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editorial 
Dear Comrades, 
 
Welcome to the latest issue of Challenge. As the capitalist crisis 
deepens we are beginning to see concerted efforts for a cross 
sectional resistance to monopoly finance’s attempt to make us pay 
for it. Coordinated action by a number of public services unions on 
30th June saw three quarters of a million people on strike. 
 
While comparisons with Greece or Spain may make this number 
seem piddling, it is important to remember the burden of the anti-
trade union laws in Britain makes mounting lawful industrial action a 
massive challenge. Undoubtedly these laws are illegitimate and 
should be broken to both allow workers to meaningfully defend 
their interests and broaden the base and effectiveness of the anti-
cuts protests. However, we must work hard to get to the point 
where this consciousness and militancy exists in more than just ultra
-leftist sloganeering.  
 
We must work to strengthen this militancy and seek to overcome 
this false divide in the interests of public and private sector workers 
to create a mass, popular and democratic opposition to the cuts. 
Such an alliance necessarily takes the form of an opposition to 
monopoly capitalism. YCL General Secretary George Waterhouse 
(pp. 9-11) explains the necessary ideological basis for such as 
coalition. 
 
This issue also carries on our look at the history of the YCL as we 
celebrate its 90th year. Anthony Gallacher takes a timely look at the 
anti-fascist struggles of the 1930s and the leading role young 
communists played in them. The YCL with the Communist Party 
and other community organisations and trade unions is orgnaising a 
march and rally to celebrate one of the focal points of British anti-
fascism in the 1930s with a celebration of the Battle of Cable Street. 
It takes place on 2nd October, assembling at 11.30am at Aldgate 
East in London, E1. 
 
Don’t forget if you want to contribute to Challenge, either through 
writing articles, poems, reviews or artwork to get in touch with me 
by emailing challenge@ycl.org.uk or writing to Challenge, Ruskin 
House, 23 Coombe Road, London, CR0 1BD. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
James Rodie 
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n May 20th when the 
results of the Alternative 
Vote referendum (AV) 

came in, it was a success for the 
Communist Party, with ‘No’ voters 
trouncing the opposition 
approximately  2 votes to 1 (32% 
Yes on a 42% turnout). The result is 
also seen as a win for David 
Cameron as figurehead of the ‘No’ 
campaign, while at the same being a 
great blow for Nick Clegg and the 
coalition, as they suffered the after 
affects of one of their first major 
disagreements. 
     While labelled the ‘fairer’ voting 
system by the ‘Yes’ campaign, the 
Communist Party’s ‘No’ vote came 
from its fundamental unfairness 
toward smaller parties (a concept 
not grasped by small ‘Yes’ voting 
parties such as the Greens during 
the campaign). This is because it 
simply redistributes their votes to 
larger parties – knocking them out 
of the running. A much fairer system 
toward smaller parties, and the one 
supported by the Communist Party 
is the Single Transferable Vote in 
multi-member constituencies. 
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NEWS  

in the news 

he International 
Criminal Court (ICC) 
has issued an arrest 

warrant for Muammar Gaddafi, 
president of Libya, blaming him 
for the “illegitimate arresting of 
people” and “murders of 
opposition members” standing 
against the Libyan government, 
since last February. 
     Once again, the ICC proves 
itself to be a ridiculous puppet 
of the imperialist order, whose 
only purpose is to legitimate 
imperialist interventions. 
     It is of high importance to 
remind, once again, that this 
court does not judge American 

soldiers or crimes committed 
by the US and, since it exists, 
never it has said even a word 
against the countless crimes of 
NATO or any other imperialist 
coalition or intervention. 
      The World Federation of 
Democratic Youth does not 
recognise the ICC as having 
even a drop of authority to 
blame or find guilty anyone for 
anything. Over the last years, 
this so-called “court”, has 
never even spoken about the 
killings by imperialist criminals 
and their allies in Libya, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine, 
Western Sahara, Bahrain, 

Yemen, 
Tunisia and 
Egypt (to 
mention but 
a few) and 
always 
stood by 
the side of 
the 
occupiers, 
the 
bombers 
and the 
dictators. Its 
role is to 

contribute to the pillage and 
murder that imperialism 
spreads around the world with 
its constant wars and conflicts. 
     The motivation of 
imperialism to bombard and 
invade Libya was never and is 
not Gaddafi or any hypocritical 
defence of human rights. 
Imperialism has armed rebel 
forces, bombed and invaded 
Libya and killed innocent 
Libyan people to go after the 
immense reserves of Libyan oil 
and to be able to install in that 
area another huge military 
compound that will create 
better conditions for any 
future interventions in the 
region. 
     On this occasion, WFDY 
calls upon all its member 
organisations to denounce this 
new wave of propaganda as 
part of the continuous efforts 
we are making for the 
immediate end of the war 
against Libya, so that it can be 
the Libyan people to solve 
their own issues, as in any 
other sovereign country. 

O 
T 

WFDY Statement on the ICC WFDY Statement on the ICC 
arrest warrant for Gaddafiarrest warrant for Gaddafi  

Britain Britain   
rejects rejects   
Alternative Alternative 
VoteVote  
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orkers throughout 
Greece continue to 
strike claiming that ‘It 

is unjust that we should suffer 
salary or job cuts to pay for 
others that threw Greece into 
such a mess.’ 
     Following Saturdays peaceful 
march by over 6,000 

Communist Party of Greece 
(KKE) and All Workers Militant 
Front (PAME) affiliated 
members through the capital, 
Greek ministers are attempting 
to eradicate the rising support 
for the anti-cuts campaign by 
claiming that the government 
‘have no choice but to cut’, as it 

must comply with conditions 
attached to a $17 billion IMF 
loan and slash $50 billion from 
state assets. 
     But this comment was 
quickly refuted by trade unions 
who point out that ‘the 
government should raise taxes 
on the super-rich and clamp 

down on tax dodging and other 
elite corruption, instead of 
taking an axe to the country's 
social safety net.’ 
     Currently the most 
prominent strike is that of the 
Public Power Corporation 
(DEH), whose workers are 
campaigning against plans to 
privatise the company, causing 
blackouts throughout the 
country. And while workers 
insist that the strikes are for the 
good of the people and the 
current solution is to simply use 
less electricity, as days heat up 
many citizens and notably 
worried about their air 
conditioning systems. 
     However the workers 
describes the strikes as 
absolutely necessary to keep 
the threat of privatisation at 
bay, calling it their ‘duty’ to 
keep ‘DEH 51% state owned, 
because it offers the Greek 
people cheap prices’, and that 
the main issue with privatisation 
of the plants is that it would 
only seek to strengthen those 
who ‘profit off the workers’ 
backs.’ 

Experts blast treatment of young offendersExperts blast treatment of young offenders  
nadequate care schemes 
for young people leaving 
custody are causing 

youths to be caught in a cycle of 
homelessness and reoffending, 
claim Chief Prison Inspector Nick 
Hardwick and The Prison Reform 
Trust's Out of Trouble 
Programme director Penelope 
Gibbs. 
     Both prison experts are 
joining with the children’s charity 
Banardos in denouncing the lack 
of care given to youths both 
leaving and being threatened with 
custody, labelling it a ‘recipe for 
disaster’. 
      Mr Hardwick in particular has 
been quoted saying that if 
criminals were leaving secure 
accommodation for an 
unsupervised flat it was 
‘inevitable’ that they would 
reoffend. 
      These criticisms are backed 
up by a study which examined the 
prospects of 41 young offenders 
leaving prison for the first time, 

finding that a mere 13 had found 
stable accommodation prior to 
their release, and 3 were left 
completely homeless.  
     A follow up study one month 
later found 6 of the found 37 
back in custody and a 7th on the 
run, proving that without 
adequate care or job prospects, 
reoffending is a near certainty. 
Additionally these flaws within 
the system are not new, as in 
2006 a similar study called 
‘Out for Good’ was carried 
out, examining 86 offenders 
aged 18-20, which brought 
back similar results. 
     The care that Penelope 
Gibbs and Nick Hardwick are 
campaigning for will be 
beneficial to all. Miss Gibbs 
stresses that the care she 
believes young offenders need 
will not only assist the public 
by bringing down the number 
of repeat offences but is also 
desperately sought after by 
the offenders themselves, 

claiming that ‘all the teenagers 
wanted stable accommodation, a 
job and/or a training place on 
release,’ not wanting to return to 
a life of crime. 
     This is also backed up by a 
recent survey, asking young men 
what would stop them from 
committing a crime, to which 
55% said a secure job. 
     While the Government has 

retaliated by saying it will 
encourage councils to do more 
Mr Hardwick claims that the only 
solution to the ever recurring 
problem is a joint approach 
between government and 
external agencies. While adding it 
is essential we realise that 
‘vulnerable young people released 
from custody are children in 
need’. 

I 

W 

Strikes continue in Greece, as Strikes continue in Greece, as 
ministers out to ‘skin the ministers out to ‘skin the 

people alive’people alive’  



he man who for 
many became a 
symbol of the 
opposition to the 

wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 
died this June ending his 
decade-long peace camp in 
Parliament Square. Brian Haw, 
who started his camp in 
Parliament Square before the 
September 11th attacks in 
2001 in protest at sanctions 
against Iraq, died in Germany 
after battling lung cancer since 
September 2010. 
     Brian Haw’s principled 
stance against war became a 
thorn in the side of the 
establishment, with repeated 
laws and court cases 
attempting to end his protest. 
In 2005 New Labour included 
in the Serious Organised 
Crime and Police Act a 
requirement that all 
demonstrations in Parliament 
Square need police permission 
in attempt to remove the 
increasingly embarrassing 
protest. Nonetheless, Haw 
successfully convinced the 
courts that this did not apply 
to him retroactively and so his 
camp continued. 
     As others joined his camp 
the Metropolitan Police spent 
£27,000 sending 78 police 
officers in a dawn raid to 
remove some of his placards. 

