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editorial 
We are coming to you at a time when the capitalist world order 
is in a bit of trouble with the housing crisis, credit crunch and 
energy/fuel crisis. 
 
While this is happening it is also true that the worlds governments are spending 
billions of pounds in public money on bailing out these companies and allowing 
the extortionate energy prices to continue rising. 
 
We, the progressive movement, need to bring to the political table is not only 
criticisms but ideas on ‘where we can go from here’.  
 
In this issue we are delighted to feature Yogendra Shahi  vice president of the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth and a member of the international 
department of the All-Nepal National Free Students Union, writing about the 
exciting developments in his country. 
 
Elsewhere in the issue Francis McKay looks at the history of the USA’s black 
panther party and its struggle for socialism in America. 
 
I have explored the depths of Britain’s housing crisis and present the communist 
response  
 
Sean O’Cuinn delves beyond the headlines to look at  the causes of the crisis in 
South Ossetia & Abkhazia and the wider implications of the Georgia ‘crisis’. 
 
Gawain Little explains why teachers are taking strike action & why the labour 
movement should support it and George Waterhouse puts the case for 
revolutionary  education. 
 
Isabelle Brown exposes primary school testing while Joanne Stevenson explores 
the grim reality for young  women workers  
 
Finally Marc Livingston reports on his experience as part of a Cuba Solidarity 
Campaign work brigade to Cuba, discovering the reality of socialism.  
 
We are always seeking materials to publish in Challenge, if you would like to 
write an article for a future edition please send it to YCL, Ruskin House, 
Croydon, London CR0 1BD. 
 
If you are interested in joining the Young Communist League or Communist 
Party then complete form on the ‘What We Stand For’ page and send it to the 
above address. 
 
In solidarity and comradeship, 
Steven Martin 

Steven 
Martin 
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comes to 
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NEWS  

in the news 
 

olivian 
President Evo 

Morales has begun 
talks with 
opposition leaders 
in a bid to defuse a 
political crisis in 
the country. 
     Violence has 
escalated in recent 
weeks after the 
Bolivan US backed 
conservatives 
murdered 16 pro-
government farmers 
in the northern 
region of Pando. This 
recent act of 
intimidation has 
resulted in the 
cumulation in the 
deaths of at least 30 
people, mainly in the 
Pando region where 
Mr Morales declared 
a state of emergency 
last week. 
     The forces are 
opposed to Mr 
Morales left wing 
constitution which 
involves the 
redistribution of 

Whatever happened 
to ‘free trade’? 

he future of up to 
40,000 thousands of 

jobs is in the balance in 
the wake of Lloyds 
TSB's £12.2bn takeover 
of Halifax Bank of 
Scotland (HBOS). 
     Despite this the 
takeover will lead to cost 
savings of more than £1bn, 
Lloyds added. The takeover 
by Lloyds TSB values shares 
in HBOS at 232p each. 
     The British government 
has also capitulated to the 
demands of big business 
having said it is 
"determined" to ensure the 
stability of the financial 

system and protect savers. 
Gordon Brown pledged to 
"do everything to protect 
depositors in Britain, who 
need to have confidence in 
the banking system". 
     The Financial Services 
Authority (FSA) welcomed 
the merger saying it would 
"enhance stability within 
financial markets and 
improve confidence among 
customers and investors in 
the British financial sector". 
     The deal comes as a 
crisis of confidence on 
global financial markets has 
wreaked havoc in recent 
days. 

T 

natural gas revenues from 
Bolivia's wealth and give to 
the poor while also giving a 
greater voice to the 
country's large indigenous 
community. 
     The Bolivian troops have 
arrested the pro-US 
governor of the northern 
province wracked by deadly 
anti-government violence 
early in September 08. 

B 

Morales’ bid to solve 
Bolivia’s political 
crisis 
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Want to contribute an 
article to Challenge? 

 
Send contributions or letters to: 

 

Challenge, Young Communist League 
Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd, 

Croydon, London CR0 1BD 
 

or e-mail  challenge@ycl.org.uk 
editor@challenge-capitalism.org.uk 
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Unemployment sky-rockets 

Danes 
jailed for 
FARC 
support 

ix people have been 
convicted in 

Denmark of raising 
funds for the Colombian 
left wing organisation 
FARC.  
     The six sold garments 
bearing the logos of the 
Palestinian PFLP and 
Colombia's Farc. Proceeds 
were to be sent to the 
groups, which the EU says 
are terrorist organisations. 
The money would finance 
Farc radio stations in 
Colombia and a graphics 
studio in the Palestinian 
territories 
     FARC is the remnants of 
the socialist movement in 
Colombia and has been 
forced into a 40-year 
conflict with Colombian 
state forces and right-wing 
paramilitary groups, while 
the PFLP, which combines 
Arab nationalism with 
Marxist-Leninist ideology, 
has been fighting for a 
separate Palestinian 
homeland. 
     Two of the defendants 
were sentenced to six 
months behind bars, while 
others received suspended 
jail terms. 

S

t least 19 people 
have been killed in 

a riot at a prison in 
Mexico - the second 
outbreak of violence at 
the jail in less than a 
week, officials say. 
     Family members were 
quoted as saying inmates 
were protesting at their 
treatment since a riot on 
Sunday which led to at 
least three inmates' 
deaths. 
     Hundreds of family 
members have been 
gathering outside the 
prison since Sunday's riot, 
which destroyed large 
parts of the prison. 
     At least three inmates 
died in the first riot - 
which was reportedly 
sparked by the death of an 
inmate during a search for 
drugs and weapons - 
although some reports 
put the total at four. 
     Relatives said the 
second riot broke out 
because inmates had not 
been given any food or 
water for 4 days. They 
have also reportedly 
accused the authorities of 
lying about these events. 

he number of people 
unemployed in 

Britain rose by 81,000 
to 1.72 million between 
May and July 2008. 
     This confirms what 
many unions have been 
saying that total 
unemployment will reach 

two million during 2009. 
     TUC general secretary, 
Brendan Barber, highlighted 
this issue by identifying that 
“It is more important than 
ever that we have a co-
ordinated economic 
response to the downturn 
that puts more money into 

the pockets of middle and 
low income families. 
     At the same time the 
Bank of England must play 
its part. It is clear that 
deflation is a much more 
pressing threat than 
inflation, and interest rates 
should be cut  

T 

Mexico 
state 

violence 
A 

Students demands 
fairer bursaries 

tudents from 
poorer homes are 

losing out under the 
current system of 
university bursaries, a 
report claims. 
     The Higher Education 
Policy Institute (Hepi) 
says students with similar 
needs receive differing 
amounts of financial help 
from institutions. Hepi 
says a national bursary 
scheme for England is the 
only way to ensure 
awards are fairly 
allocated. 
     The idea was rejected 
by universities and the 
government, but 
welcomed by the NUS. 

     England's Minister for 
Higher Education Bill 
Rammell said it was for 
institutions themselves, 
subject to approval from 
Offa (the Office for Fair 
Access), to decide how 
to support their students. 
     But the NUS said the 
report backed up what it 
had been saying for years. 
NUS president Wes 
Streeting said: "The 
current system is 
complex and confusing. 
We need a single national 
bursary scheme, so that 
financial support is based 
on what students need, 
not where they study." 

S
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NE PAL  

Nepal is a tiny & beautiful 
mountainous country sandwiched 
between two giant powers China 
and India.  While it has a glory of 
being never trodden by foreigners, 
Rana Oligarchy exploited it for 108 
years. Thirty-year of one party 
Panchayat System had also kept 
Nepal under the same feudalist 
underdevelopment. The people’s 
movement of 1990 introduced the 
country into democratic polity 
however decade long system 
marked by the same rhetoric of 
failure and faced more than a 
decade long Maoist war. In the 
middle, the country witnessed Royal 
Massacre in June 2001 followed 
later by the Royal Coup of King 
Gyanedra.  
 
Great People’s Movement 
2006:   
This country has got new birth of 
democratic republic from the cradle 
of Great People’s movement 2006 
“April Movement” against King 
Gyanedra’s Coup of Feb 1, 2005. It 
happened after great political 
turmoil losing more than 13000 
people in Maoist-State war for 
almost one and half decade.      
     It is historic and rare event in 
world history that Nepali people 
more than a million every day for a 
week came into street and 
defended democracy. It made defeat 
to the King Gyanedra’s trail to run 
his authoritarianism in the country 
and gave peoples a new hope for 
peaceful, prosperous, equitable and 
democratic society.   

Constituent Assembly Results 
and Its Messages:  
The long awaited Constituent 
Assembly Election of April 10, 2008 
brought the rebellion party CPN-
Moist to a largest (220 seats) and 
Nepali Congress (110 seats) second 
and CPN-UML (Communist Party 
of Nepal Marxist and Leninist) the 
third one with 103 seats. It also 
brought a regional party, Madesh 
Janadhikar Forum, in the fourth 
presence with 52 seats.   
     In vote composition, CPN-
Maoists gets 29.3 percent votes 
whereas Nepali Congress and CPN-
UML get 21.1 and 20.3 percent 
respectively. The fourth largest 
Madhesi People's Rights Forum 
(MPRF) gets 6.3 percent vote and 
the votes for other small remaining 
parties seems 23 percent.   
     Maoist’ allotting much of the 
seats was unexpected as evidences 
of many opinion polls and 
independent analysis and even by 
moist calculations has justified it.  
What so ever the results, and faults 
in election process and tactics; it is 
generally agreed that neutral vote, 
none of explicitly organizational, 
shifted towards Maoists— not 
praising their previous activities 
rather listening for their appeal in; 
‘if you caste vote for us we will not 
go back to jungle and we will follow 
the politics of non-violence and 
democracy in Nepal.’ Nepali quest 
for peace and stable democracy has 
established Maoists and PMRF as 
major political forces to track them 
on the way of peace and 

democracy.   
     This election is not about 
the mathematics to get seats 
and more votes rather about 
the political settlement and 
restructuring of state. This 
election is the victory of 
peace and democracy not of 
any party and leaders. If any 
nation exercises a true 
democracy, it is win-win for 
everybody.   
 
