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editorial
Dear Comrades

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge.

Domestically and internationally political developments have been coming 
thick and fast since the beginning of 2018. The activity of the League has 
kept pace and planning for a busy year of work and growth continues.

Brexit remains at the centre of political debate and discussion here in 
Britain. The Tory Government remains determined to railroad through 
a bankers’ Brexit which would maintain major restrictions on public 
investment and ownership. Under pressure from Blairites (p.7), Corbyn’s 
Labour Party have failed to offer anything other than ‘Brexit Lite’. The Party 
and the YCL must place themselves at the centre of calls for a People’s 
Brexit, a total break from the EU neoliberal bloc, based on democracy, 
sovereignty and public ownership (p.8).

Key in exposing the EU for the antidemocratic, imperialist institution that 
it is will be bringing public attention to the situation in Eastern Europe. In 
pursuit of it’s objectives the EU has supported the open rehabilitation of 
Nazism in Ukraine. The YCL must be key in opposing the resurgence of 
fascism and stand in solidarity with our comrades in the country (pp.14-17).

As comrades will know 8 March is International Working Women’s Day (pp. 
20-21). The YCL sends comradely greetings to women everywhere on this 
day! Much has been gained in the past century in the fight for equality, but 
that fight is far from over.  We must redouble our efforts to fight against the 
right wing back lash and oppression in all its forms (pp.18-19).

We are now well into Spring 2018. This year more than ever has to be a 
year of growth and advance for the YCL. Comrades must seize the initiative 
to increase levels of activity and propaganda in their communities. Say ‘peace 
and socialism in our lifetimes’ and mean it! Be the change you want to see!

In comradeship

Johnnie Hunter

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through 
writing articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t 
hesitate to get in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or 
writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

Comrades 
must seize 
the initiative 
to increase 
levels of 
activity and 
propaganda 
in their 
communities 



3

CONTENTS

News 4-6
Statements 7-13
Solidarity with 
Ukraine!  14-15
Report from Ukraine 
Day of Action 16-17
International 
Womens’ Day  18-19
The Origins of IWD
 20-21
Connolly Youth 
Movement 22-23
Facebook 24
Profit Motive 26-27 
Hans Eisler 28-29 
Film Reviews 30
Poetry Corner  31
Back2Basics  32
What We Stand For  34

in this
issue

Solidarity with 
Ukraine 
p14 - 15

International 
Womens’ 
Day p18-19

Lenin 
Requiem 
p28 - 29

March 2018 Volume 21, Issue 45
Layout & design: Ben Stevenson, James Rodie 
and Johnnie Hunter
Print: Communist Party
Published by: YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe 
Rd, CR0 1BD 

editorial



NEWS

4

The USA has experienced 
yet another horrific high 

school mass shooting on Val-
entine’s Day 2018. 

Nikolas Cruz entered the 
campus of a Florida school 
and gunned down classmates, 
killing 17.

Cruz has been linked to 
white supremacist militia the 
Republic of Florida, whose 
leader Jordan Jereb claimed 
that the gunman was a 
member who participated in 
“drills”. The claim was sub-
sequently withdrawn, while 
other members of the racist 
outfit claimed that the confu-
sion was due to it having other 
members called Nicholas.

Cruz’s lawyers say that he is 
mentally unstable — a claim 
already made by President 
Donald Trump in a tweet a day 
after. Trump said classmates 
should have reported Cruz.

In fact, he had been reported 
to the FBI, but no action was 
taken. Many have noted, with-
out surprise, that the highly 
armed, white male, Cruz was 
taken alive – in stark contrast 
to the hundreds of innocent 
black people gunned down 
by US law enforcement every 
year.

Hundreds of pupils from 
the Florida school have since 

launched demonstrations in 
the state capital to demand 
gun control. These dem-
onstrations have escalated 
and spread throughout the 
country. 

As expected they have been 
met with attacks from the Re-
publican Party  which is heavily 
sponsored by the National 
Rifle Association. Fourteen 
of Florida’s 27 members of 
the House of Representatives 
received money from the NRA 

at the last election.
Mr Trump, who was at his 

Florida golf course at the time, 
said he was “supportive” of 
stricter background checks for 
gun buyers. Trump has actually 
relaxed certain gun controls 
since coming to power. The 
President has concurrently 
been trying to tackle ‘rumours’ 
that he paid a $1 million hush 
payment to adult actress 
Stormy Daniels to conceal an 
affair.

in the news
Mass Shooting at 
Florida High School

The European Union’s Court of 
‘Justice’ ruled at the end of Feb-
ruary that pregnant and breast-
feeding women in member 
states will lose their protection 
from workplace dismissal in the 
event of a mass redundancy.

Previously EU law had barred 
employers from firing pregnant 
women from the start of their 
pregnancy until the end of their 
maternity leave, barring excep-
tional cases.

The case is a blow to women 
worker’s across the bloc. EU law 
has ‘supremacy’ over national 
legislation where the two con-
tradict. 

The judgment will also be un-
comfortable news for ‘Remain-
ers’ who consistently argued 
during the referendum campaign 
that EU institutions would pro-
tect social and economic rights 
from the Tories.

EU Removes 
Protection 
for Pregnant 
Workers

MASSACRE: high school students flee yet 
another fatal shooting in Florida
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After the2008 banking crash 
and now the Carillion 

collapse who can doubt that 
capitalism is in crisis.

Bloated multinationals like 
Carillion are the product of an 
unholy alliance between the 
Tory Party and ‘New’ Labour 
which saw the banks deregu-
lated, public services privatised 
and pricey PFI replace public 
investment in infrastructure 
projects. Public spending cuts 
and wage freeze led to a dec-
ade of austerity.

Carillion grew out of the 
takeover of construction 
firms to bid for public private 
partnerships. The firm func-
tioned as a giant Ponzi scheme 
depending on a stream of 
contracts underwritten by the 
tax payer. But with tight profit 
margins in construction and 
projects like railways, hospitals 
and roads taking years to com-

plete the firm looked increas-
ingly at risk.

However dodgy the firm’s 
finances were shareholders 
still got their dividends and 
bosses their bonuses.  Now 
thousands of workers face 
losing their jobs and their pen-
sions look at risk.

Complicit in the cover up 
of Carillion’s chronic instabil-
ity are pension regulators and 
KPMG and Price Waterhouse 
Cooper.

The Financial Conduct 
Authority is investigating profit 
warnings made by the com-
pany last year. The Pensions 
Regulator, kept quiet about 
the fact that Carillion paid out 
£80m in dividends and only 
put £47m into its pension 
scheme, in spite of its £580m 
deficit.

Carillion’s shares are held 
by profit-hungry investment 

banks, asset management 
funds and private equity funds. 
These sharks bought or sold 
its shares by looking at its rev-
enue and the amount of cash 
on its balance book.  Executive 
pay and bonuses were  linked 
to the ability to generate cash 
and support the share price.

So Carillion had to bid low 
to win contracts and keep ex-
panding into more risky areas. 

The government cannot 
rescue the firm because of the 
neoliberal “austerity” borrow-
ing rules it follows and because 
state aid would fall foul of the 
free market EU rules.

The deepening capital-
ist crisis shows that popular 
power and thorough going 
socialist measures are needed 
to rebuild Britain’s productive 
economy and break free from 
the EU big business club.

Carillion: 
a new crisis

The Labour movement 
should beware the 

drive to present continu-
ing alignment with the EU 
single market as a ‘unifying’ 
post-Brexit policy, Britain’s 
communists have warned.

 General secretary Robert 
Griffiths branded it “a ‘one-
nation’ Tory and big busi-
ness approach that would 
obstruct the progressive 
policies of a future Labour 
government.”

He told the party’s po-
litical committee that EU 
single-market rules enforced 
by the overbearing EU Com-
mission and the unaccount-
able European Central Bank 
would not only stop Britain 
negotiating its own eco-
nomic relations with other 
developed and third-world 
countries, but would also 
restrict or outlaw many of 
the measures in Labour’s 
general-election manifesto.

Single-market rules are 
at odds with state backed 
infrastructure investment, 
aid for industry, VAT reform, 
fairer public procurement 
policies, renationalisation of 
the railways and water sup-
ply and a regulated labour 
market that puts an end to 
super-exploitation.

The party reiterated its 
support for a ‘people’s exit’ 
from the EU, with no sub-
mission to EU single-market 
rules, a minimum divorce bill 
and regulation of the move-
ment of capital and labour 
rather than a ‘capitalist free 
market to maximise corpo-
rate profit’.

Britain’s communists are 
approaching other left and 
labour-movement forces to 
reinvigorate campaigning for 
an EU exit settlement which 
respects popular sovereignty 
and safeguards the rights and 
powers of a future Labour 
government.

The University and Col-
lege Union (UCU) has 
received a mandate 

for strike action, in response 
to proposed changes to the 
Universities Superannuation 
Scheme (USS) pension scheme.

A ballot of members was 
held on 19th of January, with 
a reported turnout of 57.4%. 
88% of UCU members voting 
supported for this strike in a 
legal ballot. The strike is ex-
pected to affect 61 universities 
across the UK, including the 
University of Glasgow.

The dispute centres on 

changes to the USS, with nego-
tiations taking place between 
Universities UK (UUK), the 
body which represents univer-
sities, and UCU. 

The proposed changes 
would see the replacement of 
guaranteed pension benefits 
with a defined contribution 
scheme. There are fears that 
this would expose the pension 
scheme to undue market risk.

That means huge uncer-
tainty and a reduced retire-
ment income for all. A typical 
lecturer will lose £10,000 a 
year in retirement.

The strike has seen solidar-
ity actions by students up and 
down the country. At the time 
of going to print the dispute 
remains ongoing.

Single 
Market: 
Beware EU 
Myths

UCU Strike Over Pensions
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Meeting in Caracas Feb. 26, 
the Venezuelan Com-

munist Party (PCV) and the 
governing United Socialist 
Party (PSUV) reached a his-
toric agreement after days of 
negotiation. 

As a result of the “PSUV-
PCV Unitary Accord,” the first 
of its kind in the country’s 
revolutionary struggle, the two 
parties agree to work together 
to solve the challenges facing 
Venezuela and the Bolivarian 
Revolution.

The PCV also agreed to 
endorse incumbent President 
Nicolás Maduro in the upcom-
ing Presidential Election on 22 
April 2018.

The Unitary Accord was 
presented at the PCV’s 
Fourteenth National Confer-
ence, during which President 
Maduro and several top PSUV 
members and government 
ministers addressed the del-
egates and signed the Accord. 

The accord warns of the 
threat of intervention in 
Venezuelan politics by the US 
and its allies, with “the real 
possibility that the right-wing 
governments of Colombia, 
Brazil and Guyana may gener-
ate a provocation on our 
borders.”

It calls for the “adoption 

and strengthening of meas-
ures aimed at dismantling the 
power of private monopolies” 
and the development of “a 
new productive post-oil model 
of sovereign development.”

The next day President 
Maduro was accompanied by 
thousands of supporters as he 
officially registered as a candi-
date for re-election.

He made the journey to 
the National Electoral Coun-
cil offices in Caracas after a 
symbolic visit to the Mountain 
Barracks, as late president 
Hugo Chavez’s resting place is 
known.

“We arrive at this sacred 
place to pay honour to our 

unconquered commander 
and tell him we won’t ever fail 
him,” Mr Maduro declared.

On registering his candidacy 
the president challenged the 
opposition to “break its ties of 
dependence with the United 
States” and run against him.

