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editorial
Dear Comrades

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge.

Recent months have seen a sharpening of the political struggle both 
domestically and internationally.

Here in Britain the Tory Party have shamelessly clung to power in a crooked 
arrangement with the neanderthal DUP (p.8). Moral indignation in the face of 
this development is of little use against a class enemy which has proved itself to 
be devoid of sympathy or kindness. However this is no time for despondency. 
The Left must seize this opportunity to boot the Tories out of power (pp.18-
19). Building towards a show of strength at the Tory Party Conference in 
Manchester in October should be a priority for all YCL branches (p.9). The 
Tories will attempt to divert attention by ramping up jingoist rhetoric over 
Brexit negotiations. This must be opposed at all levels. Simultaneously we must 
throw ourselves into the fight for a people’s Brexit (pp.16-17). 

Internationally, Venezuela has reached a critical juncture on the path to 
socialism (pp.20-21). US imperialism has intensified its economic war and 
attempts at destabilisation. This must be prevented and we must support and 
defend the Bolivarian Republic’s efforts to deepen the democratic foundations 
of the revolution (p.11). We must always recall that the Yankee imperialism can 
be opposed – even in its own backyard. Cuba stands as a beacon in defending 
its right to self-determination (pp.22-24). In this dark hour the achievements 
of Cuban socialism are a real demonstration of the power and humanity of 
socialism (pp.25-27) and a reminder of why we struggle.

For the League this is a busy period also. Our annual summer camp this month 
will see YCLers from across the country meet in Edale in the Peak District. 
September is the YCL National Month of Action – the Executive Committee 
is calling on members everywhere to get active and get out there, bringing 
communist politics to their schools, universities, workplaces and communities. 
In October the YCL is sending a delegation to the 19th World Festival of Youth 
and Students in Sochi, Russia. The event will see over 20,000 young people 
from 150 countries and sister youth movements gather together. The World 
Festival is a timely reminder of the global strength of our movement and that 
the future truly is ours.

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through writing articles, 
poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t hesitate to get in touch by 
emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 
Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

the 
Executive 
Committee 
is calling on 
members 
everywhere 
to get 
active and 
get out 
there



3

CONTENTS

News 4-6
Statements 7-10
Tory Conference  11
Manchester 12-13
Durham Miners 
Gala 14-15
Another EU? 16-17
Tories Out 18-19
Venezuela 20-21
Imperialism & Cuba
 22-24
Cuban Socialism  
   25-27
Film Review 28-29
Music Reviews 30
Poetry Corner 31
Back2Basics 32 -33 
What We Stand For  34

in this
issue

Durham 
Miners Gala  
 p14-15

Venezuela
 p20-21

Socialism in 
Cuba
 p25-27

August 2017 Volume 21, Issue 43
Layout & design: Johnnie Hunter
Print: Communist Party
Published by: YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe 
Rd, CR0 1BD Front pic: Johnnie Hunter

editorial



IN THE NEWS

The Supreme Court has 
ruled that the Tory Gov-
ernment’s Employment 

Tribunal Fees are “unlawful 
and unconstitutional” in a case 
brought by public sector union 
Unison.

The UK Government 
have said they will immediately 
stop charging claimants fees to 
bring a claim and will repay the 
£32 million collected under 
the scheme.

Fees were first intro-
duced by David Cameron’s 
government in 2013.  The 
changes meant workers bring-
ing claims against bosses could 
be charge up to £1,200 for 
the privilege. The fees led to 
a 79% drop in claims over the 
three years – with discrimina-
tion claims being among the 
hardest hit.

There is no doubt that 
this is good news for work-
ers across Britain. It will mean 
easier access to the tribunal 
system, making it easier to 
hold some bad bosses to ac-
count.

However, a meeting 
of the YCL Executive Com-
mittee noted that “workers 

should never have to rely on 
the bourgeois court system 
to hand down concessions to 
the working class. This victory 
should have been won in the 
workplaces and in the streets.”

“More importantly, the 
right to bring a tribunal claim 
can never replace the power 
of trade unions and collective 
action. Individual rights are in-
tended to disrupt unity in the 
workplace and to stop work-
ers struggling collectively. Only 
by joining together are work-
ers strong enough to combat 
employers and guarantee their 
pay and conditions.”

“The fact that we have 
suffered three years of fees 
which resulted in a 79% drop 
in claims shows just how easily 
these individual rights can be 
taken away. Only a strong and 
militant trade union move-
ment can really guarantee your 
rights - certainly not a Tory 
government or the ruling class 
courts.”

The Government 
have indicated they “accept” 
the judgment. TUC general 
secretary Frances O’Grady 
said it was a “massive win” for 
workers.

in the news

Chairman of the white-
wash Iraq War Inquiry 
John Chilcot has eu-

phemistically commented that 
Tony Blair wasn’t “straight with 
the nation” about embarking 
on the imperialist adventure.

These were Chilcot’s 
first public comments in over 
a year since the publication 
of the inquiries findings which 
said nothing of substance and 
failed to attribute any blame 
for Britain’s part in the inter-
vention.

Well over half a million 
Iraqis were slaughtered in the 
war. In the process scores of 
young British men and women 
- duped into fighting a war for 
their exploiters - never came 
home or returned horribly 
maimed.

Little was to be ex-
pected of the establishment 
stitch up which cost over £13 
million. In its full two million 
words the final report failed 
to find that Bush and Blair 
breached international law. 

Chilcot: 
Blair “not 
straight” 
over Iraq 
War
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A new Climate Account-
ability Institute study 
has shown that just 

100 companies have been the 
source of more than 70% of 
the world’s greenhouse gas 
emissions since 1988.

The Carbon Majors 
Report demonstrates that a 
very small number of of fossil 
fuel producers hold the key 
to systemic change on carbon 
emissions.

The report found that 
more than half of global indus-
trial emissions since 1988 can 
be traced to just 25 corporate 
and state-owned entities. The 
scale of historical emissions as-
sociated with these fossil fuel 
producers is large enough to 
have contributed significantly 

to climate change, according to 
the report.

Massive transnational 
monopolies such as ExxonMo-
bil, Shell, BP and Chevron are 
identified as among the high-
est emitting investor-owned 
companies since 1988. If fossil 
fuels continue to be extracted 
at the same rate over the next 
28 years as they were be-
tween 1988 and 2017, says the 
report, global average tem-
peratures would be on course 
to rise by 4C by the end of the 
century.

This is likely to have 
catastrophic consequences 
including substantial spe-
cies extinction and global 
food scarcity risks. Capitalist 
governments across the globe 

have proved unwilling and 
unable to withdraw support 
for wasteful fossil fuels and 
corporations behind them.

The Tory Government 
has slashed funding for wind-
farms and other renewable 
energy here in Britain. Donald 
Trump has officially announced 
that the United States will 
withdraw from the Paris 
Climate Accord as soon as it is 
legally eligible to do so.

Meanwhile, Socialist 
Cuba is ranked number 1 for 
sustainable development by 
WWF. In the biggest push for 
green energy ever seen China 
has been building two wind 
turbines every hour according 
to the International Energy 
Agency.

100 companies 
responsible for 
71% of emissions

Communists from a 
number of countries 
gathered in London 

on 22 July to discuss the 
future for Kurdish national 
rights.

Six parties — the 
Tudeh Party of Iran, the 
Communist Party of Iraqi 
Kurdistan, the Communist 
Party of Iraq, the Syrian 
Communist Party, the Com-
munist Party of Syria Unified 
and the Communist Party of 
Turkey — submitted policy 
statements at a seminar in 
the Marx Memorial Library.

Participants at the 
seminar included representa-
tives from the Communist 
Parties of Bangladesh, Sudan, 
Britain and the Party of the 
Working People of Cyprus.

The papers detailed 
the long history of imperial-
ist interventions in their 
respective countries and 
the historic struggle by 
communists as part of the 
wider fight to end imperialist 
occupation and to overcome 
neocolonialism.

Issues tackled in-
cluded the current call for an 
independence referendum in 
Iraqi Kurdistan, the strategy 
governing US intervention in 
Iraq and Syria, the strug-
gle by progressive forces 
in Iranian Kurdistan for the 
national rights of the Kurdish 
people within a federal and 
democratic Iran, the rivalry 
between regional powers 
and the role of Israel.

Participants at the 
seminar also discussed the 
importance of addressing 
the inalienable rights of the 
Kurdish people in the Middle 
East, fully considering the 
political conditions and reali-
ties in the countries where 
Kurds live.

Research by GMB union 
has revealed that nearly 
2 million public sec-

tor workers are doing £11bn 
worth of unpaid overtime 
every year.

A quarter of public 
sector staff do on average 
eight hours of unpaid work a 
week, analysis of official figures 
showed, whilst at least one 
in twenty worked at least 15 
extra, unpaid, hours a week.

Midwives and social 

workers are doing the most 
unpaid overtime, the report 
showed, with 37.5 per cent of 
midwives and 37 per cent of 
social workers putting in extra 
hours.

If public sector work-
ers were paid for these hours, 
they would be owed an extra 
£6,000 on average – equivalent 
to a 24 per cent pay rise – the 
report said.

Overall, public sector 
workers are twice as likely 

to work unpaid overtime. 
The rise in unpaid overtime 
follows cuts of 412,000 public 
sector jobs since 2010 and an 
increased demand for public 
services.

While Tory Chancel-
lor Philip Hammond recently 
claimed that public sector 
workers are ‘overpaid’ the fig-
ures reveal that public sector 
workers provide £11 billion 
worth of their labour for free 
every year.

Communists 
Address 
Issues Of 
Rights For 
Kurdish 
Minorities

Public sector workers do 
£11bn of unpaid overtime
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NEWS FROM THE SOCIALIST CAMP

news FROM THE 

SOCIALIST 

CAMP

Vietnamese state media 
has reported projec-
tions of a 6.8% eco-
nomic growth rate in 

2018 for the South East Asian 
Socialist republic. 

This is made all the 
more impressive by the fact 
that capitalist economies con-
tinue to struggle to recover 
from the 2008 financial crisis 
in a meaningful way.

Vietnamese Prime 
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc 
emphasized that continued 
growth and meeting the coun-
try’s economic goals requires 
a struggle against inefficiency 
and an understanding of the 
role of state industry.

Vietnam has achieved 
significant growth over the 
last several years, despite the 
unfavourable international situ-
ation and internal natural chal-
lenges such as floods, drought, 
and salt water intrusion in 
important ecosystems.

Economic growth at 
this rate is objectively impres-
sive but can easily be taken for 
granted in context of building 
socialism. However, reaching 
this point has not been easy 
for Vietnam.

During the war the 
US dropped more than 260 
million bombs (half a ton of 

explosives for every citizen) 
killing millions and devastating 
the country. After expelling 
the aggressor, Vietnam licked 
its wounds and set itself to 
building a truly democratic and 
economically modern society.

Under the policy of 
renovation called ‘Doi Moi’ 
adopted in 1986, Vietnam has 
maintained steady growth in 
its GDP, reducing poverty and 
improving living conditions for 
the population.

It is within this context 
that Prime Minister Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc called for the elimi-

nation of unnecessary expens-
es, inflated staffs, bureaucracy 
and the allocation of funds to 
raise workers’ wages.

Recent economic direc-
tives have prioritized pov-
erty reduction, job creation, 
increased agricultural produc-
tion, development in remote 
areas and scientific advance.

With its rapid growth 
and innovative development of 
socialist democracy Vietnam 
continues to be a solid exam-
ple to socialists in the region 
and globally.

Vietnamese 
economy expected 
to grow 7% in 2018

Bolivian President Evo 
Morales highlighted the 
struggles of indigenous 
movements from his 

country and Latin America 
against colonialism, during 
an act to mark International 
Day of the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples, August 9 2017.   

Morales noted that 
the “500 years of history of 
indigenous movements have 
always been anti-colonial and 
anti-imperialist,”

During a ceremony 
in La Paz, the Andean leader 
recalled the United Nations 
Declaration of 2007 recogniz-
ing the rights of indigenous 
peoples and their contribution 
to the diversity and wealth 
of civilizations and cultures 
around the world. 

According to UN re-
ports, indigenous peoples rep-
resent 5,000 distinct groups in 
some 90 countries and speak 
around 7,000 languages. These 
groups also make up more 
than 5% of the world’s popula-
tion, or some 370 million 
people.

The Bolivian head 
of state also highlighted the 
recognition and participation 
of the country’s 36 indigenous 
communities in the process to 
transform Bolivia into a sover-
eign and pluri-national state. 

Morales 
pays 
tribute to 
indigenous 
struggles

UNCLE HO: Vietnam has made amazing 
srides since the US war and has become a 
booming tourist destination in recent years.
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STATEMENTS

The Queen’s Speech and 
the EU exit negotiations 
underline the urgent 

need for a General Election 
and a change of government, 
according to Britain’s 
Communists.

In his report to the 
Communist Party’s political 
committee, Robert Griffiths 
slammed Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s ‘weak and 
unstable’ agreement with 
the right-wing Democratic 
Unionist Party to prop up her 
minority Tory regime.

‘Under cover of dropping 
Tory manifesto pledges to 
impose a wealth tax on people 
with dementia and abandon 
the “triple lock” pension 
guarantee, the Tory-DUP lash-
up has ditched the promised 
cap on energy tariffs and 

manifesto commitments to 
boost NHS spending and local 
authority house-building’, he 
charged.

The CP general 
secretary also attacked May’s 
renewed commitment to 
cut Corporation Tax on big 
business profits from 19 per 
cent to 17 per cent by 2020.

He pointed out that Britain 
already has the lowest tax 
on profits in the G7 and the 
second lowest in the European 
Union.

