faced economic 
turmoil and was wracked by 
class conflict. In the cities, 
workers and new migrants 
from the countryside crowded 
into the slums surrounding 
the massive factories and mills. 

These factories, many owned 
by British, French, German 
and US capitalists, were the 
site of intense class struggle 
as workers fought for better 
pay and conditions and for 
democratic rights. In the 
countryside small peasants and 
landless rural workers, never 
meaningfully freed from the 
bonds of serfdom, laboured 
under the yoke of aristocratic 
and kulak exploitation. 
Everywhere the Tsarist 
government responded with 
brutality and oppression. Firing 
on striking workers, brutalising 
peasant communities and 
crushing insurrection. The 
liberal and bourgeois parties in 
the Russian Duma were unable 
and unwilling to carry forward 
the struggle for democratic 

rights. 
In this context the 

outbreak of World War One 
was as a match to a powder 
keg. The disastrous campaigns 
conducted by the incompetent 
Tsarist general staff led to 
the slaughter and maiming 
of millions of workers and 
peasants on the Eastern 
Front. As the war progressed 
the economic situation of 
the working peoples of the 
Russian Empire deteriorated 
rapidly with food stuffs 
and essentials becoming 
increasingly scarce. In response 
to this, workers across Russia, 
but especially in the massive 
industrial cities of Petrograd 
and Moscow, engaged in strike 
action and demonstrations to 
demand food and necessities 

101YEARS OF
REVOLUTION

JOHNNIE HUNTER, Chair of the Young Communist League. discusses the 
reasons behind the Great October Socialist Revolution, its legacy and 
most importantly its significance today in 2018.
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and an end to repression. The 
Tsarist government responded 
to this by the only means 
they understood: violence. 
Massacring striking workers 
and firing on demonstrators.

In an effort to shore 
up the faltering war effort, 
Tsar Nicholas the Second 
took personal control of 
operations on the Eastern 
Front, launching a new series 
of offensives. The result was 
comprehensive military defeat, 
territorial losses and hundreds 
of thousands of casualties. 
For the brutal Emperor of All 
the Russias this was to be the 
final blunder. Soldiers at the 
front mutinied and in the cities 
workers began to demand 
peace. Facing no alternative, 
the Tsar abdicated. In his place 
a Provisional Government 
was installed. This government, 
comprised of a coalition of the 
bourgeois parties, continued 
to be dominated by many of 
the same Tsarist ministers. 
The common determination 
of the Provisional Government 
was to carry on the war at 
all costs at the behest of the 
French and British capitalist 
classes.

The Provisional 
Government continued the 
slaughter on the Eastern Front 
with a new vigour. More and 
more the working people 
began to demand an end to 
the war. At the front soldiers 
began to refuse to fight. The 
Provisional Government, 
lacking any base of support or 
popular mandate, responded 
with the same violence and 
repression as the Tsar had. All 
the while the Bolshevik Party 
began to win more and more 
support among the workers 
and peasants throughout the 
Empire and among soldiers 
at the front. Vladimir Illich 
Lenin’s simple 
promise of 
Peace, Land 
and Bread 
became 
the 

common demand of working 
people.

By the time the Aurora 
sounded its guns and entered 
the annals of history, the 
writing had long been on 
the wall for the Provisional 
Government. Over the 
preceding day the Bolshevik 
led Petrograd Soviet had 
openly set about seizing 
key points in the capital in 
preparation for the revolution. 
The Provisional Government, 
powerless to resist could only 
observe and await its fate. 
The storming of the Winter 
Palace was the crescendo 
of a bloodless revolution. 
The ministers who waited in 
the Imperial Throne Room 
to be arrested were briefly 
apprehended, charged and 
released. Even those present 
on the night must not have 
realised the world-shaking 
implications of the events 
which had taken place. News 
began to spread throughout 
the Empire and the world that 
workers had taken power into 
their own hands.

The bloodless nature of 
the revolution would prove to 
be short-lived. What followed 
was a five-year civil war, the 
most destructive and costly 
in terms of human life in 
European history. The Red 
Army would have to battle and 
defeat reactionary whites and 
the interventionist armies of 
fourteen countries before the 
imperialist camp was prepared 
to accept the reality of 

working class state power in 
Russia. The Soviet Union and 
her peoples emerged from 
the Civil War bloodied but 
determined to proceed with 
the construction of a radically 
different, new form of society.

The changes brought 
about by the revolution were 
immediate and shaped the 
course of world history.

Almost instantly, the 
revolution brought an end to 
centuries of Tsarist oppression 
and unleashed popular and 
democratic forces never 
before seen. For the first time 
in history the apparatus of 
the state was in the hands 
of the workers and peasants. 
The massive factories and 
workshops of the major cities 
were expropriated and began 
to be ran by committees of 
the workers themselves. In the 
countryside peasants revived 
communal traditions and 
redistributed the land.

The Bolsheviks 
immediately set about 
removing Russia from the 
Great War which had ravaged 
the continent for over three 
years. Throughout Europe 
social democrats of the 
Second International had 
betrayed the cause of the 
international working class and 
chose to back the cause 
of their own ruling 
classes in the 
conflict. 
Lenin 
had 

declared that:
“The war [is] imperialist 

(that is, an annexationist, 
predatory, war of plunder) 
on the part of both sides. It is 
a war for the division of the 
world, for the partition and 
repartition of colonies and 
spheres of influence [and] of 
finance capital”. 

The Bolsheviks understood 
that the war was a struggle 
between competing ruling 
classes and the working 
people had nothing to gain 
from slaughtering each 
other in their millions in the 
interests of those exploiters.

Russian withdrawal from 
the war was greeted across 
the former Empire. Almost 
immediately the Bolsheviks 
had delivered on one of the 
fundamental promises of 
the revolution. However, for 
the imperialist allied powers: 
Britain, France and the United 
States, this development was 
unacceptable. Determined 
to keep Russia in the war 
and within the web if the 
imperialist camp, they sent 
armies to Russia backed the 
reactionary white forces which 
fought to crush the Bolsheviks. 
Despite these seemingly 
insurmountable odds, the 
revolution triumphed in the 
ensuing civil war. 

