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editorial
The Party and 
the YCL will 
need to work 
hard to dispel 
the myths and 
propaganda 
of EU 
apologists and 
supporters nd 
expose the 
true nature of 
the European 
Union

Johnnie 
Hunter

Dear Comrades,

Welcome to another edition of Challenge in a particularly important period 
of political struggle.

I am sure I will echo all members of the YCL in thanking our outgoing 
General Secretary, comrade Zoe Hennessy, for her hard work and 
dedication to the League in her two years in the position. I would also like 
to congratulate comrade Owain Holland, our new General Secretary (p.8), 
on assuming the role and wish him the best of luck in pushing the YCL 
forward with continued vigour.

We take this chance to extend comradely greetings to our comrades in 
the Communist Party of Ireland and the Connolly Youth Movement as they 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Easter Rising (pp.14-15).

The biggest event on the immediate horizon will be the EU referendum on 
the 23rd of June this year. The Party and the YCL will need to work hard to 
dispel the myths and propaganda of EU apologists and supporters (pp.10-
13) and expose the true nature of the European Union.  That is as a pro-
business bosses club which has gone as far as aiding and abetting fascists in 
Ukraine (p.9) in order to acheive it’s objectives.

There are other challenges ahead for the British Communist movement. 
The Party and the YCL must rise to the task of reform outlined in the 
Party’s “Communist Renewal” strategy (pp.16-17). 

As YCLers we must place particular emphasis in the coming months on new 
attempts and new strategies to reach and organise young workers currently 
alientated by the traditional trade union movement (pp.18-19).

The pro-Zionist backlash against the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement must also be challenged and defeated (p.20) and solidarity 
with the people of Palestine redoubled.

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through writing 
articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t hesitate to get 
in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or writing to Challenge, Ruskin 
House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.
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IN THE NEWS

New footage was 
unearthed of the 
famous British-Soviet 

double agent Kim Philby in 
East Germany in 1981 giving 
an account of his time at MI6 
spying on behalf of the USSR.

The film is of Philby giving 
a lecture to members of the 
East German Intelligence 
Service, the Stasi. Philby 
describes how he was first 
drawn to Communist theory 
and how he was first recruited 
by Soviet Intelligence.

Philby finishes the lecture 
explaining that “all I had to 
do really was keep my nerve. 
So my advice to you is to tell 
all your agents that they are 

never to confess.”
Philby was arguably the 

Soviet Union’s most successful 
double agent and the highest 
level British defector to the 
Socialist camp during the Cold 
War. After his discovery Philby 
defected to the USSR in 1963 
and lived out the remainder of 
his life in Moscow till his death 
in 1988.

Although Philby is much 
derided in the West as the 
“ultimate traitor”, he was 
considered a hero in the 
Soviet Union. The information 
he provided on British, US 
and NATO espionage and 
war preparations helped the 
Socialist countries maintain 

World peace and arguably 
saved thousands if not 
hundreds of thousands of lives.

Born into the British 
upper class Harold (Kim) 
Philby, the son of a British 
Diplomat in colonial India, 
was privately educated and 
attended Cambridge. This was 
where he first encountered 
Socialist politics and was 
drawn to Marxism Leninism by 
Cambridge lecturer and CPGB 
member Maurice Dobb.

You can read more about 
the life and contribution 
of Kim Philby in his 
autobiography “My Silent War”.

in the news
New Kim Philby Lecture Discovered

Scottish Labour Leader 
Kezia Dugdale has 
come out as gay in 
an interview with the 

Fabian Society. Ms Dugdale 
revealed she has had a female 
partner for many years.

Many have commented 
positively on the Scottish 
media’s treatment of the 
revelation and the lack of 
spectacle attached.

Dugdale is the latest 
leader of a major Scottish 
Party to reveal she is LGBT 
.  Conservative leader Ruth 
Davidson, Green Party leader 
Patrick Harvie and UKIP 
leader David Coburn are all 
LGBT.

Many have now 
commented that the Scottish 
Parliament can now be 
considered the “gayest” in the 
World.

Ms Dugdale commented 
that “The journey Scotland has 
taken since those horror days 
of Section 28 is remarkable.”

Section 28 was a law 
enacted by Thatcher 
forbidding the discussion of 
homosexuality in schools.

Scottish 
Parliament 
“Gayest” 
in the 
World

HERO: Soviet Double Agent Kim Philby in newly 
discovered footage
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IN THE NEWS

The so called Panama 
Papers and the 
revelations on 
corruption contained 

within them have sent political 
shock waves throughout the 
world in recent weeks.

Over 11 million documents 
were leaked from a 
Panamanian Law firm Mossack 
Fonseca.

The firm is used by 
thousands of individuals and 
corporations worldwide to 
evade tax, launder money, 
circumvent international 
sanctions and stash huge sums 
in off-shore tax havens.

The papers have revealed 
links to more than a dozen 
current and former heads 
of state including Vladimir 
Putin and our very own 
David Cameron. Scores 

more in terms of relatives 
of high ranking political 
figures worldwide have been 
identified in the papers.

Around 200,000 companies, 
most of them registered in the 
British Virgin Islands have also 
been implicated by the leak.

Although it was well known 
that tax evasion was occuring 
in Britain and globally on 
a sizable scale, the Panama 
Papers have exposed its 
precise details and the truly 
gigantic scale.

While not technically 
illegal in capitalist countries 
tax avoidance is offiicially 
frowned upon but is tacitly 
condoned with little being 
done to investigate or penalise 
offenders.

Iceland’s Prime Minister, 
Sigmundur Davíð 

Gunnlaugsson, was forced to 
resign amid protests in the 
capital Reykjavik after being 
exposed.

It was revealed that David 
Cameron benefitted from his 
late father’s offshore trust, 
Blairmore Investment Fund.

The trust was Panama based 
and paid no UK tax.

Cameron had initially 
dodged questions on the 
subject but has been forced 
to admit his involvement but 
has maintained he has done 
“nothing illegal”.

In the wake of this there 
have been calls for Cameron 
to step down from the left and 
the Labour Party.

A demonstration has been 
organised for 16th April at 
1pm outside Downing Street 
to demand he resign

Syrian Government 
troops successfully 
took back control 
of the ancient city of 

Palmyra in central Syria from 
Islamic State fanatics on the 
28th of March.

Islamic State seized the 
town, and the famous ruins 
which are a UNESCO world 
heritage site, in May 2015 
when they were overrunning 
vast swathes of Syria and 
Iraq.

The Syrian Army 
managed to drive out 
ocupying IS fighters after 
days of bitter fighting with 
support from Russian troops 
and air support.

Evidence of IS atrocities 
were quickly discovered. A 
mass grave was exhumed 
on the edge of Palmyra 
containing over 40 corpses 
of men, women and children.

IS fanatics had also 
damaged the 2,000 year old 
ruins which they deemed 
“heretical”. Three temples 
had been destroyed as 
well as the famous Arch of 
Triumph. 

Luckily however Syria’s 
antiquities chief, Maamoun 
Abdulkarim commented“We 
were expecting the worst. 
But the landscape, in general, 
is in good shape,” 

The defeat represents 
the latest setback for Islamic 
State who have lost much 
territory in Iraq in Syria this 
year..

Russin airstrikes and 
other military support 
have arguably been pivotal 
from turning the tide in the 
country’s five year civil war 
for the Syrian Government.

The government says 
that Palmyra, with it’s 
military airport, will be 
springboard for further 
attacks against IS.

Murdoch’s Sun has 
made yet another 
comical attempt 
to smear Jeremy 

Corbyn who continues to 
build strong momentum as 
leader of the Labour Party.

Mr Corbyn has made gains 
recently with opinion polls 
putting Labour ahead of the 
Tories.

Past attacks have included 
everyhting from Corbyn’s 
dress sense to his “lack of 
patriotism”.

This latest smear story 
chose to target JC’s strong 
links with the People’s Daily, 
the Morning Star.

The “exclusive” story 

featured the title “Jeremy 
Corbyn spends taxpayers’ cash 
for daily delivery of communist 
paper Morning Star” with the 
particularly shocking tag line 

“copies ‘lie about all over the 
place’ in his office”.

The Sun notes that Mr 
Corbyn used to have a column 
in the paper and that the 
Morning Star is the only daily 
Socialist paper in Britain with 
a readership of 10,000. But 
sees this as little justification 
for Corbyn’s office having it 
ordered along with the other 
national daily papers.

No one else is likely to be as 
incensed by this story as the 
Sun’s own hack journalists. As 
for the Morning Star surely it 
can only benefit from the free 
advertising!

Ancient City 
of Palmyra 
Liberated 
from Islamic 
State

The Sun’s Corbyn Smear

Panama Papers
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NEW COMMUNIST 
PARTY PAMPHLET:

EU Withdrawal - The People’s 
Answer to Austerity

A Communist 
Party pamphlet 
by International 
Secretary Professor 
John Foster who 
puts the case the 
social gains since 
WWII are being 
wiped out by 
the EU and that 
EU withdrawal 
is the answer to 
austerity, racism 
and xenophobia

£2 +p&p
available at www.communist-party.org.uk/

Any attempts at achieving 
gender equality are 
effectively pointless until 

we admit that capitalism must 
be overthrown in doing so.

Capitalism exists to 
exploit the vast majority of 
the human population who 
are unfortunate enough to 
find themselves born into the 
working class. It maintains 
itself by keeping the working 
class divided and stratified so 
that there are barriers placed 
in the way of the working class 
that must be overcome before 
the workers are able to unite 
and overthrow capitalism. 
These barriers take many 
forms and capitalism tends to 
take advantage of pre-existing 
differences present within 
the human population such 
as race, nationality, sexual 
orientation and of course the 
largest; gender.

