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editorial
Dear Comrades

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge.

This edition focuses on the historic Centenary of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution and reports back from the recent YCL delegation to the 
XIXth World Festival of Youth and Students in Sochi, Russia.

The October Revolution was not just an event which defined the twenty-
first century. It changed the course of human history (pp.18-21). As young 
Communists we recall that the youth played a unique and decisive role 
in the Revolution and the construction of socialism in the USSR. The 
destruction of the Soviet Union is of course the greatest tragedy of the 
generation which preceded us. It has paved the way for the rehabilitation of 
right wing nationalism and fascism in countries like Ukraine (pp.16-17).

However in this moment, for our generation there are many reasons to 
be hopeful. The world turns. Communists everywhere have rallied for this 
historic centenary (pp.10 -11) more than ever since the counterrevolution 
in the USSR, demonstrating that momentum has shifted back to progressive 
forces for the first time since the nineties. The socialist camp – Cuba, China, 
Vietnam, Venezuela and others – continue to stand as an example, advancing 
the cause of peace and human liberation (pp.14).

For oppressed peoples everywhere the Revolution proves that the chain 
of global imperialism can be shattered (pp.22-25). That working people can 
determine their own future according to the principles of mutual respect 
and national sovereignty. For the international Communist movement the 
Revolution proved once and for all that it is possible to build a society free 
from the exploitation of man by man (pp.26-27).

In comradeship

Johnnie Hunter

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through 
writing articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t 
hesitate to get in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or 
writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

the youth 
played a 
unique and 
decisive 
role in the 
Revolution 
and the 
construction 
of socialism 



3

CONTENTS

WFYS Pictures 4-5
Statements 6-9
International CPs 
Conference  10-11
Brexit & Banks 12-13
Fidel & Cuba 14
Puerto Rico 15
Ukraine 16-17
October Revolution 
Centenary 18-21
Final Declaration of 
XIXth WFYS 22-25
International CYO 
on Revolution 26-27
Science 28-29
Film Reviews 30-31
Back2Basics  32
What We Stand For  34

in this
issue

Banks, Brexit 
& the Single 
Market p12-13

October 
Revolution 
100 p18-19

WFYS Final 
Declaration 
p22-25

December 2017 Volume 21, Issue 44
Layout & design: Ben Stevenson, James Rodie 
and Johnnie Hunter
Print: Communist Party
Published by: YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe 
Rd, CR0 1BD 

editorial



XIXTH WORLD FESTIVAL

4

XIXth World Festival
Photo Diary

The Young Communist 
League organised the 
British delegation to 
the historic19th World 

Festival of Youth and Students 
being held in Soch, Russia, 
[DATES]

...[TEXT FROM WEBSITE]
The YCL delegates to the 

19th World Festival were:

• Chris Chesworth
• Daoud Hamdani
• Owain Holland
• Johnnie Hunter

• Julian Jones
• Samuel Monteil
• Peter Ward-Stoddart
• Harry Warren
• Robin Talbot

We hope you enjoy a 
selection of photos from 
the 19th World Festival for 
everyone who couldn’t make 
it.

We look forward to an 
even bigger YCL delegation 
to the 20th World Festival in 
2021!
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STATEMENTS

Communists Say: Nothing New 
About Fake News
‘There is nothing 

new about “fake” 
news - the capitalist 

media monopolies have 
been pumping it out for 
more than a century’, Steve 
Johnson told the Communist 
Party’s political committee 
on Wednesday evening 
(November 15).

He cited the infamous 
example of the ‘Zinoviev 
Letter’ in 1924, when the 
Daily Mail and British press 
reported that the head of the 
Communist International had 
sent instructions to Britain’s 
Communists to engage in 
violent subversion.

Fabricated by emigre 
Russians in league with 
the German and British 
intelligence services, the 
forgery helped stop the 
re-election of a Labour 
government.

In 1960, John F Kennedy 
won the US presidential 

election with a media 
campaign that attacked a non-
existent ‘missile gap’ between 
US and Soviet nuclear forces. 

But now, Mr Johnson 
warned, the charge of ‘fake 
news’ is being used by lying 
right-wing politicians and 
media monopolies to discredit 
not only their rivals but also 
investigative journalism which 
exposes state secrecy and big 
business corruption.

‘The label is increasingly 
being pinned on Wikileaks, the 
Paradise Papers, TV channels 
such as RT and the social 
media generally which dare to 
challenge imperialist foreign 
policy and super-rich tax 
fraud’, the Communist Party’s 
London district secretary 
declared.

‘This labelling is the 
prelude to greater censorship 
of news and views that 
don’t fit into the framework 
established by the billionaire 

media on behalf of monopoly 
capitalism’, Mr Johnson feared.

Meanwhile, the torrent of 
‘fake news’ designed to justify 
imperialist intervention in 
Syria, undermine support for 
Brexit, discredit supporters of 
the Labour Party leadership 
and divert attention from the 
scale of corporate corruption 
continues unabated.

The Communist Party’s 
political committee agreed 
that these developments 
underlined the value of the 
Morning Star as ‘the only daily 
paper which honestly reports 
news and views that challenge 
capitalism and imperialism’. 
The committee looked 
forward to the launch of the 
Star’s planned online and 
rolling news initiatives, urging 
trade union and left-wing 
organisations to step up their 
financial support for the paper.

Britain’s Communists 
also expressed their growing 

concerns about new war 
dangers in the Middle East.

‘In addition to Western-
backed, Saudi Arabian-led 
barbarism in Yemen and the 
ongoing drive to fragment 
Syria and Iraq, the US and its 
Saudi and Israeli allies - with 
British support - are preparing 
fresh acts of provocation and 
aggression against Lebanon 
and Iran’, the CP international 
secretary John Foster warned.

The long history of British, 
French and US imperialism’s 
intervention in the region 
to control resources and 
transport routes had inflicted 
colossal death and destruction 
on its peoples, Mr Foster 
pointed out.

Communist Party

15 November 2017

CP Statement on Repressive 
Measures in Catalonia
The Communist Party of 

Britain condemns the 
repressive actions taken 

by the Spanish government 
to halt the independence 
referendum in Catalonia.  
It sends its solidarity to 
the Communist Party of 
Spain, the United Left and 
other progressive forces 
who gathered over the 
weekend at the Assembly of 
Representatives in Zaragoza to 
assert and defend the rights of 
the Catalonian people to hold 
a referendum on their national 
future.

It notes the long standing 
policy of the Communist 
Party of Spain to support the 
recognition of the national 
rights of the peoples of Spain 

within a federal structure that 
can maintain the progressive 
unity of the working class 
and its allies against the 
forces of Spanish monopoly 
capital represented by the 
Spanish state.  The Communist 
Party of Spain pledges itself 
to campaign against any 
authoritarian, anti-social and 
centralising solution imposed 
by the current right-wing 
government in Spain.

The Communist Party 
of Britain reiterates the 
right of all nations to self-
determination and for this 
right to be exercised, as Lenin 
argued, on terms that seek 
to strengthen, not weaken, 
the power and unity of the 
working class and its allies 

against capitalist state power.  
The form that this will take 
must depend on specific 
circumstances, understanding 
that today major aspects 
of capitalist state power 
are exercised through 
multinational institutions such 
as the European Union.  In 
this battle to enhance the 
strength of the working class 
and its allies, we must defend 
our existing democratic 
institutions, gained through 
past struggle, and free them 
from the pro-capitalist 
restrictions imposed by the 
EU.  But, as Communists 
in Britain have long argued, 
they must be supplemented 
and strengthened by national 
parliaments and regional 

assemblies that can mobilise 
working people to assert 
their power over that of big 
business and the market, to 
plan and invest in economic 
development on behalf of the 
people.

Communist Party

25 September 2017
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CP Condemns Brexit Deal
The Communist Party of 

Britain has condemned 
the Brexit Phase One 

agreement between the British 
government and the EU 
Commission announced today 
(December 8).

‘This pro-big business, 
minority Tory regime is loyally 
carrying out the instructions 
of its EU Business Advisory 
Council to tie Britain to the 
EU single market for the 
foreseeable future, while 

paying through the nose for 
that dubious privilege’, CPB 
general secretary Robert 
Griffiths declared.

‘The Irish border question 
is being used as the pretext 
for Britain’s continuing 
subjection to EU rules and 
institutions in the guise of so-
called “regulatory alignment”’, 
he argued. Mr Griffiths 
called instead for Britain’s 
commercial border with the 
EU to be marked by the Irish 

Sea rather than submit to an 
‘Ulster loyalist veto’.

The CPB general secretary 
recalled Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn’s warning in a BBC 
interview on September 24 
that EU single market rules 
would prohibit a future 
Labour government from 
implementing its policies on 
public spending, state aid to 
industry and public ownership 
of the railways.

‘The list is even longer 

than that’, Mr Griffiths 
claimed, insisting that Labour’s 
manifesto pledges to raise 
investment funds through 
central bank bonds, end the 
super-exploitation of ‘posted’ 
workers, radically restructure 
VAT and reform public 
procurement contracts would 
all fall foul of EU treaties and 
directives.

Maintaining alignment 
with EU single market rules 
would also hugely restrict the 

Communists Attack Budget
The Communist Party 

has condemned what 
it calls Chancellor 

Philip Hammond’s ‘steady as 
the economy sinks’ Autumn 
Budget.

CP general secretary 
Robert Griffiths said it 
reflected Tory priorities to ‘fill 
the boots of private enterprise 
with public money’ and shore 
up big business profits.

As real wages, benefits and 
living standards fall over the 
next four years and the British 
economy heads towards 
recession, he remarked, the 
Chancellor continues with 
planned cuts in corporate 
taxes and does nothing about 
tax-dodging havens under 
British jurisdiction around the 
world.

‘We need the trade unions 
to launch a coordinated wages 
offensive to smash the public 
sector pay cap, raise incomes 
across every sector and 
help stave off the impending 
downturn’, he urged.

Mr Griffiths dismissed 
Hammond’s plans to pump an 
extra £15bn into the housing 
market over the next five 
years as an ‘anti-solution’ to 
Britain’s housing crisis.

‘Stamp Duty and Help-to-
Buy gimmicks inflate house 
prices and boost the shares 
of property and development 
companies’, he argued, insisting 
that the only practical option 
was to lift the cap on local 
government house-building.

The CP general secretary 
also warned that the extended 

squeeze on public spending 
takes no account of any 
‘exorbitant’ EU divorce bill.

‘The Office for Budget 
Responsibility’s economic and 
fiscal outlook report confirms 
that the Chancellor’s austerity 
figures make no allowance for 
“any one-off or ongoing EU 
exit-related payments”’, Mr 
Griffiths pointed out.

‘Unless we resist EU 
ransom demands and get rid 
of this government, there will 
be further cuts in public sector 
wages, benefits and services’, 
he added.

In particular, the CP leader 
attacked the City of London’s 
financial sector for Britain’s 
low levels of investment 
in productive industry and 
demanded measures to direct 

private and public sector 
capital into manufacturing, 
construction and energy 
infrastructure. He demanded 
that the benefits of more 
investment, new technology 
and higher productivity must 
be used to improve people’s 
work-life balance and living 
standards, not to ‘feed the City 
and bg business fat cats’.

Mr Griffiths also attacked 
the proposal revealed in OBR 
documents to sell off the 
state’s remaining shareholding 
in the Royal Bank of Scotland 
at an overall loss to the public 
purse of £26.2bn.

Communist Party

23 November 2017
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Britain’s Communists at Meet-
ing of World’s Parties in Beijing
More than 450 

representatives 
of parties across 

the political spectrum in 
122 countries gathered in 
Beijing over the December 
1-3 weekend in a ‘high-
level’ meeting called by the 
Communist Party of China 
(CPC) to discuss the theme 
of ‘Working Together for a 
Shared Future for Humanity’.

The Communist Party 
was represented by general 
secretary Robert Griffiths and 
international secretary John 
Foster. The Labour Party had 
also accepted an invitation to 
attend, but it’s believed deputy 
leader Tom Watson had to 
withdraw at the last moment. 
The Conservative Party was 
represented by an official of 
the Centre for Policy Studies.

During a meeting in Beijing 
of 24 communist parties with 
Communist Party of China 
(CPC) head of publicity and 
Politburo member Huang 
Kunming, the Communist 
Party of Britain was one of 
the five selected to make 
a presentation. The other 
speakers were from the Cuban 
CP, the Communist Party of 
the Russian Federation, the 
South African CP and the 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist).

Comrade Huang declared 
that the CPC needed to follow 
Marxism in its strategy for 
construction as it had done for 
revolution.

He told the communists, 
‘We are adhering to and 
developing Marxism in order 
to build socialism with 

Chinese characteristics and 
we are making the right choice 
at the right time. According 
to Karl Marx, the working 
class liberates the whole of 
humanity by liberating itself ’.

He said that since the 
CPC’s 18th congress in 2012, 
which elected Xi Jinping as 
the party’s general secretary, a 
new situation had arisen with 
new challenges and tasks. The 
Chinese people were having to 
break new ground in order to 
maintain peace, development 
and security, intensifying 
international relations and 
sharing the benefits of China’s 
successes among its own 
people and those of other 
countries.

Adapting China’s systems 
and institutions to new 
realities, enforcing the 
socialist rule of law (not 
least against corruption) and 
strengthening the leading 
role of the Communist Party 
demonstrated the dynamism 
of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics.

