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editorial
Dear Comrades, 
 
Welcome to this special edition of Challenge for the 20th of June.  
Warm greetings and solidarity to those picking up a copy at the People’s 
Assembly’s End Austerity Now national demonstration in London and the 
Scotland United Against Austerity demonstration in Glasgow.

In the wake of the disastrous result of the general election the working 
class, the Communist Party, the YCL and the movement find ourselves in 
difficult territory (pp.14-15).

The new Tory government, given fresh confidence by their false mandate 
have already given a glimpse of the scale of the attack they plan over the 
next 5 years (p.6). As expected our trade unions, the most organised and 
strong weapons of our class, are first in the firing line (p.7).

On the international front the EU continues to enforce austerity here in 
Britain and across the Member States (p.11) and project imperialist policies 
abroad (p.10).

Even at an hour like this we should never permit ourselves to despair, it 
is in attacking our class that capitalism digs it’s own grave and creates the 
organisation and discipline that will one day be it’s undoing.  Capitalism 
is most unstable as it lurches to the right during periods of crisis. The 
resurgence of the far-right here in Britain and across Europe is a symptom 
of this crisis but one which history has taught us we must guard against 
(pp.8-9).

The Communist Party has a clear strategy and outlook going forward 
- a determination to continue rebuilding the communist movement in 
Britain and ensuring the Tory government does not live out it’s 5 year 
term(pp.16-19).

The People’s Assembly is fundamental in this struggle. Nationally and locally 
(pp.20-21) it offers the best chance of building a genuinely mass movement 
committed to anti-austerity with the potential to halt this ruling class 
offensive in its tracks.

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through writing 
articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t hesitate to get 
in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or writing to Challenge, Ruskin 
House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

The People’s 
Assembly is 
fundamental 
in this struggle. 
Nationally 
and locally 
it offers the 
best chance 
of building a 
genuinely mass 
movement 
committed to 
anti-austerity 
with the 
potential to 
halt this ruling 
class offensive 
in its tracks

Johnnie 
Hunter
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It took a nail-biting photo fin-
ish to push veteran leftist and 
Labour Party back-bencher 

Jeremy Corbyn into the running 
for the Labour Party leadership 
election.

The MP for Islington North 
was the final candidate to secure 
enough nominations from the 
Parliamentary Labour Party, 35 
in total, under new rules with a 
higher threshold.

Corbyn’s announcement that 
he was seeking nomination was 
met with excitement by leftists 
both within and out with the La-
bour Party. A regular backbench 
rebel on matters such as nuclear 
weapons, foreign policy and aus-
terity Corbyn now stands to be 
the only staunch left-wing anti-
austerity and anti-war candidate 
in the election.

The MP of 32 years joins 
three other candidates in the 
race – Andy Burnham, Yvette 
Cooper and Liz Kendall. Until 
Corbyn threw his hat into the 
ring the “debate” consisted of, 
rightly, condemning Labours own 
record in government, but for 
“overspending”, and of falling 
over one another to praise the 
record of the ConDem govern-
ment.

Andy Burnham received the 
highest number of nominations 

from MPs but has delivered a 
confused message so far – des-
perate not be out-matched in 
swallowing austerity dogma but 
keen not to isolate left members 
who he might have relied upon 
until Corbyn entered the race.

Keen to channel the personal-
ity “politics without ideology” 
which Blair championed, Yvette 
Cooper is seeking to style 
herself as the face of experience 
and a trusted pair of hands to 
take “the party forward”. One 
can only assume it’ll be in the 
direction of wherever the Tories 
and right-wing media choose to 
lead it.

The fourth contender is arch-
Blairite Liz Kendall. Most ardent 
supporter of Tory policies in 

areas such as “free-schools” it is 
little surprise Kendall can boast 
the support of popular figures 
such as Lord Peter Mandelson.

Undoubtedly Kendall is the 
strongest representation of the 
right-wing of the Labour Party’s 
attempt to capitalise on the loss 
of the May General election.

Having a genuine left candidate 
in the running is an exhilarat-
ing prospect from many on the 
left and makes this election in 
particular pivotal for the future 
of the party.

Ballot papers go out to La-
bour members and supporters 
on the 14th of August and the 
result of the vote will be an-
nounced at a special conference 
on the 12th of September

in the news
Corbyn Makes it on 
to the Ballot

Twenty thousand LGBT 
rights supporters marched 
in central Belfast on Satur-

day (13/06/15) demanding legal 
recognition of same-sex marriage 
be extended to the British oc-
cupied North of Ireland.

The Republic of Ireland 
recently approved gay marriage 
after a referendum vote won by 
the Yes side by a massive 62%.

The Republic only decriminal-
ised “Buggery” or “sodomy” in 
1993 so, especially given the con-
tinuing influence of the Catholic 
Church in the country, the result 
of the vote might have come as a 
surprise to some.

Although the occupied North 
was the first part of the UK to 
deliver Civil Partnerships in 2005 
LGBT rights have come under 
attack over the recent period.

The Democratic Unionist Party 
have blocked previous votes on 
equality for civil marriage and 
are attempting to introduce a 
so-called conscience clause to 
equality legislation.

Ireland:
LGBT Rights 
Win in the 
South; 
Under at-
tack in the 
North
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The one Tory manifesto 
policy many on the left 
will support is the prom-

ise of a referendum on Brit-
ain’s continuing membership of 
the anti-democratic neoliberal 
European Union.

Cameron was forced to 
include the promise against his 
own will in order to placate 
back-benchers and many grass-
roots Tory organisations who 
are opposed to the EU for 
purely xenophobic reasons. 
Playing to this crowd found 
new urgency when Cameron 
was confronted with numer-
ous defections to UKIP in the 
run up to the general election.

Many expected the new 
government to wriggle out of 
the commitment but despite 
a back-bench rebellion of Tory 

MPs the new government 
passed the EU Referendum Bill 
paving the way for a referen-
dum in 2017.

The rebellion concerned 
an amendment which would 
have prevented the govern-
ment from campaigning on the 
referendum in the immediate 
weeks leading up to the vote 
as is custom. But with the 
amendment rejected the Tory 
cabinet will be free to spend 
tax payers’ money to try to 
secure a vote to stay in the EU.

Labour refused to entertain 
an EU Referendum in their 
recent election manifesto but 
will campaign to remain in the 
EU in the coming referendum.

The 2017 referendum will 
be the first say the British 
people at large have had on 

EU membership since 1975.
Communist Party of Britain 

international secretary John 
Foster welcomed the oppor-
tunity for the expression of 
the “democratic right of the 
people to vote on EU mem-
bership.”

The European Institutions 
have been the subject of 
popular anger across Europe 
due to their efforts to enforce 
austerity and privatisation.

Although many on the left 
in Britain continue to hold il-
lusions of a ‘Social Europe’, Mr 
Foster condemned the EU as 
“an institution that is imposing 
austerity, cuts and privatisation 
across Europe and which is 
thereby a major driver of the 
rise of right-wing and racist 
parties.”

Tories 
Announce 
EU 
Referendum

Greek Prime Minister 
and leader of SYRIZA 
Alexis Tsipras contin-

ues to find himself between 
the EU-led Troika lenders 
and a hard place at the time 
of writing.

With no deal yet reached 
with Greece’s vampire 
creditors who demand more 
cuts before releasing bailout 
funds some now fear Greece 
will be forced to exit the EU.  

Tsipras and SYRIZA 
formed a government after 
the Greek general election 
in January but falling short 
of a majority by 2 seats they 
were forced to get into bed 
with the right-wing “Inde-
pendent Greeks”.

Tsipras promised Greeks 
an end to years of EU 
enforced austerity measures 
and attacks on living stand-
ards but has always remained 
fundamentally committed 
to remaining within the EU 
imperialist bloc.

Communist Party of 
Greece general secretary 
Dimitris Koutsoumpas dis-
missed “illusions” that anti-
austerity policies could be 
implemented while Greece 
remained in the EU.

Mr Koutsoumpas said: 
“Today the deceptions that 
Syriza addressed to the 
Greek people before the 
elections, when it promised 
that it could effectively nego-
tiate for the interests of the 
people inside the predatory 
alliance, are becoming more 
obvious.”

He condemned “the 
blackmail and climate of 
intimidation” used by credi-
tors to pressure Greece into 
accepting further austerity 
cuts.

He called for “disengage-
ment from the EU, unilateral 
cancellation of the debt, na-
tionalisation of the monopo-
lies, with the people truly 
holding the reins of power.”

On May 25th UNISON 
health and safety rep 
Robert O’Donnell was 

sacked from his job at the Scot-
tish Exhibition and Conference 
Centre (SECC).

Management are relying on 
an unwitnessed alleged incident 
as their only basis for dismissing 
O’Donnell, despite his 12 years 
of employment as an SECC 
gardener — where he has had 
no previous issues with manage-
ment. 

O’Donnell and Unison are 
quite clear that this dismissal is 
motivated by his commitment to 
building the union’s workplace 

profile and raising health and 
safety issues with management. 
The SECC as it turns out, has an 
extensive history of preventing 
trade unions from organising 
on their premises, and has been 
openly hostile towards trade 

union activists.
Unison is fighting to get his 

job back as well as to raise 
awareness of SECC’s anti-union 
practices. 

The Labour-run Glasgow 
City Council owns 91 per cent 
of SECC and has used public 
money to fund development of 
the SECC site — most recently 
the multi-million pound Hydro 
Concert venue. “Glasgow City 
Council could step in and put a 
stop to these anti-trade union 
practices and victimisation in 
an instant but has unfortunately 
remained silent,” O’Donnell 
asserts.