He has also been arrested 
numerous times. In June of last 
year London Mayor Boris 
Johnson won a caught order 
evicting the protesters from 
Parliament Square on the basis 
that it was damaging to 
tourism and the site attracted 
vagrants. Undeterred, Brian 
Haw and his supporters 
moved their camp to the 
pavement. Left Labour MP 
Jeremy Corbyn has tabled an 
Early Day Motion in support 
of erecting a permanent 
memorial to Brian Haw in 
Parliament Square. 
     The peace camp in 
Parliament Square has been an 
important and principled stand 
against the imperialist wars of 
New Labour, continued by the 
ConDems. However, in order 
to mount an effective 
challenge to militarism we 
must reach out to as broad a 
section of the population as 
possible through community 
organisations and in the trade 
union movement. As deaths 
mount in Afghanistan and with 
British forces joining the 
attacks in Libya (two months 
of action having already cost 
£260 million) it is vital that this 
broad democratic movement 
exists to fight ongoing 
imperialist wars. 

ass protests are 
sweeping Spain in 
opposition to the 

stringent austerity measures 
being promoted by their 
Government.  
     ’Los indignados’ (the 
indignant) have occupied city 
squares (more than 10,000 
people in Madrid) and mounted 
huge demonstrations in 
opposition to the anti-popular 
cuts inspired by the EU.  
     The protests began on 15th 
May (hence the movement is 
dubbed 15-M) a week before 
local and regional elections in 
Spain. The first protest camp 
sprang up in Madrid as a public 
rejection of the Socialist Party 
government and its 
wholehearted implementation of 
cutbacks. 
     Unemployment in Spain 
currently stands at over 20%, 
40% of these being young 
people. Critics are claiming that 
this high unemployment and the 
economic crisis is general is 
down to restrictive labour 

market and as such wish to 
casualise the workforce. 
     While initially largely tolerant 
of the protests the police 
subsequently cracked down on 
them. The clearing of the square 
in Barcelona is being investigated 
by the Catalan ombudsman to 
ascertain if the violence infringed 
citizens’ rights. 
     The right wing Partido 
Popular made huge gains in the 
local elections winning pluralities 
or majorities in all the contested 
regions. Though clearly left in 
orientation the protesters called 
for spoiled ballots and 
abstentions as a rejection of the 
two party system. The United 
Left (which includes the 
Communist Party of Spain) 
welcomed the protests as a 
deepening of the political 
consciousness of the people, but 
lamented their inability to 
connect effectively with the 
protesters. Los indignados are 
anti-party political, having 
banned party banners and flags 
from their encampments.  
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SCOTLAND 

The dust from the elections to the 
Scottish Parliament on the 5th of 
May has well and truly settled. 
With no need to form alliances or 
broker deals, in an historic first 
for the Scottish Parliament itself, 
the Scottish National Party have 
formed a government which 
controls the Parliament with  an 
outright majority. 
     The 69 SNP MSPs give their 
government a substantial majority 
over the other parties: Labour 
with 37, the Tories with 15, the 
humiliated Liberal Democrats now 
have only 5 seats, the Greens with 
2 and the tenacious Margo 
MacDonald as the only 
independent. 
     The popular media has 
portrayed this electoral success, in 
part, as a result of Alex Salmond’s 
charismatic leadership. True 
enough this was of great benefit to 
the SNP campaign, in that Salmond 
provided an amiable and trusted 
figurehead to their campaign 
which featured many popular 
pledges and policies. 
     However there a variety of 
factors which were of far greater 
importance to the success of the 
SNP campaign. Indeed the support 
of much of the press, principally in 
the form of large media magnates 
namely from Murdoch's Sun, 

Newsquest's Herald and the 
Johnston Press, helped to 
popularise the SNP. 
     After the election the most 
frequently reported explanation 
for the SNP gains was the total 
collapse of the Lib-Dem vote, 
much of the remarkable swing the 
SNP experienced in various 
constituencies was a result Lib-
Dem voters turning to the SNP. 
This is emphasised by the fact that 
the Lib-Dems lost 25 deposits 
throughout Scotland, failing to 
secure 5% in so many seats puts 
into perspective how conclusively 
they were routed. The disastrous 
Lib-Dem defeat was explained by 
Nick Clegg who surmised: 
“Clearly what happened  was that 
in especially those parts of the 
country – Scotland, Wales, the 
great cities of the north, where 
there are real anxieties about the 
deficit reduction plans that we are 
having to put in place – we are 
clearly getting the brunt of the 
blame.” True enough it was the 
Lib-Dem betrayal of their pre-
election pledges and their 
commitment to the Tory cuts 
agenda which led to their 
trouncing in Scotland, and indeed 
Britain as a whole. 
     In contrast the apparent 
resilience of the Tory vote in 

Scotland is a result of the 
nature of the Conservative 
vote in the nation. Without 
exaggeration, any resentment 
caused by Con-Dem cuts 
only served to supplement 
the deep loathing in Scottish 
society for the Tories; hence 
it did little to affect their 
standing amongst wavering or 
switch voters. The defence of 
the relatively safe seats was 
possible as the Conservative 
vote is in places concentrated 
in small pockets of ‘torydom’. 
In such affluent areas Tory 
support is so ardent that 
austerity measures, one can 
imagine, would be met with 
much enthusiasm. 
     With regard to the 
success of the SNP the most 
significant reason was the 
abject failure of the Scottish 
Labour Party campaign.  The 
pre-election situation was in 
theory favourable for Labour, 
a Conservative government 
in Westminster pursuing a 
Thatcherite agenda and 
savage budget cuts.  This 
should have lead to the 
Scottish electorate voting for 
the, historically working class 
based and left of centre, 
Labour party in retaliation. 

The most 
significant 
reason for the 
SNP success 
was the abject 
failure of the 
Scottish Labour 
Party 

With the collapse of the Labour vote in Scotland and first outright win for the 
Scottish nationalists in the recent elections, YCL Scottish Organiser Johnnie 
Hunter explores what the results mean for Labour and Britain. 

DivergingDiverging  
nations?nations?  
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But they didn’t. 
     This has lead to the resignation 
of Scottish Labour leader Ian Gray. 
Yet it was not Gray’s leadership 
which was the principal flaw in the 
labour campaign, although it was 
notably lacklustre, at least compared 
to the ‘emphatic’ performance of 
Alex Salmond portrayed in the press 
sympathetic to the SNP. 
     The crucial aspect of the Labour 
campaign which caused them to lose 
the election was the Scottish party’s 
continuing adherence to the neo-
liberal New Labour doctrine. Many 
of the SNP’s policies presented 
them as the more progressive of 
Scotland’s two main social-
democratic parties. Naturally this 
was to their favour in a nation with 
deeply rooted egalitarian ideals. 
     This being said the SNP were 
extremely vulnerable on what was 
perhaps the most central issue of 
the election – the cuts. In the past 
the SNP have merely passed on any 
budget cuts to local government 
with little protest. Scotland being a 
country deeply concerned with and 
generally opposed to the cuts - a 
Labour Party in touch with its 
working class support would have 
sought to expose, challenge and 
exploit the weakness of this SNP 
stance. Instead the Labour Party’s 
dedication to neo-liberal economics 
lead them to offer scarcely even 
token resistance to the cuts. 
     The Scottish Labour Party fought 
a negative defensive campaign 
centred on knife crime and 
defending the union. These issues, 
although genuinely significant in 
themselves, simply failed to connect 
with voters who during the 
aftermath of the worst recession in 
living memory were principally 
concerned with the impact of the 
ConDem cuts. 
     In spite of Labour’s efforts to 
preserve, their failure of Labour and 

the SNP victory have caused the 
issue of Scottish independence to 
become far more prominent. Alex 
Salmond has greeted the SNP 
success as a “resounding vote of 
confidence” from the Scottish 
people. 
     However, whether it was a vote 
of confidence in the idea of Scottish 
independence is a less clear. For the 
SNP the independence referendum 
which they pledged in their first 
term in government but lacked the 
means to implement, and have 
promised again during this term is 
now possible. Salmond’s 
government has already suggested 
that any referendum may contain 
three options. Obviously full 
independence and no further 
devolution were to be featured but 
now a third option of greater 
economic powers for the Scottish 
Parliament has been proposed. 
     This being said, the chances of an 
early referendum are slim. Current 
polls indicate that only around a 
third of the Scottish population are 
in support of Scottish independence, 
hence the SNP government are not 
eager to call a referendum 
immediately. This is certainly an 
intelligent tactic. The presence of a 
neo-liberal Tory Government, not 
to forget their Lib-Dem pawns, in 
Westminster will allow them time 
to press a variety of constitutional 
issues in their ensuing term and 
exploit and divert popular opinion 
against the cuts, against a 
government with no mandate 
(particularly in Scotland which as a 
nation totally rejected the ConDem 
government more resolutely than 
any other) into the pro-
independence forum. 
     The budget cuts are still to be 
implemented in their entirety and 
their disastrous effects on Britain 
and Scotland are yet to be felt in 
earnest. One would expect that the 

SCOTLAND 

SNP will wait and attempt to 
harness, for their independence 
campaign, the increasing disdain 
for the ConDems as their 
ideological cuts hit Scotland 
particularly sorely as an area 
highly dependent on the public 
sector. 
     The Communist Party backed 
the return of a left wing Labour 
government, contradictory as 
that may seem. However 
Labour’s current dedication to 
neo-liberalism will clearly hinder 
any such attempt to recover 
from these defeats. For too long 
now in Scotland the Labour party 
has relied on their historical 
significance as a moderate 
‘socialist’ party, which has 
allowed them to secure mass 
working class support. The 
Scottish working class which in 
the past returned Labour to 
power in Scotland time and time 
again, has realised the Labour 
Party does not act in their 
interest. The Labour Party in 
Scotland imposed right wing 
policies in line with party bosses 
in London who seek to pander to 
a mythical ‘squeezed middle’, the 
SNP have exploited the 
discontent with Scottish Labour 
and replaced them as an 
ostensibly more acceptable 
moderately progressive social 
democratic force. 
     This being said it would be 
dangerous to view the SNP vision 
of ‘independence within Europe’ 
as a progressive or democratic 
ideal. The idea of an external 
power imposing stringent 
austerity measures with no 
mandate is familiar in a multitude 
of other EU countries. In 
countries such as Portugal, 
Ireland, Greece and Spain 
massive budgets cuts are also 
being by imposed external, 
unelected bodies in these 
instances the EU Central Bank 
and the IMF are responsible. 
Thus we can see the SNP vision 
to embrace the EU would lead to 
even greater to exposure to 
external control and exploitation. 
     After this election, it is 
fundamental that the Labour 
Party realise they have lost touch 
with their working class support. 
If in opposition they return to 
progressive ideals and policies 
and offer staunch resistance and 
a left alternative to the cuts, they 
will be able to recapture their 
traditional working class support. 

Current polls 
indicate that 
only around a 
third of the 
Scottish 
population are 
in support of 
Scottish 
independence 
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It’s MonopolyIt’s Monopoly  

Stupid!Stupid!  
Capitalism,Capitalism,  

With three quarters of a million workers involved in strike action over pensions 
YCL General Secretary George Waterhouse explains why we need a revolu-
tionary opposition to capitalism to beat this crisis. 
Hundreds of thousands of public 
sector workers went on strike 
on the 30th of June. Rallies-
thousands strong-took place in 
Britain’s towns and cities. In the 
spirit of March the 26th striking 
lecturers, teachers and civil ser-
vants were joined by other union 
members, uniformed off-duty 
firemen, students, pensioners, 
UK Uncut activists, socialists and 
communists.  
     Public opinion remained sup-
portive of the striker’s aims de-
spite the usual anti-union garbage 
by the bourgeois media. The fact 
that the peak cost of, what are 
very modest, public sector pen-
sions occurred many years ago 
and, with falling costs, and a huge 
surplus is forecast for nine years 
time the media have attacked 
‘gold-plated’ ‘unsustainable’ and 
‘unfair’ public sector pensions.  
     The imaginary divide between 
public sector and private sector 
workers is constantly being con-
structed in the nation’s press, 
with a race to the bottom atti-
tude justifying equalising public 
sector pensions to the pathetic 
levels of those in the private sec-
tor.  
     Larger unions such as UNI-
SON have stated intentions to 
ballot for industrial action to take 

place in an autumn of resistance. 
This action in the public sector 
to protect better pensions high-
lights the benefits of higher union 
density and demonstrates what 
could be achieved by workers in 
the public and private sectors if 
levels of militancy were in-
creased. 
     The Labour Party leadership’s 
condemnation of ordinary public 
sector workers fighting to pro-
tect their livelihoods highlights 
the fallacy of a perception of a 
break with New Labour and 
raises serious questions as to 
how far it is willing to go to sup-
port workers, with Ed Miliband 
even stating he expected his MPs 
to cross picket lines at Westmin-
ster. 
     There is a clear need to re-
build militant trade unionism in 
this country as a way of reversing 
the losses of the last three dec-
ades, to defeat government at-
tacks and to push forward in 
demanding decent jobs, housing 
and public services as a means by 
which to strengthen the broader 
struggle for a better society. This 
need stands in direct opposition 
to the dominance within the 
labour movement of illusions 
concerning the nature of the 
European Union and the ability of 

the leadership of the Labour 
Party to provide effective op-
position to government im-
posed austerity measures.  
     The brutal attack on the 
peoples of Spain, Ireland, Por-
tugal and most viciously, 
Greece, exposes the European 
Union as just an effective 
mechanism for imposing auster-
ity measures and enabling the 
capitalist monopolies to in-
crease their own control just as 
the International Monetary 
Fund is. The fact that Greece 
and Spain’s social democratic 
governments have been whole-
heartedly implementing these 
measures reminds us that, if 
they had won the last election, 
we would be facing the same 
attacks from a Labour govern-
ment. Indeed the Labour lead-
ership is only too eager to 
point this out as they cling to 
their mantra of ‘too far, too 
fast.’ 
     Until the labour movement 
develops an understanding of 
monopoly capitalism and 
adopts a clear strategy to break 
this control we cannot hope to 
defeat the attacks on our hard 
fought for social services or 
union rights, attacks which are 
endemic to capitalism. 