Addressing the forum, 
Robert Griffiths praised 
China’s enormous record of 
development, based as it is on 
planning and public ownership 
of key sectors of the economy 
- ‘which alone can ensure 
that the benefits of new 
technologies will be shared 
by workers and the people 
generally’. China’s willingness 
to engage in mutually beneficial 
projects with other countries 
is assisting them to develop 
independently of domination 
by Western monopoly capital.

He particularly welcomed 

China as a ‘voice and force 
for peace and cooperation in 
today’s very dangerous world’.

‘Now the Communist 
Party of China is 
constructively challenging 
political parties everywhere 
with the tasks of building a 
world of peace, development 
and security’, Mr Griffiths 
remarked. He especially 
welcomed its recent decision 
to play a central role in the 
annual international meeting 
of communist and workers 
parties by taking a permanent 
place on the working group 
which prepares and guides its 
activities, as ‘another sign of 
the CPC’s turning outwards’.

The CPB general secretary 
explained to the forum why 
winning the early election of a 
left-led Labour government is 
essential to put Britain on the 
path to peace, development 
and security.

‘Withdrawal from the 
European Union is an 
essential stage in this process, 
not least so that a left-led 
Labour government can 
pursue measures to extend 
democratic control over our 
economy, rebalancing it away 
from domination by finance 
capital in the City of London 
and towards manufacturing 
and infrastructure.

‘The referendum vote 
against EU membership was 
a left-wing vote as well as 
a right-wing one. And only 
outside the EU can a left-
led Labour government be 
free to pursue a genuinely 
independent foreign and 
defence policy’.

Mr Griffiths closed by 
outlining the Communist 
Party of Britain’s process of 
‘communist renewal’.

‘Our party seeks to 
represent the interests and 
aspirations of the working 
class and people generally’, 
he told the communists from 
Asia, Africa, Europe and Latin 
America. But to do so more 
effectively, the CPB has to:

Enhance its organisation 
and communications, utilising 
new technologies, as a party 
which seeks to inform and 
mobilise workers and the 
people - work in which 
the Morning Star plays an 
important and essential role.

Recruit and retain new 
members, especially among 
workers, women, black and 
ethnic minorities and young 
people.

Provide education in the 
ideas of Marxism-Leninism, 
making full use of the 
invaluable facilities of the 
Marx Memorial Library and 
Workers’ School in London.

The CPB general secretary 
also announced that his party 
would be issuing an updated 
draft edition of its programme, 
Britain’s Road to Socialism, for 
discussion across the labour 
movement and adoption 
following the party’s 55th 
congress in November 2018 
- when it hoped to welcome 
representatives from the CPC 
and China’s embassy in Britain 
once again.

Communist Party

3 December 2017

basis on which a future British 
government could negotiate 
trade deals with China, 
Australia, Canada and other 
countries.

‘The labour movement in 
Britain must wake up to the 
threat posed by EU “regulatory 
alignment” and any similar 
transitional arrangements to 
Labour’s plans to invest in 

public services, industry and 
infrastructure and to promote 
social justice’, the CPB leader 
urged.

He also attacked the 
‘extortionate’ financial divorce 
settlement outlined in the 
Phase One agreement.

‘The EU Commission had 
originally demanded around 
£100bn, Prime Minister May 

then flew to Florence and 
offered £18bn - and now that 
has doubled to somewhere 
between £35bn and at least 
£39bn’, Mr Griffiths pointed 
out.

‘This will come on top of 
Britain’s net contribution of 
£21bn over the next two years 
and will mean extra public 
spending cuts unless we elect 

a left-led Labour government 
that will end austerity and tax 
the rich and big business’, he 
added.

Communist Party

8 December 2017
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Statement of WFDY on US 
recognition of Jerusalem

The World Federation 
of Democratic Youth 
denounces and 

condemns the decision of 
the United States of America 
to recognize Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel.  It is in 
fact a decision that violates 
resolutions and decisions of 
the United Nations. The status 
of Jerusalem is a critical and 
important issue for achieving 
a peaceful solution of the 
Palestinian issue. Additionally, 
we note that a decision 
preceded by the international 
community, where it declares 
East Jerusalem as the capital 
city of an independent and free 
Palestine.

The unaccepted decision 
of the US and its new 
administration constitutes a 
flagrant violation of the right 
of the Palestinian. It is a clear 

support towards the Israeli 
occupation and another sign 
that proves the imperialist 
relation of the two forces. 
Further, it undermines the 
possibility of a peaceful 
solution where at the same 
time it creates the space for 
more conflicts not only within 
Palestine but also in the whole 
region of Middle East.

The World Federation of 
Democratic Youth, standing 
always on the Charter of 
the UN, demands for the 
international community to 
defend its earlier decisions and 
principles of law. We call the 
whole world to respect the 
right of the Palestinian people 
to an independent state. We 
repeat again the position of 
WFDY for the termination 
of the Israeli occupation, 
and we call the members of 

the United Nations to join 
this demand along with the 
recognition of the independent 
Palestinian state, with East 
Jerusalem as its capital.

We remind the world that 
the millions of Palestinian 
refugees, the death of the 
Palestinians, the repression 
they are living, the apartheid 
walls in the west bank, the 
blocked area of Gaza, are 
all results of the Zionist 
aggressiveness and occupation. 
Once more WFDY along 
with fascism, terrorism 
and neo-nazism does not 
hesitate to condemn and 
denounce Zionism, since they 
are all elements that serve 
imperialism and spread the 
death and terror.

Finally, WFDY call its 
members and militants 
to proceed to actions of 

solidarity and support to the 
Palestinian people, and also to 
denounce loudly and strong 
the unilateral and unaccepted 
decision of the USA.

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

8 December 2017

WFDY: Cuba, Si - Bloqueo, No!

Once more the U.N. 
General Assembly, 
held yesterday on 

November 1, 2017, has voted 
a special Resolution for the 
lifting of the U.S. blockade on 
Cuba. The total number of 191 
countries voted in favor of 
the Resolution, while only the 
United States of America and 
their puppet Israel were the 
only countries to vote against 
the resolution.

The blockade against 
Cuba is a policy, which has 
been imposed for over 50 
years by the U.S.A. and 
constitutes a flagrant, massive, 
and systematic violation 
of the human rights of the 
Cuban people. This imperialist 
policy of blockade is an act 
of genocide, which intends 
to economically strangle 
the Cuban people and force 

their surrender. The human 
damage produced by the 
implementation of this policy 
is incalculable. It constitutes 
clearly an obstacle to 
Cuba’s economic and social 
development.

However, despite the 
imposition of this genocidal 
policy by the U.S., the Cuban 
people resisted and continue 
resisting by achieving a lot of 
successes in the development 
of socialism. Moreover, the 
clear attempt of the isolation 
of Cuba by the U.S.A. has 
not prevented at all the 
expressions of solidarity with 
Cuba. Cuba is internationally 
respected and this respect will 
keep growing.

During the 19th World 
Festival of Youth and Students 
which took place just two 
weeks ago in Sochi in Russia, 

290 Cuban young delegates 
proved that the Cuban people 
constitute an example of 
peace, solidarity and friendship, 
and that the act of blockade 
against their nation have no 
stand or excuses. It is in fact 
a clear act of aggression and 
violation by the USA against 
the free will of the Cuban 
people.      

The World Federation of 
Democratic Youth express 
once more its unconditional 
support towards the Cuban 
Revolution and repeats that 
each people must be free to 
decide which path of social 
and economic development is 
aiming to follow. WFDY also 
call its members to continue 
expressing their solidarity 
to the Cuban people and 
condemn the imperialist 
blockade imposed on them by 

the U.S.A. 
Finally WFDY reaffirms 

the Cuban youth and its 
member organization the 
Young Communist League 
(UJC) of Cuba that is standing 
to their side in confronting 
imperialism. Their struggle and 
resistance in safeguarding the 
Cuban Revolution is providing 
courage and hope to the 
international youth anti-
imperialist movement. 

Long Live the Cuban 
Revolution!

Long Live the anti-
imperialist struggle!

World Federation of 
Democratic Youth

2 November 2017
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Communist Party General Secretary ROBERT GRIFFITHS reports back 
from the recent iIternational Meeting of Communist and Workers’ 
Parties to mark the 1917 Centenary in Russia

LENINGRAD
     1917 - 2017
Since 1999, communist 

and workers’ parties 
from across the world 
have met every year 

to exchange news and views, 
hold bilateral discussions 
with one another and 
endorse statements setting 
out common positions on 
particular issues.

A working group meets 
in between meetings to 
prepare the agenda and issue 
the appeals and declarations 
agreed by all present at the 
event. It also recommends 
acceptance or rejection 
of applications by more 
parties every year to join the 

proceedings.
The host party is 

responsible for providing all 
necessary facilities for the 
hundreds of representatives 
who arrive from all corners of 
the world — some of them in 
defiance of their illegal status 
at home, where communist 
parties are persecuted and 
banned.

Past venues for the annual 
gathering have included 
Athens, New Delhi, Lisbon, 
Johannesburg, Istanbul, Sao 
Paulo, Minsk and Beirut.

On November 2-3 
this year, fittingly enough, 
representatives from 103 

parties in 78 countries 
converged on Leningrad (now 
known by its pre-1914 name 
of St Petersburg), which as 
the Russian capital Petrograd 
was the epicentre of the 1917 
Socialist Revolution.

This 19th annual meeting 
was opened by Gennady 
Zyuganov, first secretary of 
the central committee of 
the Communist Party of the 
Russian Federation (CPRF). 
The CPRF is the second 
largest party in Russia, behind 
President Putin’s United 
Russia, with numerous Duma 
and regional deputies and local 
mayors and councillors in its 

ranks.
Zyuganov outlined the 

enormous achievements of the 
Soviet Union after the Great 
October Socialist Revolution 
of 1917 in economic, social 
and cultural life. He pointed 
out that Soviet socialism had 
made it possible for working 
people — and not only the 
sons of the wealthy and 
powerful — to develop and 
share their skills and talents 
with society as a whole.

The CPRF leader then 
recited the names of famous 
political figures, scientists, 
writers, artists, composers, 
musicians, military generals and 
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astronauts in the Soviet Union 
who had come from working 
class and peasant backgrounds 
— and who would never 
have been allowed to achieve 
distinction in Tsarist Russia.

He was followed by scores 
of speakers addressing the 
theme of the meeting, “On the 
100th anniversary of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution: 
the ideals of the Communist 
movement; strengthening the 
struggle against imperialist 
wars; for peace and socialism.”

The European Union came 
under attack from within and 
beyond Europe, as a force for 
capitalist globalisation and 
imperialist expansion alongside 
Nato.

Ceferino Alonso of the 
Communists of Catalonia 
apologised for the absence of 
his party’s general secretary. 
He faces charges in Madrid of 
threatening the integrity of the 
Spanish state and fomenting 
rebellion. Although the Catalan 
communists prefer a federal 
solution to the national 
question rather than Catalan 
separation, they also uphold 
the right of Catalonia to 
decide its own future.

Not only was this biggest 
meeting of its kind so far. 
Refreshingly, there were 
significantly more women and 
younger representatives on 
this occasion, notably from 
eastern Europe and some of 
the Latin American countries.

Everyone present 
agreed the draft final appeal, 
recognising Lenin and the 
Bolshevik Party as a continuing 
“source of inspiration and 
priceless experience” for the 
world’s communists and other 
revolutionaries.

They paid tribute to the 
Soviet Union as the “world’s 
first state of workers and 
peasants” which, within an 
historically short period of 
time, achieved unprecedented 
successes in all economic, 
social, cultural, political, 
scientific and technological 
fields; stimulated the struggle 
of the workers in the capitalist 
countries and the development 
of the international communist 
and workers’ movement; 
contributed decisively to 
the victory over fascism 
and became a guarantor of 
peace; and assisted peoples 

oppressed and colonised for 
centuries achieve national 
liberation.

At the same time, the 
communists acknowledged 
that they face a special task 
of “conducting research and 
drawing the right conclusions 
on the causes that led to the 
disintegration of the USSR.”

Nevertheless, facing 
capitalism’s “deep structural 
crisis” and imperialism’s 
“dangerous, exploitative 
and aggressive offensive,” 
socialism remains the essential 
objective. Therefore, the 
meeting saluted the struggles 
of workers and peoples across 
the planet against imperialism 
and for sovereignty, national 
independence, peace, social 
progress and socialism.

 
The appeal issued at the 

end of proceedings urged 
all communist and workers’ 
parties to take and coordinate 
action in a number of specific 
areas, and in particular to:

o step up the battle 
against anti-communism and 
anti-Sovietism, strengthening 
solidarity with parties facing 
persecution such as the 
Communist Party of Ukraine.
o organise and 
exchange scientific research 
and views on the causes 
of counter-revolution and 
capitalist restoration in the 
Soviet Union and socialist 
camp.
o promote wide-scale 
study of the works of Lenin, 
explaining their historic 
significance and modern-day 
relevance.
o hold events to mark 
and popularise the 100th 
anniversary of Lenin’s work 
The State and Revolution.
o use Russia’s 
Victory over Nazi-Fascism 
Day (May 9) and the 75th 
anniversary of the victory 
at Stalingrad (February 2) 
to combat fascism, racism 
and “Russophobia” and to 
defend democratic rights and 
freedoms.