The patriarchy actually 
predates capitalism, but 
evidently it was useful to 

previous systems. Technically 
capitalism doesn’t actually 
need the patriarchy to 
be present as an inherent 
mechanism within the system. 
So, feasibly, the patriarchy 
could be abolished and gender 
equality could be achieved 
within capitalism. So say the 
liberal feminists, but such 
a victory would be hollow. 
Without one of its largest 
mechanisms to divide the 
working class the needs of 
capitalism to keep the workers 
divided would mean some 
other form of division through 
discrimination would be 
needed to enable capitalism to 
ensure its continued success. 
This would likely mean an 
increase of other divisions 
such as race, nationality or a 
deepening of the oppression 
of certain strata within the 
working class. Neoliberalism 
in the modern era has been 
prepared to make concessions 
to the feminist movement; 

notably seen in the rise of 
business women, women that 
have now been able to break 
into the upper echelons of 
the corporate world. But we 
should ask ourselves; has the 
whole feminist movement up 
until now fought so hard and 
used so much effort merely to 
have a select few women, the 
1% placed in the boardrooms 
of large companies? Despite 
this supposed gender equality 
(that’s not to say true gender 
equality has yet been achieved 
but that is what we are 
encouraged to think) we have 
seen a huge deepening in the 
physical equality in society, a 
huge unprecedented rise in 
foodbank use, cutting of all 
kinds of benefits including 
benefits to the disabled. Many 
women have been affected 
by such cuts even if they 
now have a modicum of 
bourgeois equality. So where 
capitalism may be prepared 
to make concessions in some 

respects it will take the 
pressure off one area that it 
exploits and shift it to another. 

So we see that whilst 
the feminist movement may 
be able to achieve some, let’s 
face it, fairly cosmetic reforms 
of the patriarchy under 
capitalism the way for both the 
patriarchy to be abolished and 
for every woman to achieve 
meaningful equality is socialism. 
A system that unites, rather 
than divides the working 
class and has no interest in 
exploiting the differences 
between groups and 
populations and will enable 
society to move towards a 
truly classless society free of 
all divisions along lines of race, 
gender etc.

YCL Executive Committee

YCL EC Statement on 2016 
International Womens’ Day
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Chancellor George 
Osborne may be a 
particularly odious 

specimen however, it is 
important to keep in mind that 
austerity and its effects are not 
merely the result of one nasty 
man, nor even one nasty party. 
Austerity is the mechanism 
used to concentrate wealth 
back into the upper echelons 
of society. A clawing back of 
the social democratic reforms 
of the welfare state. It is in 
essence; class war.

As representatives 
of monopoly capital we can 
hardly expect the Tory Party 
to do anything but increase 
taxes for the common people 
whilst giving multi-national 
corporations and the money-
men behind them further tax 
breaks. Make no mistake this is 
despicable as it concentrates 

class divisions, increases 
poverty, deprives the disabled 
and removes and reduces 
essential public services. Whilst 
at the same time the wealth of 
the already very wealthy few.

This can be dressed 
in all the faux-progressive, 
seemingly well-intentioned 
waffle Osborne needs to 
dress the budget in to make 
in appear more palatable to 
voters, such as the ‘sugar tax’, 
but at the end of the day a 
budget such as this is simply a 
method of shifting the balance 
further in favour of vastly 
wealthy capitalists.

It has been good 
to see the Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn attack 
Osborne’s budget in the 
House of Commons, although 
no-doubt there are those in 
the Parliamentary Labour 

Party who would seek to 
implement similar policies 
and many more who would 
go along with policies should 
the leadership have a different 
stance, despite the grassroots 
at the foot of the Labour 
Party having shown itself to be 
opposed to austerity. It is also 
important to remember that 
Britain’s membership of the EU 
puts the British Government 
under certain obligations 
to cut public spending and 
reduce the deficit. Which is a 
factor that would affect future 
budgets of any government in 
power that remained within 
the EU – even if they wished 
to fight austerity.

The first immediate 
goal of a socialist Britain 
would be to halt and reverse 
austerity and to begin 
reinstating public services 

and placing them under 
public ownership. Neither of 
which could be done within 
the EU or with any of the 
representatives of the capitalist 
class, be they members of the 
Conservative Party or the 
Parliamentary Labour Party.

This means we must 
support Corbyn’s vulnerable 
parliamentary leadership 
whilst at the same time 
spreading our class line on the 
European Union and above 
all continuing to ensure we 
build our movement and class 
consciousness.

No to the budget! No 
to the Capitalist Class! We 
need public ownership now!

YCL Executive Committee

YCL EC Response to 
Osborne’s 2016 Budget

High quality steel making 
is the foundation of a 
modern manufacturing 

economy and the whole 
industry in Britain must be 
returned to public ownership. 
To leave the future of this 
foundation industrial sector 
in the hands of hedge funds 
and other private owners 
who care only about profits 
and base their investment 
strategies on quick returns 
and public subsidies is highly 
irresponsible.

It must also be 
recognised that the scale of 
state aid needed to protect 
steelmaking in Britain, including 
guarantees to the suppliers, 
contractors and workers in 
the supply chain and controls 
on imports from Europe 
(which are seven times those 
from China), would breach the 
very EU policies which have 

already done huge damage 
to the steel industry here. 
That is why EU rules will have 
to be defied by any British 
government that genuinely 
wants ro safeguard the long-
term future of the industry. 

Communist Party EC

“The mortal threat to 
the steel industry 
underlines the need 

for a federal Britain in which 
a Welsh parliament has the 
powers and resources to 
rescue our economy from 
market forces’, the party’s 
Welsh chairperson, Laura 
Picand has stated.

Ms Picand is also the 
Welsh Communist Party’s 
lead candidate in South Wales 
West, where the Port Talbot 
steelmaking plant is located.

‘The Royal Bank of 

Scotland was bailed out and 
nationalised with £45bn of 
public money - enough to see 
the steel industry through 
every trade cycle for the next 
500 years’, she argued, ‘yet the 
British government refuses 
to rescue steel for a tiny 
fraction of that and the Welsh 
government can’t afford to’.

The Communists will 
also be raising the question 
of Britain’s membership of 
the European Union during 
their election campaign. The 
party argues that EU treaties 
prohibit state subsidies to help 
vital industries through a crisis, 
while banning import controls 
on EU steel which are seven 
times greater than Britain’s 
imports from China.

‘The British and Welsh 
governments should take all 
the necessary steps to ensure 
steel production in Port Talbot 

and elsewhere, in defiance 
of EU rules’, Ms Picand 
demanded.

Welsh Communists 
are standing 20 candidates 
and contesting all five regions 
in the National Assembly 
elections on May 5.

The Welsh Communist 
Party’s other regional lists will 
be headed by its secretary 
Trevor Jones in North Wales, 
Catrin Ashton in Mid and 
West Wales, Tommy Roberts 
in South Wales East and the 
party’s Britain-wide general 
secretary Robert Griffiths in 
South Wales Central.

Communist Party Wales

Welsh Communists say: 
Save Steel - Defy the EU!



I take up the mantle of 
General Secretary of the 
YCL with a certain amount 

of regret that my predecessor 
Zoe has made the decision to 
step down. I’m sure you’ll all 
join me in thanking her for the 
work she has done at the helm 
of our organisation.

If you’ve been reading 
your Morning Star, as any good 
cadre should, then you will no 
doubt have read some of the 
good work she is doing as a 
Star reporter, so where we 
have lost a General Secretary 
we have gained a journalist to 
tell our side of the story – not 
something there is many of 
these days.

I have been elected 
by the YCL’s Executive 
Committee to serve until our 
next congress in December 
where our outgoing EC will 
review the work done since 
they were elected and where 
you, the membership, will get 
the chance to elect the next 

Executive Committee.
Until congress there is 

much to be done. Foremost 
in most people’s minds will be 
the pending EU referendum. 
It is vital that we make our 
position on the EU heard: the 
EU is a neoliberal organisation 
built for the sole purpose of 
servicing monopoly capital. 
Its anti-democratic structures 
exist precisely because these 
big multinational corporations, 
such as those currently 
dictating what they want to 
the EU autocrats, do not 
want democracy to present a 
barrier to their profits. This is 
why the EU is unreformable.

The only option must 
be an exit. Throughout the 
campaign you will no doubt 
hear others on the left saying 
things along the lines of “we 
can’t leave the EU whilst the 
Tories are in charge because 
they’ll strip away all our rights 
at work”.

As if the EU gave us 

these rights in the first place! 
Any labour laws that exist 
to protect us in work are 
the result of a long process 
of trade unionism and 
generations of working class 
people who took the fight 
to their employers and the 
government. Obviously the 
Tories are going to use any 
chance they get to strip our 
rights away to cut operating 
costs for those who bankroll 
them, but what have they done 
to stop the Trade Union Act? 
Where has the EU been when 
our steel needed saving?

I don’t think we can 
sensibly predict the outcome 
of the EU referendum, but 
regardless of the ultimate 
outcome we will still be living 
in the capitalist system. That is 
why it is so vital that we grow 
the Communist movement in 
Britain. A strong Communist 
movement has always in the 
past been linked to a strong 
and militant working class and 

this must remain our most 
important aim on the road to 
Socialism.

Our continued 
international and solidarity 
work is also important. At the 
WFDY General Assembly in 
November last year, I was able 
to hear from comrades from 
across the globe about the 
struggles being faced by anti-
imperialist youth. In particular 
I heard from a very brave 
comrade from the Lenin’s 
Communist Society of Youth 
of Ukraine who detailed his 
experience of fascist brutality 
in Ukraine – an issue we have 
been actively campaigning 
against. Fascism is rising across 
Europe and we must act to 
counter it.

