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editorial
Comrades, 

Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge which comes out as capitalism at 
home and imperialism abroad are ramping up their offensive.

While the Con-Dems continue their vicious assault on the working class 
in Britain, with no let-up to their austerity agenda, the war drum is steadily 
beating for an intervention in Syria (pp10-12).

The divisions in the imperialist camp were thrown out into the open as the 
US and a slightly reluctant France found old ally Britain vote its way out of the 
alliance. Parliament’s decision not to support the US in Syria was a significant 
victory for the anti-war movement, but we should be under no illusions that 
as soon as some more “evidence” can be cooked up to justify invasion the US 
and co will once again try to reassert their power in the Middle East. 

As ever, the EU is playing a pernicious role in international affairs, aiding and 
abetting the imperialist terror in Syria. That’s why it’s important to look at 
the deepening move towards an EU super-state and what this means for the 
working classes of Europe (pp22-23). 

In the struggle to defeat capitalist war the strengthening of the anti-impe-
rialist consciousness of Britain’s youth is the most important role the YCL 
can play. That’s why we’re building support for the 18th World Festival of 
Youth and Students (p9), a massive global gathering of anti-imperialist young 
people organised by the World Federation of Democratic Youth. Since the 
first festival in 1947 the event has drawn together the peoples of the world 
to challenge imperialism. If you or an organisation you’re a member of want 
to get along to Ecuador this December contact wfysbritain@gmail.com for 
more information.

In Britain, meanwhile our most pressing concern is how to halt the govern-
ment’s relentless austerity measures (pp14-15). Challenge examines the 
affects the assault is having on education (pp7-8) and the care sector (pp19-
20), where a workforce — many of whom are young — are being worked 
to the bone with dire consequences not just for them but also those they’re 
supposed to be looking after.

As ever, if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through writing 
articles, poems, reviews or providing artwork then don’t hesitate to get 
in touch by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or writing to Challenge, Ruskin 
House, 23 Coombe Road, CR0 1BD.

The latest 
issue of 
Challenge 
comes 
out as 
capitalism 
at home 
and 
imperialism 
abroad are 
ramping 
up their 
offensive
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IN THE NEWS

Over recent years 
politics in Britain has 
seen a number of high 

profile scandals around MPs 
accepting payments to lobby in 
parliament, leaving the public 
cautious of dirty politics in 
parliament.

As such all three major par-
ties included policies in their 
manifesto’s to give the impres-
sion they were clean parties.

The Transparency of Lobby-
ing, Non-party Campaigning 
and Trade Union Administra-
tion Bill going through parlia-
ment has been pushed by the 
Conservatives as vital to clean 
up politics.

Yet nothing could be further 
from the truth, not only 
does this bill fail to achieve 
its stated aim of registering 
lobbyists — it excludes senior 
public servants and 80% of 
lobbyists who work directly 
for big industry and finance, it 
also contains strict new rules 
that could have a serious ef-
fect on trade unions’ ability to 
organise.

Part three of the bill will 
require all trade unions with 
over 10,000 members to keep 
up to date a “membership 
audit certificate” containing 
the personal details of all of 
its members and can even 

demand correspondence be-
tween members and the union 
to be supplied.

These additional hurdles 
that the unions will have to 
jump through will be scruti-
nised every time a union calls 
for industrial action, so that a 
court injunction can be 
taken out to halt the 
strike on technical 
grounds.

With cuts to 
pensions, wages and 
the extension 
of zero-hours 
contracts across 
huge sections 
of the econo-
my collective 
bargaining 
has become 
the most 
important 
tool in 
halting 
further 
ero-
sion of 
working 
condi-
tions.

The 
TUC has 
warned that the 
financial restric-
tions the bill 
places on any 

organisation involved in politi-
cal activity could even outlaw 
its annual conference — and 
indeed the congresses of a 
number of affiliates — in the 
year of a general election.

And anti-fascist group Hope 
Not Hate has labelled the 
would-be law the “gagging 
bill,” warning that it seri-
ously undermines its ability to 
campaign, forcing it to wade 

through reams of bureauc-
racy in how it reports its 

massively restricted 
costs.

in the news
Tories step up their 
war on workers

East London’s Tower 
Hamlets Council and the 
Welsh Assembly have 

made history with the decision 
to ban blacklisting construc-
tion firms from public con-
tracts.

The scale of blacklisting in 
the construction industry was 
laid bare when the offices of 
the Consulting Association 
were raided in 2011 and a 
database containing over 3,000 
names was seized.

Construction firms paid 
for access to the database to 
check prospective employees 
didn’t have any history of 
causing trouble by pointing 
out potentially fatal safety 
problems or trying to organise 
their fellow workers.

The names of environmental 
campaigners were also on the 
list and MPs are probing allega-
tions of police collusion.

Campaigners have led a 
vibrant campaign to wipe out 
the practice and win compen-
sation for victims.

Blacklisters 
banned 
from work
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The Tories are 
intent on attacking 
the ability of work-
ers to challenge 
capitalism
pic: Roger Blackwell/CC
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The Greek far right has 
taken a murderous turn, 
with one member stab-

bing anti-fascist rapper Pavlos 
Fyssas to death days after a 
mob savagely attacked Com-
munist Party activists.

Police arrested Fyssas’s killer 
who admitted to being a mem-
ber of the neonazi group.

The murder saw protests 
across the world, including 
one at the Greek embassy in 
London, pictured above.

The police also finally woke up 
to the threat posed by Golden 
Dawn, which has long violently 
attacked immigrants, raiding of-
fices across the country. But the 
large numbers of Golden Dawn 
members in the police may make 
any clampdown short-lived.

Nine KKE members had 
to be taken to hospital after 
being assaulted with iron bars 

with sharpened edges.
About 50 fascists attacked 

the group of around 20 com-
munists.

The group, including metal 
union president Sotiris Pouliko-
giannis, were putting up posters 
promoting the KKE youth wing 
KNE’s Odigitis festival.

The fascists also thrashed a 
car being used by the KKE and 
KNE activists.

The KKE said: “The murder-
ous attack confirms the Nazi 
character of Golden Dawn, 
which permanently targets 
KKE, because fighting for the 
overthrow of the rotten capi-
talist system that creates and 
nurtures fascism and Nazism.”

It said targeting the mem-
bers of the Syndicate Metal 
Piraeus, which is a “nail in the 
eye of employers” exposes 
Golden Dawn’s role as “min-

ions of the system.”
The party pointed out that 

Golden Dawn’s political ances-
tors were the ones who had 
“murdered, terrorised, and 
betrayed Communist partisans 
and patriots.”

YCL General Secretary 
Zoe Hennessy said the attack 
showed how “dangerous and 
callous” far-right groups are.

The attack exposes their 
determination to silence 
voices that advocate “solutions 
to austerity based on social 
ownership and the end of capi-
talist exploitation, rather than 
reactionary politics based on 
immigration,” she pointed out.

“The best solidarity we can 
provide to our fellow commu-
nists is to work all the harder 
in this country to defeat fascist 
beliefs in our working class 
communities. No Pasaran!”

Greek fascists turn 
to murder

Tory MP Philip Hol-
lobone has caused a 
furore by launching a 

bid to bring back national 
service.

The member for Ketter-
ing has introduced a pri-
vate member’s bill to force 
18-26-year-olds to do a year’s 
compulsory national service.

Hollobone claimed: “The 
introduction of a modern 
form of national service 
would prove popular with 
the public and be of im-
mense benefit to the young 
people who take part.”

He wants the full-time 
scheme — which could take 
the form of charity work or 
military service — to teach 
young people household 
skills, tolerance and aspects 
of the law relating to com-
mon offences.

The bill is due to be 
debated next February, but it 
is highly unlikely to become 
law because of the lack of 
parliamentary time for pri-
vate member’s bills.

Activist Debbie Sayers has 
set up a petition against the 
draconian ruse on change.
org that states: “We the un-
dersigned do not want our 
children and grandchildren 
to be forced to undertake 
military style training or 
conscription into the mili-
tary for any reason that is 
not voluntary.”

Former Territorial Army 
corporal Hollobone suggest-
ed the service could take the 
form of care for the elderly 
or work linked to the NHS.

While the government has 
made no statement on its 
support for the bill, David 
Cameron would no doubt 
enjoy the opportunity to 
make up for massive cuts to 
public services by flooding 
hospital wards with con-
scripted labour.

The bill only applies to 
England and Wales.

Labour leader Ed Miliband 
told the party faithful that 
if he gets into government 

in 2015 he’d freeze energy 
prices and scrap toothless 
regulator Ofgem.

Speaking to the party con-
ference he made a number 
of progressive noises on a 
much-needed house-building 
programme and giving 16-year-
olds the vote.

But it was his promise of 
tougher energy regulations 
that grabbed the headlines, 

Miliband insisting the move 
would save the average house-
hold £120 a year.

As the Morning Star pointed 

out: “To freeze energy prices 
for a year will bring short-
term relief for households 
and small businesses but will 
leave these natural monopolies 
in the hands of an oligopoly 
that the Labour leader himself 
recognises is adept at rigging 
prices to fleece consumers.”

Any talk of renationalising 
gas and electricity — or even 
the railways, which would have 
major popular support — 
was also conspicuous by its 
absence.

Tory MP tries 
to bring back 
national 
service

Miliband fails to rock the boat
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In late 2010, the Conserva-
tives, with the aid of the 
Liberal Democrats, significantly 
changed the face of the educa-
tion system in Britain, mak-
ing college and university an 
unaffordable option for many 
young people. 

Despite huge numbers of 
students, teachers and profes-
sors protesting the length 
and breadth of the country, 
the government with a very 
slim majority and a question-
able mandate, went ahead 
and raised the cap on tuition 

fees from £3,290 to £9,000 in 
England and Wales, hitting the 
2012 intake.

Despite assurances that uni-
versities wouldn’t charge that 
much almost all have raised 
them to around the £9,000 
mark, with the Welsh Assembly 

paying the difference for Welsh 
students. 