Establishment of 
Bloodless Democratic 
Republic:  
     The country established its 
amazing record by declaring 
democratic republic of Nepal 
peacefully by the first meeting 
of Constituent Assembly in 
May 28, 2008. Keeping in 
mind the want of Nepali 
people and the consequences, 
the former King Gyanendra 
decided to leave palace and 
throne. It was good for 
people as the choice of 
friction could be heavy costly 
and far recoverable. It was 
also good for him as he could 
save himself to be seemed 
one of the worst monarch in 
the world history. At some 
level he garnered some 
sympathy of common people 
by showing him ready to 
accept the verdict of people 
and trying to defend the 
accusation of his involvement 
in Royal Massacre and so on. 
 

NepNepNepalalal   
from monarchy to 
democratic republic 

Yogendra Shahi 

This election 
is not about 
the 
mathematics 
to get seats 
and more 
votes rather 
about the 
political 
settlement 
and 
restructuring 
of state.  
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NE PAL  

Unwanted Exercises:  
     After declaration of Democratic 
Republic of Nepal people were 
looking ahead a swift formation of 
new government in consensus. 
However, the situation could not 
seem conducive due to growing 
suspicion between then coalition-head 
Girija Prasad Kiorala and Moist head 
Prachanda.  Maoist were citing the 
situation of possible non-cooperation 
from Girija to amalgam rebel into 
national army on the back of army-
head and so did try not to allow 
Koirala to become president of new 
republic even if it was ceremonial in 
role in one hand, and Koirala was 
trying to form Maoist-alter 
government on the other.    
     Koirala’s statuesque mentality not 
to accept the changed reality and 
Moists self-righteous mentality was 
responsible for this lingering of the 
process. In this game, Maoist 
purposed former CPN UML secretary 
general to become president instead 
of Koirala. But they did last time 
deceive and make their own candidate 
seeking alliance with Terai groups, 
which they previously charged them 
as reactionary outfits.  So, the election 
of president election could not give 
the good message and turned into 
game of numbers rather than to seek 
National Consensus.  
     To erase this demarcation, CPN 
UML did its best to make consensus 
at the time of electing new executive 
Prime Minister. But the interest of 
Nepali Congress was to seek 
alternative government and purposed 
under leadership of CPN UML 
without Maoists.  It was obvious that 
could have negative implication in long
-term peace process and against 
people’s verdict. In true sense, it was 
more egocentric of Koirala with 
Prachanda that aroused from the 
matter of president. So, CPN-UML 
decision to join Moist led government 
was correct option after trying its 
best to keep Nepali Congress as a 
coalition partner.   
 
Challenges and Opportunities:  
Now the new government has formed 
basically in left character. It is 
challenging as to how they will 
translate this volatile situation into 
satiability primarily to give a birth of 
new constitution in time. The major 
challenges ahead in front of this 
government is to assure minimum 

peace and security, provide 
relief packages to poor, 
integration of rebellion forces 
into main stream national army 
and bring up agenda of 
progressive changes. People are 
seeking the environment of 
reconciliation rather than the 
next confrontation. Those who 
are victimized in conflict either 
the side are seeking justice.  
     The task of making new 
constitution is so challenging as 
to how it will set restructure of 
state polity. People are willing 
to build their society and region 
of their own as they think 
previous centralized mechanism 
has left them exploited. 
Nonetheless, the country has 
many problems, and the 
decentralization will not be only 
the solution. If we could not 
change the feudal mentality 
even after abolishment of 
monarchy, we will replace those 
new lords in the regions and 
communities that will not be 
true restructuring. The country 
needs restructuring to bring 
downtrodden people up.  
     These challenges are 
coupled with opportunities as 
the dissected hopes of people 
could be converted into 
strength if the new government 
could tackle so.  It would have 
long-term impact in the country 
for good saturation of left 
democratic politics.    
 
The Ideological Path of 
Country Ahead:  
The Maoist Party is still suffering 
by ultra-left-dogma whereas 
CPN-UML could not assure its 
true left democratic politics and 
discredited sometimes due to 
its wrong practices. The Maoist 
Party has accepted the People’s 
Multiparty Democracy that was 
introduced by former CPN-
UML leader comrade Madan 
Bhandari. It is in one sense a 
victory of CPN-UML in 
ideological front. The dilemma 
of a Maoist Party is that they 
will forcefully capture a state 
power and exercise a failed 
model of Cultural Revolution of 
China and the Nepali rebellion 
itself practiced during their so-
called people’s government in 

remote area. If happened so, 
there is nothing to do for 
people by the implication of this 
ultra-model in this 21st century.  
     Lefts and communists can 
flourish their ideology of 
equality and justice only being 
more democratic, humanistic 
and creative, and accepting 
some realities of capitalist 
development.     
 
In the End,  
The lefts domination showdown 
in the country is not only 
chanting slogan and fight in the 
street and make country an 
anarchic state. It is to make our 
country more prosperous, 
peaceful, democratic and 
societal state. The lefts and 
those who had contributed for 
this transformation cannot go 
the other ways that again invites 
another round of narrow dirty 
power game and conflicts. The 
parties in the countries really 
should know to be restraints 
and more responsible as we 
Nepalese have to be.   
     Now those all who believe 
more on the game plan rather 
than people’s aspiration and 
needs, have to think twice that 
such policies had driven Nepal 
to nowhere. As we internal 
forces had done a lot bad to 
reach nowhere, the 
international forces are not so 
exceptional in favoring such 
environment.  
     Now it is the right time to 
handle our nation ourselves. 
The country is looking to 
redefine its policies and 
relations. For this, we need to 
find out our own weaknesses 
and backlashes. For this, we 
need the unity in diversity of 
Nepalese society that comes 
from giving people of every 
community the respect in the 
ground of fraternity, equity and 
justice.  Only then true hopes 
can be assured.   
 
Yogendra Shahi is a member of 
the international department of All
-Nepal National Free Students 
Union and a vice-president of the 
World Federation of Democratic 
Youth 

These 
challenges 
are coupled 
with 
opportunities 
as the 
dissected 
hopes of 
people 
could be 
converted 
into strength 
if the new 
government 
can tackle 
the 
problems..    
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BLACK PANT HE RS  

Founded in Oakland, California, 
by Huey P. Newton and Bobby 
Seale on October 15, 1966, the 
Black Panther Party (BPP) 
initially set forth a doctrine 
calling for the protection of 
African American 
neighbourhoods from police 
brutality, in the interest of 
African-American justice. 
     The BPP was a Marxist-
Leninist organisation that took 
influences from other black 
radicals such as Malcolm X. 
They called for an end to the 
exploitation of black masses by 
capitalists, and a redistribution 
of wealth. The party leaders 
relied on the works of Karl 
Marx, Lenin, and Mao to inform 
how they organized as a 
revolutionary cadre. In 
consciously working toward a 
revolution, they considered 
themselves the vanguard party, 
“committed to organizing 
support for a socialist 
revolution.” The group created 
a Ten-Point Program, a 
document that called for "Land, 
Bread, Housing, Education, 
Clothing, Justice and Peace", as 
well as exemption from military 
service for African-American 
men, among other demands. 
 
The Ten Point Program 
1. We want power to 

determine the destiny of our 
black and oppressed 
communities' education that 
teaches us our true history 
and our role in the present-
day society. 

2.  We want completely free 
health care for all black and 
oppressed people. 

3. We want an immediate end 
to police brutality and 
murder of black people, 
other people of color, all 
oppressed people inside the 
United States. 

4. We want an immediate end 
to all wars of aggression. 

5. We want full employment for 
our people. 

6. We want an end to the 
robbery by the capitalists of 
our Black Community. 

7. We want decent housing, fit 
for the shelter of human 
beings. 

8. We want decent education 
for our people that expose 
the true nature of this 
decadent American society. 

9. We want freedom for all 
black and oppressed people 
now held in U. S. Federal, 
state, county, city and 
military prisons and jails. We 
want trials by a jury of peers 
for all persons charged with 
so-called crimes under the 
laws of this country. 

10.We want land, bread, 
housing, education, clothing, 
justice, peace and people's 
community control of 
modern technology 

 
    Between 1966 and 1972 
when the party was most active, 
several departments hired 
significantly more African-
American police officers. Some 
of these black officers played 
prominent roles in shutting 
down the Panthers' activities. In 
Chicago in 1969 for example, 
Panthers Mark Clark and Fred 
Hampton were both killed in a 
police raid (In which five of the 
officers present were African 
American) by Sergeant James 
Davis, an African American 
officer. In cities such as New 
York City, black police officers 
were used to infiltrate Panther 
meetings. By 1972, almost every 
major police department was 
fully integrated. 
     Newton and Seale 
attempted to work in coalition 
with organizations representing 
oppressed communities in the 
United States (many of which 
took inspiration from the Black 
Panthers), as well as with other 
radical groups with whom they 
felt they had common interests. 
These included the Puerto 
Rican Young Lords, a street 
gang turned political 
organization under the 
leadership of Jose "Cha-Cha" 
Jimenez, and the Young Patriots 
Organization formed by Jack 
"Junebug" Boykin to support the 