SYRIZA 
Struggle 
to Avoid 
“Grexit”

Scab SECC Sacks Union Actvist



Far from being a 
‘programme for working 
people’, the Tory Queen’s 

Speech proposals represent an 
all-round attack on working 
class living standards and 
democratic rights.

New shackles on our 
biggest voluntary organisations, 
the trades unions, will confirm 
Britain’s anti-labour laws 
as the most repressive in 
Europe. Extra powers for 
the intelligence services are 
unnecessary and the record 
of undercover agents spying 
on, infiltrating and disrupting 
political, trade union and 
environmental movements 
suggests that new powers to 
combat terrorism will sooner 
or later be turned against 
lawful domestic dissent.

The renewed drive 
against state schools in favour 
of subsidised ‘free schools’ 
and academies will further 
undermine comprehensive 
education and its supervision 
by democratically elected local 
authorities.

The theft of Housing 
Association properties will 
see them end up like so many 
ex-council houses in the 
hands of private landlords and 
speculators, while millions of 
people on low pay or no pay 
continue to seek a home to 
live in.

The intensified offensive 
against welfare benefits will 
plunge many more children, 
families and the unemployed 
into dire poverty. Proposals 
to freeze reactionary taxes – 

those not based on people’s 
income, wealth and ability to 
pay – such as VAT, are intended 
to squeeze the welfare state 
and public sector still further, 
hitting working people and 
their families hardest.

The contrast between 
more spending cuts to social 
programmes and massive 
new spending on a new 
generation of nuclear weapons 
will breathe fresh life into 
the slogan ‘Welfare Not 
Warfare’. Britain’s security is 
best protected by maintaining 
conventional defence and 
promoting social justice 
at home and abroad, not 
promoting US, NATO and EU 
expansion while adding to the 
world’s stockpile of nuclear 
weapons.

While Communists 
have long supported the 
devolution of powers and 
resources to Scotland, Wales 
and local communities, the 
Tory proposals contain 
traps. Without an increase 
in progressive taxation and 
measures to redistribute 
wealth from the rich and big 
business to all the nations and 
regions of Britain, greater fiscal 
autonomy for Scotland, Wales 
and council mayors in England 
will amount to little more than 
a devolution of responsibility 
for imposing austerity budgets.

Raising the slogan 
‘English votes for English laws’ 
will not resolve the national 
question in the interests of 
people across Britain, when 
what is needed is a fully 

federal Britain, with powerful 
regional assemblies in England 
where popular demand exists.

The Communist Party 
also supports the right of the 
people of Britain to decide 
whether they wish to remain 
in the European Union and 
continue to be subject to its 
anti-democratic, anti-working 
class treaties, laws, policies and 
institutions.

However, we regard 
this latest referendum 
pledge from the party which 
denied us a vote on the 
Single European Act and the 
Maastricht Treaty as a sham. 
For all its posturing, the 
Cameron government favours 
continued British membership 
of the pro-big business, pro-
austerity, pro-privatisation EU, 
in keeping with the interests 
of the Tories’ chief paymasters 
in the City of London.

The ‘negotiations’ with 
the EU will be a charade, used 
by the Tories to promote 
their right-wing agenda 
attacking migrant workers 
and employment rights while 
protecting City corruption 
from even the mildest 
EU regulation. Cameron 
will pretend he has won 
‘substantial’ concessions 
from a reluctant EU, 
the EU will agree, and 
most of the Tories 
will then join most 
of big business, the 
LibDems, the SNP 
and Plaid Cymru 
in a campaign 
against popular 

sovereignty and for continuing 
EU rule.

The Communist Party 
will campaign alongside our 
left and progressive allies 
for a popular vote against 
EU membership in any such 
referendum.

Britain’s Communists 
urge all Labour and 
progressive MPs to oppose 
this Queen’s Speech, confident 
that its anti-working class, 
anti-people and anti-peace 
content will help ensure 
giant demonstrations against 
austerity in London and 
Glasgow on June 20.

This government can 
and must be brought down 
by popular mobilisation and 
resistance!

Robert Griffths 
is General 
Secretary of the 
Communist 
Party.
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QUEENS’ SPEECH

“An anti-working class, 

Communist Party General Secretary ROBERT GRIFFTHS on the Queens’ 
Speech and the plans of the new Tory government

anti-people,
anti-democratic, 

Queens’ Speech”
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Queens’ Speech”

On May the 12th Sajid 
Javid tweeted a picture 
of a framed portrait of 

Margaret Thatcher for his new 
office.  Undoubtedly, Thatcher 
is the political bosom from 
which Javid and his fellow 
cabinet members suckle from, 
yet what is far more disturbing 
is his enthusiasm to continue 
her vicious war on trade 
unions.

One of the first bills 
to be passed by the new 
Conservative government 
will make strike action near-
impossible.  It is to demand 
that 40% of union members 
are required to vote in favour 
of action (with a turnout of 
at least 50%) for any to take 
place – hypocritically one must 
add, from a government that 
only achieved the votes of a 
mere 24% of the electorate 
on a turn-out of 66%.  It is 
also to eliminate laws banning 
employers from taking on 
temporary staff while workers 
strike, commonly known as 

“scab” laws.
In other words the 

Tories aim to cripple the 
unions making them virtually 
powerless and allowing a 
shift of further powers to 
their friends and peers of 
the bourgeois class.  Since 
Thatcher’s reign of tyranny 
in the 1980s, there has been 
a decline in workers’ wages 
which correlates directly 
with the decline in union 
membership and density.  
The Conservatives have yet 
again made no secret as to 
which side they are on, and 
Cameron’s audacity to claim 
that they are anything other 
than the political puppets of 
the multi-nationals is sickening.

Inequality since the 
1980s has risen without fail 
and continues to do so.  The 
sheer level of inequality in 
modern Britain is illustrated 
in a report published by the 
Office for National Statistics 
in May of last year, showing 
that, under Cameron’s Tory-

led coalition, the top 1% of 
Brits were able to accumulate 
the same amount of wealth 
as the entire bottom 55%.  
At the same time a working 
class which used to be 
characterised by collectivist 
values, solidarity and mass 
organisations has become 
individualist, atomised and 
degraded.

With British unions 
already tiptoeing around some 
of the toughest strike laws in 
Europe, further restrictions 
will allow the capitalist class 
to run rampant.  We will 
see more of what French 
economist Thomas Piketty 
describes as “meritocratic 
extremism” – the perpetual 
swelling of manager’s pay 
packets despite the constant 
decline in the productivity of 
industries across the board 
since Thatcher’s government.

It cannot be denied 
that the Conservative Party 
are waging class war which 
cannot be accepted lying 

down.  Strikes and collective 
action must be organised and 
carried out – regardless of 
the limitations the right try to 
impose on them.  The concept 
of an ‘illegal strike’ is a fallacy 
– your right to strike is above 
all laws and restrictions.  Such 
a nonsensical idea is used 
only to suppress the labour 
movement and protect the 
oppressive capitalist class.  
The working class must stop 
turning on one another, and 
support all strike action 
taken.  The Tory’s repugnant 
neoliberal ideology has divided 
the working class and led 
to a sharp decline in union 
membership.  It is up our 
generation to lead the charge 
in reversing the tide!

Organise! Strike! 
Resist! Revolt!

Nick Troy is a member 
of Glasgow YCL branch.

FIRST THEY
CAME FOR 
THE TRADE 
UNIONISTS

NICK TROY warns of the plot from Tory ministers to finish what Thatcher 
started and destroy our trade unions with new strike laws

Sajid Javid Tory MP for Bromsgrove, 
Secretary of State for Business



WWII 70TH ANNIVERSARY

70 YEARS SINCE THE 
DEFEAT OF FASCISM
A historic joint statement of the Communist Parties of Britain, Russia, 
France, Germany and USA marks the 70th anniversary of the 
victory over fascism in World War II 

May 8th/9th 2015 
marked the 70th 
anniversary of the 

victory of freedom over fascist 
tyranny in Europe. It was 
achieved by an alliance of the 
peoples of the Soviet Union, 
Britain, the USA, France and 
the communist-led resistance 
forces across Europe, China 
and south-east Asia.

The toll was 
on a scale never 
experienced 
before. 
Soldiers died 
by the millions, 
but it was 
civilians who 
bore the 
greatest 
losses. The 
bestiality of 
the Nazis 
and their 
allies 
has 
left 
its 

stain 
on human 
history forever. 
Every school child 
can link Hitlerism to what 
is today, maybe too simply, 
described as the “Holocaust”. 

In the Soviet Union and among 
the Jewish communities of 
the Baltic States and Eastern 
Europe, in particular, tens of 
millions of innocents perished. 
These systematic killings 
across Europe included the 
disabled, those stigmatized for 
their sexual orientation and 
ethnic minority communities 
such as the Roma. We must 
ensure that future generations 
of young people do not forget 
such monstrous crimes.

The 1920s and 1930s 
had sounded the alarm. 

Aided and encouraged by 
capitalist ruling classes 

across Europe, 
fascism took the 

offensive against 
democracy 

and peace, 
and 

sought 
to encircle 

and destroy 
the first 

workers’ state in 
the Soviet Union.

History will 
not forget the fascist 

coup in Rome, the 
fraudulent Reichstag 

fire, the invasion and 
gassing of Abyssinia, the 

fascist putsch in Spain 
nor the betrayal at Munich. 