The opposition Democratic 
Unity Roundtable says it will 
not take part in April’s elec-
tion, claiming it will be stolen, 
despite Venezuelan elections 
receiving repeated clean bills 
of health from international 
observers and its electoral 
process being described by 
former US president Jimmy 
Carter as “the best in the 
world.”

news
Venzuela: accord 
between PSUV-PCV

China’s 2018 National Peo-
ple’s Congress opened on 5 

March at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing.

 With 2,980 members in 2018, 
the Congress is the largest 
parliamentary body in the world. 
The Congress has powers of 
amending the constitution, pass-
ing major legislation and electing 
senior government positions.

 On the opening day Premier 
Li Keqiang set out the govern-
ment’s plans for 2018, vowing to 
focus on meeting citizens’ basic 
needs and lifting 10 million poor 
rural people out of poverty.

 Mr Li announced a three-year 
housing renovation scheme, with 
5.8 million new homes this year. 
There will also be a boost to 
public-sector rented housing for 
low-income families.

 The government plans 
increases on spending in health, 
pensions and social assistance 
programmes. More money for 
schools is intended to cut class 
sizes and ensure rural students 
complete their education, Mr Li 
said.

 The government anticipates 
creating 11 million new urban 
jobs this year, keeping unemploy-
ment below 5.5 per cent.

CHINA: 
National 
People’s 
Congress 
Convenes

UNITED: Maduro confirms his candidacy in 
Caracas.
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CP Comment on Brexit & Blair
In response to Tony Blair’s 

statement on Brexit and 
the Labour Party today 

(January 4, 2018), CPB General 
Secretary Robert Griffiths said:

Jeremy Corbyn should take 
no advice from a discredited 

charlatan whose contempt 
for public opinion is exceeded 
only by his contempt 
for honest and truthful 
government. Instead of a Tory 
Brexit, we need a Labour 
Brexit - not a betrayal of 17.4 

million Leave voters. Tony 
Blair’s fanatical support for 
the anti-democratic, pro-big 
business EU is the last thing 
Labour needs if it wants to 
keep millions of working class 
electors and win millions more 

from UKIP and the Tories at 
the next General Election. 

Communist Party

4 January 2018

‘Don’t take eyes off the 
imperialist wrecking ball’, say 
Communists 
The media’s ‘Trump, 

Trump, Trump’ obsession 
is attracting attention 

away from what imperialism 
is actually doing around the 
world’, Liz Payne told the 
Communist Party executive 
committee last weekend.

The party’s chair said that 
the major imperialist powers, 
led by the USA but also 
including Britain and France, 
were spreading conflict and 
terror in their vain efforts 
to solve a ‘systemic crisis’ 
of international capitalism 
by intensified domination, 
super-exploitation and a ‘war 
economy’.

Reporting back from the 
recent meeting of the World 
Peace Council in Hanoi, 
Ms Payne pointed to the 
militarisation of the European 
Union and the build-up of US 
and Western military forces 
and bases in eastern Europe, 
the Baltic states, former Soviet 
republics, Africa, the Middle 
East and southern and eastern 
Asia.

‘As the leading imperialist 

power, the USA now has an 
annual military budget of 
$611bn and rising - more 
than one-third of the global 
total, more than the next 
eight countries combined and 
almost nine times Russia’s 
spending on arms’, the CP 
chair remarked.

‘Sanctions, ideological 
warfare, plots, coups, military 
threats and interventions are 
the tools of imperialist foreign 
policy from Cuba, Honduras 
and Venezuela to Ukraine, Syria 
and Korea’, Ms Payne argued.

She condemned the 
‘unhelpful’ declarations of 
US government support for 
anti-regime protestors in 
Iran, while expressing the 
Communist Party of Britain’s 
long-standing solidarity with 
working class and progressive 
forces opposing the 
reactionary Tehran regime. 

The CP executive urged 
support for the Day of 
Action called by Britain’s 
Young Communist League for 
Saturday, February 10, when 
‘No to Fascism! Solidarity with 

the Communists!’ protests will 
be held at Ukraine’s London 
embassy, Edinburgh consulate 
and venues in Glasgow and 
Manchester.

Britain’s Communists 
also urged the Labour Party 
to correct a ‘potentially fatal 
weakness’ in its manifesto by 
adopting an ‘anti-war, anti-
imperialist’ foreign policy 
instead of one based on 
NATO, military aggression and 
nuclear weapons.

In relation to its own 
programme, Britain’s Road to 
Socialism, the CP executive 
received the first draft of an 
updated edition and declared 
its intention to hold a series 
of public events to discuss it 
in the late spring and early 
summer.

The party’s trade union 
organiser, Andy Bain, urged 
solidarity with striking 
railway workers opposed 
to driver-only trains and 
demanded action against the 
directors and accountants of 
bankrupt privateers Carillion, 
condemning the theft of 

pension funds and calling for 
outsourced public services to 
brought back in-house.

The Communist Party 
will be participating in the 
People’s Assembly and 
Health Campaigns Together 
demonstrations on February 3 
to defend the NHS, unveiling 
a new dedicated banner and 
distributing a special issue of 
its Unity! bulletin.

Communist Party

22 January 2018
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Communist Party of Britain 
Statement on repression in Iran 
The Communist Party 

of Britain strongly 
condemns the mass 

arrests in Iran, now estimated 
at over 2,000, and expresses 
grave concern at the reported 
torture of detainees. The 
party’s general secretary 
Rob Griffiths has lodged 
an official protest with the 
UK Representative of the 
Islamic Republic. The British 
party sends its solidarity to 
the Tudeh Party of Iran, the 
country’s party of working 
people.

According to reports 
reaching the British party, the 
protests that developed during 
the week before New Year 
represented a spontaneous 

upsurge of popular anger 
against spiralling prices and 
growing unemployment.  Over 
the past months the prices 
of some staple foods have 
more than doubled and youth 
unemployment reached 28 per 
cent.

These protests are 
therefore distinct from those 
that occurred after the 2009 
elections which were confined 
to the main cities and were 
primarily political, a protest 
against perceived electoral 
fraud. On this occasion the 
protests have been across all 
urban centres, involved those 
most exposed to economic 
hardship and developed 
slogans that attacked blatant 

economic injustice and social 
inequality. The luxuries of the 
ruling elite, of leading clerics 
and the Islamic Guards, have 
been contrasted with the 
impoverishment of working 
people.

At the same time the 
Communist Party of Britain 
notes the warnings given by 
the Tudeh party against the 
hi-jacking of the protests by 
reactionary elements.

‘It is total hypocrisy for 
the United States, Israel and 
Saudi Arabia to issue warnings 
to the Iranian government.  
These are the countries that 
have imposed the economic 
boycotts on Iran which bear 
direct responsibility for the 

inflation and unemployment. 
They also countries that are 
currently seeking to impose, 
by force, a deeply dangerous 
and reactionary agenda on the 
Middle East – from Palestine 
to Syria, Lebanon and Yemen. 
It is, as the Tudeh Party 
argues, for the Iranian people 
themselves to recover their 
freedom, to redevelop their 
past heritage of progressive, 
class-based organisation and 
to oppose all imperialist 
intrigues.’

Communist Party

8 January 2018

Labour movement must speak 
up for EU ‘third option’ 
The labour movement 

is failing to voice the 
interests of workers 

and their families in the Brexit 
debate, according to Britain’s 
Communists.

‘Echoing the fears and 
aspirations of the CBI, the 
Institute of the Directors and 
the City of London casino is 
not the same as speaking up 
for working class interests’, 
general secretary Robert 
Griffiths told the Communist 
Party’s political committee on 
Wednesday evening.

He was speaking as Britain 
and the EU embark upon the 
second round of negotiations 
to exit the European Union.

‘Securing access to the 
European single market need 
not mean capitulating to 
the treaties, directives and 
institutions of the EU, which 

serve the interests of the 
capitalist monopolies’, Mr 
Griffiths argued.

He pointed out that 
numerous countries around 
the world trade with the 
EU without giving up their 
right to decide their own 
trade, financial, industrial or 
immigration policies.

‘Most of British big 
business wants to keep Britain 
as closely aligned as possible 
with the Single Market 
because its rules for the free 
movement of capital, goods 
and labour, together with the 
right of companies to operate 
in any country they choose, 
enables them to maximise 
profit at the expense of 
working people’, Mr Griffiths 
added.

The CP leader warned 
that EU treaties and directives 

would be used to impede a 
future Labour government’s 
programme to boost 
infrastructure investment, 
take energy, water, railways 
and the Royal Mail back into 
public ownership, extend 
state aid to industry, prevent 
import ‘dumping’, promote 
regional development and 
regulate the terms of public 
sector contracts in favour of 
trade union recognition, equal 
opportunities, training and tax 
compliance.

He highlighted a string of 
rulings by the European Court 
of Justice to restrict the rights 
of elected governments and 
trade unions to take action to 
protect imported, outsourced 
or redundant workers.

But Mr Griffiths also 
insisted that the alternative 
to alignment with the EU 

single market is not ‘the Tory 
neoliberal wet dream of 
deregulated markets, cheap 
and flexible labour and free 
trade agreements by which 
companies can take elected 
governments to special courts’.

Instead, he urged the 
labour movement to promote 
a third option beyond the EU 
and global neoliberalism.

‘In order to prosper, 
the workers and peoples of 
Britain need public investment, 
public ownership, economic 
planning, collective bargaining 
and a fair immigration policy 
instead of “Fortress Europe” 
discrimination and the 
super-exploitation of migrant 
workers’, he proposed.

Communist Party

15 February 2018
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We stand in solidarity with 
Iranian people, and against 
any foreign intervention in 

the internal affairs of Iran
The Communist and Workers’ 

parties that sign this statement have 
followed with concern the recent 
developments in Iran where tens of 
thousands of people in many towns 
and cities across Iran protested 
against the policies of the autocratic 
regime.

The protests were against the 
destructive economic policies of the 
regime, its brutal violation of human 
and democratic rights and disregard 
for the ILO conventions regarding 
workers’ rights and its widespread 
corruption. Young people have been 
the main victims of the regime’s 
policies, including more than five 
million unemployed graduates. Those 
who came out were predominantly 
young and from poor working class 
districts demanding fundamental 
economic, social and cultural change – 
jobs, a living wage, dignity, respect and 
justice. 

We have received credible 
reports about brutal tactics used by 
the security forces and the regime’s 
paramilitary militia to violently 
break up these mainly peaceful 
demonstrations by ordinary people. 
At least 20 demonstrators have been 
killed and more than 3700 people 
arrested and taken into custody. 
The security forces have raided and 

occupied university campuses in 
different parts of the country to stop 
the student movement from joining 
the protests. A significant number 
of university students not involved 
in any protest demonstration were 
arrested at home or on the campuses 
of their universities. The authorities 
have claimed that this illegal measure 
is “preventative”.

The people of Iran and their 
progressive forces have repeatedly 
and resolutely stated that, based on 
their own history and experience of 
recent tragedies in the Middle East, 
they reject any outside intervention in 
the internal affairs of Iran under any 
pretext whatsoever and believe that 
the future of Iran should be decided 
only by the Iranian people themselves.

We believe that the realisation 
of the demands of the protesters 
for peace, progress and social justice 
is the best guarantee for Iran’s 
independence and for genuine popular 
sovereignty. This is the only sure way 
to guard against foreign interference 
in the internal affairs of the country 
and for the Iranian people to 
stand firm and united against the 
machinations of US imperialism 
and its allies, in particular the Israeli 
government and the reactionary 
regimes in Saudi Arabia and other 
Persian Gulf States.

The Communist and Workers’ 
parties co-signing this statement of 
support for the struggle of the Iranian 

people for peace, progress and social 
justice are united in:
• Condemning the use of repressive 

measures against civilian protesters 
which have resulted in at least 22 
deaths and the arrest of thousands 
of protesters and activists.