Francis McKay looks at the origins 
and history of  the Black Panther 
Party 

white youth of the Appalachian 
region. Together they formed 
the first Rainbow Coalition in 
1969. 
     In March, 1970, the FBI 
begins to sow seeds of 
factionalism in the Black 
Panthers, in part by forging 
letters to members. Eldridge 
Cleaver is one of their main 
targets — living in exile in 
Algiers — they gradually 
convince him with a steady 
stream of misinformation that 
the BPP leadership is trying to 
remove him from power. 
Cleaver received stacks of 
forged FBI letters from 
supposed party members, 
criticising Netwon's leadership, 
and asking for Cleaver to take 
control. 
     With such great struggles, 
seeing the party being ripped 
apart by factions and internal 
hatred, Huey, like many 
members, became disillusioned. 
No longer wanting to lead the 
party, though so many expect 
and demand otherwise, while 
he spins into a spiral of self-
doubt. He becomes heavily 
dependent on cocaine, heroin, 
and others. It is not clear this 
was his own doing, and very 
probable the work of the FBI. 
Huey remarked in one of his 
public speeches in the 1980s, 
where he would often have 
spurts of his brilliant clarity but 
then become entirely 
incoherent and rambling, that 
he was killing himself by 
reactionary suicide, through 
the vices of drug addiction. On 
August 22, 1989, Newton is 

shot dead on the streets of 
Oakland. 
     By the beginning of the 
1980s, attacks on the party and 
internal degradation and 
divisions, cause the party to fall 
apart. The leadership of the 
party had been absolutely 
smashed; it's rank and file 
constantly terrorized by the 
police. Many remaining 
Panthers were hunted down 
and killed in the following 
years, imprisoned on trumped 
charges (Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
Sundiata Acoli, among many 
others), or forced to flee the 
United States (Assata Shakur, 
and others). 
     As Cleaver would later 
explain in an interview a year 
before his death: "As it was 
[the U.S. government] chopped 
off the head [of the Black 
liberation movement] and left 
the body there armed. That's 
why all these young bloods are 
out there now, they've got the 
rhetoric but are without the 
political direction... and they've 
got the guns." 
     During 2008 there will 
events organised by Black 
Panther Commemoration 
Committee (BPCC) in England. 
There will be a visit of Emory 
Douglas, former Minister of 
Culture in the Panthers, and 
Billy X, former Panther and 
head of the Black Panther 
Alumni in the U.S. At the 
moment there are two events 
at which they will speak in 
London and the BPCC will be 
hosting additional events 
across the country. 
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solvingsolvingsolving   

housing ‘crisis’housing ‘crisis’housing ‘crisis’   
With enough empty homes for over a million people and the impossibility for 
young people of even finding a half decent place to live - let alone getting 
on the ‘housing ladder’ - Challenge editor Steven Martin explores the depths 
of the current housing crisis and puts forward the communist response. 

It is estimated in 2008 that there were 
some 750,000 properties standing 
empty in Britain – over 40 per cent 
long-term empty. In London alone, 
according to the Royal Town Planning 
Institute, there was enough land with 
planning permission in 2007, to deliver 
some 30,000 houses each year until 
2016. And in some areas of the 
country, it is reported that local 
property developers have land banks 
that are likely to last until 2050.  
     Despite this, between 1996 and 
2008, house prices had risen by 150 
per cent in real terms, along with this, 
the rising interest rates for home 
loans are pushing up the cost of 
mortgage repayments.  
     It is not only those people who 
council house waiting lists – up by 60 
per cent since 2001. 
     These rising costs are creating 
considerable are trying to buy 
property that have been suffering. The 
number of families and single people 
waiting to get a council or housing 

association home has reached a 
record level of 1.5 million - a rise of 
450,000 in three years, according to 
the latest figures released from 
Whitehall. Out of 354 local 
authorities, 83 have 50% more 
households on waiting lists than the 
number of properties owned by 
councils or housing associations. 
While private sector landlords have 
been taking advantage of this situation 
by charging exorbitant rents to people 
unable to get onto the housing ladder, 
or who are stuck on waiting lists for 
social housing. In 2008, almost 1.7 
million households were on  
financial difficulties for many families. 
     What was the cause of this? 
     As Jerry Jones has recently pointed 
out, in the pages of the Morning Star, 
the major reason was the huge growth 
in the availability of credit. This was 
the result of banks and other financial 
institutions inventing new ways of re-
packaging housing debt into bond-like 
securities with various hedging 

devices, and selling them on in the 
world’s capital markets, mainly to 
financial institutions seeking a steady 
flow of funds which mortgage 
repayments can provide. In other 
words, banks were borrowing from 
the world’s capital markets, using their 
mortgage assets as security. This 
expansion of credit, therefore, not 
only had a direct impact on demand 
for housing which pushed up prices, 
but also had an indirect effect in that it 
led to faster economic growth, which 
pushed up land values, causing house 
prices to rise even more. 
     This easy availability of credit 
meant that people had more money to 
spend on homes. This pushed up 
demand, and therefore prices, 
because, it takes time for builders to 
build new houses in response to the 
growing demand, and it has pushed up 
land values in the areas where people 
wanted to live, and where planning 
permission had been granted for 
building more houses. 

thethethe   
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     It is important to note, 
although often not reported, that 
along with this easy access to 
credit, the huge increase in 
house prices over the recent 
period was also due to rising land 
values, and the increasing 
demand for housing relative to 
supply. The actual cost of 
building houses has changed 
hardly at all. 
     Another important 
phenomena to observe is the 
shortage of affordable rented 
accommodation that has pushed 
up house prices because people 
who might otherwise have 
settled for rented homes were 
pushed into seeking properties 
to buy, thus adding to the already 
high demand.  A major cause of 
this shortage has been successive 
governments and local 
authorities selling off public 
sector housing at subsidised 
prices, and their refusal to 
replace stocks sold off. In 2007, 
for example, just 251 housing 
units were built by local 
authorities, compared with 
16,600 in 1990. 
     Britain’s planning system has 
sometimes been blamed for the 
apparent shortage of land for 
affordable housing because it 
makes land prices higher than 
otherwise due to the restrictions 
it places on land use. If there 
were no such restrictions, if 
there were a market free-for-all, 
land for building, it may be 
argued, could be a fraction of the 
price it is now. But it would also 
lead to considerable urban 
sprawl spreading deep into the 
countryside as in the United 
States, where planning 
restrictions are more relaxed. 
Furthermore, derelict or 
brownfield sites in towns would 
be even more of a problem than 
now – also a characteristic of US 
towns – because it costs more to 
develop brownfield sites, which 
have the extra costs of 
demolition and clearing, than to 
develop greenfield sites. 

     What can be done? 
     Though releasing some land 
in a controlled way from the 
green belt could certainly 
contribute, the first priority, 
surely, must be to ensure the 
efficient use of land in towns – 
especially making use of 
brownfield sites, which are not 
only a waste of resources, but 
are often an eyesore.  
     It is time for the government 
to stop selling off public sector 
housing at subsidised prices, end 
the Private Finance Initiative and 
bring back house building under 
state and trade union control. Its 
is also time for a significant 
rejuvenation of aged housing 
stock and derelict council 
estates. 
This may not be the only 
measure taken. By far the most 
effective and proven measure to 
accompany this would be the 
introduction of an annual tax on 
land values. If, unlike now, the 
owner of a high value site, had to 
pay an annual tax set at an 
appropriate level, whether or 
not he or she brought it into use 
for the designated purpose, there 
would be a powerful incentive to 
start developing it as soon as 
possible, or else sell it on to 
someone who will. In effect, this 
would increase the supply of 
land, and therefore tend to 
dampen the price of land.  And 
derelict land in towns would 
soon become a thing of the past.  
 This is of course only a small 
measure in building socialism but 
it would be a step forward from 
todays standards. Currently, it 
costs landowners nothing to sit 
on their land until economic 
circumstances change, and land 
values and property prices, start 
to rise again. 
 
This article was produced with great 
influence from Land Value…for 
Public Benefit by Jerry Jones (New 
Edition) How a land value tax 
would help resolve Britain’s housing 
crisis. 



The prospect of a “new Cold War” 
has filled the bourgeois media 
recently and is likely to for some 
time. The conflict can and must be 
viewed from a number of 
perspectives in order to make a 
concrete analysis of its potential 
impact on world politics. 
     Georgia formally became an 
independent nation-state in 1991 
following a referendum which was 
accepted by the Georgian 
parliament as representative of 
overwhelming support for 
independence. Two years prior to 
this declaration Georgian forces and 
South Ossetian separatists clashed 
over South Ossetian demands for 
greater autonomy for the region, 
necessitating the deployment of 
Russian peacekeepers in South 
Ossetia.. 
     In 1990 and 1991 this conflict 
grew leaving tens of thousands of 
people displaced. The following year 
a referendum held in South Ossetia, 
which demonstrated a clear desire 
for independence, was not 
recognised by the Georgian 
government. 
     In 1993 the separatists from 
Abkhazia temporarily liberated 
Abkhazia from Georgian forces and 
a ceasefire was signed, again 
necessitating the deployment of 
Russian peacekeepers. Ten 
thousand people died. 
     Again in 2001 Abkhazian troops 
clashed with Georgian 
paramilitaries, and the following 

year Georgian troops began 
receiving training from US special 
forces in “counterterrorism” 
measures. 
     By this point Georgia had 
become, in Andrew Murray’s 
words, a “fully-fleged US satellite”. 
     In 2003, the construction of 
Baku-Tibilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline was 
subsidised by the US and UK 
governments and is subsequently 
dotted by US military bases.  In 
terms of geopolitics the pipelines is 
located in an important strategic 
position, following the only route 
through which fuel can be pumped 
into Europe without travelling 
through the territory of the Russian 
Federation. John Foster (M Star 
14/08/08) highlights the fact that 
this line was crossed by Georgian 
tanks and heavy artillery en-route 
to South Ossetia in the build up to 
the onslaught on civilians and 
Russian peacekeepers there in the 
summer of 2008, an impossible task 
without drawing the attention/
permission of the US military. This 
onslaught left 2000 South Ossetian 
civilians and Russian peacekeepers 
dead. 
     Russia’s intervention in South 
Ossetia and the invasion of Georgia 
which followed was clearly a 
demonstration of its unwillingness 
to accept a new world order in 
which it was patronized by the US 
and other western powers. The 
role which the US plays in Georgia 
and, in other former Soviet states, is 

best described by Andrew Murray 
who states that the actions of the 
US are conducted with an “explicit 
aim of the neoconservative faction 
in the US establishment to prevent 
any reintegration of ‘former Soviet 
space’”. Under the selfish 
calculations of the US regime the 
subversion of the will of the South 
Ossetian nation has become very 
significant in comparison  with, for 
example, pro-Western Kosovo. 
Russia on the other hand is keen to 
re-establish itself in the world and 
hold the same status as it once did 
as part of the USSR. The conflict 
has the potential to become an 
inter-imperialist conflict, although 
many would argue that it has 
already become a proxy war 
between the two superpowers with 
the US delivering weaponry 
disguised as aid to the Georgians, 
and with Russia recognising both 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia as 
sovereign nation states and the US 
refusal to do so. 
     The hypocrisy shown by Foreign 
Secretary Miliband in declaring "it is 
very important that the principles 
on which our stability has been 
based - territorial integrity of 
countries, democratic governance 
and international law - are upheld" 
following Britain’s role in Iraq and 
Afghanisation is staggering. Up to 
this point Russia have acted in 
accordance with international law 
and have recognized the new states 
in accordance with UN regulations. 
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Georgia Crisis:Georgia Crisis:Georgia Crisis:   