Throughout the 1930s, 
the communists struggled 

to gather together those 
honest, decent, brave and 
democratically minded forces 
which alone could stem the 
tide of barbarism.

Victory resulted 
from sacrifice on the 
home and war fronts, 
on land, sea and in the 
air, and in the factories, 
cities and forests 
wherever resistance 
gathered. This is how 
we remember the 
victory: as a triumph 
of life over death 
and an affirmation 
of the vitality of 
democracy, led by 
the working people 
and their allies. 
At Nuremburg 
the world 
condemned 
fascism. The 

phrase “Never 
Again” found a 
popular echo.

The year 
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After capturing the Reichstag on 
the 2nd of May Soviet solidiers 

hoisted the red flag over the roof. 
This became the enduring image of 

the end of WWII and the defeat of 
Fascism by Soviet Socialism.



WWII 70TH ANNIVERSARY
1945 marked a decisive shift in 
favor of progress and against 
the forces of reaction. The 
defeat of fascism and nazism 
and the determining role 
played in these times by the 
Soviet Union had an immense 
impact on the democratic 
forces and on the peoples 
who, in the whole world, were 
fighting against colonialism and 
imperialism.

A united World 
Federation of Trade Unions 

was formed alongside the new 
United Nations. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
was widely embraced. We, the 
signatory communist parties 
of Russia, Britain, France, the 

USA and Germany, restate our 
pride in the heroic sacrifice of 
our members and supporters 
who staffed the front ranks of 

the struggle.
The communists were 

the first to be tortured in 
concentration camps, they 
were among the first to 
volunteer to fight in the valleys 
of Spain and, as at Stalingrad, 
when they were most needed 
they took “not one step back!” 
Seventy years on, fascism and 

racism are on the march again.
There are provocateurs 

agitating to rewrite the 
history of the war so that 
they can redraw present-day 
geographical borders. In this, 
NATO warlords encourage 
them.

The same ruling 
classes that appeased and 
collaborated with fascism 
before and during the Second 
World War today assert 
an equivalence between 
communism and fascism. 
There are powerful forces in 
ruling circles who wish to see 
modern day Russia surrounded 
and isolated. In Ukraine, it is 
specifically the massacre of 
trade unionists in Odessa that 
very clearly showed how the 
USA, the European Union 
and the NATO relied on the 
anticommunist, ultranationalist 
and neo-fascist movements 
in their confrontation with 
Russia.

Much of this is to divert 
attention from capitalism’s 
chronic failure to meet the 
employment, health, housing, 
education and other social 
needs of new generations.

Everywhere, the 
sovereignty of the people 
is challenged, with millions 
uprooted and driven across 
continents in a desperate 
search for peace, work and 
security.

So the communists 
come forward again to warn 
of the mortal dangers posed 
by a capitalist system in crisis. 
The social and political gains 
won in the wake of 1945 are 
being attacked and rolled 
back. The peoples of Europe 
must, once again, be vigilant 
and prepared to combat the 
chauvinism, racism, fascism 
and militarism which breed in 
conditions of capitalist crisis 
and austerity.

We call all the 
democratic, progressive and 
peaceful forces, the working 
people across Europe, who 
fight for peace, social justice 
and for freedom over tyranny, 
to play their part in this 
historic struggle for a new and 
just social order, for socialism.

¡No pasarán! They shall 
not pass!
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So the 
communists 
come forward 
again to warn 
of the mortal 
dangers posed 
by a capitalist 
system in crisis 
. . . The peoples 
of Europe must, 
once again, 
be vigilant and 
prepared to 
combat the 
chauvinism, 
racism, fascism

31st of July - 2nd of August     London    www.communist-party.org.uk



As we remember the 
70th anniversary of the 
victory over fascism, 

bellicose anti-Russian rhetoric 
from NATO and EU leaders 
(egged on by UK government 
ministers) is promoting the 
rehabilitation of virulent 
fascism across central and 
eastern Europe, while banning 
communist and left wing 
parties from standing in 
elections.

German political 
weekly Der Spiegel reports: 
‘The EU has provided 
Ukraine with €30 million to 
build and renovate migrant 
detention centres.... Brussels 
is apparently hoping that the 
system will reduce the number 
of asylum seekers in Europe 
— without 
attracting 
too much 
attention.’

The 
resistible 
rise of 

Neo-nazis through some 
of Ukraine’s ruling political 

parties and their integration 
of known fascists into key 

state positions is no accident. 
Promoting russophobic racism 
in Central Europe is integral to 
the US neocon strategy known 

as the ‘pivot to Asia’.
This reliance on far 

right parties and paramilitaries 
— until recently seen as fringe 
lunatics and holocaust deniers 
— echoes US foreign policy in 
Central and South America for 
many years.

On 2 May 2014 (the 
anniversary of the day in 1933 
when German Nazis attacked 
trade union centres across 
Germany), a premeditated 
massacre of over 40 trade 
unionists and antifascists in 
Odessa’s Trade Union House 
was carried out by members 
of the Ukrainian fascist ‘Right 
Sector’ while police looked 
on. Over a year later not one 
arrest, nor prosecution of the 
perpetrators of the massacre 
has taken place.

On 1 January 2015 
in Kiev ranks of torch-
bearing neo-nazis marched 
in honour of Stepan Bandera, 
who murdered thousands 
of Ukrainian Jews and Poles 
during WW2.

In March 2015, 35 
British military personnel 
began training members of the 
Ukrainian army. Over 300 US 

military advisors are currently 
assisting Ukrainian ‘punishment 
battalions’ in the socalled Anti-
Terrorist Operation against 
the cities of Donetsk and 
Luhansk in the Donbas region.

Far-right groups 
‘Right Sector’ and Svoboda 
do not even bother to hide 
their racism — but as allies 
of the pro-EU regime in the 
country are politely ignored 
by Western governments and 
media.

Ukraine’s president 
Poroshenko and prime 
minister Yatseniuk openly 
pander to radical right wingers 
in their party electoral lists 
or support them in single-
mandate constituencies.

In 2014 Poroshenko 
declared 14 October the ‘day 
of the defender of Ukraine’ 
to commemorate the ‘heroes’ 
of the wartime Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army (UPA) which 
collaborated with nazis and 
carried out atrocities against 
Poles, Jews and communist 
partisans.

A number of 
commanders of the Aidar 
Battalion, accused by Amnesty 
International of carrying 
our ‘war crimes’ including 
abductions, unlawful detention, 
illtreatment, theft, extortion 
and possible executions, 
were elected to Ukraine’s 

parliament last November.
Immediately after the 

election the openly neo-Nazi 
deputy commander of the 
Azov Regiment, Vadim Troyan, 
was appointed head of the 
Kiev District Police.

Western media 
minimise the role of Ukrainian 
neo-Nazis, but in no other 
country in the world do 
declared neo-Nazis control 
security services and hold 
positions in Ministries and 
Parliament.

Trade unionists in 
Britain must stand resolutely 
against NATO’s war against 
the people of the Donbas 
and call for an end to the 
use of British troops. Most 
importantly though we 
must offer our support 
to antifascists in Ukraine 
resisting the state terrorism, 
conscription, and neoliberal 
economic restructuring 
project of Ukraine’s right wing 
government

Alex Gordon is 
a member of the 
Communist Party 
Executive Committee 
and a member of the 
steering committee of 
SARU (Solidarity with the 
antifascist resistance in 
the Ukraine)

UKRAINE

The EU and the Resurgence 
of Fascism in Ukraine

ALEX GORDON analyses recent development surrounding Ukraine 
and the role of the European Union
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The European Union,
TTIPand all that!

The European Union 
poses two very 
significant threats; the 

first to workers and their 
rights to collective bargaining 
and the second which 
precludes individual member 
states from retaining public 
ownership or providing any 
form of state aid to industry.

Articles 120 and 121 of 
the Lisbon Treaty specifically 
require member states to 
enable wage setting that 
takes account of differing 
levels of productivity and 
performance between firms 
and regions – in other words, 
to outlaw collective bargaining 
procedures across nations and 
industries.

And this is no empty 
gesture.

The European 
Commission is currently 
making it a very strong 
condition for the Greek 
bailout.

Other countries such 
as Cyprus, Spain and Italy are 
being forced to dismantle 
existing collective bargaining 
structures and slash labour 
rights.

Remember the EU 
asserts the freedom of capital, 
not the freedom of workers 
to organise. Unless trade 
unionists expose and challenge 
the EU on this, the legal drive 
to erode workers’ rights will 
only get worse.

This also applies to 
the EU’s assault on public 
ownership. The Single 
European Act and subsequent 
directives all require the 
phasing out of ‘state aid’ to 
industry and an end to public 
sector ‘monopolies’. Yet unless 
governments retain powers 
to intervene economically, 
and to actively develop their 
industries, most national 
economies, particularly 
Britain’s, are doomed to 
decline.

Again the EU 
Commission is using the 
financial crisis to enforce 
massive privatisation 
programmes from Greece 
to Portugal, Most recently, 
we have seen a centuries old 
public service, the Royal Mail, 
sold off at a knock down price 
to privateers

Trade unionists need 

to challenge all the comfort 
talk about the EU. It’s not the 
worker’s friend. It’s a false 
friend, the persuader for big 
business and, as in Greece, its 
brutal enforcer.

Months after the 
Greek election, the EU and 
the International Monetary 
Fund are still waiting for the 
government to agree their 
terms before handing out a 
cent of new bailout funds. Not 
that they will be the life line 
that they might appear to be. 
After all, only 15 billion euros 
(less than 4 per cent) of the 
pre-selection bailout went into 
the Greek economy while 395 
billion was repaid to external 
bank creditors in Germany, 
France, Britain and the US.