With peace achieved the 
Soviet people set about 

constructing 
a new order 

in human 
civilization. To 
quote Lenin 
once again:

“We want 
to achieve 
a new and 
better order 
of society: in 
this new and 
better society 

there must be 
neither rich 

nor poor; all will 
have to work. Not 
a handful of rich 
people, but all the 
working people 

must enjoy the 
fruits of their 



common labour. Machines and 
other improvements must 
serve to ease the work of all 
and not to enable a few to 
grow rich at the expense of 
millions and tens of millions 
of people. This new and better 
society is called socialist 
society”

During the interwar 
years Tsarist Russia was 
transformed from a backwards, 
rural, superstitious society 
into a modern economy. 
The Soviet Union was 
industrialised at a rate thought 
hitherto impossible. Within 
a decade the Soviet Union 
had begun to match and 
exceed the economies of the 
imperialist powers. While the 
capitalist world was gripped 
by economic crisis and the 
Great Depression in the 1930s 
the Soviet Union continued 
to grow. The benefits of this 
economic progress were 
delivered to the whole of the 
Soviet people. Illiteracy was 
eradicated and electricity 
reached vast swathes of the 
country for the first time. 
Universal free healthcare, 
housing and education was 
provided for the first time 
anywhere in the world. Full 
employment and economic 
democracy were guaranteed 
by the new state industries.

The expansion of 
democratic rights extended 
by Soviet socialism were 
the common property of 
all. Minorities and peoples 
of the Russian Empire long 

oppressed through centuries 
of Tsarist rule were for the 
first time guaranteed social 
and political rights and the 
right to self-determination. 
Racist and chauvinistic policies 
of Russification were ended. 
Women held the same 
political rights and duties as 
men, decades before this was 
achieved in the capitalist world. 
Moreover gender equality 
went far beyond formal 
voting rights and lip service 
– it meant full equality in the 
economic and social spheres.

We can never forget 
the heroic resistance of the 
Soviet people against Nazi 
fascism and their central role 
in the victory of democratic 
and peace-loving people’s 
everywhere. While imperialist 
politicians in Britain, France 
and the United States 
attempted to direct fascist 
brutality towards an invasion 
of the Soviet Union, the USSR 
worked to create a broad 
anti-fascist front. When war 
came it was the Soviet Red 
Army which turned back the 
seemingly invincible Nazi 
invader at Moscow and most 
famously at Stalingrad.

Four fifths of the German 
army were defeated on the 
Eastern Front. Without the 
sacrifice made by tens of 
millions of Soviet citizens 
allied victory would have been 
impossible.

Following the war, the 
Soviet peoples again set 
themselves to the task of 

rebuilding their war-ravaged 
country. Along with the new 
People’s Democracies of the 
expanded socialist camp the 
Soviet Union again achieved 
record industrialisation and 
living standards for its peoples.

Throughout its existence 
and especially in the post war 
period the USSR played a 
unique role in securing peace 
and supporting revolutions 
and national liberation 
struggles across the globe. 
The revolutions in China, 
Cuba and Vietnam, to name 
but a few, would have been 
impossible without the 
material support of the Soviet 
Union. The national liberation 
and anti-colonial struggles in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America 
would have been all the more 
difficult without the ideological 
solidarity and backing of the 
USSR. 

Over seven decades 
the Soviet Union fought to 
maintain peace and restrain 
the naked aggression of the 
imperialist powers. It was only 
the existence of a powerful 
socialist camp centred around 
the USSR which prevented 
a nuclear armed Britain, the 
United States and their NATO 
allies from crushing every 
attempt at democratic and 
socialist revolution and ending 
colonial oppression.

The Russian Revolution 
also had a fundamental effect 
on the political situation in 
Britain. 

Legendary Communist 
Party General Secretary Harry 
Pollitt described his thoughts 
on hearing news of the 
revolution:

“The workers have 
done it at last.” “It wouldn’t 
have mattered, where this 
revolution had taken place, 
Timbuctoo or Costa Rica. 
The thing that mattered was 
that lads like me had whacked 
the bosses and the landlords, 
had taken their factories, their 
lands and their banks.... That 
was enough for me. These 
were the lads and lasses I must 
support through thick and 
thin.”

Others were less 
enthusiastic. Cabinet Minister 
Winston Churchill announced 
his government’s intention 
to “strangle the Bolshevik 
baby in its cradle” through 

The Russian 
Revolution 
also had a 
fundamental 
effect on 
the political 
situation in 
Britain. 
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support to the rampaging 
White Armies and direct 
intervention. The British 
Empire was eager to maintain 
the bloodletting on the 
Eastern Front and determined 
to avoid the creation of a base 
for Socialism. In 2017 during 
Remembrance Sunday and the 
poppy appeal we had the First 
World War falsely presented 
as a collective national 
struggle for freedom. Russian 
withdrawal from the war and 
the revolutions in Hungary 
and Germany brought home 
the class nature of the war 
to British workers and an 
increasing rejection of the 
exploiters war. Across Britain 
at various ports and railways 
stations troops mutinied and 
refused to board ships to 
Russia.

In the period between 
the wars the example of 
Soviet Union and stunning 
achievements of socialism 
there won thousands to the 
growing Communist Party. 
The Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union provided political 
and ideological leadership and 
support to communists in 
Britain and across the globe. 
The stunning victories of the 
Red Army in Second World 
War won thousands more to 
the cause of communism with 
the Party reaching over 60,000 
members by the end of the 
War. Afterwards it was the 
example of the Soviet Union 
and the fear of a revolution 
in Britain which forced our 
ruling class to grant the 
concessions of the welfare 
state. Without the example of 
the USSR and the struggle of 
the British labour movement, 
council housing, the NHS 
and the nationalisation of key 
industries would have been 
impossible.