‘Abandoning manifesto 
policies to curb spending 
on pensions, social care and 
school meals while also cutting 
Corporation Tax means that 
the Tories will be looking 
elsewhere to impose austerity 
on the working class’, Mr 
Griffiths warned.

He called for a massive 
turnout for the ‘Not One 
Day More’ demonstration in 
London on 1 July organised 
by the People’s Assembly and 
trades unions.

‘The time is also ripe for 
a united, joint campaign by 
unions to cast off the 1 per 
cent pay cap on public sector 
workers, especially after 
the heroism demonstrated 
recently by those in the fire, 
health and police services’, the 
CP leader added.

The Communist Party 
reaffirmed its opposition 
to any EU exit deal which 
maintains Single Market and 
Customs Union rules that 
would tie the hands of a future 
progressive government in 
Britain.

‘A left-led Labour 

government must be free 
alongside progressive 
administrations in Edinburgh 
and Cardiff to enact trade, 
investment, public ownership 
and procurement policies that 
put the public interest before 
private profit’, Mr Griffiths 
insisted.

He said the Tories were 
seeking an agreement with 
the EU that would lock Britain 
into a treaty that leaves big 
business free to move capital, 
goods and super-exploited 
labour around Europe in order 
to maximise profit.

Communist Party

28 June 2017

In December 2015, the 
Communist Party of 
Ukraine (CPU) was 

outlawed. The ban has been 
condemned around the world. 
Amnesty International called it 
‘a flagrant violation of freedom 
of expression and association’ 
which should be immediately 
overturned.

In the 2012 elections, the 
CPU won 2.6 million votes 
(14% of the poll) and 32 MPs. 
But after the US, EU and 
fascist-backed coup against 
Ukraine’s elected President 
in February 2014, the CPU 
and its MPs and offices have 
been violently attacked. Party 
activists have been murdered 
by fascist gangs.

After a previous ban was 
lifted in 1993, the Communist 
Party of Ukraine was a legal, 
constitutional party with up to 
100,000 members.

For more than two 
decades, it called for a 

parliamentary republic, an end 
to corrupt presidential rule, 
a federal Ukraine embracing 
Crimea and the eastern 
provinces, and equal civil and 
language rights for all.

But Ukrainian judges and 
right-wing politicians claim that 
the CPU supports terrorism 
and the break up of the 
country. No evidence has been 
produced.

Ukraine’s De-
Communisation Law of April 
2015 made it a criminal 
offence to display left-wing 
symbols, promote Marxist 
ideas or defend Ukraine’s past 
membership of the Soviet 
Union. Criticising Ukrainian 
‘nationalist’ collaborators with 
the Nazi war-time occupation, 
who carried out genocide 
against Jews and Poles, is now 
an offence punishable by 5 to 
10 years in prison.

The Law bans Soviet-era 
names and statues, so 987 

cities, towns and villages; 
51,493 streets as well as many 
parks and public places have 
been renamed - often against 
local opposition.

President Poroshenko is 
a billionaire who made his 
fortune from the privatisation 
of industry after the end of 
Communist rule. His right-
wing government rigged the 
last elections and seeks to join 
the EU and NATO.

Democracy is being closed 
down. Fascists have massacred 
trade union supporters in 
Odessa and Mariupol. Neo-
Nazi battalions are fighting 
alongside regular forces in a 
war against ‘People’s Republics’ 
in the east.

The Communist Party 
of the Ukraine alone stands 
for social ownership of the 
economy, democratic rights, 
unity, anti-fascism and peace - 
that’s why it has been the first 

target of the extreme right!

What you can do

• Protest to the 
Ambassador, Embassy of 
Ukraine, 60 Holland Park, 
London W11 3SJ email: 
emb_gb@mfa.gov.ua 

• Ask your MP to protest 
to the Britain’s Foreign 
Office and the Ukrainian 
government about the ban 
on the CPU. 

• Raise the CPU ban in your 
trade union and political 
organisations and propose 
motions of protest to 
the Foreign Office and 
Ukraine Embassy.

Communist Party

2 July 2017

Communist Party: Solidarity with 
Ukraine’s Communists! No to the Ban!

Communist say: Remove ‘weak and 
unstable’ Tory Government
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In the election, the Labour 
Party went against 
predictions and broke the 

Conservative Party’s  majority 
rule, greatly weakening 
the right wing’s position in 
parliament. What the country  
witnessed was a large increase 
in votes for a manifesto 
that promised progressive 
policies like an increase in the 
minimum wage, free education, 
nationalisation and protection 
of state welfare. In  addition, 
the Labour Party programme 
has helped to glue the British 
people back together along  
class lines, disregarding 
nationalism and Remain and 
Leave divides over the EU, in 
favour of a  ‘jobs first’ Brexit 
and policies to benefit all that 
would have been impossible 
to deliver within the EU’s 
straightjacket.

Despite support for the 
Labour Party being the only 
viable option, the YCL has 
reservations and  criticisms 
of the Labour Party, as we 
have always done. Not least 
its adherence to Social 
Democracy which is perceived 
by many in Britain to be 
‘Socialism’. Whilst we also 
believe  Corbyn and others 
within the leadership and 
Left of the Labour Party to 
be genuine anti imperialists 
and Socialists, we think they 
will struggle to carry genuine 
anti¬imperialist and Socialist 
policies to the whole Party, let 
alone into government. The 
Labour Party has always  been 
an imperialist party ruling on 

behalf of the Capitalist Class, 
and will continue to be so 
whilst powerful sections within 
the party adhere to imperialist 
values and the back and forth 
of Capitalist parliamentary 
‘democracy’. It seems unlikely 
at this stage that a Labour 
Party government would ever 
be able to steer Britain away 
from NATO for example, and 
if the Labour Party achieves 
government, their progressive 
elements will have the full 
weight of the Capitalist Class 
thrown at them.

What is required is 
that the YCL, as part of the 
working¬class and progressive 
movements in Britain, continue 
to grow and be able to 
present the youth of Britain 
with crystal clear Marxist 
analysis and fervent action. 
We must cut through the 
illusions of Social Democracy 
with precision, and present the 
reasons why it is necessary 
to go further than mere 
reformation of the Capitalist 
system. We must end it. The 
British people must accept 
nothing less than the end of 
Capitalism.

While we encourage 
and support the broad mass 
movement that has grown up 
around Jeremy Corbyn, this 
movement must understand 
and promote the idea that 
a welfare state alone is not 
Socialism. Social Democratic 
reforms offer some respite 
from the worst of Capitalism, 
but they can easily be reversed, 
as they have been in the 

past, by the Capitalist class 
if that class is not removed. 
Social Democratic reforms 
also serves as a compromise 
with Capitalism, enabling it to 
survive by offering the working 
class concessions enough so as 
not to destroy it completely. 
The Labour Party may profess 
‘Socialism’ but it will not be 
Socialism until Imperialism is 
ended and the Capitalist class 
removed.

A Labour government 
is best, when it opens up 
possibilities for our class as a 
whole, not just implementing 
better management of 
capitalism. For this to be the 
case they need to strengthen 
the mass movements of the 
working class, not only to 
secure their own base, but 
to allow workers to win 
struggles and articulate their 
demands beyond an election 
manifesto. As Communists we 
believe in the empowerment 
of the working class through 
organisation, in communities 
and workplaces, to change 
the balance of class forces in 
favour of the working class 
majority in all aspects of life. 
So the working class to have 
not only its own voice, but its 
own power structures to not 
only win the battle of ideas but 
have the structures to actually 
build the socialist society it 
needs, both in immediate 
solidarity, but also the defeat 
the power capitalist class.

We must of course work 
with and support the Labour 
Party where necessary, 

especially its left wing section 
and its new and enthusiastic 
young base of support, but we 
will criticise and highlight its 
flaws where it falls short of a 
realistic vision for a Socialist 
Britain. We must remain 
vigilant to the opposition and 
disruption that will come from 
the ruling class to any left 
leaning government, let alone 
a more radical socialist one,  
for as long as the capitalist 
class remain in power they 
will not settle for any threat 
to their prosperity and power, 
regardless of the cost to 
ordinary working class people. 
Our allies there can count 
on us for any assistance – for 
example, building 21st Century 
radical trade unionism, 
community and other extra-
parliamentary bodies and 
strengthening the movement, 
or specific campaigns such 
as cementing the idea of a 
People’s Brexit, reuniting all 
people against the EU for 
Socialist policies in our shared 
class interest. But above all, we 
must work to grow our own 
organisation, the YCL, for the 
period of struggle ahead so 
that we may be better able to 
contribute our unique Marxist 
-Leninist perspective to the 
movement, ensuring its health 
and success.

Young Communist 
League Executive 
Committee

10 June 2017

Young Communist League Statement 
on 8 June 2017 General Election Result
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The Young Communist 
League of Britain would 
like to congratulate 

the people and government 
of the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela for a successful 
Constituent Assembly, which 
shall tackle the fascist violence 
of the MUD ‘coalition’ and 
go further towards the 
construction of socialism in 
the country.

We reject the role of 
the British and international 
media in painting the right-
wing opposition as ‘freedom 
fighters’, when their violent, 
extremist actions demonstrate 
otherwise. As imperialism’s 

agents, the opposition’s 
interests are in direct 
opposition to socialism, hence 
their rejection of all dialogue.

Moreover, we condemn 
Britain’s role as the faithful 
imperialist stooge of the US, in 
which Boris Johnson and the 
Foreign Office echo the White 
House’s every last word. We 
also reject the EU’s criticism of 
Venezuela’s sovereign election, 
and in this light, we commend 
the decision of the British 
people to leave an imperialist 
organisation spearheaded 
by an unelected commission 
attempting to give lessons on 
‘democracy’.

Venezuela’s Constituent 
Assembly will go some way 
towards resolving the tricky 
economic conditions artificially 
engineered by imperialist 
forces through the artificial 
fixing of the international oil 
prices, economic war and 
sabotage. The new assembly 
will mean that the people 
themselves are making the key 
decisions in Venezuela - the 
very meaning of democracy.

Despite the inevitable 
attacks from empire, the 
social achievements put in 
place by Commander Hugo 
Chavez and Comrade Maduro 
are immense, and must be 

defended at all costs.
The task for Britain’s 

youth is the achievement of 
socialism within our lifetime, 
and Venezuela shows us this is 
possible.

The YCL’s slogan of “Peace, 
Jobs & Socialism” is one that 
rings especially true in today’s 
Venezuela.

Viva Chavez! Viva Maduro! 
Viva the Constituent 
Assembly!

Young Communist 
League Executive 
Committee

31 July 2017

Young Communist League Statement 
on the Success of Venezuela’s 

Constituent Assembly

Young Communist League Statement 
on Terror Attacks

The recent terror 
attacks in London 
and Manchester have 

highlighted not only the 
complete failure of the 
government to safeguard its 
citizens from terrorism but 
the fact that policies of the 
Conservative government 
actually contribute towards 
terrorism. The YCL recognises 
the need to halt the British 

governments imperialist 
meddling in the Middle East, 
the need to stop selling arms 
to governments like that of 
Saudi Arabia and the need to 
properly fund the emergency 
services and the NHS.

The YCL stands by the 
victims in utmost solidarity. 
No matter the nationality. No 
civilian should be targeted in 
such ways. The YCL condemns 

the barbarism of the attackers. 
The YCL must also draw 
attention to the bourgeois 
press and the capitalist media 
who stir up a hysteria over 
events in Britain yet ignore 
events perpetrated by the 
same groups in the Middle 
East. The YCL stands with 
victims of terrorism from 
Britain to Syria and wherever 
else it occurs.

The YCL calls for a 
working class response 
against terrorism and urges 
the peoples of Britain to halt 
their government’s imperialist 
agenda.

Young Communist 
League Executive 
Committee

5 June 2017
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REFUGEE CRISIS

We denounce the peoples´ murderers, NATO, European Union and all the forces that, in favor of their monopolies 
and for the control of energy reserves, the ways of transportation of energy and commodities and the control of 
the markets, carry out imperialist interventions and wars. The EU governments have big responsibilities because 

with their resolutions, they clearly violate the international law, and have trapped millions of refugees, mainly from Syria, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, in Turkey, Greece and other countries in which the refugees remain, against their will. They treat the 
refugees as a very cheap labour force within the framework of the general attack against the workers´rights, they permit or 
limit the refugee flows in accordance with the needs of the capitalist economy.

We struggle even more vigorously for the relief, the release and secure transportation of refugees to their destinations, for 
human conditions of temporary hosting. We isolate the fascist and racist forces in every country that point out the refugees 
(the victims) and acquit the capitalist system (the victimizer) by which they are brought up.

We reveal to the youth the causes that give rise to massive immigration and refugees. We are at the frontline of the 
expression of genuine popular solidarity, of the joint struggle of the peoples independently from national origin, race, 
language, religion.

We fight for workers´unity in our countries, to organize resistance and counterattack against the antipopular policy, for the 
rejection of any kind of division of the working class on the basis of national origin, language, race, religion. Unity among 
workers, local and immigrants, is the necessary precondition to stop the strategy of the capital that uses conflicts between 
them in order to increase the exploitation of all workers, to safeguard their capitalist profit.

Towards the 1st of May, 2017, we discuss massively with the youth in our countries about the imperialist war and confirm 
the actual character of the slogan of the Manifesto of the Communist Party, “Proletarians of all countries, unite!”

We shout:  Solidarity to the refugees. Our enemy is capitalism that gives rise to crises, wars, refugees! We struggle for its 
overthrow! For the workers to be able to live in peace and be masters of their place, eradicating the causes that today 
force them to massive immigration.