• Demanding that the authorities 
publish a list of names of all 
those arrested during the protest 
demonstrations and where they are 
being held, and immediately release 
all those detained by the security 
forces.

• Requesting that all those held 
are guaranteed access to legal 
representation of their own 
choosing.

• Demanding an end to the use of all 
forms of torture.

• Demanding the removal of all 
military and security units from 
university campuses.

• Supporting the demands of 
the protesters for an end to 
privatisation, unemployment and 
corruption - all outcomes of the 
neoliberal-driven austerity policies 
of the regime.

• Rejecting any foreign intervention 
whatsoever in the internal affairs of 
Iran and emphasizing that the future 
of Iran should be decided by the 
Iranian people themselves alone.

22 January 2018
www. solidnet.org

1. Communist Party of Albania
2. PADS, Algeria
3. Communist Party of Austria
4. Communist Party of Australia
5. Party of Labour, Austria
6. Progressive Tribune,
7. Communist Party of Bangladesh
8. Workers’ Party of Belgium
9. Brazilian Communist Party
10. Communist Party of Britain
11. Party of Bulgarian Communists
12. Communist Party of Canada
13. Socialist Workers Party
14. AKEL (Cyprus)
15. Communist Party of Bohemia and 

Moravia
16. Communist Party in Denmark
17. The Egyptian Communist Party
18. Communist Party of Estonia

19. French Communist Party
20. German Communist Party
21. Communist Party of Greece
22. Workers’ Party of Hungary
23. Communist Party of India
24. Communist Party of India –Marxist
25. Tudeh Party of Iran
26. Iraqi Communist Party
27. Communist Party of Ireland
28. Workers Party of Ireland
29. Communist Party of Israel
30. Communist Party (Italy)
31. Italian Refoundation Communist Party
32. Jordanian Communist Party
33. Lebanese Communist Party
34. Communist Party of Malta
35. Communist Party of Mexico
36. New Communist Party of the 

Netherlands

37. Communist Party of Pakistan
38. Palestinian People’s Party
39. Paraguayan Communist Party
40. The Philippine Communist Party (PKP- 

1930)
41. Communist Party of Poland
42. Communist Party of the Russian 

Federation
43. Party Communists of Serbia
44. New Communist Party of Yugoslavia
45. South African Communist Party
46. Communist Party of Sudan
47. Communist Party of Spain
48. Communist Party of People’s of Spain
49. Communist Party of Sweden
50. Communist Party of Turkey
51. Communist Party of Ukraine
52. Communist Party USA

Signatory Parties:

Common Appeal of Communist and Workers’ 
Parties on Developments in Iran
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1. Communist Party of Albania
2. PADS
3. Communist Party of Argentina
4. Party of Labour of Austria
5. Communist Party of Australia
6. Communist Party of Azerbaidjan
7. Progressive Tribune, Bahrain
8. Communist Party of Bangladesh
9. Communist Party Wallonia-Brussels 

(Belgium)
10. Workers’ Party of Belgium (PTB)
11. Brazilian Communist Party
12. Communist Party of Brazil
13. Communist Party of Britain
14. Communist Party of Canada
15. Communist Party of Chile
16. Socialist Workers Party of Croatia
17. AKEL, Cyprus
18. Communist Party of Bohemia and 

Moravia
19. Communist Party of Denmark
20. Communist Party of Estonia
21. Communist Party of Egypt
22. French Communist Party

23. Communist Party of Macedonia
24. German Communist Party
25. Communist Party of Greece
26. People’s Progressive Party of Guyana
27. Hungarian Workers Party
28. Communist Party of India
29. Communist Party of India (Marxist)
30. Iraqi Communist Party
31. Tudeh Party of Iran
32. Communist Party of Ireland
33. Workers Party of Ireland
34. Communist Party of Israel
35. Communist Party (Italy)
36. Jordanian Communist Party
37. Lebanese Communist Party
38. Socialist People’s Front, Lithuania
39. Communist Party of Luxembourg
40. Communist Party of Mexico
41. New Communist Party of the 

Netherlands
42. Communist Party of Norway
43. Communist Party of Pakistan
44. Palestinian People’s Party
45. Paraguayan Communist Party

46. Philippine Communist Party [PKP-
1930]

47. Communist Party of Poland
48. Portuguese Communist Party
49. Communist Party the Russian 

Federation
50. Union of Communist Parties - CPSU
51. Communist Party of the Soviet Union
52. New Communist Party of Yugoslavia
53. Party Communists of Serbia
54. South African Communist Party
55. Syrian Communist Party
56. Communist Party of the Peoples of 

Spain (PCPE)
57. Sudanese Communist Party
58. Communist Party of Sweden
59. Communist Party of Turkey
60. Communist Party of Ukraine
61. Communist Party USA
62. Communist Party of Venezuela

Signatory Parties:

Common Appeal of Communist and Workers’ 
Parties for the Immediate Release of the 
leaders of the Communist Party of Sudan and 

all political detainees

The Communist and Workers’ 
parties that sign this statement 
have received verified 

information that in the past few 
days Comrade Mohamed Mokhtar 
Al-Khatieb, the Political Secretary 
of the Sudanese Communist Party, 
and a number of members of the 
Central Committee and leading 
cadres of the SCP have been 
arrested by the security forces of 
the regime. The party leadership was 
attacked following a successful mass 
demonstration in center of the capital 
Khartoum on Tuesday 16 January 
2018 protesting against the rise in the 
price of bread.
We believe that the health and lives 
of the detainees of the Sudanese 
Communist Party are in imminent 
danger.
The dictatorial regime in Sudan has 
demonstrated that it will resort 

to the use of force to prevent the 
peaceful protesters from practising 
their constitutional rights  to 
organise and participate in peaceful 
demonstration against the regime’s 
economic policies.
The arrest of the communist leaders 
in Sudan is coupled with the detention 
of opposition political leaders and 
activists, and the confiscation of 
newspapers, including Almidan, the 
central organ of the SCP.
The Communist and Workers’ parties 
co-signing this statement express 
their support to and solidarity with 
the struggle of the Sudanese people 
and workers for peace, democracy 
and social justice and demand:

• The immediate release of all 
political detainees;

• Freedom for Comrade Al-Khatieb 
and leading cadres of SCP;

• Respect of democratic rights and 
freedoms of the people;

• The abolition of the new economic 
measures introduced by the regime 
that will inevitably result in starving 
the majority of the Sudanese 
people.

23 January 2018
www. solidnet.org
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YCL New Year Address 2018
Comrades

Leaving behind the 
historic centenary year 

of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution we enter the 
second century in this chapter 
of the human journey – the 
era of international working 
class revolution.

Looking back on 100 
years of global socialist and 
antiimperialist struggle it is 
apparent, now more so than 
ever, that we stand on the 
shoulders of giants. Since the 
world changing events of the 
Russian Revolution, oppressed 
peoples everywhere have 
flocked to the banner of 
Communism, many making the 
ultimate sacrifice in service 
of human progress. But as 
Communists we cannot navel 
gaze. We are not custodians of 
the past. We fight and struggle 
to be the vanguard ushering in 
a new era. A society free from 
the exploitation of man by 
man. The socialist era.

In a time and a country 
when we are consistently told 
revolutionary and communist 
politics are a thing of the past, 
there are many reasons to be 
hopeful at the beginning of 
2018.

For the first time since 
the counterrevolutions in 
Eastern-Europe, events which 
occurred before the vast 
majority of our members 
were born, the momentum 
globally has shifted back to 
socialist and progressive 
forces. The socialist camp 
continues to strengthen and 
develop our understanding of 
the construction of socialism 
and socialist democracy. 
Imperialism faces more 
concerted challenges wherever 
it attempts to exert it’s force. 
The position of the major 
imperialist powers seems 
increasingly precarious, riven 
by internal class contradictions 
and economic stagnation.

As Communists however 
we recognise that none of this 
will inevitably lead to socialism. 
Far from it. The nuclear armed 
imperialist powers are at 
their most volatile when they 
are at their most vulnerable. 
Moreover, in the absence of a 

strong Communist movement 
these conditions can lead to 
the resurgence of fascism 
as we have seen in Eastern 
Europe. Only a Marxist 
Leninist party, grounded in 
the working class and in the 
trade union movement can 
win socialism in these times. 
History has proven this.

Globally, the Communist 
movement has be energised 
by the historic 1917 centenary. 
Parties everywhere are 
growing and mobilising in 
exciting and inspiring ways – 
over a quarter of a century 
after “the end of history”. 
Our movement truly is the 
only international ideological 
tradition of it’s kind. In Britain 
too the Party and the League 
continue to grow and take 
on new members, aiming to 
expand the struggle and our 
presence in working class 
communities.

The priorities in the 
coming year will be removing 
Theresa May and her 
despicable Tory government 
who are determined to 
continue and cement austerity 
and attacks on working class 
people. The ongoing Brexit 
negotiations will be a central 
of political focus this year 
and must be a focal point for 
attacking the government 
and ensuring that we achieve 
a left exit and a people’s 
Brexit. A complete break with 
Brussels, the Single Market 
and the unelected European 
Commission. Only then can 
Britain rebuild it’s shattered 
economy along lines of public 
ownership and nationalisation 
and forge an independent 
foreign policy.

As Communists it is not 
our duty to the class to shout 
empty slogans and preach 
revolution in the abstract. 
We must be pragmatic and 
analyse the political situation 
as it actually stands. The 
recent advances in the Labour 
Party are to be welcomed 
and represent a vindication 
of the the Party and the 
League’s strategy outlined 
in our programme, Britain’s 
Road to Socialism. In closing, 
the Communist Manifesto 

notes that Communists 
fight for the attainment of 
the immediate aims of the 
working class but that in the 
movement of the present, they 
also represent and defend 
the future of that movement. 
In the immediate context, 
the election of a Labour 
government would fulfil a 
number of the immediate aims 
of the movement in removing 
this government, coupled 
with many of the promises of 
nationalisation.

However, as Communists 
we recognise that the future of 
the movement is revolutionary 
socialism and not social 
democracy. The historic role 
of the British Labour Party, 
as with all social democratic 
parties, has been to dampen 
working class militancy, 
conceal class exploitation and 
avert revolution. The Labour 
Party has always betrayed 
the working class when the 
struggle with capital becomes 
most critical. Even when 
in power under a radical 
leadership Labour has adopted 
an imperialist foreign policy. 
We must continue to be 
clear and vocal in our Marxist 
analysis of the nature and 
limitations of social democracy. 
Our goal in 2018 remains 
winning the labour movement 

and the entire working class 
for revolutionary socialism.

Our fundamental priority 
over the coming year, which 
goes hand in hand with fighting 
to remove the Tories, is 
building the YCL and building 
the Communist Party. We must 
do this by throwing ourselves 
even more vigorously into the 
struggle against austerity and 
by adopting new strategies for 
winning more and more young 
workers and students to the 
League.

Start your 2018 in a 
revolutionary fashion. Dedicate 
yourself to the finest cause in 
all the world – the liberation 
of humankind.

If you are not a member 
already, join. If you are a 
comrade, rededicate yourself 
to the struggle. Ask yourself, in 
2018, what can I give and give 
more effectively in the struggle 
for socialism? There is no 
room for armchair socialists 
on the train of history, 
comrades!

Lenin! Party! YCL!
Peace and Socialism!