So, what is the relevance of 
the revolution today in 2018?

The October Revolution 
shows us that the youth will 
always play a leading role in 
revolutionary change. In the 
lead up to the Revolution 
well over two thirds of the 
Bolshevik Party were under 
the age of 30. It was young 
workers and soldiers who 
led the actions of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution 
and who volunteered in their 
hundreds of thousands for the 

Red Army to defend the young 
Soviet Republic. Following the 
Civil War, it was the youth 
who led the construction of 
socialism – flocking to the 
new state factories, collective 
farms, technical colleges and 
universities. In the Second 
World War it was the youth 
of the Soviet Union who led 
the fight against Nazi Fascism, 
millions making the ultimate 
sacrifice to defend the socialist 
system.

Today the most enduring 
legacy of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution is as a 
demonstration to humanity 
of the power of working 
people. Prior to the revolution 
socialism was an idea. After the 
revolution working class state 
power, the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, was political fact. 

In its seven decade history 
the USSR was forced to 
overcome substantial internal 
and external challenges - the 
Civil War, World War Two and 
constant NATO aggression 
during the Cold War. None 
of this ever caused the Soviet 
Union to falter in its effort to 
build socialism and fight for 
peace. Undoubtedly mistakes 
were made in the full history 
of the USSR and these must 
be studied and understood 
so that they can be avoided 
by those advancing down the 
path of socialism in future. We 
see that many of these lessons 
have already been learned by 
the countries of the socialist 
camp today – Cuba, China, 
Vietnam.

The achievements of the 
Soviet Union were stunning. 
Never before had working 
people seized the levers of 
power and won for themselves 
such social, economic and 
political advances. The 
destruction of the USSR was 
not the result of the failure 
of socialism but by a failure 
of those in power to adhere 
to principles of Marxism 
and the October Revolution 
and through the pressure of 
imperialist powers. The results 
of the restoration of capitalism 
in Eastern Europe speak for 
themselves are one of the 
greatest tragedies of our era. 
The biggest peace time drop 
in living standards and life 
expectancy in modern history, 
the rehabilitation of fascist 

ideology and the seizure of 
political power by oligarchs 
are but a few symptoms of the 
reintroduction of the “Free 
Market”.

Since the destruction of 
the USSR, capitalist societies 
have continued to become 
more and more unequal and 
the nature of class society 
becomes more apparent. The 
imperialist powers have waged 
war with renewed vigour. 

But the world turns. 
History has not ended and 
the class struggle remains it’s 
the driving force. For the first 
time since the nineties socialist 
and communist forces are 
once again on the march and 
the momentum has shifted. 
Globally a new generation 
is flocking to the banner of 
communism. In this context 
we see the counterrevolution 
for was it is, a fleeting setback 
and a temporary reversal. 

Lenin wrote that:
“The Marxist doctrine 

is omnipotent because it is 
true. It is comprehensive and 
harmonious, and provides men 
with an integral world outlook 
irreconcilable with any form 
of superstition, reaction, 
or defence of bourgeois 
oppression.”

This was proven in 
October 1917 and it remains 
the case in 2018. This 
truth and the spirit of the 
Revolution is carried on in 
the hearts and minds of the 
oppressed peoples of the 
world. 

The Revolution proved 
the historical reality that it 
is possible to build a new, 
superior society, free from the 
exploitation of man by man, 
that system is socialism.

Socialism has existed, 
socialism exists and socialism 
will triumph!

Long live Lenin!

Long live the October 
Revolution!

Long live Communism!

Johnnie Hunter is 
Chair of the Young 
Communist League.
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Today, Liberation is a 
small campaign that runs 
from an office in the 

ASLEF trade union building not 
far from the Marx Memorial 
Library in London. But 
Liberation, which was known 
as the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom until the seventies, 
has been the bedrock of anti-
imperialist and anti-colonial 
struggles in Britain since its 
founding conference in 1954.

Even before then, its 
predecessor COPAI organised 
tirelessly against British 
meddling abroad, including 
the British government’s 
bribery and intimidation of 
the founder of modern-day 
Botswana depicted in the 
(cheesy) 2016 film “A United 
Kingdom”. 

The Movement for 
Colonial Freedom brought 
together Labour Party 
members, Communists, 
trade unionists, students, 
diasporas and exiles of the 
current and former colonies 
and other progressives. This 
formed the most unified and 
successful anti-imperialist 

pressure group in Britain. 
The MCF was instrumental in 
setting up dedicated campaign 
organisations and reporting on 
the oppression and violations 
of human rights ongoing 
throughout the world, as well 
as mobilising anti-imperialist 
voices in parliament.

After World War II and 
during the Cold War, the 
British Government was a 
willing participant in dirty 
wars and repressive activities 
abroad from Latin America to 
Africa, from the Middle East to 
Asia. Former subjects of the 
British Empire were organising 
to fight for equal rights and 
an end to exploitation and 
white domination. American, 
British, French, Portuguese 
and Belgian imperialists were 
always on the lookout for new 
opportunities to grab land 
and destroy any resistance, 
including progressive 
governments.

It is difficult, if not 
impossible, to find a point on 
the map of the Global South 
to which the Movement’s 
support for liberty and social 

justice did not extend. The 
MCF and then Liberation 
were active on issues relating 
to Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Malawi, British Guiana, Egypt, 
Ghana, Nigeria, Zanzibar, 
Uganda, South Africa, Angola, 
Mozambique, Namibia, the 
Congo, the Sudan and Guinea 
Bissau … to name those in 
Africa.

The Movement came down 
in support of Palestine when 
many people were on the 
fence. It provided a voice for 
the peoples of South Yemen, 
Iraq, Iran, Oman and the other 
Emirate states, whose own 
voices were often drowned in 
blood so that money could fill 
the pockets of oil companies 
and medieval ruling elites. 
The campaign fought for 
independence, reunification 
and peace for Cyrus. With the 
Connolly Association, MCF 
campaigned for democracy 
and an end to discrimination 
in Ireland, long before the 
Troubles began.