There is a clear 
need to rebuild 
militant trade 
unionism in this 
country as a 
way of 
reversing the 
losses of the last 
three decades 
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     Britain today is in the hands 
of the billionaires. They are the 
owners of the huge monopolies 
that swallow up and devour our 
nation. They own the banks and 

the other 

financial institutions; they own 
the armaments factories and 
other engineering industries: they 
own the aeroplanes, the trains 
and the other transport fran-
chises. They own the mobile 
phone companies, internet ser-

vice providers and 
other commu-

nications 
tech-

nology. They own the gas and 
electricity companies. Almost 
everything we use or need re-
quires a subsidy from us to them. 
We buy our groceries from their 
supermarkets; we rent places to 
live from their property manage-
ment companies or we pay inter-
est to their banks in order to 
take out a mortgage. We pay for 
these necessities of life from 
wages paid to us from them, 
wages that amount to only a 

percentage of the money 
they made off our time 

and effort.  
     These billionaires, 
these bloated mo-
nopolisers, not only 
own and control the 
means by which we 
work and live, but, 
in fact, own and 

control the news-
papers, the 

television sta-
tions and 
other media; 
they not only 
prime and 
frame the 
nation’s opin-
ion and politi-
cal debate, 
they control, 
by way of 
their vast 
economic 
clout, gov-
ernment 
itself. They 
are the pup-
pet master. 
They pull 
the strings. 
They use 
this power 
to increase 
their wealth 
and their 

em-

pires. And they get richer and 
richer-at our expense.  
     It is the competition between 
them that cause the race to the 
bottom in regards to wages and 
conditions and, at its most naked 
defiance against human reason, 
this leads to colonialism in order 
to control resources and reach 
ever higher levels of profit. This 
competition also facilitates the 
outbreak of imperialist war.  
     It is this drive for profit that 
causes the capitalist monopolies 
to turn everything into a com-
modity.  
     Robert Tressell wrote that 
“poverty is not caused by men 
and women getting married; it's 
not caused by machinery; it's not 
caused by "over-production"; it's 
not caused by drink or laziness; 
and it's not caused by “over-
population”. It's caused by Pri-
vate Monopoly. That is the pre-
sent system. They have monopo-
lised everything that it is possible 
to monopolise; they have got the 
whole earth, the minerals in the 
earth and the streams that water 
the earth. The only reason they 
have not monopolised the day-
light and the air is that it is not 
possible to do it.” Tressell goes 
on to suggest that, were it possi-
ble, the capitalists would build 
huge gasometers to draw up all 
the air, that we would then be 
compelled to buy back from 
them. That we would then see 
people with empty lungs collaps-
ing telling each other that it is 
not for the likes of them to ex-
pect to breath air, just as we 
accept that it is “their land”, 
“their property”, so we would all 
say that we cannot expect them 
to give “their air” out for free. 
And that if anyone dared smash a 
gasometer in order to release air 
for the community would imme-
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diately be set upon and dragged 
to the police station.  
     While this idea might seem 
farcical it is helpful in explaining 
how the capitalist monopoly 
controls our lives and that until 
this monopolistic control is 
fully understood and broken, a 
better society can never be 
realised.  
     Now of course Robert 
Tressel wrote his great work-
ing class novel at the turn of 
the twentieth century before 
the gains of the welfare state 
had been won. Strong, assertive 
unions, popular support for 
socialism and the experience of 
coming together as a nation to 
fight a great evil, together with 
the degree of central planning 
used in the economy during the 
Second World War ensured 
that the welfare state was ex-
panded to include the NHS, 
better housing, better educa-
tion, together with the nation-
alisation of industry and full 
employment as a top govern-
ment priority. This was 
achieved in face of the country 
being entirely broke, our cities 
damaged by years of bombing 
raids and our population 
blighted by combat. 
     Our welfare state was obvi-
ously a huge gain for the work-
ing class, yet the working class 
did not hold political and eco-
nomic power. The capitalist 
class remained in control of 
Britain and its government and 
industry, although they submit-
ted to the welfare state and the 
higher levels of taxation needed 
to pay for it, for a while.  
     The winning of reforms 
under capitalism, while not 
making any qualitative change 
to basic power relations, are 
necessary to alleviate the prob-
lems of poverty and inequality 
created by capitalism and, most 
importantly, they can forge 
together the very forces that 
will overthrow the capitalist 
monopolies. Successful cam-
paigns bring the labour move-
ment together, create organisa-
tional skills and demonstrate 
what people power can 
achieve.  

     The ruling class assault on 
young people has caused unem-
ployment among 16 to 24-year-
olds to hit record levels of over 
20%, almost one million young 
people are unable to secure em-
ployment. When found employ-
ment is increasingly temporary, 
casual and like all precarious 
work, low paid.  
     Students face increased finan-
cial pressures after the trebling of 
tuition fees and the scrapping of 
education maintenance allow-
ance, schools, colleges and uni-
versities face huge budget cuts 
meaning that students will effec-
tively pay more for a lower stan-
dard of education delivered by 
smaller numbers of teachers and 
lecturers. 
     Cuts to Connexions services 
are ensuring that young people 
suffering from personal/health/
social problems-exacerbated by 
this assault-will have less provi-
sion of education, employment, 
health and training support. 
     All this, including the switch 
from the retail price index to the 
consumer price index that fails to 
take into account housing and 
council tax costs resulting in 
lower rises in benefits and the 
minimum wage, is not some 
‘natural’ response to a crisis in 
which we are all in this together. 
It is another example of the capi-
talist class using its monopolistic 
control to increase its own 
wealth and power. Last year the 
1000 richest people in Britain 
increased their wealth by 18%, 
while the year before it had been 
a record 30%. Young workers 
and students in Britain are being 
forced to chase declining num-
bers of jobs and suffer worse 
conditions in employment while 
the rich are making obscene 
profits. 
     Despite the government’s 
insistence that all this is neces-
sary to reduce the deficit, they 
have reduced corporation tax to 
one of the lowest rates in the 
developed world-although the 
extent to which corporations are 
encouraged to hide their money 
in offshore tax havens means that 
tax is just not something our rich 
are expected to pay. Just as there 

are billions of pounds owed to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
including his own unpaid taxes, 
there are billions available for 
bombing raids on Libya and con-
tinuing the pointless war in Af-
ghanistan. We are also able to 
throw money down the drain 
holding a national referendum on 
a voting system no one wanted 
and in marrying two unelected 
members of the royal family at 
vast expense.  
     This is a crisis of capitalism 
that cannot be solved by minor 
reforms to the banking sector. 
The rhetoric that the nation is 
bankrupt is clearly being used in 
order to justify a ruling class 
assault on working people’s liveli-
hoods while merely serving to 
further inflate our bloated capi-
talist class. 
     There is a clear alternative to 
austerity measures that involves 
closing down tax havens and 
making the rich pay higher taxes, 
using this money to invest in the 
productive economy and create 
decent jobs and homes as a 
means by which to strengthen 
the broader struggle to defeat 
the capitalist monopolies and 
build a better society.  
      All young people must get 
more active in their local trade 
union branch, student union and 
anti-cuts campaign. Nothing can 
be changed unless we help build a 
movement to demand a stop to 
this attack on the people. We 
must help to raise levels of mili-
tancy and political activism. We 
must also realise that the best 
way to achieve this is by support-
ing and building the Communist 
Party and Young Communist 
League. 
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You could be forgiven 
for not knowing about 
the free trade deal 
currently being 
thrashed out by the 
EU and India. Hardly a 
word has been raised in 
opposition - mainly because 
the talks are going on 
behind closed doors. 
Yet if passed into law it 
will have devastating conse-
quences for workers in 
Britain and India, espe-
cially young people.  
     The deal will repre-
sent a huge coup for 
Britain's coalition govern-
ment on behalf of monop-
oly finance capital.  
     It is central to the gov-
ernment's project to re-
mould the British 
economy as a cheap 
labour platform for 
outside investors, 
especially for financial 
services  
     Tellingly, one of David 
Cameron's first acts as PM 
was to lead a high-
profile business dele-
gation to India, once the 
crown jewel of the British 
Empire and today a rap-
idly developing mass 
market with an English-
speaking middle class.  
     This EU-India deal is 
tailor-made to pursue the British 
government's agenda. It aims to se-
cure big business access to the In-
dian economy and the employment 
of India's highly skilled IT, technical 

and financial personnel in Britain at minimum rates of 
pay and without collective bargaining protec-

tion.  
     Key EU demands are the lib-

eralisation of the Indian financial 
services sector and the en-

forcement of intellectual 
property rights - in 
particular in its 
pharmaceutical 

industry which pro-
duces the great bulk 

of generic medicines for 
the Third World.  

     The EU also 
wants to see pro-
curement rules 
that channel Indian 
public spending 

into transnational 
corporations as well 

as what is called 
“investor protec-
tion,” which would 

allow transnationals 
to sue the Indian 
government if it 
makes a decision 
that is not in their 
interests.  
     The Indian 
government's sin-

gle key demand 
is Mode 4 ac-

cess to the EU. 
Mode 4 is a 

World Trade Organi-
sation provision which allows trans-

nationals registered with one trading part-
ner to transfer labour at existing rates of 

pay and terms of employment 
to work temporarily within the 

company in the other trading 
partner.  

‘Free’ trade‘Free’ trade  
in the coloniesin the colonies  

YCL International Secretary Mick Carty shines a light on Britain and 
the EU’s trade links with India. 
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     To put it crudely, if the deal 
is agreed the City of London 
will get its hands on India's vast, 
localised and protected banking 
sector. Its thousands of rela-
tively small state-based banks 
will be quickly swallowed by big 
British and London-based US 
banks. 
     British, German and French 
pharmaceutical monopolies will 
see their global position se-
cured and the big EU-based 
utility companies will get access 
to all Indian public expenditure.  
     At the same time, Mode 4 
will be used by the British com-
panies moving into the Indian 
market to secure temporary 
transfers of highly skilled Indian 
workers to Britain. This means 
social dumping, job cuts and an 
ever diminishing skill set in Brit-
ain. Little wonder then that 
Indian trade unionists are de-
manding opposition on an inter-
national scale.  
     On May 1st CH Venkatacha-
lam, the general secretary of 
India's largest bank workers' 
union AIBEA, stated that 
“allowing full voting rights for 
foreign direct investors in 
banks, increased FDI/Foreign 
Institutional Investors invest-
ment limit in banking sector, 
higher FDI limit in insurance 
sector are some of the major 
challenges which the bank em-
ployees cannot afford to ig-
nore.” He went on to appeal to 
trade unionists to unite to op-
pose any move towards privati-
sation by the government.  