So you can see there 
is much to do, and there has 
never been a better time to 
join and get actively involved in 
the YCL. For peace, jobs and 
socialism!
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GENERAL SECRETARY

At a meeting of the 
Young Communist 
League Executive 
Committee  on 20th 
February 2016, Owain  
Holland was elected 
as the new General 
Secretary of the YCL, 
with Johnnie Hunter 
replacing him as 
Chairperson. Owain’s 
election followed the 
decision of our long-
standing comrade 
Zoe Hennessy to step 
down from the role. 
Below is a statement 
from Owain to the 
YCL on his election

New YCL General Secretary;

Comrade Owain representing the YCL at the WFDY 
General Assembly in Havana, Cuba, last year
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Concerning the terrible 
situation in Ukraine 
today, there is one 

important issue that is 
often glossed over in the 
mainstream media: the revival 
of fascism in Ukraine, and its 
ascension to state power, after 
the Euromaidan “revolution” in 
February 2014.

The political situation has 
changed in favour of far-right 
movements since the elections 
of 26th October 2014. 
Politicians, including current 
President Poroshenko, have 
encouraged and themselves 
inspired far-right nationalist 
feeling. Poroshenko has 
declared that 14th October 
will be a national holiday 
marking the creation of the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army 

(UPA), which committed 
ethnic cleansing against Polish 
and Jewish populations, as well 
as collaborating with Nazi 
Germany.

The Radical Party, which 
received 1.7 million votes 
and 22 deputies in those 
elections, has within its ranks 
their leader Oleg Lyashko, 
and Sergei Melnichuk and 
Igor Mosiychuk, both of them 
now parliamentarians. Lyashko 
boasts videos of himself where 
he enters people’s homes 
with gunmen in order to 
kidnap and interrogate them. 
Melnichuk is the former leader 
of the volunteer battalion 
Aidar. According to Amnesty 
International, the “neo-Nazi” 
Aidar battalion “commits 
war crimes reminiscent of 

ISIS”. Mosiychuk has already 
been arrested on charges of 
kidnapping and torture.

On 2 May 2014 in Odessa, 
48 people were brutally 
murdered in a fire in the 
House of Trade Unions, set 
alight by Euromaidan fascists. 
Many tried to jump out of the 
windows of the building, but 
unknown assailants beat them 
to death with blunt objects 
after their escape. Nobody 
was charged for this crime, 
and both Amnesty and Human 
Rights Watch have condemned 
such activities in Ukraine. 
Nonetheless, the Ukrainian 
authorities have not acted, 
and the Western governments 
have not spoken out. On the 
contrary, the West has lent 
its present political support 

FASCIST UKRAINE

Fascist paramilitary forces such as the Azov and Aidar battalions have committed 
atrocities across Ukraine. Leading members have entered Parliament and government 
under the US-EU-NATO installed Kiev coup government

ROBIN TALBOT explains how integrated into the fabric of the EU-US-
NATO backed Kiev coup government neo-Nazis have become

Western 
governments 
have not 
spoken out. On 
the contrary, 
the West has 
lent its present 
political support 
and even it’s 
troops, who 
are training 
the Ukrainian 
military right 
now
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and even its troops, who are 
training the Ukrainian military 
right now.

The tragedy in Odessa 
is symbolic of the wider 
atmosphere of political 
repression, as fascists enter 
the organs of the state, and 
the subsequent breakdown 
of the rule of law, whereby 
the democratic rights of all 
citizens are protected.

The list of abuses by the 
Ukrainian authorities goes 
on, and information is widely 
available – for example, the 
recent closure of independent 
Gamma TV, as reported in 
the Morning Star. However, 
the European Union, NATO 
and the United States ignore 
these unconscionable attacks, 
manipulations and oppressive 
acts on the part of the new 
government because they 
are only interested in their 
imperialist confrontation with 
Russia.

This is why we are 
members of the Solidarity 
with Antifascist Resistance 
in Ukraine campaign (https://
ukraineantifascistsolidarity.
wordpress.com), the British 
organisation formed to 
support anti-fascists and 
democratic rights in Ukraine.

Our campaign puts 
pressure on the Ukrainian 
and British authorities to 
admit the reality of events in 
Ukraine, but most importantly, 
it shows our comrades and 
the people in Ukraine that 
many around the world realise 
and oppose the turn of events 
there, as well as the imperialist 
agenda of many of our own 
governments that is causing 
their suffering.

Robin Talbot is a member 
of the Young Communist 
League Executive 
Committee.

1 Outside the EU, 
Britain would be 
isolated and lose 

its influence.

Most of the world 
is outside the EU, including 
six of the world’s 10 biggest 
economies. Britain, the fifth 
biggest, would make that seven.

The BRICS economies 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa) account for 31% 
of world output and more 
than half of global economic 
growth. The EU share of global 
GDP has fallen continuously 
from 28% in 1990 to 17% in 
2015. Less than half (48%) of 
Britain’s external trade is with 
the EU — even less (46%) if 
non-EU trade routed through 
Rotterdam is excluded.

Britain would 
retain its membership of 
the UN Security Council, 
the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD), 
the Council of Europe, the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) and many other 
international bodies, and regain 
its own independent seat at 
the World Trade Organisation.

2 Britain would be 
free to negotiate 
its own foreign, 

trade and defence 
policies in partnership 
with other countries 
across the world.

The EU is a vital source 
of employment, including 
three million jobs that depend 
on exports to Europe as 
our largest market. All the 
EU structural funds spent in 
Britain (£4.6bn forecast for 
2016) are dwarfed by our 
annual net contribution to 
the EU budget (£15.2bn in 
2016). In other words, Britain 

outside the EU could spend 
four times more on these 
agricultural, social and regional 
programmes by redeploying 
this net contribution.

Just under half the 
stock (48%) of foreign direct 
investment in Britain is from 
the EU, unchanged for a 
decade or more. But while 
the flow of new investment 
from the EU has shrunk to 
19% (latest 2014), the inflow 
remains constant from US 
companies (around 55%) and 
continues to grow from the 
Far East (22%).

The share of Britain’s 
exports going to EU states 
has dropped steadily from 
over half (55%) in 2007 to less 
than half (44%) in 2015. More 
jobs in Britain now depend 
on exports to the rest of the 
world. Britain’s trade deficit 
with the EU has trebled, while 
that with the rest of the world 
has been cut by two thirds.

In the run up to the EU referendum on 23rd June 
the Communist Party has produced a pamphlet 
which aims to dispel 12 of the most commonly 
misheld myths about the European Union
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Britain’s non-EU 
exports are growing by 5% 
a year — while exports to 
the EU decline. By far the 
biggest growth markets are 
China, Switzerland and the 
Middle East. We don’t need 
to become part of the USA 
or China to have trading and 
other relations with them 
— why should the EU be 
different?

EU treaties and 
laws prohibit member 
state governments from 
taking measures to save or 
create jobs which ‘distort’ 
competition and the free 
movement of capital, labour 
and commodities. This 
includes subsidies, import 
or capital controls, public 
procurement contracts 
favouring local workers or 
firms etc. Such restrictions 
have helped destroy millions 
of jobs in Britain in steel, coal, 
manufacturing and agriculture 
since joining the European 
Economic Community in 1973.

Outside the EU, Britain 
could negotiate mutually 
beneficial agreements with 
other countries instead 
of secretive EU pacts that 
benefit big business, such as 
the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Pact (TTIP) with 
the USA.

3 Even outside the 
EU, we would still 
have to abide by 

EU rules in order to 
trade with it.

Most countries around 
the world require imported 
goods and services to comply 
with their own domestic 
standards and specifications. 
At the same time, European 
countries which trade with 
the EU such as Norway and 
Iceland still prefer to remain 
outside it and pursue their 
own economic, financial, social 
and foreign policies.

The EU runs a trade 
surplus with Britain on which 
four million export jobs on the 
European continent depend. 
It would be in the EU’s own 
interests to conclude a non-
tariff trade agreement with 
Britain. Any EU tariffs would be 
limited under WTO rules and 
a British government could 
compensate exporters from 

its own tariff revenues.

As a major economic 
and political power and trading 
partner, Britain would be in 
a far stronger position than 
most other countries to reach 
a wide range of trade and 
other agreements with the EU.

4 EU membership 
has brought 
many rights and 

benefits to ordinary 
people, especially at 
work.

Our main democratic, 
employment, trade union and 
welfare rights in Britain have 
been won by the sacrifice and 
struggles of the people — not 
gifted to us by our rulers in 
Britain or the EU.

Most of our 
employment, trade union, 
health and safety, equal pay, 
minimum wage and anti-
discrimination rights have been 
enacted by British legislation. 
This includes the 1998 
Working Time Regulations, 
which improved upon the EU 
Working Time Directive (28 
days paid leave instead of 20 
— although statutory bank 
holidays were not excluded); 
better rights for farm workers; 
longer daily rest for young 
workers).

Neither EU nor British 
legislation has prevented 
the average full-time worker 
in Britain having the third 
longest working week in the 
EU, behind only Greece and 
Austria. Workers in 21 other 
EU states have more statutory 
days off with pay (total leave 
and public holidays) than in 
Britain.

The EU has never 
sought to enact or enforce a 
statutory minimum wage, the 
right to strike or the right to 
join a trade union; nor does it 
protect workers against lock-
outs. Article 153 of the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the EU 
(TFEU) explicitly forbids EU 
action in these areas.

The EU has done 
nothing to protect workers 
in Britain from a stream of 
Tory anti-trade union laws 
since 1979, while EU Court 
of Justice (ECJ) rulings have 
outlawed trade union action 

to enforce or achieve fairer 
treatment of imported 
(‘posted’) workers by foreign 
employers (the Viking and 
Laval cases) and government 
action to enforce regional 
procurement or national 
employment law in similar 
circumstances (the Ruffert and 
Luxembourg cases).