The list goes on to include 
the Indian subcontinent, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia 

and finally Latin America. The 
MCF established the British 
Council for Peace in Vietnam, 
with its sponsors in the 
British parliament rock-solid 
in their opposition to British 
involvement. 

The Chile Solidarity 
Committee in Britain was 
another group set up with 
Liberation’s help. This campaign 
saw huge trade union and 
student solidarity with the 
country lasting until 1989, 
when the first free elections 
since the Western-backed 
coup of 1973 were celebrated. 
Members of Liberation and 
other delegates were there 
to rejoice with the Chilean 
people.

The MCF and Liberation 
did not ignore domestic racism 
either. Fenner Brockway 
MP, who was chair of the 
organisation, led the charge to 
outlaw racist discrimination. 
Throughout the sixties and 
seventies, the Movement 
published pamphlets and 
articles, and organised 
meetings and demonstrations, 
to win over the entire labour 

ROBIN TALBOT writes about the historic anti-imperialist campaign 
Liberation and how we can fulfil our own historic role.
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movement and British public 
to reject racism and prejudice.

The campaign was 
especially proactive in winning 
trade unions to the side of 
freedom and solidarity with 
oppressed peoples throughout 
the world, often in defiance 
of the labour movement 
status quo. National affiliates 
and sponsors included the 
NUM, AEU, USDAW, NUR 
and TGWU in addition to the 
National Union of Students. 
The MCF and Liberation also 
reckoned with their own 
international concerts at 
the Royal Festival Hall and 
publishing house, known as 
Young World Books.

In recent years, with the 
position of chair filled by the 
notorious Jeremy Corbyn MP, 
and now Kelvin Hopkins MP, 
Liberation has continued to 
campaign on issues old and 
new. These range from the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 
to the murder of student 
teachers in Mexico. From 
the floods in Kerala to the 
exploitation and crisis in the 
Congo, Liberation works with 
friends in community groups, 
the progressive and labour 
movements and many other 
excellent campaigns to make a 
difference.

Liberation is an observer 
at the Human Rights Council 
of the United Nations. Most 
recently, it used this space 
to condemn the carnage in 
Yemen and Morocco’s illegal 
occupation of Western 
Sahara. Liberation is a historic 
campaign – one that a lot of 
people know about and whose 
record of progressive and anti-
imperialist struggle is flawless. 
And in 2018, it is a campaign 
dedicated to building united 
resistance to imperialism and 
exploitation. No matter how 
many issues of human rights 
and –isms are used as political 

footballs, or – even on the 
Left – people might argue that 
British military intervention 
‘can be well-meaning’, 
Liberation draws the line in 
the sand.

For over sixty years, 
Liberation has been at the 
forefront of internationalism 
in Britain, winning many 
battles and showing the way 
forwards for others. There is 
still a lot left to do, but just 
like Liberation successfully 
rallied support for anti-
racism and non-intervention 
in Britain in the past, we can 
organise and fight for solidarity 
with oppressed peoples 
everywhere in the present – 
and a peaceful British foreign 
policy in the future. 

Politics in Britain stands 
at a crossroads where the 
collective action of trade 
unions, students, communities, 
campaigns and MPs can 
make all the difference. That 
is where Liberation comes 
in. Get in touch, become a 
member, affiliate your trade 
union branch or organisation, 
campaign where you are, and 
help to make that difference a 
reality! 

Robin Talbot is a 
member of the Central 
Council of Liberation, 
formerly the Movement 
for Colonial Freedom 
and a member of the 
Executive Committee of 
the Young Communist 
League.

www.liberationorg.co.uk

This article was adapted from 
the 2004 pamphlet ‘A History 
of Struggle’ by Stan Newens, 
former Labour MP and MEP, 
and chair of Liberation for 
over thirty years.
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SEX INDUSTRY

As Marxist feminists, 
we seek to dismantle 
capitalism in order 

to liberate women. Large 
swathes of today’s feminist 
movement have found their 
political vision in a university 
environment and so are often 
blind to the fact that most 
women are workers and 
therefore central to the class 
struggle. Fundamentally, their 
analysis fails to link women’s 
oppression to the continued 
existence of capitalism. These 
middle-class ‘student activists’ 
seek to reform capitalism so 
that it is marginally better for 
women, rather than destroy 
it entirely. These people 
often occupy comfy positions 
occupy in capitalism: there’s 
a well-trodden path from 
student activism to ‘radical’ 
bourgeois commentator 
writing liberal commentary. 
But surface-level gender 
equality under capitalism still 
oppresses and exploits the 
working class. Women may 
be granted formal rights, but 
they are still burdened by 
the social expectation to be 
home-makers, and stay on 
the receiving end of horrific 
gender violence. 

Recently, this liberal-
feminist approach has become 

concerned with reclaiming 
porn and prostitution in the 
name of liberating women. 
We must be absolutely 
clear that the sexualisation 
of women places men in a 
position of superiority. It 
divides the working class 
and distracts us from class 
struggle. But Marxist-feminists 
are pressured to accept this 
sexualisation of ourselves and 
our bodies as empowering. 
But it is crucial Marxist-
feminist voices are heard in 
this renewed era of liberal 
feminism, which seeks to 
silence perceived dissenters 
and pressure all women into 
accepting their outlook.

Liberal feminists are 
concerned with reclaiming 
the battlefield that is the 
female body. But this approach 
does little to change power-
relations. We must instead 
change the site of the battle 
entirely - locating it not on 
the female body, but on our 
workplaces, our homes and 
our trade unions. Reducing 
us to our bodies does not 
empower us. Even though the 
new mainstream feminism is 
female-led, it still focuses on 
our appearance, bodies and 
sexuality. Women need to 
instead be taken seriously as 

socialists and activists. 
Prostitution should have 

the same legal status as any 
other work, the argument 
goes, because all work under 
the capitalist system is 
exploitative. Yet sex work is 
not work like any other. Liberal 
feminists seek to legitimise 
their arguments by claiming 
that sex is a commodity. But 
it is not - sex is a means 
through which a commodity is 
consumed, and the commodity 
being consumed is the 
woman’s body. This provides 
men with the right to the 
sexual use of a woman and 
her body, validating the sexual 
objectification of women and 
male entitlement.