Executive Committee
Young Communist 

League

1 January 2018
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YCL Statement on New Army 
Recruitment Campaign 
The Young Communist 

League condemns in 
the strongest terms 

the British Army’s new media 
campaign aimed at recruiting 
a new generation of working-
class youth. This latest cynical 
effort by the armed forces 
is as deplorable as it is 
disingenuous. This effort by 
the Army to recruit youth 
from LGBTQ+ and religious 
minority backgrounds, groups 
which have historically faced 
intense prejudice from the 
Army, demonstrates their 
increasing desperation.

The Army talks about 
offering family and a sense 
of belonging to recruits, but 
this rebranding is just another 

attempt to take advantage of 
vulnerable young people who 
have nowhere else to go in 
our society. As opposed to 
providing family, belonging, 
good jobs and hope at home, 
the British capitalist state 
would rather brutalise them 
and make them into killers 
to serve in their overseas 
adventures.

Ask the thousands of 
veterans suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder, 
abandoned by the British 
state, many homeless and 
living on the streets, where 
the Army’s sense of family is. 
Tell the maimed and disabled 
soldiers about the opportunity 
a career in the Army offers. 

Hear from the peoples of 
Iraq and Afghanistan about 
the noble actions of British 
generals.

The YCL rejects the use of 
working class youth as cannon 
fodder in imperialist wars. 
Communists recognise that 
British workers have nothing 
to gain from slaughtering 
working people of other 
countries or dying in our 
exploiters’ wars.

The YCL calls for an end 
to this offensive recruitment 
campaign. The youth should 
be offered guaranteed 
employment, or, free vocational 
training or university 
education. The biggest service 
the Army and this government 

can offer British soldiers is 
bringing them home. The YCL 
demands the withdrawal of 
British forces from all foreign 
conflicts and overseas bases. 
The YCL calls for Britain’s 
withdrawal from the NATO 
imperialist alliance. The YCL 
rallies the youth to fight for 
peace and disarmament in our 
lifetime.

No to capitalism and war!
Yes to peace and socialism!

Executive Committee
Young Communist 

League

10 January 2018

Solidarity Statement with the 
UCU Strike from the YCL

The Young Communist 
League stands in support of 
striking lecturers and post 
graduate tutors who begin 
a period of strike action 
today, Thursday 22 February 
2018. The right to strike is a 
fundamental right of workers 
and their trade unions. Strike 
action is a central weapon in 
the arsenal of trade unions 
and often a last resort and an 
inevitability when employers 
refuse to negotiate as has been 
the case here.

Last month talks between 
UCU and the employers’ 
representative, Universities 
UK (UUK), ended without 
agreement and UUK’s plans 
to change the pension scheme 
in UK universities were 
forced through. The dispute 

centres on UUK’s proposals 
to end the defined benefit 
element of the Universities 
Superannuation Scheme (USS) 
pension scheme. UCU says 
this would leave a typical 
lecturer almost £10,000 a year 
worse off in retirement than 
under the current set-up. This 
is unacceptable as lecturers 
are forced to work longer and 
harder hours. The strike action 
that is being carried out is 
unprecedented in the history 
of higher education in the UK 
as a total of 14 strike days are 
currently planned. This is not 
surprising given the decisions 
of the UUK and it is reflected 
in the fact that 88% of voting 
members decided to back the 
strike.

The reception of the 

UCU’s strike signifies a wider 
problem in the education 
sector as it becomes 
increasingly commercialised. 
The NUS has always had a 
history of standing in support 
of the UCU, yet many from 
within the NUS and student 
associations across the 
country have criticised the 
impact of the UCU’s decision. 
While it is important to 
recognise the impact of the 
strike on current students, it 
is more important to assess 
the impact of poorer working 
conditions on lecturers and 
students. While these 14 days 
of strike action will have a 
negative impact on students 
in the short term, the longer 
term impact of not striking will 
be far more severe.

It is important that all 
students support their striking 
lecturers and avoid crossing 
picket lines at all costs. 
Without student support, the 
strike will be less effective 
and it is essential that both 
students and lecturers are 
united to protect the pay and 
conditions of staff and higher 
education in general.

Support striking lecturers 
and the UCU strike and stand 
against the commercialisation 
of education!

Unity is strength!

Executive Committee
Young Communist 

League

22 February 2018
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Solidarity Statement of WFDY 
with the Youth and Students of 
Iran 
The World Federation 

of Democratic Youth 
expresses its solidarity 

and support to the youth, 
students and people of Iran 
that are currently in front 
of repression, violence and 
oppression by the police and 
the paramilitaries of their 
country.

The youth of Iran are 
demonstrating the last days 
and they develop a difficult 
struggle in the streets of more 
than 70 towns of the country 
for their rights against the 
economic, social and cultural 
policies of the regime which 
have brought about high 
prices on basic consumer 
goods, huge unemployment, 
widespread privatisation and 
extreme poverty on a mass 
scale. They are standing against 
the violations of the regime 
on the human and democratic 

rights of the people, on the 
same time that they oppose 
the anti-popular policies 
and conventions against the 
workers.

WFDY condemns 
the extreme methods of 
interrogation of the regime, 
including torture to break the 
massive mobilizations of the 
youth and students. Just to 
mention that until now at least 
22 people have been killed and 
more than 1500 people have 
been arrested.

WFDY demands from 
the authorities of Iran to 
publish a list of names of all 
those arrested during the 
protest demonstrations and 
also the location they are 
held. WFDY also demands 
together with the youth of 
Iran the immediate end to all 
torture and the release of all 
those arrested by the security 

forces, along with the removal 
of all military and security 
units from inside university 
campuses.

Further, WFDY expresses 
its total support and solidarity 
to its member organization, 
the Tudeh Youth of the Iranian 
working class which is also 
in the streets supporting the 
mobilizations of the popular 
and progressive youth of the 
country. WFDY also calls the 
youth of the world and its 
member organizations to 
also express their support 
and solidarity to the struggle 
of the youth and people of 
Iran for peace, human and 
democratic rights, social 
justice, and for standing firm 
against the plans and plots of 
the US imperialism, the Israeli 
reactionary government and 
the reactionary regime in 
Saudi Arabia.

Long live the struggle for 
peace and progress!

Victory to the struggle 
of people for freedom, 
democracy, and social justice!

Long Live International 
Solidarity and anti-imperialism!

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

8 December 2017

WFDY Statement on Recent 
Developments in Syria 

Statement from the World 
Federation of Democratic 
Youth on recent developments 
in Syria. The YCL is a founder 
member of WFDY. 

The escalation of security 
and military tensions in the 
world seems to continue. 
In particular in the Middle 
East and especially in Syria 
which is facing the brutality of 
imperialism since 2011, which 
claims the lives of thousands 
of martyrs and wounded along 
with massive destruction of 

infrastructure and historical 
monuments of the human 
civilization as a whole. 

Further, hundreds and 
thousands of civilians, of 
women and children lost their 
lives by being targeted by the 
war powers.

The World Federation of 
Democratic Youth confirms, 
as it previously stressed, the 
necessity of the political 
solution away from war and 
imperialist interventions. 
In favour of peace, WFDY 

supports the immediate 
ceasefire in Syria from all the 
sides. 

The national negotiations 
away from war and foreign 
interventions will serve the 
Syrian people and transform 
the Syrian political arena 
to the launch of a peaceful 
democratic process which 
is the way to get out of the 
explosive contradictions. A 
future away from war and 
imperialism will only ensure 
the unity and the prosperity 

of the Syrian people against 
the proposals of division that 
the imperialists are trying to 
impose.

In support of peace and 
ceasefire in Syria!

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

27 February 2018
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Speech by Chair of the Young Communist League JOHNNIE HUNTER 
delivered at the statue of La Pasionaria in Glasgow during the YCL’s 
national day of action for Ukraine on 10 February 2018

Comrades
Thank you attending 

this demonstration 
today. The Young Communist 
League called this national day 
of action because we face a 
chilling reality. That reality is 
that Nazi-Fascism is back in 
power in Ukraine.

The YCL calls on working 
people across Britain to stand 
against the oppression of 
socialists, communists, trade 
unionists and democrats in 
Ukraine and the rehabilitation 
of Fascism which has gone 
hand in hand with it.

Right now, there are 
demonstrations taking place 

in London at the Ukrainian 
Embassy, in Edinburgh at the 
Ukrainian Consulate and in 
Manchester at the statue of 
the great Communist thinker 
Friedrich Engels, saved from 
anti-Communist laws in place 
in Ukraine. The message from 
Britain is clear – we say no to 
Nazism! We say solidarity with 
Communists and socialists in 
Ukraine! 

Today is also a significant 
anniversary in world history. 
The 10th of February is the 
71st anniversary of the British 
Government signing of the 
1947 Paris Peace Treaties. 
These Treaties were a promise 

following WWII between 
the victorious allied powers, 
including Britain and the Soviet 
Union, and European countries 
to defend peace, uphold 
democracy and human rights 
and prevent the scourge of 
Fascism from ever remerging. 
Britain and the countries of 
Europe swore that never again 
would Nazism rear its ugly 
head in Europe.

What do we see of 
Theresa May and the British 
Government’s commitment 
to this promise in 2018? 
Britain along with the 
other NATO powers have 
provided advisors, training and 

weaponry to the Ukrainian 
army. An army riddled with 
and propped up by Nazi 
paramilitaries.

These groups are the 
direct descendants of the Nazi 
SS whose only objective is 
to spread fascist venom and 
anticommunism, persecute 
political opponents and attack 
Russian speakers and other 
ethnic minorities. Instead 
of standing for peace and 
against fascism, the British 
Government has chose to 
prop up the anti-democratic 
government in power in 
Ukraine. 

Since coming to power 

SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE COMMUNISTS

UKRAINE
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during the Euromaidan 
protests at the beginning 
of 2014, the EU-US-NATO 
backed fascist junta in Ukraine 
has viciously oppressed and 
murdered communists, trade 
unionists and democrats 
throughout the country. In 
their will to promote their 
political, military and financial 
interests, the European Union 
from the very beginning openly 
supported the neo-Nazi and 
far right paramilitary groups 
that lead the violence during 
these demonstrations. 

Despite their efforts 
to present the Ukrainian 
demonstrations as a revolution 
in the name of freedom and 
democracy. Anyone inside 
Ukraine today knows the 
bitter truth. Political violence 
is now the norm. Journalists 
and opposition politicians are 
subject to regular intimidation, 
attack and murder. The EU 
has revealed once again that 
imperialism, big business and 
fascism are systematically 
connected.

Soon after the fascist 
junta came to power, in May 
2014 armed fascists attacked 
the House of Trade Unions 
in Odessa and carried out a 
horrific sustained massacre 
on all those inside. 42 trade 
unionists, including pregnant 
women, were locked inside 
the building and burnt alive. 
The Ukrainian authorities 
did nothing to hold the 
perpetrators to account for 
their crimes. Why? Because the 
attack was carried out by the 
very same people in power 
today in Ukraine, members of 
the fascist Svoboda and Right 
Sector parties.

With the full backing 
of the British Government 
and other NATO powers 
the Kiev government has 
attacked antifascists and 
Russian speakers in Donetsk 
and Luhansk using neo-nazi 
paramilitaries as their shock 
troops, often deliberately 
targeting civilians. Over 10,000 
people have been killed in this 
conflict.

The coup government 
immediately introduced 
new laws to criminalise 
communism, glorify WWII 
fascist collaborators and 
legitimise the neo-nazis 
organisations propping up 

the new government. Kiev 
and other Ukrainian cities 
are now the site of regular 
marches and rallies in honour 
of Ukrainian SS units and 
Stepan Bandera, the Nazi 
collaborator, who played a 
key role in sending Ukrainian 
Jews to concentration camps. 
Memorials to Soviet veterans 
who paid the ultimate price 
to liberate Europe from the 
Fascist jackboot have been 
destroyed and vandalised.