The recent crisis in Georgia prompted threats from British and US imperialism of 
a ‘new cold war’, Sean O’Cuinn delves beyond the headlines and looks at the 
root causes of the situation in South Ossetia and Abkhazia. 
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The developing economic crisis has 
already had a profound effect on 
many people’s standard of living and 
looks set to worsen over the 
coming year.  Inflation has risen 
sharply, hitting 5% in July, whilst the 
prices of ordinary household goods 
have gone up by even more.  It is in 
this context that teachers and other 
public service workers are fighting 
the imposition of a 2.45% pay 
settlement. 
     However, the roots of the 
current dispute run far deeper.  In 
2006, teachers agreed to a two year 
pay deal, covering 2006/7 and 
2007/8.  Pay was set at 2.5%, with a 
‘trigger’ mechanism to teachers’ pay 
to be reviewed by the ‘independent’ 
STRB if inflation rose above 3.25% 
in a financial year.  This trigger was 
breached in both 2006/7 and 2007/8 
and yet both times the STRB 
refused to review pay.  Most 
recently, in July, with inflation at 
record levels, the STRB responded 
to the union’s request saying “the 
evidence is not sufficiently 
compelling to convince us that we 
should seek a remit to review 
teachers pay”.  In 2006, inflation 
was 3.6% while teachers received 
2.5%.  In 2007, inflation was 3.9% 
while teachers again received only 
2.5%.  This amounts to 2 years of 
pay cuts. 
     A teacher in their first year of 
teaching is paid £2482 a year less 
than if their pay had kept pace with 

inflation.  After five years, this 
figure is £3624 per year and, for 
the most experienced teachers, 
£4240 per year. 
     So, earlier this year, when the 
government announced its 
intention to impose a 2.45% 
settlement on teachers as part of a 
three year deal, with 2.3% in 
subsequent years, the NUT 
responded by balloting for a one 
day strike.  In spite of a successful 
day of action, the government has 
refused to listen to teachers.  Since 
then the situation has got worse.  
Bread has gone up by 20%, petrol 
by 26.4% and gas by 12.9%.  
Meanwhile, public service workers 
are being offered between 2% and 
3%.  The government’s argument is 
that, in this time of crisis, we all 
need to tighten our belts and do 
our bit for the economy.  This 
neglects three key factors. 
     Firstly, as any economist will 
tell you, public sector pay is not 
responsible for inflation.  All that 
happens if you restrict public 
service pay below average earnings 
is a recruitment crisis and a 
lowering of standards in public 
services as workload increases due 
to staff shortages. 
     Secondly, it is not public service 
workers, or any other workers for 
that matter who are responsible 
for the current economic crisis.  It 
is the capitalist class, which 
exploits these workers at every 
opportunity, and then expects to 

be bailed out at the expense of 
ordinary workers when the 
underlying contradictions of their 
economic system realise 
themselves in cyclical economic 
crises. 
     Thirdly, not everyone is 
expected to ‘tighten their belt’.  In 
March of this year, the government 
gave £24bn to Northern Rock 
shareholders.  Each year around 
£25bn is lost through tax evasion 
by corporations and the wealthy.  
Chief executives of the top 350 
companies in the UK had pay rises 
this year averaging 6.2%, their 
average salary being £1.08m each.  
That is an average increase of 
£66,960.  These are the very 
people who benefit from capitalism 
when it is operating according to 
plan and, guess what, they continue 
to benefit when it is in crisis! 
     The situation faced by teachers 
is not unique.  Workers across 
public services and many in other 
sectors are facing pay cuts.  Many 
of their unions are determined to 
act.  We must work to build 
solidarity across the labour 
movement for all these workers in 
their struggles and, at the same 
time, point out the root of the 
problem – the capitalist economic 
system. 
 
Gawain Little is Vice-President of 
Oxfordshire NUT and writes here in a 
personal capacity. 
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Not everyone 
is expected 
to ‘tighten 
their belt’.  In 
March of this 
year, the 
government 
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to Northern 
Rock 
shareholders. 

On 6th October, the National Union of Teachers will begin balloting for 
strike action.  If successful, strikes could begin as early as mid-November.   
Gawain Little explains why teachers feel they have to take this action and 
why the entire labour movement should support it. 



For communists education is 
incredibly important, 
according to Lenin “The 
working people are thirsting 
for knowledge because they 
need it to win”, in fact, 
education is essential to the 
revolutionary struggle, as 
“knowledge is a weapon in 
their struggle for 
emancipation”. 
     In our 'knowledge based', 
information economy, the 
only way to climb the social 
ladder is perceived as getting 
a good education. But with 
the implementation of free 
market mechanisms in our 
school system, driven by neo
-liberal ideology, the rate of 
social mobility is falling. 
Communists should 
approach this dilemma by 
revealing the contradiction of 
social mobility driven by 
educational attainment in a 
society where the poorest 
50% own only 1% of the 
wealth. 
     Lenin once declared that 
the purpose of education in 
bourgeois democracies “was 
to supply the capitalists with 
obedient lackeys and able 

workers”, it is against the 
interests of the capitalist 
ruling class to teach pupils 
anything except how to be a 
good worker. Lenin was spot 
on when he told us “That is 
why the more cultured the 
bourgeois state, the more 
subtly it lied when declaring 
that schools could stand 
above politics and serve 
society as a whole.” The 
bourgeoisie does not want a 
politicised work force, 
bourgeois education 
therefore cannot reveal the 
contradictions in capitalism 
and will not give the 
proletariat the tools he 
needs to understand and 
liberate himself from his own 
exploitation. 
     It is an old story that the 
current educational system 
fails working class children. 
As R H Tawney once said, 
“The hereditary curse upon 
English education is its 
organisation upon lines of 
social class… the barbarous 
association of differences of 
educational opportunities 
with distinctions of wealth 
and social position'. Most 

people realize that a child's 
social background is the 
crucial factor in academic 
achievement, and the extent 
of a school's success is 
largely based not on the skill 
of its teachers, but, generally, 
on the class background of 
its pupils.  
     There have always been 
cultural problems for 
working class students to 
overcome, a student from a 
middle class family benefits 
from the cultural capital of 
their parents, as they have 
already succeeded in 
education and know how to 
'play the game'. 
     Children from working 
class homes have more 
pressure to start work at 16 
due to financial and cultural 
issues. This is how bourgeois 
education maintains class 
division; the meritocratic 
fairy tale about education is 
simply a justification for 
inequality. However, the 
destruction of the limited 
gains in education won over 
the past century reveals the 
real holes in the social 
mobility myth. The revival of 
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A WoA WoA Worldrldrld   
to Winto Winto Win   
George Waterhouse puts 
the case for revolutionary 
education. 
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'Education for the People') In 
Marxist terms this set of 
factors is identified as 
‘proletarianisation’. 
     Marx and Engels stated in 
the Communist manifesto 
that "The Communists have 
not invented the intervention 
of society in education; they 
do but seek to alter the 
character of that intervention, 
and to rescue education from 
the influence of the ruling 
class.” 
     Revolutionary education 
must be fully comprehensive 
and reject all streaming as 
elitist. Creaming off the most 
'gifted' children only mirrors 
the class system and has 
nothing to do with 
educational benefit. It is 
merely an example of how 
ruling class ideology enters 
our schools. Demonstrating 
the stupidity of this bourgeois 
fetish, Tony Benn wrote that 
“even in the old Soviet Union 
they had schools for specially 
gifted children, and when I 
was in the Kremlin on a visit, I 
raised this with Mr Strokin, 
the Minister of Education. I 
said: “How can you as a 
socialist be in favour of 
schools for specially gifted 
children?” He gave me a big 
wink and he said:“Comrade, 
they are actually for the 
children’s specially gifted 
parents!” 
     In Venezuela, 'Bolivarian 
Circles' have emerged, 
influenced by Paulo Freire, 
these community groups have 
been using popular education 
to combat illiteracy and 
improve political education of 
Venezuelan citizens. In fact, 
President Hugo Chavez has 
announced a “new 
educational model for a new 
citizen.” Competition and 
individualism in schools, he 
said, must give way to unity, 
brotherhood and solidarity. 
“We are all a team, going 
along eliminating little by little 

the values or the anti-values 
that capitalism has planted in 
us from childhood.” 
As Paulo Freire stated “For 
the truly humanist educator 
and the authentic 
revolutionary, the object of 
action is the reality to be 
transformed by them 
together with other people 
— not other men and women 
themselves. The oppressors 
are the ones who act upon 
the people to indoctrinate 
them and adjust them to a 
reality which must remain 
untouched.” 
     We, as the vanguard of 
the working class, cannot 
allow our political education 
to be tainted by ruling class 
ideology. Freire went on to 
criticize Revolutionaries who 
speak of the need to “win the 
people over” to their side. 
“Such a phrase does not 
belong in the vocabulary of 
revolutionary leaders, but in 
that of the oppressor. The 
revolutionary’s role is to 
liberate, and be liberated, 
with the people — not to win 
them over.” 
     The nature of our 
educational institutions reflect 
the economic base of our 
society. The full potential of 
our country's youth cannot 
be realised while wider 
inequality in society exists. 
Think how Scientific, 
academic and cultural 
progress would flourish 
amongst young people if they 
had an inclusive, fully funded 
and comprehensive 
educational system in a world 
free from the drastic 
inequalities of capitalism. As 
Paulo Freire said, revolution is 
“the ultimate teacher … 
giving first place to the 
indispensable role of 
education in the process of 
forming the New Woman and 
the New Man.” 