EU Commission and 
European Central Bank 
austerity programmes have 
imposed mass unemployment, 
higher taxes, wholesale 
privatisation and huge cuts 
in pensions and benefits 
on the peoples of Greece, 
Cyprus, Portugal, Spain, Italy 
and Ireland — in return for 
‘bailout’ funds to pay German, 
British and French banks and 
other holders of government 
bonds .

5 The EU means 
freedom to travel, 
work and reside 

throughout Europe.

The ‘free movement 
of people’ principle in the 
Treaty of Rome (1957) has 
always been a cloak for the 
‘free movement of labour’, so 
that workers can move more 
easily to where business can 
make a bigger profit from 
them. This goes alongside 
the free movement of capital 
and commodities, which 
also enables big business to 
maximise profits in the ‘Single 
European Market’ created 
after 1992.

The result has been 
mass migrations of capital, 
jobs and labour across Europe 
at the expense of national 
and regional economies, 
local communities and 
union negotiated terms and 
conditions of employment.

Cheaper, more flexible 
and super-exploited imported 
labour has been used as a 
form of ‘incomes policy’, 
holding down wages as profits 
and dividends go up.

Freedom to travel, 
work and live elsewhere need 
not depend on membership 
of a political and economic 
union. Visa and residency 
arrangements exist between 

Britain and most countries 
across the world, while 
the EU has reached similar 
agreements with Norway, 
Switzerland and other non-EU 
states in Europe.

6 Many problems 
today are 
international, 

and so require a 
coordinated EU 
approach.

Problems of 
global warming, pollution, 
malnutrition, disease, economic 
and financial crisis, organised 
crime, corruption, war, mass 
migration etc. are often wider 
than the EU. Britain already 
plays its part in numerous 
international agencies (the UN, 
WHO, UNESCO, ILO etc.), 
based on individual member 
states, to combat them.

The EU represents 
the interests of Europe’s big 
business corporations, using 
its collective strength to 
undermine many international 
agencies to the cost of weaker 
countries and their peoples 
(e.g. carbon emission trading 
schemes which transfer 
pollution to the Third World 
and create a new financial 
market; trade and debt 
restructuring agreements 
which require market access 
and privatisation).

As the world’s fifth 
biggest economic power with 
economic, political and cultural 
relations across the world, 
Britain has its own resources, 
expertise and perspectives 
to contribute to solving 
international problems.

7 The EU has 
brought peace 
in Europe for 50 

years or more.

The EU originated in 
a ‘Cold War’ bloc to rebuild 
monopoly capitalism in 
Western Europe and confront 
the Soviet Union and the new 
socialist states of Eastern 
Europe.

After NATO was 
formed in 1949, plans 
for a ‘European Defence 
Community’ alongside the 
European Coal and Steel 
Community were thrown 
out by French Communist 
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and Gaullist MPs. West 
Germany was then rearmed 
and admitted into NATO, 
leading to the formation of the 
Warsaw Pact in 1955.

Peace was kept in 
Europe by anti-war feeling in 
the West and the Soviet policy 
of ‘peaceful co-existence’, 
despite the US-led arms race. 
The German-Soviet process of 
detente led to the formation 
of the OSCE in 1975, which 
played a leading role in 
easing tensions, although the 
EU strives to marginalise 
the OSCE and its work for 
peace-keeping, arms control, 
democracy and human rights.

Since the end of the 
Soviet Union and the Warsaw 
Pact, the EU has expanded 
eastwards alongside NATO, 
developing its own capacity 
for rearmament and military 
intervention in league with 
NATO, under the Lisbon 
Treaty. EU states have helped 
destabilise Yugoslavia, Ukraine, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria 
and parts of Africa.

8 If Britain votes to 
leave the EU, it 
would be a victory 

for the political right.

The mainstream 
political right supports EU 
membership, reflecting the 
interests of big business, while 
wanting to protect the City’s 
banks and financial markets 
from any EU regulation and 
discrimination (the chief 
objective of Cameron’s 
renegotiations).

A vote for withdrawal 
would bring down the Tory 
government and create the 
conditions for electing a 
Labour government on a left 
programme of progressive 
taxation, economic planning, 
public investment, public 
ownership, industrial 
regeneration and ecological 
security.

Free from EU barriers 
and restrictions, Britain could 
more easily promote policies 
at home and abroad which put 
people and the planet first, not 
corporate profit.

9 Scotland and 
Wales benefit 
from EU funds 

and British withdrawal 

would lead to the 
break-up of Britain.

Wales receives around 
€23m (£18m) a year — 
€117m (£92m) according to 
Plaid Cymru — more from 
EU funds than it puts in. But 
this is less than one-fifth of 1% 
of Britain’s net contribution 
to the EU Budget (£15.2bn 
in 2016) and of the National 
Assembly’s annual block grant 
from central government 
(£15.5bn in 2016).

In July 2015, it was 
revealed that the SNP 
government has been 
compelled to drastically amend 
its Scottish Futures Trust 
project for public investment 
in schools, hospitals and roads 
to give the private sector a 
bigger, more profitable role.

Scotland and Wales 
have suffered heavily from 
the export of capital and 
jobs to southern and Eastern 
Europe, where labour is skilled 
but cheaper and energy and 
transport costs are lower.

As independent 
member states of the EU, 
Scotland and Wales would 
be among the smallest, 
while their main economic 
relations would continue to 
be with England. The Scottish 
Government in Edinburgh 
accepts that Scotland 
would continue to be a net 
contributor to the EU Budget 
as a separate member state.

10 The EU can 
be reformed 
to serve 

the interests of the 
people.

Creating a ‘Social 
Europe’ was the sugar coating 
on the ‘Single European 
Market’ pill. But since 1992, 
EU social programmes have 
been cut or directed towards 
Eastern Europe. Employment 
rights no longer expand as the 
EU drives up the state pension 
age across Europe.

Three of the four 
major EU institutions (the 
Commission, ECB and ECJ) 
have their extensive powers 
guaranteed by EU treaties 
which can only be changed by 
unanimous agreement within 
the fourth, namely, the Council 
of Ministers.

Those fundamental 
treaties severely limit the 
ability of EU member state 
governments to fund public 
investment, rescue failing 
companies and industries, save 
jobs or use public ownership 
for wider economic, social and 
environmental purposes.

11 Democracy 
and human 
rights will be 

threatened if Britain 
leaves the EU.

Democratic rights 
in Britain are enshrined in 
our domestic law, together 
with commitments arising 
from international law, its 
conventions and courts. Those 
rights did not originate in the 
EU.

Tory hostility has 
been aimed at the European 
Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR, enshrined in Britain’s 
Human Rights Act) and its 
European Court — both 
of which arise from our 
membership of the Council 
of Europe, set up in 1950 and 
wholly separate from the EU.

While EU membership 
obliges all member states to 
adopt the ECHR, this does not 
prevent governments from 
flouting both the convention 
and the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights. In December 
2014, the ECJ blocked a draft 
treaty affiliating the EU to 
the convention and its court, 
not wishing to expose EU 
institutions and treaties to 
a different authority — the 
ECHR’s European Court 
— in matters of human and 
democratic rights.

We need to defend and 

extend democratic and human 
rights, including through the 
ECHR and OSCE, whether 
inside or outside the anti-
democratic EU.

12 There is 
no realistic 
alternative to 

EU membership.

Most of the world’s 
countries, big and small, 
manage without being in 
the EU. Britain has bilateral 
agreements with almost all of 
them, including through our 
participation in more than 70 
international organisations in 
political, economic, scientific, 
environmental, labour, health 
and educational matters.

Many countries trade 
and cooperate with the EU, 
without being EU members or 
accepting the imposition of the 
pro-big business economic and 
financial policies demanded by 
EU treaties and institutions.

Joining the European Free 
Trade Area and through it 
the European Economic Area 
would enable Britain to remain 
in the ‘Single European Market’, 
but at the price of obeying 
many EU rules and diktats.

Economic, political and 
other relations could 
be strengthened by new 
arrangements with BRICS 
and the 53 Commonwealth 
countries, collectively and 
individually.

You can read the rest 
of the pamphlet at 
www.communist-party.
org.uk

Picture: The mainstream political right are the 
main backers of an “in” vote
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SEAN MULGREW discusses the historical importance of the 1916 Easter 
Rising, its revolutionary promise which is yet to be carried through and 
the role Scots born Socialist James Connolly

Connolly and the Rising

This year will mark 100 
years since one of the 
great moments of Irish 

history, the beginning of the 
end for British imperialism on 
the island. During Easter week 
of 1916, while Europe was 
ablaze with imperialist war, 
Irishmen across the Emerald 
isle, especially in Dublin, 
rose in revolt against their 
colonial masters, occupying 
key locations throughout 
the capital. Although the 
insurrection ended with a 
military disaster, the execution 
of the leaders by British firing 
squad without trial resulted in 
a significant upsurge in support 

for the Irish Republican cause, 
culminating in the Irish War 
of Independence 1919, with 
the Anglo-Irish Treaty signed 
in 1921, securing a 26 county 
‘Irish Free State’, with the 
remaining 6 counties remaining 
under British colonial rule. 
One of those executed for 
signing the Proclamation of 
the Irish Republic was James 
Connolly, Irish republican 
and socialist, whose political 
fervour and revolutionary 
thinking remain as influential 
today as they were 100 years 
ago. 