Within Europe, the 
Tories will continue to give 
full support to the austerity 
policies of the ‘Troika’ (the 
European Commission, 
European Central Bank and 
the IMF). It is also backing the 
secretive EU-US trade deal – 
TTIP (the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership) – 
which will threaten jobs, hard-
won working conditions and 

environmental protections, as 
well as enforcing privatisation 
of more public services.

Through TTIP, the EU 
will be opening up the public 
sector to forprofit venture 
companies. The Treaty will 
make it virtually impossible 
for member states to regulate 
the number of providers in 
any one ‘market’, develop 
accreditation procedures 
or impose quality standards. 
Under investorstate dispute 
settlement provisions, foreign 
investors will be able to 
challenge regulatory or policy 
measures and sue ‘host’ 
nations.

Since the first May Day 
organised to commemorate 
those killed in Chicago in 
1886 demanding an eight hour 
day, workers have fought for 
generations to secure their 
democratic right to regulate 
and control capital. The EU and 
TTIP now directly threaten 
those rights.

John Foster is 
International Secretary of 
the Communist Party.

JOHN FOSTER argues TTIP (the TransatlanticTrade and Investment 
Partnership) is part and parcel of the EU’s neoliberal agenda
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YCL T-SHIRTS
£14.99  

+ £1.99 p&p

Men’s and 
Women’s Fit

Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Available at: www.communist-party.org.uk

Constitution of the YCL 
IV. Membership 
Members shall be expected to:

Do your bit and support the 
People’s Paper! 

Sell, read and encourage 
other young people to read 
and support the Morning Star

The YCL is very pleased 
to announce the 
arrangements for 

Communist Summer Camp 
2015!

The camp will be happening 
from 14th-17th of August 
and is open to members and 
friends of the YCL and the CP.

Following on from a very 
successful camp in 2014, this 
year the camp is being held 
near Burnley in picturesque 

Lancashire countryside 
over looking the Pendle and 
Bouldsworth hills. Veterans 
of the 2014 Summer Camp 
will be pleased to hear 
we are opting for indoor 
accommodation this year – 
Complete with real beds and 
central heating!

There be plenty of outdoor 
recreation, hiking, and 
socialising, as well as lots 
of political discussion, and 

training.
Transport should pose no 

problem – Nelson and Colne 
train stations are just over 2 
miles away and Burnley is 4 
miles from the camp. 

The camp is 
£25(unwaged)/£45(waged) 
and this includes everything. 
This years camp is running for 
three nights, comrades are 
very welcome to stay all three 
nights and we hope most will! 

However if circumstances 
mean you can’t make it till 
Saturday morning or would 
rather leave on Sunday night 
we have left arrangements to 
allow flexibility.

To reserve a place or 
for more information go 
online to www.ycl.org.
uk or email office@ycl.
org.uk
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When the first Daily 
Worker rolled off 
the presses in 1930, 

Britain was reeling from the 
Great Depression.

Working people faced 
soaring unemployment and 
hunger. Politicians and the 
monopoly media demanded 
savage cuts to wages and 
public spending in the name 
of balancing the books. Sound 
familiar?

The Daily Worker 
was founded to counter that 
narrative, to provide a voice 
for the millions and not the 
millionaires. On its first day 
a reporter phoned from the 
Daily Herald to ask if it would 
come out again a day later. 
Eighty-five years on, our name 
may have changed - we’ve 
been the Morning Star since 

1966 - 
but 

we’re 
still here and 

still true to that 

mission.
The Star is a co-

operative - the only co-
operatively owned national 
daily in the country. That 
means we answer only to our 
readers, not to some tax-
dodging non-dom press baron.

Eleven trade union 
organisations are represented 
on our elected management 
committee.

We remain the 
authentic voice of working 
people in struggle - reporting 
on the stories the rest of the 
press won’t touch, whether 
that was last year’s People’s 
March for the NHS, the battle 
of London’s Focus E15 mums 
for affordable housing in the 
capital or, most recently, the 
election stories and candidates 
the rest of the media 
censored.

We’re the only 
paper to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the trade union 
movement, backing workers 
taking industrial action to 
secure the pay and conditions 
they deserve.

And we’re the only 
paper to expose the lies and 
propaganda of the ruling 
class, opposing imperialism 

and fighting for peace and 
socialism across the world.

The Morning Star is 
proud of the role it plays in 
the labour movement and as 
the sole voice for socialism in 
the British media.

We’re proud of the 
way we’re evolving, with 
the paper publishing 
a wide range of 
contributors from 
across the left. In 
2015 our paper is 
bigger, brighter and 
better than ever.

But we 
need more readers, 
whether of the 
printed paper or of 
our new e-edition, 
in order to make 
that voice - the 
voice of resistance 
- heard louder and 
more widely and 
to ensure we’re 
still championing 
the rights of 
working 
people after 
another 85 
years.

If you aren’t yet a 
reader of the world’s only 
English-language socialist daily 
- what’s stopping you? 

The Daily Miracle . . .
Alive and Kicking at 85

BEN CHACKO explains why the only Socialist daily newspaper in the 
English language still needs your support

Ben is the youngest editor of the 
Morning Star since former YCL 
General SecretaryWilliam Rust
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The Young Communist 
League Executive 
Committee 

acknowledges that the result 
of the General Election was 
a great setback for the left 
and the labour movement. 
The election of a Labour 
government would have been 

advantageous, 
lifting morale 
and providing 
left and 
progressive 

forces 
the 
chance 
to 

regroup and mobilise for a 
new drive against austerity.

Labour could have very 
easily defeated the incumbent 
Con-Dem government if it 
had committed to essential 
progressive policies instead of 
failing to break with neoliberal 
ideology and promising 
only Tory-lite policies. 
Labour did make tentative 
promises of basic social 
democratic policies, and while 
ultimately not enough to 
demonstrate to working 
class voters they had 
broken with the toxic 

legacy of Blair, the potential 
success of such a shift was 
demonstrated by the number 
of Labour votes rising for the 
fist time since 1997.

The backlash of the 
bourgeois press and media, 
especially those owned 
by Murdoch, indicate the 
ruling classes’ fear and 
determination to avoid even 
meagre concessions in terms 
of the welfare state. In the 
Labour Party itself the ongoing 

leadership 
election 
has been 

dominated 
by Blairite rhetoric 

with the right-wing 
seeking to capitalise on the 
defeat. The lack of a strong left 

candidate demonstrates the 
continuing right-wing nature 
of the Labour leadership and 
that the left forces which still 
exist within Labour have failed 
to win broad support for an 
anti-austerity line.

The popularity of such 
a line is demonstrated by 
the success of the SNP who 
have managed to posture to 
the left – despite maintaining 
pro-business, pro-EU and 
pro-NATO policies. The 
anachronistic and anti-
democratic nature of the 
“First-Past-The-Post” electoral 
system, from which the SNP 
benefited most, has been truly 
exposed. Extrapolated to a 
national scale even current 
levels of support would have 
seen the return of at least a 
few Communist MPs under 
proportional representation. 
Instead the votes of a vast 
proportion of voters count 
for nothing. Conversely it 
was only First-Past-The-Post 
which prevented UKIP from 
gaining more than one seat 
yet this should not be viewed 
as anything more than happy 
coincidence. A large section 
of Britain’s youth remain 
disenfranchised while the 
voting age remains at eighteen 
and above. While capitalist 
democracy is fundamentally 
hollow and inherently designed 

Executive Commitee Statement

General Election 2015
The Communist Response

A statement of the YCL EC agreed in May concerning the political 
situation after the Tory victory and the tasks of our organisation over 
the coming months and years, which will be a pivotal period for our 
class and movement



to maintain ruling class power 
it remains an important forum 
of class struggle, only 24% 
of potential voters managed 
to return an outright Tory 
majority and one-third did 
not vote at all. Winning 
electoral reform, in terms of 
proportional representation 
and votes at 16, and reversing 
the rise of UKIP will be two of 
the many challenges presented 
to the left by this election 
result.

Communists can 
be proud of the election 
campaign we fought in nine 
constituencies across Britain. 
Whilst the size of Britain’s 
communist movement 
remains small we succeeded 
in putting class politics back 
on the agenda in these 
constituencies. The age and 
quality of the candidates we 
fielded is evidence of the 
Communist Party and the 
YCLs renewal and growth 
since re-establishment. The 
Party’s most vigorous and 
visible election campaign to 
date, utilising new tactics and 
reaching a new generation of 
workers, shows the progress 
we’re making towards our 
historic role as the vanguard 
party of the working class. 
Already many new recruits 
have joined the CP and 
the YCL as a result of the 
election. These are successes 
to be celebrated but more 
importantly to be built upon.

One immediate positive 
arising out of the election has 
been a general outpouring 
of anger and a growing 
determination to prevent 
this Tory government from 
finishing it’s full term as seen 
in the series of spontaneous 
marches around the country. 
Most importantly the People’s 
Assembly 20th June ‘End 
Austerity Now’ demonstration 
already promises to attract 
tens of thousands. The People’s 
Assembly is the only viable 
alternative to develop the 
anti-austerity struggle with 
the widest unity of forces in 
Britain capable of creating a 
mass anti-austerity movement. 
This growth in support is a 
positive development and must 
be capitalized upon to raise 
both the profile of the People’s 
Assembly and its role as the 
united movement against 

austerity.
The General 

Election has shown 
how many are 
disenfranchised 
and are open 
to the idea of 
an alternative. 
For this to 
happen a 
positive 
campaign 
must be 
conducted 
and with 
the 
People’s 
Manifesto 
we are 
beginning to 
create this. 
The People’s 
Manifesto for the People’s 
Assembly is an important 
change away from  a purely 
negative campaign to a 
positive one about what we as 
a movement aim to achieve.