Furthermore, the appeal 
demanded an end to the 
US blockade of Cuba and 
supported the right of the 
Palestinian people to a “free 
sovereign and independent 

state.” It also expressed 
solidarity with peoples 
confronting imperialist 
intervention and occupation 
and attacks from “fanatical 
reactionary religious forces,” 
notably in Syria, Ukraine and 
Bolivarian Venezuela.

Reaffirming their 
opposition to Nato, nuclear 
weapons, foreign military 
bases, militarism and 
imperialist war, the parties 
called for the peaceful and 
just resolution of international 
conflicts based on the 
principles of international law.

On the Korean peninsula, 
for instance, US intervention 
should end as Korea engages 
in “peaceful reunification.”

At its close, the 19th 
international meeting approved 
proposals to hold next year’s 
event in Athens and to add 
representatives from the 
Communist Party of Vietnam, 
the Chinese Communist Party 
and the Workers Party of 
Korea to the body’s working 
group.

Thanks were given to 
this year’s hosts, the CPRF, 
who had arranged guided 
tours of the Smolny Institute 
in Leningrad where Lenin 
proclaimed the victory of the 
October Revolution, and of 
the battleship Aurora which 
had fired the opening shots.

In Moscow, the overseas 
communists were shown 
around the Kremlin, attended 
the Putin government’s 
“official” celebration of the 
1941 military parade (which 
was itself a celebration 
of October 1917) before 
joining thousands of Russian 
communists on a march 
through the city.

In both cities, gala 
performances by an 
extraordinary cast of singers, 
dancers, musicians and actors 
against stunning film and 
poster back-drops drew huge 
crowds, confirming that the 
communists of the CPRF 
and the world will continue 
to draw inspiration from 
the Great October Socialist 
Revolution in the struggles — 
and revolutions — to come.

Robert Griffths is 
General Secretary of 
the Communist Party.

Not only was 
this biggest 
meeting of 
its kind so far. 
Refreshingly, 
there were 
significantly 
more women 
and younger 
representatives
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Why are the 
big banks so 
keen on British 
single market 
membership?

Financiers are worried about their continued ability to control EU 
markets – they do not have ordinary people’s best interests at heart, 
writes Communist Party International Secretary JOHN FOSTER

Last week Goldman Sachs 
chief executive Lloyd 
Blankfein tweeted that it 

may be necessary for Britain 
to hold a second referendum 
on the EU. Too many CEOs, he 
claimed, “are not happy” with 
the result. 

What is Goldman Sachs? 
It is the United States’ biggest 
investment bank. It is also the 
EU’s.  

Last year Goldman Sachs 
handled 33 per cent of all 
EU mergers and acquisitions. 
Together with JP Morgan and 
Morgan Stanley, these three 
US banks handled 80 per cent 
of all company mergers and 
acquisitions in the EU. They 
also dominate most other 
financial services. They do so 
from London. 

These banks are now 

worried about their 
continued ability to control 
EU markets from their still 
partly deregulated base in the 
City. They want to continue 
in London. But they want 
Britain to remain within the 
EU single market. Hence the 
pressure being placed on all 
political parties to modify their 
position in favour of single 
market membership.  

And it’s not just from 
within the (US-dominated) 
City of London. The pressure 
also comes from within the 
EU.  

Although the US banks 
compete with French and 
German banks, they hold a 
pivotal position within EU 
financial markets and hence in 
the bloc’s policy making.  

Among other key figures, 

European Central Bank 
president Mario Draghi was 
managing director of Goldman 
Sachs International from 2002 
to 2005.   

The current intransigence 
of EU negotiators in part 
reflects these pressures — as 
does the parliamentary debate 
on the Withdrawal Bill with 
amendments from the Liberal 
Democrats, right-wing Labour 
and the SNP all in favour of 
single market membership.

Why should this be a 
matter of concern to the left? 
Surely the single market gives 
us the best of both worlds. 
We’d be out of the EU but 
still get full access to the EU 
market. 

Unfortunately it is not 
as simple as that. The EU 
single market requires full 

The EU single 
market requires 
full compliance 
with virtually all 
aspects of EU 
treaty law and 
EU directives



compliance with virtually all 
aspects of EU treaty law and 
EU directives. The only things 
excluded are taxation policy, 
full budgetary supervision and 
agriculture and fisheries.  

The EU single market 
requires compliance with 
EU rules on competition, on 
procurement and on state aid 
to industry.  

These rules ban any 
form of public ownership 
that distorts competition — 
ruling out the comprehensive 
renationalisation of rails, posts 
or energy. 

It also requires free 
movement of goods, services, 
persons and capital, including 
the “right of establishment” 
— effectively the right of 
business to operate without 
undue hindrance from national 
legislation.  

And EU Court of Justice 
case law is mandatory, 
including anti-trade union 
rulings such as Viking, Laval and 
Ruffert.

Last year trade unionists 
in the single market member 
states, Norway, Iceland and 
Liechtenstein, learnt this to 
their cost. 

Norway’s dock labour 
scheme was ruled illegal by 
the European Free Trade 
Association court, which 
polices the single market, 
because it stopped employers 
bringing in labour from 
elsewhere. 

This is why the issue of the 
single market is so important 
for the trade union and labour 
movement. It would nullify 
key elements of the 2017 
Labour manifesto, above all its 
industrial strategy.  

And this matters. Jobs 
depend on it.

Since 1981, the year 
Margaret Thatcher deregulated 
financial services to bring over 
the US banks, almost three 
million manufacturing jobs 
have been lost. Some 600,000 
have gone in the 10 years 
since 2006 leaving us with a 
weaker, smaller industrial base 
than any other any advanced 
economy.

Export figures demonstrate 
this. In 2016 Britain’s deficit on 
its trade in goods was at an all-
time high, equivalent to 6.9 per 
cent of GDP (and the biggest 
part trade with the EU).  

But there was a positive 
balance equivalent to 4.7 per 
cent of GDP for services, 
mainly financial services 
through the US banks in the 
City of London.

Where does the bankers’ 
money go? Certainly not into 
productive investment. Quite 
the reverse. Thirty years ago 
only 15 per cent of company 
profits went to dividends: 
the rest to investment. Now 
over 70 per cent goes to 
shareholders.  

This is because the 
dominant blocks of shares are 
now themselves controlled by 
investment banks and these 
banks need to maximise their 
own immediate profits if they 
are to retain their wealthy 
clients. Our whole economy 
has been financialised.

This is why Labour’s 
activist industrial policy is 
so important. It is the only 
way of breaking the cycle of 
decline. Only public-sector 
intervention can now do 
it: a state investment bank, 
government aid for struggling 
firms, public ownership where 
necessary and the active use 
of public procurement to 
require local purchasing and 

the redevelopment of regional 
economies.

Yet none of this is possible 
within the terms of the EU 
single market. The prohibitions 
go back to the deal which 
Thatcher’s ministers struck 
with Germany in 1986 over 
the Single European Act, the 
basis for the neoliberal EU 
that exists today.  

Britain got financial 
services; Germany 
manufacturing industry. 

In one big single market, 
with barriers removed and 
governments prevented from 
intervening, Germany could 
maximise on its existing 
strengths in manufacturing, 
while the US banks in London 
could exploit their dominant 
size.  

We live with the 
consequences. This is why 
it is correct for the Labour 
Party to stick to its policy of 
negotiating maximum access 
to the EU single market but to 
oppose membership of it.  

Membership would simply 
lock in the existing disparities. 
Good for Goldman Sachs — 
but not for workers in the real 
economy.

It is the 
only way 
of breaking 
the cycle of 
decline. Only 
public-sector 
intervention 
can 
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Fidel Castro and the 
Youth movement

This year the 19th World 
Festival of Youth and 
Students was held in 

Sochi Russia and dedicated to 
the former Revolutionary and 
Communist Comrade Fidel 
Castro, with over 250 Cuban 
delegates attending the festival.

Members of the YCL 
delegation who attended 
the festival heard from 
Cuban speakers how in the 
early years after the Cuban 
Revolution Fidel Castro would 
attend youth festivals where 
he would openly speak of 
the achievement of Cuba, 
especially in the fields of 
healthcare and medical science. 
Fidel explained how Cuba lead 
the way in Child Mortality 
rate with one of the lowest 
rates in the world. In 2016 
the mortality rate was lower 
than 5 in every 1000 births 
compared with the USA’s 5.2 
in every birth.

We also heard how Cuba 
has helped over 24,000 
children effected by the 1986 
Chernobyl disaster free of 
charge by providing medical 
care on the island along with 
schools, a cooking center, 

theater, parks and recreation 
areas. This was followed by 
a round of applause by the 
appreciative audience.

The speakers went on to 
talk about Cuba’s campaigns 
on education and ending 
illiteracy on the island were 
carried out by Literacy 
Brigades. Around 1 million 
Cubans helped in the Literacy 
Brigades where they would go 
out into the towns, cities and 
rural areas of the island and 
set up schools and workshops 
educating the locals who 
hadn’t recived a proper 
education from the previous 
capitalist, America backed 
mafia government. By doing 
this Cuba has transformed it’s 
literacy rate from 56% in 1953 
to nearly 100% by the 1980’s.

Delegates heard that Cuba 
helped support and organize 
many youth festivals including 
hosting two world festivals, 
the first being the 11th WFYS 
in 1978 and the 14th WFYS 
in 1997. The 14th festival was 
the first to be held after the 
destruction of the Soviet 
Union and despite the illegal 
blockade on Cuba, the festivals 

message was one of anti-
imperialist solidarity, peace 
and friendship. The Festival 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without the full support 
of Cuban People and the 
authorities, around 27 million 
pesos and 300,000 dollars 
were raised by the Cuban 
people to host the event 
with another further 55,000 
Cubans volunteering to host 
delegates in their home.

We heard speeches from 
many of the speakers on 
how Fidel Castro believed 
in the importance of the 
international festivals as 
a way of promoting the 
ideas of Socialism to a new 
generation willing to fight for 
a better world. The youth, 
as Fidel saw them, were the 
real instruments of change 
and direction in society 
and through these festivals 
the youth would learn the 
tools and skills to advance 
themselves in the fight against 
imperialism, for freedom and 
Socialism.

We heard stories about 
how the spirit and fire created 
by the coming together of the 

international youth at these 
festivals reminded Fidel deeply 
of his dear comrade Ernesto 
“Che” Guevara, his hopes, 
determination, strength  and 
international spirit. As Che 
Guevara said in his speech 
at the ceremony marking 
the second anniversary of 
the formation of the youth 
organization in Cuba 1962: 
“The Young Communist 
cannot be limited by 
national borders. The Young 
Communist must practice 
proletarian internationalism 
and feel it as his own.”

We heard that Che 
Guevara spoke at many Youth 
congresses where he would 
lean heavily on education 
and study, to learn the 
tools necessary for fighting 
Imperialism. By coming 
together and helping each 
other through comradeship 
and internationalism we learn 
how to defend ourselves.

Chris Chesworth 
is a member of the 
Shropshire Branch of 
the Young Communist 
League.

CHRIS CHESWORTH discusses the meeting Cuban delegates at the 
XIXth World Festival, Cuba as a stronghold of Socialist progress and 
Comrade Fidel Castro as a continuing inspirtation to the youth
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PUERTO RICO

Oscar Lopez Rivera, the 
Puerto Rican freedom 
fighter of the FALN 

spoke to The International 
Anti-Imperialist Court at the 
World Festival of Youth and 
Students in Sochi, Russia. There 
were dozens of anti-colonialist 
and anti-imperialist speakers 
from movements around the 
globe who put forward their 
own case against imperialism 
and described the situation of 
their home.

Rivera was imprisoned in 
the United States for over 35 
years before being released 
this year in May following 
Obama’s decision to commute 
his 55 year sentence. In Sochi 
he described his experience 
of solitary confinement and 
sensory deprivation and spoke 
at length about being, not 
just a prisoner, but a Marxist-
Leninist political prisoner.

It was inspirational to hear 
from Rivera who is 73 and has 
experienced so much pain yet 
can still believe that change is 
both possible and inevitable. 
He said that whilst he suffered 

in prison for 35 years, Puerto 
Rico has suffered for 119 years 
under US Colonialism. In the 
eyes of many, colonialism is a 
practise rendered to the past 
but we, as Communists, know 
this is not true.

In Puerto Rico today 
citizens are still ruled by the 
US Executive yet they have no 
vote to decide who becomes 
President. In addition to this, 
Puerto Ricans do not have 
voting representation in 
Congress, instead they have 
non-voting members who 
can only observe the work of 
Congress. This is the same for 
Guam as well as the US Virgin 
Islands whose representatives 
have equally restricted 
voting rights. Like much of 
the Caribbean and North 
America, Puerto Rico was 
hit badly by storms this year, 
as it is most years. However, 
the damage caused by Storm 
Irma and Storm Maria was 
unprecedented and the cost 
to Puerto Rico is soaring with 
some estimating that it could 
cost up to $100 billion.