Connolly was born 
in 1868 the Cowgate area 

of Edinburgh, then known as 
‘Little Ireland’, to working-
class immigrants from County 
Monaghan. Connolly was 
educated until the age of 10, 
when he left school to find 
work as a labourer, before 
enlisting in the British Army 
due to economic difficulties. 
He served with the Army for 
seven years in Ireland, during a 
period of agrarian agitation by 
the Irish National Land League 
against landlords, known as 
the ‘Land War’. Connolly 
would developed a hatred 
for the British Army, which 
contributed to his desertion 
upon hearing his regiment 

were heading for India. From 
there, Connolly moved back 
to Scotland, marrying a young 
Irishwoman by the name 
of Lillie Reynolds in 1890, 
settling back in Edinburgh. 
He soon became involved 
in the Socialist movement, 
becoming secretary of the 
Scottish Socialist Federation 
in 1985, before moving to 
Dublin with his family. There, 
he became secretary of the 
Dublin Socialist Club, which 
he helped evolve into the Irish 
Socialist Republican Party. 
Connolly then moved to the 
USA, becoming involved with 
the Socialist Labor Party of 

EASTER RISING CENTENARY

“The cause of labour is 
the cause of Ireland, the 
cause of Ireland is the 

cause of labour”



America, Socialist Party of 
America, and the Industrial 
Workers of the World. 
Returning to Ireland in 1910, 
Connolly became a close 
ally of James Larkin in the 
Irish Transport and General 
Workers Union. With the 
Dublin Lock-out of 1913, 
which saw around 20,000 
workers holding rallies, strikes 
and walkouts against their 
employers, Connolly founded 
the Irish Citizen Army (ICA), a 
militia of labour men dedicated 
to protecting striking workers 
from the brutality of the 
Dublin police. Connolly, along 
with Larkin, also founded the 
Irish Labour Party. With the 
planning of the Easter Rising, 
Connolly, on behalf of the 
ICA, agreed to work with the 
Irish Republican Brotherhood 
in their insurrection. As 
Commandant of the Dublin 
Brigade during the Rising, as 
well as de facto Commander-
in-Chief, Connolly provided 
terrific leadership. This, along 
with his signature of the 
Proclamation of the Irish 
Republic, sealed his fate upon 
the unconditional surrender 

of the rebel forces on April 
29. James Connolly, unable 
to stand due to injuries 
suffered during the Rising, was 
executed by firing squad on 12 
May 1916 in Kilmainham Gaol, 
Dublin. 

Connolly emerged as 
one of the greatest political 
thinkers of the early 20th 
Century, and one of the 
foremost Irish republican, 
internationalist, and Marxist 
theorists of his day. Although 
he never directly attributed his 
works to Karl Marx, Connolly 
placed his ideas at the 
forefront of his most famous 

piece, Labour in Irish History, 
where he recounts major 
events in Irish history from 
a Socialist perspective. He 
was unrepentantly working-
class, and sought nothing but 
their advancement to power, 
noting that “we have no room 
for illusions in our struggle, 
least of all for illusions about 
struggle”. Connolly was 
of the persuasion that the 
struggle for Irish freedom 
and its workers was not 
of two distinct characters, 
nationalism and socialism, but 
that they “are two sides of 
the one great principle, each 
being incomplete without 
the other”. Connolly indeed 
reconciled the two theories 
on Easter week 1916, realising 
cooperation between the 
socialist Irish Citizens 
Army, and nationalist Irish 
Volunteers against the British 
Empire, which was never even 
considered a possibility before. 
Outside of his revolutionary 
political philosophies, 
Connolly was renowned for 
his extraordinary qualities 
as an orator. He embarked 
on extensive speaking tours 
throughout Scotland, Ireland 
and America during his days 
in the Socialist movement. 
It would have been near 
impossible to find a better 
working-class orator than 
Connolly in his day – he spoke 
naturally and with intent, 
chose his words carefully and 
commanded the respect of the 
audience before him. 

The Easter Rising 
has proven itself as one of 
the pivotal moments in Irish 
history, with Irishmen across 
the island rising up against 700 
years of British imperialism 
on their homeland. When 
Padraig Pearse, another 
leader of the Rising, read the 
Proclamation of the Irish 
Republic from the steps of 
the General Post Office in 
Dublin, the British dispatched 
a force from the mainland to 
quell the rebellion, which they 
eventually succeeded in doing, 
after a week of bitter conflict.  
Despite the unconditional 
surrender of the rebel 
forces, the harsh response 
of the British government, 
ordering the court-martial 
and execution of the leaders 
– even those who played 

minor roles in the events – 
sent shockwaves through the 
island, and indeed the world, 
highlighting the brutality of 
British colonial forces. The 
Irish population, previously 
unsympathetic to the rebel 
cause, then rallied en masse 
against their British occupiers, 
resulting in the Irish War of 
Independence 5 years later, 
which liberated 26 counties 
from British. 6 counties, to 
this day, remain under the 
control of British colonialism 
in the gerrymandered 
state of ‘Northern Ireland’, 
where discrimination and 
sectarianism have grown 
exponentially in the past 100 
years. Irishmen across the 
island, both North and South, 
still struggle for the realisation 
of the Proclamation signed 
100 years ago, built upon 
the foundations of a socialist 
republic enunciated by James 
Connolly. 

What is undoubtedly 
clear a century on from the 

Rising is that the Proclamation 
of the Irish Republic for 
which many men and women 
– including James Connolly – 
selflessly gave their lives, has 
not yet been realised. The left 
in Ireland, as well as in Britain, 
must form a popular front, 
in the spirit of the Easter 
Rising 100 years ago, against 
the intolerance of British 
nationalists and unionists in 
the remaining 6 counties of 
Northern Ireland, for the 
liberation of a long oppressed 
peoples, and reunification of 
a divided country from the 
shackles of 800 years British 
colonialism. Once this has 
been achieved, the working-
class struggle for which James 
Connolly devoted his life can 
finally be won.

Sean Mulgrew is a 
member of the Young 
Communist League 
Glasgow Branch

EASTER RISING CENTENARY

15

YCL T-SHIRTS

£14.99  
+ £1.99 p&p

Men’s and 
Women’s Fit

Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Available at: www.communist-party.org.uk

NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN THE 
STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM
Don’t stop being angry at the greed and 
waste of capitalism.
GET INVOLVED, GET ORGANISED, JOIN 
THE CP & YCL TODAY!

Apply at: www.ycl.org.uk 
    www.communist-party.org.uk 

“[T]he 
Proclamation 
of the Irish 
Republic for 
which many 
gave their lives 
has not yet 
been realised”



COMMUNIST RENEWAL

16

RENEWAL

The word that is on the 
lips of many comrades, 
and certainly deserves 

to be high on their list of 
priorities for internal political 
work is the recently launched 
concept of “Communist 
Renewal”. Intended as an 
ongoing process which will 
involve all comrades in the 
Communist Party, Renewal 
requires that we all take a 
good look at our political 
activity as individuals, branches, 
and as a wider collective. 
We must all ask questions of 
ourselves. What are we doing 
as political work? Why are we 
doing it – what are we hoping 
to achieve? And what impact 
does that have on the Party – 
is it helping to grow, advance 
the views of and promote 
the revolutionary Party in the 
wider movement?

In the spirit of analysis 
and re-analysis, criticism 
and self-criticism, we must 
– through the process of 
discussion and democratic 
debate – identify where 
political work is not drawing 
the results the Party would 
hope for, and modify our 
style of work within these 
areas of the organised Labour 
movement in order to start 

getting the results we need to 
get revolution and Socialism 
back on the political agenda in 
Britain.

The Renewal process 
will doubtlessly be a long one, 
and currently has yet to firmly 
be rooted in the culture of the 
Party – this by itself will take 
a long time, and we should 
be absolutely clear amongst 
ourselves comrades: Renewal 
is not a stunt, a gimmick, 
or even a campaign. It is 
something that is both old to 
the Party and new; something 
dialectical, strategic, and 
Marxian that reaches through 
time and across nations into all 
Communist Parties that have 
not lost heart or been totally 
alienated from the broad 
masses of their peoples.

It is something that 
has touched every victorious 
revolutionary communist 
party across the world, which 
we should all be aspiring 
to emulate in their capture 
of state power. From the 
Long March and the retreat 
to Yan’an of the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army 
to the publication of What 
is to be Done by Lenin, and 
the aftermath of the attack 
on the Moncada barracks by 

what became Cuba’s 26th 
of July Movement – all great 
revolutionary forces have to 
occasionally step back from 
the crease, to take an objective 
look at what impact their 
activities as an organisation are 
actually having on the class and 
on the society they wish to 
transform as a whole.

Rethinking things, the 
potential for rationalisation 
and reformulation, should 
never be shied away from. 
Renewal is in no way to 
be something to be feared 
it is a strategy to release 
the full potential of the 
Communist Party and its cadre 
membership.

The significance for 
us, the Party’s youth wing, the 
Young Communist League 
of Britain, of such a cultural 
shift in its parent organisation 
is of course going to be 
considerable. Because the 
process has been adopted 
by the Party, many of whose 
young activists are also 
simultaneously YCL activists, 
the percolation of the process 
through to the League will 
take place organically over a 
period of time.

The leadership of 
the League and those young 

communists who are active 
in the Party will be looking 
very closely at the form that 
Renewal takes; how it is able 
to affect Party work, Party 
standards and practices, 
Party membership, and 
Party finances. The process 
of Renewal may even touch 
Party policy. The process of 
Renewal will thus affect the 
YCL in a secondary manner 
but will surely draw the two 
organisations closer together; 
as the League and its cadres 
respond to the more militant, 
more disciplined, more 
ambitious Communist Party. If 
the Party is successful in seeing 
real gains from the renewal 
process, one can imagine the 
YCL’s cadres mirroring its new 
styles of work – what works 
for the Party may well work 
for the League!