1.    Youth of Algerian Party for Democracy and Socialism, 
J-PADS
2.    Federation of Communist Youth, FJC – Argentina
3.    Union of Communist Youth, UJC – Brazil
4.    Young Communist League, YCL Canada
5.    Young Socialists of the Socialist Workers’ Party of 
Croatia
6.    United Democratic Youth Organisation, EDON – Cy-
prus
7.    Communist Youth Union, KSM – Czech Republic
8.    Communist Youth of Denmark, UngKom
9.    Young Communist League, YCL of Georgia
10.    Socialist German Workers Youth, SDAJ
11.    Communist Youth of Greece, KNE
12.    Youth of the Hungarian Workers’ Party
13.    Workers’ Party Youth of Ireland, WPY
14.    Front of Communist Youth, FGC – Italy
15.    Jordanian Democratic Youth Union, UJDY
16.    Federation of Communist Youth, FJC – Mexico

17.    Communist Youth Movement of the Netherlands, CJB
18.    Youth of Communist Party of Pakistan
19.    Communist Youth of Palestine
20.    Youth of Palestinian People’s Party
21.    Revolutionary Young Communist League (bolsheviks), 
RKSM(b) – Russia
22.    League of Communist Youth of Yugoslavia, SKOJ – 
Serbia
23.    Collectives of Young Communists, CJC – Spain
24.    Communist Youth Union of Spain, UJCE
25.    Socialist Youth Union, SYU – Sri Lanka
26.    Communist Youth of Sweden, SKU
27.    Revolutionary Communist Youth, RKU – Sweden
28.    Syrian Communist Youth Union – Khaled Bagdash 
Youth, SCYU-BY
29.    Communist Youth of Turkey, TKG
30.    Young Communist League, YCL Britain
31.    League of Young Communists, LYC USA

World Communist Youth Joint Declaration 
on the Refugee Crisis

Signatories:

‘Solidarity to the refugees. Let us strengthen our 
struggle against imperialist wars and capitalism, 

that gives rise to crises, wars and refugees’
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TORIES OUT!
YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

FOR PEACE JOBS AND SOCIALISM

MARCH WITH THE RED BLOC ! 
TORY PARTY CONFERENCE - 
MANCHESTER - 1 OCTOBER

www.ycl.org.uk

Manchester has been 
chosen yet again 
to host the Tory 

Party Conference, and we 
in Manchester YCL want to 
give them a proper response! 
For years young people have 
had our futures decimated by 
austerity in the form of public 
sector cuts, privatization, 
and a stagnant job market 
of low paid and casualised 
work, all of which is making 
our generation the first 
since the end of the Second 
World War, poorer than our 
parents. This election we’ve 
seen young people vote for 
the anti-austerity alternative, 
leaving the Tories desperate, 
and it seems that a Corbyn 
led Labour government is a 
distinct possibility in the near 
future.

For winning the type 
of society we need, more 
than just a left government 
is needed though. The 
reason austerity has been so 
successful for the rich and 
powerful, and so terrible for 
young people in particular 
is because too few of us 
have been involved with 
the organisations where 
we can build real power in 
communities and workplaces 
to defend, and advance, our 
rights and interests. Young 
people have begun to push 
back against austerity, but now 
we need to take the lead in 
organising our opposition, and 
for the socialist alternative our 
society needs, that works for 
the interests of the many, not 
the few. 

We’re planning not only a 

protest by young people to 
give the Tories the reception 
they deserve, but also a 
weekend of social events, 
discussions and workshops 
about how we can build a 
movement of young people, 
to get them involved and 
leading organisations like trade 
unions, and community groups 
as vehicles for transforming 
society, and influencing the 
Labour Party. We want this to 
be as open and as broad as 
possible for young people to 
come together to and work 
on the next steps in building 
the society we need and 
fight on the issues we 
face. 

Please 
Manchester@ycl.
org.uk if you 
want to get 

involved with helping us put 
together our plans for this 
upcoming October

Young Communist 
League Manchester 
Branch

25 July 2017
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While many headlines 
announce the rise 
of the new right, 

an opposition is gathering 
itself, though perhaps too 
quietly. After 20 years, the 
left-wing youth movement in 
Manchester has finally gained 
enough ground to form a new 
Youth Communist League 
branch. Standing in unity with 
the wider left-wing movement, 
resistance to the Conservative 
government is growing.

Since reforming in October 
2016, the Manchester YCL has 
elected its internal roles, set 
up a comprehensive branch 
plan, collaborated on their first 
publication (about the Kinder 
Trespass), created a new YCL 
banner and even doubled our 
membership.  Manchester YCL 

joined the 85th anniversary 
of the Kinder Trespass on 
23 April, commemorating 
the brave efforts of Benny 
Rothman and our forerunners 
in the early Manchester branch 
in pressuring the government 
to give us back our basic right 
to see and walk the land in 
which we live. A number of 
organisations set off from 
Edale and walked to the peak 
of Kinder Scout, retracing the 
steps taken by the protesters 
back in 1922. Thanks to our 
new banner we were even 
able to fly the hammer & 
sickle from the summit, after 
a customary sing-along of the 
Internationale.

We also attended the 
Manchester May Day march, to 
draw attention to the current 

crisis in the NHS and to show 
solidarity with workers and 
trade unionists across the 
world who have suffered 
discrimination or injury at the 
hands of the capitalist class. 
Hundreds of people attended, 
in a show of wide unity across 
the left. There was a large 
support from the Communist 
Party and the YCL, marching 
under a variety of banners, 
including Unite Community 
and the International Brigade, 
while distributing materials to 
spread information about both 
the YCL and the wider need 
for a left-wing government as 
soon as possible.

At the march, YCL 
members met with the KNE 
& KKE, the Greek CP and 
YCL, with members based in 

Manchester. We have agreed 
to meet again in the future to 
discuss possible cross-party 
activities to move towards our 
shared goals.

Afterwards, an event 
was held at the Mechanics’ 
Institute to give unions and 
organisations a platform to 
exchange information with 
each other and the public. 
A group of right-wing anti-
Venezuelan protesters turned 
up to try to disrupt the event, 
but the YCL were the first 
to come out to meet them, 
rallying other trade unionists 
in a show of support for 
the socialist government of 
Venezuela.

After a long wait, the YCL 
is now in a position to start 
making its presence felt again.

BUILD THE LEAGUE

CONOR REILLY reports on the progress of one of the YCL’s recently 
reformed branches after six months of work and struggle to bring 
revolutionary politics to young workers in the Greater Manchester area
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The Manchester YCL is 
also beginning a more long-
term project to create a 
pamphlet about the history of 
the youth branch, especially 
locally, through research at 
the Working Class Movement 
Library and interviews with 
veteran Party members who 
were in the YCL in their youth. 
By learning about where the 
YCL succeeded, how it was 
able to gather the masses 
to battle the ruling class and 
how it eventually faded from 
centre-stage, we hope we can 
forge a path to the left and a 
lasting fair society that cannot 
be undone by future ‘centrist’ 
governments, as has happened 
before.

 “Those who cannot 
remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” - 
George Santayana

To show continued 
solidarity with the LGBT 
movement, the YCL will be 
attending the Manchester 
Pride festival, a reminder that 
the left must continue to fight 
for gay rights both at home 
and abroad but at the same 
time fight against such events 
being taken over and used by 
the ruling class as just another 
tool to capitalise on the ‘pink 
pound.’

Our Chairman visited 
another the newly-formed 
branch Hereford & Worcester 
branch in June to give a 
speech on the failings of 
capitalism, and particularly 
of the current Conservative 
government - somehow 
managing to fit all of that into 
20 minutes. It will also be an 
excellent opportunity to share 
experience in building new 
branches.

We will also be attending 
the YCL Summer Camp in 
August to meet with other 
YCLers from around the 
country and discuss the way 
forward from here, especially 
in light of the recent general 
election result. We intend to 
lead another march up Kinder 
Scout with the rest of the 
YCL in between educational 
sessions and socials.

With inequality, 
homelessness, joblessness 
and poverty growing for the 
first time in decades, the role 
of the YCL and the wider 
left movement seems more 
apparent than ever. Having 

won so much of what is 
rightfully ours from the ruling 
classes in the last century, we 
now see the nation sliding 
back toward outdated models 
and a poorer quality of life for 
the masses. Even pensioners, 
children and the disabled are 
not immune from the Tories’ 
cruel and bullying ideological 
attacks, instead bearing the 
brunt of them.

The services we fought to 
have put in place, and paid for 
with our taxes, are now being 
sold off to the cheapest bidder 
while our government shames 
us by enforcing its imperialist 
agenda on developing nations. 
Against this backdrop, and 
tipped to be the first post-war 
generation to be poorer than 
our parents, it is no wonder 
that YCL branches have been 
re-emerging across the UK. 

A growing number of 
young people are once again 
seeing that the left-wing 
programme is a necessity for 
an equal and just society, and 
seeing the Communist Party 
as the most effective way to 
create that society. For the 
first time in our lives, the left 
is rising again and we must 
take this opportunity to not 
only point out the problems in 
the current system but to let 
people know that another way 
of living is something we can 
achieve.

We can all see the cracks 
in society, but we need to 
create a consensus on the 
humanitarian way to fix them. 
The YCL is the only youth 
political organisation that has 
continuously stuck to the 
same principles of equality 
for all people and has always 
carried on at the centre of 
the fight, even when other 
historically left-wing parties 
have drifted further and 
further to the right.

There have always been 
young people at the heart of 
the fight for social change, and 
now is no different. Only by 
organising around our shared 
beliefs and demanding that 
change can we hope to take 
the fight back to the ruling 
classes.

Conor Reilly is a 
member of the Young 
Communist League 
Manchester Branch.

INTERNATIONAL WORKERS DAY: the Manchester 
YCL branch banner on show at May Day 2017 
featuring the distinctive Manchester Bee

THE SPIRIT OF ‘32: Manchester YCL Branch  ban-
ner at the summit of Kinder Scout in the foot-
steps of legendary YCLer Benny Rotham

ACCESS FOR ALL: Manchester YCL and the 
Morning Star North-West Readers and Support-
ers Groip before setting off
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‘THE BIG MEETING’

The closure of Kellingley 
Colliery in late 2015 
marked the end of deep 

coal mining in Britain however 
the solidarity and spirit of the 
mining communities resonate 
through the annual Durham 
Miners’ Gala, one of the 
world’s largest trade union 
and community gatherings. 
The 2017 Durham Miners’ 
Gala was the third time 
in four years that myself 
and my granda have made 
the journey down from 
Glasgow. It is a remarkable 
celebration of working class 
culture, heritage, and history. 
You cannot help but feel 
inspired and reinvigorated 
by the number of people in 
attendance, the music, the art, 
the conversations in the pub 
and the speeches by those 
addressing the Gala. 

This year we took the 
train from Glasgow Central to 
Durham, arriving around 11am. 
The Gala begins early each 
Saturday morning with colliery 
lodges, trade union branches, 
and labour and trade union 
members and supporters from 
across the width and breadth 
of the country assembling and 
marching through the city. 
Each banner group marches 
along the route past the 
County Hotel then takes 

part in the tradition whereby 
each associated colliery 
band stops and plays in front 
of the on looking crowds 
and the ensemble of trade 
union leaders, Labour Party 
members and local dignitaries 
on the hotel balcony. 

As we attempted to 
make our way through the 
crowds, to our great fortune 
we spotted the spectacular 
Follonsby Lodge banner, 
adorned with James Connolly, 
J. Keir Hardie, A. J Cook, 
George Harvey and Vladimir 
Lenin. Black drapes hung 
from the banner to signify 
the passing of Davey Hopper, 
former secretary of the 
Durham Miners’ Association 
and stalwart of the movement 
who sadly passed away last 
year. Aptly, the motto on the 
Follonsby banner states:

“Come join in the only 
battle. Wherein no man can 
fail. Where who so falleth and 
dieth. Yet his deeds shall still 
prevail.”

The Follonsby Lodge was 
positioned at the junction of 
Elvet Bridge, New Elvet road 
and Old Elvet road, awaiting 
the go ahead to begin their 
march past the County Hotel. 
With as staunch a banner as 
they had, we decided to join 
them. As they stopped outside 

the hotel they played the 
Internationale. As the song 
goes, “So comrades come rally, 
and the last fight let us face, 
The Internationale unites the 
human race”. In my opinion 
no song epitomizes the spirit 
of the Gala more and it was 
agreed that if nothing else 
happened on the day then 
experiencing this first hand 
would have sent us back to 
Glasgow more than happy. 

We marched with the 
Follonsby banner to the field 
then stopped by the Court 
Inn for a pint. Unfortunately, 
due to the fact that we 
arrived at 11am we were 
too late to join up with the 
International Brigade Memorial 
Trust contingent, who in 
previous years myself and 
my granda have had great 
pride in marching with. With 
Communist Party of Britain 
comrades making the journey 
down from Glasgow, we 
decided to attempt to find 
them, a difficult task in the 
estimated 200,000 crowd. We 
finally spotted the hammer 
and sickle flags about to begin 
their march past the County 
Hotel. We paraded under the 
red flags to the field again and 
watched the speeches from 
amongst the record crowd.

