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driving our 

education system 

towards full 

marketisation — 

top-up fees are 

the latest ina 

long line of 

attacks 

ed 

Welcome to our new look Challenge! With so many passionate ideas to 

communicate, we want to ensure our readers get the most from Challenge each 

issue, and to this end we have retained the (donated) services of a professional 

designer. We've worked long and hard on the redesign, and hope you enjoy 

the results as much as we do. 

On 20 March, the first anniversary of the invasion of Iraq, millions of people across the 

world took to the streets once again to voice their opposition against imperialist war. 

The Spanish People have rejected their war premier Aznar, pooling their anti-war votes 

to the Socialist Workers Party. Protests have also continued in occupying countries 

including Poland, Japan, Republic of Korea, Britain, Italy and the USA — slowly but surely, 

the war alliance is unravelling. In Iraq itself opposition to the brutal occupation is 

everywhere, manifesting as demonstrations and bombings. Never underestimate the 

power of the people. On page 12, Comrade Paul Levy provides a classic example of this 

strength, commemorating the Vietnamese victory at Dien Bien Phu. Imperialism has 

been defeated in the past, and will be again in the future. 

Our main theme in this edition is education though; a topic currently on everyone's 

lips. The government's introduction of variable tuition fees is frequently discussed in 

politics and the mainstream media, and Comrade Gawain Little examines the issue in 

his article on page 8, ‘Education under attack’. 

The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) is driving our education system 

towards full marketisation — top-up fees are the latest in a long line of attacks which 

include the introduction of EAZs and the abolition of the grant. The united fight-back 

against variable fees and variable pay, organised by the lecturers’ union AUT and 

the National Union of Students, is highlighted by Comrade Daffyd Morgan on page 6. 

With a different perspective on the subject of education, Harj Aujla comments on 

‘Education, class and race’ on page 7, proving that while gaining a good education 

today is an uphill struggle, discrimination brings some academic careers to an abrupt halt. 

And if you're still looking for some light reading, dip into Uncle Joe's Book at 

Bedtime on page 14 — this edition we feature a review of Lenin's What is to be Done?. 

a publication as relevant today as it was when it was first written in 1902. 

Dave Du, Fditor 
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in the news 
Round u 
‘la year has seen worrying 

developments. A dangerous trend in 

US foreign policy is emerging, with 

sustained attack on the Bolivarian Revolution 

in Venezuela; and the occupation of Haiti, 

following the aggressive ousting of pro- 

people leader Jean Bertrand Aristide by 

death squads of ex-dictator Duvalier. 

Across the other side of the world, the 

assassination of Sheik Ahmed Yassin leaves 

us in no doubt of the murderous readiness 

with which the Ariel Sharon's Likud 

government carries out its daily genocide of 

Palestinian people. At home, Chancellor 

      
Gordon Brown laid to rest any fantasies 

people may have held about his political 

alignment with the Budget. He is part of 

the same New Labour project; a project of 

neo-liberalism, xenophobia, environmental 

destruction and imperialist war disguised in 

post-social-democratic rhetoric. 

The Miners’ Strike is historical event in 

the dim and distant past to anyone under 

the age of 30, and many schools are even 

introducing it to the curriculum. The values 

inspired by the miners — of community, 

solidarity and the refusal to be cowed and 

bullied — should be remembered, 

celebrated and honoured. Never forget the 

sacrifices the miners made and let's ensure 

that their fight was not in vain. 

New Labour is a project which afflicts 

the working people and oppressed nations 

of the world. The effective expulsion of the 

RMT and the promotion of the idea of state 

funding for political parties underline its 

political desperation. The Labour movement 

of this country must reject the Blairite 

parasites who have hijacked their party. 

| hope this issue of Challenge will help 

stimulate debate in the movement. 

For a world of peace and socialism! 

  

Government 
wage for 16 

announces minimum 
and 17 year olds 
  

0 n 15 March the government 

announced that a national 

minimum wage of £3.00 an hour is to 

be introduced for 16 — 17 year olds. 

This will come into effect on 1 October 

2004. The adult minimum wage rate will 

also be raised to £4.10 an hour for workers 

aged 18 — 21 and £4.85 an hour for those 

aged 22 and over. 