Three months have passed 
since Hurricane Maria ravaged 
Puerto Rico and yet still 
more than half the country 
is left without electricity. It is 
estimated that a quarter of 
a million houses have either 
been completely destroyed 
or severely damaged- this is 
extremely significant given 
the population of Puerto Rico 
is only 3.4 million. This level 
of destruction would cripple 
any society, never mind one 
under the boot of US neo-
colonialism. Trump visited 
the island in October and 
despite the destruction around 
him and the lack of support 
from the federal government 
he decided to congratulate 
himself for the “great job” 
that had been done. He went 
on to say that “Puerto Rico 
had thrown his budget out 
of whack” which resulted in 
widespread criticism as people 
were struggling to survive and 
Trump’s primary concern was 
still the economy and his own 
status.

As Puerto Rico begins to 

rebuild itself it is clear that 
the corrupt ruling class are 
desperate to take all the profit 
they can. We can already see 
this as Whitefish Energy, a tiny 
electricity firm linked to Trump 
and his internal secretary, were 
awarded a $300m electricity 
contract with a no audit clause 
meaning that the federal 
government has no right to 
investigate the levels of profit 
being made.

This is just one example of 
the high level corruption that 
is used to reinforce the neo-
colonial position of Puerto 
Rico and its citizens. This is 
why we, as internationalists, 
must maintain the struggle 
for all oppressed peoples in 
Puerto Rico and around the 
world. In the words of Rivera, 
we must “make Puerto Rico an 
example of de-colonialisation 
to overcome US imperialism”.

Peter Ward-Stoddart 
is a member of yhe 
Executive Committee of 
the Young Communist 
League.

PETER WARD-STODDART reports back on renowned Puerto Rican 
antiimperialist Oscar Rivera’s contribution to the International 
Antiimperialist Court at the XIXth World Festival of Youth and Students
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SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE COMMUNISTS 
AGAINST FASCISM

Young Communist League General Secretary OWAIN HOLLAND 
reports back on meeting members of Ukrainian Komsomol at the 
XIXth World Festival of Youth and Students and highlights the needs for 
increased solidarity with Ukraine’s Communists
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It began in in 2013 with 
the Euromaidan protests 
by a broad liberal, pro-EU, 

movement directed against the 
Yanukovich administration. The 
movement was soon co-opted 
by fascists and other right-
wing groups and culminated in 
the coup of 2014 that installed 
the oligarch Petro Poroshenko, 
the richest man in Ukraine - as 
well as many fascist elements, 
into power. Since then Ukraine 
has witnessed much violence 

from the extreme right.
In the spring of 2014 

thirty trade unionists were 
barricaded in a building by 
fascists from the organisation 
Right Sector as it was set 
alight and they left inside to 
burn. The Ukrainian authorities 
indifferent to the plight of the 
class warriors within. Violence 
against the left and ethnic 
Russians, most of whom are 
concentrated in the south and 
east of Ukraine grew to such 

a point that open civil war 
erupted and led to the regions 
of Donetsk and Luhansk 
declaring independence 
after holding referendums 
in a similar way to which 
Catalonia has recently held 
its referendum. The region of 
Crimea also voted to merge 
into the Russian Federation. 
In 2015 the government of 
Ukraine also banned the 
Communist Party of Ukraine 
forcing over 100,000 members 

underground. This ‘De-
Communisation Law’ made it 
a criminal offence to display 
left-wing symbols, promote 
Marxist ideas or defend 
Ukraine’s past membership of 
the Soviet Union. Criticising 
Ukrainian ‘nationalist’ 
collaborators with the Nazi 
war-time occupation, who 
carried out genocide against 
Jews and Poles, is now an 
offence punishable by 5 to 10 
years in prison.

UKRAINE
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Back in 2015 at the WFDY 
General Assembly, at the 
meeting of European and 
North American delegates, 
we heard from the General 
Secretary of the Komsomol of 
Ukraine (the Ukrainian YCL), 
Mykhailo Kononovych, about 
the repression he personally 
had faced as a Communist. He 
is forbidden to leave Ukraine 
nevertheless he left the 
country secretly to be present 
as a delegate to the Assembly 
in Cuba to tell us his personal 
story. A story that highlights 
the extreme difficulties of 
operating as a Communist in 
Ukraine.

Three weeks after the 
coup he was working in the 
Party office in Kiev when 
the building was stormed by 
a fascist mob. Armed with 
machine guns and dressed 
in balaclavas they sacked the 
building and assaulted the 
comrades inside. Kononovych 
himself was stabbed, beaten 
and subsequently kidnapped 
by the fascist thugs. His teeth 
were knocked out with the 
butt of a gun and he was 
dragged unconscious from 

the building under the gaze 
of watching police. After 
being taken away and beaten 
for refusing to denounce 
Communism he was then 
left for dead in the woods 
after a further beating. Finally 
the fascists lined him up in 
the depths of the forest and 
put a gun to his head as if to 
execute him and proceeded 
to shoot three bullets past 
Kononovych’s head.

Fortunately our comrade 
survived this particular ordeal 
but he told us how right-wing 
violence has made his every 
day life impossible to live as he 
did before. He has faced many 
beatings and has had his home 
broken into. In the past he has 
had to flee his home with his 
family because of this. He told 
us how his largest worry was 
not for his personal safety but 
for the safety of his 5 year old 
daughter. He also told us how 
he refused when the Ukrainian 
government offered him 
money to spread lies about 
the Ukrainian Communist 
Party and its Komsomol.

So you can imagine how 
inspired I was to see not 

only Mykhailo once more 
but other comrades from 
Ukraine present at the WFYS. 
We had previously heard how 
they had avoided detention at 
the Ukrainian border trying 
to cross into Russia for the 
festival. They had with them 
much Party material with them 
– which is essentially crossing 
the border with forbidden 
Communist material. Meeting 
with them we felt celebratory. 
Inspired they still had the 
strength to struggle on in 
some of the most impossible 
conditions for Communist in 
the world today. Inspired that 
their organisation still soldiers 
on in spite of all the odds 
stacked against them.

 I shook hands with 
Kononovych as he told 
me how important it is to 
fight against the EU. How 
the EU promotes racism 
and imperialism and how it 
works with NATO especially 
in regards to Ukraine. We 
exchanged Party material, 
we presented the Ukrainian 
Komsomol with Party flags 
and they gave us t-shirts 
and hats with the CPU logo 

on them. We told them of 
previous solidarity efforts we 
have made and promised to 
continue our protests at the 
Ukrainian government and its 
outlawing of the Communist 
Party.

The first step to revolution 
anywhere must be the work of 
the Party and we must resist 
everywhere the banning of 
the Party. We should let the 
clandestine activity of the CP 
Ukraine be an inspiration and 
source of strength to us as 
we struggle to build the Party 
against the relative difficulties 
we face . We must resist 
fascism and the imperialist 
blocks and ruling class that 
support it. 

Long live the Communist 
Party of Ukraine!

Lenin! 

Party! 

Komsomol!

Owain Holland is 
General Secretary of 
the Young Communist 
League.

SOLIDARITY: Young Communists from 
Ukraine and Britain meet in Sochi
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As communists it seems 
obvious, maybe even 
trite, when we say 

the Great October Socialist 
Revolution of 1917 was the 
single most important event 
of the 20th Century. For the 
peoples of the Soviet Union 
it was the legendary opening 
chapter which began a glorious 
revolutionary tradition. For 
humankind it changed the 
course of history.

The opening salvo of the 
Aurora which signalled the 
storming of the Winter Palace 
also marked the death knell 
of world of imperialism and 
the beginning of the epoch 
of international proletarian 
revolution. Not since Paris 
Commune of 1871, ultimately 
crushed and drowned in 
blood, had working people 
seized state power. As the 
spring must follow the winter, 
the triumph of the workers 
against the ruling class is 
historically inevitable. The 

fact that backwards Tsarist 
Russia was to be the cradle 
of the revolution reflected its 
position, in Lenin’s words, as 
the weak link in the chain of 
global imperialism.

In 1917 the ruling class 
in Russia faced a precarious 
position. Even before the 
outbreak of World War One 
the country faced economic 
turmoil and was wracked by 
class conflict. In the cities, 
workers and new migrants 
from the countryside crowded 
into the slums surrounding 
the massive factories and mills. 
These factories, many owned 
by British, French, German 
and US capitalists, were the 
site of intense class struggle 
as workers fought for better 
pay and conditions and for 
democratic rights. In the 
countryside small peasants and 
landless rural workers, never 
meaningfully freed from the 
bonds of serfdom, laboured 
under the yoke of aristocratic 

and kulak exploitation. 
Everywhere the Tsarist 
government responded with 
brutality and oppression. Firing 
on striking workers, brutalising 
peasant communities and 
crushing insurrection. The 
liberal and bourgeois parties in 
the Russian Duma were unable 
and unwilling to carry forward 
the struggle for democratic 
rights. 

In this context the 
outbreak of World War One 
was as a match to a powder 
keg. The disastrous campaigns 
conducted by the incompetent 
Tsarist general staff led to 
the slaughter and maiming 
of millions of workers and 
peasants on the Eastern 
Front. As the war progressed 
the economic situation of 
the working peoples of the 
Russian Empire deteriorated 
rapidly with food stuffs 
and essentials becoming 
increasingly scarce. In response 
to this, workers across Russia, 

OCTOBER REVOLUTION

JOHNNIE HUNTER discusses the reasons for and historical importance of 
the Great Octonber Socialist Revolution - and it’s relevance today
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but especially in the massive 
industrial cities of Petrograd 
and Moscow, engaged in strike 
action and demonstrations to 
demand food and necessities 
and an end to repression. The 
Tsarist government responded 
to this by the only means 
they understood: violence. 
Massacring striking workers 
and firing on demonstrators.

In an effort to shore 
up the faltering war effort, 
Tsar Nicholas the Second 
took personal control of 
operations on the Eastern 
Front, launching a new series 
of offensives. The result was 
comprehensive military defeat, 
territorial losses and hundreds 
of thousands of casualties. 
For the brutal Emperor of All 
the Russias this was to be the 
final blunder. Soldiers at the 
front mutinied and in the cities 
workers began to demand 
peace. Facing no alternative, 
the Tsar abdicated. In his place 
a Provisional Government 
was installed. This government, 
comprised of a coalition of the 
bourgeois parties, continued 
to be dominated by many of 

the same Tsarist ministers. The 
common determination of the 
Provisional Government was 
to carry on the war at all costs 
at the behest of the French 
and British capitalist classes.

The Provisional 
Government continued the 
slaughter on the Eastern Front 
with a new vigour. More and 
more the working people 
began to demand an end to 
the war. At the front soldiers 
began to refuse to fight. The 
Provisional Government, 
lacking any base of support or 
popular mandate, responded 
with the same violence and 
repression as the Tsar had. All 
the while the Bolshevik Party 
began to win more and more 
support among the workers 
and peasants throughout the 
Empire and among soldiers at 
the front. Vladimir Illich Lenin’s 
simple promise of Peace, 
Land and Bread became the 
common demand of working 
people.

By the time the Aurora 
sounded its guns and entered 
the annals of history, the 
writing had long been on 

the wall for the Provisional 
Government. Over the 
preceding day the Bolshevik 
led Petrograd Soviet had 
openly set about seizing 
key points in the capital in 
preparation for the revolution. 
The Provisional Government, 
powerless to resist could only 
observe and await its fate. 
The storming of the Winter 
Palace was the crescendo 
of a bloodless revolution. 
The ministers who waited in 
the Imperial Throne Room 
to be arrested were briefly 
apprehended, charged and 
released. Even those present 
on the night must not have 
realised the world-shaking 
implications of the events 
which had taken place. News 
began to spread throughout 
the Empire and the world that 
workers had taken power into 
their own hands.

The bloodless revolution 
nature of the revolution would 
prove to be short-lived. What 
followed was a five-year civil 
war, the most destructive and 
costly in terms of human life 
in European history. The Red 

Army would have to battle 
and defeat reactionary whites 
and the interventionist armies 
of fourteen countries before 
the imperialist camp was 
prepared to accept the reality 
of working class state power 
in Russia. The Soviet Union 
and her peoples emerged from 
the Civil War bloodied but 
determined to proceed with 
the construction of a radically 
different new form of society.

The changes brought 
about by the revolution were 
immediate and shaped the 
course of world history.

Almost instantluy, the 
revolution brought an end to 
centuries of Tsarist oppression 
and unleashed popular and 
democratic forces never 
before seen. For the first time 
in history the apparatus of 
the state was in the hands 
of the workers and peasants. 
The massive factories and 
workshops of the major cities 
were expropriated and began 
to be ran by committees of 
the workers themselves. In the 
countryside peasants revived 
communal traditions and 

REVOLUTIONARY: Striking women workers of the Putilov Mill, Petro-



redistributed the land.
The Bolsheviks immediately 

set about removing Russia 
from the Great War which 
had ravaged the continent for 
over three years. Throughout 
Europe social democrats of 
the Second International had 
betrayed the cause of the 
international working class and 
chose to back the cause of 
their own ruling classes in the 
conflict. Lenin had declared 
that:

“The war [is] imperialist 
(that is, an annexationist, 
predatory, war of plunder) 
on the part of both sides. It is 
a war for the division of the 
world, for the partition and 
repartition of colonies and 
spheres of influence [and] of 
finance capital”. 

The Bolsheviks understood 
that the war was a struggle 
between competing ruling 
classes and the working people 
had nothing to gain from 
slaughtering each other in 
their millions in the interests 
of those exploiters.