Part of the Renewal 
process may also include the 
Party’s review of its working 
relationship with the YCL. 
This can only mean stronger, 
more substantial links between 
the Party and the League 
at all levels. Renewal may 
revolutionise the way the YCL 
and the Party interacts, and 
may provide the impetus for 
the up-growth of new ways 

DAOUD HAMDANI explains 
the importance of the 
Communist Party’s new 
“Communist Renewal” 
initiative and what it means 
for the Young Communist 
League
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of working between Party 
branches and future YCL 
branches. This would in turn 
make it easier for us in the 
YCL to introduce our young 
members to CP activity, and 
thus gradually introduce them 
into the world of Marxism-
Leninism, and mould them 
into active communist cadres 
capable of planning long-term 
strategies rooted in the Class 
and the Movement, taking 
the fight to the ruling class 
of this country. Renewal has 
great potential; but, just like 
the People’s Charter and the 
People’s Assembly Against 
Austerity – initiatives which 
have made great progress in 
the movement and on the 
Left, Renewal will not make 
any difference at all unless we 
really stick at it and give this 
ground-breaking initiative the 
time and energy that it will 
require to get the most out 
of it.

As mentioned before, 
Renewal is a natural strategic 
concept for the Marxist party; 
and is rooted in dialectical 
materialism. The work of the 
process will involve a re-
assessment of the current 
situation – where the Party 
is as an organisation, how it 
functions as an organisation, 
what are its strengths, and its 
weaknesses. We must then 
look at our vision for the 
Party, and look how we can 
move towards that vision 
and improve on our present 
standing. One political point 
that is generally agreed 
amongst comrades is that 
amongst workers there is 
ample disillusionment but 
little belief in an alternative. 
We should look closer at this 
conclusion, and remember that 
we communists irrespective 
of age - as individuals are 
all rooted inseparably with 
the working class, and so is 
our political conscience and 
aspiration. Since the defeats 
of the Left, the Party and the 
Labour Movement in the last 
few decades, expectations and 
ambitions have been modified 
by the overarching balance of 
forces.

Our consciousness 
has been influenced by this 
situation and these recent 
historical defects – so much 
so, that far too many comrades 

have lost sight of what is 
achievable: the complete, 
compromise-less victory of 
the revolution in OUR lifetime. 
We seek to be the vanguard 
of the working class – so what 
does that mean for our final 
goals in the struggle, once our 
class takes power? It means 
that the Communist Party and 
its cadreship must ultimately 
at all times have in the back of 
their mind the ultimate goal 
for the organisation – a great 
share in state power, for the 
guidance and construction of 
the socialist state.

The months 
between now and the 100th 
Anniversary of the victorious 

October Revolution will be 
crucial for the development 
of the Party – and Renewal 
is now a tool in our arsenal 
to further this aim. We are 
resting on over one hundred 
years of history, sacrifice, 
bloodshed, and victory. We are 
the YCL and Communist Party 
of Britain – and Renewal will 
help us carry out our historic 
mission for Socialism.

Daoud Hamdani is a 
member of the Young 
Communist League 
Executive Committee.

[T]oo many 
comrades 
have lost sight 
of what is 
achievable: 
the complete, 
compromise-
less victory of 
the revolution 
in OUR 
lifetime. 

Constitution of the YCL 
IV. Membership 
Members shall be expected to:

Do your bit and support the 
People’s Paper! 

Sell, read and encourage 
other young people to read 
and support the Morning Star

Ask a question, 
start a debate, 
comment, 
criticism or 
praise - all 
welcome! 
 
Send letters to: 
challenge@ycl.org.uk

We’ve relaunched the 
Challenge Letters Page!



YOUNG WORKERS

The Communist Party 
Young Workers School 
met in Birmingham on 

the 5th March to discuss how 
to organise young workers. 
Young people are largely not 
in trade unions, and if they are, 
they rarely take a leading role 
in the way they have in the 
past. This is to do with two 
general trends in the nature of 
work, and how the trade union 
movement has responded to 
these. The first of these is the 
rise of new services as the 
basis of employment, retail 
becoming a major employers, 
and call centres developing. 
The expansion, and creation of 
these new sectors has largely 
left the trade union movement 
behind, developing in a period 
of weak trade unionism 
after defeats under Thatcher, 
meaning a lack of proactive 
work to try and organise 
these sectors. The second and 
more general trend across 
all sectors is a process of 
prolertarianisation of all jobs, 
with peripheral, insecure, and 

low paid employment with 
high turnover being used to 
undermine all workers, directly 
affected or not, to weaken 
working conditions, and the 
collective power of workers. 

The trade union 
movement’s inability to 
respond has largely been down 
to a decline of lay member 
led trade unionism, something 
especially weakened by the 
lack of Communist trade 
unionists who played such 
a leading role in previous 
struggles such as the famous 
UCS Work-In. Instead the 
typical mode of trade union 
organization is a “servicing 
model”, and very top down. 
It is not based so much on 
activity, but leverage from 
a union nationally against 
an employer, gained by 
high density trade union 
membership, which treats 
lay members as passive 
actors. This has never been 
effective, and especially now 
that employers rarely have 
large sites, and the workplace 

is fragmented, getting high 
density is very difficult. This 
is not a model that addresses 
the conditions at work, and is 
largely based on action that 
is a reaction to employers, 
rather than an organising 
model, which is lay member 
led, and has a bottom up way 
of organising.

In light of these issues, 
making it difficult for trade 
unions to engage in new 
struggles in these sectors, it 
is essential that we develop 
an industrial strategy aimed 
at organising young people in 
these conditions, and being 
able to sustain this, and make 
it part of the general unions 
strategy for organising young 
people in these sectors. What 
was really highlighted was the 
fact that these supposedly 
unorganisable workers, are 
only unorganisable in the 
current way, and that new 
model of organization are 
possible. The idea of high 
street trade unionism is 
one worth being developed, 

DARAGH 
O’NEILL reports  
back from the 
Communist 
Party’s Young 
Workers School 
in Birmingham 
and argues for 
new methods 
for engaging 
with young 
workers
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YOUNG WORKERS

especially as it takes into 
account the likelihood of a 
high turnover of jobs, which 
until now has probably been 
the biggest problem against 
sustained organising.

Our role is making it 
possible for young workers 
to be able to struggle for 
themselves, to empower 
them, and organise them to 
be capable of doing this, if the 
current model is not allowing 
this, how can we change it?

High Street Trade 
Unionism, looks at the high 
street as a whole, as an area 
with many employers, but 
all workers there having 
universal conditions. Instead of 
treating them all as separate 
workplaces, and separate 
unions, we need to think 
about how to organise them 
as a whole, in the way that 
factories once had many 
trade unions per type of job, 
but were all coordinated and 
organised under a joint shop 
stewards committee. This 
would mean addressing the 
conditions generally in an area, 
and requiring a model for this, 
similar to the fast food rights 
campaign that originated in 
the USA, but is increasingly 
being taken up by the BFAWU 
here. It would also mean 
taking a more direct way of 
organising people, not reliant 
on regional officers who are 
inevitably overstretched, being 
responsible for thousands 
of people. More of the 
specifics about this need to be 
developed, but the model is a 
sound one.

Communists have 
always played a leading role in 
organising the unorganisable, 
with the YCL growing in 
strength we’re in a position 
to start leading activity and 
showing the effectiveness of 
Communist organising and 
how it strengthens the class.

Other things that we’re 
discussed were the need to 
communicate effectively to 
young Communists, and make 
sure we’re active and get along 
to important trade union 
events.  Looking at developing 
new YCL materials, and how 
we can engage with the wider 
movement

All this will require 

more training, and more 
development of young 
Communists, so we know 
from the basics upwards how 
to be industrial cadres. The 
beginnings of a new industrial 
model to organise young 
people are certainly here, and 
young Communists should 
think about what good targets 
exist in their area, where a 
conflict may be most obvious. 
It was brought up that the 
increase of private ownership 
of public land, restricts the 
ability of the wider movement 
to operate for fear of 
legal repercussions. This is 
something young Communists 
could take the lead on, killing 
several birds with one stone; 
getting young people to join 

trade unions with a new model 
that works, taking on the 
privatization of public assets, 
and learning lessons we can 
bring to the wider movement.

We need to rebuild 
a strong labour movement 
where the mass of workers 
are. This is a start, but it will 
require more involvement and 
activity on our part to develop 
our ideas and make it a reality.

Daragh O’Neill is a 
member of the Young 
Communist League 
Executive Committee.

Communists 
have always 
played a 
leading role in 
organising the 
unorganisable 
. . . we’re in 
a position to 
start leading 
activity and 
showing the 
effectiveness 
of Communist 
organising

Communist University in 
South London (CUiSL) 

 
7pm on the first Tuesday of every month 

Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, 
Croydon,CR0 1BD

Classes on Marxist theory from an 
open access institution without fees, 
sponsored by the Communist Party 
but with no party line to adhere to. 
The teaching method is participa-
tory and interactive. All Welcome.

www.communistuniversity.wordpress.com
email:cuisl@communist-party.org.uk
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Recent weeks and 
months have seen fresh 
activity by the British 

government to undermine 
progressive struggle and 
defend not only British 
imperialism, but foreign 
imperialism as well. The recent 
attempt by the Cameron/
Osborne cabal to target 
councils, universities, and other 
institutions that are joining 
and reinforcing the ever-
widening boycott of Israeli 
Zionist goods and companies. 
The government’s support for 
Israel is of course not selfless  
– just as British support for 
the Apartheid South Africa was 
because their racist regime 
was seen by Thatcher as “a 
bulwark against Communism”.  
The support now given to the 
Israeli state is part of a wider 
strategy to hinder the peace 
process in the Middle East 
and continue instability which 
makes the domination of the 
region  by Western capital so 
much easier. 

The Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions 
(BDS) campaign against the 
murderous Israeli state has 
in recent years been gaining 
ground across wide sections 
of British society – far beyond 
the typical core of support of 
the British Muslim community. 
Many sections of society that 
have weighed in on the side 
of the BDS campaign the 
recent period have previously 
had nothing to do with the 
struggle for the liberation 
of Palestine and may not 
generally sympathised with it. 
Instead, this broadening base 
of individuals and organisations 
have come together and 
been united in horror at the 

actions of the racist Israeli 
government. People been 
deeply affected on a very 
human level by the continuous 
stream of atrocities 
perpetrated by the Israeli 
Defence Force and extremist 
Zionist settlers all evidenced 
by photographs, refugees, 
exiles, and film flowing out of 
Palestine.

 Scenes comparable 
to those of the Sharpeville 
Massacre in South Africa are 
seen month after month and 
year after year. The parallels 
with Apartheid are so stark 
that even Zionist leaders 
such as Ehud Olmert have 
admitted this themselves, and 
have opposed a bi-national, 
one-state solution as a 
potential roadmap to peace 
by declaring that such a peace 
process would precipitate 
within the borders of historic 
Palestine “a South-African 
style struggle for equal voting 
rights” in which case “Israel is 
finished”. Well Mr Olmert, we 
young communists couldn’t 
agree more! Any state whose 
existence is based on the 
oppression of other peoples 
IS finished – it is only a matter 
of time.

This brings us to the 
British governments’ attempts 
to delay the inevitable 
and prop up the Zionist 
occupation. Under the often-
sacrosanct ideological umbrella 
of “anti-Semitism”, and using 
the legal means through 
World Trade Organisation 
procurement legislation, the 
ruling class offensive has 
placed the activities of the 
BDS campaign in its crosshairs. 
This can only mean one 
thing – WE ARE DOING 

SOMETHING RIGHT. The 
activities of the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign and other 
organisations in the front 
ranks of the BDS struggle 
have succeeded in wringing 
concessions from major 
companies such as John Lewis, 
SodaStream, Veolia, and G4S.

Zionist academic 
institutions have been the 
targets of successful academic 
and cultural boycotts, 
Palestinian support is growing 
and gathering momentum, and 
with the rise in support in the 
West for Left parliamentarians 
such as Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Zionist Entity finds itself ever 
more isolated economically, 
culturally, and politically from 
the masses of the nations that 
are its chief supporters and 
ultimately its only guarantee 
of continued existence as an 
exclusive and racist state. 

Furthermore, the 
allegations of anti-Semitism 
levelled against the Left for its 
support of the BDS are totally 
without foundation. Judaism 
has no more connection 
with Zionism than Islam does 
with the fanaticism of ISIS/
Daesh. Many Jews – inside and 
outside of Israeli-occupied 
territory – support the BDS 
and its aims. Anti-Semitism 
and anti-Zionism are in no 
way comparable – one is the 
senseless hatred of a religion 
like any other, and the other 
is quite reasonable hatred of 
an imperialist ideology like any 
other. 

The Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions 
campaign is becoming exactly 
what the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement was – a broad-
based movement united by 

a universal hatred of state 
racism. The Movement has 
spread its roots far and wide 
across British society, and 
will only go from strength to 
strength. The significance of 
the BDS is exactly this – it is 
big enough to be powerful, and 
it could one day be powerful 
enough to make the Israeli 
state scream. It could play the 
role that British AAM did in 
the destruction of Apartheid. 
Concerts at Wembley; 
direct action against the 
distribution of Israeli goods, 
links between individuals and 
activity stretching across not 
just nations - but continents; 
all leading towards final 
irresistible victory – the total 
defeat of Zionism.

Our duties as young 
communists must be to 
involve ourselves in and work 
to support and enhance 
the activities and work of 
the Palestinian Solidarity 
Campaign, and the Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions 
campaign. Also we must help 
build and strengthen the 
links between the YCL and 
young Palestinian and Israeli 
communists, and to get out 
there into our communities 
and city centres to popularise 
the cause of Palestinian 
solidarity. The Palestinian 
people have set their aims 
high; we need to set our sights 
equally high, and fight like hell 
to make them a reality. Viva 
Victory! Viva Palestine! 

Daoud Hamdaniis 
a member of the YCL 
Executive Committee

BOYCOTT. DIVEST. 
SANCTIONS.

DAOUD HAMDANI on the recent 
attacks on the British BDS Movement 
and the importance of BDS in defeating 
Zionist Apartheid



ART & OCTOBER 1917

How did the Bolshevik 
Revolution of 1917 
affect art and artists? 

It did so at every level: 
art education, production, 
patronage, distribution 
and reception were all 
transformed. Fierce debates 
about the form and function 
of art in the new worker state 
raised fundamental issues; 
from these stemmed so rich 
a flowering of the visual arts 
that its influence is still alive.

The revolution was 
itself partly the work of artists. 
Some had worked towards 
social and/or political change 
since Russian artists had 
taken the role of social critic 
in the nineteenth century. In 
the 1870s the Wanderers’ 
paintings had exposed social 
injustice in daily life. By the 
early twentieth century a 
well-informed Russian avant-
garde was in touch with Paris 
and Munich, the epicentres 
of innovatory art. Embracing 
modernism, it debated how 
to transform and modernise 
Tsarist Russia. Some, like 
Goncharova, adopted the 
vivid colour and formal 
simplifications of ‘primitive’ 
Russian peasant art, rather 
than those of African art 
favoured by the French and 
Germans.

By 1913 Malevich had 
rejected all representation 
as antiquated, arguing that 
his revolutionary abstraction 
equated better to modern 
times. October 1917 brought 
radical cultural change. No 
longer for bourgeois and 
aristocrat, art would now be 
for the people. The art market 
was abolished and museums 
nationalised; the worker state 
became art’s patron.

Initially, most avant-
garde artists welcomed the 
revolution because Lenin’s 
idea of a political avant-garde 
as an agent for social change 
legitimised their own calls 
for radical action to combat 
conservative attitudes to art 
and society. For Marxists like 
Tatlin, here was an opportunity 
to make real and meaningful 
change. He recalled: ‘To 
Accept (sic) or not accept the 
October Revolution. There 
was no such question for me. I 
organically merged into active 
creative, social and pedagogical 
life’.

Others, like Kandinsky, 
were not sympathetic 
to Bolshevik politics, but 
welcomed the artistic freedom 
which it brought, while 
aesthetically or/and politically 
conservative artists feared 
a loss of private patronage 

and critical status. Contrary 
to western propaganda, no 
artist was sent to the salt 
mines: Lenin and Lunacharsky, 
(Commissar of Enlightenment 
1917-1929) pursued a pluralist 
arts policy.

Nevertheless, for the 
first time in the world, the 
avant-garde was appointed to 
positions of power. Despite 
the material hardships and 
shortages of War Communism 
(1917-1922) it launched into 
a dynamic transformation 
of art and its institutions. 
Tatlin headed IZO, the visual 
arts section of Lunacharsky’s 
commissariat. Recognising 
Kandinsky’s international 
status as an innovator, IZO 
gave him the important role 
of reorganising art education 
and museums. Together with 
the younger Rodchenko 
he founded 22 provincial 
museums and acquired the 
important collections of 
Russian avant-garde art which 
now grace museums in Russia 
and the ex-Soviet republics.

Tatlin, Malevich, 
Kandinsky, Chagall, Popova, 
Stepanova , Rodchenko, 
Lissitzky and others taught 
at the newly created art 
schools where they pioneered 
innovatory teaching methods, 
which were later to influence 

the Bauhaus.
The debates about the 

role of art and artists raged 
on. Malevich and his group 
argued that the researches of 
innovatory artists would act 
as prototypes for practical 
application in architecture 
and design. Others took a less 
social view: Chagall continued 
his poetic depictions of his 
personal response to life, 
while Kandinsky pursued 
his investigations into the 
communication of heightened 
spiritual states of mind via 
colour, line and form.

Viewing such work 
as bourgeois self-indulgence, 
the politically engaged left 
heeded Mayakovsky’s dictum: 
‘the streets are our brushes, 
the squares our palettes’. 
They created ‘agit-prop’ 
(agitation and propaganda) 
using their talents to decorate 
propaganda trains and boats, 
make Rosta street posters 
and organise public pageants 
and events. For example, in 
1920 Altman and other artists 
involved 2,000 members of the 
Petrograd proletariat in the 
re-enactment of the storming 
of the Winter Palace which 
included decorating buildings 
with gigantic abstract banners, 
and using factory sirens and 
arc lights.
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ART & THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION

CHRISTINE LINDEY considers the impact of the October 1917 
revolution on art in the USSR and its significance for the purpose of 
art under Socialism. This article first appeared on the Communist 
Party website Culture Matters www.culturematters.org.uk



The dilemma 
of creating 
innovatory art 
which is also 
accessible to 
the masses 
has yet to be 
resolved
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Some Marxists, led by 
Tatlin and Rodchenko, called 
for the abolition of the art 
object which they saw as an 
exchangeable commodity 
belonging to the bourgeois 
past. Artists must leave their 
ivory towers and construct 
the new Socialist state 
alongside other workers by 
putting art at the service of 
the revolution. They became 
known as the Constructivists, 
and put the experiments 
conducted in the new art 
schools to practical use by 
designing posters, books, 
ceramics, theatre sets, etc. for 
the masses.