However, as reported in the last issue 

of Challenge, minimum wage legislation 

  

Comrade Carlos Bernal and Comrade 

Camillo Jimenez were shot in the Pardo 

Norte neighbourhood of Cucuta, Colombia. 

Both men were members of the 

Colombian Communist Party. Comrade 

Bernal worked as a trade union defence 

lawyer, led the opposition coalition Social 

& Political Front in the region and had 

previously served as peace adviser to both 

continues to actively discriminate against 

Britain's 2.9 million workers under the age 

of 22. Recent research by the Transport and 

General Workers’ Union has shown how 

employers like McDonalds and Burger King 

are using the discriminatory basis of the 

law and differential wage policies to 

exploit young workers. 

As with the previous legislation, there 

are significant loopholes for bosses to 

“exploit. For example, apprentices under the 

More death squad killings in Colombia 
the Governor of Norte de Santander and to 

the mayor of Cucuta. Comrade Jimenez 

was his bodyguard. 

The Committee for the Permanent 

Defence of Human Rights (CPDH), one of 

Colombia’s main NGO, blamed president 

Alvaro Uribe for the killing. According to 

the organisation, Cucuta has become a 

paramilitary centre in Eastern Colombia. 

age of 18 will remain exempt. The £3.00 

rate is also too low, providing only the most 

basic legal protection for young workers. 

Trade unions, such as the TGWU, 

are campaigning for an end to discrimination 

on the basis of age and a living wage of 

£6.00 an hour for all. The GMB union has 

also produced a ‘list of shame’ of 

  

employers — such as Pizza Hut, who are the GMB ‘List of 

deliberately paying young workers lower Shame’, visit 
www.gmb.org.uk 

rates of pay. i 

  

It is unlikely the perpetrators will be 

prosecuted, much less convicted. Since the 

1980s lawyers have documented the killing 

of 3,500 members of both the Communist 

Party and the Patriotic Union — the political 

wing of FARC-EP. i 

from New Colombia News Agency 

www.anncol.org 
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On 10-12 April this year, YCL 

members joined 50 young 

people and students from 

across the country in a march 

from Oxford to Aldermaston 

Atomic Weapons 

Establishment to draw 

attention to Britain's nuclear 

weapons programme. 

Aldermaston AWE is the base where all 

of Britain's nuclear weapons are designed, 

built and maintained. From Aldermaston, 

the warheads are transported by road to 

Coulport in Scotland, where they are based 

The march was part of a national 

weekend of protest called by CND, 

Slough4Peace and Aldermaston Women’s 

Peace Camplaign). The Youth March from 

Oxford, via Wallingford and Reading was 

called by Youth & Student CND and 

supported by Woodcraft Folk DFs, Labour CND, 

Wallingford Peace Group, Oxford CND, 

Birmingham School Students Against War, 

Oxfordshire Peace Campaign, Network of 

Oxford Women for Peace and Justice and 

the Young Communist League. 

March organiser, Gawain Little, 

condemned the British government's 

hypocrisy, saying, “Trident is illegal, 

immoral and should be decommissioned 

immediately. While Tony Blair and his 

government were busy bombing Iraq, they 

were building their own weapons of mass 

destruction here in Britain. In 1958, people 

joined a march to Aldermaston to demand 

Want to 

contribute an 
article to 

Challenge? 
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Challenge 

  unilateral British nuclear disarmament. This 

march showed the anger of young people This march 

at the fact that these weapons still exist”. showed 

The march also drew attention to plans 

to develop new state of the art facilities at the anger 

the Atomic Weapons Establishment at 

Aldermaston including a new high-powered of young 

laser, hydrodynamics facility, people 

supercomputer and associated laboratories. 

If they push ahead, this will make weapons 

testing easier, avoiding the need for 

underground tests which are now banned. 

The Government is also planning to recruit 

over 80 new scientists at the weapons 

factory and there is a danger that these 

developments are paving the way for 

development of a successor to the UK's 

Trident nuclear weapons programme. 

Marchers traveled over 40 miles on 

foot, staying in accommodation organized 

by supportive local groups along the route. 

In El Salvador, right-wing ARENA party 

candidate Tony Saéa won 57% of the 

vote in a presidential election marred 

by US interference. 

Schafik Handal, of the leftwing 

Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 

(FMLN) came second with 35%. 

