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editorial
Dear Comrades,  
 
Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge. 
 
This is Johnnie Hunter stepping in again as guest editor for another 
special edition.

This special edition of Challenge published for Unite Policy Confer-
ence 2014 might be, I suspect for many of you, the first time you 
are picking up a copy of Challenge, the magazine of the Young 
Communist League. I hope for many of you it will be the start of a 
life-long habit. 

Unite members have much to be proud of going into this confer-
ence. Over the past few years Unite has shown a determination and 
a bravery in facing down bosses and the government alike in de-
fense of workers and our class. 
 
This edition emphasizes however that we cannot simply rest on our 
laurels. 
 
We must push forward to improve Unite as a mass, participatory, 
lay-member led democratic union.

One task stands out above all else in terms of reforming policy: the 
European Union. 
 
The EU jobs myth and the bogus idea of a ‘Social Europe’ have 
been proven to be lies time and time again. The EU is in reality a 
scourge of permanent of austeriity, attacks on employment rights 
and imperialist wars. 
 
The EU is a tool of the Europe’s ruling classes, big business and the 
monopoly corporations. It can be reformed no more than we can 
reform a cancerous tumor. The only option is a left exit as called for 
by the RMT and the late great Bob Crow and Tony Benn. 
 
As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through writ-
ing articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t hesi-
tate to get in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or writing to 
Challenge, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

We must 
push for-
ward to im-
prove Unite 
as a mass, 
participa-
tory, lay-
member 
led demo-
cratic union
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IN THE NEWS

Morning Star editor Richard 
Bagley fired the starting pis-
tol on one of the most ambi-
tious fundraising drives in the 
paper’s 84-year history.

The only socialist English-
language daily in the world 
— known affectionately as 
the Daily Miracle — declared 
the next four months the 
“summer of heroes” as it 
revealed plans for the huge 
publicity and funding project.

A rolling plan of events 
from now to September will 
see a mass campaign for in-
vestment from people across 
Britain to be ploughed into 
technology, marketing and 
awareness-raising initiatives 
to encourage new waves 
of people to get behind the 
paper.

Bagley said the goal was 
to mobilise every reader and 
supporter, every trade union-
ist and campaign group with 
a political stake in the paper, 
and those people who are 
readers “but just don’t know 
it yet” behind a sweeping 
future vision as the Morn-
ing Star heads into its 85th 
birthday year.

At the heart of the plan will 
be a push to:

Underline the crucial need 
for a daily voice online and in 
print to promote ideas that 

in the news
Morning Star Launches 
Summer of Heroes

Activists have called for a 
total ban on disgusting meas-
ures meant to deter home-
less people from sleeping in 
certain spots. Several Tesco 
branches were forced to re-
move “anti-homeless” spikes 
from near their doorways.

Say No to Spikes campaign-
ers have joined the massive 
People’s Assembly march 
and rally in London, racheting 
up the pressure on compa-
nies and councils who dare to 
use similar devices.

Many have pointed to the 
barbarity and ridiculousness 
of the measaue adopted by 
corporations and councils in 
light of the UK’s 62 per cent 
rise in homelessness

Earlier this month outrage 
erupted after similar contrap-
tions were pictured at the 
lobby entrance of a block of 
flats in Southwark, London.

People’s Assembly national 
secretary Sam Fairbairn said 
the spikes showed how unin-
terested the Con-Dem coali-
tion and multinational firms 
were in plight of society’s 
most vulnerable.

Barbaric 
‘anti-
homeless’ 
spikes
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face a virtual blackout in the 
rest of the press.

Get monthly sponsorship 
for vital new software that is 
now sold on a subscription 
basis

Reinvigoration of the pa-
per’s support base aimed at 
summer fundraising.

Bagley revealed that the 
results of the drive will be 
announced by the team of 
crack cyclists powering from 
London to Paris in September 
to raise cash for the Morning 
Star.

“The mainstream media 
has oligarchs and sugar dad-
dies — and they are all men, 
by the way — to fund them,”

“The Morning Star only has 
the ordinary women and men 

who make up our move-
ment.” he said.

“We have seen the price 
of underfunding at our sister 
papers in Europe — fewer 
pages, less publication days 
and a relentless struggle for 
survival,”

“Our responsibility to soci-
ety, to all those generations 
who have gone before us and 
all those to come mean that 
we cannot travel this path.

“But in this era of never-
ending austerity we need 
people to stand up and be 
counted to make sure the pa-
per of our movement has the 
tools it needs to do its job.

“The only answer is invest-
ment.”
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Spooks monitor 
your every 
message

David Cameron stood 
accused of whip-
ping up Islamo-

phobia after promising 
a “robust” campaign to 
monitor Muslim commu-
nity schools. 
   The Prime Minister 
cotinued to ramp up 
his rhetoric despite 
investigators finding no 
evidence at the 21 under-
suspicion Birmingham 
schools that they had 
fostered religious hatred. 
  National Union of T 
eachers general secre-
tary Christine Blower 
condemned the gov-
ernment’s response as 
“highly inflammatory,” 
“unprecedented and 
clearly political.” 
  An undated, unsigned 
letter was alleged to 
represent the leak of a 
five-point plan by hard-
line Islamic fundamental-
ists to seize control of 
Birmingham’s schools 
through strategic ap-
pointments and dismiss-
als, dubbed Operation 
Trojan Horse. 
  The allegations are now 
widely believed to have 
been a hoax but sparked 
four separate investiga-
tions into 21 schools, 
drawing on officials from 
the Department for Edu-
cation, Birmingham City 
Council and West Mid-
lands Police. 
   Hands Off Birmingham 
Schools, a new grass-
roots campaign group 
dismissed Ofsted’s 
inspections as politically 
motivated. 
  They urged Education 
Secretary Michael Gove 
to “listen to the voices of 
the children, parents and 
community in Birming-
ham,”

Labour leader Ed Mili-
band has announce 
plans to cut the Wel-

fare system if they win next 
general election.

In a seemingly deter-
mined effort to avoid vic-
tory in the 2015 polls, ‘Red 
Ed’ promised to end out of 
work benefits for around 
100’000 18-21 year olds 
across Britain.

The benefits are to be 
replaced by a less costly 
means tested payment 
. Receiving this will be 
dependant on engaging in 

‘training’ which promises to 
return them to the world of 
work.

Miliband promised this 
was an effort to end the 

“something for nothing” 
culture seemingly endemic 
in our welfare system.

This is a bad omen for 
anyone hoping Labour 
would opt for a pro-worker 
manifesto going into the 
2015 general election.

If Labour continue to 
adopt such policies and 
only offer voter’s their 
brand of ‘austerity-lite’ 
next year this will have 
broader reprecussions 
for the labour movement 
politically.

Cameron 
whipping up 
Islamopho-
bia over 
Trojan Horse

Labour to cut youth benefits
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Every Facebook message, 
tweet and email sent in Brit-
ain is monitored by spooks, 
Britain’s spy chief Charles 
Farr was forced to admit 
recently.

Mass surveillance by 
Britain’s intelligence agency 
GCHQ was exposed in a 48-
page document published 
yesterday by campaign 
groups challenging the prac-
tices in court.

It was obtained by Privacy 
International, Liberty, Am-
nesty International and other 
groups in their legal bid to 
reveal the extent of GCHQ’s 
spying on their online activ-
ity.

The groups published his 
written statement to the 
court as part of their cam-
paign to reveal the actions 
of Britain’s spooks following 
the revelations of US whistle-
blower Edward Snowden.

Mr Farr admits that the 
security services have been 
accessing information from 
people’s private communica-

tions on US-based websites 
such as Google, Facebook 
and Twitter.

Under the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act the 
OSCT can access messages 
sent or received abroad with-
out a warrant.

As most social networks 
are hosted in the US it counts 
them as foreign — putting all 
of their data up for grabs.

“One of the main problems 
with the police and the secu-
rity services is that they will 
inevitably stretch definitions 
and overstep the powers that 
Parliament gave them,” said 
Green Party peer Jenny Jones.

Ms Jones revealed this 
week how her online activity 
was recorded on a database 
of domestic extremists by 
the Metropolitan Police.

She told the Morning Star 
that only “strict accountabil-
ity to elected representatives 
will provide the brakes on 
this intrusion into ordinary 
people’s lives.”

Mr Farr claimed that spying 

becomes of “less impor-
tance” if agents do not read 
the intercepted messages.

“The suggestion that 
violations of the right to 
privacy are meaningless if 
the violator subsequently 
forgets about it not only 
offends the fundamental, 
inalienable nature of human 
rights, but patronises the 
British people,” said Privacy 
International deputy director 
Eric King.

Mr Farr’s document was 
released on the same day as 
GCHQ announced it will soon 
begin to share gathered intel-
ligence with some of Britain’s 
largest companies in an at-
tempt to prevent “threats” of 
cyber-espionage.

Communist Party general 
secretary Robert Griffiths 
said: “These revelations only 
confirm that all so-called 
‘safeguards’ to protect civil 
liberties are a sham and that 
GCHQ is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the US security 
state.”
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EU Elections:

.

No2EU - Yes to Workers Rights

UKIP & the Rise of the European Right
The worst fears of the nations socialists and anti-fascists were 
realised with the UK Independence Party victory at the polls. UKIP 
topped the vote with 27.49%, Labour closest on 25.40%. This 
means UKIP more than double their number of MEP’s to 24.

This is obviously a worring development in and of itself - but even 
more so given we are only one year on from a General Election pro-
voking fears of UKIP entering Parliament for the first time. 
 
The broader picture was no less grim. The far right National Front 
also won in France on 25%. Greek Neo-Nazis Golden Dawn received 
9% and the right wing Danish People’s Party won on 27%.

The fact that these right-wing and fascist parties are utilising disat-
isfaction with EU austerity means making the case of a left exit all 
the more pressing.

North West Rids Itself of 
Fascist Tumour

Despite appearances, the EU Parliament 
is an entirely toothless body. All laws are 
proposed and made by the unelected 
commission. The farce of the parliament 
provides a ‘democratic’ smokescreen...

