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editorial 
For those of you expecting to pick up your regular dose of features, 
Back 2 Basics, Book @ Bedtime and all the latest news & views, have 
no fear the next issue of Challenge will be appearing as usual. To 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Cuban revolution, this 
year, we have decided to bring out a special issue of Challenge to give 
you an in-depth look at this island of socialism some 90 miles from the 
coast of the world’s dominant imperialist power.   
 

So I’ve temporarily been asked to take the helm for this special issue and there is 
a slight change to the usual Challenge format. We have a selection of different 
articles some dealing with particular aspects of the Cuban revolution & Cuban 
socialism currently & historically and one or two that provide more of a broad 
overview. Additionally peppered throughout this issue is a series of Cuba fact-
files for a bite-sized look at the Latin American Medical School, Che, the Cuban 
Party, YCL and Jose Marti. So as always there should be something for everyone 
to get their teeth into. 
 

We kick off this special edition with Maya Llamazares (pp4-6) reflecting on the 
impact that Cuba’s revolution has had on Latin America, how it continues to 
serve as an example and, with the shift to the left across much of the region, 
how economic, political and social co-operation between Cuba and particularly 
Bolivia and Venezuela is helping to further strengthen the prospects for Socialism 
in Latin America. 
 

Gawain Little (pp8-10) examines how the commitment to education lays at the 
heart of the revolution and the how the Cuban education system is a world 
away from what we’re used to in capitalist Britain. Those of you with keen eyes 
will have spotted p7 & 11 appear to be blank but have no fear, this is no mere 
filler. We offer you the opportunity to order some genuine Cuban revolutionary 
posters and to start thinking about the WFDY brigades & conference in Havana 
this summer. 
 

With such a large and racially divided society when the revolution triumphed, 
James Rodie (pp12-14) examines how successful the Cuban revolution & Cuban 
socialism has been in eradicating racism & racial discrimination. Bernadette Wang 
& Dominic Tweedie (pp15-17) examine how a commitment to practical 
internationalism has played such a pre-dominant role in how Cuba relates with 
the rest of the world. 
 

Charlie May (pp18-23) gives a sober assessment of some of the challenges faced 
by the revolution today and how Cuba is rising to the challenge. In a detailed 
eyewitness report he gives a first hand account at how Cuban socialism works 
and offers a fairly comprehensive overview of the health and vitality of the 
revolution.   
 

Cuba Solidarity Campaign general secretary Rob Miller (pp24-26) looks at the 
future and current threats to the Cuban revolution and how we in Britain can 
make a contribution to the defence of the achievements of the revolution. 
 

Sarah Llewellyn (pp27-29) delves into how our Cuban comrades approach 
ideology and theoretical questions and asks is there anything unique about 
’Cuban Communism’ and if there’s anything we can learn from their example. 
 

If you’d like to contribute an article to the next issue of Challenges, we’re always 
on the hunt for more material so get in touch with us either by writing to 
Challenge, YCL, Ruskin House, Croydon, London CR0 1BD or via e-mail at 
challenge@ycl.org.uk / editor@challenge-capitalism.org.uk. 
 

Until next time. Hasta la Victoria Siempre! 
 

Ben Stevenson 
Guest Editor 

Ben 
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CUBA  &  LAT I N  AM ER IC A  

Latin America 

Believing and trying, is what the 
Cubans hold on to, to break their 
chains of oppression and reach for 
victory, something they hoped for 
years. 
     Now Cuba runs the example 
of how a small nation was able to 
overthrow a dirty government 
that was abusive and corrupt and 
oppressed their own people for 
those few rich. 
     Because six years it took for 
people to gain equality. Six years it 

Maya Llamazares reflects 
on how the Cuban 
revolution has served as an 
example to the rest of Latin 
America and how 
economic & political co-
operation is deepening & 
extending the 
achievements of the 
revolution at home & 
abroad 

took for people to say 
enough and to be heard, 
and after fifty years the 
Cubans have made 
remarkable 
achievements to their 
nation, while other 
developing countries in 
Latin America are 
following the same path 
to build a continent 
where the poor aren’t 
refused their rights and 

where everyone in 
society has their 
freedom of speech.  
     Cuba has gone 
through a period of 
triumphant and 
devastating moments 
and has come out 
through the difficult 
times thanks to its great 
people and in such 
difficult times the 
revolution 
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demonstrates that it has 
worked during certain crisis, 
yet at this very moment 
there are thoughts running 
through the air that Cuba 
can be build up into a nation 
with a better future of 
surviving the crisis that is 
around the world right now. 
As its economy at this 
moment isn’t in high 
standards, as the Cubans 
are living of tourism and the 
traditional industries like 
the cigars and rum 
industries as the sugar 
industry is not what it used 
to be a few years ago.  
     Cuba relies on 75% 
importation as it cannot 
produce enough food for its 
population, that’s why Cuba 
sustains itself by offering 
help to nations that can 
offer a hand to Cuba and to 
develop into a more 
modernized country. 
    This is shown in the new 
friendship Cuba and Russia 
started, by beginning a new 
era of a new important 
partnership, which contains 
thirty three agreements of 
strategic positions.  
     By evaluating the links 
between Moscow and La 
Habana, Raul Castro said 
that he was convinced that 
this meeting with Dimitri 
Medvediev was favourable 
for the nation of Cuba and 
it was going to make history 
in the friendship of both 
countries, as in return Cuba 
will work in all fronts with 
Russia and offer Russia a 
strategic military position, 
while Russia will supply 
them with hydrocarbons 
and the support Cuba needs 
to sustain in its own feet, 
also within those 
agreements Russia has 
planned a project that will 
help the areas in Cuba that 
have been effected by the 
hurricanes Gustav and Ike, 
by sending a hundred and 
thousand tons of food. They 

will also supply Cuba with 
technology and equipment 
to build up sectors such as 
the energy and agriculture 
sector. 
     Russia will also invest 
money in the 
pharmaceutical sector to 
beat cancer and hepatitis 
and to give funds for 
institutions that can 
research for such cures. In 
the educational sector 
Russia will give one hundred 
scholarships to students in 
Cuba, the same privilege will 
be given to athletes, who 
will be able to travel abroad 
to be trained.  
     The strategically alliance 
that Russia and Cuba 
promote has withdrawn the 
period of distance between 
both nations when the 
collapse of the Soviet Union 
was produced. Instead now, 
is supporting the 
pragmatism and not like 
before the ideological 
affinity. Russia and Cuba 
have had a relationship were 
they had a history of 
agreements that have 
reached potential and at this 
moment their reflection is in 

waiting to reach the new 
aims they have.  
     To this we can draw our 
attention on to the 
relationship Cuba has with 
Venezuela and Bolivia, which 
has been a strong friendship 
between the three nations 
that together help each 
other in the developing of 
their countries and in the 
developing of a society 
where people gain what 
they work for, instead of 
loosing what they achieve 
with their own hands, 
through the invasion of 
imperialism, this is a good 
example of why societies in 
Latin America have gotten 
together five years ago to 
form a unity of support and 
equality which is known as 
ALBA (Bolivarian 
Alternative for the 
Americans).  
     This has become a new 
promoting subject, which is 
based on the treaty of 
regional integration that 
helps to promote the 
cooperation of people and 
not the competition. The 
principal beneficiaries are 
Venezuela, Bolivia and Cuba. 

But even though this has 
become newer to the 
world, there are countries 
such as Bolivia which is the 
poorest country in the 
whole continent who has 
benefited from it 
substantially.  
     The aim of ALBA is to 
establish a region to develop 
with equality, to beat 
poverty and social exclusion 
and to express the interest 
of all people. Other reasons 
why ALBA was developed, 
has been to respond to the 
issues the ALCA (Free 
Trade Area of the 
Americas) has produced 
during the last few years, 
which have been brought up 
by the USA to make 
agreements of free market 
and spread the neo-liberal 
doctrine all over the 
continent, by giving priority 
to the transnational capital 
and to follow the 
deregulation of goods, 
services and investments, 
meanwhile the principal aim 
for ALBA is to find an 
alternative way to combat 
imperialism and to give free 
education, free health care 



and guarantee alimentary 
provisions to all people in 
Latin America. 
     The creation of ALBA 
was primarily to give 
prerogatives to the 
nations which are in need 
and to develop a fair 
society with equal rights in 
order to correct the 
existing problems caused 
by globalization. 
     ALBA is a Bolivarian 
and Venezuelan proposal, 
that adds up to the 
movements, organisations 
and national campaigns 
that fight against the rising 
of ALCA. 
     This new movement 
has given many advantages 
to Cuba, Venezuela and 
Bolivia, for instance they 
have created a common 
public television, and they 
have opened a common 
oil corporation. Whereas 
Cuba and Venezuela 

have interchanges 
between them, they have 
also opened their borders 
to products, yet Bolivia 
hasn’t developed as much, 
so it isn’t obligated to 
open its borders. Now is 
known that Venezuela 
carries the bigger role in 
this movement as it has 
become the principal 
alliance of Cuba in the 
economy sector. 
Venezuela also sales its oil 
to Cuba which is fifty 
three thousand barrels 
daily, while Cuba sends 
thirteen thousand doctors, 
trainers and other human 
resources to islands and 
cities like Caracas.   
     Venezuela also buys 
the agricultural products 
that Bolivia produces and 
the US will not buy 
anymore, at a higher rate 
than the prices on the 

international 

market .  
     All this demonstrates 
how ALBA is historically 
significant and gives Latin 
America the power to 
show that another 
America is possible. This 
also shows how strong the 
alliance Cuba has with 
Venezuela and Bolivia. 
     This demonstrates the 
massive progress that 
Cuba is doing with a few 
countries and how Cuba 
has become the root to a 
continent where the 
impossible can be now the 
possible and the future. To 
this day nations that are 
making imperialism, 
oppression and poverty 
history, will always fight 
into the last breath for the 
purpose of socialism. 