ruling class ideology in the 
schools system is mirrored by 
a replication of inequality in 
wider society, levels not seen 
since the Second World War. 
     The commodification of 
our schools, colleges and 
universities is creating a 
market in education, 
transforming education into 
just one section of the retail 
sector. Tuition fees show how 
you pay your money and are 
pushed through the process 
to get a degree at the other 
end. The debt that this entails 
has resulted in a decline in 
working class graduates, and 
along with their potential 
talent, in accessing the highest 
levels of the academic world. 
A crime unless you consider 
genius confined to only the 
highest social class. The 
mimicking of the capitalist 
market, involving league tables 
and withdrawal of funding for 
failing schools, demonstrates 
how recent governments 
consider business ideology 
over actual need in the 
implementation of education 
policy. The encouragement of 
the private sector to sponsor 
research, and the resulting 
stifling of academic freedom, 
displays the extent to which 
many corporations will go to 
sink their fangs into ever 
expanding markets. 
     Recent strikes by the 
NUT, have highlighted that 
education workers have 
suffered a “depression in the 
value of wages, loss of control 
over the workplace and the 
working day with the 
accompanying intensification 
of work, the replacement of 
highly qualified with less 
qualified workers, the 
denigration of skill and quality 
with the standardisation of 
the worker’s product, the 
creation of a large and 
growing pool of casualised 
labour and the attendant loss 
of social status.” (from 
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Anybody who opened a 
newspaper towards the end of 
July cannot have missed the 
outrage surrounding the 
administration of SATs this 
year.  Due to ‘efficiency savings’ 
by US privateer ETS, schools 
received SATs results late, in 
some cases after the end of the 
school year, and significant 
doubts have been raised about 
the accuracy of marking. 
     In Primary schools across 
the country, anxious students 
and parents were left waiting 
for results.  Meanwhile, 
teachers, increasingly judged on 
the basis of the results ‘they 
produce’, frantically scanned 
scripts as they arrived, looking 
for errors which may gain 
additional mark here or there.  
The only positive note to be 
heard, from both parents and 
teachers, was: “Perhaps this 
finally spells the end for SATs!” 
     On the one hand, the issues 
surrounding SATs this year are 
certainly not new.  They are 
the inevitable result of 
privatization and profit-seeking.  
They mirror recent difficulties 
at the CRB, where similar cuts 
caused massive delays, leaving 
many teachers starting jobs 
completely unchecked.  Each 
time, the government stoutly 
refuses to learn any lessons and 
continues with its mantra of 

private good, public bad – 
justified by long-discredited 
claims about private sector 
efficiency.  However, hot on 
the heels of the Commons 
Select Committee report into 
Testing and Assessment, which 
reflected a growing 
discontentment with testing in 
schools, it has raised in the 
public consciousness some 
serious questions about the 
role of testing in our education 
system and in Primary schools 
in particular. 
     Firstly, there is the pressure 
it places on the children 
themselves.  This comes both 
from teachers who, however 
much they try not to 
communicate this to their 
students, are themselves under 
great pressure to improve 
results and from parents, many 
of whom know that their child 
will be set, or even streamed at 
secondary school on the basis 
of their SATs results.  When I 
speak to colleagues who tell me 
about eleven year old children 
who say they smoke to “deal 
with the stress” of SATs or 
who become so wound up they 
are physically sick before 
assessments, I can’t help feeling 
there is something seriously 
wrong with the system.  These 
are extreme examples of 
course but we cannot neglect 

the impact on every child of 
introducing them to an 
examination system based on 
stratification at such an early 
age. 
     Then, there is the impact on 
the curriculum.  The obsessive 
focus on maths and English 
seriously distorts the Primary 
curriculum.  This is not to 
downplay the importance of 
these subjects but, with 
increasing pressure on all 
schools to perform “at or 
above the national average” (a 
statistical impossibility in itself) 
in the core subjects, other 
experiences are being forced 
out altogether. 
     Finally, there are the 
workload implications of SATs.  
When the focus on standards 
in the core subjects is taken to 
its extreme, as with initiatives 
like ISP (Intensifying Support 
Programme), teachers are 
spending so much time 
assessing, monitoring and target 
setting that they barely have 
any time to teach. 
     Many commentators have 
argued that the development of 
the National Curriculum and 
standardised national testing 
runs counter to the devolution 
of financial and administrative 
control to schools (through 
Local Management of Schools, 
per capita funding, etc.).  

However, viewed in the 
context of marketisation, SATs 
and the associated league tables 
provide consumer data to aid 
the choice process.  In this 
context, they tie in clearly with 
the government agenda of 
marketisation and 
commodification of education. 
     This is not to argue that 
policy is monolithic and that 
there are not different forces at 
work within policy-making.  
Neither is it to suggest that all 
recent education policy has 
been wholly negative (there is a 
significant argument that the 
introduction of an entitlement 
curriculum is a progressive 
step, although the content of 
the curriculum still reflects the 
dominant ideology).  However, 
the overall trend and thrust of 
capital is to remodel education 
on market principles and to 
make profit wherever possible, 
whether through privatization 
and direct exploitation, or 
looting the public purse 
through government subsidy.  
Which brings us back to ETS.  
After the debacle with SATs 
this year, the government is 
considering terminating its five-
year contract.  Of course, if it 
does, ETS will be entitled to 
compensation and, once again, 
we will be footing the bill. 
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Stop Stop Stop 
SAT’sSAT’sSAT’s   
Isabelle BrownIsabelle BrownIsabelle Brown   



Joanne Stevenson explores the grim reality 
for young women in the workplace & 
examines how the labour movement as a 
whole can take forward the struggle.   
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The majority of young women are 
stuck in low-paid insecure, 
fragmented occupations. Whilst 
Trade unions neglect to deal with 
the issues, both Social and 
political, that are relevant to 
young women they will not get 
involved to any great degree.  We 
need to be aware and fight for the 
areas that effect them. 
     While there are more 
apprenticeships for young women, 
this has not happened in the 
better paid male-dominated 
sectors construction (1.2 per cent 
women), vehicle maintenance (1.3 
per cent), engineering (3.5 per 
cent) and electro-technical (1.5 
per cent).  Apprenticeships are 
segregated along gender lines, with 
in contrast over 97% in childcare 
and 92% of hairdressing 
apprenticeships. As women are 
more likely to be in low paid 
apprenticeships than men, 
increasing the £80 minimum pay 
rate for apprenticeships would 
benefit women most. The 
minimum apprentice wage should 
urgently be raised to £110 per 
week. 
     Women workers suffer one of 
the biggest pay gaps in Europe as 
they are more likely to be in low 
paid jobs and then slip further 
down the career ladder after 
having children. Schools should 
encourage girls in all avenues open 
to them, while employers should 
improve the options for women 
who want to work part-time after 

having children.  
     How can we have a society 
where entertainment consists of 
the right wing ramblings of a multi-
millionaire such as Alan Sugar? Top 
of Sugar’s grumble list is the fact 
that working women may actually 
have babies and may occasionally 
need maternity leave. “People are 
entitled to have too much. 
Everything has gone too far,” he 
says. “If someone comes into an 
interview and you think to yourself 
there’s a possibility that this 
woman might have a child and 
therefore take time off  … hmm, is 
she going to get married? Is she 
going to have kids?” Not only is 
the sort of thinking when 
recruitment is illegal but to 
encourage and do such on 
National televison is absurd.  
     `Reality’ shows don’t show the 
reality that young mums often 
can’t afford a mobile top-up, have 
to juggle money for petrol, or rush 
from work to child care place on 
buses. Viewers aren’t shown the 
headless-chicken race from 
breakfast to night-time story-
reading. Few young women will 
have a nanny on tap and shelf 
stackers of the world, even united, 
couldn’t even afford childcare 
costs, which are the highest in 
Europe, whilst we have the most 
exploited workforce.  
     Reality shows hide details like 
that, so do governments and 
employers. Not that  they do 
much at all, most of our employers 

think managing and training people 
is to monitor the amount of time 
they sit in the office, at the cash 
till, or on the shop floor. The 
mentality of bosses when they 
interview a woman is to look at 
her as a baby-making machine. 
Skills and talents?   
     How far will we let it go? Will 
employers be allowed to ask us 
about our menstrual cycles? Period 
pains? What if I ruled the world? 
Hmmm? Maybe we should start 
with cancelling the programme, 
`The Apprentice’ and prosecuting 
Alan Sugar, and force him to work 
on the maternity ward!  
     All parents – almost by 
definition mostly young people - 
should have the absolute right to 
request flexible working without 
penalising their careers. Flexible 
labour, it seems, only counts for 
us. The definition of flexible work 
is flexibility to sack for the bosses.  
     If the entire labour movement 
wishes to mobilise young women 
then they need to target these real 
issues to young people.  
We need to fight for: 
A campaign for decent work. 
Provide active, fighting Union 

organisation for young people 
Reach out to schools students 
Provide decent affordable 

child care 
 
Joanne Stevenson is the YCL’s 
Women’s Organiser 
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Any comrades who have ever 
been involved in public work, 
(such as running a stall on 
Buchanan Street, as us 
Glaswegian comrades do every 
Saturday), will be familiar with 
the typical semi-hostile battery of 
questions/statements about 
Communism that are often 
encountered from the general 
public. “Have you ever been to a 
socialist country” or “It’s a nice 
idea, but it would never work in 
practice” as well as various 
clichés and half-truths about 
freedom of speech and 
democracy in the Soviet Union 
and elsewhere. Whilst able to 
vigorously rebut these attacks, I 
always felt at a disadvantage, 
having never experienced 