Russian withdrawal from 
the war was greeted across 
the former Empire. Almost 
immediately the Bolsheviks 
had delivered on one of the 
fundamental promises of 
the revolution. However, for 
the imperialist allied powers: 
Britain, France and the United 
States, this development was 
unacceptable. Determined 
to keep Russia in the war 
and within the web if the 
imperialist camp, they sent 
armies to Russia backed the 
reactionary white forces which 
fought to crush the Bolsheviks. 
Despite these seemingly 
insurmountable odds, the 
revolution triumphed in the 
ensuing civil war. 

With peace achieved 
the Soviet people set about 
constructing a new order in 
human civilization. To quote 
Lenin once again:

“We want to achieve a new 
and better order of society: 
in this new and better society 
there must be neither rich nor 
poor; all will have to work. 
Not a handful of rich people, 
but all the working people 
must enjoy the fruits of their 
common labour. Machines and 
other improvements must 
serve to ease the work of all 
and not to enable a few to 

grow rich at the expense of 
millions and tens of millions 
of people. This new and better 
society is called socialist 
society”

During the interwar 
years Tsarist Russia was 
transformed from a backwards, 
rural, superstitious society 
into a modern economy. 
The Soviet Union was 
industrialised at a rate thought 
hitherto impossible. Within 
a decade the Soviet Union 
had begun to match and 
exceed the economies of the 
imperialist powers. While the 
capitalist world was gripped 
by economic crisis and the 
Great Depression in the 1930s 
the Soviet Union continued 
to grow. The benefits of this 
economic progress were 
delivered to the whole of the 
Soviet people. Illiteracy was 
eradicated and electricity 
reached vast swathes of 
the country. Universal free 
healthcare, housing and 
education was provided for 
the first time anywhere in the 
world. Full employment and 
economic democracy were 
guaranteed by the new state 
industries.

The expansion of 
democratic rights extended 
by Soviet socialism were 
the common property of 
all. Minorities and peoples 
of the Russian Empire long 
oppressed through centuries 
of Tsarist rule were for the 
first time guaranteed social 
and political rights and the 
right to self-determination. 
Racist and chauvinistic policies 
of Russification were ended. 
Women held the same 
political rights and duties as 
men, decades before this was 
achieved in the capitalist world. 
Moreover gender equality 
went far beyond formal 
voting rights and lip service 
– it meant full equality in the 
economic and social spheres.

We can never forget 
the heroic resistance of the 
Soviet people against Nazi 
fascism and their central role 
in the victory of democratic 
and peace-loving people’s 
everywhere. While imperialist 
politicians in Britain, France 
and the United States 
attempted to direct fascist 
brutality towards an invasion 
of the Soviet Union, the USSR 

worked to create a broad 
anti-fascist front. When war 
came it was the Soviet Red 
Army which turned back the 
seemingly invincible Nazi 
invader at Moscow and most 
famously at Stalingrad.

Four fifths of the German 
army was defeated on the 
Eastern Front. Without the 
sacrifice made by tens of 
millions of Soviet citizens 
allied victory would have been 
impossible.

Following the war the 
Soviet peoples again set 
themselves to the task of 
rebuilding their war ravaged 
country. Along with the new 
People’s Democracies of the 
expanded socialist camp the 
Soviet Union again achieved 
record industrialisation and 
living standards for its peoples.

Throughout its existence 
and especially in the post war 
period the USSR played a 
unique role in securing peace 
and supporting revolutions 
and national liberation 
struggles across the globe. 
The revolutions in China, 
Cuba and Vietnam, to name 
but a few, would have been 
impossible without the 
material support of the Soviet 
Union. The national liberation 
and anti-colonial struggles in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America 
would have been all the more 
difficult without the ideological 
solidarity and backing of the 
USSR. 

Over seven decades 
the Soviet Union fought to 
maintain peace and restrain 
the naked aggression of the 
imperialist powers. It was only 
the existence of a powerful 
socialist camp centred around 
the USSR which prevented 
a nuclear armed Britain, the 
United States and their NATO 
allies from crushing every 
attempt at democratic and 
socialist revolution and ending 
colonial oppression.

The Russian Revolution 
had a fundamental effect on 
the political situation in Britain. 

Legendary Communist 
Party General Secretary Harry 
Pollitt described his thoughts 
on hearing news of the 
revolution:

“The workers have 
done it at last.” “It wouldn’t 
have mattered, where this 
revolution had taken place, 

The USSR 
played a 
unique role 
in securing 
peace and 
supporting 
revolutions 
and national 
liberation 
struggles
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Timbuctoo or Costa Rica. 
The thing that mattered was 
that lads like me had whacked 
the bosses and the landlords, 
had taken their factories, their 
lands and their banks.... That 
was enough for me. These 
were the lads and lasses I must 
support through thick and 
thin.”

Others were less 
enthusiastic. Cabinet Minister 
Winston Churchill announced 
his government’s intention 
to “strangle the Bolshevik 
baby in its cradle” through 
support to the rampaging 
White Armies and direct 
intervention. The British 
Empire was eager to maintain 
the bloodletting on the 
Eastern Front and determined 
to avoid the creation of a base 
for Socialism. In 2017 during 
Remembrance Sunday and 
the poppy appeal we have the 
First World War presented 
as a collective national 
struggle for freedom. Russian 
withdrawal from the war and 
the revolutions in Hungary 
and Germany brought home 
the class nature of the war 
to British workers and an 
increasing rejection of the 
exploiters war. Across Britain 
at various ports and railways 
stations troops mutinied and 
refused to board ships to 
Russia.

In the period between 
the wars the example of 
Soviet Union and stunning 
achievements of socialism 
there won thousands to the 

growing Communist Party. 
The Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union provided political 
and ideological leadership and 
support to communists in 
Britain and across the globe. 
The stunning victories of the 
Red Army in Second World 
War won thousands more to 
the cause of communism with 
the Party reaching over 60,000 
members by the end of the 
War. Afterwards it was the 
example of the Soviet Union 
and the fear of a revolution 
in Britain which forced our 
ruling class to grant the 
concessions of the welfare 
state. Without the example of 
the USSR and the struggle of 
the British labour movement 
council housing, the NHS 
and the nationalisation of key 
industries would have been 
impossible.

So, what is the relevance of 
the revolution today in 2017?

The October Revolution 
shows us that the youth will 
always play a leading role in 
revolutionary change. In the 
lead up to the Revolution 
well over two thirds of the 
Bolshevik Party were under 
the age of 30. It was young 
workers and soldiers who 
led the actions of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution 
and who volunteered in their 
hundreds of thousands for the 
Red Army to defend the young 
Soviet Republic. Following the 
Civil War it was the youth 
who led the construction of 
socialism – flocking to the 

new state factories, collective 
farms, technical colleges and 
universities. In the Second 
World War it was the youth 
of the Soviet Union who led 
the fight against Nazi Fascism, 
millions making the ultimate 
sacrifice to defend the socialist 
system.

Today the most enduring 
legacy of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution is as a 
demonstration to humanity 
of the power of working 
people. Prior to the revolution 
socialism was an idea. After the 
revolution working class state 
power, the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, was political fact. 

In its seven decade history 
the USSR was forced to 
overcome substantial internal 
and external challenges - the 
Civil War, World War Two and 
constant NATO aggression 
during the Cold War. None 
of this ever caused the Soviet 
Union to falter in its effort to 
build socialism and fight for 
peace. Undoubtedly mistakes 
were made in the full history 
of the USSR and these must 
be studied and understood 
so that they can be avoided 
by those advancing down the 
path to socialism in future. We 
see that many of these lessons 
have already been learned by 
the countries of the socialist 
camp today – Cuba, China, 
Vietnam.

The achievements of the 
Soviet Union were stunning. 
Never before had working 
people seized the levers of 
power and won for themselves 
such social, economic and 
political advances. The 
destruction of the USSR was 
not the result of the failure 
of socialism but by a failure 
of those in power to adhere 
to principles of Marxism 
and the October Revolution 
and through the pressure of 
imperialist powers. The results 
of the restoration of capitalism 
in Eastern Europe speak for 
themselves are one of the 
greatest tragedies of our era. 
The biggest peace time drop 
in living standards and life 
expectancy in modern history, 
the rehabilitation of fascist 
ideology and the seizure of 
political power by oligarchs 
are but a few symptoms of the 
reintroduction of the “Free 
Market”.

Since the destruction of 
the USSR, capitalist societies 
have continued to become 
more and more unequal and 
the nature of class society 
becomes more apparent. The 
imperialist powers have waged 
war with renewed vigour. 

But the world turns, 
history has not ended and 
the class struggle remains it’s 
the driving force. For the first 
time since the nineties socialist 
and communist forces are 
once again on the march and 
the momentum has shifted. 
Globally a new generation 
is flocking to the banner of 
communism. In this context 
we see the counterrevolution 
for was it is, a fleeting setback 
and a temporary reversal. 

Lenin wrote that:
“The Marxist doctrine 

is omnipotent because it is 
true. It is comprehensive and 
harmonious, and provides men 
with an integral world outlook 
irreconcilable with any form 
of superstition, reaction, 
or defence of bourgeois 
oppression.”

This was proven in 
October 1917 and it remains 
the case in two thousand 
and seventeen. This truth and 
the spirit of the Revolution 
is carried on in the hearts 
and minds of the oppressed 
peoples of the world. 

The Revolution proved 
the historical reality that it 
is possible to build a new, 
superior society, free from the 
exploitation of man by man, 
that system is socialism.

So in this, the centenary 
year of the Revolution, we 
say –

Socialism has existed, 
socialism e-xists and socialism 
will triumph!

Long live Lenin!

Long live the October 
Revolution!

Long live Communism!

Johnnie Hunter is 
Chair of the Young 
Communist League.
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The more than 20,000 
representatives of the 
19th World Festival of 

Youth and Students from more 
than 150 countries, who have 
gathered in Sochi, Russia, from 
the 14th to 22nd of October 
2017, under the slogan “For 
Peace, Solidarity and Social 
Justice, We struggle against 
imperialism – Honoring our 
past we build the future,” 
proclaim the following:

We greet the people of 
Russia, especially the youth 
and the popular strata for 
welcoming the 19th WFYS 
with enthusiasm, embracing 
the thousands of young people 
from all over the world who 
do not compromise with 
imperialism. We note the great 
historical struggles of the 
Russian people, its glorious 
revolutionary history, with its 
highest moment the Great 

October Socialist Revolution 
in 1917, exactly 100 years 
before, when it was proven 
that it is possible the building 
of a new, superior society, 
without exploitation of man by 
man, socialism.

We also highlight their 
heroic resistance along 
with the peoples of the 
world against nazi-fascism, 
a resistance that Soviet 
Union was at its forefront, a 

resistance for peace, justice 
and social progress. We have 
gathered here, in the country 
where during the II world war 
fascism suffered the greatest 
defeat in its history. Here, 
where the will of the people 
for freedom, together with 
the solidarity and support of 
all progressive, communist, 
anti-fascist and democratic 
forces on the planet, managed 
to crush the evil of Nazism-

President of the World Federation of Democratic Youth NICOLAS 
PAPADIMITRIOU delivered the following final declaration on 22 October 
2017 in Sochi, Russia to close the XIXth World Festival of Youth & Students
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fascism, which is born by the 
capitalist system.

We pay tribute to the 
sacrifice made by the millions 
of people, including many 
women and youth who gave 
their lives to put an end to 
the ruthless fascist bloody 
massacre of the peoples and 
especially of the people of 
Soviet Union who made the 
greatest sacrifice. Today, in 
the collective memory of the 
Russian people and youth have 
a strong anti-fascist sentiment, 
expressed in its rejection to 
the rehabilitation of fascism, 
and in the defense of Peace, 
against the menaces and 
interference promoted by 
imperialism. We have gathered 
here from all the corners 
of the world to hold the 
biggest youth anti-imperialist 
event which has been taking 
place over the last 70 years. 
We deeply appreciate the 
fact that the people of the 
hosting country and generally 
the peoples of the Soviet 
Union embraced the World 
Festival of Youth and Students, 
contributing to the success 
of the custom and shaping of 
their content, hosting it two 
times, on 1957 and on 1985.

The 19th World Festival 
of Youth and Students is a big 
international event, where the 
anti-imperialist, progressive 
and revolutionary youth has 
reassure once again that in 
the Festival there is no space 
for the reactionary, fascist and 
Zionist forces. We assume the 
compromise of highlighting 
the protagonist role of WFDY 
on safeguarding the anti-

fascist, anti-imperialist and 
anti-colonial character of the 
Festival Movement in favor 
of peace, solidarity and social 
justice.

Moreover, the 19th World 
Festival of Youth and Students 
is a tribute to all those and 
especially to the young people 
who gave even their own 
lives in the struggle against 
imperialism; that devoted their 
lives to the struggle for the 
ideals of freedom, democracy, 
national independence, 
people’s sovereignty, peace 
and social justice. In memory 
of all of these young people 
we honor in the 19th WFYS 
figures that have made a 
decisive contribution to these 
struggles, such as Ernesto 
Che Guevara, Fidel Castro, 
Mohamed Abdelaziz and 
Robert Gabriel Mugabe.