CUBA FACTFILE 1: 
COMMITTEES FOR THE 
DEFENCE OF THE 
REVOLUTION (CDR) 
 
The Committees for the 
Defence of the Revolution 
form a network of socialist 
neighbourhood 
organisations founded in 
the autumn of 1960. 
Its membership stands 
roughly at 7.5 million, or 86% 
of the population of Cuba. 
The minimum age to join is 
14. The official CDR motto is: 
‘In each neighbourhood: 
Revolution!’ 
While their original purpose 
was for defence against 
mainly paramilitary attacks 
on civilian targets by 
counterrevolutionaries in 
60s, today CDRs are 
engaged in variety of social 
aspects such as 
organisation of mass 
vaccination campaigns or 
the  processing of 
complaints regarding 
infrastructure problems (e.g. 
with water or electricity) 
They also play a prominent 
role places for political 
discussion and debate of 
proposed laws and are 
integrated base 
organisations for mobilising 
the population for the 
political aims of the 
revolution. 
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EDUC AT I ON 

A revolution in A revolution in A revolution in    
Gawain Little examines how the 
commitment to education lays at 
the heart of the revolution and the 
how the Cuban education system 
is a world away from what we’re 
used to in capitalist Britain 

educationeducationeducation   
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EDUC AT I ON 

The Cuban 
education 
system is based 
on the principle 
that everyone 
can be 
educated and 
that this 
education is of 
benefit to the 
individual and 
to society as a 
whole.   

One of the greatest and 
most well-recognised 
successes of the Cuban 
revolution has been its 
education system.  In 1958, 
illiteracy in Cuba stood at 
around 24%.  Following the 
revolution, in 1960, the 
government launched what 
has become internationally 
recognised as one of the 
most successful literacy 
campaigns ever carried out.  
Within 15 months, 
illiteracy was reduced to 
4%.  However, unlike in 
many other countries, 
where the results of such 
campaigns have been 
temporary, Cuban illiteracy 
continued to reduce in 
samples taken over the 
next 20yrs.  Today, Cuba 
has one of the highest 
literacy rates in the world 
at 99.8%.  This success has 
been replicated across the 
Cuban education system, 
with free universal 
compulsory schooling from 
the age of 6 to 15/16, well-

attended pre-university 
courses from 16 to 18, and 
47 universities with around 
112,000 students. 
     Clearly, much of this 
success is down to the 
investment made by 
government and citizens 
alike and the high priority 
accorded to education in 
Cuba.  In 2002, Cuba spent 
2752 million Cuban Pesos 
(around £1965 million) on 
education, which works 
out at 246 CP (£176) per 
person.  This is no mean 
feat for a developing 
country under the constant 
pressure of economic 
blockade by the world's 
biggest superpower.    
Education has always been 
a key priority for the 
revolution.  Indeed, on 1st 
January 1959, Fidel Castro 
announced that the three 
“top priority areas” of the 
revolutionary government 
would be: to make 
schooling free and 
universally accessible at all 

levels, to ensure that 
every citizen had access 
to medical care and 
carrying out land reform 
in rural areas. 
     However, Cuba has 
gone much further than 
simply prioritising 
education.  The whole 
Cuban education system 
is built on a philosophical 
foundation fundamentally 
different to that of the 
developed capitalist 
world.  The Cuban 
education system is 
based on the principle 
that everyone can be 
educated and that this 
education is of benefit to 
the individual and to 
society as a whole.  This 
impacts across the 
education system with 
many full-time workers 
enrolled in distance-
learning and day-release 
programmes.  It is also 
the case with regard to 
assessment within the 
system.  Unlike under 
capitalism, where the 
main purpose of 
assessment is to separate 
the “academically 
able” (read better-off) 
students from those 
“more suited to 
vocational 
courses” (read working 
class) and prepare them 
for their future role in 
the capitalist economic 
system, the expectation 
in Cuba is that everyone 
will complete a minimum 
programme of schooling 
successfully.  This does 
mean that some students 
repeat a year in primary 
school, ensuring that 
they reach the standard 
before they move on to 
secondary school, but 
this does not have the 
same stigma attached as 
it does under a system 
where academic 
performance leads 



directly to future 
earning power in a 
heavily stratified 
system. 
     Specialisation also 
takes place much later 
in the Cuban system.  
All students are 
expected to follow the 
same core syllabus as 
far as pre-university 
level.  This reflects an 
understanding of the 
importance of 
education in creating 
shared cultural 
identities.  However, it 
is also based on a 
philosophical position 
which is at variance 
with the capitalist belief 
in “aptitudes” for 
certain subjects.  In our 
education system, 
children are held to be 
naturally “aptitudinally 
equipped” in certain 
subjects and, from a 
very early age, are told 
that their strengths lie 
in certain areas and not 
in others.  In Cuba, this 
is seen as largely 
conditioned and 
attempting to specify a 
child's “aptitudes” is 
considered as simply 

another way of dividing 
people and stratifying 
their aspirations. 
     A second major 
difference is that 
intellectual work 
occupies a similar 
status as physical work.  
More importantly, 
these are not arbitrarily 
divided.  Students are 
expected to spend a 
proportion of their 
time working in 
agriculture, both to 
contribute 
economically to society 
and to build a strong 
connection between 
physical and mental 
labour.  In Cuba, there 
is no such thing as an 
intellectual divorced 
from the realities of 
work.  Similarly, 
workers are given 
opportunities to 
develop their education 
both in work-related 
areas and for personal 
development. 
     Another unique 
point about Cuban 
education is its 
internationalist 
character.  In 1999 a 
scheme was 

implemented to attract 
students to study 
medicine in Cuba from 
less privileged 
backgrounds in the 
United States, Britain 
and Latin American, 
Caribbean, and African 
nations. Cuba currently 
hosts more than 10,000 
medical students from 
29 nations studying in 
Havana. 
     In these, and many 
other areas, Britain has 
a lot to learn from the 
Cuban education 
system.  Many of the 
myths and backwards 
attitudes which have 
plagued our education 
system since the 19th 
century have been 
overcome in Cuba on 
the basis of a 
universally accessible 
state education system 
which aims to provide 
for the needs of Cuban 
society and the 
individuals who make 
up that society.  It is an 
example we should 
draw inspiration from 
in our struggle to 
reform British 
education. 
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CUBA FACTFILE 2: LATIN 
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
MEDICINE (ELAM) 
 
The ELAM was established in 1999 
in response to the devastation 
caused by Hurricanes George & 
Mitch in 1998, across central 
America & the Caribbean.  Upon 
its opening it enrolled 1,900 
students from the poorest 
neighbourhoods of 18 Latin 
American & Caribbean 
countries.  
Rather than contributing to the 
‘brain drain’ that is the norm in 
the relationship in medicine 
between capitalist & developing 
countries, ELAM only accepts 
students who demonstrate a 
commitment to their 
communities as on the 
completion of their studies they 
are expected to return home to 
practice medicine. 
The emphasis on diagnosis & 
‘disaster medicine’ provides 
graduates with the necessary 
skills to serve communities that 
have scarce resources. 
There are nearly 30,000 foreign 
students studying medicine in 
Cuba with more than 10,000 from 
29 countries from Latin America 
& the Caribbean, Africa, Asia 
and even Hispanic & African-
American students from poor 
working class areas in the United 
States. 
A sister school to ELAM was 
opened by the Higher Education 
ministry of the Venezuelan 
government in late 2006, which 
demonstrates Cuba & 
Venezuela’s close co-operation. 
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RACE  &  THE  REVO LUT ION 
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RACE  &  THE  REVO LUT ION 

Castro came to power 
espousing radical rhetoric 
about racial equality. He 
immediately pledged an 
end to discrimination on 
the basis of race and by 
1966 declared that racial 
discrimination had been 
abolished. Yet Cuban 
racism has its roots in 
colonial oppression and 
this is difficult to combat. 
As with many of Cuba’s 
actions it is worth looking 
at the international 
impact and relationships 
Cuba had as well as the 
experience of domestic 
Afro-Cubans. 
     Many black Americans 
were amongst the most 
vocal supporters of the 
Revolution, pointing to 
the high number of 
integrated Afro-Cubans in 
the revolutionary forces. 
This contrasted sharply 
with American society at 
this time, which still had 
de jure segregation in 
much of the South, and 
entrenched racial hatred 
in the North. The Cuban 
Revolution also came at a 
time when the US Civil 
Rights Movement was 
becoming more radical, 

following the slow and 
limited gains even after a 
succession of legal 
challenges to racism & 
segregation. For instance, 
despite the 1954 Supreme 
Court ruling Brown v. 
Board of Education of 
Topeka, which declared 
segregation 
unconstitutional, progress 
was slow. 
     As a result, black 
American magazines and 
newspapers showed a 
great deal of interest in 
events in Cuba. ‘Negro’ 
weekly Jet carried a 
human interest story on 
February 19 1959 about a 
high ranking black woman 
in the 26th of July 
Movement. In it the 
woman spoke of how she 
felt liberated, able to get 
an education where 
previously racial prejudice 
would have impeded this. 
Black Cubans were also 
allowed into public places 
from which they had 
previously been banned, 
such as beaches and 
universities, as well as 
establishing equality in the 
workplace. As such, in 
terms of race relations, 

James Rodie 
examines how 
successful the 
Cuban 
revolution & 
Cuban 
socialism has 
been in 
eradicating 
racism and 
racial 
discrimination 

1959 undoubtedly represented 
a massive change in Cuba. 
     If black nationalists were 
identifying with Cuba then the 
events of September 1960 
would cement their support. In 
the context of rapidly 
deteriorating Cuban-US 
relations due to the 
nationalisation of US owned 
industries Castro went to New 
York to deliver a speech to the 
UN assembly. The US put out 
notices to hotels not to house 
the Cuban delegation and so 
they instead chose to stay in 
Harlem, at the time the ‘Black 
Capital’ of the US and in 
essence a ghetto. He met local 
community leaders including 
Black Nationalist Malcolm X 
instead of local dignitaries. 
Once at the United Nations he 
delivered a stinging attack on 
American imperialism, 
criticising policies towards 
Latin America and Africa, as 
well as support for the Batista 
dictatorship. 
     This firmly established 
Castro as an anti-imperialist 
figure and gave him an 
international reputation for his 
opposition to racism. Castro 
would continue to support 
black liberation movements in 
the United States. In the 1970s 