For Communists in 
helping to found the People’s 
Assembly we aimed to create 
a broad popular movement 
to be developed from an 
anti-austerity campaign to 
a struggle for socialism. 
Developing the People’s 
Assembly will ensure that 
the people of this country 
have a vehicle capable 
mobilizing large sections 
of the population and the 
labour movement against 
austerity and any party that 
enforces it. As Marx said, the 
Communists fight for the 
attainment of the immediate 
aims, for the enforcement of 
the momentary interests of 
the working class. This must be 
defeating this Tory government 
who plan to redouble the 
intensity of the ruling class 

offensive, emboldened by 
their false mandate. But Marx 
also declared that in the 
movement of the present, the 
Communists also represent 
and take care of the future 
of that movement. For young 
communists this must mean 
continuing to increase our 
size and level of organisation, 
bringing a new generation of 
communists into the labour 
and student movement. It 
is essential we continue to 
rebuild a potent communist 
movement in this country with 
renewed vigour and a sense of 
purpose – achieving Socialism 
in Britain in our lifetime.

Through decades of 
struggle and sacrifice the 
international communist 
movement knows that defeats 
are temporary and fleeting. 
It is now more obvious than 
ever that Socialism can be the 
only solution, our task is no 
less than winning the working 
classes of Britain to this 
realisation.

Communists 
also represent 
and take 
care of the 
future of that 
movement. 
For young 
communists 
this must 
mean 
continuing 
to increase 
our size 
and level of 
organisation
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NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN THE 
STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM
Don’t stop being angry at the greed and 
waste of capitalism.
GET INVOLVED, GET ORGANISED, JOIN 
THE CP & YCL TODAY!

Apply at: www.ycl.org.uk 
    www.communist-party.org.uk 
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Mobilise against the
ruling class offensive!
Rebuild the working 
class movement. 
Oppose the EU 
from the left. Renew 
and strengthen the 
Communist Party.This statement 

was endorsed 
by the 
Communist 
Party executive 
committee 
on May 16, 
2015, following 
discussion of 
the political 
report delivered 
by Communist 

Party general 
secretary 
Robert Griffiths

The re-election of a Tory 
government means that 
the ruling class offensive 

will now be stepped up on 
every front, to concentrate 
yet more wealth and power in 
the hands of monopoly capital 
centred on the City of London.

We know already 
that the Tories will attack 
the welfare benefits of the 
working poor, the unemployed, 
the sick and the disabled as 
never before.

Public services will 
continue to be slashed or 
privatised, with a fresh rash 
of publicly subsidised ‘free 
schools’ and academies 
destroying whole swathes 
of local authority and 
comprehensive education 
across England.

Local government 
funding will be sliced to the 
bone, except where councils 
take the Osborne shilling and 
hand over their collective 
decision making powers to 
a provincial governor, an 
allpowerful mayor whose 
election can be more easily 

influenced by the right-wing 
gutter press.

And this will itself be 
only one aspect of an all-
round attack on democratic 
rights to make ‘Britain plc’ a 
wholly owned and controlled 
subsidiary of City of London 
banks, hedge funds and private 
equity capitalists.

While the Communist 
Party sees nothing progressive 
in religious fundamentalism 
and condemns the inhuman, 
anti-women, sectarian 
barbarism of movements such 
as

Islamic State, we do not 
trust the Tories not to turn 
sweeping new

‘anti-subversion’ and 
‘antiterrorism’ powers against 
those who, like us, fight for the 
overthrow of capitalism by the 
mass of the people.

The British state has 
all the powers and resources 
necessary to monitor and deal 
with those who pursue their 
religious or political objectives 
through the mass murder of 
innocent civilians.

Indeed, recent history 
confirms that all too often 
it is the people who need 
whatever protection can be 
secured, within and outside 
the law, against the arbitrary 
and oppressive use of state 
power.

To the extent that 
the Human Rights Act offers 
such protection, it must be 
defended against Tory plans 
to replace it with a Bill of 
Rights which will contain 
antiprogressive provisions 
reflecting the political balance 
of forces in Tory Britain 
today, rather than when the 
Council of Europe drew up 
its framework, the European 
Convention on Human Rights, 
following the defeat of Nazi 
Germany.

When the Tories talk of 
human or individual rights and 
so-called ‘British values’, they 
mean above all the right to 
own property, to profit from 
the exploitation of labour 
through capital, to enjoy 
unearned wealth and privilege 
and to pass on such inequality 



to future generations.
That is why another 

new policy of this Tory 
government will be to restrict 
employment rights still further, 
making it even easier for 
employers to sack workers 
and to break strikes with 
agency labour.

The Tories intend to 
launch a barrage of anti-trade 
union laws, including additional 
limits on the right to strike, 
imposing thresholds that 
would make industrial action 
supported by a clear majority 
of workers in, say, a 70 per 
cent turnout, illegal.

In fact, the Tory 
government fails one of its 
own tests in this regard, having 
won the votes of only 24 
per cent of the electorate, 
instead of the 40 per cent to 
be demanded of workers in a 
strike ballot. Eleven members 
of the new Cabinet also fail 
this particular test, including 
Business Secretary Sajid Javid, 
who announced this latest 
attack on workers’ rights 
on the same morning that 
Prime Minister Cameron 
told his ministers that the 
Conservatives were ‘the real 
party of working people’.

That, of course, is a bit 
rich coming from the leader 
of the party of the bankers, 
spivs, speculators, tax dodgers, 
landowners and landlords.

Which raises the 
question: how could such a 
party win a General Election, 
especially after five years of 
anti-working class austerity 
and privatisation?

We should approach the 
answers with a sense of 
proportion. To believe wide 
sections of Britain’s mass 
media, one might think that 
the mass of the people had 
endorsed the Tories and their 
manifesto, while rejecting

Labour and its policies 
– not least because the Labour 
Party had supposedly moved 
‘too far to the left’.

In particular, it might 
appear, Labour has been 
comprehensively rejected by 
the people of England.

Let’s take these myths 
in turn.

Only 37 per cent of 
voters plumped for the Tories. 
That’s just 24 per cent of all 
those on the electoral register 
and 21 per cent – barely 
one in five – of the adult 
population.

While the Tories gained 
24 net seats on May 7, their 
share of the vote rose by just 
half of the Labour increase 
of 1.5 percentage points. 
In England, the Tory vote 
increased by 1.4 percentage 
points, whereas

Labour’s actually rose 
by 3.6 – more than twice as 
much. So, compared with five 
years ago, the Labour vote 
advanced more in England and 
Britain overall than that of the 
Tories.

But Cameron & Co. 
gained more seats, and enough 
to form an overall majority, 
because of (1) the distribution 
of the votes, with Labour 
doing best in English and 
Welsh seats which it already 
controlled; (2) the impact 
of UKIP and Green Party 
advances in key marginal seats 
that Labour needed to win 
– but where working class 
electors have turned away 
from a Labour Party that does 
not clearly represent their 
fundamental interests; (3) a 
swing to the Tories in English 
seats previously held by the 
LibDems; and (4) Labour’s 
eclipse by the SNP in Scotland.

No system of 
Proportional Representation 
would have prevented 
the return of a rightwing 
government on May 7, nor 
would PR be guaranteed to do 
so in 2020 without the fall of 
UKIP.

Nevertheless, the 
Communist Party will continue 
to advocate the Single 
Transferable Vote in multi-
member constituencies, which 
combines fair representation 
with local accountability 
(especially alongside a genuine 
right of recall for electors over 
their MP).

A deeper, more 
significant factor in Labour’s 
defeat is the reality that some 
14 per cent of adults in Britain 
are not registered to vote, 
while another 29 per cent are 
registered but choose not to 
vote.

This means that 43 per 

cent of people abstain from 
the electoral struggle – most 
of them working class, young, 
unemployed, immigrants and/
or in rented accommodation.

What an indictment 
of what Lenin described 
as a ‘democracy of the 
moneybags’, in which political 
representation is corrupted 
and narrowed by big business 
money and its right-wing 
gutter press!

Certainly, there 
is no objective evidence 
to indicate that Labour’s 
mildly progressive policies 
to increase taxation on the 
wealthy and the banks, freeze 
energy prices, lift the minimum 
wage and abolish zero-hour 
contracts repulsed large 
numbers of electors. Although 
anti-immigration sentiment 
was a factorin Labour losing 
votes to UKIP and, to a lesser 
extent, to the Tories, this 
was less important to voters 
than health, the economy and 
education – in that order – 
according to the opinion polls.

On health, Labour was 
hampered in its attack on 
privatisation, the NHS funding 
crisis and PFI because the 
last Labour government had 
opened the door wider to all 
three.

On the economy, 
Labour’s failure – over years – 
to campaign against the banks, 
tax havens, ‘quantitative easing’ 
and austerity in favour of 
public services, selective public 
ownership and rebalancing a 
modernised economy, made it 
easier for the Tories and mass 
media to pin the unwarranted 
label of business-hating 
incompetence on Miliband and 
Balls.

On the SNP, the 
decision by the majority of 
Scottish Labour MPs, MSPs 
and party members, together 
with some unions, to elect 
Tridentlovin’, cuts-lovin’, devo-
hatin’ Jim Murphy as their 
leader has proved catastrophic.