EU ELECTIONS

22
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YCL London  
Opposes Fascism
There was a fantastic turn-
out at the YCL’s emergency 
demonstration outside 
the Ukrainian Embassy 
in London Wednesday 
14/05/2014

Communists, trade-union-
ists and antifascists gath-
ered to condemn the EU-
US-NATO led intervention in 
the country and to protest 
against the rise of fascism 
and attacks on commu-
nists and trade-unionists in 
Ukraine.

YCL general secretary Zoe 
Hennessy said:

“We called this demonstra-
tion in order to demand 
an end to fascist violence 
against trade unionists and 
communists in Ukraine, 
and protest against the 
Communist Party of 
Ukraine’s expulsion from 
parliament, a party which 
3 million Ukrainians voted 
for.”

“We extend our solidarity 
to the Communist Party of 
Ukraine, and demand the 
the anti-democratic EU-NA-
TO-USA backed junta steps 
down.”

The demonstration repre-
sented a truly broad front 
including: YCLers, members 
of local Communist Party 
branches, trade unionists, 
members of the Indian 
Worker’s Association, a 
host of comrades from 
fraternal British domiciled 
communist parties and 
youth organisations – 
amongst others.

Julian Jones representing 
the YCL Executive Commit-
tee addressed demonstra-
tors as well as a delegate, 
warmly received, from 

RMT Paddington Branch. A 
delegate from the Greek 
Young Communist League 
(KNE), told the crowd:

“The coup d’etat, against 
the people in east Ukraine 
highlights the enormous 
responsibilities of the USA, 
NATO
and EU.”

“They support the national-
ist
government of Ukraine and
other fascist forces in the
framework of their compe-
tition
with Russia.”

“People in Britain, 
together with all the
peoples of Europe, must 
condemn the imperialist
intervention of the USA-

NATO-EU in Ukraine as
well as every attempt to 
restrict the right of the 
Ukrainian people and ban 
the activity of commu-
nists.”

YCLers handed in a
statement demanding an
end to attacks on the Com-
munist Party of Ukraine and 
for the Neo-Nazi junta to 
step down. Speakers called 
on the British government 
to end its involvement in 
propping up the dictator-
ship, and to cuts all ties 
with the junta.

Building on an earlier 
demonstration by YCLer’s 
in Edinburgh, the London 
YCL has shown the British 
working class and British 
youth will not sit idly by 
and suffer the resurgence 
of fascism in Europe. From 
Edinburgh to London, and 
all over Britain, the cry was 
clear –  ¡No pasarán!

Julian Jones speaking for the YCL Executive Committee

Speaker from KNE 
(Greek Communist 
Youth)

UKRAINE

7
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If credit were given where 
it is due, the black banners 
of the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIS/ISIL)
now flying over Mosul, Fal-
lujah and Ramadi would be 
emblazoned with portraits 
of Tony Blair and George 
Bush.

For the sudden and stun-
ning military triumphs of 
the Isil fighters is both 
the consequence and 
the collapse of the policy 
launched with the Anglo-US 
aggression against Iraq in 
2003.

The overthrow, by means 
of illegal invasion, of 
the dictatorial regime of 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq 
spawned an increasingly 
sectarian, authoritarian and 
corrupt state which is now 
on the brink of disintegra-
tion along more than one 
axis.

A presumably uneasy alli-
ance of Isil, Baathists and 
other Sunni-based resist-
ance groups — united in 
their opposition to the Shia-
sectarian regime of Pre-
mier Nouri al-Maliki — now 
controls much of the north 
of the country, with at least 
some degree of reported 
public support. 

If Obama, presently pon-
dering bombing raids, does 
indeed intervene then the 
further advance of Isis 
towards Baghdad — where 
the Shia majority would not 
make them welcome in any 
case — may be prevented, 
but it is hard to see how 

Iraq: On the Dissecting 
Table of Imperialism

their present gains can be 
reversed in the absence of 
a ground force willing to 
confront the insurgents.

The leadership of the au-
tonomous region of Kurd-
istan, forever looking for 
the opportunity to upgrade 
their autonomy to the foun-
dations of an independent 
Kurdish state, has taken 
advantage of the chaos to 
seize control of Kirkuk and 
the surrounding oil field, 
a position which they will 
not voluntarily relinquish 
since it could make the dif-
ference to the capacity to 
create a viable state in the 
future.

Thus the scene is set for a 
de facto tripartite division 
of Iraq — an effectively 
independent Kurdistan 

which would be a pole of 
attraction to Kurds in other 
states, including Turkey, 
Iran and Syria, a funda-
mentalist-ruled north and 
a Shia-based authoritarian 
US satrapy in the south.

It is cold comfort to say 
that precisely this fractur-
ing was a clearly foreseea-
ble outcome of the invasion 
of 2003, joining the long 
list of prescient warnings 
ignored by the hubristic 
and messianic Tony Blair.

Undoubtedly the most 
humiliating aspect from the 
point of view of London and 
Washington is the triumph 
of Isil across not only much 
of Iraq but a large slice of 
Syria as well, where it has 
benefited from western and 
Saudi support for the rebel-

The threat to Iraq’s unity from a rapid Islamist advance is another disas-
trous consequence of the 2003 invasion, writes ANDREW MURRAY, CPB 
Member and deputy president of the Stop the War Coalition

Jihadi fighters of ISIL in Mosul, Iraq

IRAQ
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lion against Assad.
So here is the finale of 
the “war on terror” — an 
Islamist terror group ruling 
across the heartland of the 
Arab world as a direct result 
of western intervention.

Add that to the growing 
power of the Pakistani Tali-
ban — unknown in 2001 — 
and it is fair to describe the 
Bush-Blair war as a strate-
gic disaster almost beyond 
measure.

For Blair, of course, none of 
this is his fault. Bizarrely, 
he argued on his Faith 
Foundation website — the 
faith in question seems to 
be his own omniscience — 
that the rise of Isil could 
have been avoided had the 
West intervened militarily 
in Syria. 

Yet the intervention in Syria 
he was urging — he seeks 
an uncommon amount 
of Middle East wars for a 
peace envoy — would have 
been against the Assad 
government not Isil, so it 
could only have left the 
Islamist insurgents even 
stronger.

Obama is now reviewing 
his possibilities for bringing 
the situation back under 
control. His main problem 
may not prove to be Isil but 
the sectarian government 
in the Green Zone. 

This is still headed by Maliki 
despite his limited popular 
support — revealed in the 
recent elections in which 
he led a fragmented field 
but secured well short of a 
majority — and by his fail-
ure to build a functioning 
government. 

Maliki serves as his own 
minister of defence, of 
security and of the interior, 
which gives a sense of the 
extreme concentration of 
power he has engineered in 
his sectarian project.

Unless Maliki is replaced 
by a government able to 
operate on an inclusive 
and non-sectarian basis, 
all efforts at undermining 

Isil and its allies will likely 
falter. 

The new Iraqi army, cre-
ated by the US after its 
occupation liquidated the 
existing armed forces, has 
had its sectarian character 
enhanced by Maliki to the 
point where it seems unin-
terested in fighting outside 
“its own” territories in 
Baghdad and to its south. 

Not enough newly elected 
MPs could be persuaded 
into attending the Iraqi par-
liament to legitimise Ma-
liki’s putative declaration 
of a state of emergency 
— for all the difference that 
makes to the real demo-
cratic situation in Iraq.

So Obama is left contem-
plating the virtual disinte-
gration of the Bush-created 
surrogate state in Iraq. His 
talk of bombing Isil is likely 
to prove of only limited 
effectiveness if translated 
into action for the reasons 
outlined above. 

It would also be deeply 
ironic if he now bombed 
those in insurrection 
against the Syrian govern-
ment when this time last 
year he was gearing up to 
bomb the troops of that 
self-same government. 

Seldom have the contra-
dictions of imperialism’s 
policies been so nakedly 
displayed, highlighting the 
difficulties the great pow-
ers now have in assembling 
an acceptable cast of sur-
rogates to preserve their 
interests in the region.

Ironies — and dangers — 
abound. Iran now appears 
to be cooperating with the 
US in propping up Maliki’s 
regime, over which it exer-
cises considerable influ-
ence. And will Turkey stand 
indifferent while a Kurdish 
state emerges, or will it 
claim the right to protect 
the Turkoman population 
around Kirkuk as the Iraqi 
state disappears?

In total, the picture is a 
more vivid indictment of 

Blair’s war policies than 
anything likely to emerge 
from the elephantine ges-
tation of the Chilcot report. 

Every charge made against 
the invasion in 2003 by 
the anti-war movement 
— including the danger of 
sparking a wider regional 
conflict — has been con-
firmed in spades.

Of course, there will be 
those keen to double down 
on disaster. Blair’s former 
aide John McTernan, who 
was seconded to Iraq to 
work with long-time MI6/
CIA asset Ilyad Allawi 
when the latter was briefly 
named Iraqi premier by the 
US, last week urged British 
military action to prop up 
Maliki.

The deployment of land 
forces seems unlikely. But 
the danger of some form of 
armed intervention is real 
enough, and the anti-war 
movement must mobilise 
against it. 

Britain owes the Iraqi peo-
ple the obligation, after a 
century of disastrous and 
bloody intervention, of now 
doing nothing.

One thing is clear. In Mosul, 
in eastern Ukraine and in 
the South China Sea the 
post-1991 world order is 
breathing its last. 

The new order is full of 
danger of new and expand-
ing wars but also of the 
possibility of the defeat 
of imperialism on a world 
scale.