Many black 
Americans were 
amongst the most 
vocal supporters 
of the Revolution, 
pointing to the 
high number of 
integrated Afro-
Cubans in the 
revolutionary 
forces 



14 

RACE  &  THE  REVO LUT ION 

he provided refuge to 
Black Panther Party 
founder Huey Newton 
after he jumped bail for 
a murder charge that 
was dropped three 
years later, when he 
returned to the US. 
This reputation was 
enhanced by Cuba’s 
material support & 
assistance to national-
liberation struggles in 
Latin America and 
Africa, particularly 
sending Cuban troops 
to fight and defeat the 
apartheid army of South 
Africa in Angola (See 
James Tweedie & 
Brendan Lee’s article 
for a more in-depth 
look at Cuba’s 
commitment to 
internationalism).  
Nelson Mandela’s visit 
to Cuba in July 1991 at 
a time of international 
isolation for Cuba 
– and in the 
midst of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

political turmoil in 
South Africa – is 
evidence of the 
significant ties 
established with African 
countries through 
Cuba’s fierce 
commitment to anti-
imperialism and anti-
racism. 
     However, on the 
domestic front some 
prejudices remained 
intact. This was starkly 
shown after the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union. There is 
significant evidence that 
Afro-Cubans suffered 
most during the Special 
Period. While increases 
in racism show that the 
tendencies perhaps 
became less public but 
did not go away. While 
Afro-Cubans did not 
feel the same dual 
identity of which W. E. 
B. Du Bois spoke 

regarding Afro-
Americans 

(their identity 
torn 
between 
American 
and 
African), in 
social terms 
they were 
considered 

inferior. 
While 

interracial 
relationships 

were not 

opposed as in the US, whites 
would still discourage their 
daughters from marrying a black 
man, and similarly many black 
Cubans saw marrying a white as 
a ‘good match’. 
     These social inequalities came 
about in part because of 
disparities in wealth. 
Dollarisation & the opening up 
during the special period 
intensified this process as the 
Cuban Diaspora was 
predominantly white so those 
who benefitted from family 
abroad sending dollars to Cuba 
were predominantly white. 
Further, black Cubans 
complained that they we’re still 
more likely to be stopped by the 
police than whites, indicating 
racial discrimination had not 
been totally eliminated. 
     Multigenerational houses have 
added to the problems of 
‘private’ (such as name-calling 
and racist jokes) rather than 
institutional racism. Attitudes of 
the past have been passed down 
through age groups to entrench 
views that the Communist 
government has strived to wipe 
out. In the 1970s attempts to 
overcome this were made with 
the expansion of the boarding 
school system allowing children 
to experience multi-racial society 
away from the potentially 
regressive influence of older 
generations. 
     A significant reason that these 
disparities in wealth and status 
were not addressed was the 

desire for a national unity rather 
than one that set certain races 
above others in the pursuit of 
revolutionary progress. Aside 
from in the mid-1980s when 
attempts were made to ensure 
blacks and women were elected 
in proportion to their 
membership to the Communist 
Party leadership. Indeed, race 
was eliminated from the post-
1959 political discourse in the 
pursuit of a colour-blind society, 
such that talk of race was to 
some extent deemed counter-
revolutionary. 
     Nonetheless, black Cubans 
have made significant progress in 
a number of fields, notably sport 
and music, but also academic and 
professional vocations such as in 
education & medicine. Further, 
contrary to popular belief Afro-
Cubans are well represented in 
management, even if not at the 
upper echelons of the state 
structures. 
     While the Cuban government 
has done a great deal to stamp 
out racial prejudice, both at 
home and abroad, the problem 
of racism is deeply rooted in 
Cuba’s colonial past and this 
shows the difficulty of 
overcoming attitudes bred by 
centuries of cultural hegemony in 
just a few decades. Despite this, 
in 1993 – at the height of the 
Special Period – one visiting 
black intellectual remarked that 
Cuba “while not a racial utopia, 
is as close to a racial democracy 
as we have on this earth.” 

Jesús Menéndez Larrondo, 
Communist sugar workers union 
leader assassinated 22nd 
January 1948 
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of the world 
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CUBA FACTFILE 3:  
PARTIDO COMUNISTA 
DE CUBA  
(CP CUBA PART 1) 
 
The Communist Party in 
Cuba was first established in 1920. It 
was later re-named the Popular 
Socialist Party. 
Initially the PSP  did not agree with the 
tactics used by Fidel and his comrades 
as they waged a guerrilla war against 
the Batista regime from 1956 onwards. 
This largely reflected the party’s base 
amongst the urban working class and 
the trade unions. The PSP had entered 
into unstable temporary tactical 
alliances with Batista in order to 
achieve some limited trade union 
freedoms. 
However Raul Castro was actually at 
the time a member of the PSP and 
commanded a large force of 
communists as part of the guerrilla 
campaign and many others in the 
guerrilla forces including Che Guevara 
were committed Communists.  
The successes of the guerrilla force in 
the Sierra Maestro led the party to 
openly fully join in the struggle in the 
early part of 1958. The leaders of the 
PSP at the time later conceded that 
they had been wrong to write off the 
guerrilla struggle. 
As the guerrilla forces advanced on the 
capital a general strike was organised 
by the PSP & the July 26th Movement. 
After overthrowing the Batista regime, 
the revolutionaries attempted to set 
about addressing some of the sharpest 
inequalities. The hostility of the USA, the 
IMF and the inability to achieve 
substantial successes whilst most of the 
Cuban economy was controlled by 
foreign trans-national corporations led 
necessitated a shift to the left for this 
national-democratic revolution to one 
with an increasing socialist character 
pursuing a path of nationalisation and 
agrarian reform and economic & 
political trade & ties with the Soviet 
Union.  
The failure of the CIA organised 
invasion at the Bay of Pigs in April 1961 
by Cuban armed forces accelerated 
this process even further and at the 
May Day celebrations in 1961, Fidel 
declared Cuba a socialist republic. 

It can be argued that 
Cuba’s longstanding 
commitment to 
internationalism has 
been a necessary part of 
the successful attempts 
to construct Socialism 
on the island. The 
attempted de-
stabilisation and eventual 
invasion of Cuba by the 
USA necessitated an 
even closer alliance with 
the Soviet Union and the 
socialist camp in Eastern 
Europe. However there 
is almost certainly more 
to it than this the Cuban 
revolution was in a 
sense an international 
one with people like 
Che Guevara 
committing himself to 
the cause of a nation to 
which he had no 
personal attachment to. 
This notion of practical 
internationalism was not 
only something 
espoused by Che but 
has also been whole 
heartedly endorsed by 
the Cuban people as a 
whole. 
     Despite some 
differences over foreign 
policy, especially in 
relation to revolutionary 
strategy in Latin America 
and Africa, Cuba 
maintained close political 
as well as economic 
relations with the Soviet 
Union for over 30 years 
following the revolution 
right up until the early 
90’s. 
     Because Cuba was 
not part of the Warsaw 
Pact or any other 
military alliance, Cuba 
could also emerge to 
play a leading role in the 
Non-Aligned Movement 
alongside India and 
Tanzania. Fidel Castro, 
in particular, was among 
the first political leaders 
to expose and explain 
the Third World debt 
crisis, urging 
international solidarity 

to resist IMF and World 
Bank programmes to cut 
social expenditure and 
privatise public services.  
     Cuba’s commitment 
to internationalism 
didn’t & doesn’t just 
stop at Latin America 
and other Socialist 
countries. Their 
commitment and 
success in assisting 
national liberation 
struggles in Africa is 
almost unsurpassed 
given the limited 
resources at their 
disposal. 
     In 1965 Che pushed 
for organising a military 
venture in Africa 
according to the model 
of the Cuban Revolution 
where a highly trained 
group of revolutionaries 
went in to help Laurent-
Désiré Kabila and other 
revolutionaries 
overthrow the corrupt 
dictatorship of the CIA 
supported ‘President’ 
Mobutu. 
     Finding conditions on 
the ground far from 
ideal and the local 
fighters and populations 
less than enthusiastic, 
the Cuban military 
expedition in the Congo 
came to a fairly swift 
end and was withdrawn. 
      Undeterred by the 
experiences in the 
Congo, towards the end 
of 1975, Cuban troops 
arrived in Angola at the 
invitation of the national 
revolutionary 
government there. The 
newly-free (and oil-and 
mineral-rich) former 
colony of Portugal had 
just been invaded by the 
South African Defence 
Force (SADF) deployed 
by the racist Apartheid 
regime, backed by US-
funded bogus 'national 
liberation' movements 
and troops from anti-
communist puppet 
dictator Mobutu in 