Giving such a gift to 
the SNP meant that nationalist 
advance in the opinion polls 
could then be used to create 
another factor in favour of 
a Tory victory – fear of the 
SNP using its influence on a 
minority Labour government 
to win favours for Scotland at 
the expense of England.

Only 37 per 
cent of voters 
plumped for 
the Tories. 
That’s just 24 
per cent of 
all those on 
the electoral 
register and 
21 per cent – 
barely one in 
five

COMMUNIST PARTY
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Labour’s only hope of 
a revival in Scotland is 
not only the immediate 

replacement of Murphy by 
a leader from the left, but 
also – as in England and 
Wales – a decisive turn 
to left and progressive 
policies on major economic, 
social, environmental and 
international questions.

This must include 
coming out clearly in favour 
of a federal Britain, with equal 
status between its constituent 
nations and powerful, directly 
elected regional assemblies in 
England where demand exists. 
And based not on a devolution 
of responsibility for imposing 
fiscal austerity, but on policies 
to redistribute wealth across 
all the regions and nations of 
Britain, from the monopoly 
capitalist class to the working 
class and the mass of the 
people.

It must also include 
bold policies to diversify media 
ownership, to break up the 
monopolies which dominate 
the print media in Britain and 
– with their lies, distortions, 
character assassinations and 
overwhelmingly right-wing 
bias – make rational political 
debate within an informed 
electorate all but impossible

Such policies will 
only be won through united 
struggle, led by the labour 
movement in a popular, 
democratic, anti-monopoly 
alliance of forces.

The Communist Party’s 
General Election 
campaign 

to project this 
perspective and these 
policies was bigger and 
bolder than at any time 
since we re-established 
the party in 1988. Our nine 
parliamentary candidates and 
their supporters, together 
with comrades who fought 
in local elections, should 
be congratulated on their 
tremendous efforts. In our 
council contests, the CP share 

of the poll varied between 2 
per cent and 11 per cent.

At the same time, we 
should be self-critical that 
we did not make a bigger 
contribution as a party to 
the huge political struggle 
that has just taken place on 
the electoral front, raising 
the vital questions, projecting 
the Communist Party and 
socialism, building and 
strengthening our alliances in 
working class communities.

We should now publish 
a full illustrated report of our 
campaign, so that many more 
Party members are clear 
about the reasons why wider 
Communist Party participation 
in elections reinforces and 
enhances our engagement in 
extra-parliamentary struggle.

All Party branches 
are instructed to contest 
the May 5 2016 local and 
regional elections in England, 
complementing a major effort 
in the Scottish Parliament and 
National Assembly of Wales 

elections.

The result on May 7 
leaves the labour and 
progressive movements 

– and within them the 
Communist Party – with a 
number of strategic priorities 
and tasks over the coming 
period.

They flow from a 
perspective which rejects the 
self-defeating notion that five 
years of rhetorical opposition 
to Tory policies, combined 
with a superficial makeover in 
matters of presentation and 
leadership, and even a 
turn to the right, 
will deliver a 

Labour 
victory in 2020.

It will not 

– especially after the Tories 
preside over a change in 
electoral boundaries that 
could cost Labour at least 20 
seats.

Instead of such 
parliamentary fatalism, the 
Communist Party lays out 
its perspectives on the basis 
of mass, class struggle in the 
interests of the working class, 
democracy, peace and the 
future of our planet. 

The objective should 
be to drive this government 
out of office, to spare millions 
of people a full 

five years of misery. 
This is not an impossible 
prospect: Britain’s economic 
recovery is fragile, based 
on debt and inflated values, 

dogged by low investment, low 
productivity and high imports.

Tory divisions over the 
European Union will come 
to the fore as a referendum 
approaches. However,  Labour 
will only be able to take full 
advantage of these divisions if 
it has switched to supporting 
popular sovereignty and a 
referendum, and so is no 
longer alongside the Tory 
government, the City and big 
business in backing Britain’s 
membership of the monopoly 
capitalist and militarist EU.
Our strategic perspectives and 
priorities are that:

1 Working class 
organisation must be 
rebuilt in workplaces and 

local communities, among the 
unemployed and 

housing tenants, 
strengthening 

trades unions 
and trades 

councils.

2 Workers and 
the trades 
unions must 

be won to a united campaign 
against new and existing anti-
trade union laws, backing the 
Campaign for Trade Union 
Freedom and being prepared 

to take unoffcial action where 
necessary in order to expose 
and frustrate Tory and ruling 
class strategy.

3 The People’s Assembly 
must be developed at 
every level and in every 

part of Britain as a broad- 
based militant mass movement 
against austerity and 
privatisation, for the left and 
progressive alternative set out 
in the People’s Manifesto, with 
the trade union movement 
playing a central and leading 
role in its organisation and 
activities.

4 Based on its extensive 
trade union support, the 
National Assembly of 

Women should be built at 
local, regional and national 
levels to draw many more 
women into campaigning 
against  welfare cuts, 
privatisation and nuclear 
weapons; and in support 
of decent benefits, public 
services, the NHS and peace.

5 The labour movement 
must fulfil its 
responsibility to reclaim 

the Labour Party as a mass 
party whose policies represent 
the interests of the working 
class, or failing significant 
progress by the Labour Party 
conference in 2016 at the 
latest, to begin taking  the 
steps necessary to re-establish 
a genuine mass party of labour.

6 In the meantime, in order 
to strengthen the fight 
to reclaim the Labour 

Party, trades unions should 
consider forming a trade union 
party affiliated to Labour 
which campaigns for left and 
progressive policies in the 
interests of the working class 
and people generally.

7 Within the labour 
movement and across the 
left, the arguments must 

be put in favour of progressive 
federalism for the regions 
and nations of Britain;  for 
working class and people’s 
unity in the fight against British 
state- monopoly capitalism, 
reactionary nationalism and 
racism.

Bolder policies

Communists and 
Elections

No to 
parliamentary 

fatalism

Strategic Tasks
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8 CND and its affliated 
bodies in Scotland 
and Wales should be 

reinvigorated and expanded 
as a vital part of the struggle 
to defeat plans to renew 
Britain’s nuclear weapons 
system. A relaunched British 
Peace Assembly will help infuse 
the peace movement with 
an essential anti-imperialist 
outlook.

9 Socialists, Communists 
and trade unionists 
and their organisations 

must urgently consider how 
to construct a campaigning 
alliance to project the 
democratic, working class 
and internationalist case 
against the EU, and for British 
withdrawal, in the period up 
to the proposed referendum 
in 2017.

10 Greater 
understanding needs 
to be won in the 

trade union and progressive 
movements, including in the 
People’s Assembly, of the role 
of the Morning  Star as the 
daily newspaper of the labour 
movement which informs, 
inspires and helps mobilise  
people in struggle.

As for the Communist 
Party, we urgently need 
to enhance our role and 

work as the Marxist party of 
the labour and anti-imperialist 
movements. To equip us 
effectively for the challenges 
ahead, there will have to be a 
process of communist renewal 
– driven by Marxist- Leninist 
education, training  and leading 
by example – to help ensure 
the development of a party 
that is politically advanced, 
militant, well- organised 
and united on the basis  of 
democratic participation and 
self-discipline.

Designing, leading and guiding 
such a process must be a 
top priority for the EC and 
its political and organisation 
committees over the period to 
our 54th congress in 2016.

Communist 
Renewal

The desire for a future 
based on peace, 
cooperation, community, 

solidarity and common wealth 
has long inspired our people.
The Communist Party 
continues that living, 
revolutionary tradition.

Our party is a product, 
first and foremost, of the 
British labour movement. 
Its roots lie deep in Britain’s 
trade unions, socialist societies 
and other working class 
organisations.

In the 1920s and 30s 
the Communist Party led the 
fight against unemployment 
and fascism.

During the war it led 
the battle for production in 
the factories and for a Second 
Front to defeat the Nazis.

In the post war years 
it fought against US and 
British imperialism, against the 
Cold War, for peace, against 
apartheid and in solidarity with 
the liberation movements in 
the colonies.

It contributed 

decisiveley to the defeat of 
Labour and Tory antitrade 
union laws.

The communist-led 
Liaison Committee for the 
Defence of Trade Unions 
united workers in mass one-
day stoppages in 1968, 1970 
and 1971. The last of these 
moved the TUC to call a one-
day General Strike, thereby 
defeating the legislation. 
Powerful Communist and 
broad left organisations were 
built in many workplaces and 
unions.

These very successes 
of the Communist Party made 
it a particular target of the 
capitalist class. In recent years, 
the party has worked tirelessly 
to rebuild membership 
and organisation in trades 
unions and mass movements 
alongside many socialists and 
others.

What is distinctive 
about the Communist Party? 
It is the Marxist analysis of 
the dominant structures and 
ideas of society combined with 

deep roots in the working 
class and its connection with 
a world wide movement for 
revolutionary change.

Trans-national 
corporations – acting through 
international institutions such 
as the European Union, the 
International Monetary Fund, 
the World Trade Organisation, 
the World Bank and NATO 
ensure the rich get richer as 
billions of people go without 
adequate food, shelter, clean 
water or health and education 
services.

The need for popular 
resistance and class struggle, 
for liberation and for the 
working class to take state 
power is as great as ever. But 
this requires theory as well as 
practice, organisation as well 
as education.

Communist organise 
for working class power, for 
equality and liberation – to 
make a difference.

Join us! 