     While one side of the deal is 
affecting workers in India, Mode 
4 will be used by British compa-
nies moving into the Indian mar-
ket to secure temporary trans-
fers of highly skilled Indians to 
Britain as a low-cost alternative 
to local workers.  
     The impact of the EU-India 
Free Trade Agreement on Brit-
ain's youth will be especially 
pronounced, in particular with 
regard to graduate employment 
and apprenticeship schemes. 
Research by the Centre for 
Economics and Business Re-
search found that about 40 per 
cent of last year's graduates 
were employed below their skill 
level six months after gradua-
tion - up from about 30 per 
cent four years earlier. It pre-
dicted that this figure would 
rise to 55 per cent by the time 
the current batch of final-year 
students graduate.  
     Future generations in Britain 
face growing barriers to becom-
ing a graduate at all due to 
fewer courses and a massive 
rise in tuition fees. And all this 
comes following decades of 
planned destruction of British 
industry and the subsequent 
steady decline in the opportuni-
ties for young people to under-
take an apprenticeship.  
     The issue of immigration 
poses a major challenge for 
internationalists and the labour 
movement. Internationalism 
rests on the free co-operation 
of independent sovereign nation 
states. The response of the 

The impact of 
the EU-India 
Free Trade 
Agreement 
on Britain's 
youth will be 
especially 
pronounced, 
in particular 
with regard to 
graduate 
employment 
and appren-
ticeships 

British progressive and labour 
movement must be based upon 
the same principle, which is 
directly undermined by this free 
trade deal.  
     Britain's working class can-
not view this agreement solely 
in terms of the domestic labour 
market. This would be to ignore 
the role of British imperialism. 
Nor can it be limited to con-
sulting with other European 
trade unions. This would be to 
ignore EU imperialism. Rather, 
our national institutions - the 
trade unions - must look to 
their counterparts in India and 
establish a common front 
against a deal which is detri-
mental to workers as a whole.  
     The coalition government is 
supposedly committed to re-
ducing net migration on an an-
nual basis, which is the over-
arching agenda of the UK Bor-
der Agency (UKBA). But this 
pledge has clearly been silently 
scrapped in order to appease 
the British financial monopolies 
and provide cheap skilled labour 
to monopolies in other sectors. 
UKBA targets are designed to 
stoke ethnic division, while 
Mode 4 is designed to import 
cheap labour.  
     It is not clear whether Par-
liament will even be asked to 
discuss the issue before it be-
comes binding. This free trade 
deal presents a clear opportu-
nity to the labour movement to 
expose the coalition, as well as 
highlighting and exploiting the 
tensions between the domestic 
ruling class and the EU Com-
mission.  
     And the stakes are high: the 
deal as it stands contains no 
mechanism by which it could be 
revised. Even if one was in-
cluded it would need the agree-
ment of all parties to amend or 
dissolve it. This means that the 
outcome of the current discus-
sions will effectively become 
permanent.  
     It won't just mean a tempo-
rary distortion of the British 
labour market. After all, why 
train young workers in Britain 
when a reserve army of skilled 
graduates, bonded to their em-
ployer and without enforceable 
rights, is readily available? 
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What’s theWhat’s the  

Recent events in the Mid West of the United States have shown reminded us of the oft 
forgotten historical militancy of the American working class. Former Wisconsin resident Jon 
Leyer explains the situation. 
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     Seeing banners that read, 
“WISCONSIN EGYPT LIBYA 
LONDON” while marching on 
the 26th of March definitely 
stroked my Milwaukee pride, but 
few people – even those back 
home – are aware of the legacy of 
which this struggle is a part. It is 
true that the American working 
class has been distracted by race 
relations,  however,  the idea that 
we are not class conscious or 
engaged in the class war does not 
hold true when history and 
current events are examined. 
     After being made a state in 
1848, the first waves of European 
immigration came from Germany, 
Poland, and Scandinavia bringing 
with them burgeoning socialist 
ideas.  Some areas were 
completely settled by working 
people with no bourgeois or 
government interference. Jones 
Island is a perfect example; 
although it is located in the centre 
of Milwaukee it was not a part of 
the city. The island was settled in 
the early 1850’s by mostly 
German and Kashubian 
immigrants who created a 
prosperous fishing town. All land 
and buildings were owned by the 
immigrants; schools and 
government services were 

provided by the people. The 
dream ended in the 1940’s when a 
Democrat mayor acquisitioned 
the land and forced the people off 
to make way for a shipping port. 
Jones Island is now looked back 
on as a worker’s paradise and a 
foundation in our culture. 
     Organised labour has long 
roots in the mid-west states and 
in 1865 Molders Union Local 125 
- the nation’s first modern trade 
union - was formed in Milwaukee. 
Unionism spread like wildfire and 
this entire magazine would not 
have room to list the number of 
strikes that followed. This 
exploded on May Day 1886 when 
7,000 builders joined with 5,000 
Polish labourers who had 
organised to strike against their 
employers for the eight-hour day. 
Strikers marched through the city 
increasing their numbers to 
14,000 and culminated at the 
Milwaukee Iron Company in Bay 
View on May 3rd. Republican 
Governor Jeremiah M. Rusk 
ordered 250 National Guardsmen 
to “shoot to kill” strikers 
attempting to enter the iron mill. 
On May 5th workers marched on 
the mill and were fired upon; 
seven people including one child 
were killed. The event was named 

the Bay View Massacre and paved 
the way for the development of 
the Socialist Party in Wisconsin. 
     Preceded by "Fighting Bob" La 
Follette's Progressive Party, the 
Socialist Party was founded in 
Milwaukee in 1897. Our politics 
were dominated by Socialists for 
the next 70 years. Milwaukee is 
the only city in the United States 
to have three socialist mayors 
(Emil Seidel [1910-12] Daniel 
Hoan [1916-40] and Frank Zeidler 
[1948-60]). This gave way to the 
development of the nation’s first 
public transportation system using 
buses, a massive parks system, a 
public works department, the 
cleaning up of rife political 
corruption and experiments in 
socially owned industry, food 
distribution, and housing. Zeidler 
was a staunch supporter of the 
civil rights movement and when 
the African American population 
tripled in Milwaukee during the 
1950’s his opponents exploited his 
morals. He credited his bad health 
and the race issue for not running 
re-election 1960. As minority 
populations grew within the city 
many conservative Anglo 
Americans moved to the suburbs - 
a phenomenon known as “white 
flight”. 
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     Now fast forward to the 21st 
century. A young Scott Walker 
was elected for state assembly in 
a special election representing 
Wauwatosa - a suburb of 
Milwaukee - after being 
overwhelmingly defeated by 
Gwen Moore when running for 
the same office in a 
predominately African American 
district. His campaign was based 
on welfare reform, opposition to 
public transportation, pro-life 
legislation, a bill that ended the 
practice of taking time off 
prisoners' sentences for good 
behaviour and called for a law to 
reform labour disputes of public 
sector workers. How could 
someone like this be elected you 
ask? Well it's pretty easy when 
the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel 
(the state's largest newspaper) 
not only gave favourable 
coverage, but also funded his 
campaign. 
     In 2002 he was elected 
County Executive of Milwaukee 
in another special election. By 
giving back half his salary to the 
county, he assumed the moral 
authority to make budget cuts 
and criticise the wages of all 
county employees - even street 
cleaners. Over his eight years in 
office, he greatly damaged the 
public bus system, laid off 20% of 
county employees, and reduced 
the deficit by 10% even though 
overall spending rose by 35%. 
     Walker's  2010 campaign for 
governor included rolling back on 
capital gains and income tax for 
top earners, and cutting state 
employee wages and benefits to 
help pay for the tax cuts claiming 
that it would open more money 
for big business to create 250,000 

jobs. He also campaigned heavily 
for social issues claiming to be 
“100% pro-life”, meaning that he 
is against abortion even in cases 
where the woman and child's life 
are threatened, rape and incest. 
He is against sex education in 
public schools that is not 
abstinence only, and opposes 
state support for clinical services 
that provide birth control and 
testing and treatment of STD's to 
under 18's without parental 
consent.  He also supports the 
right of pharmacists to refuse to 
fill prescriptions for 
contraceptives on religious 
grounds and opposes human 
embryonic stem cell research. 
Walker's running mate, Rebecca 
Kleefisch compared same-sex 
marriage to marrying a dog, table, 
or a clock – making national news 
in the campaign. 
     He took very little time from 
taking office in January 2011 to 
lead Republican state 
representatives to introduce a 
budget bill which included anti-
union legislation and a tax cut for 
big businesses that would cost 
the state $67 million yearly (£42 
million). The Bill would have 
eliminated collective bargaining 
rights for public workers on 
everything except for wages and 
demanded additional 
contributions to their health care 
plans and pensions, amounting to 
roughly an 8% decrease in the 
workers’ take home pay. Union 
members would also no longer 
be able to have dues 
automatically deducted from their 
pay-checks. Unions would also be 
distracted by having to win votes 
by workers every year to 
continue representation. 

Meanwhile less than 
one third of 
Wisconsin 
corporations pay 
any state taxes and 
the state has lost 
50% of its corporate 
tax revenue since 
1981. 
     After announcing 
the proposed 
budget, Walker 
stated that he was 
prepared to call the 
National Guard and 
other state agencies 
to prevent 
disruption - sound 
familiar? On 15th 
February a 

demonstration began in Madison 
and lasted for six days without 
stop. Two days in, all 14 of the 
Democratic Party's state 
representatives fled to 
neighbouring Illinois preventing 
the required number of 
representatives present to hold a 
vote. For those who are not 
educated in the American 
government structure, we have a 
three branch system in national 
and state bodies that is loosely 
based on the English system. The 
legislative branch (state 
representatives, senators, 
congressmen) writes and passes 
bills that are voted on and 
published becoming laws, the 
executive branch (governor, 
president) enforces the laws and 
the judicial branch (state court, 
supreme court) reviews the laws. 
The three branches continually 
check and balance each other 
preventing dominance by one 
group. State Judge Maryann Sumi 
issued a court order on 18th 
March to prevent the Bill from 
being published  while it's 
legalities were being reviewed by 
the court. On 26th March the 
republican members of the state 
senate published the bill 
regardless. Judge Sumi struck 
down the budget on 26th May 
citing that it was in violation of 
not having fulfilled the public 
meetings required by the state. 
     Since then governor Walker 
has attempted to push bills 
voiding paid sick leave laws in 
Milwaukee, anti-immigrant 
legislation similar to the Arizona 
bill forcing people to have to 
prove that they are not illegal 
immigrants at a police officer’s 
demand, and a segregationist style 
law that would require photo 
identification at polls (during the 
2000 and 2006 presidential 