Zaire. Although South 
African forces were 
driven out within a few 
months, they continued 
to support subversion in 
Angola from their base 
in illegally occupied 
Namibia. After 
Apartheid South Africa 
launched repeated 
invasions and 
occupations from the 
early 1980s, protected 
diplomatically by the 
USA and other 
imperialist powers, Cuba 
again came to Angola's 
assistance. Around 
50,000 Cuban military 
volunteers joined the 
Angolan army and 
Namibian liberation 
forces, armed by the 
Soviet Union and 
European socialist 
countries, to break the 
South African siege of 
the southern town of 
Cuito Cuanavale in April 
1988. 
     It is only now that 
that the implications of 
this decisive battle that 
took place more than 
twenty years ago are 
beginning to be more 
widely understood in 
South Africa, the biggest 
beneficiary of this action 
and elsewhere in Africa. 
The battle was planned 
and executed on a vast 
scale with great  skill, 
courage and precision. It 
involved deployment of 
thousands of troops & 
the best equipment from 
Cuba across the 
Atlantic, the 
construction of airfields 
to achieve command of 
the air, which was 
quickly accomplished. 
Cuito Cuanavale itself 
was a small town, more 
like a village, in the 
South-Eastern interior of 
Angola. The Cubans 
under the overall 
command of General 
Leopoldo “Polo” Cintra 
Frias stopped the SADF 
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at Cuito place, but they put 
equal resources into creating 
the infrastructure for, and 
then deploying, a column 
from the coast in the West, 
thus quickly rendering the 
South African regime’s 
position utterly hopeless and 
forcing a withdrawal. 
     The negotiations between 
the Cubans and Angolans on 
the one side, and the South 
African racist regime with its 
US allies on the other, were 
led by the extraordinary 
Jorge Risquet, himself a 
veteran of the earliest Cuban 
military interventions in 
Africa in the Congo from 
1965 onwards. 
     The net result of this 
defeat for the Apartheid 
government was that 
Angola’s freedom was 
secured, Namibia achieved 
independence, Nelson 
Mandela was released from 
prison, the SACP and the 
ANC were unbanned, and 
the Kempton Park 
negotiations began, leading to 
the “democratic 
breakthrough” of 1994.The 
Cuban intervention happened 
at a conjuncture that included 
the actions of the UDF and 
COSATU inside South Africa,  
the actions of MK, the 
diplomatic efforts of the web 
of ANC offices around the 
world, the campaigns of the 
British Anti-Apartheid 
Movement and other such 
solidarity movements around 
the world, the educational 
work of the Solomon 
Mahlangu Freedom College in 
Tanzania, and many other 
indispensable components of 
the struggle. But it was the 
Cuban military offensive that 
was decisive, immediate, and 
irresistible in that crucial 
moment.  
     During the three months 
of fierce fighting, some 2,000 
Cubans lost their lives their 
memory and commitment has 
only recently been honoured 
by the current South African 
government and this almost 
unheard of contribution to 

the defeat of Apartheid and 
the liberation of Southern 
Africa is only beginning to get 
the attention it deserves. 
     Since then, Cuba has sent 
medical staff and agricultural 
technicians around the 
world—rather than troops—
to help countries poorer than 
themselves. Some are funded 
by national governments or 
international agencies such as 
the World Health 
Organisation. But the greatest 
cost is borne by the people of 
Cuba itself. 
     Cuba’s export of medical 
practitioners, currently more  
than 25,000 doctors staff 
permanent missions in more 
than 68 countries, is seen as 
vital not just from an 
economic perspective (e.g. the 
agreements with Venezuela to 
provide medical expertise in 
exchange for much needed 
Venezuelan oil) but also as a 
continuation of this 
commitment to 
internationalism. 
     Due to the almost annual 
wave of destruction caused by 
hurricanes, Cuban doctors 
have become specialists in 
disaster medicine. From the 

recent Pakistani earthquake 
and South Asian Tsunami to 
providing treatment of more 
than 20,000 children 
experiencing radiation sickness 
from the Chernobyl nuclear 
plant disaster Cuban doctors 
have become in a sense the 
world’s first response team 
whenever and wherever 
natural disasters affect the 
lives of millions in the poorest 
parts of the globe. Indeed the 
Cuban’s even offered to send 
1,500 doctors to New Orleans 
to assist in the humanitarian 
effort in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
Needless to say the US 
government did not take them 
up on their offer, however 
undeterred the Cuban’s have 
since established the Henry 
Reeve International Contingent 
of Doctors Specialized in 
Disasters and Serious 
Epidemics (in honour of the 
American who died fighting for 
Cuba’s independence) 
     From the military 
assistance given to national 
liberation movements to the 
dispatching of medical staff and 
technicians to the poorest 
nations on the globe, perhaps 

one of the most astounding 
things is that every single 
soldier and doctor has been a 
volunteer. This reinforces the 
fact that internationalism is 
not merely a stale 
pronouncement issued by the 
party but is a profound 
ideological and practical 
commitment which every 
Cuban holds dear.  
     Even today after 40 years 
of the economic blockade, 
repeated threats against the 
government and people of 
Cuba and the continued 
belligerence of the United 
States government to a people 
who’s only crime was to seize 
power for themselves and 
practice a less exploitative 
economic model, you would 
be hard pressed to find a 
single Cuban who harbours ill 
will to the ordinary American 
people. In fact through the 
Latin American school of 
medicine Cuba trains and 
educates doctors from the 
poorest largely African–
American communities in the 
US. Their example continues 
to be a source of inspiration 
for millions of people across 
the globe. 
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Charlie May gives an eyewitness report of the 50th anniversary 
celebrations, gives a first hand account at how Cuban socialism 
works and assesses the health and vitality of the revolution   
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I had the privilege to be 
part of the 50th 
Anniversary Cuba 
Solidarity Campaign 
work brigade over the 
Christmas period. This 
was the first opportunity 
I’d had to visit the island, 
despite wanting to do so 
for several years. In fact, 
as with many 
communists and 
socialists, it was the 
Cuban example that first 
inspired me to get into 
left wing politics in the 
first place. The fact that 
it was the 50th 
Anniversary of the 
Revolution, and that I 
would be there on the 
1st of January was just the 
icing on the cake. 
Although there were 
hardly any official 
celebrations due to the 
destruction caused by 
the three hurricanes that 
hit the island at the end 
of last year, it was still a 
remarkable time to visit 
Cuba. 
     One of the most 
frequent mistakes made 
by those on the left is 
that they tend to 
sometimes idealise Cuba 
as a socialist wonderland 
where everything is 
sorted. This 
understandably comes 
from the fact that Cuba 
gets so widely 
condemned in the press, 
in school and in 
academia. Communists 
who sit behind stalls and 
wear Che Guevara 
badges often get a 
torrent of abuse about 
the evil of communism. 
So then, the response 
given is to talk about all 

the achievements of the 
Revolution and how 
Cuba has done 
remarkably well 
considering its size, initial 
low level of economic 
development & 
infrastructure and the 
difficulties caused by the 
more than 47 year-long 
US economic blockade. 
All this is quite proper 
and the correct thing to 
do when faced with such 
brazen ignorance. 
However, it should not 
be forgotten that Cuba 
does not live in a bubble 
and has a wide array of 
problems that the 
government is trying to 
deal with. I will attempt 
to discuss some of these 
problems and explain 
some of the things that I 
saw first hand. I will also 
write about the meetings 
we had with members of 
the UJC (Union of Young 
Communists), the CDRs 
(Committee for the 
Defence of the 
Revolution), social 
workers and community 
groups.  
     The collapse of the 
Soviet Union and the 
socialism in Eastern 
Europe led to very 
difficult times for the 
Cuban people. Food and 
energy shortages were 
common, and so 
rationing was introduced. 
In response, the 
government decided that 
it would have to turn 
towards tourism as a 
way of saving the 
economy. This has 
proved to be both a 
benefit and a burden for 
the development of 

socialism in Cuba as it 
has led to the emergence 
many hitherto unknown 
social problems. Most 
tourists who visit Cuba 
generally do not go there 
to learn about socialism, 
but are rather more 
interested in the sun, 
sand, and fishing and 
diving. Many also go for 
the cheap rum, stolen 
cigars and prostitutes. 
These tourists never 
really venture outside 
their resorts or the main 
streets of the major 
cities such as Havana, 
Trinidad, Cienfuegos and 
Santiago. This leads to on 
the one hand the Cubans 
who work and live in 
these areas getting a 
distorted image of what 
capitalist society is like, 
and on the other hand, 
the tourists get a 
distorted image of what 
Cuba is really like. 
Walking around Havana, 
western tourists are 
constantly being harassed 
by jineteros (hustlers) 
who want you to buy 
their cigars (perhaps 
stolen or duds), drugs or 
are offering prostitutes. 
They are eager to get 
their hands on the 
Cuban Convertible Pesos 
(CUC), which are worth 
about 25 times more 
than the national pesos 
that most Cubans are 
paid with. Those who 
have access to CUCs can 
sometimes earn in a 
couple of days what 
normally would take a 
month or more. It is not 
only the hustlers who 
have access to CUCs, 
but also virtually anyone 

CUBA FACTFILE 4:  
UNIÓN DE JÓVENES 
COMUNISTAS (YCL)  
 