The Ukrainian Communist 
Party faces a judgment from 
the Kiev Administrative Court 
ordering its dissolution and 
banning. All the Communist 
Party’s MPs have been expelled 
from Parliament. The Party 
has been prohibited from 
standing in elections since 
2014 but even before this 
communists faced violence, 
intimidation and vote 
rigging. In the 2012 pre-coup 
elections the CP secured 
over 13% of the popular 
vote. The antidemocratic 
measures adopted by the Kiev 
government have silenced 
the vote of almost 3 million 
Ukrainians.

As recently as Christmas 
2017 our sister youth wing 
the Komsomol of Ukraine 
were attacked by the 
neo-nazi members of the 
‘National Corps’. The British 
government and EU have 
done nothing to restrain their 
puppet government in Ukraine. 
They have encouraged attacks 
on communists and the use of 
fascist militias to oppress the 
peoples of Ukraine.

Far from guaranteeing 
peace in Europe, the youth of 
the world can now see more 
clearly than ever the real face 
of the EU. It’s a union of the 
big business and international 
monopolies. It serves their 
interests. It is a union of 
military interventions and wars 
that is prepared to support 
fascist groups in pursuit of its 
objectives.

We have seen the effect 
of the resurgence of Nazism 
in Ukraine reverberate 
throughout Eastern Europe. In 
Hungary and Poland ultra-right 
anti-democratic parties have 
taken power and have begun 
dismantling civil liberties and 
attacking ethnic and religious 
minorities. In Poland over 

60,000 Neo-Nazis from 
across Europe rallied in the 
biggest open demonstration 
by Fascists since Hitler’s Third 
Reich.

Here and now the peace-
loving peoples of Europe 
have a choice. Either we 
do nothing at the risk of a 
second Holocaust or we stand 
against fascism again as our 
grandparents did.

The Young Communist 
League calls for:

• An end the physical 
violence and terror in Ukraine!

• An end the political 
attacks on the Communists 
and trade unionists!

• An end British 
support for Ukrainian 
NeoNazis, fascists and the 
oligarchs who have seized 
power!

We stand in front of 
Glasgow’s tribute to Dolores 
Ibárruri legendary Spanish 
antifascist, Honorary President 
of the Spanish Communist 
Party of Spain and defender of 
the Spanish Republic against 
Franco, Mussolini and Hitler. 
This should serve as a stark 
reminder to us all of what is 
at stake.

The YCL calls on all 
socialists, antifascists and 
democrats to join the fight 
against the against Nazism in 
Ukraine!

Future generations will not 
forgive us if we allow fascism 
to rear its head in Europe!

No Pasaran!

Johnnie Hunter is 
Chair of the Young 
Communist League.

NO PASARAN: Glasgow’s Young 
Communists held a rally at the statue to 
legendary Spanish anti-fascist Dolores 
Ibárruri on the Clydeside
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Young Communists 
took to the streets 
across Britain on 10 

February in solidarity with our 
comrades of the Communist 
Party and Komsomol facing 
repression in Ukraine.

Demonstrators gathered 
in London, Glasgow, Edinburgh 
and Manchester to protest 
against the Kiev regime’s 
“violation of the political and 
civil rights of Ukrainians by 
adoption of laws banning the 
use of communist symbols 
and ideology”. The YCL issued 
a call to all socialists, trade 
unionists and democrats to 
join Britain’s Communists in 
opposing political violence in 
Ukraine and the rehabilitation 
of Nazism.

In Manchester, YCLers 
descended on the statue of 
Friedrich Engels that artist Phil 
Collins rescued from Ukraine, 
where 

it had been consigned to the 
scrapyard — a victim of Kiev’s 
ban on communist symbols.

Edinburgh protesters 
handed in a letter of protest 
at the city’s consulate but, in 
London, embassy staff refused 
to accept the letter to the 
ambassador, instead calling 
armed diplomatic police.

YCL executive committee 
member Robin Talbot told 
protesters: “We called this 
national day of action because 
we face a chilling reality. That 
reality is that nazi-fascism is 
back in power in Ukraine.”

He pointed out that 
February 10 was the 71st 
anniversary of the signing of 
the Paris peace accords, a 
post-World War II promise 
between the victorious 
allies to uphold peace and 
democracy.

“Britain 

and the countries of Europe 
swore that never again would 
Nazism rear its ugly head in 
Europe.”

At the La Pasionaria 
statue in Glasgow, YCL chair 
Johnnie Hunter asked: “What 
do we see of Theresa May 
and the British government’s 
commitment to this promise 
in 2018?

“Britain along with the 
other NATO powers have 
provided advisers, training and 
weaponry to the Ukrainian 
army, which is propped up 
with Nazi paramilitaries.”

In a response on Twitter 
the Ukrainian Embassy in 
London (@UkrEmbLondon) 
tried to claim that the 
“propaganda of Communist 
and Nazi totalitarian ideologies 
is illegal in Ukraine”. Conflating 
Communism 

with Nazism is a longstanding 
tactic of the right wing, NATO 
and the EU. The tweet went 
on to imply the YCL “dance to 
the tune called from Moscow”.

The Embassy failed to 
respond when it was pointed 
out that the swastika is 
indeed very welcome in the 
coup government’s Ukraine. 
Nor was any response given 
when the YCL pointed to 
the atrocities carried out 
by fascists in Ukraine at the 
behest of their EU, US and 
NATO masters.

The YCL will continue 
solidarity actions with our 
comrades in Ukraine and 
against fascism. For more 
information go to www.ycl.
org.uk/intl/saru/

NATIONAL DAY OF 
ACTION FOR UKRAINE

GLASGOW: YCLers made a 6 metre banner 

for the event featuring the slogan of the 

national day of action and the WFDY logo
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EDINBURGH:  YCLers and the local CP branch picketed the Consulate with a banner featuring the famous Niemoller“first they came for the communists” poem

MANCHESTER: YCLers and CP 

activists staged a demonstration 

and leafleted at the city’s recently 

installed statue of Freidrich Engels

LONDON: YCL EC member Robin Talbot 

addresses demonstrators. The Embassy 

called diplomatic police

CLYDESIDE: the YCL Glasgow Branch banner hung over a bridge on the Clyde
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The Young Communist 
League sends comradely 
greetings and solidarity 

to women everywhere on 
International Women’s Day 
2018!

For over a century this 
day has been marked with 
celebrations by workers and 
students the world over. 
We take time to reflect on 
the gains made in recent 
history. Only one hundred 
years ago this year in 1918 
voting rights for women were 
achieved for the first time 
in this country. We also take 
time to remember those 
who have given all in the 
struggle for emancipation. On 
the centenary of women’s 
suffrage, the YCL pays special 
tribute to life-long communist 
Sylvia Pankhurst who played a 
leading role in that struggle.

More importantly this date 
reminds us that the struggle 
for women’s liberation is 
far from over. The fight for 
women’s liberation goes hand 
in hand with the fight for the 

liberation of all humankind – 
the struggle for socialism.

In 2018 the mainstream 
media consistently attempts 
to argue there is no longer a 
need for a feminist movement. 
We are told that equality has 
been achieved. We are told 
that in the social, political 
and economic fields women 
have the same standing and 
opportunities as men. We as 
communists and feminists 
know that this is not true.

Worse still, recent years 
have seen a violent backlash 
against feminism both in the 
media and from right wing 
politicians. They argue that 
having achieved equality 
women now want to be 
‘better’ than men. It has once 
again become acceptable to 
state publicly that equality is an 
offence to ‘traditional values’, 
that feminists are strange 
fanatics. The reactionary 
attack on feminism and the 
rehabilitation of these opinions 
can undoubtedly be linked to 
Trump’s America and the rise 

of the so-called ‘Alt-Right’.
We would invite anyone 

who considers themselves an 
‘anti-feminist’ to consider the 
situation as it stands in 2018.

In the economic sphere 
it is common knowledge 
that women continue to 
suffer from inequality and 
higher levels of exploitation. 
According to government 
statistics the gender pay gap 
continues to sit at almost 
20%. The actual figure is 
significantly higher. The rate at 
which the gender pay gap is 
being closed is also beginning 
to slow. At all levels of the 
economy women continue 
to fail to be promoted, the 
‘glass ceiling’ remains a reality 
for the majority of women. 
Men continue to dominate 
managerial and executive roles. 
Women often face the most 
acute level of discrimination 
when pregnant. Employers 
continue to undermine and 
avoid hard fought rights in this 
field. A fortnight ago today the 
European Union’s so-called 

The Young Communist League Executive Committee issued the following 
statement to mark International Working Women’s Day 2018
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Court of ‘Justice’ handed down 
a judgment which removed the 
protection from redundancy 
for pregnant and breastfeeding 
women. In Britain Tory 
austerity has hit women 
hardest. Cuts to the public 
sector disproportionately 
affect women. 65% of public 
sector workers are women. 
Almost a quarter of women in 
work are in public sector jobs. 
Of the Government’s welfare 
cuts, 74% of benefits have been 
taken from women.

Socially, working class 
women continue to be 
oppressed in our society to 
an even greater extent and 
more acutely based on their 
sex. Women continue to 
bear the brunt of domestic 
and child raising duties. The 
mainstream media portrays 
women as sex objects and 
depicts an unrealistic standard 
of ‘feminine beauty’ as the 
ideal. This is presented as 
the only worthwhile goal 
for a woman. Going hand in 
hand with this are efforts to 
undermine a woman’s right to 
have a career and the fact that 
they are equally able to do 
so. Rates of the domestic and 
sexual violence have increased 
in recent years. Government 
cuts to support services 
and refuges have made it 
harder for women to escape 
violence and has resulted in an 
increasing number of tragedies.

Unsurprisingly in 
this context women’s 
representation in the political 
sphere is no better. In the 
last election only 32% of 
MPs elected to Westminster 

were women. This is in fact 
a record high. Compare this 
with Socialist Cuba’s National 
Assembly which has the third 
highest percentage of female 
parliamentarians in the world. 
Where women also make up 
the majority of judges, lawyers, 
scientists, technical workers, 
public health workers and 
professionals.

These are the facts which 
show in no uncertain terms 
that the fight for women’s 
liberation is far from over. 
However International 
Women’s Day is not a day to 
lament. Working women in 
Britain, our labour movement, 
our class and our Party and 
League have a proud history of 
fighting and are more than up 
to finishing the job.

The oppression and 
exploitation of women 
is not the result of some 
predetermined ‘human nature’. 
It is a product of class divided 
society and originates with it. 
In the context of class society 
where the working class as 
a whole are oppressed by 
the ruling class, women are a 
super-exploited section of our 
class. Women also face specific 
social, economic and political 
oppression in addition to class 
exploitation. 

Just as capitalism can and 
must be done away with and 
replaced by socialism. Gender 
exploitation can be replaced 
with women’s liberation and 
equality. The struggle for one is 
impossible without the other.

In Britain in 2018 under 
capitalism we are seeing a 
stagnation of women’s rights 

and a counter attack by the 
right against the gains of 
the women’s movement. In 
socialist countries, such as the 
Soviet Union and Cuba, and in 
countries where the working 
class and other progressives 
have a leading role, it has been 
shown that it is possible to 
build a society free from the 
exploitation of man by man 
but also that such a society 
can and must be based on 
gender equality.

The centenary year of 
women’s suffrage has given us 
many reasons to be hopeful.  
Our trade unions are ready 
to strike to protect workers’ 
rights and in particular 
women’s rights and equal pay. 
Women workers and students 
have been at the forefront of 
the resurgence of progressive 
and socialist politics in Britain. 
Scandals in Parliament and 
especially in the film industry 
have highlighted the extent 
of sexual harassment and 

violence against women. This 
has galvanised the will to fight 
this oppression and change 
society.