elections in Florida, many African-
Americans were refused the vote 
on grounds that their ID photo 
resembled that of a felon banned 
from voting). The Republican 
political agenda is blatantly fascist. 
     Throughout the 19th century 
and the first half of the 20th 
century the struggles of union 
workers and Marxists brought 
the working class to a position in 
western nations where the evils 
of capitalism could no longer be 
seen directly in their lives. And 
beginning in the 60's and 
continuing until 2010 fascism had 
found a way to divide American 
workers through the privately 
owned media - first with race 
relations, then with religious 
extremism, and finally with 
immigration. The lack of fight and 
the division paved the way for 
Reaganomic assaults on our 
working class and military assaults 
on the working class of other 
nations. That was until Walker 
found the tipping point. In the last 
four months there have been 
mass-protests the likes of which 
have not been seen in Wisconsin 
since the 1960's. Union 
membership has risen and class-
consciousness is once again clear 
due to the discovery of Walker's 
sponsorship by the Koch 
brothers. The trickle-down/we’re 
all in this together style theories 
have disappeared and the fight is 
once again on. Comrade Ann 
Fields said in her address to the 
Communist Party of Britain's 
London District aggregate on 
February 12th that the human 
rights struggle of the 21st century 
will be the worker's right to 
strike and I thank Scott Walker 
for striking the match that lit the 
fire in Wisconsin. 
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The philosophical underpinning 
of Marxism-Leninism is referred 
to as "dialectical-materialism”. 
Dialectical-Materialism is, to put 
it simply, the method which we 
use to develop a scientific 
analysis of the world and 
everything that resides within 
the material universe. 
In order to understand what 
role dialectics plays in Marxist-
Leninist theory we must 
understand what Materialism is 
and how the two are 
connected. In his Theses on 
Feuerbach, Engels describes the 
materialist method as: “to 
comprehend the world - nature 
and history - just as it presents 
itself to everybody who 
approaches it free from 
preconceived idealist fancies”. 
Lenin in Materialism and Empirio-
Criticism explained that “the 
fundamental premise of 
materialism is the recognition of 
the external world, of the 
existence of things outside and 
independent of our mind”. 
     The term dialectics was used 
by the Ancient Greeks to refer 
to a style of debating in which a 
philosopher would expose the 
contradictions in an opponent's 
argument then overcome them. 
Dialectics in the sense in which 
we use it has a wider definition. 
It is as Lenin put it, the "study of 
the contradiction within the 
essence of things". 
     Whilst dialectics and indeed 
materialism as philosophical 
concepts have been commonly 
used for centuries its 
development as a means to 
understanding the world in the 

sense that Marxists use it today, 
really lie in the eighteenth 
century. These materialists were 
heavily influenced by the major 
scientific advances of their era 
which were primarily in the 
mechanical and chemical 
sciences, as is to be expected in 
the early stages of the industrial 
revolution. The biological 
sciences were only examined 
and explained in terms of 
mechanical causes and because 
the majority of scientific study 
and thought at the time only 
examined the world as a 
collection of static objects taken 
apart from their 
‘interconnectedness’, scientific 
understanding was limited and 
did not deal with the origin or 
development of processes. 
These problems were reflected 
in the limitations of the 
materialism of the time. 
     To a certain extent this 
limitation was inevitable. To 
paraphrase Engels, "it was 
necessary to examine things 
before it was possible to 
examine the processes. You 
first have to know what a 
particular thing is before you 
can observe the changes going 
on in connection with it.” The 
development of the natural, 
biological sciences in the 19th 
Century allowed the scientific 
study of processes, of the origin 
and development of these things 
and of their interconnectedness. 
Dialectical Materialism is the 
reflection, in philosophy, of this 
scientific revolution and its first 
essential premise is that all 
things must be studied in the 

context of their 
interconnectedness and 
interdependencies. 
     We know thanks to rigorous 
scientific investigation that our 
world is made up of matter in 
motion. All matter from the 
most complex biological life 
forms right down to the 
smallest sub-atomic particle, is 
in motion. At the same time, all 
matter contains contradictory 
sides. It is the development and 
balance of forces in these 
contradictions which drive 
forward its motion. If we take 
for example, a seed, which from 
the very beginning of its 
existence, contains a 
contradiction. Deep within a 
seed is the beginnings of a new 
plant which, in time, will devour 
the nutrients that make up the 
rest of the seed. Thus the plant 
from the seed negates the seed 
itself, resolving the 
contradiction. 
     There are several general 
rules which we need to highlight 
that govern the development of 
contradictions in nature. It must 
be emphasised that these are 
very general rules which pick 
out important features of 
dialectical development. They 
are true because they occur in 
the natural world. 
     The first general rule is that 
quantitative changes can lead to 
qualitative changes and vice-
versa. Tiny, imperceptible 
changes in quantity can lead to 
changes in the fundamental 
nature of things. If we look at 
the periodic table, we can see 
these at work. All elements are 

made up of protons, neutrons 
and electrons. A simple change 
in the number of one of these 
sub-atomic particles can 
completely change the 
substance. Similarly, a 
quantitative change in the 
temperature of an amount of 
water can lead to a qualitative 
change from a solid, to a liquid, 
to a gas and back again. This 
pattern is present in many 
natural and social processes. 
     The next rule concerns 
negation. When we think of 
something being negated we 
might consider it to be the end 
of a process. However, 
dialectically, every end is also a 
beginning. When a contradiction 
is resolved by the negation of 
one part by the other, the 
negating part carries within it its 
own negation, the beginnings of 
a new contradiction. This is 
what is referred to as the 
negation of the negation. This is 
not simply a return to the 
original phase but a progression 
to something higher, which may 
contain elements of both the 
original and its negation but 
which is entirely new in essence. 
This is of course most easily 
seen in nature in the processes 
of sexual reproduction and 
evolution, but this is also true of 
many economic and social 
processes. 
     Dialects are an essential 
component to Dialectical-
Materialism, the means by which 
as Marxists, we can study the 
world around us and, in doing 
so, inform our revolutionary 
theory and practice. 
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The birth of the 1930s brought 
fresh opportunities for Britain's 
young Communists as we cov-
ered in last article in the 1920s 
the YCL had by and large failed 
to break out of its inner-party 
ghetto. By the turn of the new 
decade the conditions had 
changed which allowed for the 
growing YCL to capitalise on 
opportunities created out of the 
third period of the Communist 
International commonly known 
as ‘Class against Class’. Third 
period politics classified Social 
Democracy as ‘Social Fascism’. 
Fascist Parties in the late ‘20s 
had been characterised by and 
large by an economic pro-
gramme which advocated state 
managed capitalism and triparti-
tism/corporatism (industrial 
conflict superseded by coopera-
tion between labour, capital and 
the state), and in parts of 
Europe Social-Democratic gov-
ernments were at the forefront 

of suppressing Communist and 
working class forces. This sec-
tarian and fundamentally flawed 
analysis proved to be immensely 
popular in particular with young 
Communists in Britain. Those 
people who have not experi-
enced the long years of isolation 
in various Marxist parties prior 
to the formation of the CP, 
who had no experience of op-
erating as a Marxist within the 
Labour Party during its early 
years. 
     A YCLer’s entire experience 
of labour movement politics in 
the ‘20s was coloured by: firstly 
the betrayal by the first majority 
Labour government under Ram-
sey MacDonald, who formed a 
national government with the 
Tories and implemented brutal 
policies that hit the working 
class hardest, in response to the 
economic crisis triggered by the 
1929 Wall Street crash; sec-
ondly the betrayal by the TUC 
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It was during 
the fight 
against fascism 
in Britain and 
the rest of 
Europe when 
the YCL really 
came into its 
own 
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¡No Pasaran!¡No Pasaran!  
Continuing our celebration of the YCL’s history Anthony Gallacher looks back 
at the struggle against fascism in the 1930s. 

leadership of the 1926 gen-
eral strike; and thirdly the 
expulsion of Communists 
from individual membership 
of the Labour Party (although 
affiliation to the Labour Party 
from the CP was continually 
rebuffed by successive Labour 
Party conferences, individual 
Communists were allowed to 
be members and hold office 
in the Labour Party) as well 
the continued persecution of 
Communist activists in indi-
vidual trade unions. And so a 
left turn which directly con-
fronted the supremacy of 
reformist ideas in the labour 
movement alongside a con-
certed effort to build inde-
pendent Communist activity 
became a boon for the YCL. 
     Arguably the sectarian 
politics which dominated the 
Class against Class period in 
the British party already had 
roots in the fledgling YCL. 
From its formation, the YCL 
saw itself as “the only organi-
sation needed to organise 
young workers”. Even whilst 
individual Communist MPs 
were being elected under the 
Labour ticket, the YCL had 
no appetite with the youth 
structures of the Labour 
Party or the Independent 
Labour Party (the ILP and its 
international affiliates were 
referred to as the part of the 
2nd and a Half (or Vienna) 
International, being midway 
between the reformist, social
-democratic Second Interna-
tional and the revolutionary, 
Communist Third Interna-
tional, though later it did 
merge with the Second Inter-
national). Although the action 
around the General Strike 
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forced YCL activists to work 
with others in certain locali-
ties, this sectarian attitude 
persevered in relation to 
other left forces, and was 
particularly pronounced in 
the YCLs attitude to the 
mass organisations of Young 
People. Consequently the 
differences in programme, 
form and even cadreship be-
tween the Party and YCL was 
non-existent with both ac-
cepting the YCL’s role as the 
“reserve of the Party”.  
     It was somewhat contra-
dictory then that it was the 
advent of the third period 
and the stepping up of inde-
pendent Communist activity 
in which the YCL began for 
the first time to assert itself 
as an independent organisa-
tion, launching Challenge in 
1930, establishing an indus-
trial base in the pits of South 
Wales & Lanarkshire and the 
factories of Manchester & 
Glasgow.  
     But it was during the fight 
against fascism in Britain and 
the rest of Europe when the 
YCL really came into its own. 
The call from the Third Inter-
national in 1936 to rally 
Communists and workers 
from across the world in 
practical solidarity with the 

democratically elected Social-
ist and Republican Spanish 
government against the rebel-
lion by fascist forces loyal to 
General Franco, found a re-
ceptive audience amongst the 
British working class. The 
YCL and Communist Party in 
Britain rose to the call of the 
Third International forming 
the British & Irish battalion 
which saw action in the infa-
mous battles of Jarama, 
Aragon and Ebro. In total 
more than 2,200 volunteers 
(the true scale may never be 
fully known due to the at-
tempt by the British govern-
ment to prevent travel to 
Spain and enlistment in the 
Brigades, recent figures show 
that MI5 were watching 4000 
people in connection with 
travelling to Spain) went from 
England, Scotland and Wales 
to fight to defend the Spanish 
republic against Franco and 
the fascist forces sent by 
Mussolini and Hitler. More 
than half of the volunteers in 
the British Battalion were 
Communists, as well as more 
than half of the 533 who 
were killed in action. 
     The YCL in Britain not 
only organised and sent vol-
unteers to fight and die for 
Spain and Democracy but 

also launched into unprece-
dented levels of activity or-
ganising solidarity work in 
Britain itself, providing medi-
cal and other aid to Spain. 
The YCL initiated the Spanish 
Youth Food campaign in De-
cember 1936 collecting more 
than 100 tons of food, filling 
29 ships that were sent to 
the Spanish Republic. Young 
Communists across the 
country organised big and 
small in this unprecedented 
level of activity. A YCLer in 
West Ham managed to col-
lect 50 tins of milk, 35 
pounds of sugar and 20 tins 
of coffee by taking his wheel-
barrow round working class 
homes in the space of just 
two hours, and similar re-
ports came in from across 
the country. 
     The unprecedented level 
of activity and heroic sacri-
fices in defence of Spain gar-
nered Communists in Britain 
an unprecedented level of 
respect, but the struggle 
against “the open terroristic 
dictatorship of the most reac-
tionary circles of monopoly 
capital” as Bulgarian Commu-
nist Georgi Dimitrov charac-
terised Fascism at the Sev-
enth World Congress of the 
Comintern, also found its 