The road set out by the 
1st World Festival of Youth 
and Students in Prague in 
1947 charted the path for a 
glorious 70-year-old historical 
journey with the World 
Federation of Democratic 
Youth at the forefront. During 
this journey, the Festival 
has been established as the 
world’s biggest gathering of 
struggling youth and since then 
represents a key forum for the 
world youth anti-imperialist 
movement. For 70 years, the 
Festival has been a bastion of 
struggle against colonialism, 
dictatorships, fascism, war, 
occupation, aggressive 
interventions, attacks on the 
sovereignty of the peoples 
and their cause. It is a forum 
for the strengthening of young 

people’s struggles for the right 
to education, an education 
for all, for work with rights, 
health, sport and recreation; 
a forum for the termination 
of the exploitation of peoples, 
oppression and aggression, in 
order for the youth to live in 
a society that satisfies their 
contemporary needs

The World Festival of 
Youth and Students has always 
been a forum of participation, 
creativity, an exchange of 
experiences, political and 
cultural fermentation. It is 
all of these elements that 
highlight and strengthen the 
solidarity and friendship of the 
peoples. The seminars, lectures 
and workshops that take place 
can only strengthen young 
people’s struggles today.

Young people of the world,

Since the 18th WFYS 
which was held in Quito, 
Ecuador, in December 2013, 
what stands out is the further 
intensification of imperialist 
aggression in every corner 
of the globe on an economic, 
military, political and cultural 
level; an aggression stemming 
primarily from the increase 
in the competitions and 
contradictions of imperialists, 
of the ruling classes in 
different countries, for the 
control of energy sources and 
the need for the monopolies 
to re-divide the markets 
and the borders. These 
competitions are leading to an 
unprecedented militarization 
of the planet, triggering 
hotbeds of military tensions 

We reject anti-
communism 
and we 
continue to 
defend, as WFYS 
has always 
done, the right 
of every people 
to choose 
the way of 
development 
that it has 
decided, to 
struggle to take 
the power in its 
own hands
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and spreading death, provoking 
the uprooting of people as 
refugees, poverty and misery. 
At the same time, the danger 
of a nuclear disaster still 
persists and is aggravated 
by the increasing militarism 
promoted by the USA and its 
allies, that aim to assure its 
global hegemony.

The imperialists, having as 
a goal the increase of their 
profits and their influence, do 
not hesitate before any crime. 
The respect for the territorial 
integrity, independence and 
sovereignty of states is being 
violated together with the 
respect for human rights, as 
the “justice” of the mighty 
is being imposed by every 
means. The arbitrariness 
demonstrated towards 
international law and the 
principles of the UN Charter 
and its sidelining is on the 
agenda of NATO, the US the 
EU and their allies in an effort 
to safeguard their hegemony 
against other powers.

The peoples of the 
Middle East are increasingly 
experiencing the 
consequences of war amid 
with Syria at the focal point, 
and with the continuation of 
the promotion of religious and 
sectarian conflicts to serve 
the agenda of redefinition 
of borders and control of 
resources, along with the 
Zionist occupation mainly in 
Palestine. The militarization 
of the European Union 
continues with NATO making 
its presence increasingly 
permanent, as it was shown by 
the Resolutions of its Summit, 

that took place in Warsaw 
during the summer of 2016. 
Also the EU, submerged in a 
deep crisis, continues showing 
its imperialist nature, as seen 
in its role in the aggression 
against many countries and 
its peoples, along with the 
approach of imposing harsh 
measures with the support of 
its governments against the 
peoples. The attacks on the 
peoples of Latin America are 
intensifying with the imperialist 
interventions, with blockades, 
and with the ongoing efforts 
to ferment disturbances and 
destabilization. The peoples of 
African countries, many years 
after the dissolution of the 
colonies are still under neo-
colonial shackles and suffering 
from exploitation, poverty, 
marginalization, and ethnic, 
racial and religious conflicts, 
along with colonialism and the 
attempts to attack the right 
of the peoples to sovereignty 
and national independence 
as in Western Sahara the last 
colony of Africa, and also as 
in other countries of Africa. 
In Asia Pacific, the peoples 
are facing even more severely 
the nuclear threat, increasing 
militarism and the exploitation 
of the multinational companies.

A characteristic feature of 
imperialism today, as a system 
in which the monopolies 
dominate, is the promotion 
of its reactionary policy at 
all level. Even in countries 
that are not on a war footing, 
the attack is being waged by 
economical ideological and 
political means. The cultivation 
of nationalism-chauvinism, 

racism and xenophobia and 
the attempt to manipulate 
public opinion are just a 
few examples. The support, 
tolerance and coengagement 
with reactionary, fascist and 
ultra-right forces remain a key 
weapon of imperialism aiming 
at weakening, suppressing 
and silencing the reaction of 
the peoples. It is within this 
context, that laws for the 
surveillance of citizens and 
prohibition of mass meetings 
are being implemented. At the 
same time, anticommunism is 
increasingly being cultivated 
with the EU at the forefront 
in the ignorant of history 
equation of communism with 
fascism.

It is in this context that 
the 19th WFYS addresses 
the youth of the world, to 
reinforce the youth, workers 
and peoples struggles in each 
country for their rights, as 
the concrete expression of 
the anti-imperialist movement 
on a local and international 
level; to enhance the youth 
struggles for the rupture 
with imperialism’s plans; to 
join forces with the peace 
movements of their countries 
against the imperialist wars 
and occupations, in favor of 
peace and global disarmament. 
We advocate the necessity of 
organized struggle against any 
reactionary and fascist force. 
We reject anti-communism 
and we continue to defend, 
as WFYS has always done, 
the right of every people 
to choose the way of 
development that it has 
decided, to struggle to take 

the power in its own hands, 
and put forth the position for 
the struggle against NATO 
and every oppressive military 
organization, and we defend 
the right of the peoples to 
demand the disengagement of 
their countries from NATO 
with the goal of

the dissolution of NATO. 
We express our support and 
solidarity with the peoples, 
who are victims of imperialism, 
facing the danger of a nuclear 
war and sanctions, especially 
after the open threats 
expressed by the head of the 
USA against the people of 
DPRK. We also support those 
who are struggling against 
the wars, crises, exploitation, 
unemployment, poverty, and 
their cause, for freedom, 
peace, popular sovereignty and 
independence.

Young people,

The capitalist economic 
crisis has not only led to 
imperialism’s aggressiveness, 
but also to the widening of 
social inequalities, leading 
to a sharp growth in 
poverty and destitution. The 
richest 1% of the world’s 
population owns more than 
50% of the total wealth. In 
the name of development 
and competitiveness, 
vicious measures are 
being institutionalized and 
imposed against young 
people and workers with 
tragic consequences, a 
just development in an 
unjust world cannot exist. 
Unemployment has become a 
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permanent burden for millions 
of young people, while for 
others, job insecurity and 
precariousness is an enduring 
feature. Social and labour 
rights are being abolished. 
Women, children, migrants and 
many other social groups are 
still experiencing conditions 
of slavery in several countries. 
Health, education and culture 
are being commercialized at a 
rapid pace and from a people 
right are becoming a privilege 
for the few. The content of 
education is far from providing 
an all-round knowledge and 
critical thought and ends up 
being tied to the needs of 
the market and capital. The 
environment is being sacrificed 
for the sake of profit. The 
anti-popular policies being 
implemented and pursued 
are crushing the workers’ – 
peoples’ needs and are being 
promoted for maximizing the 
profitability of the few and 
privileged capitalists.

Against the barbarism of 
imperialism, the 19th WFYS 
calls on the young people of 
the world not to compromise 
with the current unjust and 
exploitative system. In every 
corner of the world, young 
people should resist, struggle 
and assert. We are with the 
student and the workers 
movement. We support their 
struggles at every school, 
university and workplace. 
We salute the struggles of 
young workers for dignified 
work with rights, the millions 
of high school and university 
students fighting for public, 
free and democratic education 
for all, the mobilizations of the 
youth, which is active in the 
struggles and reacting to the 
growing aggression against its 
rights. We firmly believe that 
the 19th WFYS contribute 
to these struggles. Together 
with the working people, we 
safeguard our rights and fight 
for new gains.

The 19th WFYS coincides 
with the very important 
anniversary for the peoples, 
the anti-imperialist movement, 
and the festival movement 
itself: the 100th anniversary of 
the Great October Socialist 
Revolution. The event that 
has changed the course of 
history and to date projects 
brightly and keeps the visions 

of tens of millions of people 
alive across the world, who 
is struggling against injustice, 
exploitation and oppression. 
The October Revolution has 
contributed decisively to the 
development of the labor, the 
anti-fascist, anti-colonial and 
antiimperialist movement. It 
has offered infinitely more to 
the evolution of society to 
move forward, to the workers 
and the peoples and, above all 
to Humanity. In addition to the 
decisive victory against nazi-
Fascism and saving humanity 
from the most inhumane 
regime, the Soviet Union 
made a huge contribution to 
the collapse of the unfree and 
oppressive colonial system, 
giving many peoples an 
impetus to gain their freedom 
and independence.

We join our voices with 
the people of Russia to 
commemorate the revolution 
of Great October 1917. A 
landmark year for the entire 
history of humanity. The 
years that followed the Great 
October Socialist Revolution 
are solid proof that the 
peoples have the strength not 
only to defeat imperialism but 
to take power in their hands.

Young people,

Our unwavering faith in 
the just cause of our struggle 
stems from the understanding 
of imperialism as a system 
based on the exploitation of 
the peoples and the aggression 
that they face by the powerful 
interests of the monopolies. 
We unite our voices and 
strengthen our common 
struggle to overthrow 
imperialism. We support 
the democratic right of the 
peoples to choose their own 
path of development against 
imperialist forces and their 
threats.

Our prosperity and 
happiness cannot be 
attained in the system that 
generates wars, poverty, 
exploitation, unemployment, 
the destruction of the 
environment, and racial, gender 
and any kind of discrimination.

These struggles, of course, 
can’t just assume a critical, 
but also have a constructive 
character. They should be 
struggles that will build a new 
situation on the whole planet. 

A situation that will provide 
the essentials for the survival 
of all people on our earth; 
that will put an end to the 
exploitation and aggression, 
to destruction of nature and 
humanity; that will exploit the 
achievements of science and 
technology for the benefit 
of humanity and not for the 
interests of the privileged 
few; that will shape the 
preconditions for the world 
of peace, equality, solidarity, 
friendship and social justice 
and progress, where the 
wealth created by the labor 
of the peoples will be used by 
the peoples themselves for 
their needs. 100 years after 
the October Revolution, the 
struggle against imperialism 
remains timely and necessary.

We reaffirm our 
commitment to the 
international cooperation 
of the anti-imperialist 
movement until the final 
victory. We strengthen our 
ties with World Federation of 
Democratic Youth (WFDY), 
World Federation of Trade 
Unions (WFTU), World Peace 
Council (WPC) and Women’s 
International Democratic 
Federation (WIDF). We march 
forward with the ideals of 
the WFYS, the young people 
of the world together with 
the WFYS and through the 
19th WFYS will join hands to 
become the builders of the 
world of peace and solidarity; 
a world free from imperialism, 
of this global system of the 
domination of capital and the 
monopolies, where although it 
may seem all-powerful, it is not 
invincible!

“For Peace, Solidarity and 
Social Justice, We struggle 
against imperialism – Honoring 
our past we build the future!”

Long live the 19th WFYS!

Long live the friendship of the 
peoples!

Long live the WORLD anti-
imperialist movement!

Nicolas Papadimitriou 
is President of the 
World Federation of 
Democratic Youth.

100 years 
after the 
October 
Revolution, 
the struggle 
against 
imperialism 
remains 
timely and 
necessary
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Comrades, so much 
has already been said 
tonight about the 

achievements of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution 
with which we already agree, 
so I will remain brief.

The Young Communist 
League brings revolutionary 
greetings from Britain on this, 
the 100th anniversary of the 
October Revolution.

We in Britain look back to 
a time when British soldiers 
mutinied and refused to 
board ships to Russia when 
the British government 

attempted to, in the words of 
Winston Churchill, strangle 
the bolshevik baby in its 
cradle. The Revolution was a 
process that opened the road 
to so many achievements 
for the Soviet peoples which 
resulted from the overthrow 
of the bourgeoisie in Russia. 
Internationally the Revolution 
lead to the defeat of Nazi 
Germany, gave crucial support 
to the fledgling socialist Cuba, 
countless liberation struggles 
and the war against apartheid.

Here at the World Festival 
of Youth and Students we 
see just how far the nations 

of the former Soviet Union 
have fallen from their great 
past. In Ukraine we see 
the rise and prominence 
of fascist organisations and 
anti communism, here in 
the Russian Federation the 
organising authorities have 
attempted to include some of 
the most unsavoury elements 
in the Festival. From this it is 
evident just how much work 
the Communist Youth of the 
World Federation have to do 
to maintain the character of 
the Festival and to create the 
kind of society we want to see.

There is a long way to go 

but we have the lessons and 
inspirations of the Revolution 
to draw on. Here’s to the 
future revolutions and to 
movement that we will grow 
and take on the road to 
socialism.

Sochi, Russian Federation

18 October 2017

Owain Holland is 
General Secretary of 
the Young Communist 
League.