Socialism first-hand, and any 
adversaries were usually keen to 
make much of this fact. During 
the summer of 2008, I was able 
to overcome this disadvantage 
and visit socialist Cuba, travelling 
with one of Cuba Solidarity 
Campaign’s bi-annual Work 
Brigades.  Now, whenever I face 
the standard anti-communist 
barrage, I am able to respond: 
“Yes, I have been to a socialist 
country, and yes, you are 
correct, it is a very good idea, 
but it also works in practice, and 
I have seen this with my own 
eyes.” 
     For any YCL members who 
want to see Socialism “working in 
practice”(with their very own 
eyes), Cuba is to be highly 

recommended, and not just as a 
way of furnishing oneself with 
arguments with which to fend off 
idiots. Cuban socialism is an 
inspiration to Communists the 
world over. To see what can be 
achieved, even in a country with 
Cuba’s many historical problems, 
is a powerful stimulation to one’s 
own revolutionary fervour. 
Visiting as a tourist might not be 
as useful, as it would be all too 
easy to go on a holiday to Cuba 
and come away with an image of 
Salsa bands, beaches and rum-
based cocktails, probably 
wondering where all the 
socialism was. With the Work 
Brigade, we were taken to visit 
schools, hospitals and youth 
facilities of which some people in 
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the west would have been envious. 
We were also privileged to meet 
Cuban comrades who had dedicated 
their lives to defending the revolution 
and this too was very inspiring. 
     The Brigade was part of an 
international camp, which included 
groups from Greece, Cyprus, Italy, 
Austria, Spain, USA, France, Turkey, 
Ireland, Belgium, Puerto Rico, and 
Canada. It was encouraging to be 
reminded that, even though sometimes 
it might seem quite lonely standing on 
Buchanan Street on a wet Saturday 
trying to sell the Morning Star, as 
Communists we are in fact part of an 
international movement. Not 
everyone in the camp was Marxist-
Leninist however, and some were not 
even politically affiliated at all, but it 
was a good environment to attempt to 
win people to Communism. There 
were even a few representatives of the 
ultra-left amongst us, who were 
surprised not to find in Cuba the 
Stalinist bureaucracy about which their 
parties had warned them, and whose 
presence helped promote an 
atmosphere of lively debate (and 
presumably helped disseminate the 
camp rumour that Che Guevara was 
actually a Trotskyist!) 
     Our work duties consisted mainly 
of manual agricultural work, such as 
weeding and clearing rubble on a 
cooperative farm which was attached 
to the camp.  We would be awoken at 
5.45 every morning to a recording of a 
cockerel crowing, followed by the 
classic Cuban anthem “Guantanamera” 
and finally a speech by Fidel Castro in 
Spanish, which, although it was 
definitely a rude awakening, was 
absolutely preferable to Chris Moyle’s 
breakfast show. After breakfast and 
registration, work would begin at 7.00 
and would continue until around 
11.30, by which point the heat would 
be becoming almost unbearable. 
Although Cubans have had a lifetime 
to get used to it, I still find it 
astonishing that they are able to put in 
full eight hour shifts in that kind of 
heat, even taking into account their 
socialist work ethic. 
     In the afternoon Cuban 
Communist Party members would 
host conferences, which were 
extremely worthwhile, dealing with 
various political themes. Of particular 
interest was the conference on the 
U.S. blockade on Cuba, in which our 
hosts revealed the true extent of this 
completely unjust act of economic 
terrorism perpetrated against the 
Cuban people. It is widely known that 

American firms are prohibited 
from importing Cuban goods, 
thereby depriving Cuba of a 
massive market for consumer 
goods such as rum and cigars. In 
addition, the ban on U.S. citizens 
visiting Cuba is reckoned to 
deprive the island of five million 
potential American tourists 
which would provide a massive 
boost to the Cuban economy. 
      The U.S. government also 
seeks to penalise foreign firms 
who do business with Cuba, as 
ships that dock in the latter’s 
ports must wait 180 days before 
docking in the USA, and face 
additional tariffs on products 
they are shipping from 
elsewhere. Cuba cannot buy 
products with components 
made in the USA (for example 
Boeing aeroplanes), and 
conversely, American companies 
cannot buy products with Cuban 
components, a measure which 
strikes particularly at the Cuban 
nickel industry, as the metal is 
required for the manufacture of 
steel, and any steel manufacturer 
would be discouraged from 
buying Cuban nickel as it means 
being unable to sell their 
product in the U.S. They may 
even have difficulty finding a 
buyer at all, as anyone 
purchasing their steel for use in 
manufacture would similarly be 
unable to sell their products in 
the U.S. We were informed that 
there exists a branch of the U.S. 
government, dedicated to the 
“persecution” of Cuban nickel, 
and that this body is granted 
more resources than are 
allocated to fighting Al-Qaeda. 
Then again, the existence of a 
successful socialist state just off 
U.S. shores probably does pose 
more of a threat to the interests 
of America’s ruling class than a 
few Kalashnikov-wielding 
jihadists in a cave thousands of 
miles away. 
      On top of all these 
measures, the U.S. also places 
restrictions on developing 
countries that trade with Cuba, 
in the form of sanctions and by 
denying visas to people who deal 
with Cuba. Pressure has also 
been put on Swiss and UK banks 
to prohibit their customers from 
having any financial relationships 
with Cuba. 
     Another useful seminar 

concerned the plight of the so-
called “Miami Five” who are 
currently serving lengthy 
sentences in Miami for what the 
Cuban government regard as 
fighting terrorism, but what U.S. 
prosecutors called espionage 
and conspiracy to commit 
murder. Essentially, the five men 
were in America collecting 
evidence on Miami-based groups 
believed to have been behind 
various terrorist outrages in 
Cuba, who, for all the U.S. 
administration’s War on Terror, 
are free to walk the streets of 
Miami despite being responsible 
for countless deaths. When the 
Cubans passed their information 
to the FBI, they were all 
arrested and prosecuted on 
trumped-up charges. They were 
denied basic rights, and held in 
solitary confinement for 
prolonged periods, in conditions 
which amounted to torture. 
Following this, their trial took 
place in Miami, in a rabidly anti-
Castro atmosphere, where 
jurors felt intimidated into 
returning a guilty verdict, and as 
such, it was condemned as unfair 
by various observers in the U.S. 
Since then, the five men have 
been prevented from seeing 
their families while in prison, a 
matter which has attracted the 
criticism of Amnesty 
International. The families of the 
five men were in attendance at 
the meeting, and they received a 
very heartfelt standing ovation 
for their courage. 
     Through these seminars and 
in conjunction with the visits to 
schools, hospitals etc., we were 
also able to learn about the 
achievements of the Cuban 
revolution. We saw modern 
hospitals in the middle of 
remote rural communities, all 
excellently equipped with 
physiotherapy suites, dental 
surgeries and where patients 
could expect waiting lists of no 
more than a week, and could 
make their appointment to suit 
their own schedule. Cuba now 
has a lower infant mortality than 
the USA, and this is clearly 
down to the socialist system 
that ensures the highest level of 
health for all its citizens and not 
just those rich enough to pay for 
it. Cubans insist on similarly high 
levels of excellence in education, 
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with a 100% literacy rate which 
puts both the U.S. and the U.K. 
to shame. The Cuban 
government shares these 
achievements with the rest of 
the developing world, sending 
teachers and doctors to remote 
parts of Latin America, and 
even offering assistance to the 
people of New Orleans 
following Hurricane Katrina 
(the U.S. government did not 
respond to this offer). 
     As an enjoyer of culture (as 
most people tend to be) I also 
found experiencing this aspect 
of Cuba to be particularly 
valuable. Most of the culture we 
experienced in the camp was in 
the form of music and dance, as 
we were frequently treated to 
performances by salsa bands 
and dancers as well as 
percussion groups, all of whom 
had us captivated with their 
seemingly endless energy and 
enthusiasm, which was much 
more impressive than the 
shallow fashion show of 
western pop music or the jaded 
can’t-even-really-be-arsed-to-
play-my-instrument posturing of 
many western rock bands. The 
DJ at the camp played a lot of 
reggaeton, a fairly new South 
American musical idiom, 
popular in Cuba, which is 
heavily influenced by U.S. hip 
hop but which still retains 
unmistakably Latin rhythms and 
vocal styles. It is interesting that 
in spite of the appalling 
treatment that Cuba has 
suffered at the hands of the U.S. 
government, the people of 
Cuba can still relate to and 
enjoy in hip hop an art form 
closely identified with America, 
which was created by its black 
working class in communities 
devastated by the Capitalist 
system. 
     Cuba provides delights not 
just for the enjoyer of culture, 
but also for the student of 
history (as I used to be) in 
Havana’s Museum of the 
Revolution. Built in the old 
palace of the former dictator 
Batista, the museum does not 
provide any “interactive” 
elements currently voguish in 
British museums (talking 
hologram heads , touch screen 
computers, flashing lights etc.), 
but does offer an excellent 

Marxist analysis of Cuba’s 
historical development from 
primitive communism through 
subjugation by the Spanish up to 
modern times, concentrating on 
the class basis for Cuban society 
throughout. Particular attention 
is paid to the role of revolution 
and class struggle, beginning 
with the indigenous tribes who 
resisted the Spanish 
conquistadors, the Cuban war 
of Independence and the 
ejection of the Spanish, the 
Cuban Revolution itself and the 
continued anti-imperialist 
struggle. There is also an 
interesting Marxist analysis of 
post-revolutionary Cuba, and 
the effort to modernise industry 
and agriculture and the ways in 
which these things were done. 
     The museum presents a 
historical narrative which 
celebrates the progressive 
traditions of Cuba, and 
establishes a revolutionary 
heritage, which contributes to a 
national identity by which 
people take pride in Cuba’s 
resistance to oppression 
throughout the centuries, and 
which places the modern 
defiance of U.S. imperialism 
firmly within this tradition of 
resistance. As discussed at last 
year’s Communist University, 
national identity is one of the 
areas in which the ideological 
struggle takes place. We 
Communists in the UK could 
learn from the Cuban approach, 
and counter far-right racist 
ideologies or conservative little-
Englandism by developing our 
own progressive tradition with 
a re-emphasis of Britain’s radical 
past; the Levellers and Diggers, 
the Chartists, the workers who 
volunteered to fight Fascism in 
Spain, the UCS work-in in 
Scotland and those who fought 
in the Merthyr Rising of 1831. 
     So comrades, I urge you, go 
to Cuba, join a work brigade, 
see socialism working in 
practice with your very own 
eyes. You may find yourself in 
disagreement with much of 
what I have written but you will 
certainly not regret the 
experience. 
 
