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editorial
Corbyn 
will need 
a united 
and strong 
left and 
trade union 
movement 
to remain in 
place and 
win in 2020 
– or sooner

Johnnie 
Hunter

Dear Comrades,

Welcome to another edition of Challenge as we look towards the end of 
2015.

We are living through a chaotic period of immense upheaval – even by the 
anarchic standards of Capitalism. Imperialism has stoked up sectarian and 
racial tensions in various parts of the World sparking civil wars and creating 
international quagmires  (pp.18-19). The response of the international 
Communist movement must be firm and resolute (pp.4-5).

Here in Britain the ruling class remains firmly on the offensive (p.17). We 
must remain careful and vigilant that Cameron and Co. do not attempt to 
drag Britain into the Syrian Conflict (pp.11-12).The Tory Government’s 
Trade Union Bill must be squarely confronted and defeated (pp.9-10) 
alongside the ongoing struggle to make trade unions relevant to young 
people and win a new generation to the labour movement (pp.10-11).

There have been potentially historic advances with Jeremy Corbyn’s victory 
in the Labour Party leadership election (pp.14-15). However the Blairite 
rebels have become the wolf at the door, braying for a coup and a return to 
Tory-lite policies. Much hangs in the balance and Corbyn will need a united 
and strong left and trade union movement to remain in place and win in 
2020 – or sooner. Although welcoming this change of direction which we 
have so long awaited it is important to remember the fundamental nature of 
social democratic parties. Being reformist not revolutionary, they seek not 
to end capitalism but to mend it.

To put the victory of Corbyn’s win and the new political situation we 
find ourselves in in context we must look to the League’s and the Party’s 
Programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism (pp. 6-8). The Party’s General 
Secretary Robert Griffths has outlined the central role communists, the 
Communist Party and the YCL must play over the coming period.

Going into 2016 comrades there are many reasons to be hopeful, therefore 
we must all look to play our part to build the YCL and the movement. As 
comrade Che said, “The revolution is not an apple that falls when it is ripe. 
You have to make it fall.”

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through writing 
articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t hesitate to get 
in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or writing to Challenge, Ruskin 
House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.
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The 17th International 
Meeting of Communist 
and Workers Parties 

has been successfully held 
in Istanbul on the topic 
“The tasks of Communist 
and Workers’ Parties to 
strengthen the struggle of the 
working class against capitalist 
exploitation, imperialist wars 
and fascism, for workers’ and 
peoples’ emancipation, for 
socialism”.

The meeting was 
attended by 104 delegates, 
representing 58 communist 
and workers’ parties from   
48 countries. 6 parties could 
not attend the meeting 
against their wishes but sent 
their greetings and written 
contributions.

After the extraordinary 
meeting in Damascus and the 
14th meeting in Beirut, it was 
the third of IMCWP meetings 
held in a Middle East country, 
Asia Minor being the junction 
point of unique spheres of 
political class struggle. The 
meeting took place during the 
heydays of the parliamentary 
elections in Turkey, in which 
the hosting Communist Party, 
Turkey took part, under the 
intense oppression of the 
government.

The meeting provided 
an opportunity for an 
exchange of opinions and 
information on the latest 
developments of imperialist 
restructuring, escalation of 
fascist movements in different 
regions and the quest for 
emancipation opening up 
opportunities for a vigorous 
working class struggle. The 
perspective to develop joint 
and convergent action was 
shared.

The parties that 
attended the meeting gave 
information on their activities 
and the progress of communist 
movement in their countries. 
The speakers expressed their 
concern towards the escalating 
prohibitions, persecutions 
and discrimination against 
Communist Parties and 
Communists.

The responsibility of 
the communist and workers’ 
parties to strengthen the 
working class struggle in 
regions under imperialist 
threat and intervention was 
underlined. Likewise stressed 
was the concern about 
rivalries among capitalist 
powers, aggravated by their 
regional collaborators. The 
dangers posed by militarization 

and the concern to fortify anti-
imperialism in such regions of 
competition was expressed.

The refugee crisis 
came to the agenda and the 
need for promoting not only 
internationalist solidarity 
but also class consciousness 
against discrimination policies 
and abortive patronage 
policies was pointed put.

Due to the 
restructuring of capitalism 
exhausted by crisis and the 
restoration of imperialism in 
regions of vacuum, the meeting 
drew attention to the rise of 
erroneous expectations of 
reforming the capitalist order 
in favour of people’s and of 
establishing peace under the 
patronage of imperialism.

The timeliness and 
urgent necessity for promoting 
socialism was resolved as the 
sole answer for the quest of 
peoples against barbarism and 
impoverishment. There was a 
confirmation on breaking away 
from the hegemonic capitalist 
modus vivendi.

The particular 
importance of orienting 
patriotic resistances against 
military aggression and popular 
struggles against austerity 
measures towards a class 

confrontation was pointed 
out. This was reiterated with 
the emphasis to mobilize the 
working class in order to 
lead these struggles towards 
socialism.

Coordinating 
communist and workers’ 
parties’ struggles on all 
these issues in order to stir 
up the class movement on 
a revolutionary basis was 
highlighted.

Participants saluted 
the struggle of the peoples in 
Latin America and the central 
role of communists in these 
struggles for independence and 
socialism strengthening the 
anti-imperialist and progressive 
forces of the region. The 
solidarity with Cuba and its 
socialist revolution, as well as 
with the Venezuelan people 
and their Bolivarian revolution 
was reasserted.

The meeting assessed 
the struggle of the European 
peoples against their 
governments’ imperialist 
policies and domestic 
exploitation of workers and 
enslavement of migrants. The 
determination of the working 
class in Greece to reject 
subordination to the blackmail 
of EU, ECB, IMF including the 

17th International Meeting of 
Communist and Workers’  Parties
In place of our usual in the news 
section Challenge is carrying 
a report from the historic 17th 
International Meeting of Communist 
and Workers’  Parties  held in Istanbul, 
30th October - 1st November and 
attended by the Communist Party of Britain
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rejection of negotiations with 
the Troika was valued. The 
election results in Greece and 
Portugal for the communists 
were hailed, qualified as 
hopeful and encouraging.

The consequences of 
intercontinental confrontations 
and alliances between 
imperialist centres were dealt 
by the participants. NATO’s 
intention to open new military 
bases in Hungary and Slovakia 
and Russia’s interventionist 
policy towards Syria, beside 
the confrontation in Ukraine, 
emerge as a change in power 
balances, both paving the way 
for a reinforced anti-imperialist 
struggle and also increasing 
the precision of communists 
to keep independent from 
mainstream power politics. 
Fascist paramilitary forces are 
deliberately backed by liberal 
governments, shifting the 
context of struggle to identity 
politics and stimulating the 
dilemma of cosmopolitanism 
and nationalism which pushes 
back the internationalist 
stance of the working class. 
On the other hand, the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 

(TPP) and Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) negotiations, which will 
provide a basis for a new wave 
of attacks on the working 
classes, was called to attention 
and taken as an agenda of 
struggle for the forthcoming 
period.

The dual threat in the 
Middle East and North Africa 
caused by the jihadists and the 
Israeli state was confirmed, 
both corresponding to a de 
facto coalition against secular 
and patriotic forces. Not only 
ISIS but also other Islamic 
reactionary groups, notably 
the components of the FSA 
in Syria, have a counter-
revolutionary character and 
their role in legitimizing 
military interventions has 
to be deciphered. The Gulf 
states’ support for these 
jihadist groups and Saudi 
Arabia’s assault in Yemen 
was vigorously condemned 
as well as the threat posed 
by the Israeli state towards 
Syria. More revolting is the 
increasing attacks of Israel 
to the Palestinian people, 
bombing residential areas, 

carrying out arrests. The 
meeting declared its solidarity 
with the people resisting these 
attacks, particularly in Palestine 
and in Syria, calling for an 
uncompromising struggle 
against imperialism and 
fundamentalism.

The growing need to 
strengthen the ideological 
struggle against the infiltration 
of bourgeois ideology within 
the ranks of communist 
movement had been stressed 
in the previous communist and 
workers’ parties’ meetings. 
The current meeting updated 
the facts and warnings. The 
artificial revival of social 
democracy nourished by 
populism, narrowing the 
opposition to neo-liberal 
policies, obsolete dictatorships 
and military aggression sets 
a trap for the communist 
movement rendering the class 
struggle blind against the real 
sources of these attacks. While 
it is imperative to challenge 
all efforts to criminalize 
communists and condemn 
their historical legitimacy, 
there is a further need to 
demarcate the revolutionary 

and class based line of the 
communist and workers’ 
parties from the conformist 
and opportunist tendencies 
within heterogeneous 
opposition movements 
focused on mutant aspects of 
contemporary capitalism.

During the three-
day meeting, the participant 
parties had the opportunity 
to develop their bilateral 
relations, to contact other 
parties and to exchange views.

We believe 
that the international 
meeting contributed to 
the consolidation of the 
communist and workers’ 
parties’ policies in triggering 
the working class movement 
in each country and will 
initiate their common action 
against imperialism and fascism 
by raising up socialism as 
the concrete solution for 
emancipation.

The meeting’s issues 
of action were adopted by 
the parties as guidelines to 
be implemented, materialised 
and to be monitored by the 
Working Group until the 18th 
IMCWP meeting.

NEW COMMUNIST 
PARTY PAMPHLET:

EU Withdrawal - The People’s 
Answer to Austerity

A Communist 
Party pamphlet 
by International 
Secretary Professor 
John Foster who 
puts the case the 
social gains since 
WWII are being 
wiped out by 
the EU and that 
EU withdrawal 
is the answer to 
austerity, racism 
and xenophobia

£2 +p&p
available at www.communist-party.org.uk/



An historic and decisive 
battle of ideas has begun 
in the Labour Party, in 

the labour and progressive 
movements and among the 
population as a whole.