With this in mind, how 
on earth can all women be 
expected to buy into the 
liberal agenda, perpetuated by 
a large number of feminists, 
that believes porn and the sex 
trade are “empowering”? This 
distorted idea perpetuates the 
myth that women somehow 
have “agency” and ‘’choice’’ 
over their own bodies in an 
industry run overwhelmingly 
by men. This often happens 
by force, in the widespread 
instances of trafficking 
that prop up the industry. 
Should we adhere to calls 

for the decriminalisation of 
prostitution just because 
a minority of women feel 
‘’empowered’’ in their 
attempts to ‘’reclaim’’ this 
industry? This perspective 
does not resonate with 
the many horrors faced by 
women in this trade every-
day. Calls for decriminalisation 
are damaging and legitimise 
the abuse of women. Those 
who seek to decriminalise 
this industry ignore the way 
in which the sex trade is 
structured - through capitalist 
exploitation, poverty and 
women’s oppression. The is 
only group that will benefit 
from this is pimps. 

Socialists should be 
assisting and supporting 
women to exit the sex trade, 
and punish those who drive 
the demand for it. Whilst we 
yearn for a society free of 
prostitution we must strive 
for the implementation of 
the Nordic Model in the 
meantime. The Nordic Model 
does exactly as is set out 
above: it decriminalises those 
who are prostituted, provides 
vital services to help people 
exit the industry and makes 
buying people for sex a 
criminal offence. That way, we 
attack the problem at its root: 

We must be clear that the sexualisation of women places men in a 
position of superiority and impedes class struggle, argues MORGAN HORN.
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SEX INDUSTRY

by reducing demand.
Pornography, meanwhile, 

was specifically designed 
by and for the male fantasy, 
ignoring women as human 
beings altogether. Porn is 
often violent and extreme, 
and the language used in porn 
titles is dehumanising. A quick 
scan of pornhub will show 
titles such as: ‘brutalised’, 
‘hammered’, ‘destroyed’, 
‘punished’ etc. The pain and 
discomfort of women is clearly 
an attraction rather than just 
an unfortunate byproduct of 
the industry. In porn women 
are sexual objects: no more, 
no less. But liberal feminists 
believe there are ways in 
which pornography can be 
used to liberate women. 
This is linked to the rise in 
so-called ‘’feminist porn’’, 
porn which is supposedly 

more representative of all 
women in society and porn 
which is produced by and 
for women. There is no such 
thing as ‘’feminist porn’’ – the 
concept of commodifying sex 
is fundamentally capitalist and 
unethical, and this is regardless 
of how diverse the cast is 
or how well the actors are 
treated. As long as men can 
see women having sex on 
camera at the click of a button, 
we cannot hope to tackle 
male entitlement to women in 
wider society. 

The view of any human 
being as a means of 
production or a commodity is 
fundamentally anti-communist, 
and completely ignores 
the resistance to women’s 
exploitation which is central 
to communist thought. A 
woman’s genitals are not a 

means of production capable 
of being seized. To think 
otherwise and to call yourself 
a feminist is bewildering. We 
must push back against this 
corporate reimagining of 
feminism if we are to unite 
working class men and women 
against capitalism, and forge 
towards human emancipation.

As Marx said, we have a 
world to win - so why are 
we spending time trying to 
conquer the most sordid 
parts of the world we want to 
leave behind? Professor Mary 
Davis powerfully argues that 
“the struggle for equal pay 
for equal work, for subsidised 
child care, for the socialisation 
of other aspects of domestic 
work and for other issues of 
importance to women, such 
as reproductive and full legal 
rights, points ultimately to 

socialism”. And she is right to 
say that it is “around issues 
such as these that women are 
most likely to be mobilised 
and united”. Women need to 
organise together for issues 
which disproportionately and 
exclusively affect us, but this 
is no reason to other and 
sexualise us as this behaviour 
exists to reduce our impact in 
the class struggle. 

The time of feminists 
would be better spent 
organising collectively to make 
sure all women have access 
to high quality services. When 
working-class women come 
together and organise we 
can make effective changes in 
society. The successful Repeal 
the Eighth campaign in Ireland 
is a prime example. We should 
also send solidarity to all of 
our Argentinian sisters as they 
continue in their struggle to 
campaign for free, safe and 
legal abortions. 

And we cannot lose sight 
of the class struggle. As Clara 
Zetkin said, “the proletarian 
woman fights hand in hand 
with the man of her class 
against capitalist society.’’ We 
must fight against identity 
politics and its rejection of 
class which seeks to divide 
us. And we must continue to 
organise together, fighting 
together as a class and for 
our class. For the Bolsheviks, 
implementing full gender 
equality before the law, 
including the rights to divorce, 
have abortions and marry 
outside the church, was an 
early priority. When organising 
as Marxist-feminists, we must 
do so collectively with the 
needs of women as a whole 
sex class in mind - as opposed 
to liberal-feminists who 
prioritise individual wants and 
validation over the collective. 

Liberal feminism, on 
the other hand, centres 
the individual - and so it is 
fundamentally anti-communist. 
We must remain fully 
committed to dismantling 
capitalism in order to fully 
liberate women. Millions of 
working class people have 
not laid down their lives for 
hipster porn.

Morgan Horn is a young 
trade union activist.
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TRADE UNIONS

Wage inequality in 
Britain is equal to 
the worst in Europe 

and this has worsened, hand in 
hand with precariousness and 
deunionisation, both driven by 
neoliberalism.