VIVA SOCIALISMO! 
VIVA COMUNISMO! 
VIVA CUBA! 
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This years TUC conference consistently 
backed left policies Bernadette Wang 
eavesdrops on all the developments and 
casts her eye over this years proceedings 
   

So, BBC News thinks that 
the biggest draw of the 
great end of pier show that 
is congress was the prime 
minister’s quick trip for 
Brown Windsor soup, 
Dover sole and crème 
Brendane. Yet, before 
reading the menu and in an 
attempt to sound like 
listening ministers, Alistair 
and Hattie had asked the 
TUC secretariat to get 
delegation leaders to 
mobilise their admin and 
research teams to draw up 
lists of questions and 
questioners.  
     The composite lists 
were then funnelled through 
Kay, and then Frances, and 
then Brendan who 
imaginatively fretted their 
way through the vetting 
until anger and frustration 
was transformed into 
slightly testy composite 
hopes, launched towards 
the furrowed ministerial 
brows more in sorrow than 
in anger. (Maybe we 
could’ve just asked Jack to 
push a question card across 
the breakfast table?)  
     Poor old Darling. He 
obviously didn’t get History 

GCSE. Apparently, the 
clockwork of the British 
Empire running down in the 
60s and 70s was all down to 
union militancy.  Wasn’t 
that General Gordon we’d 
failed to support at the 
Khartoum congress? A 
whole row of five people 
from a dodgy staff 
association tried to start the 
clapping off but there were 
no takers.  
     The Chancellor 
obviously hadn’t passed his 
Economics GCSE either. I 
read somewhere that he 
only knew that there was a 
looming recession because 
he’d read about it in the 
Financial Times when on 
holiday in Magaluf; the 
Treasury forgot to tell him. 
His Brighton brief seemed 
to have the following 
multiple answer questions 
for him:     
 
1a) Economic problems 
happen when unions ask for 
pay rises which causes 
inflation. OR 
1b) Economic problems for 
working people happen 
when the rich and powerful 
have economic problems. 

2a) Inflation is mostly 
caused by companies 
increasing prices. OR 
2b) Inflation is mostly 
caused by workers asking 
not to have big enough pay 
cuts 
 
Poor darling, he seems to 
have got the answers 
befuddled. Then the 
clapometer went beserk 
when Unite and Unison, 
being so big (or was it so 
yellow?), were permitted to 
ask a whole controversial 
question each. Brendan 
summarised everyone else’s; 
did Bob Crowe not want to 
ask a question one 
wondered?  
     Stability has replaced 
dear old Prudence as the 
watchword of New Labour.  
Carefully remembering his 
media training lessons, the 
Chancellor adjusted his 
body language for the 
cameras. Unconsciously 
stroking his finger for 
comfort – well someone 
has to – he stopped this 
Freudian gesture and 
formed a church steeple 
with his hands. It looked 
like a ray gun directed at 
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the audience, rather than 
the authoritative stance 
intended. His PR men 
should really stop his 
hand chopping gestures; 
but then they provoked 
some claps, for his 
bravery in bothering to 
grace us with his 
presence, coming from 
about one tenth of the 
hall. Though a small 
horde of be-suited 
aparatchiks brought 
along by Alistair to add 
noise helped a bit. The 
block vote of most of 
the TUC was cast in just 
not bothering. 
     Elsewhere in the 
week, the most 
frequently heard phrase 
from the rostrum was “if 
it’s good enough for 
…” [please insert the bête 
noir of your choice; 
ministers/billionaires/law 
lords/business etc etc] … 
it’s good enough for 
working people”.   
     But, as so often, the 
liveliest and the funniest 
moments, were ‘on the 
fringe’. Tony Benn told 
of being stuck for hours 
on a train due to a 
lightening strike … but 
don’t worry, it wasn’t 
Bob’s fault; it really was 
due a bolt of lightening 
from the heavens 
knocking out a signal 
box. Poor ol’ Bob, who 
seems to be the Aunt 
Sally of the trade union 
movement at times, 
forever moaned-of by 
Wurzel for not being in 
the Labour Party. 
“Neither is Digby Jones,” 
Bob quipped on one 
platform, “… and he was 
a government minister!”  
     The only real 
differences, if there were 
any, turned out to be 
whether we should say 
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now that we give up on New 
Labour or just not bother; 
or reach for political strikes 
against accepting that we 
couldn’t win the battle to 
over-turn the anti trade 
union laws just by lobbying. 
Pentonville 5 anyone?   
     Are today’s workers 
really so different? So lost in 
space? `We’re all agreed’, 
said Tony and Derek, and 
Bob and Mark, and Uncle 
Tom Cobbley, too. `New 
Labour is shite but them blue 
sails of the Tories are 
gathering along with the 
sharks, too.’ What to do? 
Lost voting cards, more-
militant-than-thou or more-
loyal-than-thou attitudes, and 
the weighing of block votes, 
apart (seemingly, size does 
matter), what’s next?  
     Co-ordinating pay 
campaigns, yes. Demanding 
the fat cats get cream by-
passes, maybe. Remember 
the awkward squad? It’s not 
so long ago that the trade 
union movement was 
dominated by people like 
Lord Thingy and the 
assorted minor Sirs and 
Dames. With the odd 
exception now there’s not 
many useless unions, or even 
useless leaders, but everyone 
in the movement has this 

slight sense that we’re 
missing something. Lost a 
party lately? Lost faith even? 
So few Labour MPs who live 
in the real world, how did 
we get here? Oh, sorry, it 
woz uz what did it.  
     If the so-called 
Washington consensus is 
coming to an end, how come 
in the US that the Obama Vs 
McCain contest is on a knife-
edge but in Britain it’s the 
Tories posing as ‘coming to 
the rescue’? Didn’t the 
Australian Tories (or 
‘National Liberals’) get 
smashed by an independent 
and co-ordinated national 
trade union campaign that 
argued for rights at work for 
all – including union rights? 
     Pouring funds into their 
own agenda, unions linked 
workers in the workplace 
with citizens in communities 
and that was the secret 
weapon which shifted things. 
Maybe, just maybe, that 
decision to give trades 
councils a motion at 
congress – even though 
some thought it was a 
controversial thing to do 
(until it got explained in 
words of one syllable) - 
might just give us a clue?  
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One of the main accusations 
thrown at Marxists over the 
years, particularly in bourgeois 
academic circles, is that 
Marxism is determinist – a 
crude form of mechanistic 
materialism which neglects to 
take into account individual 
human beings.  It is argued that, 
because Marxism recognises 
the material as primary and, 
therefore, sees the mode of 
production in any society as 
forming an economic basis - 
“the real foundation on which 
rise legal and political 
superstructures and to which 
correspond definite forms of 
social consciousness” (Marx, 
Preface to Critique of Political 
Economy) – Marxists believe 
that the course of history can 
be predicted directly from the 
economic facts.  Marxism is 
painted as something akin to a 
mystical belief in destiny.  The 
argument then proceeds that, 
since Marxism ‘predicted’ the 
collapse of capitalism and a 
transition to a communist 
society yet capitalism still 
exists, Marxism has failed and 
must be consigned to the 
dustbin of history. 
     In reality, nothing could be 
further from the truth.  
Marxists argue that the basis of 
our society is its division into 
classes and that these classes 
are based on an underlying 
economic basis.  However, an 
understanding of class as first 
constituted in the economic by 
no means implies that this is 
the only factor affecting class, 
or indeed that it is necessarily 

the primary means through 
which class is experienced.  
This was an issue identified by 
Engels as early as 1890, when 
he wrote, in a letter to Joseph 
Bloch, “[a]ccording to the 
materialist conception of 
history the determining 
element in history is ultimately 
the production and 
reproduction of in real life.  
More than this neither Marx 
nor I have ever asserted.  If 
somebody twists this into the 
statement that the economic 
element is the only determining 
one then he transforms it into a 
meaningless, abstract and 
absurd phrase.  The economic 
situation is the basis, but the 
various elements of the 
superstructure – political forms 
… constitutions … forms of 
law … political, legal, 
philosophical theories, religious 
ideas … – also exercise their 
influence upon the course of 
historical struggles and in many 
cases preponderate in 
determining their form.  There 
is an intersection of all these 
elements in which, amid all the 
endless host of accidents … the 
economic movement finally 
asserts itself as necessary.  
Otherwise the application of 
the theory to any period of 
history one chose would be 
easier than the solution of a 
simple equation of the first 
degree.  We make our own 
history, but … under very 
definite presuppositions and 
conditions [all italics are author’s 
originals]”. 
     This gives a clear answer to 

the role of the economic basis 
as not the “only” determining 
factor but the “ultimately” 
determining factor.  The whole 
complex of social life is 
conceptualised here but, in the 
“intersection of all these 
elements”, “amid all the endless 
host of accidents”, there will be 
a tendency for the economic 
basis to “assert itself as 
necessary”.  However, it does 
leave one question 
unanswered, or at least only 
partially answered.  This is the 
role of agency, the extent to 
which people are able to assert 
their free will.  Some clue is 
given by the final statement of 
the above quotation: “we make 
our own history but … under 
very definite presuppositions 
and conditions.”  However, 
Engels goes on to elaborate 
how this happens: “history 
makes itself in such a way that 
the final result always arises 
from conflicts between many 
individual wills, of which each 
again has been made what it is 
by a host of particular 
conditions of life.  Thus there 
are innumerable intersecting 
forces, an infinite series of 
parallelograms of forces which 
give rise to one resultant – the 
historical event. … But from 
the fact that individual wills – of 
which each desires what he is 
impelled to by his physical 
condition and external, in the 
last resort, economic 
circumstances (either his own 
personal circumstances or 
those of society in general) – 
do not attain what they want 