 It’s a battle in which 
everyone on the left must take 
part.

 It didn’t start with the 
election of Jeremy Corbyn 
as Labour leader. But make 
no mistake, his victory 
demonstrates the potential 
for changing our society 
fundamentally and for the 
better.

 Do we want our 
economy and our political 
system to be dominated for 
evermore by the interests of 
big business?

Do we want ourselves 
and future generations always 
to be divided between those 
who have almost all the wealth 
and power, on one side, and on 
the other a large majority who 
have little or nothing?

Do we want to leave 
the solution to periodic mass 
unemployment, debilitating 
poverty, poor housing, 
environmental degradation, 
inequalities of race and gender, 
insecure and unsafe energy 
supplies and episodic wars to 
the biggest owners of capital, 
their giant corporations and 
the state machines which 
serve their interests?

  Or should we 
planning to use human and 
natural resources in the 

interests of the people and the 
planet, developing sustainable 
technology in the interests of 
all, distributing wealth widely 
among those who create it 
and those who need it, putting 
real power in the hands of the 
mass of the people?

In short, should our 
future be capitalist or socialist?

Jeremy Corbyn is the 
first unambiguously socialist 
leader of the Labour Party 
since Keir Hardie in 1908. It 
could be argued that George 
Lansbury and Michael Foot 
were socialists of sorts, 
but they were little more 
than stop-gaps, with the 
latter unwilling to oppose 
British imperialism with any 
consistency.

Corbyn has a long 
record of speaking, voting 
and protesting in favour of 
economic planning, public 
ownership of the commanding 
heights of the economy, the 
redistribution of wealth, safe 
and renewable energy and 
the extension of democratic 
freedoms. He has consistently 
attacked all forms of 
exploitation and oppression, 
unaccountable state power 
and imperialist militarism and 
war.

But his triumph in the 
Labour leadership contest 
was not only a personal one, 
amply deserved, or one for his 
supporters.

 It was a victory for 
popular protest and mass 
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mobilisation – the very things 
we are constantly told are ‘out 
of date’, marginal or futile.

Many of the 251,000 
people who elected Corbyn 
were first drawn into 
political activity through 
their opposition to austerity, 
privatisation, the Bedroom Tax 
and the Iraq War.

They comprise most 
of the 100, 000 and more new 
Labour Party members and 
registered supporters who 
voted for the candidate closely 
associated with the People’s 
Assembly, CND and the 
Stop the War Coalition. They 
responded with enthusiasm 
to his rebellion against the 
Labour whips to vote against 
the vicious Tory Welfare Bill.

The past four years 
have also witnessed an 
upsurge of trade union strikes 
and demonstrations to defend 
jobs, pensions and public 
services against government 
spending cuts. Many of those 
workers were among the 
41,000 affiliated supporters 
who also voted for Corbyn.

Thus we have seen 
how extra-parliamentary 
campaigning and industrial 
action can combine with 
parliamentary and inner-party 
struggle to change the whole 
political situation.

This approach is central 
to the strategy outlined 
in the Communist Party’s 
programme, Britain’s Road to 
Socialism.

As a result, we now 
have a Labour leader who 
provokes unprecedented levels 
of fear and loathing in ruling 
class circles.

That is partly because 
of the policies he advocates: 
an end to austerity, ‘people’s 
Quantitative Easing’; a National 
Investment Bank; higher taxes 
on the rich and big business; 
public ownership of the 
railways, Royal Mail and energy 
utilities; more council housing; 
rent controls; breaking up 
the media monopolies; the 
abolition of Trident and 
withdrawal from NATO.

But, crucially, Corbyn 
also believes that there must 
be a militant mass movement 
outside parliament to back the 
fight for such policies inside. 
This, too, is the perspective 
set out in Britain’s Road to 

Socialism.
Now the fight is on to 

make Corbyn’s manifesto that 
of the Labour Party and its 
elected representatives across 
England, Scotland and Wales. 
But this cannot be done in 
isolation from two other 
strategic objectives.

Firstly, mass and 
militant campaigning has to be 
stepped up and sustained over 
the coming period, thereby 
creating the most favourable 
conditions in which to fight 
and win this battle of ideas. 
Secondly, the wider labour 
and progressive movements 
will have to be won to left 
and progressive policies if 
the Labour Party itself is to 
embrace socialism or even 
social democracy.

On both fronts, the 
Communist Party will play its 
full part as the Marxist party 
of the labour movement.

Communists helped 
initiate the Stop the War 
Coalition, the People’s Charter, 

the Charter for Women and 
the People’s Assembly. We play 
a leading role in rebuilding the 
National Assembly of Women 
and the anti-imperialist British 
Peace Assembly.

Communists also 
help sustain the Morning 
Star and the Marx Memorial 
Library and Workers’ School 
as invaluable resources for 
political debate and education.

Now all on the 
left must play our part in 
maintaining the momentum 
behind this week’s 
demonstrations against ruling 
class and Tory policies.

The People’s Assembly 
should be assisted to expand 
its organisation and activities 
at local level, involving unions 
and trades councils as closely 
as possible.

In addition, we need 
more active solidarity from 
trade unionists, socialists and 
anti-austerity campaigners 
for disability activists resisting 
Tory attacks, and for housing 

YCL T-SHIRTS

£14.99  
+ £1.99 p&p
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NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN THE 
STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM
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waste of capitalism.
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tenants fighting eviction and 
privatisation.

Tory plans to renew 
Trident and divert up to 
£100bn away from socially 
useful programmes should 
spark the biggest revival 
of CND and the peace 
movement since the anti-
Cruise struggle of the 1980s.

Unions in the arms 
industry have a critical role 
to play in this, building on the 
work of Alan Mackinnon and 
others to show how their 
members’ skills and associated 
technology can produce 
valuable non-military goods 
instead of nuclear weapons.

Nor should trade 
unionists be left alone to 
resist the new barrage of Tory 
anti-union legislation, which is 
designed not only to outlaw 
successful strike ballots, clamp 
down on picketing and cut 
funds to the Labour Party – 
but to reduce the rights to 
assembly, demonstration and 
free speech of all protestors.

These and other battles 
over the next few years will 
raise all kinds of economic, 
environmental, social and 
political questions. The 
capitalist state and monopoly 
media will be waging 
ideological warfare every 
day, stooping to any depths 
necessary.

The left must rise 
to the challenge, not only 
within committee rooms and 
conference halls but out in the 
streets, shopping centres and 
workplaces among the masses 
of people.

But it will not be 
enough merely to counter the 
other side’s propaganda. 

The left and the labour 
movement must develop its 
own platform of policies that 
can become the new ‘common 
sense’ of working people and 
the general public.

Already, large sections 
of the left-wing programme 
set out in Britain’s Road to 
Socialism are reflected in 
Corbyn’s manifesto as well 
as in the policies of many 
trade unions, the Charter for 
Women (now endorsed by 
14 unions nationally) and the 
People’s Manifesto issued by 
the People’s Assembly before 
last May’s general election.

However, across the left 
and the labour and progressive 
movements there needs to 
be deeper understanding of 
the huge obstacle that EU 
membership presents to 
political advance.

Its fundamental 
treaties and institutions seek 
to impose monetarism and 
austerity, marketisation of 
public services, free movement 
of capital, labour ‘flexibility’ 
and the super-exploitation of 
migrant workers on all EU 
member states; they outlaw 
‘people’s Quantitative Easing’ 
and demand that public 
enterprises be run as though 
in private capitalist ownership.

The Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Pact being 
negotiated in secret between 
the EU and the US intends to 
enforce most of these policies 
across the two continents.

In Scotland, 
it will be important 
to win people for a 
federal Britain, the 
redistribution of 
wealth and unity 
against monopoly 
capitalism instead 
of ‘independence’ 
under the Bank 
of England, the 
Crown, the EU 
and NATO.

It is this 
combination 
of popular 
campaigning 
and mass 
politicisation 
that can 
consolidate 
this 
summer’s 
left turn.

Both will be 
strengthened by the growth 
of a bigger, more influential 
Communist Party. As 
experience indicates, whether 
in the mid 1930s or the early 
1970s, when the Communist 
Party advances so too does 
the whole labour movement 
including the left wing of the 
Labour Party.

Those Labour MPs 
whose first loyalty is to big 
business, the EU or US foreign 
policy, NATO and nuclear 
weapons will have to make 
way for others who put the 
labour movement first.

If we can mobilise 
enough people against ruling 
class policies and inflict a fatal 

referendum defeat on Prime 
Minister Cameron with an 
anti-EU campaign from the left, 
the Tory minority regime will 
fall before 2020.

Then a militant, political 
mass movement based on the 
organised working class can 
help put a left government 
into office – and point Britain 
towards the road to socialism.

Robert Griffths is 
General Secretary of the 
Communist Party.



When Sajid Javid 
announced the 
terms of punitive 

new union laws, the labour 
movement was left pondering 
serious questions.

The past five years 
have seen vibrant campaigns 
against NHS privatisation, the 
gagging laws, the privatisation 
of Royal Mail — but only in 
a few exceptional cases have 
campaigners defeated Tory 
laws politically.

Some still advocate 
for the Kill the Bill campaign 
to focus on undermining the 
new, albeit small, Tory majority 
in the House of Commons, 
while others see parliamentary 
lobbying as a non-starter.