The move also meant cut-
ting the amount of govern-
ment spending on universities, 
meaning that universities have 
to find their own way to make 
money, often by cutting arts 

Education 
under siege

Since coming to power the Con-Dems have ruthlessly attacked the 
education system, driving down standards and hitting students hard
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STUDENTS

courses in favour of business 
courses to appeal to market 
forces and sponsors, and en-
couraging more students from 
outside the EU to attend their 
courses, as their tuition fees 
are significantly higher. 

The Tories’ right-wing as-
sault also saw the abolishing 
of the Education Maintenance 
Allowance, which provided 
regular financial support of 
between £10 and £30 a week 
to students from low-income 
families, and encouraged 
working-class teenagers to 
carry on with their studies and 
consider university rather than 
leave school at sixteen and 
start working. 

This payment helped stu-
dents to cover travel costs, 
buy course books and materi-
als and so forth. The bursary 
which has replaced it is poorly 
funded and ineffective, as it is 
paid to the academic establish-
ment rather than the student, 
and so provides no financial 
assistance to those wanting to 
pursue their studies. 

Government cuts to 
the education budget 
since 2010 have 
brought to an end 
Britain’s decade-
long rise up the 
international 
league tables in 
terms of govern-
ment investment 
in education, 
according to data 
published by the 

Organisation for Co-operation 
and Development. 

As a proportion of GDP, 
Britain currently spends the 
second lowest percentage on 
higher education, with only 
Japan doing worse. Countries 
like Canada, France, Poland, 
Finland and Sweden spend 
almost double on education 
as a percentage of GDP. This 
is before the majority of the 
education cuts have come into 
force. By 2015 the cuts to the 
university spending budget will 
total a staggering 40%.

Together with the drastic 
reforms to the university sec-
tor, the Education Secretary 
Michael Gove, has recently 
unveiled plans to introduce 
performance-related pay 
schemes for teachers, meaning 
that newly qualified teachers 
could remain on their starting 
salary for years. 

This is coupled with the that 
fact that the government has 
already cut teachers’ wages 
by 15 per cent in real terms 

during their time in 
office, according 

to the Na-
tional Union 
of Teachers. 

Lecturers 
and profes-

sors are also under attack 
from the government, with 
proposed changes to pensions 
which will mean lecturers 
will contribute more to their 
pension and it will be worth 
less when they retire, which 
unions are currently fighting 
against. In the recent zero-
hours contract scandal, it was 
also revealed that lecturers 
also suffer from the pitfalls of 
casual employment. 

The University and College 
Union discovered that two 
thirds of further education 
colleges, and more than half of 
the universities that responded 
used zero-hours contracts, 
which do not guarantee regu-
lar employment, holiday, or 
sick pay. 

Edinburgh University has 
been shamed into agreeing to 
scrap them by the end of 2013, 
a good result for the workers 
and students standing up to 
them, but it just goes to show 
how endemic casual and anti-
worker employment contracts 
are, not just in low paid jobs, 
but for young professionals too.

The wider purpose of these 
cuts to education is to shift 
the burden of the cost from 
the state onto the individual. 

It feeds into their wider 
policy of cutting state provi-
sion, and undermining the role 
of the state as a body that the 
public collectively contributes 
to which seeks to maintain a 
respectable level of welfare 
and equality in society. 

The Young Communist 
League is committed to 
fighting for an end to tuition 
fees, the reversal of cuts to 
the education budget and a 
significantly higher percentage 
of GDP being spent on educa-
tion, and for teaching staff to 
be employed on permanent 
and fair contracts with a 
guaranteed salary, holiday, and 
sick pay. 

The education system 
should serve the interests of 
the people rather than the 
interests of big business and 
market forces. The left needs 
to unite the service users — 
students — with the service 
providers — teachers, profes-
sors, academics etc — to make 
the case for investing in an 
education system accessible to 
everyone no matter what their 
background, for the future. 

Cuts to the 
education 
budget have 
brought an 
end to Britain’s 
decade-long 
rise up league 
tables
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Since the last World Festival of 
Youth and Students we have 
witnessed the deepening of 
the crisis of capitalism, and the 
intensification of imperial-
ist aggression. We have 
seen all the qualities of 
the imperialist system, 
the highest stage of 
monopoly capital-
ism: the interna-
tionalisation of 
capital, the aggres-
sive spreading of 
monopolies and 
big corporations, 
the deepening 
of rivalries for 
shares of the 
markets, and the 
more frequent 
application of re-
actionary policies 
against the rights 
of the people and 
the youth.

The NPC of 
Britain has been 
formed in order to 
build maximum support 
amongst Britain’s youth 
for the 18th World Festival 
of Youth and Students to be 
held in Ecuador in December 
2013, and consequently for 
the anti-imperialist line of the 
World Federation of Demo-
cratic Youth.

In this process, the NPC will 
seek to engage Britain’s youth 
in the struggles of their own 
country, and to develop a rec-
ognition and understanding of 
the relationship between their 
own struggle for democracy 
and against imperialism, to the 
struggles of peoples elsewhere 
in the world.

At the present moment in 
time, Britain’s youth are strug-
gling to achieve both popular 

and national sovereignty in 
a struggle which is mirrored 
across the European Union. 
The youth of Britain are expe-
riencing mass unemployment, 
increased barriers to educa-
tion and training, a housing 
crisis, drastically reduced rights 
as workers, attacks on their 
health care system, amongst 
dozens of other problems to 
which traditional legal and 
democratic remedies have 
been reduced.

All of these problems come 
as a direct consequence of the 
crisis of capitalism, caused by 
over-production and over-
accumulation by the capital-
ist class, and the subsequent 
offensive by that class. 

The offensive faced by the 
working class and their allies in 
Britain bears a striking resem-
blance to the offensive faced 
by workers across the EU, and 
the struggles across Europe 
for public control of services 

and democratic control of 
our countries is becoming 
ever increasingly linked to the 
struggle for national sover-
eignty. Fascism, the ugliest face 

of capitalism, is again rising in 
Britain and across Europe. 

For these reasons, the 
NPC calls for the youth 
of Britain to engage 
in mass struggle for 
their future.

We demand the 
immediate with-
drawal of Britain 
from the EU, 
NATO and all 
other imperialist 
constructs and 
the return of all 
British troops to 
British soil. We 
demand the closure 
of all foreign military 

bases in Britain, and 
the closure of British 

military bases abroad.
We call for a neutral 

Britain which only en-
gages with other countries 

on the grounds of peace, 
friendship, and mutual and free 
cooperation between sover-
eign nations, and one which 
promotes greater solidarity 
between peoples.

The 17th World Festival of 
Youth and Students was held in 
South Africa in 2010 and was 
participated in by delegations 
from over 120 countries. In a 
period of heightened struggle, 
the 18th WFYS will be an op-
portunity to share experiences 
of struggle with the progressive 
youth of the world and to build 
a world of peace, solidarity and 
social transformation.

If you want to find out 
more and get involved contact 
wfysbritain@gmail.com

On to the 18th 
World Festival!
The 18th World Festival of Youth and Students will be held on the 
7th-13th December in Ecuador, here’s the statement from Britain
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In the mainstream media the 
issue of military intervention 
in the Middle East is always 
posed as a necessity on 
humanitarian grounds, a false 
debate is had whereby the 
only idea which comes under 
scrutiny is at what point the 
West should act, and when it 
might be too late. 

However, even a cursory 
glance at history shows that 
during the last century there 
hasn’t been a decade when 
imperialist powers haven’t 
intervened in the Middle East, 

and these interventions always 
exacerbate the problems and 
create new ones. 

They certainly never solve 
the problem despite the claims 
made. 

The various political and 
economic crises and recent 
uprisings across the Middle 
East are highly complex and 
fast-paced and have split the 
left and at times the right in 
Britain and across the world.

Amidst the confusion the 
call to war from the US and 
its boot boys is unmistakably 

imperialist aggression dressed 
up as humanitarian interven-
tion, and the left must get to 
grips with the situation so 
that we can separate genuine 
grievances amongst a popula-
tion from outside forces taking 
advantage to assert their own 
political will.

OppOsitiOn tO war

On 29th August, parliament 
was recalled to debate pos-
sible military intervention 
in Syria in light of dubious 

evidence that Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad had used 
chemical weapons. 

However, despite heavy 
pressure from the US, parlia-
ment voted against interven-
tion. This was a historic mo-
ment and a significant victory 
for peace, presenting a rare 
break from Britain’s slavish 
following of US foreign policy, 
which has been dominant in 
the region since the demise of 
the Soviet Union.

Although the pro-war forces 
in the Cabinet lost this round, 

The Middle East is as explosive a region as ever, and even though 
parliament scuppered plans for military action in Syria, we in Britain 
still need to work to defend peace.

Defeating the 
warmongers
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William Hague has already 
indicated that Britain will aid 
US intervention as much as it 
can. Further, Ed Miliband made 
it clear that Labour remains 
committed to “liberal inter-
ventionism” whether or not it 
breaches international law.

Sour US hawks have also 
continued trying to push a re-
luctant world into what would 
be a disastrous invasion.

As communists we need to 
win support for a nation’s right 
to self determination, highlight 
the greed and self interest of 
imperialist powers seeking 
military intervention, and unite 
the left and trade union move-
ment in campaigning for peace 
and against military aggression.  

Egypt

The Muslim Brotherhood’s 
year-long reign came to an end 
this summer with the Egyptian 
people back on the streets 
in huge numbers demanding 
Mohammed Morsi’s resigna-
tion, with the military seizing 
on the situation to remove the 
president from power.

The Muslim Brotherhood 
made it clear that they would 

co-operate with just about 
anyone during their 

year in charge, but in the proc-
ess made themselves deeply 
unpopular with Egyptian 
citizens.

Despite winning the first 
election after Hosni Mubarak 
was ousted, core support for 
the Brotherhood was as low 
as 15-20 per cent.

Nonetheless, Morsi took 
this as a mandate to whatever 
he pleased, undemocratically 
railroading through an Islam-
ist constitution that attacked 
women’s rights and concen-
trating power in their hands 
while undermining workers’ 
rights.

According to Russia Today, 
500 Christian women have 
disappeared during the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s time in power.

attacks On uniOns

The Brotherhood has long 
tried to smash strikes with its 
members forming street gangs 
to violently terrorise trade 
unionists.