Precarious work is not 
new, capitalism has seen all 
this before. It has existed 
since the industrial revolution. 
Marx referred to an “industrial 
reserve army of labour,” able 
to be coerced into filling in 
gaps as employment patterns 
changed.

According to author 
Jonathan White, in his article 
“Precarious work and 
contemporary capitalism” 
published on the Trade Union 
Futures website, Marx argued 
that “capitalism constantly 
creates a surplus population 
amongst the working 
class who live in a state of 
precariousness and poverty.” 

Marx argued that 
precariousness is a defining 
and common feature of 
working life under capitalism. 

The issue is global and 
the EU gives primacy to the 
“freedom” of unrestricted 
movement of capital and 
labour, reinforced by rulings 
of the legal arm of the EU, the 
European Court of Justice. 

The “free” movement 
of labour — or rather the 
“economically coerced mass 
movement of people in search 
of work” — has resulted in 
an employers’ drive to the 
bottom on wages in sectors 
where workers are not well 
organised in unions. Precarious 
work is often the end result.

We have a major challenge, 
but it’s no greater than that 
which faced early trade 
unionists. If today’s young 
workers and the generations 
ahead are to prosper, then 
the balance of class forces 
must be upset, and to achieve 
this trade unions will need 
to reinvent themselves in 
many sectors of the economy 
where change, such as zero-
hours contracting, is fast and 

dramatic.
For many the recent norm 

of an annual negotiation on a 
salary increase of around RPI, 
an hour off the working week 
and maybe an extra day’s leave 
can only be dreamt about. 

We have the first 
generation in decades where 
the young see a future of less 
hope of work, housing, health 
and education than their 
parents looked forward to.

However, there are recent 
examples of new forms 
of organising and militant 
solidarity beyond traditional 
methods, and victories are 
being won. 

We must quickly move on 
from being merely defensive 
to planning our wins, using 
company supply chains, 
combinations of trade unions 
and solidarity actions by other 
workers and non-workers. 

In September 2017 the first 
McStrike since McDonald’s 
opened in Britain 44 years ago 
involved 30 workers in two 
stores. It was just the start. 

In May 2018 five stores, 
organised by BFAWU as part 
of an international effort, went 
on strike and they have had 
widespread support from 
other unions and the public 
with union membership 
growing as staff see they can 
win. 

The struggle continues, 
with demands for a real living 
wage of £10 per hour for 
all, the option of fixed-hour 
contracts instead of zero-
hours, an end to McDonald’s 
culture of fear and a union in 
the workplace.

There are many more 
such struggles, often applying 
new ways of organising, such 
as flash mobs involving non-
employees and other trade 
unionists via trades councils 
and Unite Community (for 
example, Mixed Fleet flight 
crew). 

Others in the fast-food 
and retail sectors include TGI 
Friday’s workers — inspired by 
the McStrikers — in actions 

over “tip theft” and a Unite 
organised boycott of Premier 
Inns. Young trade unionists are 
leading the way. 

UCU successfully enlisted 
the support of students in the 
strike campaign to protect 
pensions. The NEU had a 
major impact in engaging 
parents during the last general 
election, over education 
funding.

Short-term work makes 
continuation of trade union 
membership difficult, so the 
movement must find ways to 
address this, possibly using a 
flexible across-trade union app 
or card.

New “hubs” for precarious 
workers to meet and organise 
could be developed, as in 
Glasgow as part of the Better 
than Zero campaign.

Along with the immediate 
struggles, political demands 
must be made, including 
repeal of anti-trade union 
laws, effective sectoral 
collective bargaining and 
reinstatement of good-quality 
apprenticeships.

A new Labour government 
should set up a ministry 

of labour to help plan the 
economy and shift the balance 
from the unregulated market. 
Backed by a mass movement 
outside Parliament, it would 
be in a position to challenge 
companies and clamp down on 
precarious employment. 

We need a government 
that breaks up the giant 
monopolies and in the wake 
of Brexit seeks controls over 
the movement of capital in 
order to build a modern, 
efficient, socially advanced and 
collective economy.

Andy Bain is 
Communist Party Trade 
Union Organiser. 

We Want REAL jobs is an 
output from the CPB trade 
union school in May 2018 
and aims to play a part in the 
necessary shift in class forces 
to bring about progress for 
the vast majority, who work 
for a living or are available to 
do so, in a socialist Britain.

Available to buy online at 
www.communist-party.org.uk/
shop/
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MCSTRIKE

On October 4th across 
Britain, retail and 
hospitality workers at 

JD Wetherspoon, McDonald’s, 
Uber Eats and TGI Fridays 
marched out together in a 
coordinated strike against 
poor wages and exploitative 
contracts in a bid for full union 
recognition.

In a sector which is 
disproportionately populated 
by young people whilst 
simultaneously experiencing 
severe underrepresentation 
in the trade union movement, 
this strike and the solidarity 
events that went along with it, 
were incredibly important.

This movement has 
opened the door to further 
actions against employers who 

routinely treat their staff with 
contempt and offer them such 
poor wages that many of them 
are forced into benefits.

The majority of young 
people are removed from the 
trade union movement despite 
the fact that they are almost 
always the most exploited and 
the most overworked.

The “McStrike” has blown 
apart the idea that a trade 
union is a place for old white 
men to talk about their factory 
jobs.

Whilst I would obviously 
argue that a trade union has 
never been this, it is difficult to 
argue against such a narrative 
when the majority of union 
leaders are white men and the 
majority of union struggles 

have taken place in a factory 
or yard context. 

Despite the proud history 
of trade unions in fighting 
these struggles we must learn 
to fight in new struggles.

Fifty years ago, the majority 
of YCL members, and the 
majority of the youth would 
have worked in industry, this 
is simply not the case today as 
more and more young people 
are forced into precarious 
retail and service work, where 
they are forced to endure 
poor wages and temporary 
contracts. 

The trade union movement 
needs to evolve with the times 
and needs to address the 
real problems faced by young 
workers.