Communists say that 
approaches to feminism which 
ignore the class nature of 
society represent a dead end 
in the struggle for women’s 
liberation. This isn’t to 
disregard the particular and 
different ways in which women 
are exploited and oppressed 
in our society. It is to 
acknowledge that oppression 
is a product of capitalism 
and that the struggle against 
capitalism and for women’s 
liberation are one and the 
same.

A woman’s place is in the 
fight for socialism!

Long live International 
Women’s Day!

Workers of the world, 
unite!
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Within the last 
20 years many 
thousands of 

women worldwide have begun 
to celebrate International 
Women’s Day (IWD). 
However, the way in which the 
day is marked often bears little 
resemblance to the original 
IWD purpose and origins. 

This is a great misfortune, 
especially in the current 
climate in which there is an 
attack on the fundamental 
principle of women’s rights. 

IWD was founded at 
the beginning of the last 
century to both highlight 
and celebrate the struggle 
of working women against 
their oppression and double 
exploitation. 

Today this fight has not 
been won — their struggle 
is still our struggle. Thus it 
is timely to remind women 
and men in the labour 
movement and elsewhere 
of the inspirational socialist 
origins of IWD in the hope 
that it will ignite again a 
progressive socialist feminist 
women’s movement rooted in 
an understanding of the class 
basis of women’s inequality. We 
can learn from our history, but 
first we must rediscover it.

The motivation for IWD 
came from two sources — 
the struggle of working-class 
women to form trade unions 
and the fight for women’s 

franchise. 
These two issues united 

European women with their 
sisters in the US. In 1908, 
hundreds of women workers 
in the New York needle trades 
demonstrated in Rutgers 
Square in Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side to form their own 
union and to demand the right 
to vote. 

This historic 
demonstration took place 
on March 8. It led, in the 
following year to the “uprising” 
of 30,000 women shirtwaist 
makers which resulted in the 
first permanent trade unions 
for women workers in the US.

Meanwhile news of the 
heroic fight of US women 
workers reached Europe — in 
particular, it inspired European 
socialist women who had 
established, on the initiative of 
the German socialist feminist 
Clara Zetkin (1857-1933), the 
International Socialist Women’s 
Conference. 

This latter body met 
for the first time in 1907 in 
Stuttgart alongside one of the 
periodic conferences of the 
Second International (1889-
1914). 

Three years later in 1910, 
Zetkin proposed the following 
motion at the Copenhagen 
Conference of the Second 
International: “The Socialist 
women of all countries will 
hold each year a Women’s Day, 

whose foremost purpose it 
must be to aid the attainment 
of women’s suffrage. This 
demand must be handled in 
conjunction with the entire 
women’s question according 
to Socialist precepts. The 
Women’s Day must have an 

international character and is 
to be prepared carefully.”

The motion was carried. 
March 8 was favoured, 
although at this stage 
no formal date was set. 
Nonetheless IWD was marked 
by rallies and demonstrations 

THE ORIGINS OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
WOMENS’ DAY
All those who are celebrating IWD 
2018 should not forget its socialist 
feminist roots, says MARY DAVIS

TITANS OF THE MOVEMENT: Clara Zetkin 
picutred alongside Rosa Luxemburg
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in the US and many European 
countries in the years leading 
to World War I, albeit on 
different days each year (eg 
March 18 in 1911 in Austria-
Hungary, Germany Denmark 
and Switzerland and the last 
Sunday in February in the US). 
It was not marked or even 
noticed in Britain until much 
later.

In 1917 in Russia, 
International Women’s Day 
acquired great significance — 
it was the flashpoint for the 
Russian Revolution. On March 
8 (Western calendar) female 
workers in Petrograd held a 
mass strike and demonstration 
demanding peace and bread. 

The strike movement 
spread from factory to factory 
and effectively became an 
insurrection. 

The Bolshevik paper 
Pravda reported that the 
action of women led to 
revolution, resulting in 
the downfall of the tsar, a 
precursor to the Bolshevik 
revolution. “The first day of 
the revolution was Women’s 
Day … the women … decided 
the destiny of the troops; 
they went to the barracks, 
spoke to the soldiers and the 
latter joined the revolution … 
Women, we salute you.”

In 1922, in honour of the 
women’s role on IWD in 1917, 
Lenin declared that March 8 
should be designated officially 
as Women’s Day. 

Much later it was a national 
holiday in the Soviet Union 
and most of the former 
socialist countries. The cold 
war may explain why it was 
that a public holiday celebrated 
by communists was largely 
ignored in capitalist countries, 
despite the fact that in 1975 
(International Women’s Year), 
the United Nations belatedly 
recognised March 8 as 
International Women’s Day. 

Today we acknowledge that 
IWD gives us an opportunity 
to draw attention to our own 
struggles for women’s rights, 
to link this with women’s 
struggles worldwide and to 
demonstrate international 
sisterly solidarity with working 
women everywhere. 

This is now more urgent 
than ever. In this country we 
are witnessing the persistence 
of the gender pay gap, the 

increasing feminisation 
of poverty, the closure of 
women’s safe spaces and an 
insidious attack on the very 
notion of women’s rights 
in favour of the ideology of 
identity politics — a prime 
example of false consciousness. 

This is why all those who 
are celebrating IWD should 
not forget its socialist feminist 
origins. We should use March 
8 to pledge to redouble our 
efforts to protect and extend 
women’s rights “for the many 
not the few.” 

The price of women’s 
equality demands eternal 
vigilance.

Professor Mary Davis 
is a member of the 
Communist Party.

IWD 2018: International Womens’ Day continues to be celebrated by 
women, workers and students the world over
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CONNOLLY YOUTH MOVEMENT

The CYM was founded in 
1963 and is affiliated to 
the Communist Party 

of Ireland, whilst affiliated 
it remains independent and 
autonomous from the CPI. The 
CYM is affiliated to WFDY and 
is a sister youth movement of 
the YCL.

The weekend was designed 
to promote discussion and 
cooperation between our two 
organisations and it certainly 
did that as we shared work 
being carried out across both 
Britain and Ireland. It was 
particularly useful for us from 
Glasgow to see the work 
being done in Cork where 
membership in the CYM has 
soared both in and out of the 
local university. It was also 
an important opportunity 
to understand the anti-
sectarian work of the party 
in the North of Ireland as 

sectarianism is still the primary 
division in Scottish society, 
particularly in and around 
Glasgow.

The party’s role in the 
peace movement during the 
troubles in the 1970s and 
onwards was essential and 
very difficult. It was important 
to understand the analysis 
behind this work and the 
decisions which were made as 
they were often critiqued at 
the time by the international 
communist movement.

The parallels between Irish 
republicanism and bourgeois 
Scottish nationalism are 
extremely apparent when one 
visits Belfast as Sinn Fein and 
others cling to the EU with all 
their might without analysing 
the effects of the EU’s policy, 
similarly the austerity which 
has been promoted at 
Stormont bears an uncanny 

resemblance to the austerity 
being carried out at Holyrood 
despite the “revolutionary” 
work of Sinn Fein. 

The similarities between 
the YCL and the CYM goes 
further than just a common 
political belief and a similar 
quasi-devolved state as we are 
similar in size and face similar 
problems, it is therefore 
important for us to share 
information and resources. 
International solidarity is a 
central aim of the YCL, but 
due to language barriers 
and cultural differences it 
can be difficult to maintain 
links with Communist Youth 
Organisations around the 
world.

It is important for us to 
maintain these links as we 
can only learn from each 
other, given the common 
language and common 

problems we face, the CYM 
should be our closest ally. 
This is the beginning of a 
relationship between our two 
organisations rather than a 
static event.

It is likely that a similar 
event will be held in Britain at 
some point in 2018 or at least 
next year to maintain links 
between the YCL and CYM 
and to ensure that individual 
branches can benefit from 
the common work of the 
two organisations. As more 
information becomes available 
it will be sent out to cadres 
able to take part.

Peter Stoddart 
is a member of the 
Executive Committee of 
the Young Communist 
League.

Over the weekend following Burns Night, comrades from the Young 
Communist League and Connolly Youth Movement met in Belfast to 
discuss the links between the two youth organisations. PETER STODDART 
reports back from the trip
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CONNOLLY YOUTH MOVEMENT

COMMUNISM 
IS THE YOUTH 

OF THE 
WORLD!

RED SALUTE: YCL and CYM raise a clenched fist at the statue to Irish labour 

movement legend Jim Larkin in Belfast.
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FACEBOOK CENSORSHIP

ZUCCED!
In February the Communist Party was forced to resist an attempt to ban 
and delete it’s Facebook page, the Party’s main social media outlet, 
when without warning or explanation the page was suspended for 5 days

THREATS: The YCL has 
faced similar threats 
since following posts 
about Palestine and 
Ukraine

The Party reported via it’s 
website that as the page 
was approaching 10,000 

likes Facebook unilaterally, and 
without reason or warning, 
unpublished the ‘Communist 
Party’ Facebook page

The Party noted that 
the move from Facebook 
exactly coincided with 
Young Communist League 
organised protests against 
state repression and Nazism 
in Ukraine which were being 
publicised by the page.

Page admins attempted 
to appeal the decision and 
challenged Facebook to come 
up with an explanation for 
the blatant act of censorship. 
All efforts by the Party to 
communicate with the Silicon 
Valley corporation were met 

with stony silence. 
Volunteers were forced 

to set about establishing new 
pages and the painstaking 
work of re-recruiting 
thousands of likes and 
followers. The page admins had 
also been in the process of 
recruiting new members and 
answering a range of enquiries 
when the page was blocked, 
which were also lost as the 
page’s messenger profile was 
also blocked.

After continuing 
attempts by admins to 
contact Facebook the page 
was republished with no 
explanation.In a statement 
following the incident the 
party noted: 

“We will not be silenced. 
We remind Facebook that 

the Communist Party is a 
registered political party and a 
vital part of the democratic life 
of working people in Britain. 
We contest elections and 
we have rights. We cannot be 
bought and we won’t go away.”

The whole episode has 
highlighted once again the 
total lack of accountability 
and democratic deficit in 
Facebook, which has fast 
become the major forum of 
public discussion for perhaps 
the majority of people. It is a 
timely reminder of the risks 
for the left in using Facebook 
as a tool of organisation and 
propaganda.

If you haven’t already, show 
your support - visit and like 
the page www.facebook.com/
CPBritain/
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SHORT STORY

I speak to you from a 
secret Government facility 
named ‘Arthur’s Grave’ 

on Lundy Island. My name is 
Doctor Cynthia Doyle. The 
Government rounded us up. 
All the healthy, uninfected 
medical professionals they had 
left, and sent us here. I’m the 
only one left. It’s taken three 
days to kill everyone else.

Someone must have picked 
something up, undetected. 
I’m now coughing blood. The 
rest didn’t last long once 
they became ill. My guess is 
that someone already had 
an itch at the back of their 
throat when they came in. 
They should have known the 
risks coming in here with even 
the slightest hint of an illness. 
The facility is on automatic 
lock-down. No-one had the 
clearance required to open the 
outer doors. Even if I could 
find a way out there is nothing 
available I can use to navigate 
the Bristol Channel. This is my 
tomb.

As far as I can tell, 

everyone on the mainland 
is dead. We were sent to 
the Island because they 
believed the isolation from 
everyone else would save us. 
Humanity’s only chance lies in 
the hope that there are some 
communities that are isolated 
enough, and perhaps have a 
robust enough public health 
strategy to escape the crisis. 
But there aren’t many of those.