Morsi made reforming 
laws to neuter the trade 
unions that had taken on a 
new prominence during the 
pro-democracy rising against 
Mubarak a primary part of his 
bid to consolidate power after 
the elections.

Unemployment climbed 
to 32 per cent during the 

Morsi regime, and the 
number of Egyp-

tians living below the poverty 
line rose to an astonishing 
50 per cent according to the 
Egyptian Communist Party, and 
all the while the Brotherhood 
went cap in hand to the IMF.

wEstErn mEddling

The US has vested interests in 
Egypt for a number of reasons, 
both strategically and econom-
ically. It is the cultural capital 
of the Arab world, strategically 
located near Israel and Saudi 
Arabia.

 It also has access to the 
Suez Canal, which is of high 
importance to the oil econo-
my, and so the West is keen to 
have influence there. 

In light of Egypt’s political 
and economic significance, 
the US maintains strong links 
with the powerful in Egyptian 
society. The US has trained a 
high number of generals in the 
Egyptian army, and currently 
spend $1.3 billion on military 
aid annually. This budget closely 
matches the amount that 
Israel receives. 

pOpular OppOsitiOn

The arrogant and greedy 
behaviour of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in this social and 
political context lead to a huge 
backlash by the public against 
the Muslim Brotherhood, with 
hundreds of thousands pro-
testing in the streets. 

The situation united a huge 
number of people from differ-
ent stratas of society. Most po-
litical parties and trade unions 
were involved in collecting 22 
million signatures from all over 
Egypt asserting no confidence 
in Morsi and a demand for 
new presidential elections. 

The largest demonstration 
the world has ever seen, with 
27 million attending occurred 
on 30th June this year. 

For the second time in little 
over two years, the Egyptian 
army flexed its muscles and 
stepped in to deliver a bloody 
blow to the Muslim Brother-
hood, resulting in hundreds of 
deaths. 

We would hope that the 
spirit of the Egyptian people 
who are demanding a change 
towards secular democracy, 
jobs, freedom from poverty 
and political and religious free-

dom in their millions can keep 
the revolution on target for its 
goals, but the fear that these 
aims may be thwarted by the 
forces of reaction aided by 
the US is never something to 
dismiss lightly. 

The Egyptian communists 
and their allies will need to 
unite democrats and anti-
imperialists in the struggle, a 
difficult but necessary task for 
the survival Egypt. 

syria

Syria – which briefly merged 
with Egypt in the ill-fated 
anti-communist United Arab 
Republic –has a history 
marred by interference and 
domination predating the cur-
rent crisis, its borders having 
been drawn up first by the 
Ottoman Empire, and later by 
the French and British empires 
during WWI, borders which ig-
nored the religious and ethnic 
make-up of the region. 

It is important to remember 
that ethnic and sectarian ten-
sions are not natural features 
of the country but have been 
manipulated and accentuated 
by foreign rule and occupation 
during the 20th century and 
into the 21st. 

The current crisis in the 
region is very different from 
the one in Egypt. The original 
voices and peaceful demon-
strations making legitimate 
democratic demands were 
drowned out and replaced by 
violence and the proliferation 
of arms. 

civil war

Currently, what is happening is 
not a genuine mass movement 
for change, but a proxy war. 
Nato and reactionary dictator-
ships such as Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar are funding the deeply 
divided ragtag rebels.

The “moderate” rebels the 
Western powers make a song 
and dance about helping have 
lost ground to other foreign-
backed and highly reactionary 
jihadists and it is not clear that 
they would have any significant 
voice if the US and its imperi-
alist allies succeeded in over-
throwing Assad and installing 
their own puppet “democracy.”

We make no attempt to 
defend the Assad regime or 

Egyptians 
celebrate 
the coup 
against 
Mohammed 
Morsi
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the lack of democracy dur-
ing his reign, but the violation 
of national sovereignty being 
prepared by the US would be 
a disaster not just in Syria, but 
for the wider region, leading to 
the deaths of thousands more 
people and the displacement 
of millions.

intErvEntiOn

Although talk of an interven-
tion in Syria is somewhat 
misleading because Western 
forces are already involved in 
financing and selling arms to 
the rebels, it is important that 
they lose the battle for air 
strikes on government instal-
lations. 

The claim that it will reduce 
the number of deaths and 
suffering is not credible. US 
intelligence has admitted it has 
no idea where Assad keeps 
chemical weapons stockpiles, 
making the mooted “precision 
strike” impossible and the 
civilian death toll would likely 
be astronomical.

Although these reactionary 
forces claim they are con-
cerned with the wellbeing of 
the Syrian people, it is clear 
that they are manipulating the 
situation in order to oust a 
government which was an ally 
of Russia and China. 

A government which cow-
towed to imperialist powers 
would be an ally to Israel, and 
potentially Egypt, and moving 
closer to Iran’s borders to 
make any future attack easier. 
A supportive block in the 
Middle East would be in the 
orbit of China and Russia if 
they wanted to threaten their 
sovereignty. 

libya

Imperialist meddling in the re-
gion is of course not confined 
to Egypt and Syria 
and as such 

it is useful to remind ourselves 
of the situation in Libya.

This October will mark the 
second anniversary of the fall 
of the Gadaffi regime and his 
subsequent capture by the 
rebels and brutal execution 
without trial.

It officially brought to a 
close months of fighting in the 
country, with Nato forces play-
ing a decisive role in operating 
a no-fly zone and again claim-
ing that the Gadaffi regime was 
committing atrocities against 
its people and the rebels.

Despite claims to the con-
trary, dozens of civilians were 
killed during the Nato raids.

The increasing lawlessness in 
Libya has also had serious re-
percussions across north Africa. 
The country is a key base and 
source of weapons for Islamist 
terrorist group al-Shabab, who 
were behind the deadly attack 
on a shopping centre in Kenya 
in mid September.

cOntinuEd crisis

While at the time 
it was in the 
news every day, 

we never hear mention of the 
region now. Instead of a rela-
tively stable government there 
is an acute parliamentary crisis, 
a severe economic slump, and 
the militias that helped over-
throw Gadaffi now have virtual 
freedom to maraud over the 
country as a legal force sepa-
rate from the government.

The country has become a 
base for al-Qaida with hard-
ened (and often Nato-armed) 
fighters from the civil war 
flooding in to Mali, overrun-
ning secular Tuareg nationalists 
and imposing a brutal form of 
sharia law in the north of the 
country.

Political killings have become 
commonplace, with huge 
waves of activists, politicians 
and judges being murdered.

Although Gadaffi was by no 
means a socialist, and during 
his dictatorship he had trade 
unionists and communists 
imprisoned and executed, Nato 
forces had interests in remov-
ing a government which had 
sympathies with Palestine, and 
links to China and Latin Amer-
ica, and had nationalised their 
oil in Libya’s own interests.

Fighting between Assad’s forces and rebels in Homs, pic: Freedom House

Foreign Secretary William Hague 
has been left red-faced after his 
war plans were shot down

pic: Chatham House/CC
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In Britain, there are two simple 
tests to verify whether a per-
son opposes imperialism. Do 
they support the objective of 
an independent, united Ireland, 
and they support the campaign 
to get Britain out of the EU?

Both depend on an under-
standing of the ‘national ques-
tion’ and in turn go back to 
principles formulated by James 
Connolly in the long struggle 
to rid Ireland of England.

The National Question 
pamphlet has been published 
to commemorate the cente-
nary of the birth of Desmond 
Greaves and the 75th Anniver-
sary of the Connolly Associa-
tion.

Greaves was a long-standing 
Communist Party member, and 
before that the YCL, who pio-
neered the idea of a civil rights 
movement to bring together 
equality between unionists and 
nationalists to end the parti-
tion of Ireland.

He was clear that the best 
ally in this political quest was 
the labour and trade union 
movement in Britain which 
could be influenced by the 
Irish community.

The Irish Democrat, edited 
by Greaves for 40 years, has 
made a significant contribution 
in this work which still has to 
be brought to the point where 
Ireland is once again united.

It is interesting to note that 
currently the anti-terrorism 
legislation being used thou-
sands of times in Britain stems 
from the ‘troubles’ in northern 
Ireland.

Greaves repeatedly warned 
that such legislation would be 
used against democracy, the 

left and the labour movement. 
The legislation is used by the 
authorities as a “fishing exer-
cise” to garner information 
they cannot obtain by legal 
means.

Desmond Greaves and the 
Irish Democrat were amongst 
the first to oppose the then 

European Common Market 
and warn that the EU would 
enable the transnational cor-
porations to dominate globally.

He strongly advocated that 
the most important political 
task for all democrats and the 
labour movement is to defend 
the nation-state as the only 

mechanism which has evolved 
to impose controls on private 
capital.

In the two discussion papers 
in this pamphlet Greaves 
points out that the EU can be 
defined as six broken empires 
joined together in a temporary 
alliance.

Today there are signs that 
the pieces of these empires 
are being patched back togeth-
er in another effort to exploit 
the undeveloped world. He 
also stated that the EU would 
revitalise capitalism.

Transport union RMT 
General Secretary Bob Crow 
writes in the introduction: 
“[RMT] is a democratic 
organisation and is formed 
of a community of transport 
workers. 

“The union is organised on 
a national basis because, as 
Greaves outlines, democracy 
is based on community and 
the nation is the highest level 
of community at which it can 
operate effectively.

“EU diktats privatising our 
national infrastructure, de-
stroying British manufacturing 
and attacking workers rights 
originate in the think-tanks of 
monopoly corporations and 
are implemented through the 
EU institutions which are the 
antithesis of democracy and 
accountability.”

The National Question 
pamphlet is available from 
Democrat Press, PO Box 
46295, London W5 2AG and 
the Connolly Association, PO 
Box 753, Borehamwood, Hert-
fordshire, WD6 9JA for £2 plus 
50p postage.

Mick Carty

The nation state 
and the defence 
of democracy 
Revisiting the work of C Desmond Greaves shows us the best way to 
tackle British imperialism in Ireland and elsewhere

Former Irish Democrat editor Desmond Greaves
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BUILD THE MOVEMENT 
TO BEAT AUSTERITY

As austerity measures im-
posed by the ConDem gov-
ernment continue to destroy 
working class communities, the 
call for a unified anti-austerity 
movement becomes all the 
more urgent. 

austErity isn’t wOrking

Austerity isn’t working. A 
statement of simple fact. A 
fact that no matter how many 
times David Cameron and co 
hear, they fail to heed. 