But for Kevin Halpin, 
the answer seems obvious. 
The life-long union militant 
became the founding chair of 
the Liaison Committee for 
the Defence of Trade Unions 
which was set up to resist 
anti-union legislation in the 
mid 1960s. A union convener 
at Ford, he had been sacked 
several years before — exactly 
the sort of victimisation he has 
spent his life fighting against.

He became crucial 
in resistance to successive 
attempts to curtail the rights 
of workers. And his guiding 
principle was always the same. 
“We didn’t oppose going to 
Parliament, but we opposed 
Parliament being the be-all and 
end-all.”

This time round, Halpin 
is hopeful that the official 
structures of the trade unions 
can play a stronger part in 
resisting the changes.

He is impressed by 
the motions submitted by 
unions to TUC Congress. 
“They’re suggesting the TUC 
take some action, starting by 
demonstrations.

“But if someone gets 
rapped for it, put inside, the 

TUC will have to call major 
action. They will this time I 
think because we’ve got a 
better TUC than we used to.”

Getting union 
leaderships on side has always 
been worth the effort,

Halpin tells me. The 
liaison committee “aimed to 
get [union] executives along 
with us” on each occasion it 
resisted anti-union legislation.

“That was the 
argument we had. There were 
Trots who said we shouldn’t 
have the executives of unions 
with us but we said: ‘well 
we should have everybody 
with us, and we succeeded 
in getting the TUC to call a 
general strike’ in 1972.”

The liaison committee’s 
first struggles were against the 
restrictions on union power 
recommended in the 1968 
Donovan report and Barbara 
Castle’s In Place of Strife 
white paper — which the 
then Labour government was 
forced to withdraw.

But the real struggle 
came with the 1971 Industrial 
Relations Act, which was 
brought in under Edward 
Heath’s Tory government and 
went further than either.

The Act concentrated 

power in the leaderships of 
unions, and made no-strike 
agreements easier a to 
implement.

Then, the struggle 
was different: “A lot of the 
union executives and officials 
welcomed the anti-union laws, 

because it gave them control.
“Whereas before the 

rank and file were getting in 
control.”

It also established the 
National Industrial Relations 
Court — which would grant 
injunctions against strikes. In 

TRADE UNION BILL
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Conrad Landin Morning 
Star industrial reporter, 
talks to ex-Ford 
union convener and 
communist industrial 
organiser Kevin Halpin 
about the Industrial 
Relations Act.

NEW COMMUNIST 
PARTY PAMPHLET:

Trade Union Bill and 
How to Kill it

£2 +p&p
available at  

www.communist-party.
org.uk/

A Communist 
Party pamphlet 

on the Tory assault 
contained in the 
Trade Union Bill 

and the need for 
and trajectory of a 
working class fight 

back
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Making Unions 
Relevant
OWAIN HOLLAND discusses the historical reasons for 
the situation Britain’s trade unions find themselves in 
- and how to make them relevant to young workers 
today.
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the event of a breach, the law 
allowed the sequestration of 
union funds.

The confrontation that 
killed the Bill, Halpin says, was 
the dockers’ strike of 1972 — 
immortalised by the cases of 
the Pentonville 5.

“The TUC eventually, 
very reluctantly, when we’d 
stopped the whole bloody 
country, agreed to call a 
general strike,” he recalls. 
“The dockers were put in jail 
on the Friday. By Saturday we 
had Fleet Street out, and we 
continued growing the strikes, 
we had Waterloo out. We had 
it out on a rank and file basis.

“So that was our 
position, call strikes, rank and 
file, and get the executives and 
the TUC to back them.”

The now-retired 
Halpin is hopeful that similar 
industrial defiance can be used 
to undermine the current 
proposals to the point that 
they are not effective.

While the Bill’s 
proposal to implement strike 
thresholds has gained most 
attention, trade unionists are 
more concerned by limitations 
on picketing — including the 
necessity to inform bosses and 
authorities of individual pickets 
and even plans to restrict 
social media activity.

“We’ll have to see what 
the Tories do, because they 
can enact things, but carrying 
them out is a different matter,” 
Halpin says. “Tactically I don’t 
think they will work, people 
won’t carry them out, and 
that’s how it will have to be — 
defiance of the laws.

“But defiance of the 
laws has to be carried out 
right the way through.

“For instance, you 
don’t know who’s going to be 
in charge of the picket until 
they’re out there. And you 
can’t name the pickets, because 
if you name the pickets they’ll 
be on the front line for getting 
sacked, won’t they?

“If there’s not such a 
big impetus from the rank 
and file movement, it has to 
be the official movement,” he 
concludes. “But we’ll have to 
push it.

“The broader the 
movement, the better it will 
be.”

The 1970’s witnessed 
the highest rate of 
unionisation of the 

British workforce. Roughly 
80% of the workers in this 
country were in a trade union. 
It was no mistake that this 
zenith of organised labour 
coincided with the most equal 
society this country has ever 
seen. Wages were higher than 
they are now and the average 
working-class person was 
materially better off, in relative 
terms, than the average 
worker nowadays.

In the near-half-century 
since then we have witnessed 
a concerted attack from the 
ruling classes upon organised 
labour that reached its 
peak in the singling out and 
defeating of the most powerful 
and militant unions and the 
destroying and outsourcing 
of the industries they resided 
in which left the bourgeoisie 
relatively unopposed by the 
workers. This allowed the 
ruling class to re-write the law 
to further shackling unions by 
the state and leaving them in 
a poorer condition to allow 
them to act as a vehicle for 
the working class struggle 
and therefore to achieve 
gains for society. This caused 
the decline of trade union 
membership which now stands 
at around 20%. This decline 
and stagnation has left the 
movement in a rut. Unable to 
operate with any strength in 
a labour market where with 
the type of employment now 
available and the casualisation 
of labour, things like zero 

hours contracts, low pay, little 
opportunities of advancement 
and increasing isolation from 
the products of labour are 
further exaggerated than 
they were during the golden 
years of social democracy. 
These types of employment 
disproportionately affect 
young workers but as 
time goes on will grow to 
encompass vast swathes of 
jobs if we don’t act now.

Coinciding with 
this attack on the working 
class came a change in the 
historical narrative, in society’s 
perception of history and how 
we arrived at where we are 
at present. Unions are often 
seen as having been crippled 
and made 
ineffective, 
this view 
helps 
breed 
negative 

opinions and ignorance around 
trade unions. Which keeps 
union membership down by 
hindering recruitment. This 
is the prevailing narrative, 
cultural hegemony, if you like, 
that we have to change. This 
must begin by combating the 
lack of class-consciousness 
among today’s youth. We need 
to override the pluralism of 
modern culture and bring 
class perspective to the 
fore. This must be done by 
recruiting young workers into 
unions.

One of the problems 
we face, apart from the 
negative opinion surrounding 
trade unionism, is making 
unions relevant to young 

people. To do 
this we need 
to inform 
young 
workers 
about 
what 
unions 
can 
do to 



make work better for them. 
Many people may see unions 
as a purely defensive ‘insurance 
policy’ type organisation. Many 
people may well think it worth 
paying £13 a month or so to 
keep themselves secure if they 
are getting paid well. Many 
young people are not paid 
well and may see such a thing 
as an unnecessary expense 
that can be foregone. We need 
to inform young workers 
that unions don’t have to be 
a purely reactive presence 
and that they can actually be 
proactive in securing gains in 
terms of pay and conditions. 
We also need to work within 
union structures to secure 
things to make joining a union 
less of a financial burden for 
young precarious workers. 
Fees can be reduced for those 
on low hours or zero hours 
contracts by a change in union 
policy.

Things are starting to 
change in the approach unions 
are taking towards young 
workers. In many workplaces 
traditional recruitment 
methods of getting people to 
join a union aren’t working 
and they have realised they 

need to change tack if they 
are to recruit young workers. 
It is a cliche but it’s true that 
young people are the future 
and if we, as a trade union 
movement, fail to recruit 
them then unions will cease 
to exist in just a few decades. 
The bureaucratic structures 
of the unions are finally being 
brought around to the fact 
that they must listen to their 
young members, if they are 
to engage with the wider 
group of unorganised workers, 
who are far more likely to 
understand the problems that 
will be encountered and will 
be more effective in reaching 
out to the target audience.

The country’s largest 
union, Unite, for example 
has taken inspiration for 
its latest campaign aimed 
at young workers from the 
USA. The Fight 4 $15 has 
achieved notable success 
across the Atlantic by using 
a different approach to 
unionising workplaces where 
precarious employment and 
zero hours contracts etc. 
prevail. In many places, states 
and cities, the campaign has 
unionised workplaces and 

raised minimum wages up 
to £15 p/h, achieved better 
health and safety conditions 
and many other inspirational 

achievements. The approach 
taken has been different from 
just going into workplaces, 
handing out membership 
forms and asking people to 
join a particular union. The 
campaign has focused solely 
on targeting issues and getting 
the focus on to achieving 

specific goals rather than 
getting people to join a union 
and then sitting back waiting 
for the union to come and find 
out what their problems are. 
Where possible activists have 
sought to focus the attentions 
of local communities onto 
scandalous employment 
situations and to engage them 
in boycotts and protests. 

This is the sort of thing 
more unions need to be doing 
in their respective industries. 
Having said that; recruiting 
workers into unions may 
secure better lives for workers 
and those around them but it 
is only the start of the road 
towards permanently changing 
society for the better, a path 
which must involve using the 
potential power of organised 
labour via the trade union 
movement to secure a socialist 
society that cannot be easily 
unravelled.