* * *

Of course it didn’t 
begin with the Government 
announcing they would 
privatise the National Health 
Service. It happened slowly 
at first. The started by 
outsourcing the odd service. 
By introducing a few slight 
charges. ‘Free at the point 
of use’ was the constantly 
offered phrase. Of course 
some people did cotton on. 
There were protests organised 
by trade unions, disabled 
action groups, those generally 
considered ‘on the left’. There 

was even a doctors’ strike. 
But so long as the changes 
remained small the public at 
large took little notice.

Gradually the services 
began to deteriorate. 
Several winters’ worth of 
hospital alerts and national 
emergencies followed. Slowly 
the public support for the 
Service was ground down. The 
message from Government 
and the media was that the 
Health Service no longer fit 
for the modern age. The idea 
of a free public health service 
was no longer suitable. It 
didn’t fit in with the idea that 
an unregulated market was the 
best way in which to distribute 
goods and services. So they 
privatised the National Health 
Service. They took what we 
owned. Then they sold it back 
to us. Those of us who could 
afford it at least.

If you were ill you needed 
to be rich or own a credit 
card. If you weren’t rich, you 
were more likely to be ill. 
At least everything was for 

sale. You had the opportunity, 
in theory at least, to buy 
whatever you wanted. Which 
means equality to a very 
warped mind. In reality it only 
served to deepen inequality.

Hospital conditions got 
worse. They squeezed as many 
of us as they could fit into 
hospital wards, so that profit 
margins could increase. Those 
born with medical conditions 
found that they couldn’t 
pass fitness tests for health 
insurance providers. People 
were forced to take huge 
loans from the banks. They 
lost their homes when they 
needed operations. Overall 
mortality rates increased. Life 
expectancy plummeted. Still 
they continued chanting the 
mantra ‘the freer the market, 
the freer the people. The 
freer the market, the freer 
the people’. I didn’t see any 
freedom.

With the majority of the 
world now living the ideology 
of the market even death was 
the natural state of being. 

THE PROFIT MOTIVE
Part One of OWAIN HOLLAND’S short story ‘The Profit Motive’, a prophetic 
warning about the current attacks on the NHS and the existential risk it 
poses . . .

ARTHUR’S GRAVE: Lundy Island
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Life had been reduced to a 
commodity many couldn’t 
afford. Many were aghast, and 
yes, there were large-scale 
protests, demonstrations and 
political rallies. But never for 
one second did we consider 
that our subjugation to the 
market could be so damaging. 
Yes we saw the worst affects 
we thought neo-liberalism had 
to offer us. The sad thing is, 
there was worse to come.

I was a part of it myself. 
I followed the company’s 
orders. I prescribed medicines 
left, right and centre. I could 
hear my patients rattle like 
barrels of pills. People are 
suckers for an easy cure. 
That’s exactly what medicines 
were. Tablets for psychological 
disorders. Those who were 
unable to see the light at 
the end of the tunnel could 
pay my big-pharma company 
and I’d prescribe them some 
substance that would make 
them see lights. If they died 
in a car crash because they’d 
been hallucinating on the 
meds their doctor had given 
them well, that was just 
nature’s way of saying, only 
the fittest survive. For those 

who neglected their health, 
I could give weight-loss pills. 
Don’t change your diet, just 
supplement it. Considering 
the global obesity epidemic 
these made a mighty profit 
for the company. If you were 
addicted to nicotine you could 
switch cigarettes for a nicotine 
substitute. Highly addictive. 
Highly recommended by your 
doctor. More importantly, 
highly profitable. If you were 
anorexic you were prescribed 
appetite-inducers. These cases 
were considered gold mines 
by the Company. They would 
be paid again when the obese 
former anorexic returned 
again in a few months time for 
a packet of weight-loss tablets. 
These yoyo-dieters were 
good for a lifetime’s worth of 
transactions. My pension pot 
has the addictive substances 
added to every pill to thank 
for that.

In short, I would 
prescribe pills for anything 
and everything. The market 
demanded it. I had ceased 
to be a medical professional 
and had become a glorified 
shopkeeper.

I too, became depressed. 

Company training officially 
warned us not to ‘get high on 
our own supply’ but I took 
to swallowing handfuls of pills 
at a time. I became a zombie. 
A listless medico in a white 
overcoat using the great blank 
palette of my mind to tick-
off medical prescriptions for 
every ailment.

They came into my surgery 
as blank and meek as I was. 
Before they even sat down 
I had placed a tick in several 
different boxes on my form for 
medication they would have 
to buy. The whole world was 
a morass of listless, mindless 
creatures. I was one of them. 
Meekly obeying the demands 
of the Market. We had no idea 
what we were shuffling into.

It made sense really. When 
we came around from our 
collective medically-induced 
coma.

People were dying 
everywhere Sneezing and 
then just dropping down dead 
in the street. There were 
no roses. No pockets full of 
posies to turn to for a quick 
cure. Years of medicine abuse 
was taking its toll. Millions 
were falling sick with what had 

once been relatively minor 
ailments. Never to rise again. 
We saw the return of old 
epidemics not witnessed since 
the Middle Ages. Colera, plague 
and typhiods.

Nine billion. Nine 
billion have perished. The 
bacteria of many common 
infectious diseases evolved 
and developed resistance to 
our anti-biotics. The Market 
has failed to find a solution 
to the greatest threat we’ve 
ever faced. More than that. 
Our ideological faith that 
the unregulated, unshackled 
‘free’ Market would provide 
solutions to our problems 
was so wrong. The Market had 
been the problem all along.

Owain Holland is 
General Secretary of 
the Young Communist 
League.

Get Part Two in the 
next issue of Challenge!

PANDEMIC: private health care has proven umable and unwilling to respond to public 
health disasters and large scale emergenices. What could the cost be if the Tories succeed 
in privatising our NHS?
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MUSIC

BENN LUNN looks to the life of radical German composer and 
communist Hanns Eisler and explores one of his most seminal works

Radical Tunes for Revolutionary Moods:
Lenin Requiem – Hanns Eisler (1935)

With the revolutionary 
centenary coming 
to an end, I thought 

it was wise to start drawing 
comradely focus to this 
intriguing piece of Communist 
artistry.

Hanns Eisler was a truly 
intriguing composer, a student 
of the infamous inventor of 
serialism, Arnold Schönberg, 
Hanns Eisler was living in 
Vienna during quiet the radical 
shift in times. However, this 
radical happiness was by no 
means long lived.

Due to the rise of Nazism 
throughout Austria and 
Germany, Hanns Eisler (an 
ardent Communist and Jew) 
had to flee. He like his tutor, 
Schönberg fled to the US. 
However, this supposed ‘safe 
haven’ was not particularly 
welcoming. After living there 
from 1938, Hanns Eisler had to 
flee again. This time from the 
effects of Senator McCarthy 
and his Red Scare.

Having been betrayed by 
his sister, who had abandoned 
her own radical past, ratted 
out her brother to the House 
Committee of Un-American 
Activities where despite 
the efforts of many friends, 
including Charlie Chaplin, 
Leonard Bernstein, and Igor 
Stravinsky, Hanns Eisler left the 
US in 1948.After a brief return 
to Austria, Eisler eventually 
moved to the German 
Democratic Republic; where 
he lived until he passed away 
in 1962.

His life as a composer 
spread across many forms of 
work, including films (many of 
which he worked closely with 
Bertolt Brecht), orchestral 
works, songs, and the GDR 
National Anthem. He had 

also written works like the 
Comintern March composed 
especially for the Communist 
Party.

The piece I wanted to 
specifically focus on was his 
Lenin Requiem written in 
1935. Composed while he still 
lived in Vienna, the work was 
dedicated to Vladimir Illych 
Ulyanov to mark the 10th 
Anniversary of his passing. The 
work draws upon the typically 
Catholic ideals of a Requiem, 
but through the clever use of 
the text written by Bertolt 
Brecht, avoids being hero-
worshipping or attempting 
to deify Lenin or Communist 
thought.

The work also differs 

from the history of the 
Requiem (which especially 
during the 19th Century was 
heavily dramatised and rather 
gargantuan in size) Eisler 
opts for simply two singers, a 
Contralto (low treble voice) 
and Baritone (mid-ranged male 
voice) alongside a choir and 
relatively modest orchestra.

The work is split into 
multiple sections defined by 
the poetry, each depicting and 
defining elements of Lenin, 
with the opening declaring 
how a solider responds, 
hearing of Lenin’s demise and a 
later aria discussing how until 
the end he was always fighting. 
The finale is particularly 
potent in its declaration of the 

HANNS EISLER: Born in Leipzig in 1898, Hanns Eisler lived through both 
world wars. Eisler moved to East Berlin following the defeat of fascism 
where he died in 1962. He is best know for composing the national 
anthem of the GDR - Risen from Ruins.

His life as a 
composer 
spread across 
many forms of 
work, including 
films, orchestral 
works, songs, 
and the GDR 
National 
Anthem
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following text:

‘Since that time thirteen 
years have passed. A sixth of the 
world is free from exploitation. 

When they hear the warning 
– the exploiters are coming! – 
the masses rise up again ready 
to fight. 

Lenin is enshrined in the 
great heart of the working class.

He was our teacher. He 
fought with us.

And is now enshrined in the 
great heart of the working class.’ 
– Bertolt Brecht Lenin Requiem 
(1935)

The style of the piece has 
the same artistic rigour Eisler 
put into his commitment to 
Communism. The work is 
composed in a way referred 
to as ‘communicative atonal 
style’ which essentially means, 
the harmonic language is 
completely free of historic 
notions of harmony and 
functions more in keeping with 

dramatic or musical necessity.
But in comparison to more 

overtly radical composers of 
the time, like Anton Webern, 
the use of the harmonic 
language tries to keep a clear 
sensation of musical narrative; 
whereas Webern simply opted 
for purity of form for music’s 
sake. However, despite the 
great celebration of Lenin, the 
work was not performed in 
the U.S.S.R.

It is hard to say exactly 
what was the cause of this. 
Bourgeois musicologists 
suggest Stalin hated atonal 
music, and was on a witch 
hunt against it: due to its 
lack of connection with the 
proletariat. But as later noted 
in Kruschev’s The Brilliance 
of Soviet Art and Music he 
highlights that no style has 
been banned. So, if there had 
been a witch hunt, it is unlikely 
it was Stalin directly, simply 
because it is hard to see the 
revisionist Kruschev not take 

an opportunity to distance 
himself from his predecessor.

The more likely 
circumstance was the Soviet 
Union of Composers in 
Moscow or Leningrad branded 
it ‘against the proletariat’. 
However, this is mere 
speculation. Regardless of 
such, the merit of the work 
stands on its own, style is 
merely a tool in this instance. 
The celebration of a great 
revolutionary leader in a 
rather unique work speaks 
volumes. 

To conclude, I would like 
to merely highlight where 
recordings can be found and 
to highlight a truly poignant 
piece of text, which truly 
highlights the nuanced 
celebration in the music:

‘Where everyone else is 
silent there will he speak, and 
where the oppression rules 
and others blame it on fate he 
will name names.’ 

Libretto can be read on 

Requiem Survey: http://www.
requiemsurvey.org/composers.
php?id=281

A strong recording with 
Roswitha Trexler (Alto), 
Hermann Hähnel (Baritone), 
and the Rundfunkchor 
Leipzig and Rundfuk-Sinfonie 
Orchestra is on Youtube 
on the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=S7rBt3gImT8

Ben Lunn is member 
of  Young Communist 
League Glasgow Branch.
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Film Reviews

Darkest Hour is an 
interesting film from a 
highly dynamic period 

of history. History which, 
over the past few years, has 
evidently been rewritten as 
Winston Churchill and other 
imperialist leaders from the 
time begin to be repainted as 
friendly and honourable gents 
who cared about the common 
man. 