If not you, WHO?
If not now, WHEN?
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Beyond London 

& June 20thWe asked for stories on how 
the People’s Assembly was 
developing locally in your area 
and positives lessons that could 
be applied elsewhere

In my region, Cornwall, we 
have seen large support 
for the People’s Assembly 

with many people getting on 
board and participating in a 
demonstration of hundreds of 
people on the streets of Truro. 
Such a thing is unprecedented 
in a place like Cornwall; a 
traditional Liberal stronghold 
for generations that has 
recently decided to turn its six 
constituencies completely blue. 
That gives you an idea of the 
level of class consciousness 
in the region. Despite that, 
or perhaps because of it, the 
recent People’s Assembly 
attracted large amounts of 
people at the very tip of the 
receiving end of the Tories’ 
austerity measures. At the 
fore were the disabled, the 
unemployed and single parents, 
those struggling most under 
the current welfare reforms.

 I was there with 
my trade union 
encouraging 
people 
to 

join 
Unite 

Community 

and we had a lot of interest. 
Part of the YCL’s organising 
strategy to promote class-
consciousness in Cornwall is 
to try and unionise workers. 
Unite’s Fight 4 Five campaign 
which styles itself on the Fight 
for $15 campaign which has 
achieved widespread success 
in the USA, and the Unite 
Community branch provides 
a pool of keen activists as well 
as a campaigning organisation 
for the unemployed. It may 
also be a better option for 
those workers who are on 
zero hours contracts who may 
get a very low salary due to 
their small amount of hours 
worked.

 Part of the success 
of the Fight for $15 was 
that it didn’t merely go into 
workplaces asking employees 
to join a union but the fact 
that they co-ordinated groups 
from across the community 
to engage in campaigns and 
boycotts in local communities 
alongside the trade unions to 
pressure employers and local 
governments into granting 
better pay and conditions 
to workers, a strong Unite 
Community branch provides 
such a mechanism to enable 
just that.

 The local Unite 
Community branch formed 
off the back of the People’s 
Assembly demonstrations 
offers a way in which the 
latent class-consciousness 

stirred up by the Assembly 
can galvanise itself and take 
roots in local regions, it offers 
a way into trade unions and a 
way in which to engage local 
communities and concerned 
citizens to provide an auxiliary 
force allowing ‘the people’ 
to act in unison with ‘the 
workers’ to get a better deal 
from employers and improve 
the local community leaving 
links that will remain. Wouldn’t 
it be handy if in the future 
local communities could call 
on unions to go on strike to 
say, protect it from anything 
from fracking to government 
policy?

 Fight 4 Five is taking 
root in the region with union 
and Community branches 
offering their support to 
the campaign which will be 
mobilising at the start of July.

  Owain, Truro

I set up Calderdale People’s 
Assembly 2 years ago when 
I was 17. It’s a semi-urban 

area on the edge of West 
Yorkshire, where political 
activism has always been 
pretty low, and was set up 
as travelling to Leeds for 
meetings took too long. 

It went slow for 
along time, but gradually we 
started working with our 

re-established trades council, 
Unite Community, as well as 
local campaigns, and slowly 
the People’s Assembly became 
something identified in 
Calderdale’s political scene. Its 
taken along time, but know it 
survives beyond those who set 
it up, and has kept on pushing 
its presence up and down the 
valley. Regular stalls before the 
election was followed by an 
active and engaging political 
meeting , that’s not been seen 
in Calderdale for as long as I 
can remember, not a meeting 
of a long term sustained 
movement.

It succeeded because 
we were persistent, we 
supported the struggles (such 
as an NUT strike) happening 
locally, but also kept on putting 
on regular work. We’ve had 
demos in Halifax, which 
have numbered in the in the 
dozens, not quite the tens of 
thousands at the 20th June, but 
political activity where there 
was none.

Developing a mass 
movement is about time, 
and we’re not one yet, not in 
Calderdale and not in Britain. 
If we keep on working though, 
increasing our activities in the 
community, supporting trade 
unions, and continue to get 
out as a broad movement to 
question the sense behind 
austerity, we can become one.

        Anon, Calderdale

Cornwall

Calderdale
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Sheffield PA took over 
from Sheffield Anti Cuts 
Alliance, and brought 

together those already 
involved and new people 
drawn by the People’s 
Assembly. Set up by students 
and trade unionists, it suffered 
when the original students left, 
but by then had established 
itself well enough to continue. 
It has a formal constitution 
that has made sure it has 
steady trade union support, 
and hold a regular stall dealing 
with a range of anti austerity 
struggles, community and 
trade union action. Like many 
People’s Assemblies it needs 
to start pushing further from 
those already involved, into 
communities and trade unions. 
By doing this it will create 
a movement with a broad 
aim, which can challenge the 
existing political forces in this 
country.

The best part of the 
People’s Assembly is how it 
has a role for everyone, from 

the seasoned campaigner, to 
those just wanting to get stuck 
in who’ve never done anything 
else, and allowing creativity 
alongside more traditional 
campaigning.

It has been a successful 
People’s Assembly, and before 
the election had an anti-
austerity hustings, which drew 
in many of those, not just the 
‘usual suspects’, and it included 
Labour, Green and Communist 
general election candidates, 
so it appealed to many people 
who’d never heard of the 
People’s Assembly before.

We’re now working on 
having an autumn conference, 
where campaigners, trade 
unionists, and everyone can 
come along and have the time 
to think about where they, and 
their organization fit into the 
wider picture. Having the time 
to make contacts, and have the 
discussions that can’t be done 
in regular meetings, will give 
all those involved a clearer 
understanding about what they 
themselves, and other people 
do, and are aiming for.

         Daragh, Sheffield

Sheffield
If you want to contribute to 
Challenge, either through 

writing articles, poems, reviews 
or providing artwork then don’t 

hesitate to get in touch by emailing 
challenge@ycl.org.uk

Fancy Writing for Challenge?
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Back 2 Basics
Part Nine: Capitalist Crisis

One of the key features 
of capitalism is the recurrence 
of periodic, systemic crises. 
These crises are either denied 
by capitalist economists, 
attributed to specific 
circumstances (and thereby 
taken as an exception rather 
than a rule) or it is claimed 
that, actually, the cause of the 
crisis was state intervention 
and attempts at planning which 
have thwarted the logic of 
the market and deformed an 
otherwise perfect system.

The recurrence and 
regularity of these crises 
makes all such arguments 
demonstrably false. The 
purpose of this article is to 
outline a Marxist explanation 
for capitalist crisis.

Capitalist production 
is production for profit. 
As outlined previously, a 
commodity produced under 
capitalism has both a ‘use 
value’ (a coat can be worn) 
and an ‘exchange value’ (a coat 
can be sold). In order for the 
exchange value of a commodity 
to be realised, it must be sold. 
Therefore there must be a 
buyer who is (ultimately) 
interested in the use value of 
the commodity.

Under modern 
capitalism, there is a huge 
interdependency of industry. As 
production methods become 
more specialised in individual 
character, they become more 
social in their overall character. 

This interdependence is further 
extended by the use of credit 
to pay for improvements in 
the means of production, 
creating a system where one 
company defaulting on a debt 
can cause a whole series of 
companies and banks to miss 
payments to their creditors and 
where companies are regularly 
spending profits before they 
are realised.

Capitalist production 
can be divided into two broad 
categories: the production of 
capital goods, or the means of 
production, and the production 
of consumer goods. Whilst 
some commodities will clearly 
fall into both categories, most 
companies will produce mainly 
for industry or for consumers. 
The demand for capital 
goods is directly related to 
that proportion of capitalist 
profit which is reinvested 
into the production process, 
plus the amount necessary to 
replace machinery and raw 
materials used in the process. 
On the other hand, demand 
for commodities is directly 
related to the cost of labour 
(paid in wages to the workers 
and spent on commodities) 
and that proportion of 
capitalist profit spent on 
commodities (both neccessary 
and luxury items). Therefore 
both branches of production 
are intimately linked and, for 
capitalism to progress without 
crisis, both must develop at an 

equal 
rate.

Now 
let us examine 
the process of production at 
the point when a new means 
of production is introduced. 
Initially, the new technology is 
introduced in a few enterprises 
only and, for a short period 
of time, these enterprises will 
receive above average profits 
since the labour embodied 
in their products is less than 
is socially necessary. Soon 
other enterprises will seek 
to introduce new means, 
first in the original sector, 
then across the whole 
sphere of production. This 
increased investment in means 
of production increases 
production in the capital goods 
sector, which in turn increases 
employment and therefore 
available purchasing power 
and hence develops sales of 
consumer goods, stimulating a 
new wave of investment.

Since the capital goods 
sector has a slower rate of 
reaction, due to the nature 
of its product, demand far 
outstrips upply and the prices 
of capital goods increase more 
than those of consumer goods, 
as does the rate of profit.

This encourages 
investment in the capital goods 
sector in preference to the 

consumer goods sector, causing 
an initial break in the even 
development of both sectors. 
This break in the rate of profit 
causes the capital goods sector 
to expand faster than the 
consumer goods sector, but 
at the same time both sectors 
are expanding as employment 
increases, wages rise (although 
not as fast as prices) and 
demand for commodities 
increases. The capital goods 
sector delivers on the new 
means of production, meaning 
that rates of production 
are increased greatly in the 
consumer goods sector.