The UJC was 
established 
in 1962 and 
plays a key 
role not only 
in mobilising, educating & 
organising Cuba’s youth 
(more than 600,0000 
members are organised in 
50,000 branches) but it also 
plays a vital role in the 
Cuban political system as a 
whole. The mass 
organisations are fully 
integrated into the Cuban 
political system so the UJC 
has a say on every piece of 
legislation that affects 
Cuba’s youth. 
Their commitment to the 
international communist 
movement is 
unquestionable. The UJC 
have organised the World 
Festival of Youth & Students 
on two occasions the 11th 
Festival in 1978 and the 14th 
Festival in 1998. UJC has 
held the post of general 
secretary of the World 
Federation of Democratic 
Youth for the last six years, 
since 2003. 
The UJC works closely with 
the José Martí Pioneer 
Organization, which 
organises children and it 
produces a daily newspaper 
Juventud Rebelde (Rebel 
Youth) 
www.juventudrebelde.cu 



who works in the tourist or 
service industry. People who 
work in hotels, cafes, bars, 
restaurants and 
entertainment all get CUC 
tips from western tourists. 
Needless to say, this 
generates an antagonism 
between those with CUCs 
and those without. It creates 
a situation that is far from 
ideal for the construction of 
socialism. With one set of 
workers earning far more 
than others do, there 
develops the feeling that the 
socialist system does not 
benefit them. This perhaps 
explain why that a number 
of the western tourists that I 
spoke to reported that that 
had heard nothing but anti-
communism from the 
Cubans that they had met. 
Of course, the Cubans that 
they had met were 
benefiting greatly from the 
tourist industry. Talking to 
these people tends to give 

the impression that the 
memory of Guevara and 
Cienfuegos has been long 
forgotten and that the ‘new 
man’ was still a long way 
from being created. I have 
no doubt if they had met 
whom we met and seen 
what we had seen, their 
view of Cuba would be 
much different. It must be 
noted that the authorities 
are doing a great deal to 
deal with these issues, and 
that prostitution has 
decreased substantially in 
the last few years. We made 
friends with a Cuban 
musician with whom we 
walked around the streets of 
Havana. More than a few 
times, he was stopped by 
the police and asked to 
show his identification. The 
reason was that they 
believed him to be a hustler, 
drug dealer or pimp who 
might be involved in some 
kind of illegal activity or else 

was going to rip us off. This 
is a clear example that I 
witnessed first hand of the 
police actively trying to put a 
stop to the small time 
criminals and hustlers.  
     I have already said that 
the presence of tourists 
creates a distorted picture 
of capitalist society. One of 
the problems with those 
living in socialist countries is 
the tendency to have 
illusions about what life is 
really like in the advanced 
capitalist nations. After the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
a Russian wrote a letter to 
the Morning Star saying that 
he did not believe that 
Britain had 3 million 
unemployed, he thought it 
was propaganda. But Britain 
did have 3 million 
unemployed, as well as a 
Tory government that was 
hell bent on destroying all 
the achievements that the 
working class had won over 

years of struggle. Many 
Cubans also suffer from the 
same lack of understanding 
of what capitalism is really 
like. More than one Cuban I 
spoke to told me that they 
wanted to live in a western 
European country because it 
is easy to get a car, a house, 
an ipod and a mobile phone. 
Of course, I always 
explained about the housing 
crisis in Britain and how it is 
extremely difficult for 
people, especially young 
people to afford a house. I 
do not doubt that it would 
not be easy for Cubans to 
understand the justice in the 
fact that British people can 
go to their country and buy 
rum and cigars until they 
come out of their ears. Yet 
they have to save for 
months to buy simple 
electrical appliances. It 
proved difficult to point out 
that they must appreciate 
that Cuba has advanced 
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Alienation is a 
product of the 
“early Marx”, 
and an 
understanding 
of it is, I 
believe, key to 
a full 
understanding 
of Marx's later 
works.   

Opening ceremony of the 11th World 
Festival of Youth & Students, Havana 1978   



21 

SOCIALISM IN ACTION 

tremendously since the 
revolution despite all 
the obstacles faced. If 
they wanted to 
compare Cuba with a 
capitalist country then 
they should not pick 
Britain or the USA, but 
rather Columbia, Haiti 
or the Dominican 
Republic. This illusion 
in capitalist society has 
been exacerbated by 
the presence of 
tourists, and will not 
go away so long as 
there are those 
directly benefiting from 
their cash. Yet, it must 
be remembered that 
these workers are in a 
minority and that most 
Cubans are well aware 
of the achievements of 
the Revolution and the 
dangers that would 
emerge if capitalism 
returned to Cuba. 
     However, as 
brigadistas, we were 
able to see more of 
what life is like for 
Cubans who do not 
work in the tourist 
industry. We met 
representatives of the 
YCL’s fraternal 
organisation, the UJC. 
The UJC was created 
at a congress that 
united several 
revolutionary 
organisations on April 
4th 1962, chaired by 
Che Guevara. The new 
organisation was given 
three main 
responsibilities: to 
defend the revolution, 
to study and to work. 
Its first task was to 
carry out the 
education of 52, 000 
social workers who 
would carry out the 
transformation in 
education that the 
revolution brought. 
The UJC currently has 

600, 000 members 
operating in 50, 000 
cells. Membership to 
the UJC is a selective 
process where only 
the most dedicated are 
accepted. Prospective 
members have to 
prove that they are 
good, selfless citizens 
willing to commit to 
work and study. This is 
a way to prevent any 
self-serving careerists 
from joining and 
masquerading as 
communists. It is well 
known that after the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union, the Communist 
Party saw a massive 
decrease in its 
membership, 
demonstrating that 
there were many such 
careerists in the Party. 
These people did 
terrible damage to the 
standing of the Party 
and greatly hurt the 
development of 
socialism in the USSR. 
Cuban Communists 
learned greatly from 
this and so they are 
doing as much as 
possible to prevent the 
same from happening 
to their organisations. 
     The tasks of the 
UJC include coming up 
with solutions for 
youth unemployment, 
replacing energy-
consuming products 
with energy saving 
ones and providing sex 
education 
programmes. After the 
three devastating 
hurricanes at the end 
of last year the UJC 
were responsible for 
action in the recovery 
process. This meant 
the organisation of 
work brigades to help 
the worst affected 
areas. It also involved 

reforestation 
programmes in order 
to make up for all the 
trees taken by the 
hurricanes. The UJC 
fully understands the 
need to protect the 
environment from the 
damage caused by 
human activity. The 
UJC led the project 
that saw energy 
wasting appliances 
replaced with energy 
saving ones. This 
included the 
replacement of 
incandescent with 
energy saving light 
bulbs. They also gave 
talks on why it is 
important to preserve 
the environment and 
protect it for future 
generations. The UJC 
is involved in every 
aspect of life and is 
dedicated to educating 
future generations and 
turning them into 
communists. 
     We also met a 
representative of the 
Jose Marti 
organisation, which is 
for children over the 
age of six. We learned 
that membership 
required parental 
authorisation, but that 
most Cuban children 
were involved in it. It 
had school elections, 
with the 
representatives 
involved in how the 
school was run. This is 
evidence of how Cuba 
has rejected the 
‘bucket and tap’ 
method of education 
employed in the 
bourgeois countries in 
favour of the 
revolutionary method 
whereby the students 
are entirely involved in 
the teaching process. 
They also have student 

CUBA FACTFILE 5:  
ERNESTO ’CHE’ GUEVARA 
 
Born to a left-leaning middle class 
family in Rosario, Argentina, Ernesto 
Guevara grew to become one of the 
leading figures of the Cuban 
Revolution. 
After travelling through South America 
documented in the infamous 
Motorcycle Diaries. In 1954 Guevara 
found himself working as a doctor for 
the progressive government of Jacobo 
Arbenz. After attempting to introduce 
agrarian reform the Guatemalan 
government was forcibly overthrown 
by CIA backed coup, Guevara fled to 
Mexico where he joined forces with 
Fidel and Raul Castro. His first-hand 
experiences of CIA intervention in 
Guatemala played a crucial role in 
cementing his opinion on the need for 
Latin American unity to be able to 
withstand US imperialism. 
A charismatic organiser, he went on to 
essentially be second in command to 
Fidel in the guerrilla campaign in the 
mountains of southern Cuba, against 
the Batista regime. 
Following the success of the revolution 
his national and international fame 
rose steadily. Deeply committed to 
fostering socialist revolution around the 
world he left his positions as Minister of 
Industry and Director of the National 
Bank to organise guerrilla campaigns 
in the Congo in 1965 and later in 
Bolivia, where in 1967 his small guerrilla 
band was defeated and he was 
executed. 
Held up and promoted as an example 
to millions in Cuba and around the 
world, decades after his death, has 
transformed Che from a revolutionary 
leader into a global icon. 



congresses in which the 
leadership of the PCC are 
involved and where the 
educational system is 
debated. So much for the 
accusation that Cuba is not a 
democratic country, when 
democracy is practised at 
every level of society, even 
by school children. Every 
year there are student 
camps, which give both 
educational and recreational 
activities to the children. At 
these camps, it is the 
children themselves that 
decide the programme of 
events. They also organise 
dances and clubs for the 
young people as a way of 
providing culture. Later on, I 
met a 10-year-old girl who 
was going to the national 
radio station to give a talk. 
She was speaking about 
‘reggaeton’ music, and was 
attempting to convince 
young people not to listen to 
it because of the sexist and 
materialistic content of its 
lyrics. Reggaeton music is 
especially popular with young 
people, but is problematic 
because it characterises 
women as sex objects and 
encourages reverence for 
‘bling’ and material 
possessions. But here was a 
young girl going on national 

radio arguing that people 
should not listen to the kind 
of values (or lack thereof) 
that it espouses. This is an 
example of the kind of work 
that the revolutionary youth 
are involved in in Cuba. 
     The backbone of the 
Cuban Revolution is the 
CDRs, which every citizen is 
a part of. They are the mass 
participatory organisations of 
the Revolution, which, as the 
name suggests, are primarily 
tasked with defending the 
country from counter-
revolution. They were set up 
immediately after Batista was 
removed from power and 
they exist all over the island. 
It is doubtful whether the 
Revolution would have lasted 
50 days, let alone 50 years 
had it not been for the 
CDRs. We visited a CDR 
near Yaguay, which is in the 
centre of the island not far 
from the monument to 
Camilo Cienfuegos. We 
learned that the CDRs took 
a major role in the repair 
work done after the 
hurricanes. They noted 
down all the damage done to 
the houses and were 
responsible for organising 
the clear up effort and 
distribution of materials. The 
CDRs are the number one 
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organisation in Cuba for the mass 
mobilization of the people, and in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Gustav 
they proved there capabilities. 
     The CDR system came into 
being on 28th September 1960, 
using the slogan ‘En cada barrio, 
Revolution!’-‘In every barrio, 
Revolution’. Each CDR constitutes 
just a few blocks and is 
responsible for monitoring any 
signs of counter-revolutionary or 
otherwise illegal activity. They also 
organise the cleaning of the 
streets, parties, house repairs and 
other cultural activities. We latter 
met Cuban social workers who 
told us that much of the work 
they did was done in conjunction 
with the local CDR. An example 
was given that there was a case of 
a man who was unemployed that 
would spend his time scoring 
drugs and drinking. The social 
workers worked with the CDR 
officials who knew about the 
man’s history, his family and 
personal life. The reason that this 
method is employed is that the 
view in Cuba is if one person has a 
social problem then it is the 
responsibility of the whole 
community to understand the 
source of the individual’s problems 
and work to help them back into 
society. The CDRs are also tasked 
with implementing the educational, 
medical, political and cultural 
policies of the government. They 
find the best way for the policies 
to work in their own neighbour 
hood and report on any problems 
encountered. They are the 
frontline organisation of the 
Revolution, and are involved in all 
aspects of people’s lives.  
     The function of the CDRs can 
only be fully understood by a 
knowledge of the Marxist theory 
of the state. This is where the 
term ‘dictatorship of the 
proletariat’ and the more modern 
formulation ‘workers state power’ 
comes into play. Indeed, it is 
unlikely that the CDRs would have 
come into existence in the first 
place unless the leaders of the 
Revolution understood this 
concept. Marxists understand that 