Darkest Hour is similar 
in that it aims to portray 
Churchill as respectable 
and cunning in his support 
for WW2 rather than just 
the warmonger that he 
was. The battle of Gallipoli 
is mentioned on more 
than one occasion and the 
disastrous casualties which 
occurred there, however, 
what goes unmentioned is 

Churchill’s love of empire 
and his unfettered racism 
towards those from the 
Indian subcontinent- the same 
racism which led to the Bengal 
Famine of 1943.

The story of Darkest Hour 
is obviously flawed, as any 
major film about Churchill 
is going to be, despite this 
however it is not a terrible 
film. If one can get over 
the factual inaccuracies and 
deliberate misrepresentations, 
it is quite an enjoyable film. 
Gary Oldman, as always, is 
brilliant and his delivery of 
speech is akin to Churchill 
himself, as long as you ignore 
the words coming out as his 
mouth!

It is therefore no surprise 
that he was awarded one the 
BAFTA for best actor for 
this role. The overall film is 
interesting and the portrayal 
of leading political figures 
from the 1940s such as 
Viscount Halifax and Neville 
Chamberlain adds to the 
story, the use of make up and 
prosthetics is fantastic and 
again very deserving of the 

BAFTA award for makeup and 
hair, however, the mistruths 
regarding Churchill are 
unavoidable.

This culminates in a 
ridiculous scene on the 
London Underground where 
Churchill is portrayed as a 
man of the people talking 
to ordinary citizens asking 
for advice from passengers 
regarding the war, the scene is 
made even more ridiculous as 
Churchill encourages them to 
“fight the fascists” and takes 
a particular liking towards a 
young black man on the train. 
This is of course despite the 
fact that Churchill did not 
care about Hitler’s fascism and 
certainly didn’t care about the 
opinion of the black populous 
of Britain.

Overall, Darkest Hour 
is a good film with brilliant 
acting and is visually very 
good, however, the lies and 
misrepresentation surrounding 
Churchill may give you a brain 
aneurism, if you can get over 
that- you’ll likely enjoy it.

By Peter Stoddart

The 5 time BAFTA award 
winning film is simply 
brilliant and entirely 

deserving of the awards it 
received. Three Billboards 
outside Ebbing, Missouri tells 
the story of a grieving mother, 
Mildred, who is struggling to 
come to terms with the fact 
that her daughter was raped 
and murdered and cannot 
accept that the police have 
failed to find the culprit. 

The film is striking in 
its imagery and while its 
story is not straightforward, 
the character development 
is brilliant and the acting 
is incredibly believable. In 
particular the characters of 
Mildred and Dixon, played 
by Frances McDormand and 
Sam Rockwell respectively, are 
inspiring to watch on screen 
and are deserving of their 
respective BAFTAs.

Whilst the story is 

ultimately tragic, the 
characters themselves are very 
humorous and highly relatable 
and watchable. The fictional 
town of Ebbing, left behind 
by the rest of society is akin 
to many of the somewhat 
dystopian towns that have 
been the setting of various 
American Cult classics such as 
Twin Peaks and others.

Ultimately, the film 
reaches no conclusion as 
one expected, but the film is 
less about conclusions and 
answers and more about the 
journeys which the characters 
go on. The brilliant acting of 
McDormand, Rockwell and 
also Woody Harrelson is akin 
to what we’ve seen before, but 
the twists and turns of the film 
are what really allow these 
characters to develop fully.

In the current political 
climate where these small 
American towns are 

coming back into focus and 
where police brutality and 
incompetence is repeatedly 
in the news, Three Billboards 
outside Ebbing, Missouri is 
surprisingly refreshing and 

engaging. I urge you to go see 
it, to understand its humility 
as well as its humour, it is no 
surprise to me that it won the 
BAFTAs it did.

By Peter Stoddart



31

POETRY CORNER

First they came for the Communists 
And I did not speak out  
Because I was not a Communist 

 
Then they came for the Socialists 
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Socialist 
 
Then they came for the trade unionists
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a trade unionist 
 
Then they came for the Jews
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Jew 
 
Then they came for me
And there was no one left
To speak out for me”

Poetry Corner
First They Came
by Martin Niemoller

Pictured: Martin Niemoller 1892 - 1984

Friedrich Gustav Emil Martin Niemöller was a German anti-
Nazi theologian and Lutheran pastor. He is best known for a 
widely-paraphrased statement turned poem featured in this 
issue ‘First They Came’.

While aspects of Niemoller’s political outlook and past remain 
problematic, he came to be an icon of anti-fascism and a 
staunch campaigner for peace during the Cold War.

Initially a national conservative he came to found the 
Confessing Church, which opposed the Nazification of 
German Protestant churches. For this opposition Niemöller 
was imprisoned in Sachsenhausen and Dachau concentration 
camps from 1938 to 1945, narrowly escaping execution.  After 
his imprisonment, he expressed his deep regret about not 
having done enough to oppose the Nazis. From the 1950s on, 
he was a vocal pacifist and anti-war activist, and vice-chair of 
War Resisters’ International from 1966 to 1972. Niemoller 
met with Ho Chi Minh during the Vietnam War and was a 
committed campaigner for nuclear disarmament.

The warning and call for unity in the face of fascism in “First 
They Came” are timely  as we marked holocaust memorial 
day and draw attention to developments in Ukraine.

“
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Back 2 Basics
Part sixteen: 

Armed Struggle

To what extent does 
Marxism advocate 
the use of violence 

in pursuing political aims; 
specifically, when does class 
struggle become armed 
struggle?

Communism is certainly 
not a pacifist ideology.  
Throughout history, 
Communist Parties, and 
organisations in which 
Communists have played a 
leading role, have resorted to 

armed struggle, either in self-
defence or in order to further 
revolutionary aims. Examples 
include socialist revolutions, 
national liberation struggles 
and anti-imperialist wars 
of national defence. Indeed, 
violent struggle has often 
played a key role in social 
transformation, far predating 
Communist influence. Some 
would even argue that 
violence itself is necessary for 
revolutionary change.

In his introduction to 
Virtue and Terror, a collection 
of writing by Robespierre, 
Slavoj Zizek talks about the 
concept of ‘divine violence’. 
This he illustrates by referring 
to the revolutionary Terror 
of France 1792-94, the Red 
Terror of Russia 1919 and 
“the panic in Rio de Janeiro 
when crowds descended 
from the favelas into the 
rich part of the city and 
started looting and burning 
supermarkets” as examples.  
In his later book Violence 
he argues that violence is 
the key to revolution; 
that no revolution, nor 
revolutionary, can be 
sustained without violence. 
In this, he appeals again to 
Robespierre –

“Peoples do not judge 
in the same way as courts 
of law; they do not hand 
down sentences, they throw 
thunderbolts; they do not 
condemn kings, they drop 
them back into the void; and 
this justice is worth just as 
much as that of the courts” - 
and to Che Guevara - “Hatred 
is an element of struggle; 
relentless hatred of the enemy 
that impels us over and 
beyond the natural limitations 
of man and transforms us into 
effective, violent, selective, and 
cold killing machines.” - and 
closes with an “endorsement 
of emancipatory violence”, 
declaring that “[i]f one means 
by violence a radical upheaval 
of the basic social relations, 
then, crazy and tasteless as 
it may sound, the problem 
with historical monsters 

who slaughtered 
millions was that 
they were not 
violent enough.  
Sometimes doing 
nothing is the 
most violent 
thing to do.”

In spite of 
his entertaining 
literary 
acrobatics and 
somewhat 
cavalier attitude 
towards 
definitions, 

there are 
some 

serious 
flaws in this 
approach.  
Primarily, 
in focusing 
exclusively 
on 

the role 
of violence in 
transforming 
social 
relations 
(or even 
redefining 
violence 
as such a 

Back2Basics is a regular feature in Challenge, an ongoing series of 
articles of Marxist Concepts made easy
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the first socialist revolution



transformation), Zizek neglects the basis of such a 
transformation itself. This is to be found in the changing 
economic basis of society and the classes engaged in this.

It may seem excessive to spend so long on the views of 
someone who, it cannot be denied, occupies an extreme position 
on the spectrum of Marxist thought. One good reason for doing 
this is the way in which Zizek’s idolisation of ‘divine violence’ 
is reminiscent of the approach of Debray and others in the 
‘New Left’ of the 1960s and 1970s towards the lessons of the 
Cuban Revolution.  Debray argued that the guerrilla fighter had 
effectively replaced the working class in playing a leading role in 
revolutionary transformation and that the Communist Parties 
had become redundant through their prioritisation of political 
above armed struggle.

However, there is another reason to focus so much on an 
extreme position. Zizek’s mistakes may well point the way to 
the crucial aspect of the question. That is that revolutions are 
made, and social relations changed, by classes, not just their most 
advanced sections. The key question for Marxists is not one of 
‘divine violence’ or a small select group of armed revolutionaries 
inspiring the backward masses through their heroic actions.  It 
is a question of the organic link between those carrying out the 
armed struggle and the mass of ordinary people whose active 
support will be necessary to win.

As Enrique Lister, Communist General in the Spanish Civil 
War, put it, “[g]uerrilla units were a vital necessity at the time 
and they played a tremendous role.  But the guerrillas alone 
could not deliver Spain from Franco. The overthrow of the 
dictatorship necessitated the participation of the people on a 
mass scale... In organising a guerrilla movement one should never 
confuse popular sympathy with popular support; these are two 

different things. In Spain the guerrillas enjoyed the sympathy of 
the people who regarded them as heroes.  But the sympathy 
did not go beyond that.  It never became the active and massive 
support for the guerrilla operations that was essential and on 
which the guerrillas had counted.”

Similarly, Lenin argued that, “insurrection must rely not 
upon conspiracy and not upon a party, but upon the advanced 
class... Insurrection must rely upon a revolutionary upsurge of 
the people.”  He also stressed that guerrilla warfare should not 
be elevated above other forms of struggle.  “The party of the 
proletariat,” he wrote, “can never regard guerrilla warfare as the 
only, or even the chief, method of struggle... this method must be 
subordinated to other methods... must be commensurate with 
the chief methods of warfare.” None of this is to suggest that 
armed struggle should not be used as a tactic in a revolutionary 
situation. Indeed, it is difficult to imagine a revolution in which 
armed struggle does not play a role, whether in Britain or 
elsewhere.  “Armed struggle is a necessity, as the final step in the 
overthrow of imperialism, not because of the illegal character 
of the Party, but because of the nature of imperialism itself.” 
(Philippine Communist Party). However, it must be remembered 
that armed struggle is precisely this – a tactic.

• W J Pomeroy (ed.) - 
Guerrilla Warfare and 
Marxism

• J Slovo—Prospects for 
Armed Struggle in South 
Africa

• Mao Tse-Tung—

Strategic Problems 
in the Anti-Japanese 
Guerrilla War

• Che Guevara—Guerilla 
Warfare: a Method

• S Zizek—Violence

Further Reading
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YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 

wing of the Communist Party. 
The YCL has a long and proud 

history in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based 
progressive youth organisations 

that exist today owe their 
existence to the initiatives and 
work of the YCL. The YCL has 

always and continues to play a 
vital role in the struggles for peace, 

against racism and fascism, for 
gender equality, and all other 
popular struggles that involve 
young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the 
address below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to 
Challenge then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 
for Europe, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money 
order). Cheques & P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order 
online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.
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