YCL Brigaders: 
 
William McGuire 
 
McGuire was a Branch Secre-
tary of the Dundee Young 
Communist League (YCL) who 
died in Spain. He was a radio 
engineer and a member of the 
Shop Assistants' Union and 
delegate to the Trades & La-
bour Council, McGuire left for 
Spain in January 1937 and died 
on February 28th, 1938. 
     His death was minuted at a 
Dundee Trades & Labour 
Council Executive meeting of 
March 17th 1937. A letter of 
condolence was sent to his 
mother and a minute silence 
held at full meeting of the 
council on March 24th.  He 
was one of three Dundee bri-
gaders honoured at a memo-
rial meeting on April 4th which 
was reported in the Dundee 
Courier the following day. 
     In a letter to the Depend-
ants Aid Committee, 
McGuire's mother wrote; 
“Many thanks for the photo-
graph of my dear son's grave. I 
hope the day is not far away 
when I shall be able to go and 
see his last resting place. That 
day will be when his comrades 
have swept the Fascist mur-
derers out of Spain. My family 
are happy to know that Willie 
and his comrades are not for-
gotten.” 
     William McGuire became a 
heroic figure to Dundonians, 
never more so that when he 
was immortalised by Harry 
Pollitt, who often spoke and 
wrote of meeting Brigaders 
who were badly wounded and 
in field hospitals in Spain. Of 
William McGuire, who Pollitt 
met as he lay dying of wounds 
sustained in the battle of 
Jarama, he went on record as 
saying: “Another chap, a mem-
ber of the YCL in Dundee, was 
obviously dying. He asked me 
for a pencil and paper, and 
wrote this little note: 'Please 
send my watch to my mother. 
Long Live the YCL!'.” 
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expression in Britain, in the 
mass sustained mobilisation 
of ordinary workers against 
our own ‘little Hitler’ Sir 
Oswald Mosley and his Brit-
ish Union of Fascists. The 
BUF had emerged in 1933, 
Mosley himself was in fact a 
former Labour Party minister 
(which perhaps leads some 
credence to the Class Against 
Class line). Among the back-
ers for the BUF was the 
owner and proprietor of the 
day Daily Mail Lord Rother-
mere. The infamous front 
page “Hurrah for the Black 
Shirts” which trumpeted 
Mosley’s ‘common sense’ and 
the successful preservation of 
capitalism and the smashing 
of Communist forces in Italy, 
Germany and other parts of 
central Europe shows just 
how intimate Britain's ruling 
classes flirtation with fascism 
was. Indeed even well into 
the Second World War influ-
ential members of the British 
ruling class continued to sup-
port Nazi Germany, the infa-
mous Cliveden Set conspir-
acy was only exposed thanks 
to the efforts of the Commu-
nist Party’s Daily Worker.  
     But returning to the BUF 
and the Battle of Cable 
Street, which this year cele-
brates its 75th anniversary, 
was not the first successful 
mobilisation against Moseley’s 
forces. For several years 
young Communists in par-
ticular had been working in 
the East End of London, Man-
chester, Glasgow and work-
ing class communities across 
the country. In 1934 more 
than 150,000 people had 
turned out for a counter-
demonstration to a BUF rally 
in Hyde Park, following the 
savage beating of antifascist 
protesters at the infamous 
Olympia rally. 
     Mosley's most humiliating 
defeat came on Sunday 4th 
October 1936. The fascist 
plan to march through the 
predominantly Jewish East 
End of London, pausing and 
holding several rallies along 
the way was provocative 
enough to successfully mobi-

lise every section of the com-
munity – Jew and gentile. The 
BUF was utterly crushed in 
Cable Street by a huge 
throng of workers mobilised 
by the Communist Party and 
Young Communist League, 
supported by the ILP and 
other socialists and progres-
sives. 
     Mounted police charged 
with batons flying at the as-
sembled crowds of anti-
fascists in desperate efforts 
to clear the way for the BUF 
in their paramilitary uniforms. 
But 300,000 anti-fascists 
blocked every possible route 
through the East End of Lon-
don, overturning trams and 
raising barricades. Many of 
the arrested demonstrators 
received harsh treatment at 
the hands of the police and 
several were sent to prison 
with hard labour. 
     An important factor in the 
Party and YCL’s ability to 
mobilise large numbers of 
people in London, Birming-
ham and elsewhere was its 
growing work among tenants. 
In particular, women such as 
Jessie Eden and Ella Donovan 
played a prominent part 
alongside Bob Graves and 
'Tubby' Rosen in ferocious 
battles against 'decontrolled' 
tenancies, rack-renting, in-
sanitary conditions, evictions 
and the other features of 
slum landlordism. Stepney 
Communist councillor (and 
later MP) Phil Piratin ex-
plained how this campaigning 
undermined the fascists in his 
classic book, Our Flag Stays 
Red.  
     The Battle of Cable Street 
did not see the end of anti-
fascist activity in Britain, far 
from it, but it did signal the 
abandonment by the ruling 
class of a British form of fas-
cism headed by Mosley as a 
viable method of defeating 
socialism.  
 

The YCL is organising alongside 
the Communist Party, trade 
unions and community organisa-
tions, commemorative events to 
celebrate the 75th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Cable Street on 
Sunday 2nd October. 

YCL Brigaders: 
 
Clem Beckett 
 
Even Before the International Brigades had been formed. Chal-
lenge announced that: "The Young Communist League of Brit-
ain lowers its banners to three of its members - Sidney Avner, 
Ray Cox and Frank Messer - killed while defending democracy 
in Spain. On Christmas Day 1936, in University City, Madrid, 
our comrades fell fighting Fascism." 
     Clem Beckett was a famous speedway driver. The mo-
torsport was incredibly popular amongst young working class 
people in the 1930s and Beckett was highly regarded in the 
sport. 
     Born in 1906, Beckett was a member of the YCL and CP 
in Oldham. His trade was that of a blacksmith but, faced with 
victimisation and depression after the late 1920s, he started 
riding the `Dome of Death’ at fairgrounds. So, stunning and 
confident was his mastery of this feat that, in no short time he 
had became famous as `Dare Devil Beckett’, the man who 
rode the Wall of Death. He was a key force in setting up a 
union for speedway riders. 
     On March 30th 1929, Beckett started work with two 
other speedway stars (Spencer 'Smoky' Stratton and Jimmy 
Hindle) to open Sheffield's first speedway track - it is one of 
the few still open and is highly popular even today. It was only 
the fifth such venture in the country. Beckett now shone as 
the star of the new Owlerton Stadium, winning the golden 
helmet in front of 15,000 spectators, whereas even with a 
renaissance in the sport only a few thousand would now turn 
out. 
     Clem Beckett's oldest friend, George Sinfield, later to be 
the Industrial Correspondent of the Daily Worker, wrote of 
him: “I knew Clem well. He stayed with me when visiting Lon-
don. Beneath his leather jacket beat a heart of gold. It was a 
heart that throbbed in rhythm with the struggle of the work-
ing people. When news of his death reached speedway fans, 
they saw their idol in a new role. When Clem joined the In-
ternational Brigade, he became friends with a young poet and 
novelist, Christopher Sprigg [pen name Caudwell] . . . They 
died together. They sacrificed their lives during the epic battle 
of Arganda Bridge on February 12, 1937. Clem and Chris 
were posted at a vital point. They faced innumerable odds 
artillery, planes, and howling Moors throwing hand-grenades. 
Their section was ordered to retire. Clem and Chris kept 
their machine-gun trained on the advancing fascists, as a cover 
to the retreat. The advance was halted, but Clem and Chris . . 
. lost their lives.” (Challenge, April 15th 1950) 
     Beckett's machine gun jammed as he was trying to keep 
open the Valencia- Madrid road, with the result that the posi-
tion was overwhelmed by Fascist troops and he and all of his 
comrades were wiped out. Beckett’s death was front page 
news in some cities in Britain and many were surprised that 
he had even gone to fight in Spain. There’s a sense in which 
Beckett is more representative of the daring young men of 
the International Brigades than the false image of pale poets 
that is sometimes offered up. Working class young men in the 
wake of the General Strike and mass unemployment did sur-
prising things, not only to make a living but somehow the very 
drama of the times made for great sacrifices, too. 
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This year sees the fiftieth anniversary of the CIA backed attempt to nip the Cu-
ban Revolution in the bud at the Bay of Pigs. Edd Chessun  explains the 
event’s importance. 
Fifty years ago, on April 17th 
1961, 1400 CIA trained merce-
naries arrived on the shores of 
Cuba, backed by the United 
States, ready to overthrow the 
foundling revolution. 
     1400 CIA trained merce-
naries had been sent fresh 
from Miami, with the express 
intention of ousting Fidel Cas-
tro, and crushing the revolu-
tion, and all it stood for. The 
invasion had been prepared for 
with a string of airstrikes at-
tacking three Cuban airfields.  
     In 1961 there were fewer 
than 10 planes in the Cuban 
Air force! However, fearing the 
entire air force could be de-
stroyed by US bombs, the 
working aeroplanes were dis-
persed and camouflaged, whilst 
out of service and broken 
planes were grouped together 
and placed on the airfields, as 
bait! 
     The mercenaries arrived in 

two main groups; one was to 
land at a beach called Playa 
Giron, at the mouth of the bay, 
and the other group were to 
sail right up to the end of the 
bay and attack from there. 
     On 16th April 1961 – at the 
funeral of those killed in pre-
liminary airstrikes – Fidel Cas-
tro declared the “socialist char-
acter” of the revolution for the 
first time. He asked the crowd 
in front of him “Do you like 
free education? Do you like the 
literacy programmes? Do you 
like the land reforms?” To 
which the crowd replied with a 
resounding “Si!” Fidel said back 
to them “Well this is socialism; 
this is what we are fighting 
for!” 
     From then the Cubans 
fighting, against the mercenar-
ies and exiles, at Playa Giron 
knew that they were not only 
fighting for their sovereignty 
and independence as a country, 

but, they were fighting for 
something much more invin-
cible, they were fighting for 
an idea. They were fighting 
for socialism. 
     This is one of the contrib-
uting factors that led to the 
victory for the Cuban people 
at Playa Giron, and the first 
defeat of Yankee imperialism 
in the whole of Latin Amer-
ica. 
     The Cuban exiles, or 
‘gusanos’ meaning literally 
‘worms’, and the CIA merce-
naries invading Cuba managed 
to keep fighting for a grand 
total of three days, before 
they were beaten; suffering 
118 casualties and with 1202 
captured. Once those cap-
tured had been imprisoned 
for a short time, the Cuban 
government demanded that 
the United States pay com-
pensation in medical supplies 
and food for children, so that 