Seldom 
have the 
contradictions 
of 
imperialism’s 
policies been 
so nakedly 
displayed

Further 
Reading

Britain’s Road to So-
cialism — Programme 
of the YCL & CPB 

Asia: Imperialism and 
Resistance — Com-
munist Party Pamphlet , 
Kenny Coyle

IRAQ
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The Young Communist 
League is absolutely clear 
that the current Tory led 
coalition must end, and 
that a credible alternative 
to austerity and privatisa-
tion must be put forward in 
the interests of the working 
class and their families. 
It is now less than a year 
until the 2015 general elec-
tion, and it would be hugely 
demoralising for the work-
ing class if the Conserva-
tives won another term. 
Not to mention the lease 
of life it would give them 
to continue cutting jobs, 
undermining trade unions 
and destroying the wel-
fare state which previous 
generations fought for. The 
only practical alternative 
to this is a Labour govern-
ment after the next general 
election. In order to garner 
support amongst the work-
ing class, it must enter the 
2015 General Election with 
a progressive manifesto 
and a firm promise to end 
the Tory agenda.

However, this has been 
made all the more difficult 
with the recent changes to 

the Labour Party. In March, 
delegates to a conference 
voted overwhelmingly to 
undermine and weaken the 
collective basis of affiliated 
trade unions within the 
party. Following proposals 
made my Lord Collins, the 
delegates voted to abol-
ish the electoral college 
which elects the party’s 
leader and deputy leader, 
including its trade union 
and socialist societies sec-
tion. They voted to phase 
out the system whereby 
workers in affiliated unions 
can pay a political levy 
and vote in Labour Party 
leadership elections, even 
if they are not members of 
the Labour Party. This will 
disenfranchise 2.7 million 
workers paying the levy 
by 2019. Instead they will 
introduce an “affiliated 
supporters” category for 
workers to be enrolled lo-
cally at reduced rate.  This 
will be the only way trade 
union members can vote 
in future leadership elec-
tions if they are not already 
Labour Party members, 
and they cannot also be 
members of other political 

parties. The conference 
also raised the threshold 
required for nomination to 
stand for leadership from 
12.5% of Labour MPs in the 
Parliamentary Labour Party 
to 15%. Had this been the 
case in the last leadership 
election, MPs like John Mc-
Donnell and Diane Abbott 
could not have stood. That 
the conference passed 
these reforms in two hours 
speaks volumes about 
the contempt party lead-
ers have for inner party 
democracy and the trade 
union movement.

We must make clear that 
this undermining of trade 
union influence within the 
Labour Party has only been 
possible with the complic-
ity of trade union leaders 
and union representatives 
on Labour’s NEC. At crucial 
moments even left-inclined 
union leaders conceded 
when resistance might 
have produced a much bet-
ter outcome. At this confer-
ence only the Bakers, Food 
& Allied Workers Union and 
Young Labour voted against 
the Collins review. This has 

left many young trade un-
ionists and political activ-
ists wondering why there 
was so little resistance to 
these anti trade union and 
anti-worker reforms.

It has been suggested 
that many didn’t want to 
rock the boat in the run 
up to the general election. 
Many also accepted the 
reforms as they weren’t 
as regressive as previ-
ously proposed. Before the 
conference it was sug-
gested that the nomination 
threshold for leadership 
candidates should be 20% 
of PLP members or higher, 
and they also considered 
allowing open primaries of 
almost anyone to elect the 
top two leaders as well as 
the London mayor. Some 
even appear to be con-
vinced that these changes 
really will open up Labour 
to a new generation of 
trade union supporters. 
However, all the available 
evidence suggests that 
these changes will serve 
to push more trade union 
members out of involve-
ment with the Labour Party 

LABOUR:
IS THE PARTY OVER?

LABOUR PARTY

YCL General Secretary ZOE HENNESSY asks



Equally 
important, is 
the question 
of whether 
the labour 
movement is 
able or willing 
to fight to 
reclaim the 
Labour Party

SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE
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completely. Since the con-
ference, Unite has already 
cut its number of Labour af-
filiates by half to 500,000, 
and expects the number to 
be much lower by the end 
of the transition period. 
GMB have echoed this, 
with general secretary Paul 
Kenny expecting that fewer 
than 60,000 of the union’s 
400,000 levy payers will 
opt to become affiliated 
supporters.

Right wing figures within 
the party have demanded 
that low numbers of af-
filiated supporters should 
lead to a reduction in trade 
union representation on 
the NEC and at conference. 
And so Labour’s adaptation 
from a broad, democratic 
party which could reflect 
the values and struggles of 
the trade union movement, 
into a mass of individuals 
and big business backers 
is well under way. This has 
been the general thrust 
of organisational change 
within the party from the 
1990s onwards.

More recently Miliband 
and shadow chancellor Ed 
Balls have made clear their 
intention to continue with 
privatisation, public spend-
ing cuts, the “welfare cap” 
and the public-sector wage 
freeze should Labour win 
the general election. These 
most recent capitulations 
to neoliberalism coincided 
with the decision to call the 
Collins review in July 2013, 
following an aggressive and 
powerful campaign of Tory, 
media and big business 
lies about Unite officials in-
volved in an industrial dis-
pute at the Grangemouth 
oil refinery and the selec-
tion of Labour’s parliamen-
tary candidate in Falkirk, 
where those involved were 
cleared of any wrong doing.
 
Since the early 20th cen-
tury, the Labour Party has 
been the mass electoral 
party of the labour move-
ment in Britain.  As Lenin 
acknowledged, it was 
unique because it included 
millions of trade unionists 
as members, which en-

sured a significant socialist, 
as well as a predominant 
social democratic, trend 
within the party. It has been 
able to win elections, form 
governments and introduce 
far-reaching reforms in the 
interests of workers and 
the people generally. Not 
surprisingly, generations 
of working people have 
seen Labour as the main 
vehicle for their aspirations 
of a better life and a fairer, 
more equal society.   That’s 
why the Communist Party 
and Young Communist 
League have always urged 
the labour movement to 
turn left and help secure a 
“Labour government of a 
new type,” which would be 
the first step on the journey 
towards building socialism 
Britain. At the same time, 
the Communist Party and 
YCL understands that while 
some Labour governments 
have changed the econom-
ic, social and political con-
ditions for they better, they 
are unable to challenge the 
foundations of capitalism 
and imperialism in Britain. 
The social democratic trend 
in the party has always re-
fused to pursue a strategy 
for taking state power and 
using it to replace capital-
ism with socialism. 

The Communist Party 
programme, Britain’s Road 
to Socialism (BRS) projects 
the need for mass cam-
paigning and a militant 
extra-parliamentary move-
ment to secure the election 
of a “left-wing government 
at Westminster, based on a 
socialist, Labour, commu-
nist and progressive major-
ity at the polls.” This would 
mark the culmination of the 
first stage in the revolu-
tionary process in Britain, 
complemented by the elec-
tion of left governments in 
Wales and Scotland based 
on a similar anti-monopoly 
alliance of forces led by the 
labour movement. It would 
help to prepare the transi-
tion to the next stage in 
the struggle for socialism, 
in which a mass move-
ment and its left govern-
ment would challenge the 
economic and state power 

of the monopoly capital-
ist class.  However, the 
question posed by recent 
developments is whether 
the Labour Party can still 
be a vehicle for far-reach-
ing fundamental change.  
Equally important, is the 
question of whether the 
labour movement is able 
or willing to fight to reclaim 
the Labour Party or, failing 
that, to re-establish its own 
mass party of labour.

Support for the Collins re-
forms seem to indicate that 
most unions have neither 
the political understand-
ing nor the will to fight to 
reclaim the Labour Party. 
This situation is unlikely 
to change before the next 
general election, although 
Unite and the GMB have 
a strategy of recruiting 
their members to join and 
become active in their 
LP organisations. Unite 
leader Len McCluskey has 
also warned that the party 
might lose the election if it 
continues to peddle a pro-
gramme Tory-lite policies 
rather than mobilising its 
core working-class support-
ers with progressive poli-
cies. The period around the 
election may demonstrate 
conclusively whether or not 
Labour can be reclaimed 
as the mass electoral party 
of the labour movement. It 
will be a time when work-
ers, their trade unions, 
socialists and communists 
will be confronted with 
stark choices about the 
way forward. Labour’s elec-
tion manifesto will reveal 
whether any surviving 
trade union influence has 
produced a programme for 
the working class and not 
big business.

Such a manifesto would 
need to contain a com-
mitment towards public 
ownership, progressive 
taxation, social housing, 
price controls and addi-
tional rights for workers 
and their trade unions. It is 
the duty of the whole trade 
union movement and the 
left, including non-affiliated 
unions and the Communist 
Party, to assist this strug-

LABOUR PARTY
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gle in every practical way. 
Should no such initiative be 
taken, Labour will disap-
point many of its working 
class supporters, and could 
lose the election.

If this is the case, the 
labour movement will 
have no option but to take 
the necessary steps to 
re-establish a mass party 
of labour. Perhaps trade 
unions not prepared to 
fight to reclaim the party 
to which they are affiliated 
are even less likely to leave 
it to undertake a much 
more politically advanced 
task.  This will no doubt be 
the case with many of the 
15 unions currently affili-
ated to the Labour Party. 
But sticking with a party 
where there are no longer 
any prospects of working 
class representation will 
lead to permanent defeat 
and disillusionment. 

The initial moves to re-
establish a mass party may 
need to come from a small 
number of unions, includ-
ing those not affiliated with 
Labour. It will be neces-
sary though that at least 
one or two of the biggest 
unions are involved, and 
this scenario is not so far 
flung as it once seemed. 
Earlier this year, McCluskey 
warned that his members 
might disaffiliate the union 
and help form a new work-
ers’ party if Labour doesn’t 
reject austerity and adopt 
a progressive election 
manifesto.   

Our view is that a rising 
tide of mass campaigning, 
industrial action and politi-
cal discussion would pro-
vide the most favourable 
conditions for resolving the 
labour movement’s crisis of 
political representation one 
way or another.

A significant turn to the 
left in the trade unions and 
within the Labour Party 
would help ensure that the 
crisis is recognised and ad-
dressed.