SOCIALISM IN ACTION 

The CDR’s are 
the primary 
organisation 
that turns 
Marxist-
Leninist theory 
from being, 
mere words on 
pieces of 
paper to be 
discussed by 
university 
lecturers, into 
a real living 
entity that 
gives power to  
millions of 
people. 
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For the latest news on brigades being organised to Cuba visit the CSC brigade 
site at www.cuba-solidarity.org.uk/tours   

SOCIALISM IN ACTION 

the term ‘democracy’ is 
perhaps the most important 
yet most misused and 
misunderstood in modern 
politics. Communists 
maintain that democracy 
should be something that 
involves every single person, 
a truly participatory form of 
governance. The bourgeois 
democracies that exist in 
western Europe and the 
USA serve to disguise the 
class domination of the 
capitalists and their servants 
in parliament, the press and 
civil service. The right to 
vote, assemble and form 
trade unions only exist 
because the labouring 
classes fought over centuries 
for them. They were not 
bestowed because the ruling 
classes were generous 
bleeding hearts, but rather 
because the people forced 
them into a compromise. 
Marx and Lenin asserted 
that the first task of 
revolution is to smash the 
bourgeois state and replace 
it with the workers state. 
Their theories were heavily 
based upon the experience 

of the Paris commune of 
1871. During this time the 
workers representatives 
were paid the same as the 
average worker and were 
instantly recallable. They 
were truly accountable to 
the people because they 
were ‘normal’ citizens who 
had no material incentive to 
do what they did, and if the 
people did not feel they 
were being properly 
represented then the official 
could be replaced. It was the 
genesis of the working class 
state that existed after the 
1917 Russian Revolution. 
The CDRs are comparable 
to the Russian Soviets that 
exercised state power in the 
early days of the USSR. The 
prime role of the workers 
state should be to suppress 
the bourgeoisie and stop 
them from returning to 
power by using the power 
that they retain even after 
all their property and money 
has been taken from them. 
Even after the destruction of 
the bourgeois state and 
nationalisation of the means 
of production, distribution 
and exchange, the capitalists 
will retain power in the 
form of their connections, 
ideological legacy and money 
that they will no doubt run 
off with. The laws that the 
bourgeoisie used to 
suppress the workers would 
be replaced with workers 
laws to suppress the 
bourgeoisie. In the 
parliaments of the capitalist 
nations only lip service is 
made to the idea that 
people are involved in the 
decision making process. In 

the workers state the 
working class would be 
instrumental in the decision 
making process. This is the 
theory: in Cuba theory has 
been made reality for all to 
see. The CDRs are the 
mechanism whereby the 
vast mass of the working 
people are mobilised and 
involved in the decision 
making process. They are 
the prime organisation that 
turns Marxist-Leninist 
theory from being mere 
words on pieces of paper to 
be discussed by university 
lecturers into a real living 
entity that gives power to 
the millions.  
     At the CDR in Yaguay 
we were told that the 
previous President had been 
sent to prison for 1 year for 
stealing resources and 
money. This shows that on 
the one hand that there is 
still corruption and theft 
being committed by those 
who are supposed to be 
representing the people. But 
it also shows that those who 
get caught committing such 
crimes against the people 
and the Revolution will be 
severely punished. It is an 
example of how the 
government is fully 
committed to preventing 
self-serving rats from passing 
themselves off as 
representatives of the 
people. 
     I could tell you about 
each encounter I had with 
Cubans, and convey what 
each thought about the 
Revolution and socialism, 
but there would not be 
enough space. I will, 

however, give one last 
example of what I saw in 
Cuba. After visiting a school, 
we went to a social event 
where one of the local 
teachers was present. She 
told us how she sometimes 
felt she, and Cuba, were 
alone. With nearly all of the 
worlds nations openly 
hostile to what is being 
done in Cuba, it often felt 
like the whole planet was 
against them. However, the 
presence of the Brigades 
was a reminder that while 
the governments of capitalist 
countries were hostile to 
socialism, they were not the 
proper representatives of 
the people. She was 
reminded that there were 
those in the heartlands of 
imperialism that did indeed 
tremble with indignation at 
the barbarous injustices 
done by our governments. 
For her, meeting socialists, 
communists and 
progressives from western 
Europe was an inspirational 
occurrence that reaffirmed 
her belief in socialism. I saw 
then that the brigades serve 
the purpose of us learning 
about Cuba, but they also 
give Cubans the chance to 
meet Westerners that do 
not feel the same as the 
tourists. The brigades are a 
true exchange, with both 
sides learning, and being 
inspired to carry out the 
task of building socialism. So 
if you go to Cuba, I would 
suggest you do not go as a 
tourist; go as a brigadista 
and then you will really learn 
something! 
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FUTURE FOR THE REVOLUTION 

the future hold?the future hold?  
What doesWhat does  

Cuba Solidarity Campaign general secretary Cuba Solidarity Campaign general secretary Rob Miller Rob Miller looks at the future looks at the future 
and current threats to the Cuban revolutionand current threats to the Cuban revolution  



 “The last year has been the 
worst to date in terms of the 
ruthless application of 
Washington's policy of sanctions 
against Cuba.  In tightening the 
noose, it has been guilty of 
irrational persecution of 
government agencies, firms, 
banks and citizens in third 
countries” 
     This was the chilling 
conclusion to the Cuban 
report on the effects of the 
US blockade submitted to the 
United Nations in October 
2008. It illustrates the 
intensity with which the Bush 
administration has 
strengthened its blockade of 
Cuba over the past 8 years of 
office. 
     The actual outcome of the 
vote at the United Nations 
was actually 185 countries 
against just 3 to end the 
blockade, yet still it continues.  
Will the new Obama 
administration bring any 
change to this fraught 
relationship which has been 
so warped by the influence of 
some within the Florida based 
Cuban American groups ? 
     Cuba estimates that the 
direct economic damage 
inflicted by the blockade on 
Cuba since its inception is 
over 93 billion dollars, a figure 
that equates to 1.6 times 
Cuba's GDP.  The blockade is 
the greatest threat to the 
development of the islands 
economy, and ever since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union 
and the loss of Cuba’s Eastern 
European partners, the 
blockade has threatened the 
very survival of Socialist Cuba. 
     The blockade reduces 
Cuba's room for manoeuvre 
within the international 
economy and complicates its 
integration into the world 
economy.  It impacts directly 
by significantly increasing the 
costs of trading 
internationally, as Cuba is 
forced to look further for 
trade partners and pays a 
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premium to circumvent the 
blockade where that is 
possible. 
     US hardliners, and US 
based internet bloggers 
around the world, criticise 
those of us who use the 
term ‘blockade’ to describe 
the economic assault on 
Cuba, preferring the term 
‘embargo’.  Their reasoning 
- that this is purely a 
bilateral question for the US 
and Cuba.  The facts are 
that the US is using its 
financial dominance to 
increasingly internationalise 
the economic aggression, 
and this is now one of the 
most severe ‘blockades’ of 
any country outside of 
outright war. 
     Cuba is of little threat to 
the US superpower, except 
perhaps that of a ‘good 
example’, and after almost 
50 years of blockade it is for 
the United States to begin 
the process of dismantling 
the intricate elements in its 
economic war on Cuba.  
     Perhaps the new Obama 
administration in the White 
House will respond more 
positively to the increasingly 
confident US lobby of 
business people and 
politicians who are calling 
for an end to the blockade. 
     A number of US 
Senators such as 
Christopher Dodd continue 
to call for change 
“Washington should change 
its stance on Cuba radically, 
lift the blockade, remove 
the restrictions on travel 
and remittances and open a 
dialogue on matters of 
mutual interest.” 
     Obama has said that he 
will loosen restrictions on 
remittances from Cubans 
living in the United States to 
relatives on the island, and 
on the travel between the 
United States and Cuba.  
Obama talks of “shows of 
good faith” that would help 

move the U.S.-Cuba 
relationship "in the direction 
of normalisation." He has 
also indicated that he would 
discuss issues directly with 
the Cuban Government.  
This is a welcome different 
approach to his 
predecessor. 
     In February 2009 the 
U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a 
spending bill that includes 
changes that will make it 
easier for Cuban –
Americans to travel to the 
island to visit relatives. The 
2009 US budget also 
contains several revisions to 
Cuba policy that signal a 
trend toward further 
engagement with Cuba and 
less effort to enforce the 
sanctions policy. 
     Just recently Raul Castro 
said “Let's do a gesture for 
gesture," when discussing 
the plight of the Miami Five 
and a possible deal with the 
US to see them returned to 
Cuba. 
     After 50 years the future 
for the Revolution is bright.  
The recent integration of 
Cuba into the Rio Group of 
Latin American and 
Caribbean countries was a 
triumph for Cuban 
diplomacy.  At the same 
time economic links 
continue to be forged with 
many countries and the 
burgeoning relationship with 
Venezuela, as well as with 
Brazil and China, are 
contributing hugely to the 
island’s economic growth.  
The economy has been 
growing by around a very 
healthy 10% per annum over 
recent years, and even 
despite the 3 devastating 
hurricanes which hit the 
island in 2008, it has still 
managed growth by an 
estimated 4% over the last 
12 months. 
     Economic growth has 
enabled refurbishment to 