Young Communist League 

94 Camden Road 
London NW1 9EA 

or via email to challenge @ycl.org.uk 

The convincing victory for Saca was 

largely the result of a campaign of 

scaremongering. El Salvador's economy 

depends enormously on ‘remittances’; 

payments to Salvadorans working in the   

The march was successful in bringing 

together experienced campaigners with people 

who have become active since the war on 

Iraq and looks set to be an annual event. i 

For more information, contact: 

www.youthstudentcnd.org.uk 

e. info@youthstudentcnd.org.uk 

t. 07760 201113 
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FMLN loses El Salvador election 
amid US interference 

United States. US government officials and 

ARENA politicians had implied that if the 

FMLN won the election, then Salvadorans 

in the US would lose their work visas. 

Schafik Handal is a veteran of the FMLN's 

campaign of armed struggle against the 

country’s military dictatorships. While much 

has been made of the FMLN's history of 

guerrilla warfare, far less has been made 

of ARENA‘ connections to the paramilitary 

death squads that murdered thousands of 

civilians from the late 1970s onwards. il 
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a minor success 
IN THE war O 

strategy in the light of recent industrial action. 

The recent Association of University 

Teachers (AUT) industrial action was the 

most complex dispute | have ever come 

across — not just because of the range of 

employment issues covered by the National 

Framework Agreement for Higher Education, 

nor just because of the mathematical 

acrobatics which were required to 

comprehend the actual consequences of 

the ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ that 

looks-set to bring the dispute to a close. 

No, the reason that this dispute was 

particularly mind-bending was the variety 

of positions adopted by the various trades 

unions involved in the negotiations. 

Back in July 2003, all the campus unions 

were offered a national agreement to cover 

the HE sector. It consisted of a 3.4% pay 

offer for 2003 and a 3% pay offer for 2004. 

It also restructured the pay spine to provide 

many more points. The consequence of this 

was tHat it would take far longer to rise 

through the grades so that a member of 

staff starting on the new system and 

working for, say, ten years would earn tens 

of thousands of pounds less than someone 

who worked for ten years on the old 

system. The agreement also refused to 

recognise academic related staff such as 

Librarians, ICT support or translators. These 

staff would not be included on the new pay 

spine and would be placed on the clerical 

grades, leading to a cut in their pay. 

UCEA, the employers association, was able 

to reach agreement with all of the Unions 

apart from the AUT whom it excluded from 

  

At national 

and local 

level, links 

between 

the AUT 

and the 

NUS have 

never been 

stronger 

Bers 

the negotiation table and EIS the Scottish 

Higher Education Union. 

As Communists, we must focus on the 

political implications of the dispute. At the 

beginning of the year, it appeared that 

UCEA had succeeded in splitting the 

Unions, down-graded national bargaining 

and was forcing through new proposals 

which allowed individual institutions the 

discretion to impose these reductions in 

career earnings where they saw fit. What 

followed can only be seen as a political 

success. The AUT managed to mount a 

joint campaign alongside NUS against the 

Variable Pay contained in the Employers’ 

offer and the Variable Fees proposed by the 

Government. The mood of AUT Council this 

year was radically altered from the past. 

Delegate after delegate hailed the 

emergence of the AUT as a proper 

campaigning trade union. At national and 

local level, links between the AUT and the 

NUS have never been stronger. A week of 

action saw staff and students united on the 

picket line at universities up and down the 

country and the solid backing from both 

staff and students for an assessment 

boycott forced the employers back to the 

negotiating table. 

Despite these undoubted gains, the AUT 

Council which met at the end of March was 

no plain sailing. The general membership of 

what had been one of the UK’s least radical 

trades unions was characterized by a new 

feeling of self confidence and militancy, but 

this new unity was fragile. Manoeuvres by   

f positi 
Dave Morgan takes an in depth look at AUT 

certain factions to reject the new deal and 

prolong the strike action indefinitely 

threatened all the gains that had been 

made. The deal that was offered to the 

AUT was far from perfect and very far from 

what had originally been demanded. It was 

an agreement which the employers would 

only recommend to its ‘old’ pre-1992 

institutions and there remained some 

degree of ambiguity as to its implementation. 

If the offer had been rejected, the unity of 

the AUT and NUS would have been 

shattered. Within the AUT itself it is 

doubtful that many members who 

supported the deal would have continued 

with the industrial action if it was rejected 

and the threat of totally unregulated local 

bargaining loomed. As it is, the AUT 

remains united with the students to 

continue the battle against tuition fees. 