In light of this, it’s even 

more important to build 
the People’s Assembly as a 
broad militant movement 
which unites the trade 
unions, trades councils, 
anti-cuts groups, commu-
nity campaigns and the 
non-sectarian left in action 
against austerity and priva-
tisation, in support of a left 
and progressive alternative 
programme

A powerful movement of 
this kind is needed not only 
to combat the Tory-Lib Dem 
coalition but also to pre-
pare for whichever govern-
ment takes office in 2015 
and attempts to continue 
the ruling class offensive.
It would also demonstrate 
the value of working-class 
and unity across England, 
Scotland and Wales in the 
common fight against the 
British capitalist class and 
its state.

By sharpening the con-
tradiction between peo-
ple’s anger and action on 
the one side and Labour 
inadequacy on the other, a 
militant People’s Assembly 
with its left policies based 
on the People’s Charter 
— which has been sup-
ported by most of Labour’s 
affiliated unions — could 
undoubtedly help to bring 
the crisis of political repre-
sentation to a constructive 
conclusion.

Trade union bodies at every 
level — up to and including 
the Trades Union Con-
gress — should organise 
discussions, meetings and 
conferences to consider the 
future of the Labour Party 
and how more workers can 
be drawn into political ac-
tivity and representation.
The proposal floated at the 

2014 Campaign for Labour 
Party Democracy confer-
ence that unions form 
their own, distinct party 
affiliated to Labour like the 
Co-operative Party merits 
further consideration.
 
It would need to have its 
own policy-making confer-
ence, elected leadership 
and financial autonomy. 
Such an initiative could 
give unions a clearer, 
stronger and collective 
political voice both inside 
and beyond the Labour 
Party — all the more so 
if it did not operate bans 
and proscriptions on some 
union members, such as 
communists, who pay the 
political levy.

Were unions to decide later 
that they need to re-estab-
lish their own mass party 
outside the Labour Party, 
much of the initial prepara-
tory work would already 
have been done. 

Striving for greater clarity, 
understanding and agree-
ment across the labour 
movement needs to pro-
ceed before current prob-
lems of demoralisation, 
fragmentation and division 
worsen.
 
As the left’s only daily 
paper, with six Labour-
affiliated unions (including 
Unite, GMB and the CWU) 
and three non-affiliated 
unions (including the RMT) 
on its management com-
mittee, the Morning Star 
is especially well placed 
to stimulate the debates 
and initiatives necessary 
to help resolve the crisis 
of working-class political 
representation.

But sticking 
with a party 
where there are 
no longer any 
prospects of 
working class 
representation 
will lead to 
permanent 
defeat and 
disillusionment. 

Further Reading
Labour: is the Party over?, Communist Party 

Pamphlet - Robert Griffths 
 

Classics No. 6: Lenin on Communists & British 
Labour Party, Communist Party Pamphlet - 

V. I. Lenin 

Both available at www.communist-party.org.uk/

LABOUR PARTY
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YCL Summer Camp

Want to come to this year’s 
Summer 
Camp?

Go online to register at  
www.ycl.org.uk 

Or email gensec@ycl.org.uk

pic: Alan CirkerThe Young Communist 
League is very pleased 
to announce the arrange-
ments for the YCL Summer 
Camp 2014!

The camp will be happen-
ing from Friday the 29th of 
August till Sunday the 31st 
of August 2014 and is open 
to all members and friends 
of the YCL under 30.

This year the camp will 
be held at the pictur-
esque Upper Booth Farm 
camp-site in the heart of 
the Peak District National 
Park, just over kilometer 
from the beautiful village 
of Edale. The camp-site 
is only a mile away from 
the Kinder Scout National 
Nature Reserve – scene of 
the historic YCL-led mass 
trespass.

The timetable of activities 
is still being drawn-up but 
rest assured the camp will 
feature plenty of outdoor 
recreation, hiking, social-

ising as well as lots of 
political discussion, and 
training.
Transport should pose no 
problem – Edale is only 1 
hour from Manchester, 2 
hours from Birmingham, 
half an hour from Shef-
field etc on regular trains. 
Contact your branch to see 
about travelling as a group.

The camp will cost 
£25(waged) or £15(un-
waged). We have tried to 
make the camp as cheap 
as possible but please get 

in contact if cost looks like 
an issue for you.

If you would like to reserve 
a place now or want more 
information go to the www.
ycl.org.uk and fill in the 
contact form or contact: 
gensec@ycl.org.uk. Once 
you have been registered 
you will be contacted for 
payment, of a deposit or 
in full.

Places are limited – so 
book now to avoid disap-
pointment!

SUMMER CAMP 2014
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Unite Policy Conference 
2014 is taking place at a 
critical time for the labour 
movement and the left in 
Britain. The Conservative 
led coalition continues 
to swing the axe at the 
welfare state, sell off publi-
cally owned assets at rock 
bottom prices, whilst still 
playing a bloody role in 
global imperialism. There 
is no recovery for the 2.16 
million people out of work, 
no recovery for the near 
million people who have 
been referred to the food 
banks this year, and no 
recovery for those forced to 
contend with long standing 
wage freezes.

Thousands of young people 
are being forced into part-
time, casual work, where 
they have few rights and 
where trade unions are 
finding it difficult to reach 
them. Unite often organ-
ises in work places with no 
bargaining rights, lead-
ing some young people 
to wrongly conclude that 
their union is not a fight-
ing union. More needs to 
be done to educate young 
trade unionists about 
employment law and the 
anti-union legislation: how 
to organise within it, and 
how to fight it.
Youth unemployment is 

still running at 18.5%, and 
many are forced to deal 
with devastating benefit 
sanctions which are being 
dished out unfairly and 
with impunity. According 
to the Prince’s Trust, 1 in 3 
young people have con-
templated suicide due to 
being out of work. It is hard 
for the unions to reach peo-
ple in these circumstances, 
and yet we need to in order 
to build the next genera-
tion of activists. This is why 
Unite community member-
ship has such an important 
role to play in the struggle 
and must be fully support-
ed and developed.

The Young Communist 
League calls on Unite to 
fully invest in its young 
members, and build the 
next generation of trade 
unionists. As Bob Crow 
said; “If you fight you 
might lose, but if you don’t 
fight you will lose.”

UNITE: Policy
Conference 2014
YCL General Secretary & 
Unite Shop Steward ZOE 
HENNESSY on the back-
drop to Unite Policy Con-
ference 2014

UNITE POLICY CONFERENCE

The Needs of the Hour

The ConDem 
Government 
continues 
swinging the 
axe at the 
welfare state, 
selling off 
public assets 
at rock bottom 
prices, whilst 
still playing 
a bloody 
role in global 
imperialism

Interested in 
joining the 

YCL? 
 Go online to 
www.ycl.org.uk 
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UNITE POLICY CONFERENCE

The Needs of the Hour
Unite has come to be seen 
as the one of the leading 
progressive unions. Since 
last conference Unite has 
earned its reputation as the 
fighting back union – both 
in the workplace and in the 
anti-cuts struggle. Len Mc-
Cluskey and the Executive 
have remained steadfast 
and forward thinking, even 
in the face of immense 
pressure from the British 
State and corporate media.

Nothing can be taken for 
granted however. For Unite 
to remain a leading left and 
progressive force the union 
must remain lay member 
led and thoroughly demo-
cratic and participatory. 

Unite must go forward with 
determination to carry out 
this democratising process 
and zealous in increasing 
membership density whilst 
making inroads into new 
workplaces. Union full-tim-
ers and bureaucracy within 
the union must be acces-
sible, efficient and account-
able to lay members.

The struggle for wide 
reaching and inclusive 
union democracy is made 
all the more difficult due 
to Unite’s size – but all 
the more fundamental.  
As Britain’s largest union 
Unite could provide im-
portant lessons for the 
entire labour movement. 

The emerging problem of 
growing structures and 
officialdom which don’t 
reflect local organisation, 
resources and enthusiasm 
must be tackled urgently.

Power should always be 
held in lay member struc-
tures – the executive, dis-
trict and regional commit-
tees and industrial sector 
frameworks.

The Young Communist 
League has always stood 
for true union democ-
racy which is reflected 
at all levels as the deter-
mination of policy and 
decision-making by elected 
rank-and-file representa-

tives. Presently many are 
questioning whether this 
is the reality in Unite and 
whether full-timers always 
work resourcefully for their 
lay-members.

Equally important is mak-
ing Unite a truly united 
force. Too often, to too 
many people Unite is seen 
as an external force – 
something members can 
invoke like an insurance 
policy. We need to strive for 
the day in which the union 
can be seen as a living 
breathing organisation and 
members have a real sense 
of ownership over it.

Unite must follow the lead 
of the RMT and the labour 
movement across Europe 
in rejecting the European 
Union and calling for im-
mediate withdrawal. The 
reasons are clear: 

- The myth of a ‘Social Eu-
rope’ is well and truly dead. 
The EU has proved it can-
not be reformed – it is root 
and branch an apparatus of 
European monopolies and 
big business and the ruling 
classes of Europe.

- The whole point of the 
EU Free Market in goods, 
services, capital and 
labour is freedom for big 
business to max-
imise profit, free 
from any controls by demo-
cratically elected nation-
al governments

- The EU Court of Justice 
(not the Court of Hu-

man Rights) has been 
busy undermining na-
tional collective agree-
ments negotiated by trade 
unions, allowing employ-
ers to import cheap, su-
per-exploited la-
bour from across the EU. 

- Austerity in Britain and 
across Europe is a direct 
result of EU treaties and 
directives such as the 
2012 ”Stability, Coordina-
tion and Governance Trea-
ty”. The privatisation Royal 
Mail was based on an EU 
directive. 

 
- The EU is not an ‘inter-
nationalist’ union. It is an 
imperialist bloc in alliance 
with the US. It has openly 
back the resurgence of fas-
cism in Europe, in Ukraine, 
to expand its markets. 

The EU
 The Young Communist 
League welcomed and 
supported the introduction 
of the Community Member-
ship and its members have 
played an active part in 
trying to build branches up 
and down Britain. 
 
Community Membership 
has already demonstrated 
itself to be a success in a 
variety of fields. 
 