The McStrike has been 
an excellent example of what 
young trade unionists can 
achieve when they work for 
it and the movement needs 
to throw their weight behind 
those campaigning- the days 
of TIMEX and Dagenham 
strikes are over and we 
need to support the struggle 
where it appears today, 
whether it’s McDonalds, TGIs, 
Wetherspoons or Uber.

Peter Ward-Stoddart is 
a member of the Young 
Communist League’s 
Executive Committee.

MCSTRIKE! 
PETER WARD-STODDART discusses the importance of the recent ‘McStrike’ 
and the new opportunity to unionise thousands of young workers
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FOODBANK COLLECTION

On Saturday 20 October the Young 
Communist League mobilised its 
branches, members, friends and 
allies to participate in the YCL’s 
first National Foodbank Collection. 
The largest collections took place 
in Cornwall, Glasgow, London, 
Manchester and Newcastle.

N A T I O N A L 
F O O D B A N K 
COLLECTION

Food poverty in Britain in 
2018

Statistics from the Trussell 
Trust, the nationwide charity 
coordinating foodbanks, 
show that since 2010 the 
number of emergency three 
day food supplies provided 
by foodbanks in Britain has 
increased from just over 
40,898 to 1,332,952 in 2018 – 
an increase of 3,275%.

Approximately 666,476 
people have used foodbanks in 
the year 2017 -2018. The real 
figure could be far higher.

The reality behind these 
statistics is sickening - working 
people in one of the richest 
countries on the planet are 
unable to feed themselves. It 
is a damning indictment of the 
inhumane capitalist system. 
This increase is the direct 
result of the austerity policies 
of successive Conservative 
Governments.

Workers must fight to 
remove this anti-worker 
government. But we also need 
to come together to help 

the most vulnerable working 
people made to suffer in the 
interests of big business and 
finance capital.

Our aim

Communists don’t believe 
in charity. Working people 
deserve more than the crumbs 
off the table.

This was a political act. 
It was intended to draw 
attention to the cruel impact 
of Tory austerity in the 
working class communities 
that we live in. It was a 
practical example of working 
class solidarity and a 
demonstration of unity in the 
face of this Government.

Equally importantly, it will 
provide some small relief to 
those facing dire poverty as 
we approach winter.

What we achieved

Visible collections were 
held in many of Britain’s 
largest cities. In addition to this 
smaller collections organised 

by collectives and individual 
comrades took place in 
smaller towns and villages. We 
are under no illusion that our 
efforts today were modest and 
even more so when measured 
against the scale of food 
poverty in Britain.

The generous 
contributions made today 
up and down the country 
are testament to the spirit 
of Britain’s working class. 
We completely reject the 
cynical conclusion that “human 
beings are fundamentally 
selfish”. Despite the efforts of 
the capitalist system isolate 
and break down working 
people, we remain social 

and compassionate. Working 
class solidarity can overcome 
divisions of race and religion - 
and any obstacle.

Our aim is to build on 
today’s collection in our daily 
struggles and tie it to our 
broader struggle to remove 
this anti-worker government.

For peace, jobs and 
socialism in our lifetime!

Executive Committee,
Young Communist 
League

20 October 2018
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POETRY CORNER

When the battle was over,
And the fighter was dead, a man came 
toward him
And said to him: ‘Do not die, I love you 
so!’
But the corpse, how sad! Went on dying.

And two came near, and repeated it.
‘Do not leave us! Courage! Return to 
life!’
But the corpse, how sad! Went on dying.

Twenty arrived, a hundred, a thousand, 
five hundred thousand,
Shouting: ‘So much love, and nothing can 
be done against death!’
But the corpse, how sad! Went on dying.

Millions of people stood around him,
All with the same request: ‘Stay here, 
brother!’
But the corpse, how sad! Went on dying.

Then all the men of the earth
Stood around him; the corpse looked at 
them sadly, deeply moved;
He sat up slowly,
Put his arms around the first man; 
started to walk …

Poetry Corner
The Masses
by César Vallejo

PICTURED: César Vallejo 11892 - 1938

“

César Abraham Vallejo Mendoza was a Peruvian 
poet, writer, playwright, and journalist. 

Born the 11th child to parents who were 
both of mixed Spanish and Quechua Indian 
origins, Vallejo as a child witnessed at first hand 
hunger and poverty and the injustices done 
to the Indians of the region. He attended the 
University of Trujillo, where he studied both 
law and literature, writing a thesis entitled 
El romanticismo en la poesía castellana 
(“Romanticism in Castilian Poetry”; published 
1954).

Although he published only three books of 
poetry during his lifetime, he is considered 
one of the great poetic innovators of the 20th 
century in any language.

He was always a step ahead of literary currents, 
and each of his books was distinct from the 
others, and, in its own sense, revolutionary.
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Back 2 Basics
Part One: Materialism

The philosophical 
underpinning of 
Marxism-Leninism 
is often referred 
to as “dialectical 

materialism”. Part 1 of this 
series sets out what that 
actually means-materialism in 
this issue and dialectics in the 
next issue.

In Ludwig Feuerbach Engels 
describes the materialist 
method in the following way: 
“to comprehend the world-
nature and history-just as it 
presents itself to everybody 
who approaches it free from 
preconceived idealist fancies”. 
Lenin writes in Materialism 
and Empirio-Criticism that 
“the fundamental premise of 
materialism is the recognition 
of the external world, of the 
existence of things outside 
and independent of our 
mind”. This leads us to one 
of the oldest questions of 
philosophy-the question of the 
relationship between thinking 
and being. This question has 
divided all philosophers, and 
indeed anyone who pauses to 
consider their view on life, into 
two camps. Those who assert 
that the mental (or spiritual) 
is primary and the physical 
secondary are termed idealists, 
while those who believe 
that the physical is primary 
comprise the materialists.