Slowly, a point is 
reached where the relation 
between supply and demand 
for consumer goods begins 
to change. Demand for 
consumer goods has reached 
its current maximum, due to 
the slow increase in wages, 
yet the rate of production 
continues to increase due 
to previous investments in 
new means of production 
which are only now delivering 
results. As supply begins 
to outstrip demand, those 
businesses operating below 
the average rate of production 
and therefore investing more 

Back2Basics is a regular feature 
in Challenge, an ongoing series 
of articles of Marxist concepts 
made easy. The whole series is 
also available as a paperback 
pamphlet

The collapse of the Northen 
Rock bank was the first 

sign of the devasting crisis 
which began with the 2008 

“Credit-Crunch”



than socially necessary labour 
time in the production of 
commodities, find that the 
cost of production of their 
goods is now higher than their 
market value (exchange value). 
This is possible because of the 
separation in time between 
the production of these 
commodities and their sale.

Due to the expansion 
of credit and the loans readily 
provided by banks during the 
boom in production when the 
rate of profit was much higher 
than interest rates, many of 
these enterprises continue 
to produce at a loss using 
projected future profits.

Eventually, the slump 
reaches a point where even 
commodities produced using 
socially necessary labour time 
cannot be sold for their cost 

of production due to a glut 
in the market. Bank loans are 
now refused or charged at 
exorbitantly high interest rates 
and the entire system of credit 
collapses with many businesses 
going bankrupt or being bought 
up by the larger businesses 
which have the resources to 
weather the recession. In one 
fell swoop, the contradiction 
between the use value and 
exchange value of commodities 
is resolved with the ruin of 
thousands of lives and the loss 
of enormous quantities of 
value.

After the financial 
crash, which may last months, 
or even years, the number of 
businesses operating in each 
sector is greatly reduced, as is 
their output. Those businesses 
(generally the larger ones) 

which have weathered the 
collapse are simply selling off 
stocks accumulated during 
the end of the boom, when 
demand began to fall or, 
where necessary (for instance 
perishable consumer goods), 
carrying out production to 
order. Slowly, the financial 
situation stabilises and, with 
wages driven down by the 
pressure of unemployment, 
some businesses begin to 
make a profit again. Prices of 
capital goods remain lower 
than consumer goods (since 
people need essentials such 
as food and clothing even 
during a recession) and it is 
not long before some of the 
businesses which survived, with 
their competitors having gone 
bankrupt or been bought out, 
decide to invest in new means 

of production to expand into 
the growing market. Hence the 
cycle begins again.

This cycle, and the 
destruction inherent in it, 
will continue as long as the 
contradiction between use 
value and exchange value, 
between the social character 
of production and the private 
character of appropriation, 
continues.

“The last cause of all 
real crises always remains 
the poverty and restricted 
consumption of the masses 
as compared to the tendency 
of capitalist production to 
develop the productive forces 
as if only the absolute power 
of consumption of the entire 
society would be their limit.” 
(Karl Marx, Capital, Vol. III, 
p568)
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Karl Marx’s Capital: What’s it all about? [An 
Introduction] - available at www.ycl.org.uk
“The Great Money Trick” the Ragged Trousered 
Philantropists - available at www.ycl.org.uk

Introducing Marxism, a CP study course - available 
at www.ycl.org.uk
State Monopoly Capitalism in Britain, Britains Road 
to Socialism, Programme of the CP and YCL

Further Reading
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A weekend of discussion, debate, culture, music & food with national & 
international speakers from the labour, progressive & anti-imperialist movements 
hosted by the Communist Party, the Morning Star & the Marx Memorial Library

The Red Star Festival is being hosted in the 
historic Marx Memorial Library and other 
venues around Clerkenwell Green, London

31st of July - 2nd of August 2015

Speakers from across the broad 
left and progressive movement; 

the Communist Party and YCL and 
international sister parties; and 

the trade union movement

For more information go to:
www.communist-party.org.uk



POETRY CORNER

I was run over by the truth one day.
Ever since the accident I’ve walked this way
   So stick my legs in plaster
   Tell me lies about Vietnam.

Heard the alarm clock screaming with pain,
Couldn’t find myself so I went back to sleep again
   So fill my ears with silver
   Stick my legs in plaster
   Tell me lies about Vietnam.

Every time I shut my eyes all I see is flames.
Made a marble phone book and I carved all the 
names
   So coat my eyes with butter
   Fill my ears with silver
   Stick my legs in plaster
   Tell me lies about Vietnam.

I smell something burning, hope it’s just my brains.
They’re only dropping peppermints and daisy-chains
   So stuff my nose with garlic
   Coat my eyes with butter
   Fill my ears with silver
   Stick my legs in plaster
   Tell me lies about Vietnam.

Where were you at the time of the crime?
Down by the Cenotaph drinking slime
   So chain my tongue with whisky
   Stuff my nose with garlic
   Coat my eyes with butter
   Fill my ears with silver
   Stick my legs in plaster
   Tell me lies about Vietnam.

You put your bombers in, you put your conscience 
out,
You take the human being and you twist it all about
   So scrub my skin with women
   Chain my tongue with whisky
   Stuff my nose with garlic
   Coat my eyes with butter
   Fill my ears with silver
   Stick my legs in plaster
   Tell me lies about Vietnam.”

Poetry Corner
by Adrian Mitchell
To Whom It May Concern

“
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Pictured: Adrian Mitchell delivering a 
reading “To Whom It May Concern” in 
the Royal Albert Hall in London in 1965 
at the height of the Vietnam War

Adrian Mitchell was a prominent English novelist, 
playwright and poet.  Born in London in 1932, he was 
a staunch supporter of many left wing causes, most 
especially the peace movement, right up until his 
death in 2008.

Mitchell was a supporter of CND and Stop the War 
Coalition and gave readings of his work at countless 
demonstrations and rallys over the years. In fact 
“To Whom It May Concern” or “Tell Me Lies About 
Vietnam” was first performed to a croud of thousands 
of protestors who had packed Trafalgar Square as part 
of a CND march for nuclear disarmament.

The poems targets the false propaganda 
surrounding the Vietnam war and the picture that was 
fed to the public in Britain via the BBC and privately 
owned media. 

As well as masking the horrific realities of the war 
on the ground it was justified as a war in the name of 
“democracy” led by the “free world” rather than mass 
slaughter in the name of imperialism. 

The poems themes are just as applicable to Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Libya and many other imperialist 
adventures in the past few decades.



Pablo Neruda was a prominent Chilean Communist, as 
well as a Nobel prize-winning poet in both literature 
and peace (slightly more deserving than the current 
warmongering president of the US). Neruda played key 
roles in two Chilean governments and experienced the 
outlawing of Communism in 1948 and later became a close 
advisor to the Socialist President Salvador Allende only 
to die in hospital of cancer at the time of Pinochet’s US-
backed coup.

Better known nowadays only for his poetry, he was 
a hugely popular poet in Chile at the time and remains 
popular throughout the world today. Neruda’s work 
reminds me of a line from Billy Bragg’s Waiting for the 
Great Leap Forward which reads:

‘Mixing Pop and Politics he asks me what the use is’
To me Neruda managed to excel at both and shows 

that the artistic arena is a good a place as any to bring 
politics to bear.

The following poem rails against the imperialism rife 
in Latin America AKA the back-yard of the USA. A threat 
which is all to relevant for the peoples of the region to this 
day.

By Owain Holland



YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 
wing of the Communist Party. The 

YCL has a long and proud his-
tory in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based pro-
gressive youth organisations that 
exist today owe their existence to 
the initiatives and work of the YCL. 
The YCL has always and continues 
to play a vital role in the struggles 
for peace, against racism and fas-
cism, for gender equality, and all 
other popular struggles that in-

volve young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the address 
below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to Challenge 
then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 for Europe, 
£21 for Overseas (please pay by international money order). Cheques & P/O 
should be made payable to YCL.  Order online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It 
means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the capital-
ists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social pro-
gress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved through 
a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We publicise 
our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day to day 
struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel 
for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.



NOW IS THE TIME
TO JOIN THE YCL! 

JOIN THE STRUGGLE !

FOR PEACE, JOBS AND SOCIALISM

For working 
class power 
and human 
liberation!



We’re different to all the other papers – 
we’re not owned by oligarchs or friends 
of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it.
We’ve ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.
You can play your part by taking out 
shares, and getting your 
union branch to do the same.

Britain’s only socialist daily
Britain’s only co-operative daily

The Morning Star

I hereby apply for membership of the People’s Press Printing Society Ltd. I enclose 
(delete as appropriate, £1 minimum):

£10/£50/£100/£500/£............
being payment in full, at the rate of £1 per share. I further agree to conform with 
the rules of the PPPS (a copy of the rules is available on request).To PEOPLE’S PRESS PRINTING 

SOCIETY LTD
(Registered under the Industrial and Provident 

Societies Act 1965 No 12750R)

William Rust House, 52 Beachy Road, 
Bow, London E3 2NS

Secretary Tony Briscoe

Own your own paper...
BUY A SHARE IN THE STAR’S FUTURE

Return this form to the secretary at the address listed. All payments in sterling payable to PPPS

Join the movement for a better media

Take a share in the people’s paper

Full name (individual application) 
Branch (union application) 

Signature  

Date of birth (you must be 16 or over) 

Email  

Postal address (inc. postcode) 

 

Existing member? Number 

Join thousands backing the campaign for a better media. Join the PPPS today

The more members of the co-op, the wider the 
democratic base, the more revenue we have to 
invest and, ultimately, the better the paper.
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Shareholder unions
include:

Community, CWU, FBU, 
GMB, NUM, POA,  
RMT, Ucatt, Unite the Union 
and the North  
East Area NUM