The deficit is growing, the 
triple-A rating so lauded by 
George Osborne as critical 
to showing that the world has 
confidence in Britain’s econo-
my, has came crashing down. 
The Institute for Fiscal studies 
predicts that borrowing will 
exceed government targets by 
nearly £7 billion this year, and 
£128bn will be added to the 
national debt. 

Of course, despite auster-
ity’s failure to meet any of its 
stated targets, it’s remained 
a boon for the super-rich it 
was actually supposed to help. 
Forbes revealed in March that 
despite the apparently crip-
pling economic climate, an 
extra 210 people across the 
world joined the dollar billion-
aires club in the last year.

The 1,426 dollar billionaires’ 
combined wealth climbed from 
$4.6 trillion in 2012 to an as-
tronomical $5.4trn (£3.6trn).

The world’s third-richest 
man hails from Spain where 
more than half of young 
people are unemployed. Zara 
owner Amancio Ortega added 
$19.5bn to his astronomical 
fortune.

sOcial cOsts

While the dire economic 
results of Osborne’s cuts pro-
gramme are clear, the social 
cost of austerity is the real 
blight on an ostensibly civilised 
society.

Across the board in Britain, 
living standards are dropping, 
children are no longer guaran-
teed to live a better life than 
their parents. The welfare state 
is being rapidly dismantled 

and cannibalised by unscrupu-
lous private investors whose 
main motivation is profit over 
people.

The impact of these cuts is 
clear to see in communities 
across the country. Research 
conducted by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation high-
lights some staggering statistics 
of life in Con-Dem Britain. 

It found that 61% of children 
from working households 
(yes, working) were living in 
poverty in 2010. 

One in five economically ac-
tive 16-24 year olds in the UK 
were unemployed by the first 

half of 2011. And 22% of us live 
in poverty –  that’s 13.4 million 
people in one of the richest 
countries in the world.

class war

These statistics only touch the 
surface of austerity. It is in-
creasingly becoming clear that 
the programme is an ideologi-
cal attack on working people 
in this country. 

The Tories are attempting to 
recoup the loses of the finan-
cial crash for their big business 
friends by shifting the burden 
and reparation to those who 

bear no responsibility for its 
making.

Even liberal economists have 
woken up to this fact, Paul 
Krugman saying of the Tories: 
“Economic recovery was 
never the point. The drive for 
austerity was about using the 
crisis, not solving it.”

thE hEalth sErvicE

Nothing highlights this better 
than the stealth privatisation 
of the NHS in England and 
Wales. The Tories are putting 
arguably the greatest accom-
plishment ever achieved by the 

Campaginers hand in 
a 40,000-strong petition 
against the privatisation 
of the NHS
pic: 38Degrees
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BUILD THE MOVEMENT 
TO BEAT AUSTERITY

organised labour movement in 
Britain out to private tender. 

The first NHS hospital to 
come under private control 
was Hinchingbrooke which 
was handed over to Circle 
Health last February for a 
minimum of 10 years. 

Circle Health is one of a 
multitude of private invest-
ment vultures feeding off of 
our national health service. Vir-
gin Care, Serco, and Care UK 
are all are receiving juicy NHS 
contracts from the Tories. 

The Tory claim that competi-
tion will increase the standard 
of care in the NHS is false, 

all it offers is a spiral to the 
bottom as these companies 
attempt to outdo each other. 

It is something even the 
Thatcher government tried 
hard at but failed to implement. 
It highlights the current, but re-
versible, weakness of the trade 
union movement and reinforces 
the need for a coherent strategy 
which will allow it to effectively 
resist this austerity onslaught. 

thE mEdia

All this is happening with the 
minimum of fuss – once again 
highlighting the fact that the 

capitalist media will line up 
behind their big business pay-
masters to attack the working 
class and its gains.

It is of critical importance that 
we support the Morning Star as 
a way to break the media com-
plicity in these class attacks.

The government has done all 
it can to stir up and misdirect 
public anger on those most 
vulnerable in society – the 
poor, the disabled, migrants – 
and has set about the greatest 
propaganda drive we have seen 
in decades.

 The BBC and other major 
media enterprises’ collabora-
tion in this exercise further 
compounds the necessity of 
class-conscious journalism as 
espoused in the Star. It is an 
essential component in organ-
ising resistance to the cuts. The 
agenda pursued by the gutter 
tabloids, and television shows 
which indulge them, provide a 
scapegoat for most in society 
to feed in to while missing 
the real perpetrators of this 
crisis: the capitalist class and 
the inherent contradictions of 
capitalism itself. 

pOsing thE altErnativE

At the Tory Party conference 
this month, Cameron and co 
can be expected to re-affirm 
the party’s commitment to their 
austerity drive. It is essential that 
the labour movement not only 
firmly opposes this but offer a 
sustainable alternative. 

As it stands, the Labour 
Party leadership have fell for 
the Tory line that austerity is 
the only show in town and 
are ignoring their grassroots 
membership who are opposed 
to the continuing cuts. 

With Ed Miliband’s telling 

Labour’s National Policy Fo-
rum stating that he would not 
reverse many of the cuts that 
have been implemented thus 
far – and his push for lower 
public spending should Labour 
be elected in 2015 – will 
undoubtedly result in the disil-
lusionment of many Labour 
members and voters.

The “too far, too fast” 
mantra favoured by the Labour 
leadership, and shamelessly 
parroted by some in the trade 
union movement, has done 
nothing to convince people 
that Labour offers an alterna-
tive to Con-Dem attacks on 
our class.

It is essential that Labour 
listens to the legions of 
grassroots members, who are 
the lifeblood of the party, and 
commit to an alternative to 
austerity. 

The People’s Assembly 
mobilised over 4,000 activists 
for a meeting in June to form 
a counter strategy in response 
to the ConDem government. 

ElEctiOn 2015

Should Labour fail to change its 
policy direction there is a very 
real possibility that it will fail to 
gain a majority in 2015 – and no 
wonder. A ‘more-of-the-same’ 
scenario is hardly appealing to 
voters and will not inspire the 
change needed to defeat the 
Tories and their rhetoric. 

Without a radical departure 
from the neoliberalism which 
caused this endemic capitalist 
crisis to be as deep and long-
lasting as it has been, British 
workers will continue to face 
the biggest challenge to their 
livelihoods they have faced in a 
generation.

Ryan Boyle
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London Recruits tells a chapter 
of the international struggle 
against Apartheid in South Africa 
which has been largely neglect-
ed by historians of the labour 
and anti-imperialist movement.

The brave actions of British 
and Irish students and young 
workers who travelled to 
South Africa to aid the ANC in 
its mission for freedom, sov-
ereignty and equality for the 
black population through the 
smuggling and distribution of 
propaganda, arms and explo-
sives into the country. 

Taking its title from a 
chapter in former South 
African cabinet minister 
Ronnie Kasrils’s autobiogra-
phy. The book explains how 
Kasrils – who also gives the 
work its preface – organised 
and recruited young people in 
London to play a direct part 
in the anti-imperialist strug-
gle overseas, how they were 
trained and how their actions 
affected both their own politi-
cal development and that of 
progressives in Africa.

As a work of primary 
source history retelling the 
story of the recruits through 
their first-hand accounts, 
London Recruits is necessar-
ily not always an easy read for 
a number of reasons. 

In it, readers are faced 
with vivid accounts of the 
horrors inside a jail cell in 
Pretoria and descriptions of 
institutional and casual rac-

ism, which should make any 
right-thinking person deeply 
uncomfortable. 

Reading the book is not 
made easier by the constant 
fluctuations in the quality of 
writing between the thought-
ful clarity and easy humour 
of editor Ken Keable, Sean 
Hosey and Daniel Ahern to 
the slightly frantic, nearly inco-
herent prose of some of the 
other contributors. 

Nor are all the contributors 
likeable or good examples of 
political activists – the trend 
of the time for certain male 
students to see drug use and 
womanising as somehow ap-
propriate while carrying out 
progressive work is repre-
sented in one or two of the 
accounts and an ultra-left self 
aggrandisement runs through 
some contributors’ work 
which could draw focus away 
from the very real and contin-
uous struggle of the ANC itself 
and assert a ‘knight in shining 
armour’ narrative if not read 

critically.
In spite of 

all of these problems – which 
come hand-in-hand with a 
collection of accounts of this 
nature – Keable should be con-
gratulated on not just his work 
to compile stories that would 
not otherwise be told but also 
on the sensitivity of his editing. 

The level of respect shown 
by the Keable for his con-
tributors, even and especially 
when they disagree in politi-
cal analysis or the details of 
certain events, is the sign of 
a truly impartial editor more 
interested in the distribution 
of important information than 
in attempting to monopolise a 
narrative or impose a non-
existent homogeneity to the 
attitudes and motivations of 
actors in the story.

One can only wish that 
more history books were ed-
ited in this way and Keable has 
given future scholars of South 
African history an invaluable 
resource into the global aspect 

of the struggle.
It is a work, however, not 

just for the future scholar 
or the former young revolu-
tionary but a timely one for 
anti-imperialist youth today. 
The most politically developed 
accounts – particularly those 
of YCL comrades who played a 
significant part in both the ac-
tions in Africa and the organi-
sation of these actions – stress 
that their involvement in the 
battle for a people’s freedom 
in another nation was predi-
cated not their own sense of 
what was to be done but on 
a disciplined adherence to the 
instruction and will of those 
black Africans directly engaged 
in the anti-Apartheid struggle. 

We have seen recently this 
principle held in contempt by 
the most reactionary elements 
of the ultra-left who dress 
imperialist dogma in pseudo-
revolutionary rhetoric. London 
Recruits is a tonic to all this 
nonsense and reminds us of 
the true meaning of interna-
tional solidarity.

The book, published by 
Merlin, can be bought from 
the Communist Party’s online 
shop.