With the sun beating down, 

various figures from the labour 
and trade union movement 
took to the stage. The first 
speaker that I witnessed was 
Matt Wrack, general secretary 
of the Fire Brigades Union, 
who address the Gala with 
a powerful and emotional 
tribute to the firefighters 
who risked their lives to save 
others in the Grenfeld disaster. 
He made the point that the 
vast majority of those who 
were involved in the rescue 
operation were members 
of the FBU, “that’s what a 
trade unionist looks like!” 
he passionately proclaimed. 
A comrade from the CWU 
then gave a resounding speech, 
saluting Jeremy Corbyn and 
the capacity for change that 
the trade union rank and 
file attending the Gala have 
within themselves. His calls 
for renationalization of Royal 
Mail brought Hugh Gaffney, 
newly elected Labour MP 
for Coatbridge, Chryston 
and Bellshill and former 
postal worker to his feet. 
Hugh’s enthusiasm for the 
speeches from the platform 
was a breath of fresh air to 
say the least and a joy to 
see. Len McCluskey and Ken 
Loach delivered speeches 
commending Jeremy Corbyn 
and the Labour Party on 

Miner’s life is like a sailor’s
Board a ship to cross the waves

Every day his life’s in danger
Still he ventures, being brave

Watch the rocks, they’re falling daily
Careless miner’s always fail

Keep your hand upon your wages
And your eye upon the scale

Union miners, stand together
Do not heed the Coal Board’s tale
Keep your hand upon your wages

And your eye upon the scale”

“

Dick Gaughan

Miner’s life is like a sailor’s
SEAN WATSON reports from this 
year’s Durham Miners Gala which 
featured a record turnout, militant 
politics and a bit of sun
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the recent general election 
campaign while both asserting 
the need for party unity and 
the need for democratic 
reselections of candidates 
from CLP’s, in order to obtain 
candidates fully representative 

of party membership. Angela 
Rayner stole the show with 
her speech, again defending the 
progressive Labour manifesto, 
with some searing and comical 
attacks on the shambles that 
is Theresa May’s Tory Party. 

The past, a glacier, gripped the mountain wall,
And time was inches, dark was all.

But here it scales the end of the range,
The dialectic’s point of change,

Crashes in light and minutes to its fall.

Time present is a cataract whose force
Breaks down the banks even at its source

And history forming in our hands
Not plasticine but roaring sands,

Yet we must swing it to its final course.

The intersecting lines that cross both ways,
Time future, has no image in space,

Crooked as the road that we must tread,
Straight as our bullets fly ahead.

We are the future. The last fight let us face.

“

Jeremy Corbyn was up next, 
welcomed to the stage with 
his name ringing around the 
field to the tune of Seven 
Nation Army by The White 
Stripes. The content of his 
speech was superb; promoting 
the Labour manifesto, 
attacking the Tory’s record in 
government and emphasizing 
the absolute political choice 
that is austerity, not to 
mention the vicious contempt 
that this has shown to those 
that are the poorest and most 
disadvantaged in society. Nye 
Bevin was not wrong when 
he described the Tories as 
lower than vermin. Corbyn 
stated that Labour are ready 
for another general election 
and that this coalition of chaos 
between the Tories and their 
bankrolled bigots, the DUP, 
can’t last. Corbyn rounded off 
his speech by paraphrasing a 
poem by John Conford. Rupert 
John Cornford (27 December 
1915 – 28 December 1936) 
was an English poet and 
member of the Communist 
Party. He was a member of 
the International Brigades and 
died while fighting against the 
fascists during the Spanish 
Civil War, at Lopera, near 
Córdoba. A hero, whose words 
couldn’t have been more apt 
to conclude the speeches at 
Durham Miners’ Gala. They 
embodied the spirit, strength 
and humanity of the labour 
and trade union movement 

and the collective power of 
the working class.

The Durham Miners’ Gala, 
is as always, a tremendous 
day. It is not only a time to 
remember our history, it 
provides optimism for the 
future, it reinforces our 
own political beliefs and 
our faith in the collective 
power of our movement. 
It is a time to unwind and 
a time to celebrate our 
culture. Impassioned speeches 
serve a purpose; they rally 
and energize, but the fight 
has to be taken back to 
our workplaces and our 
communities. As the recent 
general election campaign has 
shown power is not easily 
wrenched from the grasp of 
the ruling class, whether it 
be by slanders in the media 
or by dodgy dealings and 
controversial coalitions. It 
is only going to get tougher 
as Corbyn’s Labour Party 
edge towards victory. But 
it is a victory that must be 
accomplished for the future of 
our society. Let’s go to work 
so that at the 2018 Durham 
Miners’ Gala it is a Labour 
government that is in power 
offering real, radical change to 
society. Adelante.

Sean Watson is a 
member of the Young 
Communist League 
Glasgow Branch.

 Full Moon at Tierz: Before 
The Storming of Huesca

John Cornford

PROUD HISTORY: Flag of the Spanish Republic 
and International Brigades Flying High While An-
gela Rayner Addresses “The Big Meeting”

SHOULDERS OF GIANTS: Follonsby Lodge ban-
ner, featuring James Connolly, J. Keir Hardie, A. 
J Cook, George Harvey and Vladimir Lenin
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‘bulwark of neoliberal capitalism’

THE EUROPEAN UNION

The position of the YCL 
has always been against 
the European Union. 

Not just Britain’s membership 
but the organisation’s 
existence altogether. The EU 
is a bulwark of neoliberal 
capitalism which enacts 
imperialism on a global scale 
as well as working against the 
proletariat within the EU itself. 
In this speech I shall outline 
why we are, and have always 
been against the EU and its 
previous incarnations.

It has always been the 

opinion of the YCL in our 
analysis that the EU is 
inherently anti-socialist. Its 
beginnings stemmed from 
the USA’s Marshall Plan (also 
known as the European 
Recovery Programme) which 
also acted as a precursor to 
NATO. This plan required of 
its members commitments 
to free trade, agreements 
to US imports and removal 
of communist and socialist 
parties from prominence in 
western European countries 
that were widespread at the 

end of the Second World War, 
as you will know this had a 
significant effect in France. This 
formed part of the economic 
offensive against socialism in 
Eastern Europe, namely the 
USSR. This embryonic plan 
snowballed and consolidated 
itself into the EEC and 
subsequently the EU we know 
today. Since the EU’s basis is 
in anti-socialism leaving the 
EU gives a nation the option, 
to implement socialism. For 
example key features that 
would be needed for a socialist 

economy are prevented under 
EU law. If Britain wanted to 
create a nationalised economy 
including energy, transport, 
manufacture then that would 
be prevented by EU legislation 
–the Growth and Stability 
Pact requires large reductions 
in state spending on social 
services (of 20% in the case 
of most countries). As we 
see starkly in Greece, Ireland 
and Portugal and elsewhere 
the EU directs austerity 
measures forcing governments 
to privatise industry for the 

YCL General Secretary OWAIN HOLLAND was inivited to speak in 
Toulouse in June at a debate hosted by the Mouvement Jeunes 
Communistes de France entitled ‘Europe: What Solidarity? 
Speech to the Youth’ along side speakers from the Spanish 
young communists. This is a transcript of the speech he delivered
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benefit of private capital and 
loss for the workers. Causing 
loss of jobs, healthcare, living 
standards and increases in 
homelessness and poverty.

‘Social Europe’ further 
compounds these problems. 
The EU manipulates the 
economies of poorer EU 
states by enacting austerity 
measures which increase 
unemployment, especially 
among the youth, to create 
a mobile and flexible labour 
force able to move to other 
countries to provide cheap 
labour for the capitalist classes. 
The EU has committed itself 
to achieving a ‘fully flexible’ 
labour force and a reduction 
in social wages and pensions 
by 2020. This sucks the vitality 
from those countries such 
as Portugal, Spain and many 
in eastern Europe and helps 
to undermine the position of 
workers in the richer northern 
countries such as France, 
Germany and the UK. Overall 
this drops the standards for 
the working class across the 
whole of Europe initiating a 
‘race to the bottom’. EU law 
forbids the use of trade union 
bargaining to prevent cross-
border wage cutting. This free 
movement of labour is only 
the freedom of the bosses to 
drag the workers to wherever 
they want them. This faux-
freedom is a popular idea 
amongst the youth of Britain 
despite the poor employment 
opportunities as well as low 
numbers of Brits actually 
moving to work in the EU.

The EU does not stop 
at its own borders. It is a 
major cause of western 
imperialism as well as 
partaking in inter-imperialist 
fighting. A force for globalism 
rather than internationalism. 
From providing avenues for 
European monopolies to 
extract wealth from the third 
world to war-mongering 
against Russia over the 
Ukraine and Syria to ‘Fortress 
Europe’ policies against 
tackling the refugee crisis. 
Courting fascists in Ukraine 
as well as the Ukrainian 
government that has banned 
the Communist Party of 
Ukraine and involvement with 
NATO. There are no good 
reasons to support the EU’s 
international policies.

So what is the way 
forward? The EU is an anti-
democratic organisation at 
its core. The EU does not 
tolerate alternative views 
within its structure. Look at 
the way the people of Ireland 
and France voted against 
accepting the Lisbon treaty but 
were then made by the EU to 
vote again until they accepted 
such a financial straightjacket. 
The only way the EU will 
be reformed is in an even 
further neoliberal direction. 
Therefore the only option for 
those interested in pursuing 
socialism is to leave the EU.

The situation in Britain: 
The government made a 
huge gamble when they 
gave the British people the 
option to vote to leave the 
EU. Brexit was a failure for 
the government. Although 
of course displeasing to 
international capitalists 
domestic capital does see 
opportunities. For the left now 

there is the opportunity to be 
free of the EU’s restrictions. 
Even now Jeremy Corbyn’s 
Labour Party is running a 
successful election campaign 
with social-democratic 
policies that would now 
actually be able to enact 
which would not be possible 
within the EU. There is now 
the immediate opportunity 
to increase the state sector 
economy. Although the 
YCL is supportive of Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership there is 
much more work to be done 
beyond social-democratic 
reforms and we must be frank; 
despite running a left-wing 
platform encouraging people 
to vote against the EU there 
is no ignoring the amount 
of racism and xenophobia 
that has influenced public 
opinion. On the one hand the 
EU supports fascism and on 
the other fascist and racist 
groups in Britain were asking 
people to also leave the EU. 

Large parts of the working 
class, multicultural areas in 
post-industrial towns voted 
strongly against the EU so 
the picture needs a nuanced 
understanding. It has also 
been difficult for us to debate 
with other sections of the 
left who see the EU as being 
a complete force for good 
and the guardian of all their 
rights who accused us of being 
secret racists because of our 
EU stance. 

The primary issue for 
us now is to forget the past 
divisions within the left and 
work towards a socialist 
Britain. As ever it is the 
working class that will drive 
change and now we have 
entered a new phase of 
struggle it is up to us to be in 
the vanguard of that change 
which will require clear-cut 
analysis to identify how to 
advance and exploit the 
fissures in the capitalist class. 
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Time To Step Up 
Pressure on the 
Tories Through 
Popular, 
Industrial And 
Parliamentary 
Action

Many millions of people 
voted not only against 
austerity cuts and 

privatisation in last month’s 
general election.

They also voted for a 
positive alternative: for public 
investment in health, education 
and housing; for higher 
taxation of the super-rich 
and big business; for decent 
pensions and benefits; and for 
public ownership of railways, 
energy and the Royal Mail.

The Communist Party’s 
decision to stand down its 
own candidates, call for a 
Labour vote everywhere and 
reject any misnamed pro-EU 
“progressive alliance” with the 
Lib Dems was vindicated.

Today, hundreds of 
thousands of people are 
marching for the genuinely 
progressive and left alternative 
to Tory austerity, which can 
only be a left-led Labour 
government.

Nobody should be fooled 
by the dance of the damned 
between Tory and DUP 
politicians. The DUP claimed 
credit for dumping some of 

the most unpopular policies 
in Theresa May’s election 
manifesto.

Thus there was no 
mention in the Queen’s 
Speech of Tory plans for a 
wealth tax on people with 
dementia, or for secondary 
modern schools in every town 
and city, or for an end to free 
school meals for infants, or 
for means-testing winter fuel 
payments, or for holding down 
the state retirement pension.

For all the world, DUP 
leader Arlene Foster was 
posing last week as some 
latter-day Rosa Luxemburg or 
Sylvia Pankhurst.

Much less publicity was 
given to other Tory manifesto 
items dropped from the 
legislative programme 
presented by Elizabeth 
Windsor to her loyal subjects 
in Parliament.

Gone was the pledge 
to cap household energy 
prices. Gone, too, was the 
commitment to spend an 
extra £8bn a year in real terms 
on the NHS by 2019. Also 
missing was the promise to 

secure a million new homes by 
2020 and another half million 
by 2022, with local authorities 
free to build their own social 
housing.

Ms Foster did not claim 
any credit for burying these 
more populist policies, which 
had no doubt served their 
purpose of fooling at least 
some of the people for some 
of the time, up to polling day.

But their disappearance 
indicates that austerity will 
continue until we, the people, 
stop it.

This has already been 
confirmed by the House 
of Commons vote against 
lifting the 1 per cent cap on 
public sector pay rises. Our 
firefighters, ambulance staff 
and police officers may be 
praised to the skies as heroes 
by Tory ministers — but that 
doesn’t mean they deserve a 
real wage increase.

No, Theresa May and her 
Cabinet of the living dead have 
other priorities.

That’s why she announced 
during the Queen’s Speech 
debate that corporation tax 

on big business profits is still 
on course to be cut further, 
from 19 per cent to 17, over 
the next three years. Britain 
already has the lowest profit 
tax rate of all the leading 
capitalist countries in the G7 
and the second lowest level in 
the European Union.

As every one-point 
decrease in corporation tax 
loses the Treasury almost £2bn 
a year in revenue, Chancellor 
Hammond will have to plug 
the gaps left by that and the 
abandoned manifesto policies.

Yet the Tories have no 
popular mandate for yet more 
austerity and privatisation. 
Their “weak and unstable” 
administration is teetering on 
a knife-edge. A defection or 
two, a by-election or three, 
a rebellion of seven or fewer 
Tory or DUP MPs could sound 
its death knell.