It allows the union to reach 
out to people who other-
wise would be unable to 
play a role and contribute 
to the labour movement: 
students, the unemployed, 
the retired etc. 
 
Community Branches allow 
the union to have a real 
presence in working class 
areas and are a key tactic 
in overcoming our exclu-
sion from areas stricken 
by de-industrialisation and 
chronic unemployment. 

Community Branches have 
allowed the Union to link 
up with local community 
campaigns in a meaningful 
way. This is fundamental 
in our role as the anti-cuts 
fighting union. The poten-
tial for utilisation during 
disputes is also evident 
– an alliance of service 
workers and service users 
against privatisation and 
cuts. 
 
The YCL believes this is 
just the beginning for 
Community Membership 
and we are yet to see 
them reach their full po-
tential. In order to achieve 
this conference must: 
 
- Make sure Commu-
nity Membership is given 
proper resources. 
 
- Ensure a coherent plan to 
develop branches across 
Britain. 
 
- Secure full integration of 
Community Branches into 
Unite structures, locally 
and nationally.
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Back 2 Basics
Part six: Class

Class is a concept at the 
heart of our Marxist under-
standing of the world, yet 
many on the right claim 
that the ‘working class’ no 
longer exist. How do we ap-
proach this problem?

“The history of all hitherto 
existing societies is the 
history of class struggle.” 
Marx & Engles, the Com-
munist Manifesto.

In order to understand so-
ciety, we must, therefore, 
understand the concept of 
class.

        Lenin said that classes 
were defined by “the place 
they occupy in social pro-
duction and, consequently, 
the relation in which they 
stand to the means of 
production”. This definition 
relies on an understanding 
of the economic basis of 
society – its mode of pro-
duction. Marx and Engles 
identified four modes of 
production since the begin-
ning of recorded history: 
Primitive Communism, 
Slave Society, Feudalism 
and Capitalism

a class of people possess-
ing no means of production 
of their own and for whom 
the only way to realise the 
value of their labour power 
is to sell it to the capital-
ist. This class – the work-
ing class – was created by 
the removal of the peas-
antry from the land and 
the enclosure of common 
land, leaving them with no 
means of production with 
which to earn a living.

Present Day

So, how does this compare 
to today? Is society still di-
vided into two main class-
es: a capitalist class living 
on the labour of others 
and a working class selling 
their only commodity, their 
labour power, in order to 
exist? It is clear that the 
capitalist class still   exists. 
The regular announce-
ments of huge dividends 
given to shareholders and 
‘bonuses’ paid to company 
directors show that there 
are people who live off the 
work of others.

        But, with the increase 
of house ownership (or, 
more correctly, mortgage 
ownership), regular foreign 
holidays and the shift to a 
service-driven economy, 
many would have us be-
lieve that the working class 
no longer exists. However, 
if we look at Lenin’s  defini-
tion of class, we can see 
that this has not altered 
the fundamental position 
of ordinary people. Most 
people are still forced to 
sell their labour power in 
order to live and the sur-
plus value created by their 
labour is still appropriated 

by the capitalist class.

        In the creation of a 
working class divorced 
from the means of produc-
tion, capitalism has en-
sured its own destruction. 
Firstly, the working class 
has everything to gain from 
the overthrow of capital-
ism. In a society free from 
exploitation, the surplus 
value created by the labour 
of people could be used for 
the benefit of society as a 
whole; to raise the living 
standards, increase the 
rate of technological pro-
gress and reduce the work-
ing week. Secondly, the 
working class has a unique 
position as possessors of 
labour-power – capitalism’s 
most important resource. 
It can withdraw this pro-
ductive force, vital to the 
functioning of capitalism, 
at any time.

        In the overthrow of 
capitalism the working 
class will achieve what 
has never been achieved: 
the creation of a society 
free from      exploitation. 
As Marx and Engles wrote 
in 1848, “Workers of the 
world unite! You have 
nothing to lose but your 
chains!”

Primitive Communism

Through this mode, the 
productive forces were 
underdeveloped and all 
means of production (land, 
animals, weapons etc) 
were commonly owned. 
When the productive forces 
developed to the level at 
which one person’s labour 
could provide more than 
what was needed to keep 
that person alive, a surplus 
was created. At this point 
classes developed based 
on the way the surplus was    
appropriated.

slave soCieties

Conflicts arose between 
the slave-owners and the 
slaves on one hand and 
between slave-owners and 
independent producers on 
the other.

FeuDalism

Here there were conflicts 
between the feudal land-
owners and the peas-
antry, and later between 
landowners and the rising 
bourgeoisie.

CaPitalism

Capitalism itself divides 
society into two main 
classes (with other groups 
forming an ‘intermediate 
strata’). The first is the 
capitalist class who live off 
the surplus value of others’ 
labour (see B2B part 4). 
But in order for the capi-
talist find a worker willing 
to sell his labour-power 
for its price of production 
(and hand over the surplus 
value of that labour to the 
capitalist), there must be 

Further 
Reading

The Communist Mani-
festo — Karl Marx & 
Friedrich Engels

Britain’s Road to So-
cialism — Programme 
of the YCL & CPB

BACK2BASICS
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V. S. SHYAM member of the CPI(M) and Youth Secretary of the In-
dian Workers Association on results of the Indian general election

Victorious Modi Supporters

INDIAN ELECTIONS

Indian Elections: 
The Two Indias
The world’s biggest de-
mocracy, India, now has a 
new Prime Minister who is 
backed by a conservative 
nationalist political party, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). After a decade of a 
Congress party led regime, 
things are not going to 
change at all. Lets examine 
the reality.
It is claimed by both the 
BJP and the Congress  that 
their policies are “develop-
ment” oriented. Who has 
that development ben-
efited?

India’s big business hous-
es, controlled by a few 
families, have increased 
their profits many times 
over. India’s upper-income 
segment has increased its 
income and wealth dra-
matically. In contrast, most 
of the Indian people have 
been condemned to either 
stagnating incomes or even 
loss of income and land.

The figures tell the true 
story.

the riCh Grow riCher

The big capitalists have 
increased their assets 
phenomenally. For ex-
ample: the assets of the 
Tata group in 1990 were 
Rs. 109,220,000,000 
(Rupees) and by 2012-
13 had increased to R.s 
5,835,540,000,000 (One 
billion US dollars is equal 
to 63,000,000,000 Ru-
pees). Over the same 
period the assets of the 
Reliance Group of the Am-
banis increased from Rs. 

31,670,000,000 to over Rs. 
500,000,000,000. 

The combined wealth of 
just these 70 billionaires, 
headed by Reliance Indus-
tries Magnate Mukesh Am-
bani comes to $390 billion, 
which is nearly one-quarter 
of India’s GDP. India has 
70 “dollar billionaires”.17 
more than in 2013. Their 
net worth has grown by 12 
times in 15 years. Easily 
enough to eliminate abso-
lute poverty in the country 
- twice over.

But that’s not all. Huge 
amounts of undeclared 
assets are siphoned out of 
the country. Over half of 
the illicit financial outflows 
since independenceoc-
curred between 2008 and 
2010. Black money in the 
form of illegal outflows in 
just those two years was 
more than over the last 
forty years.

But what aBout the 
PeoPle?

Against this obscene 
wealth we have the poverty 
ridden lives of the masses - 
more than 80 % per cent of 
all rural households and 45 
% of all urban households 
in India had a daily per cap-
ita consumer expenditure 
of just 50 rupees (about 
50 pence) or less in 2011-
12.  93 per cent of India’s 
workforce is in informal 
employment with little 
employment protection. 
80 per cent of rural and 64 
per cent of urban house-
holds consume less than 
the required calorie norm. 

In fact the average calorie 
consumption per head has 
decreased in these years of 
high growth. India ranked 
94 out of 199 countries in 
the global hunger index in 
2013.

Half of India’s children un-
der five are underweight or 
stunted and almost 60 per 
cent of India’s women suf-
fer from anaemia. Around 
56,000 women die each 
year in childbirth and 1.7 
million under five children 
died due to preventable 
diseases like pneumonia 
and diarrhoea in 2012. A 
census of households in 
India found: 57 per cent 
do not have safe drink-
ing water and 53 per cent 
do not have latrine facili-
ties. 26 per cent of India’s 
population are denied even 
elementary right to literacy 
whereas in China’s the 

corresponding percentage 
is 4.1.
A further analysis of these 
shocking statistics shows 
that continuing social in-
equalities based on caste, 
community and gender, 
ensure that among the 
scheduled (even more 
disadvantaged) castes, 
scheduled tribes and 
women the statistics are 
even worse. Reflecting the 
double and in the case of 
a dalit or adivasi woman, 
triple levels of denial and 
oppression, as a dalit, as a 
woman and as a member 
of a poor household.

These figures provide a 
snapshot of two Indias — 
the India of the rich whose 
wealth magically keeps on 
increasing even during a 
period of the global crisis — 
and the India of the poor, 
whose standard of living 
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It was the 
Gujarat 
Government 
under Modi, 
which banned 
the right to 
organise and 
strike

deteriorates, even as they 
are told that India’s growth 
rate is soaring.

What is this magic wand 
which protects the rich 
when India says it is in 
crisis and which makes the 
poor worse off when India 
is said to be prospering? 
What are the reasons for 
huge increase of wealth in 
the hands of a few? How 
is it that the corporations 
could increase their wealth 
so many times over but 
ordinary individuals could 
not? Did these corporations 
and super rich individuals 
at least pay taxes at ac-
ceptable levels which could 
then have been used for 
the benefit of the people?

But winDFall ProFits & 
workers exPloitation

There are many reasons for 
super-profits being accrued 
by the corportations. One 
of the main reasons is the 
increased exploitation of 
workers. This is reflected 
in the sharp decrease of 
twenty per cent in the 
share of wages in net 
value in the factory sector. 
In 1981-82 the share of 
wages was 30.28%,19.20% 
by 1992-93 and by 2010-11 
it fallen to 12.16%. Falling 
wage shares have accom-
panied growth in unem-
ployment and falling or 
stagnant real wages. Lower 
wages has been a critical 
component in ensuring 
profit maximisation. This 
has been possible because 
of widespread process of 
contractualisation and 
casualization of the labour 
force.