Luke Beesley

A shining 
example of 
solidarity
Ken Keable’s London Recruits is an inspiring 
acount of how young British communists 
and socialists aided South Africans in their 
battle against Apartheid.
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A sketch by Ken Keable showing 
the design of the leaflet bombs 
used by London Recruits
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Since Challenge last turned its 
attention to Scottish inde-
pendence the debate has con-
tinued to dominate Scotland’s 
politics. 

The YCL’s analysis of the 
choice facing the Scottish 
people – that between losing 
the ability to fight the City of 
London’s finance capitalism 
or trying to effectively fight 
big business within a British 
state – has not changed and is 
increasingly being shown to be 
correct.

A full analysis of the YCL’s 
position can be found in Octo-
ber 2012’s Challenge, here we 
focus on how the debate has 
progressed and how commu-
nists have tried to influence it.

updatE On thE dEbatE

Unfortunately it would proba-
bly be an overstatement to say 
the “debate” has progressed 
or developed in any meaningful 
sense.

Both the Yes and Better To-
gether campaigns continue to 
pose arguments based solely 
on neoliberal assumptions. 
Indeed, both are principally 
occupied with mud-slinging 
and grandstanding in relation 
to the latest news story or 
current event.

Ironically, neither campaign’s 
vision of Scotland – in or out 
of the union – is fundamentally 
different.

The Yes campaign dons the 
same social-democratic cape 
as the SNP, making vague 
illusions to greater equality 
coupled with the rock-bottom 

corporation tax that briefly 
gave the Irish celtic tiger its 
claws.

Better Together fights a 
broadly similar campaign while 
trying to rouse jingoist senti-
ments and pouring scorn on 
the economic viability of an 
independent Scotland.

The issues important to 
communists – such as class 
struggle, economic democracy 
and the potential to revitalise 
the demand for public own-
ership – are conspicuous by 
their absence.

thE lEft

Two main left-wing groupings 
have emerged: the Yes-sup-
porting Radical Independence 
Campaign and the anti-inde-

pendence Red Paper Collec-
tive.

Sadly, the RIC’s politics 
are best summed up as jam 
tomorrow. The shopping list of 
progressive gains they assert 
would result from independ-
ence is detached from reality.

Their analysis vaunts the “in-
herently progressive nature” 
of the Scottish people and the 
massive blow to imperialism 
that would be landed by the 
breakup of the British state.

But there is little discussion 
of the constitutional strait-
jacket of EU treaties, the lack 
of democratic control over a 
monetary policy subservient 
to the British pound or of the 
immense damage inflicted by 
the fragmentation of the trade 
union movement.

Putting some class 
into the neoliberal 
mud-slinging
Scottish communists have launched an ambitious campaign to 
break the false consensus of the independence debate

pic: flickrtickr2009/CC



SCoTTISH INDEPENDENCE

18

Our pOsitiOn

Communists are not opposed 
to independence per se and 
always uphold the right of the 
Scottish people to self-deter-
mination. 

But we recognise that the 
neoliberal “independence” 
offered would merely allow 
finance capital to play the 
nations of the former Britain 
against each other for the 
most favourable terms of 
investment – the lowest wages, 
worst labour rights, lowest 
corporation tax, etc.

And without an independ-
ent currency monetary policy 
would be dictated externally 
– borrowing to fund demo-
cratically decided development 
would be subject to a foreign 
veto.

Taken with continued EU 
and Nato membership, it’s 
clear that what’s on offer is 
independence in name only 
and would be in many ways 
profoundly anti-democratic. 

rEd papEr cOllEctivE

The YCL and Communist 
Party have actively supported 
and contributed to the Red 
Paper Collective and its theo-
retical basis.

Our analysis of independ-
ence is base in class struggle 
and is concerned with enhanc-
ing economic democracy. We 
have also not, unlike some 
sections of the left, succumbed 
to the politics of frustration.

Our support of RPC has 
helped allow common analy-
sis to emerge on the anti-
independence left broadening 
the reach of class politics 
– which has been particularly 
important in the trade union 
movement.

However, it is a sad fact that 
a class perspective on inde-
pendence has yet to penetrate 
the popular consciousness 
in a significant way. Further, a 
broad left anti-independence 
platform has yet to emerge. 
Discussions have taken place, 
but as yet no results are wor-
thy of comment.

thE ycl

This led the YCL to consider 
how best to inject our politics 
in the ongoing debate, aside 

from continued support for 
the RPC.

Thus the YCL Scotland 
District launched the “Scottish 
Independence: A Communist 
Perspective” speaking tour 
earlier this year, considering 
this the best way to get across 
our take on the debate, which 
doesn’t lend itself to simple 
sloganeering.

A speaking tour format also 
provided an excellent basis 
to engage in public work in 
many areas that have not seen 
a communist presence for dec-
ades as well as enabling new 
contacts to throw themselves 
into activity.

thE tOur

Since launching the tour in late 
July the Glasgow YCL has put 
on two meeting in Partick and 
Govan, with plans for at least 
another five across Scotland 
before the year is out.

While both meetings have 
been successful in conveying 
our politics, provoking discus-
sion and drawing a respectable 
attendance, their main value 
has perhaps been in the high 
level of public activity the YCL 
has carried out.

Each meeting is preceded 
by an intensive three-week 
propaganda programme of 
public stalls, leafleting sessions 
and putting up posters, thou-
sands of people have seen the 
YCL as a dynamic campaigning 
organisation in their communi-
ties.

What’s more, the tour has 
been a valuable experience 
for YCL members, giving them 
practical experiencing in 
canvassing and being for many, 
the first experience of public 
speaking – all part of training 
communist cadres in Scotland 
and we’re already starting to 
reap the benefits.

There’ll be another meeting 
in south Glasgow on Ocotber 
29 and Paisley on November 
20 with dates also planned for 
Edinburgh and Ayrshire.

OthEr wOrk

There’s been a brief lull in 
the tour for September but 
only so that we can prioritise 
our student work as the new 
university term starts.

We’re also going full-throttle 
to support our YCL comrade 
Ryan Boyle who is standing for 
the Communist Party in Glas-
gow’s Govan ward in October.

Ryan, who has been active in 
Greater Govan Against Housing 
Benefit Cuts since its inception, 
and others will be taking the 
campaign against the vicious 
Westminster and Holyrood 
governments to the voters.

I hope this has been an 
interesting insight into some of 
our work north of the border, 
rather than a dry entry in the 
regional organiser’s log.

call tO actiOn

The YCL possesses a sound 
political understanding and 
analysis, but has never been a 
talking shop.

Comrades must have the 
confidence in themselves 
and in their collectives and 
branches to be the driving 
force in the organisation and 
British politics.

We need to throw ourselves 
into this kind of public work 
across Britain, taking the initia-
tive in street stalls, leafleting 
and public speaking.

An interested and receptive 
youth exists, but it is only by 
ramping up our public activ-
ity that we will build Britain’s 
revolutionary youth organisa-
tion, cultivate the next genera-
tion of communists and strive 
to become the vanguard of 
working-class youth.

Johnnie Hunter

The 2014 Red Paper is chock 
full of analysis on what inde-
pependence would mean for 
Scotland and is available from 
the Morning Star.

Ironically, 
neither the 
Yes or No 
campaigns’ 
vision of 
Scotland 
is radically 
different
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No-one who knows the first 
thing about the movement of 
health and social care provision 
away from the public sector 
can be surprised by the news 
that there’s a £5 billion deficit 
in the care home industry 
across Britain with the subse-
quent risk to vulnerable adults. 

They may be disgusted and 
appalled, but not shocked. 

privatisatiOn and 
rEcEssiOn

Since the care sector has been 
taken out of public control the 
expansion of services to meet 
the desperate need for domicili-
ary and residential care for disa-
bled, older and vulnerable people 
has been increasingly funded by 
private borrowing and budgeted 
on the naïve belief that the re-
lationship between inflation and 
the benefits received by disabled 
people who pay for services 
would remain the same. 

A recession and a cutback in 
government spending directly de-
stroys that relationship and sends 
private lenders scurrying to 
retrieve their capital from who-
ever they leant it to and under 
whatever conditions they can. 

Even the tertiary sector care 
providers — funded through 
charitable donation — who have 
and still do boast loudly of their 
relative independence from the 
financial markets, are unable to 
maintain their funding faced with 
a population too poor to donate 
as much as it used to.

Reports of this crisis in the 
mainstream media have fo-
cussed on the horrifying effect 
this has had on some of the 
most vulnerable in our society. 

We have read shocking 
reports of older and disabled 

people facing forced reloca-
tion, of councils not being able 
to guarantee that they can 
meet the care needs of those 
whose homes have closed and 
of cases of suicide at the pro-
posed closure of homes. 

But it is also worth examining 
the assault on the pay and con-
ditions of care workers across 
Britain, in both the private and 
tertiary sectors. The assault on 
workers is simultaneously an 
assault on the quality of care for 
vulnerable people.

a big EmplOyEr

Care has become an increas-
ingly large part of the British 
economy over the last two 
decades. In certain parts of Brit-
ain, particularly the South West 
of England and Cornwall, the 
private and tertiary sector care 
industry has become the largest 
source of employment in some 
small towns after the collapse of 
manufacturing and tourism. 

As the care sector predomi-
nantly hires unskilled workers as 
its frontline service providers, the 
demographic of care employees 
contains a large proportion of 
previously unemployed people 
as well as those who have largely 
experienced only casual work 
and young workers just out of 
school or college — in 2010, 
18-25-year-olds made up 12% of 
the workforce in care. 

cOnditiOns

The conditions of support work-
ers and carers has to be seen in 
light of these facts — they are 
workers with little to no experi-
ence of agitating for a union 
where there is not one already 
and they are often from commu-

nities where there simply is no 
other work available to them.

As such, frontline care work-
ers are incredibly poorly paid 
to begin with. The average sal-
ary for a full-time care worker 
is £16,622 per year and with 
the extensive use of ‘bank’ staff 
(care workers with zero-hours 
contracts who pick up shifts 
as and when the care provider 
requires them), volunteers (of-
ten school and college students 
required to labour for free 
for the care provider by their 
course) and agency workers by 
care companies it is increasingly 
difficult for workers to get or 
maintain full-time hours. 