All the more reason, 
therefore, to step up and 
maintain pressure through 
popular, industrial and 
parliamentary action.

It was the convergence 
of extraparliamentary 

Communist Party General Secretary ROBERT GRIFFTHS argues that 
people new to political activity following the last election should help 
strengthen trade unions and trades councils in workplaces, towns 
and cities as the only guarantee against austerity and the Repeal Bill 
transferring all EU pro-market, pro-big business legislation into British law
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campaigning by the People’s 
Assembly, the anti-war 
movement and trades unions 
opposed to pay and pension 
cuts that propelled Jeremy 
Corbyn into the leadership of 
the Labour Party. This created 
the popular and still growing 
mood across Britain for a 
change of government and 
policies.

Had it not been for the 
antics of those Labour MPs 
who put their loyalty to the 
EU, Nato and monopoly 
capitalism ahead of any loyalty 
to the working class and the 
Labour Party, the election 
result on June 9 would have 
been even better.

Unfortunately, up to 50 
Labour MPs seem hell-bent on 
continuing this divisive course.

By voting for Britain to 
stay in the European “single 
market” on Thursday, they 
rejected Labour’s election 
manifesto, which declared: 
“As we leave the European 
Union, we will no longer 
be members of the single 
market or customs union 
but we will seek a deep and 
special partnership including a 
comprehensive free trade and 
customs agreement.”

They rejected the 
compromise offered by the 
Labour whips to abstain on 
the vote.

But they also voted to 
shackle any future Labour 

government to the neoliberal, 
free market, monetarist rack 
of the Single European Market 
and its rules.

Whether in the European 
Economic Area or the customs 
union, Britain would have to 
allow the free movement of 
capital, goods and labour.

Britain’s capitalists would 
continue to be free to shift 
production facilities overseas 
and investment could not 
be directed into particular 
industries or nations and 
regions of Britain.

Emergency measures to 
protect strategic industries 
such as steel would continue 
to be outlawed. No trade 
deals could be negotiated with 
non-European countries, even 
though they now account for 
the bigger share of Britain’s 
trade.

Action by the London, 
Edinburgh and Cardiff 
governments or by trade 
unions to enforce equal 
employment terms and 
conditions for super-exploited 
imported workers would 
continue to be outlawed. So 
would public-sector contract 
clauses demanding fair and 
equal pay, union recognition 
and other guarantees in return 
for public money.

The writ of the anti-union 
EU Court of Justice would still 
run large.

Britain would continue 

to be bound by EU rules 
on government borrowing 
and debt, hamstringing 
anti-austerity expansion. 
Labour policies to promote 
nationalised industries, issue 
publicsector investment bonds 
and zero rate VAT would be 
outlawed.

Of course, the Tories 
recognise that membership 
of the single market and the 
customs union is difficult if 
not impossible after Britain’s 
exit from the EU, especially 
if sovereignty over trade 
and immigration is to be 
reestablished.

But they and their big 
business bankrollers want to 
negotiate an EU treaty that 
is as near to it as possible. 
That’s why the government 
has just established a Brexit 

business advisory 
group comprising 
the Chancellor, the 
Business and Brexit 
secretaries of state and 

representatives of the CBI, 
the Institute of Directors, 
the British Chambers of 
Commerce, the Engineering 
Employers Federation and the 
Federation of Small Businesses.

That’s why, too, the 
proposed Repeal Bill will aim 
to transfer all EU promarket, 
pro-big business legislation 
into British law before locking 
it into transitional and post-
exit treaty arrangements with 
the EU.

They fully realise that 
this will make it much more 
difficult for a future Labour 
government to pursue policies 
of economic planning, public 
investment and progressive 
taxation.

The coming months will 
see the political class struggle 
intensify in Britain, France, 
Greece and across Europe. It’s 
the people and the working 
class movement versus big 
business and its politicians.

Here, we need to build 
People’s Assembly campaigns 
in every community possible. 
People new to political 
activity and the Labour Party 
should help strengthen trades 
unions and trades councils in 
workplaces, towns and cities.

We must reinvigorate the 
campaign against the madness 
of nuclear weapons and the 
threat to murder millions of 
civilians when deterrence 
has failed and we are already 
under attack.

The Morning Star deserves 
to win thousands of new 
readers from among those — 
workers, pensioners, people 
on benefit, campaigners — 
whom it supports every day.

And the left leadership 
of the Labour Party will 

be enhanced by a 
growth in both the 
Labour left and the 
Communist Party. 
When people are 
in action, the left 
advances, including 
Britain’s contingent 
of the international 
communist movement.
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The evening Hugo Chavez 
passed away, in between 
his tears, a friend said 

to me that now the moment 
to get stuck in defending 
this process of changes in 
Venezuela had come, that now 
the hard battle was about to 
begin. And how right he was.

By the time of printing, 
and following President 
Maduro’s master move of 
convoking it, a new National 
Constituent Assembly (NCA) 
should have been elected and 
installed to redraw Venezuela’s 
Constitution of 1999. This 
is no mean feat, as it comes 
in the midst of yet another 
wave of right wing, reactionary 
terrorist action, with strong 
fascist elements (especially in 
the logistical, organisational, 
and communicational), which 
has left nearly 100 dead.

How will the Constitution 
be re-drawn, upon what 
political lines? Will the 
terrorists permit the election 
and completion of the 
process? How will this affect 
the balance of classes and the 
advance towards socialism? 
We are in a period of 
deepened class confrontation 
and uncertainty in Venezuela.

The State media has 
always described the 1999 
Constitution as being 
“perfect”, “progressive”, 
and “un-improvable”. Such 
descriptions better reflect 
the fierce nature of the 
propaganda war rather than 
the implacable quality of 

the 1999 document. We the 
communists always described 
it as “a great step forward”, 
“progressive”, and “hugely 
important”, but “lacking” in 
numerous fields where it “did 
not go far enough”. Let us 
hope that this NCA is bold 
enough to take the drastic 
steps needed to put in place 
the structural, political, and 
economic changes the country 
needs to move out of its 
current prolonged crisis (of 
capitalism) in a revolutionary 
and not a reactionary manner.

We the communists 
are working to bring to the 
NCA the audacious changes 
that are required in the 
structure of the State, in the 
bourgeois electoral model, 
in the extractionist, parasitic 
economy which the nation’s 
social programs rely on, in an 
antiquated neocolonial political 
model, and in addressing 
a balance of classes which 
still benefits the bourgeoisie 
despite nearly 20 years of 
‘revolution’.

However, reformist, 
reactionary wings similar to 
the PSOE in Spain or the 
Labour Party in Britain within 
the multi-class governing 
Socialist Unified Party (PSUV) 
have gained ground in recent 
years, and will be looking for 
a different, social-democratic, 
model to be defined in the 
Constitution.

The internal comradely 
struggle within the Chavista 
ranks, which includes the 

PSUV party, the communists, 
and a range of other small 
groupings, will ultimately 
determine our future. If 
we are able to realign the 
balance of forces in favour of 
a worker-based, scientifically 
socialist, revolutionary block 
and remove the bourgeois, 
reformist Chavista elements 
from significant positions of 
power, condemning them 
to be our allies on common 
ground such as patriotic 
antiimperialist defence of the 
nation and no more, then we 
will have won a major battle 
for the workers of the cities 
and the countryside. However, 
this struggle is delicately being 
conducted in parallel with a 
rear-guard action against an 
advancing far right advance. 
These were amongst the 
major threads of debate in the 
recent XV Congress of the 
Venezuelan Communist Party 
held in June.

Meanwhile, the right wing 
opposition continues to 
advance in what can only be 
considered successful terms 
towards their objectives. 
Following their electoral 
victory in the National 
Assembly, they have continued 
to take advantage of very 
real failures, inefficiency, 
and corruption within the 
Government to add people 
from the middle and worker 
classes to their cause. 
Their hugely successful 
communicational campaign 
both within Venezuela and 

Recent terrorist 
street action, 
which has been 
combined 
with legal 
manoeuvring, 
talks, and other 
more “civilised” 
activities

VENEZUELA
PAUL DOBSON provides an eye witness report from 
Venezuela and discusses the objective of the new 
Constituent Assemby and Venezuela’s Communists

HOW TO IMPROVE UPON A SO-CALLED 
‘PERFECT’ CONSTITUTION WHILST A FASCIST 
THROWS A MOLOTOV COCKTAIL AT YOU
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in the international field- 
often based on mistruths, 
manipulation, and downright 
lies- has convinced many 
Venezuelan workers or small 
business owners to turn their 
back on the Chavista project 
of national liberation and 
socialism, and has alienated 
them from their class bases.

Recent terrorist 
street action, which has 
been combined with legal 
manoeuvring, talks, and other 
more “civilised” activities 
by the parties representing 
this strata of society, has put 
immense pressure of the 
Government.

The opposition’s recent 
“plebiscite”, which the 
communists described as 
a “theatrical scam”, whilst 

not achieving the 7.1 million 
votes they claimed it did 
(the unverifiable figure was 
probably closer to 2m) was 
nonetheless a success in the 
propaganda war. As was the 
bizarre decision by the High 
Supreme Court to grant 
house arrest to one the fascist 
leaders of the extremist right 
wingers, Leopoldo Lopez, after 
serving a tiny percentage of 
his 14-year sentence behind 
bars for his role in the 2014 
terrorist acts. This semi-liberty 
he now enjoys has only re-
motivated the right wingers 
who sense a weak government 
and stride forward in the 
knowledge that full or partial 
impunity awaits them should 
they be caught torching a bus, 
shooting a civilian, looting a 

store, lynching a passer-by, 
blowing up a power station 
or oil refinery, extorting 
businesses, or even throwing 
a Molotov cocktail at a public 
office (all of which, and more, 
has happened in recent weeks).

The tasks facing President 
Maduro, the Government, its 
allies, the NCA, and us, all the 
socialists, revolutionaries in 
the streets, with whom the 
responsibility ultimately lies, 
are huge. The repercussions 
should we fail to guarantee 
and firmly advance in the 
current process of changes will 
be fierce and probably include 
repression and persecution of 
both the legal and extra-legal 
types. A systematic structural 
crisis of capitalism is to blame 
for the economic woes 

we currently face, and the 
outdated, corrupt, corroded 
political system put in place 
to protect the interests of 
the capitalist class is the root 
cause for the political crisis 
we are currently confronting. 
Hence, in this centenary 
year of the Great October 
Revolution, it is fair to say that 
when searching for a solution 
to such problems, only a 
break with capitalism and a 
genuine, class based, scientific, 
planned, worker-based advance 
towards socialism can provide 
the answers.

Paul Dobson is 
a member of the 
Communist Parties of 
Britain and  Venezuela.

PEACEFUL PROTESTORS?: the right wing opposition have attemped 
to use violence to intimidate government supporters and create 
the pretext for US intervention. Those attacking police and left 
wing activists come from the wealthiest familes and stories have 
also emerged of professional ‘paid protestors’,receiving money 
from right wing leaders to stir up trouble. A significant proportion 
of people killed in the streets have been members of the police.
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The President of the 
United States, Donald 
Trump, announced his 

administration’s policy toward 
Cuba, nothing novel for sure, 
since he retook a discourse 
and elements from the 

confrontational past, which 
showed their absolute 

failure for over 55 years.
It is evident that the 

U.S. President has not 
been well informed on 
the history of Cuba and 
its relations with the 
United States, or on the 
patriotism and dignity of 

the Cuban people.
History cannot be 

forgotten, as they have at 
times suggested we do. For 

more than 200 years, the ties 
between Cuba and the United 
States have been marked, 
on the one hand, by the 
pretensions of the northern 

neighbour to 

dominate our country, 
and on the other, by the 
determination of Cubans to 
be free, independent, and 
sovereign.

Throughout the entire 
19th century, invoking the 
doctrines and policies of 
Manifest Destiny, of Monroe, 
and the “ripe fruit,” different 
U.S. administrations tried to 
take possession of Cuba, and 
despite the heroic struggle 
of the mambises, they did 
so in 1898, with a deceitful 
intervention at the end of 
the war which for 30 years 
Cubans had waged for their 
independence, and which the 
U.S. troops entered as allies 
and then became occupiers. 
Negotiating with Spain behind 
Cuba’s back, they militarily 
occupied the country for 
four years, demobilizing the 
Liberation Army, dissolving the 
Revolutionary Cuban Party 
- organized, founded, and led 

“We will continue to advance 
along the path freely chosen 

by our people”Excerpt from a speech by Cuban 
President Raúl Castro Ruz on 

US imperialism and the Cuban 
Revolution during the closing 

session of the National Assembly 
of People’s Power, 14 July 2017
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by Martí - and imposed an 
appendix to the Constitution 
of the nascent republic, the 
Platt Amendment, which gave 
them the right to intervene 
in our internal affairs and 
establish, among others, the 
naval base in Guantánamo, 
which still today usurps part 
of the national territory, 
the return of which we will 
continue to demand.

Cuba’s neocolonial 
condition, which allowed the 
United States to exercise total 
control over the economic 
and political life of the 
island, frustrated, but did not 
annihilate, the Cuban people’s 
longing for freedom and 
independence. Exactly 60 years 
later, January 1, 1959, with the 
triumph of the Revolution led 
by Comandante en Jefe Fidel 
Castro, we became definitively 
free and independent.

From that moment on, the 
strategic goal of U.S. policy 
toward Cuba has been to 
overthrow the Revolution. 
To do so, over more than five 
decades, they resorted to 
dissimilar methods: economic 
war, breaking diplomatic 
relations, armed invasion, 
attempts to assassinate our 
principal leaders, sabotage, a 
naval blockade, the creation 
and support of armed bands, 
state terrorism, internal 
subversion, the economic, 
commercial, financial blockade, 
and international isolation.