Even in in the organised 
sectors more than half of 
workers with permanent 
positions in both the public 
and private sector are now 
on contracts without any 
benefits. It is to maintain 
this regime of high produc-
tivity and low wages that 
both BJP and Congress are 
pushing for so-called labour 
reform to eliminate protec-
tive employment legisla-
tion. While the Centre tried 
to push through a ban on 

trade union activity in spe-
cial economic zones (SEZs) 
which was prevented by 
the Left during the first 
United Progressive Alliance 
(UPA) Government, it was 
the Gujarat Government 
under Modi, which banned 
the right to organise and 
strike in the SEZs.

winDFall ProFits & 
lootinG natural 

resourCes

The neoliberal economic 
policies which claimed to 
base growth on private 
investment are another im-
portant reason for increas-
ing concentration of wealth 
in the hands of tiny elite. 
The Government colluded 
with the corporations in 
the “rent-thick” sectors, 
such as infrastructure, real 
estate, mining, land and 
other natural resources and 
gave them access to public 
resources, which are then 
turned into private wealth.

This is how the KG Basin 
Gas, the 2G, the coal mine 
allocation and various land 
scams have worked. This is 
how Reliance Group, Mittal, 
Tata and others make huge 
windfall profits - the plun-
der of natural resources, 
freely handed to them by 

government. This is also 
how Adani (notable Guja-
rati capitalist) in Gujarat, 
with connivance of the 
Modi administration, made 
his money – by taking over 
huge tracts of land for 
Mundra Port and Mundra 
SEZ development at throw 
away prices and selling it 
on at high value. But even 
as profits and individual 
wealth increased taxes did 
not.

taxes or Giveaways?
India has one of the low-
est tax rates in the world. 
In the last two decades, 
systematically, taxes have 
been lowered and public 
expenditure curtailed. The 
tax to GDP ratio is one of 
the worst among emerg-
ing economies –at around 
15 per cent of the total 
GDP as compared to Brazil 
(24.5%), South Africa (26.5 
percent), etc.

India has removed or low-
ered various forms of direct 
taxes – virtually removing 
wealth tax, inheritance tax, 
gift tax – and has one of 
the lowest income taxes 
globally. As a consequence, 
India has one of the most 
regressive tax regimes in 
the world. Direct taxes on 
the wealthy are only 37.7% 
of the total tax revenue. 
Contrast this with the US 
where they account for 
75%. In India, it is the poor 
who are paying the bulk of 
the tax revenue through 

A shanty town: chronic poverty in India
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indirect taxes on essential 
items like match-boxes, 
candles, etc..

the ‘tax ForeGone’ GiFt

Yet even much of the 
rock-bottom tax on the 
super-rich are not collected 
and many concessions 
have been given, lowering 
or waiving taxes on one 
pretext or another. This 
comes under the heading 
“taxes foregone” in annual 
budget papers. From 2008-
09 to 2012-13, the tax 
revenue foregone for the 
corporate sector and for 
the richer sections of the 
population amounted to 
23,00,000,000,000 Indian 
rupees (over £22 billion)! 
 
Even while availing numer-
ous tax and other conces-
sions, Indian big business 
is busy exporting capital 
and jobs. While the UPA 
government was shouting 
from the roof tops about 
the need for Foreign Direct 
Investment, there was size-
able outward FDI leaving 
India. Between 2008-09 
and 2013-14, the total 
outward FDI from India 
wass nearly $100 billion. 
Between 2013 and 2014, 
outward FDI from India 
amounted to $ 29.4 bil-
lion. In other words all the 
tax concessions and other 
subsidies have not resulted 
in more investment in India 
by those who benefited. 
The external search for 
profits by these corpora-
tions far supersedes any 
concern for the need to 
create jobs in India.

Cuts For the Poor

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has been cutting 
subsidies and social and 
economic development 
expenditure like health, 
education, food security, 
irrigation, rural connectiv-
ity, etc. This has intensified 
the crisis in the lives of 
ordinary people. In the cur-
rent budget of 2014-2015 
there has been a cut in 
social services expenditure 
in the last financial year of 
28 Billion rupees. Cuts in 

fertiliser subsidies and the 
consequent higher prices of 
fertilisers have hit farmers 
hard as have the increases 
in the prices of diesel. The 
blame for tragic, and ever 
increasing, suicides of 
farmers rests squarely with 
Government policies.

the lie oF the triCkle 
Down theory

Neo-liberal policies have 
been based on the theory 
that the rich should be 
helped to get richer in the 
fastest possible time so 
that some of the increased 
wealth will trickle down to 
help the poor. This theory 
has been the justification 
for policies of Governments 
to permit and encourage 
the plunder of human and 
natural resources by corpo-
rations across sectors. The 
obscene inequalities shown 
by the figures here nail the 
big lie in this theory. The 
rich will continue to get rich 
and the poor will continue 
to remain poor precisely 
because that is the way 
the neo-liberal regime is 
designed.

The Congress and the BJP 
parties both subscribe to 
this theory. Both parties 
in their rule at the centre 
and in the States where 
they have run Govern-
ments are implementing 
this bogus theory. Nothing 
trickles down except the 
contempt of the rich for the 
poor. Nothing trickles down 
except insults, humiliations 

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) fought the election under the 
slogan “Reject Congress Defeat BJP”

Nothing trickles 
down except 
the contempt of 
the rich for the 
poor. Nothing 
trickles down 
except insults, 
humiliations and 
indignities

and indignities.

The trickle down theory 
has to be reversed. It can 
be reversed. India needs a 
policy which will put an end 
to the corporate looters. It 
needs a system which will 
tax the super rich and a 
Government which is com-
mitted to reduce inequali-
ties and bring justice to the 
people. It needs a Govern-
ment that will do this by 
giving a massive thrust 
to employment-intensive 
growth, public health, pub-
lic education, food security 
and pro-people infrastruc-
ture for all so that the two 
aims of growth and equal-
ity become one. 

But unfortunately,the 
newly ruling front BJP, 
which has been a sworn 
party of capitalists and 
right wing Hindu extrem-
ists from its beginning, 
has already commenced 
implementing pro-capitalist 
, pro-rich measures such 
inviting international 
capitalists to investment in 
public sectors. The triumph 
of the political right will be 
viewed very favourably by 
international capital, which 
is eager for new invest-
ment opportunities. All 
these initiatives are just a 
continuation of Congress’s 
economic policies, which 
neither erased poverty, nor 
improved the economy in a 
significant way! 

India has been made safe 
for Capitalism! 

INDIAN ELECTIONS
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Brazil 2014
RYAN BOYLE 
looks at the 
nature of the 
World Cup and 
it’s impact on 
Brazil this year.

When FIFA declared the 
World Cup would be held in 
South America for the first 
time since 1978, Brazil was 
the only South American 
nation willing to do so- sim-
ply because others could  
not afford it.

The corporate juggernaut 
that is FIFA requires host 
nations to pour enormous 
amounts of money into 
staging it. The estimated 
cost to the Brazilian 
government comes in at 
approximately $14 billion, 
the most expensive World 
Cup to date. The competi-
tion was initially popular 
amongst Brazilian people, 
but the government has 
slashed public investment 
and spending on welfare 
instead  funding lavish 
stadiums, filling the pock-
ets of corrupt politicians 
and building contractors in 
the process. A recent Pew 
Research Centre poll found 
61% of Brazilians felt host-
ing the World Cup is a bad 
thing for their country.

Many have taken part in 
protests over the last few 
years, most notably, the 
near one million who dem-
onstrated across 80 cities 
during the Confederations 
Cup against corruption, 
police brutality, and dire 
public services. It’s impor-
tant to recognise that Brazil 
has been plagued with 
a high level of structural 
inequality for decades; the 
contrast between the rich 
and glamorous coastline 
of Rio De Janeiro and its 
poverty stricken favelas is 
stark. 

One policy of the Brazil-
ian government which 
has caused significant 
controversy is the pacifica-
tion programme, in which 
security forces forcibly 

clear impoverished areas 
to make way for projects 
relating to the World Cup. 
It is social cleansing hidden 
under the guise of security 
and fighting drug crime, 
motivated by the fact that 
the ‘pacified’ favelas are all 
near major tourist loca-
tions and wealthier neigh-
bourhoods. Much of the 
propaganda espoused by 
the government, including 
the promises of hospitals, 
schools, and improved 
transportation in pacified 
communities have failed to 
come to fruition. The fears 
of many of the affected 
population is that once 
the spectacle of the World 
Cup - and 2016 Olympics 
- is over, these pacified 
favelas will be vacated by 
security forces and left to 
deteriorate again. Working 
class Brazilians are stuck 
between drug traffickers 
on one side and a corrupt 
political elite and brutal se-
curity forces on the other.

It would be no surprise 
if there is considerable 
disruption throughout the 
competition as the griev-
ances of ordinary Brazilians 
boil over. Only recently 
public transport workers 
were striking in São Paulo 
where the opening match is 
set to be played, and over 
4000 activists from the 
Homeless Workers Move-
ment marched to the São 
Paulo Stadium demanding 
low-income housing and 
decent public services. The 
Brazilian government are 
reaping what they have 
sown and alongside FIFA, 
are deserving of contempt.

The commercialisation of 
football is a sad indict-
ment of our society, yet 
an unsurprising one in a 
system which commodi-
fies everything it can. In 
a country with such a rich 
footballing tradition as Bra-
zil has, it is a travesty that 
its people will not benefit 

as they should from hav-
ing the greatest footballing 
event in the world on their 
doorstep. The exorbitant 
profits from the competi-
tion, calculated at at least 
$4 billion, will fill FIFA’s 
pockets and major spon-
sor and investment money  
will end up in the coffers of 
those who are immensely 
wealthy already.