The initial condition of the 
care or support worker, even 
before financial crisis and the 
effects of industrial bungling be-
come manifest, is one of under-
payment and under-employment.

As in any capitalist crisis and 
in any industry, it is the workers’ 
conditions that are first threat-
ened in the interest of keeping 
the costs of the operation down. 

In care, however, this rule 
is even more imperative than 
it is in other sectors of the 
economy. The laws surrounding 
the provision of medical care 
as well as the legislation around 
safeguarding vulnerable adults 
requires the strict quality and 
maintenance of medical and do-
mestic equipment as well as the 
heating and repair of residential 
homes: labour costs become 
one of the very few areas in 
which employers are, in fact, 
able to make a saving.

cOst-cutting

How, then, are these costs 
reduced?

Some of the methods used 

The assault 
on workers in 
simultaneously 
an assault on 
care quality 
for vulnerable 
people

Fighting for decent 
care is a common 
struggle Workers and service users share interests 

in changing the system



CRISIS IN CARE

will be familiar to other work-
ers — namely pay freezes and 
attacks on annual leave entitle-
ment and holiday pay.

But these have an even more 
significant and more terrify-
ing effect — on both worker 
and service user — when they 
are applied in care than when 
they are implemented in other 
forms of employment. 

Larger employers have 
already begun to make savings 
to sick pay by withholding wages 
entirely for the first occasions of 
illness (usually the first three to 
five days of illness per year). 

The plummeting pay of care 
workers in real terms means that 
periods of unpaid leave due to 
illness put at risk their capabili-
ties to pay their rent and for the 
basic needs of their existence. As 
such, when faced with illness, the 
worker is forced to continue as 
best they can in spite of ill health.

harming carE usErs

The effect of such a step on the 
wellbeing of the employee is 
obvious but little attention is paid 
to how this damages the care 
received by the user. The service 
user is given the labour of some-
one whose physical condition is 
below its best and whose con-
centration and decision-making 
skills may be impaired to carry 
out medical tasks (the adminis-
tration of medicine, dressing of 
wounds, handling of the service 
user, etc) which are often com-
plex and crucial to their health. 

More chillingly still; those who 
use care services — the older 
and disabled people — are those 
most at risk of being profoundly 
affected by those bugs or viruses 
that the care worker may have.

If the care worker is forced 
to work through their illness 
they are forced to put the 
service user at risk of contami-
nation with something threat-
ening to their long-term health 
and, sometimes, even their life.

cutting numbErs

Another strategy employers have 
been utilising is cutting back the 
number of staff working with 
service users at particular times. 
This is a tactic usually applied to 
residential homes where at sup-
posed ‘quiet times’ (usually the 
late night through to breakfast 
time) it is not unusual for only 

one worker to be on shift among 
a number of service users. 

The idea behind such a strate-
gy is that – provided no medical 
emergency or serious incident 
occurs during this period – one 
worker should be able to get all 
the night’s work done by their 
self as long as they are efficient 
and hard-working enough. 

Such a policy ignores that it 
is precisely amongst vulnerable 
people that a medical emergen-
cy or serious incident is most 
likely to occur. A worker faced 
with a service user whose 
health is deteriorating rapidly 
or a client becoming physically 
violent (something much more 
likely now since the integration 
of dementia care into the care 
industry) finds him or herself 
unable to properly care for the 
other clients they have a duty 
of care to with no support and 
no witnesses. 

The care worker is put into 
a vulnerable position both 
legally and physically and the 
service users are left without 
the medical or domestic sup-
port that they need.

agEncy wOrkErs

Similarly, employers may attempt 
to save on labour by relying 
even more heavily than before 
on casual agency/bank labour 
or volunteers. Such a tactic is 
particularly attractive to care 
providers as it tends towards 
a casualisation of the entire 
workforce through undermin-
ing fixed-hours contracts and 

removing the need to give em-
ployees the rights full or part-
time workers are entitled to. 

It also allows the employer to 
dictate how many workers are 
required at any time, giving them 
greater flexibility to employ less 
labour whenever possible. 

This undermines any continu-
ity of care and denies the service 
user the consistency of a small 
group of care workers with 
whom they have built relation-
ships and who have grown to 
understand their care needs in 
favour of a larger force of work-
ers out of touch with the minu-
tiae of the service user’s routine 
or changes to their care plan. 

Such a move leads to 
confusion and breakdowns of 
communication which can only 
adversely affect the person us-
ing the service and the quality 
of the service that they receive.

damning bOth sidEs

It is clear that these cost-cutting 
strategies directly and adversely 
affect service users. The attempt 
to scrimp and save on labour 
pushes the worker into increas-
ingly precarious employment 
while the client receives care 
that is inadequate to their needs 
and potentially dangerous. 

It would be naïve to think 
that the management of care 
providers have not come to 
this conclusion as well. The 
complete separation of the 
representative structures of 
service users from those of 
staff in all of the larger care 

companies seems to testify to 
this — any complaint or any 
grievance from workers must 
be kept separate from that of 
the service user and vice versa. 

Only in this way can both 
bodies be partially appeased and 
effectively ignored, often through 
the cynical assertion by manage-
ment that the other group would 
not accept any changes to the 
way the workplace is run. 

OvErcOming thE crisis

Only through their joint action 
could any change in the system 
be forced. It is this building 
of joint action by workers in 
care and service users that is 
necessary if either is to pre-
vent their quality of life from 
deteriorating.

Such a co-ordination of 
interests and representation can 
never be organised one way. This 
article has merely shown how 
these interests can be co-aligned 
from the standpoint of the work-
ers’ struggle within care. 

To have any chance at a real 
representative movement workers 
must not just self-organise while 
claiming to represent service 
users but must actively aid the 
self-representation of those who 
use services and stand in solidarity 
with their struggles over benefits, 
employment and social oppression. 

The pre-condition of any 
real struggle for the fate of 
the care sector relies on the 
mutual achievement of genuine 
representation and it is this we 
must try to make real.
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Back 2 Basics
Part four: Production
Commodity production

Communists seek to challenge 
capitalism as an unjust and his-
torically outmoded system. In 
order to replace capitalism we 
must understand capitalist and 
its economic basis — com-
modity production. 

Karl Marx made a huge con-
tribution to the understanding 
of capitalist economics. He 
explained the labour theory 
of value in his major work 
Capital.

A commodity is an article, 
which is produced for the 
purpose of exchange. Previ-
ous economic systems, e.g. 
Feudalism, were dominated by 
production for use.

While some articles were 
produced for exchange, this 
was not the main purpose of 
production.

Capitalism is unique in that 
most articles are produced 
for the purpose of exchange. 
Commodity production is the 
dominant form of production 
under capitalism.

As with any other science, 
in order to study 
commod-
ity  

production dialectically, we 
must begin by studying its 
smallest self-contained unit – 
the commodity.

The commodity-form of the 
product of labour — or the 
value-form of the commodity 
— is the economic equivalent 
of the cell in biology. 

To the superficial observer, 
the analysis of these forms 
seems to turn upon minu-
tiae. It does in fact deal with 
minutiae, but they are of the 
same order as those dealt with 
in microscopic anatomy (Marx, 
Capital I).

In order for a commodity to 
be exchanged, there must be 
a buyer willing to receive it in 
exchange for something else. 

Contained within the 
physical object there must be 
some useful property, which 
is needed or wanted by the 
buyer. 

This is referred to as the 
“use value” of the commodity, 
eg a coat has a use-value as it 
can be worn to keep out the 

cold. A use-value is a 
distinct property 

of the object, 
which is 
linked 

to the 
physical 
nature 
of the 
object 
itself.

To be 
exchanged, 

any commodity must have a 
use-value. Yet use-value is not 
the only value-property of the 
commodity.

Any study of capitalism will 
show that commodities are 
not exchanged in accidental 
proportions. A certain amount 
(x) of commodity A (under 
certain social and historical 
conditions) will be exchanged 
for a certain amount (y) of 
commodity B.

At first these proportions 
appear to be fixed simply by 
tradition. As their relation-
ships are studied more closely, 
it appears that they fluctuate 
according to the relationship 
of supply and demand — when 
demand outstrips supply, a 
commodity becomes worth 
more and when supply rises 
above demand, a commodity 
becomes worth less.

It is argued that the worth 
of a commodity in terms 
of other commodities, its 
exchange-value, is to be found 
here.

Although this theory ex-
plains short-term fluctuations 
in exchange value, it cannot 
explain the underlying value, 
which causes these fluctua-
tions.

If these could be explained 
purely in terms of supply and 
demand then during a mild 
food shortage for example, the 
price of a loaf of bread would 
rise above that of a private jet. 
This is simply not the case al-

though the demand for private 
jets is roughly equal to supply.

For an equal relationship to 
exist between certain amounts 
of two different commodities 
there must be some com-
mon    property of the two, 
something common to both by 
which they can be measured.

This property is labour. All 
commodities are products of 
human labour and it is this that 
binds them all together in the 
process of exchange.

Labour comes in many dif-
ferent forms. For example, the 
labour of a farmer is different 
from the labour of a banker. 

However, for the purpose 
of calculating value, all labour 
must be reduced to its simplest 
form, that of unskilled human 
labour of average quality. It is 
this abstract social labour in 
which the value of commodi-
ties is measured. Every form of 
complex, skilled labour must be 
reduced to a greater amount of 
abstract social labour depend-
ing on the levels of skill and 
training involved.

But what happens if two 
identical commodities are 
produced under different 
conditions by workers of equal 
skill and experience, one using 
traditional methods and the 
other with the aid of modern 
technology, expending half as 
much labour in the production 
of his/her commodity?

Initially both commodities 
will have different prices, but 
these will be quickly equalised 
as buyers go for the cheaper 
commodity and the seller of 
the more expensive commod-
ity is forced to reduce the 
price by the laws of supply and 
demand.

Here is the socially neces-
sary labour needed to produce 
a commodity and it is upon 
this that its value is based.

Value, Price and Profit — karl Marx
Capital — karl Marx 
Wage-Labour and Capital — karl 
Marx

A Short Course of Political Economy — 
L. Leontyev (Chapter 3)
Political Economy — John Eaton 
(Chapter 2)

Further Reading

pic:Jeff Keacher/CC
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EURoPE 

The issue of Britain’s member-
ship of the EU has become a 
key one in British politics, prob-
ably behind only the economy 
– and in Scotland, the inde-
pendence debate – in terms of 
sustained column inches.