Ten administrations held 
office until President Barack 
Obama, in his statement of 
December 17, 2014, without 
renouncing the strategic 
goal, had the good sense to 
recognize that isolation had 
not worked, and that it was 
time for a new focus toward 
Cuba.

No one could deny that 
the United States, in its 
attempts to isolate Cuba, in 
the end found itself profoundly 
isolated. The policy of hostility 
and blockade toward our 
country had become a 
serious obstacle to relations 
with Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and was rejected 
almost unanimously by the 
international community. 
Within U.S. society, growing 
majority opposition to this 
policy had developed, including 
among a good portion of the 

Cuban émigré community.
In the Sixth Summit of 

the Americas in Cartagena 
de Indias, Colombia, in 2012, 
Ecuador refused to participate 
if Cuba was not permitted to 
attend, and all Latin American 
and Caribbean countries 
expressed their rejection 
of the blockade and Cuba’s 
exclusion from these events. 
Many countries warned that 
another meeting would not 
take place without Cuba. As 
such, we arrived in April 2015 
- three years later - to the 
Seventh Summit in Panama, 
invited for the very first time.

Over the last two years, 
and working on the basis 
of respect and equality, 
diplomatic relations have been 
re-established and progress 
made toward resolving 
pending bilateral matters, as 
well as cooperation on issues 
of mutual interest and benefit; 
limited modifications were 
made to the implementation of 
some aspects of the blockade. 
The two countries established 
the bases from which to work 
toward building a new type 
of relationship, demonstrating 
that civil coexistence is 
possible despite profound 
differences.

At the end of President 
Obama’s term in office, the 
blockade, the Naval Base in 
Guantánamo, and the regime 
change policy, remained in 
place.

The announcements made 
by the current U.S. President, 
last June 16, represent a step 
back in bilateral relations. 
This is the opinion of many 
people and organizations 
in the United States and 
around the world, who have 
overwhelmingly expressed 
their outright rejection of 
the announced changes. 
This sentiment was also 
expressed by our youth and 
student organizations, Cuban 
women, workers, campesinos, 
Committees for the Defense 
of the Revolution, intellectuals, 
and religious groups, on behalf 
of the vast majority of the 
nation’s citizens.

The U.S. government 
has decided to tighten 
the blockade by imposing 
new obstacles on its 
businesspeople to trade and 
invest in Cuba, and additional 

restrictions on its citizens 
to travel to the country - 
justifying these measures with 
out-dated rhetoric regarding 
the Cuban people’s exercise 
and enjoyment of human rights 
and democracy.

President Trump’s 
decision disregards the 
support of broad sectors 
of U.S. society, including the 
majority of Cuban émigrés, 
for lifting of the blockade and 
normalization of relations, 
and only satisfies the interests 
of an increasingly isolated, 
minority group of Cuban 
origin in South Florida, who 
insist on harming Cuba and its 
people for having chosen to 
defend, at any cost, their right 
to be free, independent, and 
sovereign.

Today, we reiterate the 
Revolutionary Government’s 
condemnation of measures 
to tighten the blockade, and 
reaffirm that any attempt 
to destroy the Revolution, 
whether through coercion and 
pressure, or the use of subtle 
methods, will fail.

We likewise reject 
manipulation of the issue of 
human rights against Cuba, 
which has many reasons to 
be proud of its achievements, 
and does not need to receive 
lessons from the United States 
or anyone else.

I wish to repeat that Cuba 
is willing to continue discussing 
pending bilateral issues with 
the United States, on the basis 
of equality and respect for the 
sovereignty and independence 
of our country, and to 
continue respectful dialogue 
and cooperation in issues of 
common interest with the U.S. 
government.

Cuba and the United States 
can cooperate and coexist, 
respecting our differences 
and promoting everything 
that benefits both countries 
and peoples, but it should not 
be expected that, in order 
to do so, Cuba will make 
concessions essential to its 
sovereignty and independence. 
And today, I add, nor will it 
negotiate its principles or 
accept conditions of any kind, 
just as we have never done 
throughout the history of the 
Revolution.

Despite what the 
government of the United 

No one could 
deny that 
the United 
States, in its 
attempts to 
isolate Cuba, 
in the end 
found itself 
profoundly 
isolated
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States does, or does not 
decide to do, we will continue 
advancing along the path 
sovereignly chosen by our 
people.

We are living in an 
international situation 
characterized by growing 
threats to peace and 
international security, 
interventionist wars, dangers 
to the survival of the human 
species, and an unjust and 
exclusionary international 
economic order.

As is known, since 
2010, the United States 
has been implementing the 
concept of “unconventional 
warfare” conceived as a 
set of activities aimed at 
exploiting the psychological, 
economic, military and political 
vulnerabilities of an adversary 
nation in order to develop 
a resistance movement or 
insurgency to coerce, change, 
or overthrow its government.

The method was tested 
in North Africa, and even 
in Europe, and has caused 
hundreds of thousands of 
deaths, the destruction of 
states, has torn apart societies 
and caused their economies to 
collapse.

Our America, which 
proclaimed itself a Zone of 
Peace in 2014, is currently 
facing an adverse situation.

The Bolivarian Republic 
of  Venezuela is suffering an 
unconventional war – which 
didn’t begin now, but a long 
time ago – imposed by 
imperialism and oligarchic 
coup sectors which have 
incited violence in the streets 
and fascist acts, such as the 
frightful scenes of youths being 
burned alive.

Foreign intervention in 
the Bolivarian and Chavista 
Republic must stop. Terrorist 
and coup violence must be 
unequivocally condemned. We 
must all unite in the call for 
dialogue and abstention from 
acts which contradict, through 
manipulation and demagogy, 
their stated intentions.

The Organization of 
American States (OAS) and its 
Secretary General must end 
their aggression and selective 
manipulation of reality against 
Venezuela.

It must respect Venezuela’s 
legitimate right to resolve its 

internal problems peacefully 
and without any foreign 
intervention. The exercise of 
self-determination and finding 
solutions by themselves, is up 
to the sovereign people of 
Venezuela alone.

We reaffirm our solidarity 
with the Venezuelan people 
and the country’s civic-military 
union led by Constitutional 
President, Nicolás Maduro 
Moros.

The aggression and coup 
violence against Venezuela 
harms all of Our America and 
only benefits the interests of 
those set on dividing us in 
order to exercise their control 
over our people, unconcerned 
about causing conflicts of 
incalculable consequences in 
this region, like those we are 
seeing in different parts of the 
world.

Today we warn that those 
attempting to overthrow the 
Bolivarian Chavista Revolution 
through unconstitutional, 
violent coup methods, 
will shoulder a serious 
responsibility before history.

To comrade Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva, a victim of 
political persecution and 
coup plotters, we express 

our solidarity in the face 
of an attempt to block his 
electoral candidacy with a legal 
disqualification.

Lula, Dilma Rousseff, the 
Workers Party and people of 
Brazil, will always have Cuba 
on their side.

Compañeras and 
compañeros:

This past July 14, the 
Council of State decided to 
call general elections, during 
which delegates to municipal 
and provincial assemblies, 
and deputies to the National 
Assembly of People’s Power 
– who will chose the Council 
of State and President of the 
Parliament – will be chosen.

At the same time, the 
electoral commissions 
which will direct the process 
at different stages were 
constituted, and candidacy 
commissions established.

It is imperative to note the 
vital political importance of 
this electoral process, which 
must constitute an act of 
revolutionary reaffirmation 
by our people, and demands 
concerted efforts by all 
institutions and organizations.

We are certain, as 
the Cuban people have 

demonstrated on past 
occasions, that the elections 
will be an example of a 
genuinely democratic exercise, 
supported by broad popular 
participation, legality, and a 
transparent electoral process, 
which does not feature 
competing political parties 
or campaign fundraising, but 
in which nominating and 
choosing candidates is based 
on the individual’s merit, 
ability, and commitment to the 
people.

Meanwhile, and to 
conclude, compañeras and 
compañeros, only 12 days 
remain until we celebrate 
the 64th anniversary of the 
assaults on the Moncada and 
Carlos Manuel de Céspedes 
Garrisons. 

In celebrating National 
Rebellion Day, for the first 
time without the physical 
presence of Comandante 
en Jefe of the Cuban 
Revolution, Fidel Castro Ruz, 
let us propose to face the 
new challenges under the 
guidance of his example, his 
revolutionary intransigence, 
and eternal confidence in 
victory.

ECONOMIC WAR:  “Blockade, the longest genocide in history”. The US 
blockade restricts Cuba’s ability to have trade and normal relations with 
the US and other countries. The blockade attempts to prevent Cuba 
from importing everything from modern technology to essential medi-
cines. Cuba estimates that the cost of the blockade since its introduction 
is now over $753 billion. Despite this Cuba has achieved unprecedented 
social and economic gains.  Every year since 1992 the UN General As-
sembly has passed a resolution condemning the blockade.
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CAPTIALISM IN CUBA?

When the world 
had two political 
poles, a statement 

that sounded obvious was 
sometimes made: “Let’s unite 
the best of capitalism and 
socialism in a single system.” 
If both have their defects and 
virtues, why not just discard 
what doesn’t work? The idea is 
attractive, it would be an idyllic 
society. But what prevents 

this? Why are we still talking 
about socialism and capitalism? 
Behind the apparently self-
evident concept lies another: 
you can’t extract the best 
of capitalism as if it were a 
damaged spot on a piece of 
fruit. The virtues of this system 
are based on its defects.

The idea cannot deliver 
what it promises, and the 
same options remain in place. 

We maintain a way of life 
that damages every corner 
of the planet or we seek 
an alternative to solve the 
problem at its roots.

In politics, as in life, trying 
to find a middle ground is 
tricky. But those who prefer to 
straddle the fence exist.

Is it possible for 
centrism to represent the 

best of both capitalism and 
socialism?

Capitalism is not the sum 
of its negative and positive 
components, of elements that 
can be saved or discarded. It is 
a system, that at one point was 
revolutionary and today is not. 
It engulfs and links everything: 
advanced technology, the most 
sophisticated wealth, and the 
most absolute poverty. The 
elements that contribute to 
greater productivity are the 
same ones that alienate human 
labor. Those that generate 
wealth for a few, produce 
poverty for the majority, on 
the national and international 
level. Establishing such a goal 
seems fallacious to me. The 
“best of capitalism” doesn’t 
exist, as if it could be cleaned 
up, as if a good capitalism 
were feasible. There are very 
bad versions, like fascism and 
neoliberalism, but I am not 
aware of any good version. 
Capitalism is always savage.

On the other hand, 
socialism, as opposed to 
capitalism, is not an organic 
total, a reality already 
constructed, but rather a path 
that cannot, all at once, leave 
behind the system it is trying 
to replace. We try this and 
that, we adopt new structures, 
advance and retreat, eliminate 
what doesn’t work, correct 
errors over and over again - a 
path to another world, in the 
middle of the jungle, because 
capitalism is a hegemonic 
system. What characterizes 
it is its expressed, conscious 
intention, to replace capitalism.

Does a center exist? On 
what principles is it founded? 
In the capitalist electoral 
system, a left and a right 
supposedly exist, but this 
left - with social democracy 
as its ideological framework, 
which was Marxist in its 
origins, and sought to reform 
capitalism until it gradually 
disappeared - functions 
today within the system and 
has rejected Marxism. This 
left differentiates itself from 
conservative parties with its 
social policies and its non-
prejudiced understanding of 
diversity. The centrist formula 
functions within the capitalist 
system as an electoral option. 
The voter is managed like 

This question is often put to communists in Britain. 
Cuban intellectual, Enrique Ubieta, discusses this 
idea and the possible implementation of a “third 
way” in Cuba. The article appeared in ‘Granma’. 
the newspaper of the Communist Party of Cuba.

IS IT POSSIBLE TO 
MELD THE BEST OF 
CAPITALISM AND 
SOCIALISM?



a customer since elections 
function like a market, and are 
full of right wing parties and 
left wing parties that alternate 
in office, but implement similar 
policies, and thus the system 
constructs a false “third way.”

But real alternatives are 
not within a system, they 
are counterpoised. They are 
capitalism or socialism. A 
center does not exist; there 
is no neutral ground between 
the two systems. Social 
democracy places itself within 
capitalism, but pretends to be 
a center, attempting what I 
have described as impossible, 
taking the best from both 
systems. In reality, it proposes 
an alternative method, not a 
fundamental change. Beyond 
a few isolated cases, like what 
Olof Palme could have been in 
Sweden, in a very rich country, 
which even without colonies, 
as part of the capitalist system 
benefited from the colonial 
and neo-colonial system.

Social democracy which 
appeared to triumph, made no 
sense when the Soviet Union 
collapsed and the socialist 
camp disappeared. Not even in 
Sweden could it be maintained. 
(Olof Palme was assassinated). 
Since then, the system has 
no need for it, and it needs 
to remake itself. The third 
way of Tony Blair is a center 
that has moved to the right, 
accepting and implementing 
neoliberal policies, allying itself 
with imperialism in its wars 
of conquest. The history of 
social democracy is essentially 
European.

What role do centrist 
politics play in Cuba?

In reality, what is this 
center? It is a political 
orientation that appropriates 
elements of revolutionary 
discourse, adopts a reformist 
position, and in the end, 
brakes, detains, and creates 
obstacles to the development 
of a true revolution.

In other cases, as in ours, 
centrists attempt to use the 
political culture of the left 
that exists within Cuban 
society, because you can’t get 
anywhere here with an ultra 
right wing discourse, trying 
to win adherents. You need to 
use what the people interpret 

as fair, and with this left wing 
discourse begin to introduce 
capitalism through the back 
door. This is the role the 
center would have within a 
society like Cuba.