A pillar of FIFA’s mission 
statement is to ‘build a 
better future for all through 
football’ and ‘promote 
its unifying, educational, 
cultural and humanitarian 
values’. It blatantly falls 
short so often of these 
worthwhile ideals and until 
there is a seismic shift in 
the way we order our soci-
ety - focussing on people, 
rather than profit – FIFA 
and spectacles of this type 
will continue to fail working 
people as it has ordinary 
Brazilians.

Graffiti in the favellas highlighting the gross amounts spent on the tour-
nament in the midst of severe poverty and depravation

WORLD CUP 2014
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Socialism:
Utopian & Scientific
OWAIN HOLLAND reflects on the lives and ideas of the first Utopian 
Socialists and their impact then and now.
Science: the systematic 
study of the physical world 
via observation and experi-
ment.

Scientific Socialism is 
Socialism based on knowl-
edge and analysis of the 
existing conditions of 
capitalism and the applica-
tion of solutions grounded 
in this knowledge in order 
that we may liberate our-
selves. It is not enough to 
know that we must tear off 
the shackles we must also 
know how to do it and what 
to replace it with. Many 
of the Utopian Socialists 
couldn’t even tell you what 
the shackles were as they 
only saw the symptoms. 
They saw poverty, starva-
tion, poor working condi-
tions and child labour but 
they couldn’t tell you about 
the system that perpetu-
ated these: Capitalism. This 
is why they were known as 
Utopian Socialists.

So who were the Utopian 
Socialists?

There were three main 
figures influential figures 
in the realm of Utopian 
Socialism; Fourier, Saint-
Simon and Owen. Unlike 
Marxism, the Utopian 
Socialist method is largely 
patronising and patriarchal 
with the Utopians dictating 
their vision of society for 
those below - highlight-
ing a lack of focus in the 
dissolution of classes in 
their ideas. This is at odds 

and collaboration would 
bring about the end of 
poverty. Evidently without 
realising the inherent class 
divisions within society 
would prevent any of these 
from being realised.

Further the methods with 
which Fourier proposed to 
achieve this society were 
very strange. It seems he 
rather randomly decided 
there were 810 human 
personality types and, 
therefore, in each of his 
Phalanstères (communes) 
1,620 people would be 
needed, one of each gen-
der and personality type. 
It gets stranger; Fourier 
also stated that the oceans 
would turn to lemonade.

Fourier is best remembered 
for his critique of the exist-
ing conditions of poverty 
which, whilst not perfect, 
were better than most of 
his peers. Some of 
Fourier’s ideas carried 
over into the famous Paris 
Commune and his thoughts 
curried favour with some 
prominent Anarchist theo-
rists.

Our second Utopian
Saint-Simon
couldn’t see
beyond a class
society either.
Perhaps as a result
of his aristocratic
origins. He thought
society should be
ruled by industrial
technocrats who would 

It is not enough 
to know that we 
must tear off the 
shackles - we 
must also know 
how to do it and 
what to replace 
it with

oversee the economy. 
Saint-Simon argued that 
men of industry should 
rule over society. These 
Technocrats would suppos-
edly be acting in society’s 
best interests by advanc-
ing the cause of industry 
and scientific progress 
which alone, he supposed, 
would lead to a utopian 
society where humanity’s 
needs would be calculated 
and directed , removing 
the working masses from 
their poverty. This, if at 
all possible, would lead to 
a total absence of demo-
cratic input. Further, it 
would still leave the class 
antagonisms within society 
between the owners, the 
Bourgeoisie and those who 
worked for the owners, the 

with the Marxist goal of a 
classless society controlled 
by the democratic deci-
sions of its members. It is 
also opposed to the Marxist 
method of achieving social-
ism through proletarian 
revolution, or dictatorship 
of the working class, rather 
than the dictatorship of 
one visionary individual or 
clique. 

Despite their various faults 
and the fact that they had 
no solid theoretical ground 
some useful things came of 
the Utopian movements.

First up comes Charles 
Fourier, an early advocate 
of women’s rights as well 
as gay rights, who was a 
wealthy French author with 
some notable, and some 
notably odd, ideas. Fourier 
believed that poverty, not 
inequality, was the main ill 
in society. He believed that 
a new society based on the 
concepts of unity, harmony 

MARXISM
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Saint-Simonianism carried 
on after its founder’s death 
but developed into a cult 
that developed religious 
rituals and then quickly 
petered out.

Lastly and by far the most 
practical and far-reaching 
of the Utopian Social-
ists was Robert Owen. 
Born in the late 1700’s in 
Mid-Wales he became the 
manager of a cotton mill in 
Manchester and followed in 
the footsteps of the early 
industrialisers such as Rich-
ard Arkwright. Owen was 
a regular Richard Dawkins 
- coming to atheism at an 
early age which brought 
him into arguments 
throughout his life. He 
also believed that people 
were largely products of 
their society. He managed 
to save enough money to 
buy shares in a mill and its 
community at New Lanark 
in Scotland. Soon enough 
he managed to take over 
as the main partner and 
thus began to introduce 
beneficial changes for the 
workers in his mills.

Owen achieved great suc-
cess in managing the New 
Lanark mills and communi-
ty. He reduced the average 
working day, introduced 
good schooling for children. 
Perhaps most far reach-
ing of Owen’s activities 
was the part he played in 
inspiring the co-operative 
movement. At the time 
many millworkers, espe-
cially in isolated communi-
ties, were paid in the form 
of tokens which they could 
only spend at the local 
shop, coincidentally owned 
by the local mill owner and 
were generally much
more expensive and 
stocked much poorer
quality items than
other shops. Such a
shop existed in New 
Lanark but
Owen used the
collective buying
power of his mill
workers to attain
good deals which
he passed on to

the shop’s
customers. This
provided the
inspiration for
the co-operative
movement that
began in
Lancashire years later 
and is still going strong as 
a worldwide movement 
today and can also form an 
integral part of the road to 
a socialist economy by pro-
viding collectivised control 
over certain aspects of the 
means of production.

Despite focusing his at-
tention, admittedly rather 
patronisingly and dictatori-
ally, on the welfare of his 
staff Owen still managed 
to make a decent profit 
which amounted to a large 
fortune demonstrating how 
arbitrarily capitalist profit is 
decided. If whilst running a 
competitive business Owen 
could still 
increase

the welfare of his staff far 
above the standard seen 
elsewhere then the efforts 
of competing businessmen 
to suppress the wages of 
their workers was just an 
incredibly greedy method 
of making as much money 
as possible.

Despite the success of 
New Lanark Owen became 
increasingly radical, declar-
ing his disdain for property. 
He eventually left Britain 
to attempt to create the 
ultimate utopian society in 
the USA which eventually 
ended in failure although 
the town, New Harmony 
still exists today. Owen 
returned back to Wales 
impoverished and died not 
long after. Showing us that 
whilst he was ultimately 
bourgeois for most of his 
life he wasn’t afraid of 
standing by his beliefs, 
even if it meant dying in 
poverty having tried to
      create a better world.

             Engels wrote 
              extensive critiques
                    of all three 
                    Utopians in 
                 Anti-Dühring and 
               the more compact 
                   Socialism: 
                  Utopian & 
                  Scientific whilst 
                   the Communist 
                  Manifesto states 
               of them that “only 
              from the point of 
                  being the most 
                    suffering class 
                      does the 
                   proletariat exist 
                       for them” in
                         other words                       
                       the Utopians 
                            never 

realised the class contra-
dictions between the two 
classes, merely the fact 
that some people in society 
are poor. This meant that 
they “habitually appeal to 
society at large, without 
distinction of class, nay, 
by preference to the ruling 
class” - the Utopians ap-
pealed to the upper classes 
to change society for the 
benefit of the lower class-
es. They did not realise 
that the workers could (and 
should!) throw off their own 
shackles themselves by 
removing the ruling class.

Robert Owen and New Lanark

They did not 
realise the 
workers could 
(and should!) 
throw off their 
own shackles 
themselves by 
removing the 
ruling class

Further 
Reading

Anti-Duhring — Frie-
drich Engels

Socialism: Utopian 
and Scientific —  Frie-
drich Engels
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book @
bedtime
Alexei Sayle’s railwayman 
father became a socialist 
after reading The Iron Heel 
by Jack London (1876-
1916). Many others must 
have had a similar experi-
ence, especially in North 
America, where London’s 
proletarian novel was the 
equivalent of The Ragged 
Trousered Philanthropists. 
Both were written in the 
first decade of the twenti-
eth century, a period of ris-
ing working class militancy 
across the capitalist world.

The Iron Heel is an im-
aginative description of a 
failed attempt at social-
ist revolution. It takes the 
form of a memoir written 
by Avis, wife of leading 
socialist Ernest Everhard, 
which has been discovered 
in the socialist future after 
several centuries of fascist 
dictatorship. The open-
ing chapters are a moving 
account of how Ernest 
converts middle class Avis 
to socialism through her 
own observation of exploi-
tation and corruption in the 
factory in which her father 
has shares. She meets a 
worker who lost an arm 
through managerial ne-
glect; his claim for com-
pensation fails because his 
workmates dare not speak 
out, and his lawyer is in 
the company’s pocket. Avis 
tries to get the newspapers 
to report the truth, but they 
too are on the bosses’ side.

The enduring strength of 
London’s book is his grasp 
of the nature of fascism, 
and his warning that it 
would be the last resort of 
a desperate capitalist class, 
threatening the work-
ing class with centuries 
of industrial serfdom and 
degradation.

London didn’t live to see 
fascism come to power 
in Europe, helped by the 
limited and purely par-
liamentary opposition of 
the social democrats, just 
as he had predicted. And 
he didn’t foresee how the 

In the latest instalment of DAVID GROVE’s exploration of novels with a 
political message he looks at Jack London’s  “The Iron Heel”,

At the start of the ac-
tion, Everhard is at odds 
with the dominant lead-
ers of the socialist party. 
They have been gaining 
votes in elections, and 
believe that monopoly 
capitalism will somehow 
morph into a coopera-
tive commonwealth, as it 
does in Bellamy’s Looking 
Backward, then a popular 
utopian novel. Everhard is 
convinced that the ruling 
class will not give up power 
without a bitter struggle. 
He is vindicated when the 
rulers (whom London calls 
the Oligarchy) destroy 
democracy and bring in the 
dictatorship of the fascist 
Iron Heel. Everhard plans 
and leads a workers’ revolt 
that is defeated and he is 
murdered.