Cuba 
estimates 
that the 
direct 
economic 
damage 
inflicted by 
the blockade 
on Cuba 
since its 
inception is 
over 93 
billion dollars, 
a figure that 
equates to 
1.6 times 
Cuba's GDP 
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take place across the island’s 
infrastructure, salaries have 
been substantially increased 
for many sectors and welfare 
benefits have been improved. 
Yet expectations are running 
high and there is much to do 
particularly in domestic 
productivity and especially 
housing which is a real 
problem for many Cubans. 
     There have been other 
significant developments for 
Cuba.  The oil reserves off the 
islands proved to be larger 
than first suspected and there 
is now believed to be approx. 
$20 billion worth.  Yet 
previous finds have not so far 
resulted in development and it 
could be many years before 
Cuba reaps any rewards from 
such discoveries. 
     Cuba is ideally placed to be 
a major trading hub for the 
entire Americas region.  Not 
only is it the largest island in 
the Caribbean, it has the 
infrastructure in place and a 
highly skilled workforce within 
a very stable society. The 
obstacle in the way remains 
the US blockade.  However 
there are signs that the 
position in the US may be 
shifting.  An influential 
coalition of US business 
groups called in a recent letter 
to President-elect Obama for 
“the complete removal of 
trade and travel restrictions 
on Cuba”. 
     Cuba wants ‘normal’ 
relations with countries across 
the globe. It has chosen its 
own path to development and 
that should be respected. 
Increasingly it is the United 
States that is isolated on these 
questions and not Cuba. The 
US, and indeed the UK 
Government, would do well 
to embrace the opportunities 
that are there for trade, 
scientific and cultural 
exchange.  
     The best way to show that 
intention clearly would be for 
the Foreign Secretary David 

Miliband to travel to Havana 
to have direct discussions with 
the Cuban Government.  
     There is absolutely no 
reason to stop Mr Miliband 
from going. 
     In 2008 the EU lifted 
remaining sanctions which had 
previously restricted high level 
government exchanges. 
     Spain has already sent its 
Foreign Secretary to Cuba and 
a Presidential visit is likely. 
     Irish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Micheál Martin, has 
just returned from a successful 
formal visit in February 2009.  
Many more European visits 
are sure to follow.  
     A UK Ministerial visit in 
2009 would be a real chance 
for the UK to show once and 
for all that it does have an 
independent foreign policy. 
     The Cuba Solidarity 
Campaign has launched the 
Wish you were here 
campaign postcards to David 
Miliband. The cards ask him to 
visit Cuba in the 50th 
anniversary year of its 
Revolution and break with the 
US driven policies of the past. 
     You can help the campaign 
by signing and distributing 
copies of the cards which are 
available from CSC at  
campaigns@cuba-
solidarity.org.uk  
0208 8000155 
     As the Cubans celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of their 
Revolution, and Barack 
Obama moves in to the White 
House, isn’t it time for Britain 
to have a fresh policy too?  
     There are those in the US 
who would stop at nothing to 
derail any small steps towards 
‘normalisation’. There could 
well be dangerous times 
ahead. Solidarity is still needed 
to further the process and 
ensure that in Britain we 
encourage better relations 
rather than cling to outdated, 
aggressive, and frankly ‘anti-
Communist’ driven positions. 
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CUBA FACTFILE 6: 
JOSÉ MARTÍ  
 
José Julián Martí 
Pérez (January 28, 
1853–May 19, 1895) 
was a key figure in 
the Cuban national 
independence 
movement in the late 19th Century. 
He travelled extensively throughout 
Spain, Latin America, and the United 
States organising and raising support for 
the struggle for Cuban independence. 
His unification of the Cuban emigré 
community, particularly in Florida, was 
crucial to the success of the Cuban War 
of Independence against Spain. 
Martí’s emphasis on national popular 
sovereignty in his writings in Patria which 
was later to become the official organ 
of the party established by Martí, the 
Cuban Revolutionary Party, continue to 
be used today. 
Martí was not merely an intellectual his 
example of sacrifice continues to be 
held up as he was a key figure in the 
planning and execution of this war. He 
died fighting against Spanish troops 
during the Cuban war of Independence 
just three years before the island gained 
it’s independence from Spain. 
José Martí  is regarded today as a 
Cuban national hero, in much the same 
way as Simon Bolivar is in Venezuela. His 
statues and writings can be found 
throughout Havana and Cuban 
Communists continue to see him as a 
major influence and example in the 
struggles faced by Cuba today. 



The Communist Party of 
Cuba established in the 
1920s and having undergone 
several name changes 
reverted back to its original 
name in 1965. 
With a clear affiliation to the 
Soviet Union during the years 
of the Cold War, its 
ideological outlook 
nevertheless maintained 
several distinctly Cuban 
parameters which featured 
and feature quite 
prominently. 
     Whilst working 
clandestinely, in particular in 
the years immediately 
preceding the success of the 
revolution in 1959, it 
developed an organisational 
outlook which contained a 
number of elements that 
were not present, certainly 
to such an extent, in many of 
its sister parties around the 
world. 
     It contained a strong 
element of national 

historicity, exemplified by 
19th Cuban writer Jose Martí 
whose status as national hero 
is held up and promoted to 
this day. 
     Like many colonies in 
Latin America & the 
Caribbean, Cuba also saw the 
emergence of a nationalist 
movement in the 19th 
Century. Parallel to other 
Spanish colonies, from this 
nationalist movement Martí 
emerged as a figure that is 
held up as national hero 
today, like Jose Rizal in the 
Philippines, Simon Bolivar in 
Venezuela or Miguel Hidalgo 
in Mexico. As a matter of 
fact, the Cuban Communist 
Party is officially defined in 
the country’s constitution as 
Martíst and Marxist-Leninist. 
     Cuba’s indigenous past 
was brushed under the 
carpet for a long time, it had 
been assumed that the 
Spanish conquest all but 
wiped out its indigenous 

inhabitants and further 
investigations were deemed 
unnecessary so as not to 
upset the feeling of national 
unity espoused for so long by 
the revolution and its 
leaders. This feeling of 
national unity became ever 
more important as the 
enemies of the revolution 
stepped up its efforts with 
diplomacy, military invasion 
and terrorist attacks on 
Cuban infrastructure. The 
forging of a nation from a 
basis of a society marred by 
racism and stark social 
inequalities necessitated 
unity, and with a substantial 
promotion of patriotism the 
building of a new Cuba after 
the revolution had found its 
perfect handmaiden. 
     However not all notions 
of Cuba’s indigenous past 
were brushed aside. Hatuey, 
a 16th chief of Taino Indians 
who, leading resistance 
against the Spanish on the 
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MarxismMarxism--LeninismLeninism  

Sarah Llewellyn looks at the how Cuban Communists approach 
ideology and theoretical questions and asks is there anything we 
can learn from their example 

THEORY  

This feeling of 
national unity 
became ever 
more important as 
the enemies of 
the revolution 
stepped up its 
efforts with 
diplomacy, 
military invasion 
and terrorist 
attacks on Cuban 
infrastructure.  



prominence in the Cuban 
government’s theory of 
organisational practice. 
     With regard to the 
Communist Party of Cuba, the 
fate of the PCC is slightly 
different from most other CPs. 
The victory of the revolution 
was largely led by Fidel Castro 
in personal command, with his 
26th of July movement being 
the overarching structure. The 
Communist Party, founded in 
1920 and renamed to Popular 
Socialist Party later (for 
electoral reasons) was initially 
critical of Fidel and his 
revolutionary movement. 
However in parts of the 
leadership and within the rank 
and file already a swing of 
opinion visible once Castro’s 
forces gained in strength. 
     Consequently, the Popular 
Socialist Party merged into the 
unified structures of the ORI 
(Integrated Revolutionary 
Organisations), two years after 
the revolution. This included 
the PSP, 26th of July Movement 
as well as the Revolutionary 
Directory March 13th. In 1962 
the ORI changed its name to 
PURSC (United Party of the 
Socialist Revolution in Cuba). 
Finally, in October 1965, 
PURSC became the Communist 
Party of Cuba of today. Fidel 
Castro and Raul Castro became 
leaders of its first Central 
Committee. 
     Che Guevara, another 
prominent member of the 26th 
of July Movement and later the 
ORI / PURSC left Cuba in 1965 
to actively promote socialist 
revolution first in the Congo 
and later in Bolivia where he 
met his end in 1967. 
     Consistent with the ban on 
personality cults, Guevara’s life 
was subsequently held up as 
exemplary and promoted as a 
model to young and old alike 
after his execution. 
     Speaking of ‘Guevarism’ as 
we speak of Marxism or 
Marxism-Leninism or Martísm 
in a Cuban context may not be 
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neighbouring island of 
Hispaniola escaped to Cuba to 
warn is local inhabitants of the 
imminent invasion of the 
Spanish is celebrated today as 
‘Cuba’s first national hero’ 
though in prominence far 
below Jose Martí. In recent 
years there has however been 
renewed academic interest in 
understanding and investing 
this aspect of Cuban history 
and its broader indigenous past 
in general. 
     Another key element is the 
impact of the life and works of 
the revolution’s undisputed 
leader: Fidel Castro. His 
analyses of the current 
situation and current problems 
and challenges have always 
been poignant and have been 
featured prominently in the 
national media since the 
revolution to this day. 
     One of the recurrent 
themes in the deliberations of 
Fidel Castro is that of 
independence/sovereignty, 
taking – understandably –  
prominence over many other 
aspects. With Cuba having 
been in a colonial or neo-
colonial state between 1511 
and 1959 asserting sovereignty 
against foreign aggression 
quickly became a key element 
to rally the Cuban people to 
the defence of their newly 
found freedom. Not least after 
1961 as the United States 
under the new Kennedy 
administration stepped up 
its efforts to crush the 
revolution. In April 1961 
the US coordinated a 
military 