The deal was accepted and Council 

strengthened the measures by voting that 

the AUT will automatically nationally 

support any dispute with a University that 

seeks to implement the new deal in any 

way other than the AUT preferred model. 

Having avoided the pit-falls of ultra-leftism, 

the AUT, Britain's fastest growing union, 

looks set for a radical, militant and 

successful future. ill 

 



educati 
class and 

FACE 
Getting a good education 

is a hard expensive battle for 

anyone, in these days of 

tuition fees and students loans. 

If you happen to be black, 

you may find it harder still... 

Harj Aujla explains why. 

  

Trends of inequalities within the education 

system have consistently affected different 

groups at different times throughout 

history. They persist but can be changed — 

female underachievement has now reversed 

and girls are actually out-performing boys 

in education. What has sustained is the 

failure of the working class and ethnic 

minorities (Indians and Chinese seem the 

exception to the rule); Bangladeshi, 

Pakistani and Afro-Caribbean boys are still 

underachieving. Research by the DfES last 

year showed differential ethnic 

achievement polarising wih age; showing 

that inequality is a process in education. 

Studies such as Murray and Hernnstein’s 

The Bell Curve (1994) asserted a relationship 

between genotype and education inequality. 

Their book implies black people's genetic 

inferiority, by arguing that intelligence is 

heritable and social factors discountable. 

The white, middle-class, male 10 

measurement system has allowed popular 

sociobiological bias to persist throughout 

the education system for too long by lending 

credence to entrenched stereotypical views. 

Government policy has focused on tackling 

‘institutional racism’ rather than removing 

inequalities in terms of race, class and 

gender that exist in society at large. The 

problems of institutional racism are usually 

equated to various aspects of schooling, 

such as interaction in the classroom and 

language barriers that reinforce the 

problems of minority students. The school 

curriculum is highly Eurocentric, from the 

promotion of European languages instead of 

Asian or Patois, dominance of Christianity 

in religious education to the blatantly 

offensive exposition of imperial history. This 

leads to a negative self-image and poor 

motivation in black pupils. 

Recent focus has shifted onto developing 

policies to deal with racism in the 

education system. It can only be hoped that 

these policies and guidelines will help to 

reduce of racial inequalities within the 

system; but it is important to note that 

there is an assumption here that the 

education system is itself responsible for 

the racial inequalities. The government's 

track record of anti-racism, despite its 

O 
supposedly tough stance on tackling 

institutionalised racism, leaves something 

to be desired. The White Paper on 

Immigration makes some of the most 

vicious attacks on any minority by any 

British government for generations. The 

Refugee Council has described it as making 

refugees the most excluded and deprived 

group of people in the country. Asylum- 

seekers and their children are likely to be 

moved with little or no warning, typically 

up to five times in their first few years in 

Britain. Since 1996, local authorities have 

been barred from offering them permanent 

homes. There can be no solution to 

educational inequality if the government 

continues to perpetuate divisions, 

deprivation and racial conflict in society. 

For the most part it has been teachers who 

have progressively tried to deal with the 

problems children have brought to school; 

many to do with racism, poverty or 

deprivation. This has always been a 

struggle; very often against government 

policy and school culture itself. Resources 

under the Tory government were scarce. 

There was an emphasis on reducing public 

spending on education by subjecting the 

sector to their market dominated policies. 

The Tory aim seemed to be to provide 

education to a privileged few by limiting 

opportunities for the majority of the 

population, ie. eradicating grants and 

introducing tuition fees. The introduction of 

school league-tables was not to attract all 

students, but a means for the schools to 

attract the more able! 

What is needed is school system, and a 

society, which is institutionally equal. Fully 

state-owned comprehensive systems, 

British withdrawal from GATS, stripping 

public schools of their charity status, and 

including serious anti-racist education in 

the curriculum, are some moves which 

would redress educational inequality. The 

case of institutional racism is often used by 

politicians as a get-out clause for dealing 

with the real issues that young black and 

Asian people face in education from day 

One. It is time to reiterate the demand: a 

decent education is not a privilege — it is a 

fundamental right. ll 

  —@  
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The recent introduction of variable tuition 

fees, or ‘top-up fees’, is a huge setback for 

education and has been much focussed on 

by politicians and the mass media alike. 