Owain Holland is Chair 
of the Young Communist 
League and a member 
of the Executive 
Committee.

EUROPEAN UNION

It is a cliche 
but it’s true that 
young people 
are the future 
and if we, as 
a trade union 
movement, fail 
to recruit them 
then unions will 
cease to exist 
in just a few 
decades.

11

THE  EU’s SECRET 
WAR CLAUSE

Terrorist attacks on 
Western soil will 
inevitably spark 

hyperbolic responses from 
the British and European 
Establishment, and these very 
human tragedies are often 
manipulated for a number of 
reasons.

They are frequently 
used as a motive with which 
to target and undermine our 

rights to privacy and personal 
freedom, or to justify confused 
or downright imperialist plans 
for intervention in foreign 
countries.

So far, we have 
witnessed both of these 
responses in the wake of last 
month’s attacks in Paris.

But another agency 
of reactionary politics has 
also been reinforced in the 

aftermath of the attacks.
On November 17, 

France made use of an 
obscure mechanism of the 
Lisbon Treaty calling on other 
EU member countries to assist 
in its military operation in 
Syria.

As such, a politically 
united EU with its own foreign 
policy and interventionist 
military objectives was 

strengthened, impinging on the 
sovereignty and independence 
of peoples across Europe.

The mechanism used, 
known as Clause 42.7 of the 
Lisbon Treaty of 2007, states 
that: “If a member state is the 
victim of armed aggression 
on its territory, the other 
member states shall have 
towards it an obligation of aid 
and assistance by all the means 

France is using an obscure part of 
the Lisbon Treaty to suck the EU 
into its Paris revenge campaign 

writes JULIAN JONES
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in their power.”
In other words, any 

country deemed to have 
suffered an armed attack can 
call on other EU nations to 
apply their military powers, 
away from accountability and 
with little democratic scrutiny.

Any claim that French 
territory is under attack is 
particularly spurious and is of 
a deeply arbitrary nature.

No matter how tragic 
the events, under no stretch 
of the imagination can it be 
claimed that France has been 
the victim of a sustained 
armed aggression.

And why is it that the 
only seemingly acceptable 
response to such an 
“aggression” should be that 
Britain and other EU member 
states call up their armies and 
air forces in order to “assist” 
France? Why should this 
“assistance” take place not in 
France but some 3,000 miles 
away in Syria?

Strict boundaries 
regulating what might be 
considered an “armed 
aggression” of a member state 
and the appropriate responses 
have not been thought out.

It is doubtful whether 
they will be considered in 
future instances either.

And the implications 
of this particular clause go 
beyond issues such as legal 
definitions or parameters. 
At stake is the entire future 
direction which the EU will 
take.

The application of 
Clause 42.7 does not merely 
function as a joint European 
strategy to combat a common 
enemy — there is, of course, 
an obvious need to counter 
Islamist terrorism at a 
European level.

But the application 
of this mechanism also 
confirms long-held fears by 
organisations such as No2EU 
that the EU has marked out 
a path which leads towards a 
political and military United 
States of Europe.

Under this clause, 
imperialist powers such as 
France, Germany, Spain, and 
of course Britain can ask 
other member countries to 
join in their military ventures 
with little or no consultation, 
consolidating the military and 

political union of the EU.
At the heart of this 

issue is also a lack of respect 
for democratic accountability 
and the sovereignty of 
European peoples.

While most European 
democracies are flawed in 
some respect — look no 
further than our hereditary 
House of Lords — at very 
least the electorate has a 
limited voice and is free to 
elect representatives, who 
can, in turn, present, draft and 
change laws. 

The single most 
important decision our 
governments make — 
whether to go to war or not 
— should be decided uniquely 
and exclusively by our own 
representatives.

The case for war and, 
lest we forget, the potential 
for deaths of our own 
troops resulting from such a 
decision, should not be made 
by Francois Hollande, EU 
commissioners or any other 
foreign heads of state.

Of course, France’s 
decision to invoke the clause 
did not immediately bind our 
government to go to war, 
but it’s one of the reasons 
which has precipitated David 
Cameron’s rush to push 
through a vote in Parliament.

Next time, under 
different circumstances and 
a different set of pressures, 
Cameron might not even seek 
a vote in Parliament. He is not 
strictly obliged to.

On the very same day 
as the invocation of Clause 

42.7, the EU Commission 
decided to exempt France 
from its economic restraints 
in order to pursue its military 
objectives.

This decision, which 
went hand in hand with Clause 
42.7, showed that the EU is 
prepared to forgo all of its 
economic posturing in order 
to back up its newfound 
military zeal.

Under normal 
circumstances, the European 
Fiscal Compact — which 
thankfully Britain has not 
signed up to — dictates that 
no country can have a level of 
debt higher than 3 per cent 
of its GDP, placing strict limits 
on public expenditure. Here, 
the very clear message is that 
a country with education, 
healthcare or policing 
shortfalls is bound to austerity 
out of necessity.

When it comes to 
highly draining military 
spending, however, the EU and 
its institutions will permit a 
healthy dose of free-spending 
Keynesianism.

Does not a public 
healthcare crisis, like the one 
in Greece, deserve to be taken 
as seriously as a terrorist 
attack?

Why the exemption for 
bellicose military projects and 
not for other crucial matters?

What all of this entails 
is that a country which 
doesn’t want to set aside a 
large amount of its annual 
expenditure towards military 
expenditure, or doesn’t 
agree with a quite arbitrary 

conclusion that an EU member 
country is under attack or 
refuses to comply with Clause 
42.7 could be at risk from 
EU-imposed legal or political 
penalties.

These recent measures 
underline the fact that while 
much of the left rallies 
around the dangers of Nato 
membership pushing countries 
into war despite the opinions 
of its populace, EU treaties 
including similar conditions are 
roundly ignored.

So what does this 
mean for those of us in Britain 
who would like to escape 
the prospect of more foreign 
interventions, which have 
undoubtedly made our world 
a scarier place for all?

The simple answer is 
that reclaiming democratic 
control and sovereignty over 
Britain’s foreign policy from 
Nato and the EU must be 
a priority for any anti-war 
campaigner.

We have enough to 
contend with in trying to 
stop our own politicians, 
of whichever hue, to stop 
interventions abroad, without 
having to stop any one of a 
multitude of European or 
international leaders dragging 
the country kicking and 
screaming into further wars 
too.

Julian Jones is 
International Secretary 
of the Young Communist 
League and a member 
of the Executive 
Committee.

The “Charles de Gaulle” aircraft carrier, flagship of the French 
Navy, was dispatched to the Eastern Meditterranean to strike ISIS
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The Young Communist 
League of Britain 
would like to express 

its wholehearted sympathy 
towards the victims of the 
terrorist attacks which took 
place in Paris and Beirut. As 
well as echoing the sentiments 
outlined in the Communist 
Party of Britain’s statement 
on the matter, the YCL would 
like to send its condolences 
to our fraternal comrades 
in the Mouvement Jeunes 
Communistes de France 
(MCJF), for the atrocities 
committed towards their 
friends, comrades and fellow 
countrymen and women. We 
lament the tragic death of a 
Chilean comrade, PCF militant 
and exiled young communist, 
Patricia San Martin and her 
daughter Elsa Veronique 

Delplace San Martin. These are 
the times when comradeship 
matter the most. As a 
youth organisation we must 
remember that the bulk of the 
deaths were caused as a result 
of hatred enacted against the 
young and the things that 
young people like doing. 

Communists around 
the world believe that these 
attacks are the direct result 
of imperialist strategies, 
lead by the US, Britain and 
France, which mire entire 
regions around the world 
in a permanent state of 
conflict and chaos. If it 
wasn’t already clear, we can 
now see that successive 
wars and interventions in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and 
many other countries, as 
well as the active financial 

and strategic encouragement 
of Islamist forces in Syria 
and other countries, have all 
contributed not only to a 
greater and greater insecurity 
in the region, but also to 
the growth of terrorism in 
our home territories. Most 
crucially, our governments 
should stop supporting 
regimes with salafist ideologies 
and sometimes very direct 
connections to Islamic 
State and other reactionary 
forces. We must ask who 
is supporting them, who is 
buying their petrol, who is 
allowing them to operate with 
such impunity. 

Alongside this, we 
must also place the fair 
share of blame on our 
unequal, capitalist societies 
which create terrorists by 

marginalising and excluding 
Muslims and young working 
class people from the very 
communities they live in, 
accentuating this class hatred 
with blatant and covert 
racist approaches and making 
them prone to manipulation 
by external organisations. 
Both Britain and France 
share an atrocious record of 
promoting the exclusion and 
impoverishment of Muslim 
communities (which are 
overwhelmingly working class) 
and we stand in full solidarity 
with them.

Liberté, égalité, 
fraternité!

Le capitalisme n’a pas 
d’avenir – NOUS SI!  

YCL Executive Committee

The Communist 
Party of Britain has 
condemned terrorist 
attacks in Paris and 

Beirut and warned against the 
danger of an upsurge in racism 
and state repression that 
might result.

  Meeting over the 
weekend (14th November), 
the party’s executive 
committee agreed to send 
a message to the French 
Communist Party expressing 
condolence and solidarity with 
all those who lost loved ones 
in Friday night’s atrocities.

  At the same time, 
Britain’s Communists warned 

that the killers in France and 
Lebanon were the ‘direct 
descendants of the terrorist 
groups supported, armed, 
funded and trained by the 
US, Britain and allied Middle 
Eastern dictatorships in 
Afghanistan in the 1970s and 
early 1980s’.