but are merged into a collective 
mean, a common resultant, it 
must not be concluded that 
their value is equal to zero.  On 
the contrary, each contributes 
to the resultant and is to this 
degree involved in it” (Engels, 
Letter to Joseph Bloch). 
     There are essentially two 
arguments here.  Firstly, that 
history is directed by the 
outcomes of many different 
interactions between individual 
wills (agency), each contributing 
to the overall effect.  In this 
way, major historical decisions 
can be seen as the composite 
(or “resultant”) of millions of 
individual decisions, each of 
which may seem insignificant in 
its own right but each of which 
is essential to the final 
outcome.  Secondly, each of 
these individuals is exercising 
free will, but within the 
constraints of their “physical 
constitution and external 
circumstances” and influenced 
by (even constructed by) “a 
host of particular conditions of 
life” – past and present.  “The 
materialist doctrine that men 
are products of circumstances 
and upbringing, and that, 
therefore, changed men are 
products of other 
circumstances and changed 
upbringing, forgets that 
circumstances are changed 
precisely by men and that the 
educator must himself be 
educated.” (Marx, Theses on 
Feuerbach). 
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The reconquest of Ireland is possibly 
best known as a continuation of the 
analysis put forward in his best-
known work, Labour in Irish History.  
However, whilst it is a much slimmer 
volume, more of a pamphlet than a 
book, it stands very well on its own 
as a coherent analysis of Irish politics 
and the way forward for the Irish 
labour movement. 
     Writing in 1915, Connolly puts 
forward the argument for socialist 
revolution in Ireland as a necessary 
complement to national liberation.  
This is based on a consideration of 
recent Irish history in three main 
sections: “Ireland as she was before 
the conquest; as she was at the 
completion of the conquest ; as she 
will be at the reconquest by the 
people of Ireland of their own 
country.” (p9).  Connolly moves 
fluidly and with ease between painting 
in broad strokes an outline of the 
struggle and focussing in on the detail, 
particularly of the second phase.  The 
first phase is treated as an idealised 
past, used to inspire the national 
pride of his readership and marshal 
their emotional response against 
capitalism.  The third phase is 
outlined and, although clear detail is 
not given, the key factors – 
ownership of the means of 
production, organisation of 
democratic structures, social 
organisation of production under a 

planned system – are dealt with 
concretely.  Aspects of the first 
phase, such as land ownership and 
election of rulers are drawn out to 
contrast with capitalism and provide 
historical justifications for later 
arguments about the third phase. 
     The majority of the pamphlet is 
spent on describing current 
conditions in Ireland under capitalism 
and arguing for their replacement 
through a reconquest by the Irish 
people.  Connolly points out that “in 
this, as in many other conflicts, the 
philosophy of Irish freedom will 
probably, for the great multitude, 
follow the lines of battle, rather than 
precede them.  The thinking few may, 
and should, understand the line of 
march; the many will fight from day to 
day, and battle to battle, as their class 
instincts and immediate needs compel 
them” (p15).  This embodies both a 
recognition of the essential unity of 
theory and practice in the process of 
education through struggle and an 
understanding of the importance of a 
vanguard party, equipped with a 
Marxist understanding of the struggle 
itself.  The formulation of 
understanding “the line of march” is 
similar to that used by Marx in the 
Manifesto of the Communist Party. 
     There is also a clear commitment 
to the Marxist theory of the state.  
Connolly is clear about the 
importance of seizing state power and 

the role of the working class in this.  
At the end of the first chapter, he 
contrasts “the dispossessed Irish race 
dragging itself painfully along through 
roads, mountains and morasses, 
footsore and bleeding at the behest of 
a merciless conqueror, and the same 
race in the near future marching 
confidently and serenely, aided by all 
the political and social machinery they 
can wrest from the hands of their 
masters, to the reconquest of 
Ireland” (p15).  In the final chapter, 
with the arguments more fully 
expanded, he argues that 
“concurrently with the gradual 
shaping of our industrial activities 
towards the end of industrial union, 
labour must necessarily attack the 
political and municipal citadels of 
power.  Every effort should be made 
to extend the scope of public 
ownership.  As democracy invades 
and captures public powers public 
ownership will, of necessity, be 
transformed and infused with a new 
spirit.  As Democracy enters, 
Bureaucracy will take flight.  But 
without the power of the Industrial 
Union behind it, Democracy can only 
enter the state as the victim enters 
the gullet of the serpent.” 
     This last quote not only focuses 
on the importance of basing any 
political conquest of state power 
through parliamentary structures 
firmly on the industrial might of the 
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working class and its particular 
role under capitalism, but also 
elaborates the transformation 
undergone by public ownership, 
both in its role and its significance, 
during revolutionary transition.  
What is missing here is any 
explicit reference to the process 
of revolutionary transformation 
itself, what follows the conquering 
of state power, the necessity of 
smashing the state machine and 
replacing it with the armed 
workers constituted as the state. 
     Throughout the pamphlet, 
Connolly refers to the importance 
of the reconquest of Ireland for 
the Protestant and Catholic 
working class in equal measure.  In 
the second chapter, Ulster and the 
Conquest, he refers to the 
descendants of the “rank and file 
of the armies of the conquerors” 
as “an integral part of the Irish 
nation, and [that] their interests 
and well-being are now as vital to 
the cause of freedom and as 
sacred in the eyes of the Labour 
Movement as are the interests of 
the descendants of those upon 
whom a cruel destiny compelled 
their forefathers to make 
war” (p16). 
     The division of the Irish 
working class is firmly seen as a 
product of the “Cromwellian 
Settlement” which left the 
common people “dispossessed 
and defrauded of all hold upon the 
soil of Ireland – the Catholic 
dispossessed by force, the 
Protestant dispossessed by fraud.  
Each hating and blaming the other, 
a situation which the dominant 
aristocracy knew well how, as 
there descendants know today, to 
profit by to their own 
advantage” (p13-14).  Connolly 
points out how the Protestant 
settlers who were brought in to 
settle the north and replace the 
Catholic populace were made 
tenants upon land owned by the 
aristocracy and English companies 
which had funded the conquest.  
Subsequently, they were ruthlessly 
exploited by their landlords and 
their right to freedom of religious 
expression curtailed by law. 
     In the same way as he treats 
the injustices suffered by the 
Catholic and Protestant working 
classes as one, Connolly does not 
divorce the struggle for national 
liberation from the struggle for 
socialism.  He sees them as one 

and the same.  This precludes 
viewing one as a precursor to the 
other.  Connolly argues that “the 
conquest of Ireland had meant 
the social and political servitude 
of the Irish masses, and therefore 
the reconquest of Ireland must 
mean the social as well as the 
political independence from 
servitude of every man, woman 
and child in Ireland”, and goes on 
to show that this can only come 
about through “taking possession 
of the entire country, all its 
power of wealth production and 
all its natural resources, and 
organising these on a co-
operative basis for the good of 
all” (p8). 
     The weakest section of the 
pamphlet is the discussion of 
“civic conciousness” in chapter 
three.  It is correctly argued that 
public bodies should be seen “not 
so much as offensive weapons to 
be won from a political enemy in 
order that he may be silenced, 
but rather as effective tools to be 
used in the up-building of a 
healthier social edifice in which to 
give effect to the needs of citizens 
for associative aids to their 
individual development and 
culture” (p25-26).  However, the 
importance of parliamentary 
struggle is overestimated in the 
reference to the ballot box as 
“the vehicle of expression of our 
social consciousness”, and the 
Irish working class is blamed for 
not exercising more influence in 
municipalities elected by universal 
suffrage, these being referred to 
as “portions of the machinery [of 
government] … already brought 
under their control” (p25).  
whilst this may well be a specific 
criticism of certain sections of the 
working class, it would benefit 
from a deeper discussion about 
the role of reformism and the 
way in which the working class is 
excluded from political power, 
even under universal suffrage, in 
bourgeois-democratic states. 
     Two sections of the pamphlet 
which really stand out and which 
would make excellent stand-alone 
articles are the chapter on 
“Schools and Scholars of Erin” 
and “Woman”.  On education, 
Connolly points out the 
impossibility of the church ever 
providing a quality, 
comprehensive education – “we 
have had, since the establishment 

of the national schools, an 
attempt to perform, by a mixture 
of bureaucracy and clericalism, 
what can only be accomplished by 
a full and complete application of 
democratic trust in the 
people” (p61) – and argues that 
the only solution is that “the 
democracy of Ireland, amongst 
the first of the steps necessary to 
the regeneration of Ireland, must 
address itself to the extension of 
its ownership and administration 
to the schools of Erin” (p61), 
calling for safeguards to ensure 
respect for religious faith and a 
comprehensive overhaul of the 
curriculum to reflect the 
achievements of the Irish people. 
     The chapter on women looks 
at the development of what 
Connolly calls “sex-
consciousness” and at the role of 
women under capitalism, 
encapsulated in the phrase, “the 
worker is the slave of capitalist 
society, the female worker is the 
slave of that slave” (p49).  It 
refers to the double burden faced 
by women workers as wage-
earners and through “domestic 
drudgery” (p52) and the way in 
which capitalist property relations 
disenfranchise women, as “the 
eldest son usurps the ownership 
of all property” (p51). 
     Connolly shows that the 
subjugation of women is “an 
integral part” of the rule of capital 
and argues “none so fitted to 
break the chains as they who 
wear them, none so well 
equipped to decide what is a 
fetter.  In its march towards 
freedom, the working class of 
Ireland must cheer on the efforts 
of those women who, feeling on 
their souls and bodies the fetters 
of ages, have arisen to strike 
them off, and cheer all the louder 
if in its hatred of thraldom and 
passion for freedom the women’s 
army forges ahead of the militant 
army of labour.  But whosoever 
carries the outworks of the 
citadel of oppression, the working 
class alone can raise it to the 
ground” (p53). 
     This final quote embodies one 
of the main strengths of this and 
Connolly’s other work: an ability 
to put forward a correct and 
coherent theoretical perspective 
in language which captures the 
imagination of the working class 
and urges it onward to victory. 

“As 
Democracy 
enters, 
Bureaucracy 
will take 
flight.  But 
without the 
power of the 
Industrial 
Union 
behind it, 
Democracy 
can only 
enter the 
state as the 
victim enters 
the gullet of 
the serpent.” 
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