Under the slogan 
‘Art into Production’ artists 
were to go into the factories 
to create modernist, mass 
produced designs because the 
new social order demanded 
new materials and new forms. 
For example, Popova and 
Stepanova designed textiles 
printed with the abstracted 
motifs of modernity: the 
zigzag of electricity, the whirl 
of aeroplane propellors, the 
cogs and wheels of trains and 
tractors.

Popova, who had 
begun her life as a painter 
is reputed to have said: ‘No 
artistic success has given me 
such satisfaction as the sight 
of a peasant or a worker 
buying a length of material 
designed by me.’ Meanwhile, 
artists such as Deineka 
argued that modernism was 
inaccessible to the masses. 
This was indeed often true. 
Abstract street decorations 
were said to frighten the 
horses. No less committed to 
the revolution, they argued for 
a representational art which 
would carry revolutionary 
messages. Seen as reactionary 
by the Constructivists, they 
were the forerunners of 
Socialist Realism.

The dilemma of 
creating innovatory art which 
is also accessible to the masses 
has yet to be resolved.

Christine Lindey is an 
associate lecturer on 
19th and 20th Century 
Art History at Birkbeck 
University.

Storming the Winter Palace, 1920

Tatlin’s Tower, 1919

Barge Haulers on the Volga, 1870

Suprematismus Nr 50 , 1915

Air + Space + Man, 1912



23

REVIEWS

NEW COMMUNIST PARTY PAMPHLET:
From Each According to their Means

The economics commission of the CP 
has produced this hard hitting discussion 
pamphlet on the essential tax reforms 
which should be featured in a left 
progressive programme, including: 
radical proposals to tackle tax evasion; 
restoring fair rates of corporation tax; 
introducing an innovative alternative to 
existing property and council taxes with 
one based on the actual value of land; 
and the introduction of an annual wealth 
tax aimed at the super-rich.

It's a critical and comprehensive 
contribution to an often neglected 
incredibly topical issue, a must buy for 
any labour movement activist.

available at: www.communist-party.org.uk

£2 +p&p

Film Reviews
A funny, moving biographical drama, “Trumbo” tells the story of the 

Hollywood blacklist – when the House Un-American Activities 
Committee and right-wing actors like Hedda Hopper (played by Helen 

Mirren) and John Wayne took it upon themselves to whip up hysteria and get 
screenwriters like Dalton Trumbo sacked from their jobs. Their lives were 
ruined for the sake of punitive anti-democratic prejudices in the ‘40s and ‘50s.

The gist is: Trumbo takes it upon himself to undermine and thus destroy the 
blacklist. It’s political, but it is also very personal.

Brian Cranston, otherwise known as Malcolm’s dad or meth kingpin Walter 
White, is great for the lead role as screenwriter Trumbo, unashamed 
champagne socialist; a wiry joker full of nervous energy, biting wit, constantly 
smoking and drinking whilst he types away. However, through that comes his 
human compassion – shown in his actions, his Communist politics, and most 
of all in his strained relationship with his family.

For the film, and for Trumbo’s character, family is one of the most important 
aspects. Diane Lane as Cleo Trumbo, his wife, and Elle Fanning as his daughter 
Niki are brilliant in their interactions. In particular, Niki is the focal point for 
the exploration of the moral contradictions personified by Trumbo – work 
and politics as complementary to or opposed to (family) life, and the integrity 
of a champagne socialist – as she grows up and takes an interest in politics 
herself. Someday I hope my daughter reads the Daily Worker.

His integrity is also explored by his relationship with Louis C.K., another 
screenwriter. Not to mention the kind of films Trumbo ends up writing for 
John Goodman.

Finally, the cinematography and vividness with which it paints the period is 
lovely. With the music and cigar smoke, you’ll see it from the very beginning.

By Robin Talbot

Trumbo, 2016
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POETRY CORNER

   
       I walked down a long, tiled corridor.
There were notices on the walls.

WHITE TIES PLEASE. NO NIGGERS. PLAY 
THE GAME.
DO NOT SPIT.

THIS WAS TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

I went down the long tiled corridor
And at the end someone clattered lift gates.

GOING UP!

I preferred to walk and went up the stairs.

I rapped on the office door and asked for God.
The manager was bald and apologetic.
The manager told me God was out.

I walked back down the stairs, down the 
corridor.
There are offices it seems across the way.
He may be in there.

PLEASE USE THE SUBWAY.

I used the subway. I am still walking.
I have met many of my friends. Some of them 
are dead.
The place is well-organised. The 
commissionaires
Are civil, and put their harps aside
When one speaks to them.

Once there were animals here; insects even;
But they grew tired. They went out to play.
The curiosity of men seems endless.

Even I am too curious to blow my brains out.
I will go on walking although I know it is 
useless .-
I heard the manager muttering in his sleep.

“If they find God the place will have to close.
That is why I tell them God is only Out. 
Don’t tell the boys God’ll never be In..”

Poetry Corner

by Christopher 
Caudwell

The Kindom 
of Heaven

Pictured: Christopher Caudwell 1907 -1937

Christopher Caudwell was a Communist Party of Great 
Britain member, poet and influential Marxist thinker.

Born into a relatively well to do Catholic family, Caudwell 
worked as a journalist before working on Marxist critiques 
on a variety of subjects from poetry to his book “The Crisis 
in Physics”.

Like many of his contemporaries, such as John Cornford, 
Caudwell volunteered for the International Brigades in Spain. 
Caudwell was killed in the fighting on the first day of the 
Battle of Jarama, 12th February 1937.

Much of his work was published posthumously including his 
best known book “Illusion and Reality”.

“
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Back 2 Basics
Part Ten: The Falling Rate of Profit

In previous issues of back 
to basics, we have seen 
how capitalism, once a 

progressive force in both 
social and productive terms, 
becomes more parasitic 
and moribund throughout 
its development. More and 
more, the social relations of 
production, crystallised in a 
social and legal system based 
on protection of private 
property, begin to hold back 
the development of society’s 
productive forces. 

More and more, labour 
is wasted in socially-useless 
production or financial 
speculation. Capitalism daily 
fails the majority of people, 
impoverishing them in order 
to make the rich richer.

However, even 
judged by its own standard 
– generation of profit – 
capitalism is failing and, as 
an economic system cannot 
do anything but fail. In 
addition to periodic crises of 
overproduction and financial 
crises, there is an underlying 
tendency for the rate of 
profit to fall over time in 
any capitalist system. It is 
this tendency which drives 
imperialism to constant 
aggressive expansion and the 
extraction of super-profits at 
home and abroad in order to 
sustain itself. The purpose of 
this article is to explore the 
basis of this trend.

As explained in 
previous issues of back to 
basics, capitalist production 

takes place on the basis of 
the exploitation of workers. 
Suppose a worker’s wages (v) 
are £100 per week (this figure 
being determined on the basis 
of the socially-necessary cost 
of sustaining and replacing the 
worker) and that in one week, 
that worker produces, through 
their labour, commodities 
worth £200. £100 of surplus 
value (s) is included within this 
£200. The rate of surplus value, 
calculated as surplus value 
divided by the cost of wages 
(s/v) is 100%.

However, in addition 
to the amount of capital 
needed to pay wages (variable 
capital – v), the capitalist must 
pay for the raw materials, 
wear and tear on machines, 
etc. which is necessary for 
the production of these 
commodities (constant 
capital – c). This amount will 
be transferred directly to the 
value of the commodities 
produced. Therefore the total 
capital advanced (C) will be 
constant capital plus variable 
capital (c+v) and the value of 
the final product will be the 
total capital advanced plus the 
surplus value created by the 
worker (c+v+s). The rate of 
profit on the capital advanced, 
therefore, is the surplus value, 
divided by the total capital 
advanced (s/(c+v)).

The same rate of 
surplus value can therefore 
result in different rates of 
profit, dependent on the 
relationship between constant 

and variable capital within the 
total capital advanced.

For example:

As we can see from 
this table, the higher the 
proportion of constant capital 
contained in the total capital, 
the lower the rate of profit 
attained at a similar rate of 
exploitation.

Now as production 
methods improve and new 
machinery and techniques 
are introduced, a worker can 
produce far more in a given 
time. However, this will not 
result in a higher value being 
produced as the value of a 
commodity is related directly 
to the labour embodied within 
it. If more commodities are 
produced using the same 
quantity of labour, the value 

of that labour will be shared 
between a greater number 
of commodities and each will 
be worth less than it was 
previously. However, a greater 
quantity of raw materials, 

machinery, etc. will be 
consumed in the production 
process than before, its value 

being transferred directly to 
the commodities produced. 
Therefore the amount of 
constant capital (cost of raw 
materials, wear and tear on 
machinery, etc.) contained 
within the total capital will 
increase. As this amount 
increases, so the overall rate of 
profit will decline and capital 
will become less profitable. 
Hence the search to find 
higher rates of profit through 
super-exploitation, control of 
resources and privatisation of 
state assets.

Whilst there are several 
mechanisms which capitalism 
may resort to, to counteract 
this tendency in the short 
term, including increasing 
the rate of exploitation and 
the overall amount of capital 
investment, there is no long-
term solution to this internal 
contradiction within the 
capitalist system except its 
overthrow and replacement 
with a mode of production 
which operates on an 
alternative basis and which is 
concerned with development 
for people not for profit.

Further Reading

Karl Marx, Capital Vol. 3
J. Eaton, Political Economy: 
A Marxist Textbook
E. Mandel, Marxist 
Economic Theory

Back2Basics is a regular feature 
in Challenge, an ongoing series 
of articles of Marxist concepts 
made easy. The whole series is 
also available as a paperback 
pamphlet

there is no 
long-term 
solution to 
this internal 
contradiction 
of the capitalist 
system except 
its overthrow & 
replacement
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