  ‘It has been the 
strategic objective of the 
Western imperialist powers 
to maintain or re-establish 
their political and economic 
domination of the “Greater 
Middle East” region, using 
wars, coups and chaos to 
remove the obstacles in 
their way’, CP chair Liz Payne 

told the meeting. The results 
could now been seen in the 
mass migrations of refugees 
fleeing Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria 
and Libya and the further 
rise of fascist and far right 
movements in the Scandinavian 
countries, France, Germany, 
Poland and Turkey.

  She insisted that 
the struggle for democratic 
freedoms was indivisible, 
whether in France, Britain, 
Saudi Arabia or Iran, just as the 
fight against sectarian and state 
terrorism should be supported 
whether in France, Lebanon, 
Palestine or Yemen.

  ‘In particular, the 

NATO powers and their 
Middle Eastern allies should 
stop arming and funding 
terrorist groups in Syria and 
start supporting the Damascus 
regime in its desperate battle 
against ISIS and other sectarian 
forces’, Ms Payne demanded.

  Instead, she reiterated 
the view of the Communist 
Party and its sister parties in 
the Middle East that political 
and humanitarian solutions 
are urgently required there, 
not more outside military 
intervention to promote 
Western imperialist interests.

YCL Statement in Solidarity 
with the Victims of Terror

CP: “Solidarity against 
Sectarian and State Terror”
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DAOUD HAMDANI celebrates the significance of Corbyn’s victory 
and warns of tasks and hazards ahead for the left in Britain

CORBYN IN 
CHARGE

In September 2015, the news 
that all British communists 
– young and old – had 

been waiting almost forty 
years for finally arrived. The 
news broke with a crash of 
thunder that shook the ruling 
class of this country and their 
Blairite lackeys to their core. 
The Labour Party’s seemingly 
unstoppable drift to the right 
was halted in its tracks with 
the election of Jeremy Corbyn 
– the first left-wing Labour 
leader since Harold Wilson.

This momentous 
victory for the Left and the 
Labour Movement stunned 
even those who had fought 
hammer and tongs for 

Corbyn’s campaign. Initially 
a rank outsider, Jeremy’s 
straightforward, inclusive, 
and honest approach to 
parliamentary politics 
immediately struck a chord 
with the masses of British 
workers who for far too 
long had endured the empty, 
soulless, and mind-numbing 
drivel of New Labour quacks 
like Tony Blair and Peter 
Mandelson. Rallies where he 
went to speak were packed 
out, with standing room 
only and crowds spilling out 
onto the streets outside. 
As the campaign gathered 
pace, Election Day drew 
nearer, and the other Blairite 

and reactionary candidates 
began to be overshadowed; 
there appeared a slogan all 
across the mass monopoly 
media upon which you 
could practically smell the 
sickly sweet sweat of those 
who feared the inevitable 
resurgence of Socialism. That 
slogan was: “Anyone But 
Corbyn”.

But despite all the 
attempts by the ruling class 
to outmanoeuvre Corbyn, 
bully and threaten votes 
away from him, and to delay 
polling and undemocratically 
interfere with balloting; Jeremy 
trounced all opposition and 
won spectacularly. For his 

politics, his principles, and his 
victory, the Young Communists 
of Britain wholeheartedly 
congratulate Mr Corbyn. 
Now, aided by a stellar 
Shadow-Cabinet including 
John McDonnell as Shadow-
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
he, his supporters, and the 
ever-growing Labour rank-
and-file can begin to turn back 
the clock on years of betrayal, 
defeat, and abandonment of 
class politics by the Labour 
Party. But if anyone inside or 
outside of Labour thinks that 
he or his politics are in for an 
easy time of it, they are sadly 
mistaken.

Already we have 



seen the organs of Capital 
mobilise against the new 
Labour leadership. The Sun 
newspaper has referred to 
John McDonnell as “Mad 
Mac”, Alan Sugar has said he 
“would move to China” in the 
event of a Labour victory, and 
a senior military figure has 
threatened “direct action” if a 
left-wing Labour government 
came to power. The forces 
arrayed against our class are 
rich and powerful, and will 
stop at NOTHING to ensure 
the maintenance of their own 
wealth, power, and privilege. 
The threat of a military coup 
in Britain – after all, what else 
can “direct action” by the 
armed forces refer to – says 
it all.

In such a tumultuous 
political environment as we 
presently face, there can be 
no doubt that the Communist 
aim and declared political 
strategy of attempting to turn 
the post-2007 capitalist crisis 
into a political crisis for the 
ruling class is finally starting to 
bear fruit. Ordinary working 
people have had enough of 
political gimmickry and “out 
with the old, in with the same” 
approaches to politics. The 
sleeping lion of the British 
working class beginning to 
awaken, and is starting to draw 
and sharpen its claws.

Under the leadership 
of Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Labour Party has a chance 
to renew and strengthen its 
historic and organic links 
with the Trade Unions, and 
to develop existing links with 
progressive organisations 
such as the CND, Stop the 
War Coalition, and others. 
Most importantly; it has the 
chance to re-connect with 
several generations of workers, 
many of whom are young and 
have been born during the 
low-ebb of militancy that has 
persisted since the victories 
of Thatcher. Labour, with 
its new direction, can now 
seek to make parliamentary 
politics RELEVANT for this 
young generation who will, if 
approached in the right way, 
stand up and be counted as 
good and true class soldiers in 
the struggle against capitalism 
and imperialism.

Corbyn’s politics have 
been called “divisive” by many, 

and this is not untrue. The 
well-known parable that you 
can fool all of the people some 
of the time, or some of the 
people all of the time, but you 
cannot fool all of the people 
all of the time still resonates 
as true. Swap the word “fool” 
for the word “appease” and 
it is easy to understand why 
politics NEEDS to be divisive. 
We should remember that 
politics within a class-divided 
society is necessarily divisive – 
all that matters is that we do 
not let our class be divided, 
and that our interests, as 
opposed to those of the ruling 
class, are victorious. Labour 
finally has a leader who knows 
which side he is on.

But we communists, 
amongst ourselves at least, 
must re-cork the champagne 
at this point; and bring 
ourselves back down to Earth, 
not allowing ourselves to get 
too heady on the intoxicating 
fumes of the movement’s 
victory. Our philosophy of 
Dialectical and Historical 
Materialism does not allow us 
the taking of chances on other 
people and the accompanying 
abdication of our responsibility 
which, for many, inevitably 
follows the election of a strong 
leader such as J.C.

We have a duty to be 
realists and to understand 
the nature of the State under 
capitalism. And the reality is 
that parliamentary politics will 
not, and never has, delivered 
socialism in Britain or in any 
other country. Socialism, 
the people’s democratic 
dictatorship, relies on the 
leading role of the Marxist-
Leninist Party to ensure its 
uncorrupted construction 
inside a given nation. And as 
Marx rightly points out; “force 
is the midwife of every old 
society pregnant with a new 
one”. 

Of course, force 
does not necessarily need to 
mean violence. But as the full 
strength of the ruling class 
and their acolytes are brought 
to bear against Corbyn’s 
leadership, and political and 
economic sabotage increases 
in the attempt to derail a 
Left-wing opposition which 
will hopefully become a 
Left-wing government with 
an Alternative Economic 

and Political Strategy, civil 
disobedience, industrial & 
community militancy, and 
other extra parliamentary 
force will be needed. Not 
only in order to undermine 
and combat these attacks but 
to help steel the resolve of 
Corbyn and Co. to ensure 
that the Labour Party under 
their leadership stays on 
the right track and does not 
regress to class-collaboration, 
compromise, and capitulation. 
We young communists must 
work to create, exponentially 
increase, and direct the use of 
such force.

Finally, we in the YCL 
must work to embolden and 
educate the youth of Britain 
to support the struggle for 

reform and foster the unity 
of an anti-monopoly alliance 
which will propel the Labour 
Party to power in 2020 
or sooner. The need for a 
strong Communist Party and 
movement is more essential 
now than ever. Not only to 
guard against the treachery 
of social democrats but 
also push for revolutionary 
gains. Corbyn’s election is a 
great start, but only the first 
small step towards socialist 
revolution in Britain. 

Daoud Hamdani is a 
member of the Young 
Communist League 
Executive Committee.
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Constitution of the YCL 
IV. Membership 
Members shall be expected to:

Do your bit and support the 
People’s Paper! 

Sell, read and encourage 
other young people to read 
and support the Morning Star

Ask a question, 
start a debate, 
comment, 
criticism or 
praise - all 
welcome! 
 
Send letters to: 
challenge@ycl.org.uk

We’ve relaunched the 
Challenge Letters Page!



Right: 
the YCL 
delegation 
holds a bilateral  
meeting
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19th General Assembly of the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth

In November 2015, the 
Young Communist 
League of Britain had the 

pleasure of attending the 
19th General Assembly of 
WFDY (the World Federation 
of Democratic Youth), the 
international federation for 
progressive, anti-imperialist 
and democratic youth groups, 
in Havana, Cuba.

Our General Secretary, Zoe 
Hennessy, and our Chair, 
Owain Holland, attended 
WFDY’s General Assembly 
to meet with 83 different 
organisations from across the 
globe; many Communist and 

socialist youth movements 
as well as progressive and 
national liberation movements 
were represented.

Discussion centred on 
the organisation’s political 
direction and we had the 
opportunity to hold bilateral 
meetings to improve relations 
and understandings between 
organisations. Meetings were 
held between the YCL and 
KNE (Communist Youth of 
Greece), EDON (Communist 
Youth of Cyprus), the 
Portuguese Young Communist 
League and many others.