Fidel Castro 
declared the 
socialist 
character of 
the revolution 
for the first time 
at the funeral of 
those killed in 
preliminary 
airstrikes 



scrapping of EMA. Cuba 
has entirely free educa-
tion, which is of better 
quality than that of the 
United States, and any 
other country in Latin 
America. Combined with 
that, Cuba has the highest 
percentage of its popula-
tion enrolled in university, 
in the world, showing that 
free education is a bonus 
to society, rather than a 
burden. 
     Fifty years on, Cuba 
has one of the best 
healthcare systems in the 
world, again, entirely free. 
Proving the Tories wrong 
that a nationalised NHS is 
inefficient and costly! 
Cuba has a life expectancy 
rate of 78.9, rivalling the 
most developed nations 
on the planet- Britain and 
the US.  
     Cuba is also the only 
country on the planet that 
met the World Wide 
Fund for Nature’s defini-
tion of sustainable devel-
opment. 
     Ignacio Ramonet, a 
Spanish journalist and 
writer, stated: “Although 
Cuba in no way intends to 
export its socio-political 
model, in many places 
around the world, 
women, men and children, 
protest, struggle and even 
die trying to achieve the 
social objectives such as 
those achieved by the 
Cuban revolution.” 
     So, to end it, in fifty 
years since the first ever 
military defeat of Yankee 
imperialism at the Bay of 
Pigs, the Cuban revolution 
has continued to show 
itself as a progressive 
force, one that is not to 
be reckoned with, defying 
invasion, terrorism and 
blockade. It is an inspira-
tion to all those searching 
for an alternative to impe-
rialism and neo-liberalism. 
     Viva Cuba Libre! Patria 
o Muerte! 
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the ‘gusanos’ would be re-
leased. An exchange was or-
ganised, the mercenaries would 
be sent back to America, in 
return for much needed medi-
cal equipment, medicines and 
food– Imagine if 1500 Cuban 
trained mercenaries and sol-
diers had attacked the United 
States, with full support of the 
Cuban navy and air force, and 
then attempted regime change. 
Could you imagine them being 
released within a matter of 
months? 
     As I said before, the Bay of 
Pigs, or ‘Playa Giron’ was the 
first defeat of Yankee imperial-
ism in Latin America. The ef-
fects of the United States’ epic 
failure are immense.  
     In Vietnam, the Viet Cong’s 
main inspiration for their strug-
gle against empire was from 
the Cuban victory at the Bay of 
Pigs. The success inspired peo-
ple around the world to fight 
back against colonialism and 
imperialism, showing them an-
other world could be possible. 
     Che Guevara even wrote in 
a personal letter to John F 
Kennedy: “We would like to 
thank you for the Bay of Pigs. 
Before, the revolution was weak, 
now it is stronger than ever. Noth-
ing gives a people solidarity with 

their revolution like a US backed 
invasion!”  
     Fifty years on, since the Bay 
of Pigs, the Cuban revolution 
has gone from strength to 
strength: 
In spite of the constant 
threat of invasion, (remember 
Cuba is just 90 miles away 
from the United States): “What 
the imperialists cannot forgive is 
us having made a socialist revolu-
tion under their very nose.” – 
Fidel Castro 16th April 1961 
In spite of continuous acts of 
terrorism against Cuba. -From 
November 1961, after Playa 
Giron to January 1963 (just 14 
months) there were 5,780 ter-
rorist actions against Cuba; of 
those 717 were serious attacks 
against industrial facilities. In 
just 14 months, 234 Cubans 
were killed. In total, the terror-
ist attacks in Cuba have cost 
more than 3,500 lives. In fact, 
Cuba has suffered more ter-
rorism than almost every other 
country on the planet. 
And of course, in spite of 
illegal economic blockade and 
strangulation, estimated to 
have cost Cuba $216 billion. 
  
     Cuba leads the way for 
British students now, facing 
looming tuition fees and the 

In total, terrorist 
attacks in 
Cuba have 
cost more than 
3500 lives while 
the illegal 
blockade has 
cost $216 
billion 
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A local health campaigner in Tooting writes: 
     St George’s Hospital is a large teaching hospi-
tal situated in Tooting in South West London 
     Like every other part of the NHS it is turmoil 
awaiting the outcome of Lansley’s infamous 
Health and Social Care bill. 
     The hospital must make savings of £50 million-
roughly 10% of its budget. To do this 500 jobs are 
to be axed, three wards are to close and a hun-
dred hospital beds are to be lost. 
     The much vaulted myth of patient choice 
popular during the Blair era has now been put on 
the back burner. The hospital’s maternity unit, 
now running near full capacity is to have its intake 
capped. 
     Pregnant women in the area will be forced to 
choose another hospital in order to give birth. 
The nearest available hospital is some miles away. 
So much for patient choice. 
     The devastation affecting all the NHS has had 
repercussions at the highest level at St George’s. 
David Astley, the Chief Executive at the hospital, 
and no mean operator, has gone without even 
clearing his desk. The official line is that he was 
two years off retirement and wanted someone at 
the helm who would see the hospital through to 
foundation trust status-that is just two years off, 
and if all goes according to plan could have been 
accomplished before Astley’s retirement. 
Many at the hospital are asking did David Astley 
leave or was he pushed? 
     Lansley’s plans to hand funding over to GPs 
could be the kiss of death for St George’s and 
many other hospitals. 
     GPs with funding cuts of £20 billion will be 
forced to drastically curtail their reliance on hos-
pital services. Hospital departments will close and 
waiting in the wings are the private healthcare 
companies only to eager if Lansley’s proposals go 
through to offer services previously provided by 
the NHS. 

George Schochat demonstrates how 
important it is for the Blood Donation 
Service to remain in public hands: 
The government is now in retreat 
driven back by public and professional 
rejection of its plans to rip up a core 
service of our NHS - the blood dona-
tion service. 
     Blood Donation Service (NHSBT) 
plays a unique role in British life. It is 
staffed by professionals who are at the 
front of world medical research yet it 
relies on donations, freely given by citi-
zens, in the knowledge that their blood 
can only be used for research or to help 
others, they will have never met. 
     The NHSBT collects blood for Eng-
land and North Wales. It however deals 
with organ donation and transplantation 
for England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. It employs 
around 6500 
people in a very com-
plex and busy service. 
Many trade union-
ists organise blood 
donation facili-
ties at work-
places in an 
attempt to 
keep up sup-
ply. 
     The ser-
vice was estab-
lished as part of 
the building of the 
NHS and spe-
cifically set out 
to create a national 
framework that was socialised 
and, therefore, outside the 'market' and 
capitalist relations. There was to be no 
buying and selling of blood. The driving 
force behind this ethos was the experi-
ence of those who led in developing the 
NHS framework, many of whom had 
served time in the armed forces medical 
corps during World War Two. 
     The first significant breakthrough in 
creating a transfusion service came dur-
ing the civil war in Spain as a result of 
the work of Canadian International Bri-

gader Dr Norman Bethune who made 
great strides in dealing with wounds 
resulting from armed conflict, often in 
hospitals close to the front line. Bethune 
went on to serve a term with the Peo-
ple's Liberation Army in China. 
     Now this jewel in the crown of the 
NHS is threatened with privatisation in 
a shift to an American style model 
where donors are paid for their blood. 
Health minister Lansley and his acolytes 
in the ministry are pushing for a service 
which is 'more commercially effective'. 
Yet there can be no guarantee that, in a 
commercially driven environment, suffi-
cient high quality and systematic checks 
will be put in place.  
     Unions have been swift and robust in 
response to government plans. Unison's 

general secretary Dave 
Prentis recently said “This 

is crunch time for 
the blood service. 

The government wants 
to open it  up to 

private companies 
with DHL and 
Capita already in 
the frame. The 
prime motive of 
these companies 
is money and we 
will fight this all 

the way.” 
     Prentis ex-

pressed the view 
that the voluntary 

ethos behind the ser-
vice was so strong that 
there was a danger people 

would refuse to donate if the service 
went commercial. The blood service has 
about a week’s supply in stock at any 
one time  (about 50, 000 units of 
blood) so any dip in numbers donating 
would potentially be devastating and 
exceedingly dangerous to the whole 
NHS. 
    Unite health workers have joined the 
campaign establishing a successful online 
petition which will be presented to the 
government. 
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The jewel in the crown of the British welfare state is under serious 
threat from the current ConDem government. Here Challenge re-
produces some perspectives on the NHS. More NHS Voices can be 
found at www.communist-party.org.uk 

Phil Brand, a South London psychiatric 
nurse writes:  
I am working in adolescent mental 
health provision at present and am con-
cerned as to where Con-Dem plans for 
the NHS will lead. 
     We are working with vulnerable 
young adults who without our service 
can in all likelihood face the prospect of 
continuously being in and out of highly 
unsuitable adult wards with all the risk 
factors involved for adolescents in an 
adult unit. 
     At present our main culture of care 
is to keep adolescents in the commu-
nity when possible and to limit hospital 
stays and time spent in hospital to an 
absolute minimum. 
     I hope that these plans to open up 
the NHS to private provision will be 
defeated as if not health care will be-
come a business commodity, and let us 
face it mental health services always 
face the axe first when governments in 
thrall to neo-liberalism start wielding 
the axe. 
     Already we are seeing posts frozen 
as we no longer have a social worker 
or a practice development nurse, the 
teachers in the school unit are facing 
possible redundancy as part of cost 
cutting measures and we also have the 
prospect of nursing staff over the age of 
65 being made redundant, despite their 
expertise gained over 40 years or so of 
nursing, this coming June before it is 
made illegal to do as such in October. 
     Without our service teenage mental 
health patients will be facing having to 

struggle to sur-
vive with no sup-
port whatsoever 
in a society that is 
becoming increas-
ingly callous. 
     We have a clear 
future for the next 
12 months as we 
have contracts with 
other health authori-
ties up until the end of 
the next financial year, 
but we will be a de-
pleted service even more 
than we are now. So what 
would this lead to? 
     Namely short staffed 
units with the attendant 
pressures on remaining staff 
thus leading to higher sickness 
rates and staff turnover levels – 
last year we lost 13 staff, so 
these cuts affect frontline nursing 
personnel as well. It is being run 
for profit and not for people. 
These plans for the NHS are danger-
ous for both public and patients; we 
must defeat them before it is too late. 
Britain has one of the lowest quality of 
life satisfaction for working class chil-
dren and adolescents, so therefore our 
service is vital in this regard. 
     What hope for vulnerable young 
people without services like the one we 
provide? 
What hope for young people under this 
illegitimate and vicious government? 

 



L S Lowry painted the people, 
streets and workplaces of 
Salford. Ewan MacColl sang 
about them in Dirty Old Town. 
And Walter Greenwood (1903-
1974) set his first novel in the 
city’s Hanky Park, a square mile 
of two-up two-down terrace 
houses, “where men and 
women are born, live, love and 
die and pay preposterous rents 
for the privilege of calling the 
grimy houses ‘home’.” 
     Love on the Dole was 
published in 1933, the second 
year of Ramsay MacDonald’s 
“National” government, when 
there were almost three million 
unemployed (out of a much 
smaller labour force than today), 
and the dole (unemployment 
benefit) had just been cut from 
17 shillings to 15 shillings a week 
(about £30 today) to save the 
country from going bankrupt. 
Sound familiar? 