World Communist Youth 
meet in  Sochi to Pay Tribute 
to the Great October 
Socialist Revolution

On 18 October 2017, YCL General Secretary OWAIN HOLLAND 
addressed a packed meeting of 36 International Communist Youth 
Organisations at the XIXth World Festival of Youth and Students 
celebrating the achievements of the Great October Socialist Revolution
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We continue on the road 
of Red October – We 
strengthen our struggle for 

Socialism

We, 36 Communist Youth 
Organisations from every corner of 
the Earth, on the occasion of our 
participation in the 19th World Festival 
of Youth and Students, we held in 
Russia on the 18/10/2017, a common 
activity dedicated to the 100 years 
of the October Revolution and we 
declare the following:

We collectively honour the 
100 years from the Great October 
Socialist Revolution! We honour the 
outstanding world-historical event 
of the 20th century that proved 
that capitalism is not perpetual and 
invincible, proved that the peoples 
with their struggle can overthrow 
capitalism and construct a superior 
society, socialism.

We honour the event that proved 
that all the great problems that 
the young people are facing in the 

capitalist world, such as imperialist 
wars, occupation, refugee waves and 
forced immigration, capitalist crisis, 
exploitation, unemployment, shattered 
rights in work, discrimination against 
women, education, in culture and 
sports, can be resolved with the 
seizure of power by the working class, 
with the revolutionary overthrow 
of capitalism. In the countries where 
socialism was built, the youth had 
important achievements that even 
today they seem a distant dream for 
the youth of our countries such as 
the access to all levels of education, 
granted and stable work, sports and 
culture.

The Great Red October 
Revolution found a poor country and 
changed it into a global power at the 
side of all the peoples that challenged 
the imperialism and defeated the 
nazi–fascism. It was an inspiration for 
peoples of all around the world to 
fight for their emancipation.

The overthrow of socialism, the 
dissolution of the USSR and the 

restoration of capitalism in Russia and 
other socialist countries do not scare 
us. We decisively declare that the 21st 
century will be the century of new 
socialist revolutions.

The ice has been broken and the 
road has opened, exactly 100 years 
ago! Now this road is ahead of us! Let 
us take it until the great, final victory 
of socialism-communism.

We continue on the way of Red 
October. We strengthen our common 
struggle.

Proletarians of all lands, unite!

1. Federation of Communist Youth – 
Argentina
2. Communist Youth of Austria
3. Bangladesh Youth Union
4. Bangladesh Students Union
5. Communist Youth Union – Brazil
6. Young Communist League of Canada
7. Colombian Communist Youth
8. Young Socialists of Croatia
9. United Democratic Youth 
Organization (EDON) – Cyprus
10. Communist Youth Union – Czech 
Republic
11. Communist Youth of Ecuador
12. Socialist German Workers Youth
13. Young Communist League of 
Britain
14. Communist Youth of Greece

15. Communist Youth of Guatemala
16. All India Youth Federation
17. Democratic Youth Federation of 
India
18. Young Communist League of Israel
19. Front of Communist Youth – Italy
20. Jordanian Democratic Youth Union 
– UJDY
21. Federation of Young Communists 
– Mexico
22. Democratic Students Federation 
of Pakistan
23. Revolutionary Communist Youth 
League (Bolsheviks) – Russia
24. Leninist Communist Youth Union 
of Russian Federation
25. Young Communist League of 
Yugoslavia – Serbia

26. Communist Youth Union of Spain
27. Collectives of Young Communists 
– Spain
28. Socialist Youth Union – Sri Lanka
29. Socialist Students Union – Sri 
Lanka
30. Revolutionary Communist Youth – 
Sweden
31. Communist Youth of Switzerland
32. Syrian Communist Youth Union – 
Khaled Bakdash Youth
33. Communist Youth of Turkey
34. Leninist Communist Youth Union 
of Ukraine
35. League of Young Communists USA
36. Communist Youth of Venezuela

Signatories

Press Release of the common meeting of 36 Communist Youth 
Organisations at the XIXth World Festival of Youth and Students, 
Sochi, Russia dedicated to the Centenary of the October Socialist 
Revolution
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SCIENCE & THE ENVIRONMENT

The development 
of science should 
benefit the whole of 
humanity. By reducing 

working hours increasing 
living standards and lifting 
the position of the whole 
of the human race. Instead, 
under capitalism, technology 
is used to increase the rate 
of exploitation and profit - to 
throw thousands of workers 
on the scrap heap.

This is of course the 
centenary year of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution 
and we are in Russia to 
celebrate the 19th World 
Festival. In this context it is 
natural for us to consider 
the experiences of the 
Soviet people in this sphere. 

In sharp contrast to the 
nature and result of scientific 
development in the capitalist 
camp, in the USSR science 
was used for the benefit of 
the entire Soviet people and 
indeed, the whole of humanity.

By ensuring universal and 
free education at all levels 
and by eradicating illiteracy, 
the young Soviet Union 
was able to carry forward a 
technological and scientific 
revolution the likes of which 
had never been seen in human 
history. It was this scientific 
and economic advance which 
made possible all the stunning 
gain and achievements of the 
USSR, as well as the defeat of 
Nazi fascism.

In Britain and globally, 

capitalism and the control 
of the monopolies are 
contributing towards a stifling 
and stagnation of productive 
scientific and economic 
development. Monopolies 
prevent the introduction of 
new technologies where this 
would act to reduce the rate 
of profit by increasing the 
rate of production. Capitalist 
enterprises would prefer to 
continue production using 
outdated technologies in order 
to maintain their rate of profit 
and control of the market.

In this way, monopolies 
hold back the development 
of the productive forces of 
society. This can be labelled 
as nothing short of criminal 
when in Britain millions want 

Capitalism, Scientific 
Development and 
the Environment

Chair of the Young Communist League JOHNNIE HUNTER was invited 
to speak on the development of science and the consequences for 
society and the environment during the XIXth World Festival of Youth 
and Students on 20 October 2017 in Soch, Russia.

capitalism and 
the monopolies 
are contributing 
towards a 
stifling and 
stagnation of 
productive 
scientific and 
economic 
development
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for homes and the basic 
necessities of life, when in the 
third world millions die of 
hunger and malnutrition and 
fail to eke out even a basic 
subsistence. 

At the same time this 
also serves to hold back the 
advance of human knowledge 
and discovery. As Communists 
we say that only under 
socialism, after the power 
of the monopolies has been 
broken, can we fully utilise 
science in the interests of all 
humanity. We consider that 
under socialism Britain could 
undergo a second industrial 
revolution and rebuild our 
economy shattered by 
decades of privatisation, under 
investment and neglect.

The World Federation 
of Democratic Youth brings 
together the progressive 
and antiimperialist youth of 
the planet and therefore it is 
important for us to consider 
the relationship between 
scientific development and 
imperialism in the twenty-
first century. As Communists 
we recognise that scientific 
development is being used as 
an essential tool in the super 
exploitation of oppressed and 
underdeveloped nations.

The large monopolies in 
Britain, the European Union 
and the United States patent 
and own the vast majority 
of productive technologies 
in the world today. The 
monopolies of these countries 
use this ownership and the 
operation of intellectual 
property law to maintain 
control. The use of these 
technologies in developing 
countries under the direction 
of western monopolies makes 
exploited nations ultimately 
dependent on the whims and 
manipulation of transnational 
companies and unable to 
develop their own economies 
independently.

As Communists we say 
that all science and knowledge 
is the common property of all 
humanity and should be used 
for the advancement of all 
humankind.

Considering more briefly 
the second aspect of our 
discussion – the impact of 
economic development on the 
environment. Under capitalism 
there is a contradiction 

between scientific and 
economic development and 
protecting our planet and the 
environment.

The stagnation of scientific 
development and productive 
expansion also severely 
impacts our environment. In 
order to avoid investment and 
to maintain current markets 
and rates of profit, the energy 
industry continues to rely on 
dated polluting technology and 
methods production rather 
than progressing to renewable 
energy. In the field of transport 
too we continue to rely on 
fossil fuels despite the fact 
that clean carbon technology 
exists. Why? Only to maintain 
the markets of the massive 
monopolies – Saudi Aramco, 
Exxon Mobil, Shell, BP and 
Gazprom to name but a few.

Since the beginning 
of the capitalist mode of 
production, destruction 
of the environment, the 
extinction of species and the 
exhaustion of raw materials 
have characterised economic 
development.

It is true that socialist 
countries have made mistakes 
in the past in pursuit of 
economic expansion. But 
crucially these mistakes have 
been noted and understood 
and the lessons incorporated 

into the international 
understanding of how to 
advance down the path to 
socialism. Socialist Cuba 
for instance is the UN 
recognised world leader 
in sustainable economic 
development. Under socialism 
the contradiction between 
economic development and 
environmental protection 
can and in some cases has 
been done away with. Under 
capitalism this is impossible.

The reality comrades, 
is that capitalism could 
irrevocably poison our planet 
and wipe out the human race. 
Whether by global warming 
and pollution or by nuclear 
war this threat is all too real. 
Only socialism can save the 
world.

Johnnie Hunter is 
Chair of the Young 
Communist League.

Socialist Cuba 
for instance 
is the UN 
recognised 
world leader 
in sustainable 
economic 
development
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First a caveat. My filmgoing 
is in Europe so there 
are some fluctuations 

in openings between the 
American and European 
markets. So Moonlight, for 
example, last year’s Oscar 
winner, is on my list for this 
year. More important though 
is that this list often functions 
as an advocate, urging that 
films which have not reached 
the U.S. market, like Raoul 
Peck’s Young Karl Marx, get 
an opening. The list is also 
an advocate for powerful 
films that are dumped with 
little fanfare on the American 
market and get lost amid the 
steam of American indies 
and foreign films which are 
released each week and are 
barely reviewed compared to 
Hollywood fare. Worth noting 
also is that three of the top 
20 films opened on Netflix 
rather than in cinemas, making 
the streaming service a major 
site of global distribution, now 
rivalling the major studios.

Top Ten Films

The Shape of Water – 
Guillermo del Toro’s dark fable 
and leading Oscar contender 
set in the bowels of the 
Cold War, in a dank secret 
laboratory. It’s also a stunning 
cross-species love story with 
brilliant performances that 
begin with Sally Hawkins mute 
cleaner, who assembles a band 
of misfits to challenge the 
military-industrial machine. It 
harks back in Del Toro’s work 
beyond Pan’s Labyrinth to his 
earlier even more politicized 
Francoist children’s tale The 
Devil’s Backbone with a 
musical number with hard-won 
quality which exposes the pure 

fluff of last year’s La La Land.    
A Ciambra – Martin 

Scorsese executive-produced 
this coming of age Roma 
story set in the impoverished 
Calabria region of Southern 
Italy, and which is that 
country’s Oscar entry for Best 
Foreign Film. This is a bitter 
tale of the multiple betrayals 
necessary for the boy to attain 
manhood in poverty. Critical 
not only of Western treatment 
of immigrant communities, but 
also of the hierarchical system 
of ethnicities pitted against 
each other that now marks 
life in the West. A companion 
to Scorsese’s own earlier films 
on a similar topic - Who’s That 
Knocking at My Door and 
Mean Streets.  

This is Congo – The year’s 
best documentary not only 
recapitulates in stunning 
detail the colonial and 
continuing history of the 
West’s devastation of the 
country in order to continue 
to have access to its mineral 
wealth, but also traces the 
individual devastation in its 
following of a Congolese hero 
who opposes the mercenary 
breakdown of the country but 
finally succumbs himself to 
government collusion in this 
giveaway. A stunning effort by 
filmmaker Daniel McCabe who 
has taken the time to know 
intimately the country, the 
region, and his lead character.

Angels Wear White – 
Vivian Qu, producer of the 
Chinese masterpiece Black 
Coal, Thin Ice is director 
of this seaside story of the 
layers of corruption which 
allow a government official 
to remain unprosecuted for 
underage assault. Qu details 
lovingly both the ingrained 

opportunistic buying off 
of witnesses and the slow 
decision of the lead worker 
to come forward, followed by 
a masterful shot of her having 
to leave her job trailing the 
oversized statute of Marilyn 
Monroe, a Hollywood icon 
whose symbolic imprisonment 
within a male system mirrors 
the girl’s own. Superb and 
unrelenting exposure of the 
compromises that are de 
rigeur in a society where too 
often human relations are 
ruled by money.    

Western – Seen at the 
New York Film Festival and 
still to open in the U.S., 
this German film by Valeska 
Grisebach, produced by the 
director of the similar-themed 
Toni Erdman but better and 
tougher than that film, is set in 
rural Bulgaria and details the 
prejudices of a West German 
construction crew against 
their Eastern neighbours. A 
former mercenary challenges 
their assumptions but shows 
himself to be consumed 
as well by the supposedly 
superior technological gaze 
of the West, a gaze which is 
exposed as not all-knowing 
but rather all-exploiting.

 Okja – Netflix financed 
Boon Joon-ho’s charming, 
touching fractured fairy tale 
about the viciousness of the 
meat industry as a young 
Korean girl falls hard for the 
giant genetically engineered pig 
a corporation has deposited 
with her family. Stirring action 
scenes from Boon Joon-ho, 
for my mind now the world’s 
best director, after Memories 
of Murder, The Host and 
Snowpiercer. And a double 
performance from Tilda 
Swinton as alternately the 

smiling and then the malicious 
face of corporate slaughter, 
commanding the butchering of 
masses of Okjas, a death scene 
that goes on every day in the 
world’s abattoirs.