The World Federation of 
Democratic Youth has 
more than 180 member 

organisations in more than 
100 countries. It organises and 
takes part in regular inter-
national campaigns and day’s 
of action such as the cam-

paign against an EU army, the 
solidarity campaign “Freedom 
& Justice to Palestine”, the 
international days of solidarity 
action with the KSM, the inter-
national campaign to free the 
Miami five and many more.

The World Federation of Demcratic Youth

The 19th WFDY General Assembly

In November the YCL sent a delegation to the 19th WFDY General 
Assembly celebrating 70 years since the organisations founding 

The work of WFDY in each country is carried out by its member 
organisations and by the structures of WFDY such as the Gen-
eral Council and Co-ordinating Council elected by the WFDY 
Assembly. WFDY is an international NGO which has consultative 
status with the United Nations (ECOSOC) and an operational 
relationship with UNESCO.

To learn more about WFDY, its campaigns and history go to 
www.wfdy.org

Left: YCL Chair 
Owain Holland 
addresses 
the assembly 
during a 
political 
debate



Comrades, brother and 
sisters, we bring our 
solidarity and greetings 

on behalf of the Young 
Communist League of Britain.

We salute the broad 
anti-imperialist nature of the 
federation and its member 
organisations.

We thank the Cuban 
people and the UJC for their 
hospitality on this, the 70th 
anniversary of the World 
Federation of Democratic 
Youth.

We have the following 
to say about the situation in 
our own country;

The people of Britain 
are under the most right-wing 
government we have seen 
since the days of Margaret 
Thatcher.

At the last elections in 
May the right-wing managed 
to do what no-one expected 
and secured a majority in 
parliament.

Instantly they 
intensified their onslaught 
against the working-class of 
Britian, Their welfare cuts have 
seen disabled people die as a 
direct result of the withdrawal 
of state support.

Essential public services 

such as health care provision, 
postal services, highways and 
other such pieces of vital 
infrastructure have been sold 
to private corporations. Local 
authorities are being forced 
to enact similar such cuts on 
local levels. Things that have 
not yet been privatised are 
being prepared for selling off 
such as police and fire and 
rescue services.

1 million people rely 
on charity hand-outs for their 
food, whilst at the same time  
the government, which says 
there is no money for public 
services, is negotiating an 
expensive deal to renew the 
country’s nuclear weapons. 
Weapons which are controlled 
and provided by the USA.

Our welfare state is 
being dismantled and it is 
often women who are left 
to pick up the pieces as they 
are often in caring roles for 
children, the disabled and 
elderly. Women often have the 
most precarious employment 
conditions.

The left has been slow 
to respond but in recent 
months the Labour Party 
has witnessed a mass public 
movement opposed to the 

destruction of our society. This 
movement has strong anti-
nuclear and anti-war elements 
which gives people hope that 
one of the centres of global 
imperialism may be turned 
around.

Our country has a long 
legacy of imperialism reaching 
right up to the present day 
but the government’s ability to 
propagate imperialism shows 
signs of being on the wane 
with mass demonstrations 
against the Iraq war, and more 
recently, an opposition within 
parliament that managed to 
halt the right-wing’s plan to 
send troops to Syria. This has 
not stopped the right banging 
their war drums however and 
work must still be done to 
resist this issue.

One of the largest 
problems our organisation 
has with the new movement 

surrounding the Labour Party 
is its ambiguous stance on the 
European Union, with many 
pro-EU elements within the 
party. We are making clear the 
case that the EU is completely 
unreformable and that a clear 
exit can be the only option.

The Young Communist 
League considers its 
immediate task is to engage 
with the mass movement, 
that has grown up around the 
Labour Party, to educate the 
youth and draw them into the 
trade union struggle and to 
highlight the pro-fascist nature 
of the EU.

We look forward after 
several years of our lacking 
presence to continuing to 
work with WFDY and its 
member organisations.

Youth Unite! For peace 
and socialism!

WFDY GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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The following speech was 
delivered to the World 
Federation of Democratic 
Youth’s 19th General Assembly 
in Havana, Cuba, on the 10th 
of November 2015 on behalf of 
the Young Communist League 
by YCL Chair Person OWAIN 
HOLLAND



ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM

Terror Attacks.
Islamic State.
Islamic Fundamentalism.
NATO and the West.

The horrific and evil 
attacks on the French 
capital of Paris on the 

night of the 13th of November 
not only shook the western 
world to its very core, but 
also brought the issue of 
Islamic fundamentalism to the 
forefront of political debate.

As usual, there have 
been cries from the European 
right to close the borders, 
heighten security and continue 
with the flawed policy of 
NATO air strikes on the 
Islamic State. These calls 
are typical of the right wing; 
unintelligent, vicious, angry and 
Islamophobic. 

Their shallow analysis 
leads them to assume that all 
Muslims are inherently violent 
and that the problem is not 
religious fundamentalism, but 
the entire religion itself. Not 
only is this ignorant of all fact 
and understanding of Islam, but 
it is also a deeply racist belief.

These assumptions fuel 
the oppression of Muslims 
globally, and also conveniently 
sidestep the fact that fascistic 

bodies – such as Daesh (or 
ISIS, Islamic State as they are 
more commonly known) – 
tend to arise from the carnage 
of economic or political crises. 
If we are to thoroughly study 
the factors behind Daesh’s 
rise, we must look firstly at the 
history of the region in which 
they are active.

The Middle East 
has long been a hotbed of 
reactionary activity, despite 
chances at progress in places 
like Afghanistan where the 
socialist Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan broke down 
feudal exploitation and 
brought women’s equality 
to the fore. This, however, is 
not due to a natural lack of 
progressive forces but more 
a manufactured halt to social 
development and stifling of 
left forces by both Western 
imperialism over the last 
century and beyond. This is 
to keep in power regimes 
which are easily coerced 
and dominated by Western 
superpowers.

If we are truly to solve 

this problem, which NATO 
powers have historically played 
a huge part in creating, we 
must slow down and think. 
Will further bombing wipe 
out this sickening ideology? 
No, if anything, it will only 
further radicalise moderate 
supporters. Will NATO ‘boots 
on the ground’ help? No.

As we have seen before, 
Western interventionism 
has never achieved anything 
for the good of the local 
population and is more often 
than not a money-making 
scheme for capitalist arms-
dealers and oil barons. Will 
closing our own borders stop 
the terrorist threat plaguing 
our towns and cities? No, 
terrorism does not operate 
within the confines of the 
law, border closures will only 
ensure the further suffering of 
refugees who have travelled 
from afar to escape the type 
of violence Parisians witnessed. 
Instead, we must examine 
the basis for “Islamic” State’s 
grip on power and somehow 
find a way to end this hellish 

NICK TROY 
argues there is 
a historical and 
systemic  link 
between the 
rise of Islamic 
Fundamental
-ism in the 
Middle East 
and  Western 
Imperialism and 
NATO strategy 
in the region
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situation in the most peaceful 
manner possible.

The greed of the 
European bourgeoisie and it’s 
manifestation as imperialism 
robbed the Middle East, as 
well as most of the planet, of 
their natural resources, leaving 
nations ravaged and torn by 
artificial national boundaries. 
Attempts to progress 
politically and stabilise in 
the Middle East have been 
hampered and eventually 
crushed by the sweeping hand 
of US imperialism, through the 
proxy of Islamic fundamentalist 
groups such as the Taliban 
in Afghanistan whom the 
US funded and armed. This 
engineered backwardness, as 
well as the USA’s contribution 
toward the jihadist cause, 
set the fuse which the Iraq 
invasion of 2003 would light. 

The intervention of 
the West following the 9/11 
attacks, the toppling of Saddam 
Hussein and the invasion of 
Afghanistan saw the creation 
of a power vacuum in the 
region. This allowed groups 
such as ISIS to generate 
support from the suffering 
of the people. Of course, ISIS 
were not to emerge until years 
after the initial invasion of 
Iraq, but their fundamentalist 
counterparts were able to lay 
the groundwork for what they 
have now established out of 
the carnage the West caused.

Another contributing 
factor to the rise of ISIS that 
the West are responsible for 
is the American and NATO 
arming  and funding of the 
group. A declassified US 
intelligence document from 
August 2012 openly welcomes 
the establishment of an Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria. The 
document, despite the west 
using different rhetoric at the 
time, clearly identifies al-Qaeda 
as a key factor in “driving 
the insurgency in Syria”. The 
sheer hypocrisy of the West 
in dealing with and taking 
responsibility for issues such 
as these is astounding. Instead, 
anger and resentment are 
ushered towards our Muslim 
brothers and sisters who are 
just as shocked and repulsed 
by these attacks as we are. This 
gives the right ammunition 

with which to for those 
seeking to foster Islamophobia, 
which will direct political 
conversation and debate back 
onto immigration, and in turn 
shield the deeply flawed and 
oppressive capitalist system 
from major criticism, allowing 
the powers at be to continue 
on as usual.

Islamophobia will also 
further marginalise many 
Muslims, and may in fact 
aid “Islamic” State in their 
recruitment drives, which have 
seen thousands of young men 
(and women) depart Europe to 
join the fundamentalist cause 
abroad. It would almost seem 
as if Daesh and the European 
far-right energize the agendas 
of one another despite being 

supposed ‘arch-enemies’. Both 
are opposed to multi-cultural 
and multi-faith societies and 
support ethnic or religious 
superiority in some shape or 
form. For this reason alone, it 
is key that all decent human 
beings stand strong against the 
backlash of Islamophobia that 
will surely follow these attacks, 
as well as opposing religious 
fundamentalism of all kinds and 
not just that of Islam. We must 
remember the victims of the 
Paris, Beirut and other attacks 
and strengthen the fight against 
Islamophobia in Britain.