Of course, the EU also 
plays a pernicious role in the 
government’s austerity agenda 
and looms large over the 
independence debate, with its 
growing political and eco-
nomic power limiting national 
governments’ ability to actually 
get out of the current pro-
tracted economic crisis.

But as well as meddling in 
sovereign nations’ domestic 
affairs and economic policy, 
constitutionally committing 
member states to capitalism, 
the EU has increasingly pushed 
towards a single foreign policy 
as well.

EntEring EurOpE

When Britain joined the Eu-
ropean Economic Community 
in 1973 its ability to influence 
the world through its foreign 
policy and economic might had 
long been on the wane. The 
rise to of the US during the 
two world wars and the dis-
integration of Britain’s empire 
had seen the end of its “great 
power” status.

With the onset of economic 
crisis in the ’70s British capital 
decided that greater access 
to European markets was the 
only way out, in return giving 
up its ability to progressively 
intervene in the economy.

In the words of Tony Benn: 
“Every key decision in the 
fields of industrial and regional 
policy would be subject to 
supervision, control and a pos-
sible veto by the commission.”

From inception the EEC 
had an anti-industry economic 

policy at it's core as it sought 
to put emphasis on financial 
and service capitalism.

capitalist cOnsOlidatiOn

Through successive treaties 
the EU expanded its control 
over member states’ econo-
mies. The first major revision 
of the 1957 Treaty of Rome 
(which brought the EEC into 
existence) was the Single 
European Act in 1986.

Championed by Thatcher, 
the Act placed extra restric-
tions on members and com-
mitted them to creating the 
single market.

The Maastricht 
Treaty in 1992 
brought a 
single European 
foreign policy, se-
curity policy and 
justice and home 
affairs policy — the 
three pillars upon 
which the EU is now 
built.

“Three founding 
pillars” that the Eu-
ropean Union is now 
built on. Both these 
acts, along with Tony 
Blair’s support of the 
EU Constitution, were 
signed without the 
consent of the peoples 
of Britain.

These treaties took 
more powers from 
the hands of the 
British people who 
elect their govern-
ments and gave 
them to the Council 
of Ministers, Euro-
pean Parliament and 
the European Com-
mission.

As parliamentary 
officers Silks and Waters 
write: “British public 

opinion, politicians of all par-
ties and Parliament have had 
to undergo a sometimes pain-
ful and acrimonious readjust-
ment to the inevitable sacrifice 
of sovereignty which has 
resulted.”

lack Of dEmOcracy

This underlines the lack of 
democratic legitimacy in bour-
geois political parties — none 
of them stand for election 
pledging to hand over more 
powers to the EU and in so 
doing putting the needs of 
capital ahead of those of the 
British public.

It also exposes a massive 
democratic flaw within the EU 
itself.

The institutions within the 
EU are not accountable to the 
citizens of the member states 
and therefore the validity of 
the EU claiming to be demo-
cratic is completely compro-
mised. 

Some claim the EU is being 
democratised by boosting the 
role of the European Parlia-
ment, the EU’s only elected 
body. However, this 
further diminishes the 
sovereignty of domestic 
parliaments.

There is also little 
evidence the parliament 
is willing or able to fun-

damentally challenge the 
European Commission 
and European Central 
Bank in setting economic 
policy.

‘Europe’ unites to 
crush democracy
Why the left needs to expose the EU’s anti-worker policies

A Irish trade  
unionist protesting 
against the EU’s 
austerity
Pic: William  
Murphy/CC
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EURoPE

attacks On sErvicEs

Yet still the bourgeois parties 
deny the sale of democratic 
rights to capital and protest 
that Britain has control over 
policies such as healthcare, 
welfare, education, policing and 
tourism.

But arbitrary EU rules 
limiting public spending have 
a direct hand in the decisions 
domestic governments make 
on issues such as healthcare 
and education.

The interference of the EU 
and International Monetary 
Fund in countries like Greece, 
Ireland, Portugal, Spain and 
Cyprus has led to the disman-
tling of the welfare states, the 
destruction of the minimum 
wage and mass privatisation 
using the bogus justification 
that they are dealing with “high 
levels of government debt.”

unitEd statEs Of EurOpE

It is clear that this an imperialist 
pursuit by the EU and owners of 
capital across the region, drawing 
the member states closer to a 
United States of Europe.

But a large number of those 
on the left and in trade unions 
still see the EU as window 
of opportunity to build an 
egalitarian society off the back 
of the toothless social chapter, 
with Frances O’Grady recently 
trying to revitalise the busted 
flush of “social Europe.”

The YCL firmly believes that 
Britain must withdraw from 
the EU. It cannot be reformed 
and that even the most mod-
est of reforms that could 
marginally benefit the working 
class are swept aside as the 
EU pursues privatisation and a 
bourgeois agenda.

The current state and direc-
tion of the EU is not new, or 
accidental. European capital-
ists are deliberately moving 
towards a United States of Eu-
rope to directly challenge wan-
ing US power and compete 
with Asian markets dominated 
by China.

In 1905 Lenin made it clear 
what a USE meant: “A United 
States of Europe is possible as 
an agreement between the Eu-
ropean capitalists but to what 
end? Only for the suppression 
of Socialism in Europe and of 
jointly protecting imperialist 

booty against America and 
Japan. Uneven economic and 
political development is an 
absolute law of capitalism.”

thE Eu and war

While the US led the charge 
for a war in Syria, the EU’s 
own sabre-rattling shouldn’t 
be ignored.

It was the EU that prevented 
the US and Britain from sup-
plying arms to Syrian rebels, 
once they lifted the embargo 
the gates opened and weapons 
flooded in.

The EU endorses US and 
UN sanctions against Iran and 
North Korea, making it impos-
sible for a diplomatic solution 
to be found to the constant 
war of words.

Of course, it would be wrong 
to suggest that the EU is seek-
ing any kind of negotiated solu-
tion — war is an inherent fea-
ture of capitalism and Europe’s 
role in allowing US imperialism 
to steamroller across the globe 
shouldn’t be ignored.

assault On living 
standards

The EU and its institutions 
threaten member states that 

in order to remain part of the 
club, they need to reduce their 
state debts and sell off national 
assets.

This has seen an unprec-
edented attack on living stand-
ards, wages and public services. 
The liberalising of labour laws, 
real-terms reductions to the 
minimum wage, pay freezes, 
tax rises for ordinary citizens, 
tax cuts for the rich and busi-
nesses, privatisation of public 
services and the scaling back 
of the welfare states, are all 
part of European ploy to make 
Europe a more enticing mar-
ket for investment in order to 
challenge the Asian Market.

Spanish communist-linked 
trade union federation CCOO 
General Secretary and Euro-
pean TUC President Ignacio 
Fernandez Toxo wrote in The 
Morning Star that, “structural 
reforms to make workers 
rights ‘more flexible’, for cuts 
in wages, pensions and benefits 
which will only increase in-
equality, hold back growth and 
maximise misery.” 

Fernandez alludes to the EU 
tactic for opening up access 
to cheap, easy and accessible 
capital investment, to enable 
Europe to further challenge 
and compete in global markets 

as a single unified state.
By undermining parliamen-

tary sovereignty, attacking 
democratic rights and savag-
ing living standards, the core 
institutions of the EU contra-
dict the idea of democracy 
by pushing ahead to achieve a 
United States of Europe, with-
out consultation of the people 
or at least a referendum on 
military intervention or cen-
tralised economic policy.

With “euroscepticism” 
dominated by rightwingers 
hankering back to the days of 
empire, it is imperative for the 
left to make the case for Brit-
ain leaving the EU on the basis 
of working-class sovereignty.

The trade unions must fol-
low the likes of the RMT and 
abandon the defunct utopia if a 
“social Europe.”

Only by exiting the EU can 
Britain stand a chance of build-
ing a society free from market 
domination, founded on public 
ownership and working class 
democracy. The labour move-
ment need only look to the 
examples of Latin America, in 
particular Venezuela, Cuba and 
Ecuador who are building so-
cieties on the above principles 
for inspiration.

Calum Baird

pic: Motiqua/CC
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CHILE

This month marks the 40th 
anniversary of the military 
coup against Chilean president 
Salvador Allende, ushering in 
nearly two decades of brutal 
rule under dictator General 
Augusto Pinochet.

Often referred to as “the 
other 9/11,” the September 11 
1973 military attack allowed the 
so-called Chicago Boys — Chil-
ean economists who studied un-
der neoliberal luminary Milton 
Friedman — to import US-style 
free-market economics to Chile.

upsEtting us intErEsts

Pinochet’s CIA-planned and 
funded coup d’état moved 
against Allende’s Popular Unity 
government after he enacted 
a number of policies aimed at 
helping Chile’s poor, from food 
distribution and land reform 
to nationalising the country’s 
main resource, copper — then 
largely in the hands of US-

based transnationals.
They presented a radical 

alternative to the Keynesian 
economic orthodoxy that 
had dominated since 1929’s 
Wall Street Crash. It sought to 
take the edge off capitalism’s 
periodic crises through greater 
government interference in 
the market, at the (slight) 
expense of profits.

US capitalism had had 
enough of this in its southern 
American stomping ground 
and began funding university 
places for neoliberal econo-
mists during the 1950s, whose 
ideas were largely ignored 
until Pinochet grabbed power.

a prOgrEssivE prEsidEnt

Allende was elected president 
in 1970 with a relatively modest 
36.6 per cent of the vote and 
found his progressive reforms 
— he made no real attempt to 
subvert the existing constitu-

tional framework — hamstrung 
by a non-compliant congress.

But the US and its allies in 
Chile, concerned at having a 
second Cuba in their “back-
yard” as an example to the oth-
er oppressed peoples of South 
America, were further alarmed 
when the Popular Unity alliance 
took nearly 51 per cent of 
the vote in April 1971’s local 
elections, despite a worsening 
economic situation brought on 
by super-rich wreckers fearing 
their political marginalisation.

thE cOup

When the US struck, it struck 
hard. Not only did they move 
against Allende — who mar-
tyred himself in the presiden-
tial palace rather than agree to 
the offer of safe passage and 
collaboration with the coup 
— but soldiers stormed the 
factories and workplaces that 
provided his support base.