Yet it is only the latest in a long line of 

attacks on education carried out by the new 

Labour government. These have included 

statutory national testing from the age of 

seven, the creation of specialist schools and 

city academies, the involvement of business 

in primary and secondary education through 

Education Action Zones (now abandoned 

due to their inability to raise adequate funds 

for schools), and the introduction of tuition 

fees and abolition of the maintenance grant 

which preceded ‘top-up fees’. 

All of these attacks are driven by one 

agenda — to re-organise the education 

system according to free-market principles, 

as outlined in the General Agreement on 

Trade in Services (GATS). This agreement, 

negotiated on our behalf by the European 

Union through the structures of the World 

Trade Organisation, will outlaw what it 

describes as ‘barriers to trade’. A barrier to 

trade is any mechanism which favours any 

individual company, group of companies or 

sector of the economy over another. 

For example, measures which provide 

subsidies to state institutions which are 

unavailable to private institutions would 

become illegal, destroying any possibility of 

a state-funded national education system. 

GATS will cover all sectors of education 

including HE, FE, Adult Education, Secondary 

Education and Primary Education. While 

there are some exclusions written in to the 
 



Ll YCL General Secretary, Gawain 

agreement, these are ambiguous and by no 

means permanent. By signing this agreement, 

we will be undertaking to remove any state 

‘interference’ in education and to allow 

primary, secondary and all other educational 

institutions, whether run by private or 

public bodies, to compete on an ‘equal’ 

footing (presumably using standard national 

testing as a source of performance data to 

inform investors and ‘customers’). 

Already, private companies have been 

brought in to run schools and LEAs. It isn’t 

that long ago that Labour stood on a 

manifesto which explicitly stated that they 

would not introduce tuition fees. When the 

government abandoned that commitment 

and the fee was introduced, there was a 

promise not to bring in top-up fees — this 

has since been broken too. 

Following the announcement of the 

introduction of the tuition fee and abolition 

of the maintenance grant, applications to 

universities fell by 11% across the board. 

This figure was higher for mature students 

and for applicants from ethnic minorities. 

The average graduate now leaves 

university with a debt in the region of 

£12,000, forcing them into better paid jobs 

in the private sector and exasperating the 

recruitment crises in socially useful public 

sector jobs, such as teaching. 

Similarly, the involvement of private 

companies in the primary and secondary 

sectors has proved a massive, if less 

widely publicised, failure. In January 2003, 

the Audit Commission released a report 

COVER STORY 

    

Little, 

talks about new Labour's attacks on 

education and the communist response. 

which stated that schools built under PFI 

schemes were “significantly worse” in 

terms of space, heating, lighting and 

acoustics than traditionally funded 

primaries and secondaries. In December 

2002 every LEA was rated by the Office for 

Standards in Education. Of the authorities 

that had outsourced services, five were 

rated as poor, three unsatisfactory and just 

one as satisfactory. One fact is clear: 

private companies and free-market 

principles are not an effective way to run 

education as a public service. 

There is an alternative to this decline in the 

quality and accessibility of education. 

The YCL calls for a publicly funded, national 

education system from early years through 

the higher and further education system 

Contributions from business — a major 

benefactor of a high level of education 

across the country — should be encouraged 

Not through direct involvement but through 

an increase in corporation tax, which is 

currently set at lower levels that any other 

European country. This would ensure that 

companies which benefit from a well- 

educated workforce make a financial 

contribution while protecting the 

independence of educational institutions. 

However, education must seek to do far 

more than train the future workforce for the 

flexible job market. It must be an empowering 

tool, allowing people to realise their full 

potential across a broad spectrum of 

experiences, preparing them to participate 

fully in the democratic process and to take   
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control of their own lives. While this goal 

can only be completely realised under a 

socialist system, much of this programme 

can, and should, be provided in an advanced 

capitalist country such as Britain. 