Nick Troy is a member 
of the Young Communist 
League.
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stabilise in the 
Middle East 
have been 
hampered 
and 
eventually 
crushed by 
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FATPHOBIA

“FATPHOBIA” another 
form of discrimination?
NICK TROY questions the ‘acceptability’ of prejudices 
surrounding obesity and argues that we look to the 
root causes of the problem - the social and 
economic position of the poor

Capitalism gives rise 
to and perpetuates 
many bigotries – 

racism, sexism, homophobia, 
transphobia etc. One of the 
most prominent, and often 
overlooked, intolerances 
of our society is body-
shaming, and in particular 
“fatphobia”. Not only is such 
a prejudice repulsive but also 
fundamentally wrong.

 Yet, one of the most 
terrifying aspects of this 
intolerance is that it can be 
found across the political 
spectrum. Left acceptance, lack 
of opposition or even support 
for this branch of ignorance is 
shocking to say the least and 
must be eradicated through 
education and understanding. 
Those suffering from obesity 
are vulnerable to attack from 
every part of society, it is 
therefore up to the left to 
show human compassion and 
solidarity. It is undeniable that 
obesity is a problem in the 
21st century western world 
and I seek not to dispute that, 
but instead address the root 
causes of this issue and explain 
why attacking the victims of it 
is on multiple levels incorrect.

The most common 
route taken by people 
discussing obesity is to blame 
the sufferer – to claim that 
they are lazy, greedy and 
lack self-control. Similar 
bigoted assumptions have 
been, and still are, directed 
towards vulnerable groups 
and minorities in society. One 
such interlinked group that are 
victim to such discrimination 
are benefits recipients who 
are also frequently accused 
of being too ‘lazy’ to find 
work, ‘greedy’ for accepting 
small amounts of money from 

the state, and ‘lacking the 
self-control’ to save – these 
assumptions are of course 
manufactured by the powers 
at be and drip fed into society 
in an attempt to divide the 
working class.

It is the general 
acceptance of such sweeping 
generalisations that is 
frightening. People, even 
those on the left, are willing 
to accept blanket statements 
about some societal groups 
often without any questioning. 
Why haven’t the left presented 
any real challenge to what is, 
in the end, another problem 
created and preserved by 
capitalism? Here I will explain 
the reasons why such a 
challenge is required.

The first and strongest 
case against fatphobia is 
that obesity, like many other 
medical conditions, is often 
caused by the socio-economic 
circumstances of the individual. 

With the austerity and the 
Conservative Party’s war on 
the poor obesity and obesity-
related illnesses have risen.  A 
recent report by the Fabian 
Commission on Food and 
Poverty stated that low-
income households were now 
spending up to 35% of their 
income on food, compared 
to the national average of just 
12%.

This is due to ever-
rising food prices, low wages 
and the cutting of social 
security benefits. This has 
also lead to many working 
class families opting for 
unhealthier foods which are 
cheaper. The immense growth 
in zero hour contracts has 
left thousands without the 
time or stability to actually 
prepare and cook a meal. They 
are therefore forced to eat 
quickly which often means 
speedy and innutritious meals. 
Therefore in many instances 

obesity is not the fault of 
the individual but more that 
of their circumstances and 
developments in wider society.

Another reason for 
obesity that “fatphobes” often 
ignore is that mental illness 
regularly plays a part in an 
individual’s weight gain. Many 
leftists are quick to come to 
the aid of those suffering from 
more prominent and widely-
recognised mental illnesses 
and are right to do so. But 
when it comes to mental 
health surrounding obesity the 
same cannot be said. Mental 
illness can cause sufferers to 
over-eat, binge and become 
addicted to certain unhealthy 
substances in the same way 
that it can cause others to 
starve themselves, purge and 
to eat minimal amounts. This 
is unsurprising in Western 
society so characterised 
by instant and momentary 
gratification.
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FATPHOBIA

self-love 
itself is anti-
capitalist, as 
capitalism 
teaches us 
not to love 
ourselves, 
but capitalist 
icons and 
possessions

Each human body is 
unique in their biological set-
up. Our bodies digest food 
differently, cope with illnesses 
differently, and suchlike. It is 
therefore wrong to suggest 
that people are overweight 
entirely by their own choice. 
Instead many people become 
the victim of rapid weight 
gain due to their biological 
condition whereas others can 
consume vast amounts of fast 
food, sweets and alcohol and 
gain next to no weight at all.

The repugnant 
argument that many fatphobes 
make is that obese people 
become a cancer on the 
welfare state and therefore 
being fatphobic is not wrong 
merely thinking of society’s 
best interests. Firstly let’s 
admit that yes obesity has 
become a serious health issue 
and another problem for the 
NHS to tackle. Yet the above 
argument is nevertheless 
incorrect on a number of 
levels.

The first of these is 
that reducing obese people 
to a cancer is to dehumanise 
them, yet another divisive 
technique manufactured by 
the ruling class. The second 
level is that the NHS is there 
to tackle health problems 
thus it makes no sense to 
blame the victims of these 
illnesses for their illness. The 
third is that no decent person 
would attack the mentally ill 
or those suffering from other 
eating disorders for being a 
hazard to the state health 
service, so why is it okay to 
attack the overweight who 
are often the victims of eating 
disorders as well? Lastly, this 
argument is similar to those 
that fascists in Britain use to 
demonise immigrants and the 
unemployed.

The question is, what 
can the left do to combat 
fatphobia? Initially, we must 
begin by cleansing ourselves of 
this ‘acceptable’ bigotry. From 
there, measures can be taken 
to oppose the imposition of 
typical beauty standards on 
young men and women. We 
must also actively support the 
body-positivity movement, as 
self-love itself is anti-capitalist, 
as capitalism teaches us not to 
love ourselves, but capitalist 
icons and possessions. But 

most of all, we must show 
leftist respect for everyone 
and support the plight of this 
bullied group. We must back 
their issues within the NHS 
and programmes that educate 
people and feed children 
nutritious food.

Evidently, it can be 
difficult to school a society 
on the plight of obese people 
when obesity coexists 
alongside malnutrition and 
mass starvation yet it must be 
understood that those who 
are considered overweight do 
not have a simple or easy life. 
They are often the victim of 
verbal abuse and harassment, 
constantly the butt of 
fatphobic jokes and in many 
cases open discrimination. 
What we as a society tend to 
forget is that obesity has risen 
with other social problems, 
poverty being one of the 
worst.

These are people who 
in many cases have no access 
to exercise equipment or 
facilities, a poor diet and a 
whole host of other poverty-
induced problems to deal with. 
People must also realise that 

they have no right to comment 
when they are not victims of 
the multitude of mental and 
physical conditions that many 
obese people suffer from. 
Simply telling these people 
to “eat less” can be similar 
to telling someone who is 
depressed to “just be happy”. 

In the end, however, we 
must encourage overweight 
people to love themselves, the 
choice to lose weight is their 
choice and their choice alone. 
We are not their doctors, 
so it would be silly to harass 
them with half-baked ‘medical 
advice’. By all means aid those 
attempting to lose weight, 
but do not attack those who 
are not. Instead inspire them 
to love themselves, to feel 
confident and proud. That is 
what every human being has 
the right to feel and that right 
must not be disrespected.

Nick Troy is a member 
of the Young Communist 
League.
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NEW COMMUNIST 
PARTY PAMPHLET:

The New Scramble for Africa

This Communist 
Party pamphlet 
by the CP 
International 
Commission 
examines 
the impact 
of imperialist 
countries across 
Africa and 
looks to politcal 
developments 
and movements 
in Southern and 
Central Africa

£2 +p&p
available at www.communist-party.org.uk/
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YCL SUMMER CAMP

YCL SUMMER 
CAMP 2015
The Young Communist League held it’s annual 
summer camp in August near Burnley in Lancashire

The YCL’s annual Summer 
Camp is fast becoming 
a centre point of every 

young communist’s political 
calendar. This year’s camp was 
held from the 14th to the 
17th of August near Burnley 
in the picturesque Lancashire 
Countryside. Building on the 
success of the 2014 Summer 
Camp in the Peak District, the 
2015 Camp saw an even bigger 
number of YCLers assemble 
for the event.

Friday night saw 
campers 

arrive from all corners of 
Britain representing England, 
Scotland, Wales and Cornwall. 
Campers could relax and 
socialise with comrades from 
different ends of the country 
and many new friendship were 
struck up.

Saturday saw campers 
rise early to tackle Pendle Hill. 
There was a fantastic guided 
tour by local Communist Party 
members which included a 
stop off at Nelson Clarion 
House, the last 

functioning Clarion Club in 
the country. Splendid weather 
greeted the campers as they 
reached the top of Pendle Hill 
flying Party flags.

Once back at base 
campers enjoyed a well-
earned rest before a night of 
socialising which featured a 
Communist themed quiz, sing-
songs and a well-stocked bar!

Sunday saw classes and 
visiting speakers. There were 
talks and discussion groups 
on the political situation in 

Greece and Venezuela, the 
role of 

the YCL in fighting apartheid 
in South Africa, YCL strategy 
in the student and trade union 
movement and much more. 
Teams sport were played 
in the evening and campers 
spent the night relaxing before 
heading home in the morning.