Thousands of workers — as 
well as famous leftwingers 
from the field of culture such 
as internationally renowned 
songwriter Victor Jara — were 
rounded up and taken to the 
national football stadium.

As survivor Lucy Concha — 
who managed to flee to Scot-
land after being held for 10 
days in what’s now called the 
Estadio Victor Jara — recalled 
in the Morning Star (Septem-
ber 3): “Inside the stadium we 
were in complete darkness.” 

“German machine-guns had 
been placed all around us and 
we were threatened not to 
make any noise or we would 
be shot dead.

“We couldn’t see anything 
and the noises from people 
being tortured in other parts of 
the stadium were unbearable.

“Every night I was taken 
away to be interrogated. I 
could never see their faces.

“Suddenly one day I was told 

Beating back the 
ghost of Pinochet
The neolibral legacy of Chile’s 1973 coup hasn’t gone away

Chilean Young Communists 
reemember the victims of 
Pinochet and (right) President 
Allende addresses crowds



I could go. I couldn’t believe it. 
As I was led out of the exit I 
thought I was going to be shot.

“Later on I found I had 
internal bleeding from when I 
was tortured by the army.”

pOlitical rEprEssiOn

But in many ways Concha was 
one of the lucky ones, a truth 
and reconciliation report in 
1991 estimated that 2,279 
people were killed for political 
reasons during the dictatorship, 
though they had the names 
of hundreds more without 
enough information to deter-
mine the causes of their deaths.

And an updated govern-
ment report in 2011 found 
that 38,254 people were made 
political prisoners, with most 
of those tortured, as well as 
adding 30 names to the list of 
those “disappeared.”

All this was necessary to 
beat a relatively strong labour 
movement and civil society into 
submission and force them to ac-
cept these new neoliberal norms.

cOnstitutiOnal capitalism

As Chilean communist Paul 
Monk-Kings writes: “The 
installation of neoliberal prin-

ciples in the Chilean constitu-
tion was made   possible by 
the action of the dictatorship, 
that through systematic and 
institutionalised policy of per-
secution, with profound human 
rights violations, sought the 
destruction of the labour and 
social movements.

“Persecutions, imprisonments, 
executions and disappearances 
of labour leaders, indigenous 
people, students, academics, 
parties and social movements 
opposed to these changes, were 
some of the strategies used.”

Perhaps the most effective 
strategy, he adds, was co-
option of social and political 
leaders into not mobilising 
opposition to the attacks.

A key struggle for com-
munists in Chile today is that 
the coup’s 1980 neoliberal 
constitutional remains in place, 
with only amendments eating 
away at the fascistic elements 
since the fall of the junta.

“The big job today, after 
40 years into this process of 
active and symbolic violence, is 
to rethink Chile and institu-
tional bases,” Monk-Kings says.

lEgacy Of brutality

As people in Chile around the 

world marked the 40th anni-
versary of the coup the battle 
against Pinochet goes on.

Right-wing apologists, or 
even defenders, of his regime 
are keen to promote “moving 
on” and a reconciliation based 
on sweeping the junta’s crimes 
against humanity under the 
carpet.

Communist Party of Chile 
chairman William Teillier 
told a memo-
rial service at 
the Museum 
of Memory: 
“The reunion 
of Chileans 
must be based 
on truth and justice, 
not only forgiveness.

“One must have the 
acknowledgment of the 
facts and the repentance of 
those responsible and that it 
has to be translated into 
truth and justice.”

lOOking fOrward

Presidential hopeful 
Michelle Bachelet — who 
looks set to top the Novem-
ber poll — told the same 
meeting that “reconcilia-
tion cannot be built on 
the absence of truth, 

justice or mourning.”
Bachelet — whose father 

General Alberto Bachelet 
lost his life after the coup for 
refusing to support Pinochet 
— also stressed the need for 
greater human rights and de-
mocracy in present-day Chile.

Many have argued that 
Bachelet made no real chal-
lenge to the neoliberal legacy 
of the dictatorship.

But Chilean communists 
have thrown their weight 
behind Bachelet and are part 
of the New Majority coalition 
she’s spearheading, in order 
to push for a break from that 
neoliberal consensus.

CHILE
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“Surely this will be the last oppor-
tunity for me to address you. The 
air force has bombed the towers of 

Radio Portales and Radio Corporacion.
My words do not have bitterness but 

disappointment. May they be a moral 
punishment for those who have betrayed 
their oath.

Given these facts, the only thing left 
for me is to say to the workers: I am not 
going to resign! 

Placed in a historic transition, I will pay 
for loyalty to the people with my life. And 
I say to them that I am certain that the 
seed which we have planted in the good 
conscience of thousands and thousands 
of Chileans will not be shriveled forever.

They have strength and will be able to 
dominate us, but social processes can be 
arrested neither by crime nor force. His-
tory is ours, and people make history.

Workers of my country: I want to thank 
you for the loyalty that you always had, the 
confidence that you deposited in a man 

who was only an interpreter of great yearn-
ings for justice. At this definitive moment, 
the last moment when I can address you, I 
wish you to take advantage of the lesson: 
foreign capital, imperialism, together with 
the reaction, created the climate in which 
the armed forces broke their tradition.

I address, above all, the modest woman of 
our land, the campesina who believed in us, 
the worker who labored more, the mother 
who knew our concern for children.  

I address the youth, those who sang and 
gave us their joy and their spirit of strug-
gle. I address the man of Chile, the worker, 
the farmer, the intellectual, those who will 
be persecuted, because in our country 
fascism has been already present for many 
hours — in terrorist attacks, blowing up 
the bridges, cutting the railroad tracks, 
destroying the oil and gas pipelines, in the 
face of the silence of those who had the 
obligation to protect them.  They were 
committed. History will judge them.

Surely Radio Magallanes will be si-

lenced, and the calm metal instrument of 
my voice will no longer reach you. It does 
not matter. You will continue hearing it. I 
will always be next to you.

The people must defend themselves, 
but they must not sacrifice themselves. 
The people must not let themselves be 
destroyed or riddled with bullets, but 
they cannot be humiliated either.

Workers of my country, I have faith 
in Chile and its destiny. Other men will 
overcome this dark and bitter moment 
when treason seeks to prevail. Go for-
ward knowing that, sooner rather than 
later, the great avenues will open again 
where free men will walk to build a bet-
ter society.

Long live Chile! Long live the people! 
Long live the workers!

These are my last words, and I am cer-
tain that my sacrifice will not be in vain, 
I am certain that, at the very least, it will 
be a moral lesson that will punish felony, 
cowardice, and treason.

Allende bids farewell to the people of Chile
An edited version of his last speech while barricaded inside the presidential palace
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What we stand for

The Young Communist League 
was formed in 1921 as the youth 
wing of the Communist Party. The 

YCL has a long and proud his-
tory in the struggle for Socialism 
amongst young people in Britain 

and most of the broad based pro-
gressive youth organisations that 
exist today owe their existence to 
the initiatives and work of the YCL. 
The YCL has always and continues 
to play a vital role in the struggles 
for peace, against racism and fas-
cism, for gender equality, and all 
other popular struggles that in-

volve young people across Britain.

If you’re under 29 and want to join the YCL write to the address 
below or visit our website. If you want to subscribe to Challenge 
then fill in this form & send to.

YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, London CR0 1BD
 

Name: 

Address:

Postcode:  Phone:

E-mail:

Age:    Place of Work/Study:

 Challenge subscriptions are £15 for two years (twelve issues), £18 for Eu-
rope, £21 for Overseas (please pay by international money order). Cheques 
& P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order online at www.ycl.org.uk

The young Communist League is...
 

...The youth wing of the Communist Party

The YCL aims to build support among young people for the Communist 
Party’s programme, Britain’s Road to Socialism and to increase young 
people’s involvement in politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities.

 
...Democratic

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least once 
every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive Commit-
tee. The YCL also fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or 
religious or other belief. It calls for the abolition of the monarchy and 
the House of Lords and regards the European Union as an undemocrat-
ic and reactionary institution which serves the interests of big business 
rather than those of Europe’s working people.

 
...Centralised

Democratically taken decisions are carried out across the organisation, 
although local YCL groups decide how best to implement them in their 
own areas.

 
...Part of a mass movement

We never put the interests of the YCL above those of the movement as 
a whole & we always strive to build the widest possible coalition behind 
progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspa-
per, plays a vital role in strengthening the left and the YCL actively works to; 
support the paper; provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its circula-
tion. We recognise the importance of trade unions as the broadest mass 
organisations of the working class and we fight against all anti- union laws.

 
...Communist

We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society based on 
common ownership and democratic control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and others, as well as on the experience of socialist countries 
since 1917. In the context of this struggle we seek to defend and strengthen 
public services, the welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone has 
the right to free and inclusive secular education including access to nursery 
care, schools, universities, community colleges and adult education centres. 
The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the struggle to protect 
the environment, which is wilfully damaged by trans-national corporations and 
capitalist governments in the drive for short-term profits.

 
...Part of an international movement

The YCL has been a member organisation of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth since its foundation in 1945. WFDY represents millions of 
progressive anti-imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We campaign in 
solidarity with sister Communist Youth organisations around the World and 
defend existing socialist countries. We fully support the right to self determi-
nation and oppose any attempt by imperialist countries & forces such as Brit-
ain, the USA and the EU to impose their will on the peoples of the world or 
to exploit and control the world’s resources and markets for capitalist profit. 
We call for unilateral, immediate and unconditional nuclear disarmament.
 

...Revolutionary

We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean that 
the YCL calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, although we 
defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for their libera-
tion. It means realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the 
capitalists to working people can guarantee democratic rights and social 
progress. Socialist revolution in Britain can and should be achieved 
through a combination of mass popular struggle in the labour move-
ment & society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral field. We 
publicise our activities, theory & revolutionary perspective on the day 
to day struggle through our magazine Challenge, which also provides a 
channel for debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a whole.
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