     So it’s not surprising that 
Greenwood’s novel focuses on 
the physical and moral 
destruction inflicted by 
unemployment. Today when 
one in five 16 to 24 year olds is 
without a job, and many others 
in precarious, low-paid work, his 
insights are still relevant. 
Though the economic and social 
context is different from the 
1930s, the damage is just as 
deadly. 
     The story is embedded in 
the harsh details of working 
class life. Harry Hardcastle 
leaves school at 14 for an 
apprenticeship in an engineering 
works. His seven years are up 
just in time for the Great 
Depression. “They now were 
fully qualified engineers. They 
also were qualified to draw the 
dole.” He has to postpone his 
wedding. Then the means test is 
brought in, and his dole is 

stopped because he’s 
living at home and his 
sister is working full-
time. He takes part in a 
march of the 
unemployed to the 
Town Hall, brutally 
crushed by the police.  
     Perhaps to make 
sure of getting 
published, Greenwood 
often indulges in self-
consciously “literary” 
language, using words 
that he could only have 
got from a dictionary 
or thesaurus. His style 
contrasts with the 
simple, direct prose of 
The Ragged Trousered 
Philanthropists. But there 
is lots of authentic 
dialogue, especially 
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Today, when 
one in five 16 
to 24 year 
olds is without 
a job, 
Greenwood’s 
insights are 
still relevant 

In the latest  instalment of David Grove’s exploration of novels with a political 
message he looks at Walter Greenwood’s Love on the Dole. 

from the four elderly women 
who form a sort of Greek 
chorus. Outstanding is Mrs 
Bull, “the local, uncertificated 
midwife and layer out of the 
dead”. She is street wise, 
sympathetic, compassionate – 
and outspoken: to a friend 
who thinks of having her 
fortune told she says Ah can 
tell it, lass, an’ Ah’m no fortune 
teller. Tha’ll keep on drawin’ thy 
owld age pension and than tha’ll 
dee, Ah’ll lay thee out an’ 
parish’ll bury y’. 
     Greenwood’s characters 
are class-conscious but not 
politically conscious. They are 
cynical about the boss class, 
mystified by the system, 
grudgingly resigned to 
appalling living and working 
conditions, proud of their 
skills and ashamed of being 
out of work, solaced by 
drinking, smoking, gambling, 
the cinema. 
     This is stark realism – 
though hardly socialist realism. 
Unlike Gorki, Tressell or 
Steinbeck, Greenwood 
doesn’t show how new forces 
can arise out of misery and 
exploitation.  Larry, the only 
socialist in the novel, dies. 
And Harry’s sister, whom 
Larry was going to marry, 
instead of taking up his 
political campaigning, becomes 
the mistress of a detestable 
bookie; she uses his influence 
to get jobs for her father and 
brother. 
     But this bleak ending can 
be forgiven in the 
circumstances of 1933. Love 
on the Dole remains a 
proletarian classic.  



“Look, my play is also 
approaching its end. That’s 
something I haven’t yet written. 
That’s something I don’t yet 
know. It’s no longer a play. It’s 
Life. And in life there are no 
spectators. The curtain goes up. 
People, I have loved you. Be on 
your Guard!”- Julius Fučík 
     Today a wave of anti-
communism is being unleashed 
across Europe. While communists 
are generally attacked, ridiculed, 
or simply ignored by the big 
business controlled mass media, 
in Eastern Europe communist 
parties are being banned, leading 
members arrested, and in some 
sickening cases governments are 
celebrating the traitors who 
joined the SS; while partisans, 
who fought for their countries, 
are being put on trial for alleged 
war crimes. 
     In the Czech Republic, the 
Communist Party, which has mass 
popular support, faces following 
the same fate as its youth section 
in being outlawed. The 
intensification of anti-communism 
in Europe is sinisterly taking place 
at the same time when 
Communist Parties, particularly in 
Greece, Portugal, France and 
Spain, are leading resistance to 
brutal anti-people austerity 
measures being implemented by 
the EU and IMF. 
     Last year we celebrated the 
65th anniversary of the victorious 
struggle against fascism that our 
grandfathers fought. The Nazis, 
openly supported by sections of 
the capitalist class, arrested those 
who would stand up to prevent 
their plans for genocide, the trade 
unionists and socialists. But the 
Nazis were most vicious in their 
elimination of their greatest foes: 
the communists. 
     One of the greatest heroes 
who stood up for freedom was 

the Czech communist Julius Fučík. 
Julius was born into a working 
class family in Prague at the turn 
of the twentieth century.  He 
developed a keen interest in 
politics and literature, something 
that got him into trouble as he 
was arrested many times by the 
Czechoslovakian Secret Police in 
the 1930s. Julius travelled to Nazi 
Germany and the USSR and 
wrote extensively about the 
dangers of fascism and the huge 
advances in human progress being 
made in the Soviet Union. 
     The Czech government 
banned the Communist Party in 
1938, but this didn’t stop Julius 
joining the army in an attempt to 
protect his nation. The cowardly 
governments of the capitalist 
countries of Europe were keen to 
appease Hitler and communists 
increasingly found themselves 
being banned and having to 
operate underground. 
     After the Nazis had taken 
control of Czechoslovakia Julius 
continued carrying out 
Communist Party work and in 
1942 he was arrested in a raid. 
He was imprisoned, interrogated, 
tortured and eventually taken to 
Berlin where he was executed in 
1943. 
Report from the Gallows (or Notes 
from the Gallows) was written 
about this experience. He 
managed to write the entire book 
on cigarette paper that was 
smuggled out of prison by 
sympathetic guards. These were 
collected together after the war 
by his wife Gusta Fučíková-who 
had also been arrested but 
liberated from a concentration 
camp in 1945. Gusta retrieved the 
cigarette papers from the various 
places in which they had been 
hidden and published them in 
1947. 
     The book is often very difficult 

to read in its graphic description 
of the horrors of Nazi prisons. If 
you read this book alone at night 
you find yourself there with Julius 
alone in his cell. You can hear the 
echoing screams of the other 
prisoners. Yet the book is even 
harder to put down as Julius’s 
continuing ability to consider a 
brighter future for humanity 
stands in direct contrast to his 
brutally depressing environment. 
Julius stands tall and defiant in 
face of all the evils of fascism. You 
can picture Julius sat in his cell 
audaciously scribbling notes on 
cigarette papers.  In short the 
book is inspirational in its 
depiction of the tenacity of 
humanity to overcome tyranny 
and let our values shine through. 
     If Julius’s book was simply a 
piecemeal account of 
courageousness written secretly 
in a Nazi prison you might 
wonder why it has achieved such 
a uniquely legendary status, yet 
Gallows is a work 
of art that was 
forged by a genius 
wordsmith, 
thoroughly planned 
and written down 
on meticulously 
numbered papers 
then smuggled out 
of the prison. That 
Fučík was able to 
craft this great 
piece of literature 
in such conditions 
is astonishing, but 
the substance is 
where it attains it’s 
greatness, the fact 
that in between 
beatings and 
interrogations, 
locked in a tiny cell 
echoing with the 
screams of other 
prisoners, Fučík 

was able to retain his faith in 
humanity while deep in the 
knowledge that his only escape 
from his imprisonment was by 
way of the executioners block. 
     Julius’s account has been 
hailed by some of the world’s 
best writers. Pablo Neruda, 
Chilean communist and winner of 
the 1971 Nobel Prize for 
Literature, stated that “We live at 
a time which in literature will be 
known tomorrow as the ‘Fučík 
period’, a period of simple 
courage.” The foreword of the 
English language edition is written 
by winner of the John Llewellyn 
Rhys Prize for Literature, James 
Aldridge, who challenges all who 
pick up the book: 
     “Read this book, you 
Communists, you Socialists, you 
Tories. Then go out and walk the 
wonderful real pavements and ask 
yourself what philosophy of life it 
was that kept this man’s belief in 
himself and in other men.”  

25 

BOOK @  BEDT IM E  

In the second Book@Bedtime of this issue, Claudia Hill celebrates the work of 
concentration camp detainee Julius Fučík  and his Report from the Gallows. 



WHAT  WE  S TAND FOR  

...The youth wing of the Communist Party 
The YCL aims to build support among young people for 
the Communist Party's programme, Britain's Road to 
Socialism and to increase young people's involvement in 
politics. The YCL is autonomous and decides its own 
activities and priorities. 
 

...Democratic 
Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be 
held at least once every two years, and are carried out 
by an elected Executive Committee. The YCL also 
fights to defend and strengthen democratic rights. It 
rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of race, sex, 
age, sexuality or religious or other belief. It calls for the 
abolition of the monarchy and the House of Lords and 
regards the European Union as an undemocratic and 
reactionary institution which serves the interests of big 
business rather than those of Europe's working people. 
 

...Centralised 
Democratically taken decisions are carried out across 
the organisation, although local YCL groups decide how 
best to implement them in their own areas. 
 

...Part of a mass movement 
We never put the interests of the YCL above those of 
the movement as a whole & we always strive to build 
the widest possible coalition behind progressive 
policies. The Morning Star, Britain's only socialist daily 
newspaper, plays a vital role in strengthening the left 
and the YCL actively works to; support the paper; 
provide a daily voice for Britain’s youth; raise its 
circulation. We recognise the importance of trade 
unions as the broadest mass organisations of the 
working class and we fight against all anti- union laws. 
 

...Communist 
We work to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist 
society based on common ownership and democratic 
control, drawing on the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
others, as well as on the experience of socialist 
countries since 1917. In the context of this struggle we 

seek to defend and strengthen public services, the 
welfare state and the NHS. We believe that everyone 
has the right to free and inclusive secular education 
including access to nursery care, schools, universities, 
community colleges and adult education centres. The 
struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the 
struggle to protect the environment, which is wilfully 
damaged by trans-national corporations and capitalist 
governments in the drive for short-term profits. 
 

...Part of an international movement 
The YCL has been a member organisation of the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth since its foundation in 
1945. WFDY represents millions of progressive anti-
imperialist youth in more than 100 countries. We 
campaign in solidarity with sister Communist Youth 
organisations around the World and defend existing 
socialist countries. We fully support the right to self 
determination and oppose any attempt by imperialist 
countries & forces such as Britain, the USA and the EU 
to impose their will on the peoples of the world or to 
exploit and control the world's resources and markets 
for capitalist profit. We call for unilateral, immediate 
and unconditional nuclear disarmament. 
 

...Revolutionary 
We aim not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does 
not mean that the YCL calls for an armed uprising in 
modern Britain, although we defend the right of the 
oppressed to take up arms for their liberation. It means 
realising that only a fundamental shift in power from the 
capitalists to working people can guarantee democratic 
rights and social progress. Socialist revolution in Britain 
can and should be achieved through a combination of 
mass popular struggle in the labour movement & 
society as a whole as well as struggle in the electoral 
field. We publicise our activities, theory & revolutionary 
perspective on the day to day struggle through our 
magazine Challenge, which also provides a channel for 
debate within the YCL and the wider movement as a 
whole. 

What we stand for 
The Young Communist League was formed in 1921 as the youth wing of the Communist Party. The YCL has a long and 
proud history in the struggle for Socialism amongst young people in Britain and most of the broad based progressive youth 
organisations that exist today owe their existence to the initiatives and work of the YCL. The YCL has always and continues 
to play a vital role in the struggles for peace, against racism and fascism, for gender equality, and all other popular 
struggles that involve young people across Britain. 

The Young Communist League is... 
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order). Cheques & P/O should be made payable to YCL.  Order online at www.ycl.org.uk 

We aim 
not to 
mend 
capitalism 
but to end 
it 
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'The first weekend in October will 
see a carnival of anti-fascist and anti-
racist activities to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the Battle of Cable 
Street. 
  'This year's demonstration will 
celebrate this heroic victory and 
reaffirm our determination to 
overcome racism and the fascists in 
Britain today. 
cablestreet75.org.uk 