Loveless – Russian director 
Andrey Zvyagintsev’s follow-
up to Leviathan is in its 
own quiet way even more 
bleak than the previous film, 
only here the subject is not 
post-Soviet breakdown but 
instead the consumer society, 
triumphing in the evacuation 
of the state and its more quiet 
devastation of the psyche’s 
of the divorcing couple who 
are so busy with their gadgets 
and positioning themselves 
for promotions that they have 
utterly neglected their son. 
The cold, cruel Russian winter 
here functions as a metaphor 
for the chilling of humanity in 
the wake of the penetration of 
global capitalism. Devastatingly 
sombre but accurate critique.

Patti Cake$ – The year’s 
best American indie is a 
working class, multi-ethnic 
La La Land, what that film 
promised in its opening 
but then abandoned, here 
fulfilled in a Jersey story 
of an overweight rapper in 
love with the music. The film 
acknowledges multi-levels of 
prejudice within the industry, 
but in its own way reinvents 
the purity and emancipatory 
potential of a music that 
has been too long simply 
bought and sold. The triumph 
comes through a cross-racial 
working-class pairing that 
in its honesty is as unusual 
in American film as it is in 
American society.    

Get Out – This horror 
film about the depth of racial 
prejudice in the United States 

Top ten films, ten noble 
efforts and five turkeys 
for Christmas 2017
DENNIS BROE reviews his top ten films, ten noble efforts and a few duds 
from 2017. This article first appeared on Culture Matters
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manages to hit all the points 
of the genre, while injecting 
humor into the situation and 
remaining unflinching in its 
depiction of the deep-seated 
fears and hate at the heart 
of supposed enlightened 
American upper middle class. 
Jordan Peele’s directorial 
debut about a mixed race 
couple is a true Guess Who’s 
Coming to Dinner in the age 
of Trump, where the veneer 
of liberal hypocrisy has been 
replaced by rage. Excellent 
genre filmmaking and then so 
much more, proving as did 
last year’s Last Train to Busan 
that the horror film may be 
the modern genre vehicle 
par excellence for expressing 
the terror and misery of late 
capitalism.

Young Karl Marx – Raoul 
Peck has here constructed 
a Marx for our times. He 
disdains the usual biopic 
formula of emphasizing 
the most overtly dramatic 
moments which might have 
culminated in the young 
Marx’s participation in the 
European revolutions of 
1848 and instead quietly 
details how Marx and Engels 
began to break with more 
traditional staid socialisms, 
which would become the 
utterly sold out socialism of 
today, to conceive instead of 
international working class 
revolt culminating in their 
Communist Manifesto. What 
Peck has created here is a 
politically engaged intellectual 
bio-pic projected across 
Europe, encompassing in its 
language French, German 
and English, a stunning 
advancement for the genre. 

Ten Noble efforts

Cairo Confidential – This 
Egyptian noir, released in the 
U.S. as the more obliquely 
titled The Nile Hilton Incident, 
details its reluctant cop 
hero uncovering layers of 
wrongdoing in the Mubarak 
government on the eve of the 
Arab Spring, corruption that 
is now even more widespread 

under the new dictatorship, 
supported again by the U.S. of 
course.

Wind River – Taylor 
Sheridan’s Hell and High 
Water was a caper film about 
dispossession in the Texas 
Panhandle, and he is back 
again this year with this even 
more focused tale of murder 
on an Indian reservation that 
in its way predicted energy 
company mistreatment of the 
protestors at Standing Rock.

Mudbound/Moonlight – 
Both were excellent historical 
recountings of African-
American experience. The 
first, picked up by Netflix after 
being boycotted by the major 
studios at Sundance. It’s set 
in Mississippi in the 1940s, 
and is astounding in its quiet 
depiction of sharecropping 
exploitation. The second 
describes three generations 
in drug-addled Miami ,as the 
neighbourhood collapses 
under the weight of this 
penetration, and as its lead 
character both confronts his 
gayness and survives in the 
only economy left to him. 
A more socially penetrating 
Brokeback Mountain and 
that most unusual rarity, a 
deserving Oscar winner.  

Sweet Country - Warwick 
Thornton’s aboriginal 
Australian 1920s Western, 
detailing the utter disdain of 
the settler population for the 
country’s indigenous peoples. 
It manages at the same time 
to portray the way that 
population attempts to if not 
fight back at least preserve its 
dignity, while proving itself far 
more caring than its exploiters, 
as the aboriginal fugitive saves 
the life of Brian Brown’s 
parched sheriff.

The Villainess – South 
Korean derring-do, as a female 
assassin wrecks a rival gang in 
the opening, is domesticated 
by Korean intelligence only 
to be betrayed by it, and then 
wreaks her revenge on both 
the state and the gangs and 
smiles wickedly at the end as 
she is taken. B-filmmaking at 
its finest.

Taxi Sofia – Bulgarian film, 
otherwise titled Directions or 
Posoki. Multiple stories of taxi 
drivers, including the opening 
of one pushed too far by the 
banks, recount the devastation 
wrecked by the unleashing 
of a pernicious and greedy 
capitalism in that country. 
Tarantino-esque in its rapid 
outbreaks of violence, but with 
more of a social conscience.

Our Time Will Come - Ann 
Hui’s depiction of the gradual 
coming of political age of the 
Hong Kong resistance to the 
Japanese during World War II, 
and in particular of a school 
teacher who surpasses her 
male guides. It has echoes 
of Jean Pierre Melville’s 
Army of Shadows about 
French wartime resistance, 
but outdoes that film in its 
more unbridled validation 
of the potential of a political 
awakening.

Ex Libris – Frederic 
Wiseman returns in the best 
anti-Trump film of the year. 
It details, in these times of 
massive defunding of the state, 
the value of the New York 
Public Library in reaching not 
only minority populations but 
also standing as an educational 
bulwark against the rapid 
commercialization of all forms 
of learning for the city’s entire 
population.

Marlina the Murderer in 
Four Acts – This Indonesian 
ghost-story, shoot-em-up, 
martial arts tale by Mouly 
Surya about a woman’s being 
set upon by bandits and her 
subsequent learning to protect 
herself and taking her revenge, 
taps rich sources of that 
country’s folklore. This film is 
an announcement of a major 
director on the global scene.    

What the Health – Netflix 
documentary on the damage 
wrought by the animal food 
industry, which downplays the 
harmful effects of sugar but 
makes a major contribution 
in its examination of the 
continuing damage done to 
the planet’s health and to 
individuals by the accelerating 
slaughter of beef and other 

animals. Wonderful example of 
advocacy filmmaking.

Five Turkeys for Christmas

Ismael’s Ghost – The years’ 
most pretentious piece of fluff 
from French director Arnaud 
Desplichin, a misogynist fable 
posing as a complex look at 
the creative process.

Private Life of a Modern 
Woman –James Toback’s 
validation of the supposed 
journey of an upper middle-
class Hollywood actress 
toward enlightenment seems 
to instead just wallow in self-
pity and privilege.

Jim and Andy – Worst 
documentary of the year, 
exposing unwittingly the 
shallowness and opportunism 
of Jim Carey, who attempts 
to claw back his career by 
supposedly exposing hidden 
footage of him playing Andy 
Kaufman on the set of the 
Kaufman bio pic Man on the 
Moon. A disgraceful defacing of 
Kaufman’s legacy. 

Au Revoir Le Haut or See You 
Up There –- World War 1 fable 
that is the opposite of The 
Shape of Water. It’s a regressive 
tale that after a promising 
start ends up first dissolving 
the destruction of the war 
in a 1920s flapper haze and 
thenultimately validating it, as 
the industrialist who pushed 
the war is revealed to have a 
heart of gold.

Mother – “Torture 
the woman” Hitchcock 
commanded, and Daren 
Aronovsky follows that dictum 
by heaping abuse on Jennifer 
Lawrence in a haunted house 
tale that is supposedly about 
the creative process of her 
writer-husband, Javier Badem. 
It’s really just an excuse for 
sadistic nonsensical escapades 
which one New York critic 
claimed was actually a comedy. 
You can lose your license for 
judgments like that.

For more articles 
go online to www.
culturematters.org.uk
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Back 2 Basics
Part fifteen: 
Reformism

“The history of all 
hitherto existing 
society is the history 

of class struggles.  Further, it 
follows that every class which 
is struggling for mastery, even 
when its domination, as is 
the case with the proletariat, 
postulates the abolition of 
the old form of society in its 
entirety and of domination 
itself, must first conquer for 
itself political power in order 
to represent its interest in 
turn as the general interest, 
which in the first moment it is 
forced to do.” (The German 
Ideology, M&E).      

What Marx and Engels 
are describing here is the 
process of revolution, whereby 
one class seizes political 
power from the ruling class, 
fundamentally changing the 
structure of society to reflect 
the new, developing relations 
of production.  This, in time, 
will be the role of the working 
class, whose position within 
capitalist society gives it 
both the necessity and the 
means to take political power.  
Necessity because the very 
nature of production under 
capitalism keeps the worker in 
a subordinate position; means 
because capitalism relies upon 
the worker to create value 
and thereby keep the entire 
system functioning.      

However, there are many 
in the labour movement 
who would argue that this 
is not the only way to deal 
with capitalism.  Some 
call for changes to make 
capitalism more palatable, 
curbing its worst effects 
whilst maintaining the system 
of exploitation itself, whilst 

others believe that such 
changes will themselves lead 
towards socialism by a more 
gradual but less destructive 
route than revolution.  Both 
of these positions constitute 
forms of what may be called 
reformism.      

The first position is clearly 
self-defeating.  Capitalism, 
by its very nature, needs to 
expand, drawing more and 
more workers into production 
and at the same time 
worsening their wages and 
conditions in order to stabilise 
rates of profit.  In the end, 
reforms offered by capitalism 
can only be temporary and are 
often achieved at the expense 
of other sections of workers.  
This is not an argument against 
fighting for reforms but these 
cannot be seen as the end 
goal of the working class 
movement.

Rosa Luxemburg tackled 
this precise question in her 
book Reform or Revolution 
where she asked, “Can the 
social democracy be against 
reforms?  Can we counterpose 
the social revolution, the 
transformation of the existing 
order, our final goal, to social 
reforms?  Certainly not.  The 
daily struggle for reforms, 
for the amelioration of the 
condition of the workers 
within the framework of the 
existing social order, and for 
democratic institutions, offers 
to the social democracy the 
only means of engaging in 
the proletarian class war and 
working in the direction of 
the final goal – the conquest 
of political power and the 
suppression of wage labour.  
Between social reforms and 

revolution there exists for 
the social democracy an 
indissoluble tie.  The struggle 
for reforms is its means; the 
social revolution, its aim.”      

However, Luxemburg was 
equally clear that this aim 
wouldn’t be achieved simply 
by passing progressively 
more legislation and enacting 
progressively more reforms 
until one day the working 
class was freed from wage 
slavery.  Indeed, she argued 
that to take this position was, 
in effect, to fall into the trap 
of supporting the bourgeoisie.  
This is because the state under 
capitalism, whilst it is a site 
of struggle, is also dominated 
by the ruling class.  It exists 
to manage the affairs of the 
bourgeoisie.  Therefore, whilst 
it may at times pass legislation 
which improves the situation 
of the working class, this only 
occurs when it is necessary 
in order to prolong the rule 
of capital.  The capitalist state 
can never pass legislation 
which would, in and of itself, 
undermine the system and end 
wage exploitation.  This can 
only be achieved through the 
militant action of the working 
class – revolution.      

The other point she makes 

is equally important, though.  
Just because the aim of 
Marxists is socialist revolution, 
the seizure of political power 
by the working class, this 
does not mean that we reject 
struggle for reforms.  This 
struggle is doubly important.  
On thefirst hand, reforms can 
empower the working class 
by giving it new weapons with 
which to fight and improving 
the overall situation of the 
class, for example legislation 
on working hours, protection 
of the right to strike.  On 
the other, th¬¬e struggle for 
these reforms is the means 
by which the working class 
both prepares itself for the 
struggle for socialism and 
educates itself of the need for 
such a struggle.  In the course 
of struggling for reforms, it 
becomes obvious that these 
are only temporary solutions 
to the problems posed by 
capitalism and that a lasting 
solution can only be won 
by socialist revolution, the 
suppression of wage labour 
and the building of a new 
society, free from exploitation.  
It is this goal to which we, 
as Communists, commit 
ourselves. 

•  The Communist 
Manifesto, Marx & 
Engels

• The German 
Ideology, Lenin

• Left-Wing 
Communism: An 
Infantile Disorder, 
Lenin

• The State and 

Revolution, Lenin
• The Proletarian 

Revolution and the 
Renegade Kautsky, 
Rosa Luxemburg

• Reform or Revolution, 
Britain’s Road 
to Socialism, 
Communist Party
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YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 

wing of the Communist Party. 
The YCL has a long and proud 

history in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based 
progressive youth organisations 

that exist today owe their 
existence to the initiatives and 
work of the YCL. The YCL has 

always and continues to play a 
vital role in the struggles for peace, 

against racism and fascism, for 
gender equality, and all other 
popular struggles that involve 
young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the 
address below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to 
Challenge then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 
for Europe, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money 
order). Cheques & P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order 
online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.
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We’ve ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.
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