Using different 
terminology in different 
contexts, positions similar 
to centrism have been 
present in Cuban history 
since the autonomy 
tendency attempted to 
derail the independence 
revolution of 1895… 
Why do you think there 
is a kind of resurgence of 
centrism in Cuba today?

In Cuban history, there 
is a very clear dividing line 
between tendencies, between 
reformist and revolutionary 
forces. This is a longstanding 
discussion in the history of 
Marxism, but today I will just 
refer to the Cuban tradition.

Reformism is represented 
by autonomism and 
annexationism. There are 
writers who insist on saying 
that annexationism aspired 
to a radical solution to win 
independence from Spain. In 
this case, the term “radical” 
is misused, because the roots 
of the problem were not 
addressed. Being annexed by 
the United States was a radical 
solution in appearances only, 
since advocates intended 
to protect the privileges 
of a social class here, avoid 
the economic damage of a 
longer independence war, and 
maintain the status quo via 
domination by another power 
which would guarantee order.

The two tendencies, 
annexationism and reformism, 
had as a basic premise an 
absolute lack of confidence 
in the people - the fear of 
“the mulatto horde,” as the 
autonomists said.

Sell-out reformism has 
existed throughout the history 
of Cuba, into our times; it 
has not disappeared. The 
Revolution of 1959 swept it 
away as a real political option, 
but the class struggle has not 
vanished. If the bourgeoisie, 
or those who aspire to be, 
attempt to retake power in 
Cuba, that is the class that has 
been created outside of the 
country or that which could 

be gestating within, it is going 
to need an outside force to 
back it.

There will not be an 
autonomous capitalism in 
Cuba; it doesn’t exist anyplace 
in the world, much less in a 
small, underdeveloped country. 
Cuban capitalism, as in the 
past, can only be semi-colonial 
or neo-colonial. The only 
way the bourgeoisie could 
retake and maintain power in 
Cuba is by way of an external 
power. That is the only option 
to multiply their capital, and 
we already know that the 
bourgeoisie’s homeland is 
capital.

Today a situation exists 
that favors this kind of 
centrist tactics, promoted 
in Cuba from the North. 
The generation that made 
the Revolution is ending its 
historic-biological cycle. Some 
80% of Cubans never lived 
under capitalism. Just imagine. 
Cuba is a country trying to 
build a society different from 
one which the people have 
never experienced. This is a 
period of change and new, 
previously rejected elements 
are being introduced in the 
conception of the socio-
economic model. It is within 
this context that pro-capitalist 
forces construct their pseudo-
revolutionary discourse, only 
for show, attempting to link up 
with changes underway in the 
country.

Does the updating of 
Cuba’s economic, social 
model have any relation to 
centrism?

It does not. I’ll appeal 
to concepts I found in the 
philosophy of Argentine Arturo 
Andrés Roig. It is imperative 
to differentiate two planes: 
discourse and discourse 
directionality, meaning and 
direction. I recall that when 
I studied the decade of the 
1920s, I noticed that Juan 
Marinello and Jorge Mañach 
said almost the same things. 
They addressed very similar 
concepts, because they were 
intellectuals and part of the 
vanguard of Cuban thought 
and art. But if you follow 
the course of their lives, you 
understand that those words 
with similar meanings had very 

to introduce 
capitalism 
through the 
back door. 
This is the role 
the center 
would have 
within a 
society like 
Cuba
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different intentions. Marinello 
joined the Communist Party 
and Mañach founded a party 
with pseudo-fascist tendencies. 
One fought for social justice 
and socialism, while the other 
longed, too late, to become 
the ideologue of a national 
bourgeoisie which no longer 
existed. I don’t believe that this 
rupture was only the result 
of a later evolution; it was 
already implicit in the differing 
historical directionality of their 
discourses.

It is absolutely imperative 
to differentiate directionality, 
today more than ever, because 
we live in a very contaminated, 
promiscuous linguistic 
environment, in a global 
society which has assimilated 
the discourse and traditional 
gestures of the left, especially 
since WWII. The class struggle 
is covered up, and we must 
unmask our interlocutors.

What do the Guidelines 
propose? Seeking an 
alternative route of our own 
to advance toward socialism, 
since no universal model 
exists, and every country, 
every historical moment, 
is specific. Cuban socialism 
means a Cuban path toward a 
society that is different from 
capitalism, in a hostile world, 
facing poverty, an implacable 
blockade, and with few natural 
resources, except for the 
knowledge of its citizens.

This is Cuba’s real situation. 
We propose to maintain and 
expand the social justice we 
have achieved, and to do so, we 
must revitalize our productive 
forces. We therefore establish 

limits on the accumulation 
of wealth and property, and 
we are concerned about the 
mechanisms used to enforce 
these limits. On the contrary, 
centrists, with language similar 
to ours, suggest that we have 
abandoned the idea of social 
justice, but demand more 
profound changes that would 
lead to the dismantling of the 
minimum achieved in terms 
of justice. The “deepening” 
demanded by centrists, from 
both the economic and 
political point of view, is a 
return to capitalism. Divergent, 
critical opinions can and must 
be heard, but they must all be 
directed in the same direction, 
toward the same horizon.

When someone says that 
socialism has not been able 
to eradicate corruption or 
prostitution, it saddens me, 
because it’s true. But at the 
same time, one should ask: 
What would capitalism do 
about this? Make it worse. 
When the accusation 
is not directed toward 
strengthening the system 
we have in the country - the 
only one which can correct 
its defects, deficiencies, and 
errors - but rather toward its 
destruction, the criticism is 
counterrevolutionary.

Because everything we do 
will not be fine. We are going 
to make mistakes, of this we 
can be sure. One who moves 
forward makes mistakes. 
What’s important is to have 
the capacity to rectify and be 
clear about the direction of 
what we are doing, why we are 
doing it. If at some moment 

we lose our way, we will need 
to check the compass. May 
everything we can do now, and 
what we discuss, be marked 
by the clarification of what 
we want and where we are 
headed.

Is it possible to be both 
centrist and at the same 
time revolutionary?

Absolutely not. A reformist 
is not a revolutionary. 
Which doesn’t mean that 
a revolutionary can’t make 
reforms. Revolutionaries made 
the land reform, the urban 
reform… Being a reformist is 
something else.

Reformists believe in 
statistics, in the exhaustive 
descriptions of their 
environment that ends up 
making it incomprehensible. 
A minimal description of this 
room’s walls does not allow us 
to understand where we are, 
because this room is located in 
a building, in a city, in a country. 
That is, in order to be useful, 
the description presupposes 
a broader perspective. To be a 
revolutionary one must take 
the flight of a condor, which is 
what Martí demanded.

Reformists are descriptive; 
they believe that reality 
is limited to what can be 
seen and touched - that is 
why they are confused and 
fail. In politics, a reformist 
can only sum up the social 
environment’s four visible 
elements. The revolutionary 
adds a fifth subjective element, 
that cannot be detected 
in plain sight - an element 

reformists do not take into 
account, because they have 
no confidence in the people. 
We can summarize this fifth 
element recalling the historic 
reunion in

Cinco Palmas of the eight 
survivors of the Granma 
expedition. In Raúl’s words, 
“He (Fidel) embraced me and 
the first thing he did was ask 
how many rifles I had, after 
that the famous phrase: Now, 
yes, we have won the war!” 
This is leaping over the abyss, 
as Martí said.

This is what differentiates a 
revolutionary from a reformist. 
And a centrist is worse than a 
reformist, because in a certain 
way, he is a fake.

In the European tradition, 
all this conceptual, theoretical, 
political drama that has been 
concocted since the 19th 
century gives these debates 
some weight. In Cuba the 
underlying foundations of 
these debates are revealed 
much more clearly. And all of 
this talk of melding capitalism 
with socialism, trying to stay 
on a revolutionary plane of 
discourse, but in practice 
counterrevolutionary, in one 
way or another, from my point 
of view, is also evidence of a 
certain level of cowardice, of 
inability to fight for something 
you believe in. These people 
believe in a project that is 
opposed to ours, but don’t 
have enough political strength, 
or the courage, to say so 
openly.

INTERNATIONALISM: the Unión de Jóvenes 
Comunistas de Cuba (UJC) is the Cuban sister 
organisation of the Young Communist League

VIVA LA REVOLUCION: May Day celebrations 
in Cuba’s capital Havana regularly attract over 
one million workers and farmers. It shows the 
continuing overwhelming support of the Cuban 
people for socialism and their will to defend it
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‘Pure entertainment’ 
is the handle of one 
twitter hashtag about 

the film which is now on its 
way to grossing 600 million 
worldwide, and is being hailed 
by critics as an unmitigated 
triumph. A feminist antiwar 
fable about equality both 
on the battlefield and in 
the superhero genre? That’s 
how the film is being billed. 
Would that it were truly so 
and that in the world of late 
capitalism it was possible to 
concoct something called pure 
entertainment. Unfortunately 
in the world we live in, that is 
hardly the case and the film 
equally can be read as a pro-
war extravaganza that enlists 
and subverts its feminist cause 
in the service of a imperialist 
project, that unfortunately 
brings many of the evils and 
aggression of capitalism to the 
forefront of the superhero 
genre.

Let’s give credit where 
credit is due. This is a 
memorable intervention into 
a genre – the superhero film 
– which has up this point been 
entirely male focused. So that 
when women intervene, in 
say the pretty good Marvel 
Series Agent Carter, on ABC 
which is basically a women’s 
channel, and cancelled after 
two seasons, they originate 
as spin-offs of a male series, 
as Carter was spun off from 
Captain America.

Diana, princess of the 
Amazons brought up in an 
all-female world, though 
one in which she has a black 
nanny who is called her 
teacher, relates that in her 
reading of ancient texts she 
has learned that “Men are 
essential for procreation but 
when it comes to pleasure 
unnecessary,” giving the lie 
to Christian dogma which 
for so long forbid women’s 

pleasure. On the battlefield 
Diana is a marvel, in low-angle 
shots stressing her prowess 
as she destroys the World 
War I Germans, looking a lot 
like World War II Nazis, to an 
anthem that in the DC comic 
universe previously had only 
resounded for its male heroes.

Unfortunately, not 
everyone is cheering. Lebanon, 
still officially at war after 
Israel’s invasion in 2006, its 
fifth invasion of the country, 
has banned the film and 
Jordan and Tunisia are trying 
to figure out whether to 
follow suit. Its star, Gail Godot, 
who in the film fits that 
ultimate Hollywood moniker 
“fresh-faced” and who seems 
innocent in the film, served 
in the Israeli army around the 
time of one of its bloodier 
2004 interventions into the 
Gaza strip.

Unlike some Israeli voices 
of peace, detailed in Amoz 

Gitai’s new film West of 
the Jordan River, Godot, a 
military trainer in the army, 
came out more gung-ho 
than when she entered and 
claimed she traded on her 
weapons use in the army 
to secure a role in the Fast 
and Furious franchise. Most 
notoriously, at the time of the 
2014 Israeli invasion of the 
Gaza Strip – which in comic 
book terms given the might 
and the money behind that 
army is a little like Superman 
versus Bambi – as Palestinian 
women and children were 
being slaughtered, she posted 
on Facebook “I am sending my 
love and prayers to my fellow 
Israeli citizens,…risking their 
lives protecting my country…
We shall overcome!!!”

Godot’s Diana is revealed 
in her full splendor as Wonder 
Woman, the first time we see 
the costume in its entirety, 
as she takes the battlefield 

a feminist anti-war fable?
Feminist anti-war fable, or just another piece of cinematic 
propaganda enlisting feminism to sustain violent imperialism? DENNIS 
BROE  reviews the newly-released Wonder Woman. This article first 
appeared on Culture Matters
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against the Germans. She 
is surprised at any lack of 
equality for women – as 
when she tells the secretary 
of the American spy she has 
befriended, who says her job 
is to go where he tells her to 
go and do what he tells her 
to do, that where she comes 
from that is called slavery. 
And indeed in the Israeli army, 
where the real Godot merges 
with the cinematic Diana, 
there is female equality, with 
mandatory military service 
for women such that by 2011 
33 percent of all the army and 
an astounding 51 percent of 
officers were women. while 
a 2000 law granted women 
equality in serving.

This is echoed in the film 
with the opening sequence 
of the Amazon’s warrior 
training, with this all-female 
island seemingly engaged 
in nothing but battle and 
claiming this preoccupation it 
is for self-defense. Not only 
Godot but all of the Amazons 
seem to speak with an Israeli 
accent which fosters the claim 
that the Israeli army itself, 
perhaps the most aggressive 
army in the world in terms 
of invasions of its neighbor’s 
territories, itself acts out of 
self-defence as both societies 
seem devoted to warfare. It’s 
a country which after being 
awarded 38 billion dollars in 
arms aid by Obama, the largest 
military aid deal in history, 
criticized the award as too 
little.

The feminism in Wonder 
Woman seems to be a very 
battle-ready one. As individual 
male aggression accelerates 
in more warlike and broken 
societies this makes a certain 
amount of sense, but the film 
utterly jettisons the idea that 
a feminist intervention might 
stand for pacifism and a way 
of compelling men to put 
down their weapons. Diana 
half-heartedly stands for peace 
but even she concludes by the 
end of the film that “ending 
war and bringing peace to 
mankind..is impossible… so I 
stay and fight.”

This may be the reality 
of the uneven world late 
capitalism has created, but if 
so it’s a fairly depressing one. 
In a midpoint scene, Diana 
unwittingly scrambles into an 
all-male British Parliamentary 
war debate and is ushered 
out, the point seeming to be 
not that war is wrong but that 
women should be included in 
making war.