The enduring 
strength of 
London’s book 
is his grasp of 
the nature of 
fascism, and 
his waring that 
it would be the 
last resort of the 
capitalist class

October revolution and the 
building of the Soviet Union 
would defeat the first wave 
of fascism.

The book has its weakness-
es. Despite describing Marx 
as the great intellectual 
hero of socialism, London’s 

account of capitalist exploi-
tation is not a Marxist one. 
He writes: The working 
men furnish the labour. The 
stockholders furnish the 
capital. By the joint effort 
of the working men and the 
capital, money is earned. 
They divide between them 
this money. This fails to 
recognise that all value is 
created by labour, and that 
surplus value is gener-
ated in the course of, and 
as a necessary result of, 
the capitalist productive 
process. The Marxist his-
torian A L Morton thought 
that London’s theoretical 
deficiencies may be the 
result of having absorbed 
Marxism in the vulgarised 
De Leonite form which 
prevailed in the USA of his 
time.

Perhaps the weaknesses 
also owe something to 
London’s individualism; he 
lifted himself out of ex-
treme poverty by intense 
self-education, and became 
a successful writer of tough 
adventure stories. He never 
lost his admiration for Ni-
etzche’s superman, and he 
believed in the superiority 
of the Anglo-Saxon race.

But despite London’s 
contradictions, The Iron 
Heel remains a great read, 
and in this time of rampant 
reaction and a revival of 
fascist groups, we can still 
learn a lot from its insights.
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Poetry Corner
                       David Cameron’s got a voice in his head
                       He thinks it’s God, that’s what he said
                      Tony Blair was at it an aw
                     Decisions ruled by Canon Law
                   They say it’s brave to parade your faith
                  Cos the Christians, naw, they arnae safe
                 Persecuted like the German Jews
               But it’s worse cos it’s US, and it isnae YOUS
But persecutions a dangerous word
Apt in the case of the reich, the third
But when a world leader of western state
Cites oppression, well I can’t relate
Cos who’s the tyrant who’s stealing your right
To sleep sound in your king sized bed tonight?
Who’s the dictator, subjecting your kind
To an infringement on the freedom of body or mind?
Cos see if that’s happening, Dave, I’m on your side
I’ll be marching with banners, to vehemently deride
Anyone who stops you from quietly praying 
From saying the stupid fucking things that you’re say-
ing
Cos while the idea, of a man sending troops to be 
killed
Due to the orders of a God, who – by the way – made 
him 

free willed
Makes me feel hopeless, deranged and upset.
And the fact that you run a kind of government who’ll 
let
The rich keep getting richer, while the poor waste 
away,
Completely contradicting what the man you claim to 
worship 

would say,
The book of Matthew, nineteen, twenty three
Look it up, Dave, it’s plain to see
That Jesus was a socialist, heavens door willnae open
To the unrepentantly rich, and I don’t know how your 
coping
As a man of such faith, and yet such gluttonous 
wealth
You must really not know what to do with your self
I guess that’s why you don’t try to do any good in this 
life
Apart from taking care of your kids, yourself and your 
wife
Your mates and your contacts in tabloid newspapers
Cos you’re news in this world, but you’re in for it later. 
Cos when the big man sees ye, he’ll be like “Hawl 
Dave
Mind what I said in like, every fucking page,
About being good to the needy” He’ll gee you some 

Declan Welsh, 2014

Declan Welsh is a young singer/
songwriter and poet from Glasgow.

Read and listen to more of his excel-
lent work at www.declanwelsh.com

slagging
Cos you couldnae even stop the gays fae shagging. 
Some like it hot, but you must like it roasting
To be doing what you’re doing, then publicly boasting
That you’re not only a Christian, but a martyr too.
But personally, Dave, I don’t think you have a clue. 
I think you’re a plastic Christian, mate. 
You speak of love, but deal in hate. 
An apostle of apathy, of greed and sin
The coldness that lies behind that grimacing grin. 
Makes me pissed off, for Christians everywhere
And I’m an atheist, I shouldnae care
I parade the right of universal copulation
Between consenting adults of every nation
I believe in science, in ration and proof
I’ll eat any animal, regardless of hoof
I’m hungover on Sunday, I always miss mass
And what women do with their bodies, well I’ve no judge-
ment 

to pass
But though there’s things I don’t agree with
There’s one positive vein
There’s one big message that Jesus
Fae galilee way saying
Do unto others, as I do unto you
Treat everyone with respect and 

compassion
And if that’s the golden rule, 

Dave,
Well, that’s the one thing you’re 

lacking. 
So don’t dress up laissez faire, 

government cuts
As a commandment of the modern age 
And as for the bible, you so claim to 

believe
I don’t think you’ve read
a single page.

POETRY CORNER
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Music Reviews A take on some recent releases.

The Amazing Snakeheads
Amphetamine Ballads 
Review by Douglas Jack
 
An exciting debut from the rock n roll trio who show great 
confidence throughout. Swaggering frontman Dale Bar-
clay channels the Glaswegian ‘hard-man’ well and it’s the 
album’s earth and authenticity that makes it so compel-
ling. The first half is faster paced and reminiscent of Dr 
Feelgood with track titles such as ‘Nighttime’ and ‘Where 
is My Knife’ probably telling you more about the album 
than any review could. The use of saxophone alongside 
Barclay’s screeching vocals on ‘Every Guy Wants to 
Her Baby’ is thrilling and probably the high point of the 
album. The end is sombre and more reflective but fits in 
well with an album that is perhaps emblematic of a good 
night out in Glasgow.

Bruce Springsteen
High Hopes
Review by Johnnie Hunter

It’s hard to grow old gracefully as a musician, both in 
terms of the good politics you might have once had, as 
well as the quality of the music itself. As an ardent fan 
of the Boss it pains me to say it, but Bruce Springsteen’s 
latest album is a striking testament to that fact. The title 
track ‘High Hopes’ is decent enough and actually offers 
glimpses of the combination of E-Street band sound and 
heartland rock that he is so treasured for. But even at 
that the sound is tired, especially his vocals - which de-
spite your best efforts you can’t help but notice through-
out the album. ‘American Skin (41 Shots)’ musically is 
pretty poor, boring and repetitive, and, although you 
see glimpses of the blue-collar social commentary that 
Bruce built an international cult following on, it ultimately 
amounts to a pretty clumsy reference to police racism in 
the US in light of Trayvon Martin. In my opinion much of 
what’s wrong with album can be attributed to the corrupt-
ing role of Tom Morello. The whole album is littered with 
superfluous guitar solos - worse still are the tracks where 
Morello sings. The low point for me is the butchering of 
the Springsteen classic ‘Ghost of Tom Joad’ with Morello 
loudly and unnecessarily jamming throughout. The songs 
don’t play well individually never mind as an album. I 
wouldn’t recommend wasting the money even if you’re a 
dedicated fan, for those put off from Bruce Springsteen 
or think it’s a cheese-fest see his earlier stuff: “Greetings 
From Asbury Park, NJ” , “The River”, “Nebraska”, “Born in 
the U.S.A.” and my personal favourite “Tunnel of Love”.
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YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 
wing of the Communist Party. The 

YCL has a long and proud his-
tory in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based pro-
gressive youth organisations that 
exist today owe their existence to 
the initiatives and work of the YCL. 
The YCL has always and continues 
to play a vital role in the struggles 
for peace, against racism and fas-
cism, for gender equality, and all 
other popular struggles that in-

volve young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the address 
below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to Challenge 
then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 for Eu-
rope, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money order). Cheques 
& P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order online at www.ycl.org.uk

The Young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their libera-
tion. It means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the 
capitalists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social 
progress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved 
through a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour move-
ment & society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We 
publicise our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day 
to day struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a 
channel for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.



NO MORE AUSTERITY!
DEMAND THE ALTERNATIVE – SOCIALISM

FOR PEACE, JOBS AND SOCIALISM
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We’re different to all the other papers – 
we’re not owned by oligarchs or friends 
of big business, but by thousands of 
ordinary people via the People’s Press 
Printing Society co-op. And we want 
many more of you to be a part of it.
We’ve ambitious plans to grow, but we 
need your help to do it.
You can play your part by taking out 
shares, and getting your 
union branch to do the same.

Britain’s only socialist daily
Britain’s only co-operative daily

The Morning Star

I hereby apply for membership of the People’s Press Printing Society Ltd. I enclose 
(delete as appropriate, £1 minimum):

£10/£50/£100/£500/£............
being payment in full, at the rate of £1 per share. I further agree to conform with 
the rules of the PPPS (a copy of the rules is available on request).To PEOPLE’S PRESS PRINTING 

SOCIETY LTD
(Registered under the Industrial and Provident 

Societies Act 1965 No 12750R)

William Rust House, 52 Beachy Road, 
Bow, London E3 2NS

Secretary Tony Briscoe

Own your own paper...
BUY A SHARE IN THE STAR’S FUTURE

Return this form to the secretary at the address listed. All payments in sterling payable to PPPS

Join the movement for a better media

Take a share in the people’s paper

Full name (individual application) 
Branch (union application) 

Signature  

Date of birth (you must be 16 or over) 

Email  

Postal address (inc. postcode) 

 

Existing member? Number 

Join thousands backing the campaign for a better media. Join the PPPS today

The more members of the co-op, the wider the 
democratic base, the more revenue we have to 
invest and, ultimately, the better the paper.
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Shareholder unions
include:

Community, CWU, FBU, 
GMB, NUM, POA,  
RMT, Ucatt, Unite the Union 
and the North  
East Area NUM