Leaving camp on 
Monday YCLers were 
invigorated knowing they were 
part of a vibrant, growing and 
truly nationwide organisation 
– and surely looking forward 

even more to 2016’s camp!
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YCL SUMMER CAMP

NEW COMMUNIST PARTY PAMPHLET:
From Each According to their Means

The economics commission of the CP 
has produced this hard hitting discussion 
pamphlet on the essential tax reforms 
which should be featured in a left 
progressive programme, including: 
radical proposals to tackle tax evasion; 
restoring fair rates of corporation tax; 
introducing an innovative alternative to 
existing property and council taxes with 
one based on the actual value of land; 
and the introduction of an annual wealth 
tax aimed at the super-rich.

It's a critical and comprehensive 
contribution to an often neglected 
incredibly topical issue, a must buy for 
any labour movement activist.

available at: www.communist-party.org.uk

£2 +p&p

YCL Summer Camp 2016
Keep and eye out for 

Summer Camp 2016 to 
be announced in the new 
year! Vist www.ycl.org.uk

If you want to contribute to Challenge, either 
through writing articles, poems, reviews or 

providing artwork then don’t hesitate to get 
in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or 

writing to Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe 
Road, CR0 1BD.

Fancy Writing for Challenge?
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POETRY CORNER

   
       I, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the 
kitchen
When company comes,
But I laugh,
And eat well,
And grow strong.

Tomorrow,
I’ll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody’ll dare
Say to me,
“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,
They’ll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed—

I, too, am America.”

Poetry Corner

by Langston 
Hughes

I, Too

Pictured: Langston Hughes, 1902 - 1967

Langston Hughes was a poet and social activist of Afri-
can, European and Native American heritage. A com-
munist who was particularly involved with the struggle 

of African-Americans. He travelled extensively around the 
USSR and was involved in film making and Soviet anti-seg-
regation propaganda before travelling to Spain to report on 
the Civil War. 

After various accusations and a testimony in front of the 
US senates anti-communist Homeland Security Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations he was distanced from the 
CPUSA and the socialist movement as a whole. Although 
still venerated as a great African-American activist and poet 
large sections of his work are still shunned due to their 
intimate attachment to the communist movement, here is an 
excerpt from one of his songs,

” One more ‘S’ in the U. S. A.”

Verse:
Oh, the bankers they all are planning
For another great big war.
To make them rich from the workers’ dead,
That’s all that war is for.
So if you don’t want to see bullets holding sway
Then come on, all you workers,
And join our fight today.

Chorus:
Put one more S in the U.S.A.
To make it Soviet.
One more S in the U.S.A.
Oh, we’ll live to see it yet.
When the land belongs to the farmers
And the factories to the working men —
The U. S. A. when we take control 
Will be U. S. S. A. then.

“
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Back 2 Basics
Part Ten: Is Marxism Determinist?

One of the main 
accusations thrown 
at Marxists over the 

years, particularly in bourgeois 
academic circles, is that 
Marxism is determinist – a 
crude form of mechanistic 
materialism which neglects to 
take into account individual 
human beings. It is argued that, 
because Marxism recognises 
the material as primary and, 
therefore, sees the mode of 
production in any society as 
forming an economic basis 
- “the real foundation on 
which rise legal and political 
superstructures and to which 
correspond definite forms of 
social consciousness” (Marx, 
Preface to Critique of Political 
Economy) – Marxists believe 
that the course of history can 
be predicted directly from the 
economic facts. 

Marxism is painted as 
something akin to a mystical 
belief in destiny. The argument 
then proceeds that, since 
Marxism ‘predicted’ the 
collapse of capitalism and a 
transition to a communist 
society yet capitalism still exists, 
Marxism has failed and must 
be consigned to the dustbin of 
history.In reality, nothing could 
be further from the truth. 
Marxists argue that the basis of 
our society is its division into 
classes and that these classes 
are based on an underlying 
economic basis. However, an 
understanding of class as first 
constituted in the economic by 
no means implies that this is 

the only factor affecting class, 
or indeed that it is necessarily 
the primary means through 
which class is experienced. 
This was an issue identified by 
Engels as early as 1890, when 
he wrote, in a letter to Joseph 
Bloch:

“[a]ccording to the 
materialist conception of 
history the determining 
element in history is 
ultimately the production and 
reproduction of in real life. 
More than this neither Marx 
nor I have ever asserted. If 
somebody twists this into the 
statement that the economic 
element is the only determining 
one then he transforms it into 
a meaningless, abstract and 
absurd phrase. The economic 
situation is the basis, but 
the various elements of the 
superstructure – political 
forms … constitutions … 
forms of law … political, legal, 
philosophical theories, religious 
ideas … – also exercise their 
influence upon the course 
of historical struggles and in 
many cases preponderate in 
determining their form. There 
is an intersection of all these 
elements in which, amid all 
the endless host of accidents 
… the economic movement 
finally asserts itself as necessary. 
Otherwise the application 
of the theory to any period 
of history one chose would 
be easier than the solution 
of a simple equation of the 
first degree. We make our 
own history, but … under 

very definite presuppositions 
and conditions [all italics are 
author’s originals]”.

This gives a clear 
answer to the role of the 
economic basis as not the 
“only” determining factor but 
the “ultimately” determining 
factor. The whole complex of 
social life is conceptualised 
here but, in the “intersection 
of all these elements”, “amid all 
the endless host of accidents”, 
there will be a tendency for the 
economic basis to “assert itself 
as necessary”. However, it does 
leave one question unanswered, 
or at least only partially 
answered.

This is the role of 
agency, the extent to which 
people are able to assert their 
free will. Some clue is given 
by the final statement of the 
above quotation: “we make our 
own history but … under very 
definite presuppositions and 
conditions.” However, Engels 
goes on to elaborate how this 
happens: “history makes itself in 
such a way that the final result 
always arises from conflicts 
between many individual wills, 

of which each again has been 
made what it is by a host of 
particular conditions of life.

Thus there are 
innumerable intersecting 
forces, an infinite series of 

parallelograms of forces which 
give rise to one resultant – 
the historical event. … But 
from the fact that individual 
wills – of which each desires 
what he is impelled to by his 
physical condition and external, 
in the last resort, economic 
circumstances (either his own 
personal circumstances or 
those of society in general) – 
do not attain what they want 
but are merged into a collective 
mean, a common resultant, it 
must not be concluded that 
their value is equal to zero. On 
the contrary, each contributes 
to the resultant and is to this 
degree involved in it” (Engels, 
Letter to Joseph Bloch).

There are essentially 
two arguments here. Firstly, 
that history is directed by the 
outcomes of many different 
interactions between individual 
wills (agency), each contributing 
to the overall effect. In this 
way, major historical decisions 
can be seen as the composite 
(or “resultant”) of millions of 
individual decisions, each of 
which may seem insignificant 
in its own right but each of 
which is essential to the final 
outcome. Secondly, each of 
these individuals is exercising 
free will, but within the 
constraints of their “physical 
constitution and external 
circumstances” and influenced 
by (even constructed by) “a 
host of particular conditions of 
life” – past and present.

“The materialist 
doctrine that men are 
products of circumstances and 
upbringing, and that, therefore, 
changed men are products 
of other circumstances and 
changed upbringing, forgets 
that circumstances are changed 
precisely by men and that 
the educator must himself be 
educated.” (Marx, Theses on 
Feuerbach).

Back2Basics is a regular feature 
in Challenge, an ongoing series 
of articles of Marxist concepts 
made easy. The whole series is 
also available as a paperback 
pamphlet

the role of the 
economic 
basis as not 
the “only” 
determining 
factor but the 
“ultimately” 
determining 
factor
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YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 
wing of the Communist Party. The 

YCL has a long and proud his-
tory in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based pro-
gressive youth organisations that 
exist today owe their existence to 
the initiatives and work of the YCL. 
The YCL has always and continues 
to play a vital role in the struggles 
for peace, against racism and fas-
cism, for gender equality, and all 
other popular struggles that in-

volve young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the address 
below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to Challenge 
then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 for Europe, 
£21 for Overseas (please pay by international money order). Cheques & P/O 
should be made payable to YCL.  Order online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.



NOW IS THE TIME
TO JOIN THE YCL! 

JOIN THE STRUGGLE !

FOR PEACE, JOBS AND SOCIALISM

For working 
class power 
and human 
liberation!



We’re different to all the other papers – 
we’re not owned by oligarchs or friends 
of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it.
We’ve ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.
You can play your part by taking out 
shares, and getting your 
union branch to do the same.

Britain’s only socialist daily
Britain’s only co-operative daily

The Morning Star

I hereby apply for membership of the People’s Press Printing Society Ltd. I enclose 
(delete as appropriate, £1 minimum):

£10/£50/£100/£500/£............
being payment in full, at the rate of £1 per share. I further agree to conform with 
the rules of the PPPS (a copy of the rules is available on request).To PEOPLE’S PRESS PRINTING 

SOCIETY LTD
(Registered under the Industrial and Provident 

Societies Act 1965 No 12750R)

William Rust House, 52 Beachy Road, 
Bow, London E3 2NS

Secretary Tony Briscoe

Own your own paper...
BUY A SHARE IN THE STAR’S FUTURE

Return this form to the secretary at the address listed. All payments in sterling payable to PPPS

Join the movement for a better media

Take a share in the people’s paper

Full name (individual application) 
Branch (union application) 

Signature  

Date of birth (you must be 16 or over) 

Email  

Postal address (inc. postcode) 

 

Existing member? Number 

Join thousands backing the campaign for a better media. Join the PPPS today

The more members of the co-op, the wider the 
democratic base, the more revenue we have to 
invest and, ultimately, the better the paper.
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Shareholder unions
include:

Community, CWU, FBU, 
GMB, NUM, POA,  
RMT, Ucatt, Unite the Union 
and the North  
East Area NUM