In order to build a democratic and inclusive 

education system, the NUS, teaching unions, 

the Labour party and other organisations of the 

working class must unite around a programme 

which includes the following demands: 

%* Abolition of tuition fees, 

including top-up fees 

%* Reintroduction of the maintenance 

grant for full-time undergraduates 

* The extension of this support 

to full-time FE students 

* An end to standardised national 

testing in primary and secondary 

schools 

* The reintegration of specialist | 

schools fully into the state sector ! 

and a return to the principle of 

comprehensive education 

* Nationalisation of private and 

public schools and their assets 

* British withdrawal from 

GATS negotiations 

      

  

   
    
    

 



TRADE UNION 

industrial diary:     M A Y ee 

Ben Stevenson gives a round 

up of the latest TU news. 

Twenty summers ago, in the pit villages 

and small towns, the working class waged 

the greatest class battle in modern British 

history. The miners’ defeat has been used 

to perpetuate bourgeois lies — claiming this 

was the moment the organised working 

class ceased to be relevant. Twenty years 

on not only do we have to put up with the 

postmodernist arguments that the working 

class are dead and we are living in a new 

era of individualism; but the miners are still 

being defamed and the history of the strike 

sensationalised and sterilised. The lessons 

we should draw are clear — the ruling class 

is both willing and able to act in a unified 

manner, to suspend the liberal democracy 

which they purport to safeguard and to use 

the full force against ordinary workers 

whose only crimes was to defend their 

  

  

Unions 

have so far 

failed to 

instigate 

mechanisms 

to ensure 

young 

people's 

voices are 

heard 
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future. Some people use the strike to 

illustrate that capitalism is too strong for us 

to defeat. No. The real lesson to be drawn is 

that working class unity is vital and cannot 

be substituted. If the power workers had 

come out in support of the miners as well as 

the TUC and Labour Party leadership openly 

demonstrating more support then it's possible 

that the last twenty years of reactionary 

politics may not have happened. 

Speaking of reactionary politics, a glowing 

endorsement of Conservative economic 

policies (better known as the budget) 

delivered by Gordon Brown. Labour's much- 

heralded increase in public spending will 

end up in the bank balances of private 

sector fat cats, whilst their modernisation 

and cost cutting heralds more job losses. 

PCS and other public sector unions are now 

fighting to make sure that they don’t carry 

the can for a PR exercise, designed to 

pre-empt the Tory mania for cost cutting. 

For the youth (though not exclusively), work 

is an unpleasant phenomenon due to the 

rise of flexible hours, low wages, and 

insecure jobs with little prospects for the 

future and generally the rise in McJobs. 

The announcement of a basic minimum 

wage from the age of 16 is welcome, but 

we must still continue the fight for pay parity 

and for better conditions for young workers. 

The Youth TUC met in March this year and 

although it is 31 years since the first young 

members’ TUC there still a lot to be done. 

Action is needed to freshen and invigorate 

this body, as it’s been left up to individual 

unions and therefore not wholly representative 

of young workers. It is unable to submit 

motions/resolutions and representatives to 

the main TUC conference. It needs to be given 

teeth. Unions are full of complaints that young 

people aren't as involved as they should but 

they have so far failed to instigate mechanisms 

to ensure young people's voices are heard and 

that young people's needs are at the forefront 

of the Trade Union movement's thinking. 

The TUC is currently conducting a full review 

of its services and structures by inviting 

unions to give their opinions in writing. 

Most of the big unions have been very vocal 

in their criticisms; centring on the belief 

that Congress House is wedded to the 

partnership in power idea and has not 

represented the left shift which has rejected 

this, and more generally that Congress 

House is too pally with the government — 

needing to speak up on the realities of 

workers issues. The TUC’s Special 

conference in the summer as well as the 

April General Council meeting will be 

reviewing comments sent in by unions. 

The fight to reclaim the labour party is 

furthered by unions, which are more active 

in put Labour back into their party. An 

initiative to open up support for Labour to 

non-party trade unionists and civil society 

activists, using the historic name of Labour 

Representation Committees, is under way. 

Whilst in the Union themselves the left 

march continues with significant shifts in 

the composition of the General Executive 

Council of the T&G and the Amicus Executive. 

With the ‘Super Thursday’ elections, it is 

important to remember that the fascist 

challenge is very real, particularly in the 

conurbations of the North and the Midlands. 

Whilst the European elections are largely 

irrelevant, the local elections are taking place 

in all areas in the country with the very real 

possibility of returning fascist councillors. 