If one of the feelgood 
stories of late capitalism, 
where inequality is surging, 
is supposedly women’s 
rights, here that platform is 
refashioned to simply be the 
right to die on the battlefield. 
It’s a misdirection for the 
movement, and somewhat 
akin to the African-American 
deception in being co-opted 
by the military in 1948, in a 
way that has led to a cleavage 
in that community, where it is 
necessary to continually raise 
consciousness over the role of 
an imperial army in maintaining 
global order and killing one’s 
brothers. Now we can add 
killing one’s sisters as well!

The male side of the 
film, involving the spy Steve 
Trevor, has him enlisting a 
band of minorities to fight: 
an Arab, a Native American 
and a Scotsman all enrolled 

under the banner of the white 
patron and risking themselves 
for him. There is also an 
interesting way in which the 
Marvel and DC “universes” 
intersect. Steve Trevor’s act of 
heroism at the end of the film 
is very close to Steve Rogers’ 
act in the Marvel Universe 
in defeating the Nazi Baron 
Zemo in Captain America, 
as the two corporations 
collide in parallel universes 
distinguished for their lack of 
imagination.

In Captain America’s 
male-oriented origin though, 
ultimately the frozen Captain 
America returns to life while 
all those around him die. Here, 
Diana the woman is the one 
living and looking back on 
fallen comrades. That change 
may be miniscule though, and 
one wag praised the success 
of Wonder Woman as scoring 
a badly needed victory for 
a franchise under siege – an 
attempt to enlist us to root 
for Warner Brothers-DC 
which through its generally 
inept films and characters 
has played second fiddle to 
Disney-Marvel. It’s a bit hard 
to call a multimillion dollar 
conglomerate an underdog 
but perhaps that’s what an 
underdog has come to be, 
in the era of all companies 

melding into one, with the 
other Amazon about to move 
into produce distribution after 
buying Whole Foods

Finally, there is the ultimate 
reveal of the villain, not the 
German, Nazi-like and later 
in reality actual Nazi General 
Ludendorff, but the genteel 
Britisher whose civilized 
ways conceals the demon 
and god of war Aries. This 
is an accurate depiction of 
the British empire which has 
continued to make colonial 
mischief after the Nazis were 
long gone. but in the film the 
implication is glided over in 
favor of a simple reveal and is 
obliterated with the special 
effects barrage that follows.

In the context of the 24/7 
warlike nature of the film, 
Wonder Woman’s answer to 
Aries, “humans are everything 
you say but so much more” 
sounds simply like a rationale 
and plea for understanding the 
atrocities of the Israeli army. 
And not only that, but a plea 
for sustaining the capitalist 
and imperialist wars of 
dispossession which this film 
unfortunately is more than just 
lightly engaged in boosting.

For more articles 
go online to www.
culturematters.org.uk

ANTI-WAR?: or bourgeois feminism 
in support of imperialism and war?



30

MUSIC REVIEWS

Music Reviews

Belle and Sebastian’s latest single for a good while was a big source of excitement 
for fans everywhere. “We were beautiful” [before this went down . . .] is decent 
but fairly average given what we know the band are capable of producing. Far 
from being spent talents the band’s last album ‘Girls in Peacetime Want to Dance’ 
contained tracks that wouldn’t have been out of place at the height of their 
fame. This single however is a bit bland. The quick tempo R&B style drum beat 
doesn’t tie in well with Stuart Murdoch’s gentle voice. Lyrically it’s a bit oblique 
and uninspired. That being said its still definitely worth a listen long-time fan or 
otherwise.

Belle and Sebastian

RATING: 6/10

We Were Beautiful
by Johnnie Hunter

“Glue” is another great pop offering from Fickle Friends who, not tempting fate, 
don’t seem to have released a bad track to date. You would rightly deride anyone 
who says “you can’t help but nod along to it” but in this instance – fair comment. 
The upbeat poppy sound is characterised by a medley of synth, keyboard and 
layered vocals. Natassja Shiner’s voice is a fantastic compliment. The lyrics are 
simple but sexy, “your lips are like glue”. The subject matter – kissing someone 
when you’re tipsy in a dangerously public fashion – is pretty close to universal. 
Again, don’t be put off by the fact that the song is used to advertise ‘Made in 
Chelsea’ on E4. Haters gonna to hate.

Fickle Friends

RATING: 8/10

Glue
by Joanne Summers

The “Sleep of Reason” is Billy Bragg’s take on Trump’s America, the chorus 
surmises – “the sleep of reason produces monsters”. Musically the single is 
slightly less country than Bragg’s last solo album ‘Tooth and Nail’ but still within 
that genre. All in all, to listen to it isn’t that bad. But that’s about as far as you 
would go. Certainly better than some tracks on ‘Tooth and Nail’ but nothing on 
the albums that made his career. If it was brought out by an unknown artist you 
wouldn’t give it a second listen. Lyrically, and Bragg’s career is founded on his 
brilliant lyrics, this is nothing special. The pop at the Alt-Right is timely but feels 
like a bit of a pander. There’s none of the righteous anger found on ‘Brewing Up’ 
or ‘Internationale’. Indeed the chorus refrain, “so it goes”, summons the same 
nihilism and resignation as the famous phrase from Slaughterhouse-five which 
he’s unintentionally(?) quoting.

Billy Bragg

RATING: 5/10

The Sleep of Reason
by Johnnie Hunter
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Let’s go,
passionate prophet of dawn,
along unexplored wireless paths
to set free the green alligator you so love.

Let’s go,
defeating insults with our fronts
full of Marti’s rebel stars,
let’s swear to achieve victory or meet with 
death.

When the first shot sounds and wakes
with virginal wonder the entire countryside,
we will be there, beside you,
serene combatants.

When your voice shouts from the rooftops,
agrarian reform, justice, bread, freedom,
we will be there, beside you,
with identical accents.

And when we reach the end
of the sanitary operation against the tyrant,
we will be there, beside you,
awaiting the final battle.

The day the beast licks its wounded flank
where the nationalizing dart strikes it,
we will be there, beside you,
with a proud heart.

Don’t ever think they can diminish our 
integrity
those decorated fleasarmed with gifts;
We asked for a rifle, bullets and a group.
Nothing more.

And if iron stands in our way
we ask for a shroud of Cuban tears
to cover the guerrilla remains
on the journey to American history.
Nothing more.”

Poetry Corner
Song to Fidel
by Ernesto ‘Che’ 
Guevara 

Pictured: Ernesto Che Guevara 1928 - 1967

Che Guevara was an 
Argentinean-born, Cuban 
revolutionary leader 

who alongside Fidel Castro goes 
down in history as one of the 
greatest figures of the Cuban 
Revolution and arguably the 20th 
Century. One of his portraits, 
from the lens of Alberto Korda 
(right), is one the world’s most 
reproduced images.

Ernesto Guevara de la Serna, 
known as Che Guevara, was 
born on 14 June 1928 in Rosario, 
Argentina into a middle-class 
family. He studied medicine 
at Buenos Aires University 
and during this time travelled 
widely in South and Central 
America. The chronic poverty 
and oppression he witnessed 
led Che to  Marxism-Leninism 
and convinced him that the 
only solution to Latin America’s 
problems was armed revolution.

In 1954 he went to Mexico 
and the following year he met 
Fidel Castro. Guevara joined 
Castro’s ‘26th July Movement’ 
aboard the Granma and played a 
key role in the eventual success 

of its guerrilla war against Cuban 
dictator Fulgencio Batista.

Castro overthrew Batista 
in 1959 and took power 
in Cuba. From 1959-1961, 
Guevara was president of the 
National Bank of Cuba, and 
then minister of industry. In this 
position, he travelled the world 
as an ambassador for Cuba. 
At home, he carried out plans 
for land redistribution and the 
nationalisation of industry.

 In 1966 Che travelled to 
Bolivia to lead forces rebelling 
against the government of René 
Barrientos Ortuño. 

With CIA assistance, the 
Bolivian army assassinated 
Che on 9 October 1967 in the 
Bolivian village of La Higuera and 
his body was buried in a secret 
location. In 1997 his remains 
were discovered, exhumed and 
returned to Cuba. Che was 
reburied along with six of his 
comrades at a specially built 
mausoleum in Santa Clara where 
he had commanded over the 
decisive military victory of the 
Cuban Revolution.

“
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Back 2 Basics
Part fourteen: 
Trade Unions

The nature of trades 
unions under both 
capitalism and socialism 

is a question which has 
occupied many sections of 
the international Marxist 
movement since the beginning 
of the 20th century and 
before.  The basics are, of 
course, obvious.  Trades 
unions are formed where 
workers unite to defend their 
immediate interests against 
those of capital.  In fact, the 
very existence of trades 
unions is due to the basic 
contradiction between labour 
and capital.  The primary 
motivation of capital is to 
increase the surplus value 

extracted from the workers.  
The basic motivation of labour 
is to receive the maximum 
proportion of the value they 
create through a day’s labour.  
In spite of labour-saving 
devices, capital-saving devices, 
etc., ultimately, one can only 
be increased at the expense of 
the  other.  Therefore, there is 
a basic contradiction between 
their objective interests.

Capital, by the very nature 
of capitalist society, holds all 
the cards in this game and 
can hire and fire labour at 
will, whilst the working class 
exists precisely because it has 
no other way to earn a living 
except by selling its 

labour.  The 
working class 
only has two 
weapons on its 
side, 

powerful though they are: 
its overwhelming numerical 
superiority and the ability to 
withdraw the labour upon 
which capital relies in order 
to create surplus value.  This 
is where trades unions come 
in.  They are the mechanism 
whereby workers can organise 
collectively to defend 
their interests using 
any means 
up to and 
including 
withdrawing 
their labour – 
the strike.

Due to 
the nature of 
the day-to-
day struggle 
between labour 
and capital, the 
issues 

on which Trades Unions are 
organised tend to be the 
‘economistic’ concerns of pay, 
terms and conditions, Labour 
rights, Health and Safety 
legislation.  However, the 
basic contradiction between 
labour and capital can, of 
course, only be removed 
by changing the nature of 
society itself, and the mode 
of production specifically, to 
abolish exploitation and the 
extraction of surplus value 
from the workers.  This is of 

course the struggle for 
socialism.  Trades 
unions, therefore, 
are formed on the 

basis 

pic: Alan Cirker

Back2Basics is a regular feature in Challenge, 
an ongoing series of articles of Marxist Concepts 
made east. The whole series is also available as a 
paperback pamphlet
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of fighting for worker’s 
immediate aims, whereas the 
struggle for socialism is about 
realising their ultimate aim – 
an end to exploitation.  This 
difference lays the basis for 
different forms of working 
class consciousness – basic 
trades union consciousness 
and socialist consciousness or 
true class consciousness.

One of the biggest 
questions for socialists and 
Communists has been how 
to build class consciousness 
amongst the mass of the 
working class.  A lot of this, of 
course rests on how we relate 
to the most advanced sections 
of the working class, those 
who are already organised 
in trades unions and who 
already possess a basic level 
of trades union consciousness 
and understand on some level 
the contradiction between 
the interests of capital and 
their own interests, those of 
labour.      One of the most 
damaging contributions to this 
debate has been the ultra-
left position that this trades 
union consciousness is itself a 
barrier to class consciousness, 
that those workers who 
are already organised are 
less able to understand the 
necessity for socialism than 
those who aren’t.  This leads 
to the argument that the 
trades unions themselves are 
reactionary bodies which 
socialists should abstain from 
– forming ‘pure’ organisations 
of those who already accept 
the need for socialism.

Of course it is true that, 
while the dominant form of 
consciousness within the 
unions is basic trades unions 
consciousness, the leaderships 
of such unions will tend to be 
composed of reactionaries 
and their policies will, on the 
whole, be far short of those 
we may desire.  This may also 

be self-reinforcing.  However, 
the solution cannot lie with 
isolating ourselves from the 
most advanced sections of 
the working class on the 
grounds that they are not 
‘revolutionary’ enough.  This 
can only lead to socialist 
organisations remaining 
isolated at the fringes of 
society.  The solution, of 
course, has to lie with working 
to build class consciousness 
within these ‘reactionary’ 
trades unions.

Furthermore, this cannot 
simply be a case of winning 
key elections, denouncing 
prominent reactionaries and 
passing progressive policies, 
as important as all of these 
are.  Our work must consist 
of actually changing the 
consciousness of the mass of 
ordinary workers within the 
unions.  We cannot fall into 
the trap of thinking that the 
majority of members in these 
unions would agree with us 
if we could just defeat a few 
well-placed reactionaries.  
Unfortunately, the truth is 
that the majority of members 
of these unions will need a 
significant amount of political 
education – education of the 
type learnt through struggling 
for immediate goals – before 
they will accept the necessity 
of socialism and communism.  
This, then, must be the nature 
of our work within the unions. 

It is in this context that 
Lenin referred to the Trades 
Unions as a “school of 
Communism”.

If you’re a member 
of the YCL and want 
more information 
about getting involved 
in trade union activity 
please contact 
office@ycl.org.uk

REACTIONARY: John Hannet, (pictured) leader 
of notoriously right wing shop workers union 
USDAW. Despite representing some of the 
most exploited workers, Hannet champions 
‘partnership working’ sweetheart deals which 
surrender the right to strike. Hannet also funnels 
thousands in union funds to right wing Labour 
Party candidates and the Progress group.

CLASS CONSCIOUS: Labour Movement legend, 
the late Bob Crow (pictured) former leader 
of the RMT. Bob Crow championed labour 
militancy and a willingness to strike to win gains 
from bosses. With Bob at the helm RMT won 
better conditions for their members, regularly 
facing down Blairite and Tory governments.
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...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
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...Part of an international movement
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progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
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nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
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...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.
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