Ever since this question 
was posed, people have 
attempted to blur the 
distinction between 
materialists and idealists, 
some by claiming to have 
“transcended” both 
philosophies or created 

a   synthesis of the two. But 
in reality these “Syntheses” 
turn out to be either idealism 
dressed up in new terminology, 
or else what Engels called 
“shamefaced materialism”. 
A particular case of the 
latter is “agnosticism” (the 
name comes from the Greek 
from “don’t know”), which 
operates like materialism in 
practice but in theory refuses 
on principle to answer the 
question. In some cases, rather 
than challenge materialist 
philosophy, attempts have been 
made to change the actual 
meaning of the word itself. 
“By the word materialism 
the philistine understands 

gluttony, drunkenness, lust 
of the eye, lust of the flesh, 
arrogance, cupidity, avarice, 
miserliness, profit-hunting and 
stock-exchange swindling-in 
short, all the filthy vices in 
which he himself indulges in 
private. By the word idealism 
he understands the belief in 
virtue, universal philanthropy 
and in a general way a ‘better 
world,’ of which he boasts 
before others, but in which he 
himself at the utmost believes 
only so long as he is going 
through the depression or 
bankruptcy consequent upon 
his customary ‘materialist 
excesses” (Engels). 

But idealism in its correct 

philosophical usage means 
the belief that the mental (or 
spiritual) is the pre-cursor, 
and indeed the creator, of 
the physical world around 
us. In its most extreme form 
this becomes a refusal to 
acknowledge the existence 
of real, physical objects. It is 
held that the entire world 
exists only in our minds. 
However, this philosophy, 
in refusing to recognise the 
existence of the physical 
body, leads to the postulate 
that these thought processes, 
with which we create the 
world we see around us, are 
carried out without the use 
of the brain (as this would 

Back2Basics is a regular feature in Challenge, an ongoing series of articles 
of Marxist Concepts made easy.



mean accepting the existence 
of a physical organ). This 
suggestion (mockingly referred 
to by Lenin as “brainless 
philosophy”) in its most 
extreme form leads to the 
claim that “only I exist”, and 
everything and everyone else 
is a figment of my imagination. 
The less openly crazed variant 
still runs into serious trouble-
since it   argues that nothing 
exists except in so far as 
it is perceived by a human 
mind, it is forced to deny that 
the world (or the universe) 
existed before there were 
people to observe (“create”) 
it.

Other, more sophisticated 
forms of idealism are on 
the surface much more 
acceptable. These include 
the various world religions, 
which hold that the world 
owes its origins to ,some 
super-natural creator, and 
other philosophies, like that 
of GWF Hegel, which replace 
the god of the monotheistic 
religions with the “absolute 
idea”. This type of idealism 
recognises material objects, 
but asserts the existence of 
a “higher”, “purely spiritual’ 
world of which matter is only 
the “reflection”. This is the 
opposite of the materialist 
view, which sees matter as 
primary and regards thoughts 
as images or reflections of 
matter, themselves created by 
a piece of matter-the brain. 

This view can be 
caricatured by claiming that 
materialists “reduce” human 
behaviour and society to the 
level of machines, leading to 
the argument that we need 
to hang onto the idea of 
the “sour or else abandon 
compassion, morality and 
indeed political commitment. 
Nothing could be further 
from the truth. No materialist 
can argue, as some idealists 
do, that physical suffering is 
needed in order to “purify” 
the spirit; nor, as other 
idealists sometimes do, that it 
is a preparation for a perfect 
life after death in which 
justice will be restored. As 
communists, and materialists, 
we recognise this reality 
as the only reality. We can 
change the world. But to do 
so, we need to understand it 
correctly. Materialism means 

that all aspects of reality are 
open to scientific investigation 
and analysis; nothing can be 
parcelled off into a separate 
“spiritual realm” in which 
science is helpless in the face 
of “the will of God”. This is 
an essential part of the world 
outlook of scientific socialism-
which aims to understand the 
world in order to change it.

Further reading: 
The central concepts of 
materialism are set out by 
Friedrich Engels in his book 
Ludwig Feuerbach and the 
End of Classical German 
Philosophy. You might also 
want to look at part 1 
of Maurice Comforth’s 
Materialism and the Dialectical 
Method, the first volume 
of his textbook Dialectical 

Materialism. That’s pages 5-54 
if you’re using the 1968 edition. 
If you want to get more stuck 
into these questions, by Lenin’s 
Materialism and Empirio 
-Criticism at www.marxists.
org/ - its a lengthy (450 pages) 
and at times difficult book, but 
it can be well worth the effort.

.  
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YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 

wing of the Communist Party. 
The YCL has a long and proud 

history in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based 
progressive youth organisations 

that exist today owe their 
existence to the initiatives and 
work of the YCL. The YCL has 

always and continues to play a 
vital role in the struggles for peace, 

against racism and fascism, for 
gender equality, and all other 
popular struggles that involve 
young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the 
address below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to 
Challenge then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 
for Europe, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money 
order). Cheques & P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order 
online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.



We’re different to all the other papers 
– we’re not owned by oligarchs or 
friends 
of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it.
We’ve ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.
You can play your part by taking out 
shares, and getting your 

Britain’s only socialist daily
Britain’s only co-operative daily

The Morning Star

I hereby apply for membership of the People’s Press Printing Society Ltd. I enclose 
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Secretary Tony Briscoe

Own your own paper...
BUY A SHARE IN THE STAR’S 

Return this form to the secretary at the address listed. All payments in sterling payable to PPPS

Join the movement for a better media

Take a share in the people’s paper

Full name (individual application) 
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Signature  

Date of birth (you must be 16 or over) 

Email  

Postal address (inc. postcode) 

 

Existing member? Number 

Join thousands backing the campaign for a better media. Join the PPPS today

The more members of the co-op, the wider 
the democratic base, the more revenue we 
have to invest and, ultimately, the better the 
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Shareholder unions
include:

Community, CWU, FBU, 
GMB, NUM, POA,  
RMT, Ucatt, Unite the Union 
and the North  
East Area NUM