intervention by Exiles which 
was repelled, in 1962 Kennedy 
signed into law the unilateral 
blockade which remains to this 
day. Hostility during the 1960s 
and 1970s against Cuba 
manifested itself in paramilitary 
form with the beginnings of 
non-conventional armed 
attacks on hotels and 
infrastructure. In this context 
the idea of asserting total 
sovereignty and independence 
against all outside intervention 
must logically have formed the 
key element in the exposition 
of revolutionary ideology after 
the revolution. Both enemies 
and supporters of the Cuban 
revolution alike concede that 
with its success, for the first 
time in over 400 years of 
Cuban history, the fate of the 
country and all national affairs 
are now being decided by the 
Cuban people themselves. 
     This notion of sovereignty 
and independence which 
logically has gone hand in hand 
with the promotion of 
patriotism which is very visible 
to any visitor to the island 
today. 
     However there are many 
other elements which feature 
prominently. Like in all other 
socialist countries of course 
health and education play a key 

role in society. In Cuba 
these two are elevated to 
not only cornerstones of 

society but also fundamental 
tenets of human existence – 
which they evidently are. In 

practical terms this is 
reflected in health 
and education being 
integrated into all 
aspects of 

organisation. From the 
planning of new 
industrial sites in 
Cuba to military 
operations in Africa, 
on all occasions 
health and education 
are integrated 
elements stemming 
from their 
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wholly appropriate 
though the personality 
cult around ‘model 
revolutionary’ Ernesto 
‘Che’ Guevara plays a big 
role in both the 
ideological formation of 
Communist Party as well 
as members of mass 
organisations. 
     At the outset of the 
formation of party 
structures (in its PURSC 
days) Fidel Castro 
addressed the new party 
militants with what 
would become one of 
the foundations of party 
life: 
     ‘You have to be an 
exemplary worker, but, 
moreover you have to 
accept the Socialist 
Revolution, you have to 
accept the ideology of 
the Revolution, you have 
to strive – from now on 
– to form part of the 
revolutionary nucleus, 
accept the 
responsibilities which 
come with being a 
revolutionary core, but 
equally it is also 
necessary to lead a clean 
life…’ 
     When then the first 
Central Committee of 
the Cuban Communist 
Party was constituted in 
October 1965, Fidel 
Castro made public Che 
Guevara’s farewell letter. 

On the same occasion 
Che was for the first 
time elevated to the 
status of a living  example 
for all, organiser of the 
vanguard of the 
Revolution and a key 
contributor to the 
development of the 
politico-ideological 
consciousness of the 
Cuban people. 
     Today Che Guevara’s 
writings and exemplary 
life are being featured in 
the most prominent 
position in all aspects of 
political education. While 
the function of role 
models plays a great role 
in mass organisations, 
schools and  popular 
education, Cuba is also 
embracing new 
technologies publishing 
online versions of 
theoretical journals such 
as Cuba Socialista free of 
charge on the internet. 
     The approach to 
ideology in Cuba is 
undeniably one which 
allows for lively debate 
throughout the party, 
YCL, mass organisations 
and society at large. The 
Cuban political system 
enshrines mass 
participation and 
contribution to healthy 
theoretical and 
ideological debate. It is an 
approach which is 

evidently successful to 
anyone who visits the 
island.  
     At no time during the 
revolutionary process 
have the challenges faced 
by the revolution been 
tackled by applying a stale 
dogmatic approach to 
Marxist—Leninist theory. 
Crucially the Cuban’s 
have recognised that 
Communist theory did 
not begin with Marx and 
end with Lenin, it is a 
product of the struggles 
of all hitherto existing 
societies. Their 
incorporation of pre-
Marxist Cuban 
revolutionaries has 
helped to reinforce the 
moral core of the 
revolution and reinforce 
the historicity of the 
Cuban revolution.  
     The ‘59 generation 
understandably continues 
to play a prominent 
ideological and strategic 
role in the revolutionary 
process. The next 
challenge the Cuban’s 
will face will be their 
replacement, 50 years of 
intense ideological debate 
across society has more 
than adequately prepared 
successive generations 
for the role of leading the 
revolution for the next 
50 years and more. 
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CUBA FACTFILE 7:  
PARTIDO 
COMUNISTA DE 
CUBA (CP CUBA 
PART 2) 
 
In July 1961 the PSP, July 26th 
Movement and other socialist & 
revolutionaries joined together to 
form the Integrated Socialist 
Organisations, which became 
the United Party of the Cuban 
Socialist Revolution before finally 
becoming the Communist Party 
of Cuba on October 3rd 1965. 
As the party concentrated on 
consolidating and deepening the 
revolution the party remained a 
relatively small organisation. 
Nearly a decade later party 
membership still only stood at the 
relatively small number of 55,000.  
Today the party has nearly 
800,000 members and remains 
the only political party in Cuba. 
Although there are no restrictions 
on forming other parties, counter-
revolutionary activities are 
banned. 
Although the PCC plays a 
leading role in society in 
providing the ideological focus 
for debates on policy & strategy, 
it does not stand candidates in 
any of Cuba’s elections, indeed it 
is prohibited by law from playing 
any role in the nomination of 
candidates. 
Party cadres are however active 
at every level of society and one 
can only be accepted into party 
membership if they are 
nominated by their respective 
organisations for their 
‘revolutionary example & selfless 
commitment’. 
The PCC is ruthless when it comes 
to routing out petty corruption 
and even senior party officials 
receive little more than average 
wages, live in ordinary working 
class areas and have no access 
to foreign currency. 
The PCC is also very open about 
mistakes that have been made in 
the past and continues to seek to 
rectify them, particularly recently 
with regards to addressing LGBT 
rights and rectifying mistakes 
made during the ‘special period’. 



what we stand for
…The youth wing of the Communist Party
It aims to build support among young people for the 

Communist Party’s programme, Britain's Road to Socialism and 
to increase young people’s involvement in politics.The Young 
Communist League is organisationally autonomous and decides its 
own activities and priorities. 

…Democratic 
Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held 

at least once every two years, and are carried out by an elected 
Executive Committee. The League also fights to defend and 
strengthen democratic rights. It rejects unfair discrimination on 
the basis of race, sex, age, sexuality or religious or other belief. It 
calls for the abolition of the monarchy and the House of Lords and 
regards the European Union as an undemocratic and reactionary 
institution which serves the interests of big business rather than 
those of Europe’s working people.

…Centralised 
Democratically taken decisions are binding across the 

organisation, although local branches decide how best to 
implement them in their own areas.

…Part of a mass movement
It never puts its own interests as an organisation above 

those of the movement as a whole and it seeks to build the 
widest possible coalition behind progressive policies. The Morning 
Star, Britain’s only socialist daily newspaper, plays a vital role in 
strengthening the left and the League works actively to support 
the paper and raise its circulation. The League also recognises the 
importance of trade unions as the broadest mass organisations of 
the working class and fights all anti-trade union laws.

…Communist
It works to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society 

based on common ownership and democratic control, drawing 
on the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin and others as well as on the 

experience of socialist countries since 1917. In the context of this 
struggle it seeks to defend and strengthen public services, the 
welfare state and the NHS. It believes that everyone has the right 
to free and inclusive secular education including nursery care, 
schools, universities, community colleges and adult education 
centres. The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the 
struggle to protect the natural environment, which is being wilfully 
damaged by corporations and capitalist governments in their drive 
for short-term profit.

…Internationalist 
It is a member organisation of the World Federation of 

Democratic Youth, which represents millions of progressive 
young people in around 100 countries. It campaigns in solidarity 
with sister Young Communist organisations around the World 
and defends existing socialist countries. It backs the right to self 
determination and opposes any attempt by imperialist states such 
as Britain, the US and the European Union to impose their will 
on the peoples of the world or to exploit or to exploit the world’s 
resources for capitalist profit. It calls for unilateral, immediate and 
unconditional nuclear disarmament.

…Revolutionary
It aims not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not 

mean that the League calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, 
although we defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for 
their liberation. It means realising that only a fundamental shift in 
power from the capitalists to the working people can guarantee 
democratic rights and social progress. Socialist revolution in 
Britain can and should be achieved by peaceful means, through a 
combination of elections with mass work outside parliament.  
The League publicises its activities, its theory and its revolutionary 
perspective on the day to day struggle through its magazine 
Challenge, which also provides a channel for debate within the 
organisation and the wider movement.

The Young Communist League is…

The League 
aims not  
to mend 
capitalism, 
but to end it

✄

If you would like more information about the Young Communist League, 

or would like to order a subscription to Challenge, simply fill out the form 

below and send it to:

Young Communist League, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, London CR0 1BD 

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Post code: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daytime telephone: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Evening telephone: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Age:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Occupation:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  A Challenge subscription is £7 for two years (eight issues). Cheques should be made payable to Young Communist League.
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New YCL T-shirt 
£12.50 (inc p&p) 
Order Today!              M       L        XL 
Name 
 
Address 
 
 
Cheques/P.O. Payable to YCL; Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd 
Croydon, London CR0 1BD 
Order online at www.communist-party.org.uk 

Commie Q&A... 
In the next issue of Challenge we open our pages to any question you care to ask. 

 
Do you want to know how to set up a YCL group in your area? 

Is there something you always wanted to know about Marxist theory but were afraid to ask? 
Do you violently disagree with an article in Challenge? 

Want to know how to get your friends interested in Communism? 
 

All submissions will be considered for publication, write to us at:  
Challenge, YCL, Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, Croydon CR0 1BD         challenge@ycl.org.uk 



 

The Morning Star  60p from your local newsagent 

For news 
For sport 
For working class politics 
 
There is no better way to wake up. 

morningstaronline.co.uk 