Trade Unionists and anti-racist organisations 

will be involved in ‘Unite Against Fascism’ 

to fight against the fascist menace. Il 

  

 



  

    

Back to Basics — Part 4: Surplus Value Production 

    

This second section of a two-part article on production 

discusses the economics of surplus value. 

In the last issue of challenge, we discussed 

the value of a commodity and found that 

this came in two forms — use-value and 

exchange-value — and that they were 

derived from the labour required to produce 

the commodity, use-value from specific 

labour and exchange-value from abstract 

social labour. But under the capitalist 

system, labour itself (or more accurately 

labour-power, the capacity to labour) is sold 

as a commodity. So what is the value of 

labour? This was the stumbling block of 

classical political economy and it was Karl 

Marx who first solved the problem. 

The first important distinction to be made 

when answering this question is between 

labour and labour-power. When a worker 

enters into an economic relationship with a 

capitalist, it is not his labour which is sold 

directly. If this were the case, the value of 

a days labour would be equivalent to a 

days labour and we have’ proved nothing. 

Moreover the capitalist, in paying the price 

of a day's labour for a day's labour, makes 

no profit. It was argued, therefore, that the 

Capitalist must pay less than the value of 

labour to the worker for his labour. But, by 

the laws of supply and demand, this would 

only be possible if there were constantly 

more workers than jobs, which is not 

always the case. 

In reality, what is sold by the worker to the 

capitalist is not labour but labour-power — 

the worker's capacity to labour. Thus, the 

capitalist pays for a day's labour-power 

and, for that day, the worker (at least in 

terms of his labour) becomes the property 

of the capitalist who can decide how much 

work is carried out and under what 

conditions (subject to the reasonable limits 

of human endurance). 

So what is the value of a day's labour-power? 

Along with other commodities, the value of 

labour-power can be reduced to the amount 

of labour required to produce it, or in this case 

to produce (and reproduce) the labourer — 

food, shelter, clothing, etc. There came a 

time in human history when due to the use 

of tools, etc. A person could produce through 

their own labour more than the amount 

required to survive. Under capitalism, this 

surplus is expropriated by the capitalist and 

provides the source of profit. 

For example, suppose a worker produces (in 

one six-hour day) £60 worth of commodities 

and consumes, on average, £30 worth of 

commodities. This £30, required to sustain 

and reproduce the worker, is advanced by 

the capitalist in the form of wages. In return 

for the value of one day's labour-power, 

the capitalist receives the product of one 

day's labour. But this product is £60 worth 

of commodities. So, for the first three hours 

the worker is effectively working for his 

own sustenance and produces £30 worth of 

commodities. He has now produced the 

equivalent of his wages and we may well 

think that he has honoured his part of the 

bargain. “But wait!” says the capitalist, 

“| have paid you for a day's labour and that 

day is not yet finished.” So the worker is 

required to work for another three hours, 

during which he produces another £30 

worth of commodities. This labour is 

referred to as surplus-labour and the value 

it creates as surplus-value. It is this 

surplus-value which provides profit for the 

capitalist, rent for the landlord and interest 

for the banks. It is through the appropriation 

of this surplus-value that the capitalist class 

lives off the work of the mass of exploited 

people like some vast over-fed parasite. ill 
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Paul Levy looks back at the 

Ss 

Victor 
In 1945, the Vietminh led the General 

Insurrection against the Japanese occupiers 

and declared the establishment of the 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam with Ho 

Chi Minh as president. The first democratic 

republic on Vietnamese soil was born. 

DIEN BIEN PHU 

50 YEARS ON 

ruggle and ultimate 

victory of the Vietnamese 

people against French 

imperialism. 

It stands out as one of the most significant 

battles of the 20" Century. And yet the 50" 

anniversary of the end of the Battle of Dien 

Bien Phu, on 7 May this year, will receive 

barely a mention in the capitalist press. 

Vietnam was invaded by France in the 19" 

Century, and was part of the French empire 

until the outbreak of the Second World War 

in 1939. When France itself was occupied 

by Nazi Germany, axis ally Japan took 

control of Vietnam alongside the French 

authorities (now controlled by the Nazi- 

puppet Vichy regime). The communists, 

led by Ho Chi Minh, took the initiative in 

forming the broad resistance front known 

as the Vietminh. , 

The republic was threatened by a renewed 

French imperialism, intent on re-establishing 

control of its former colonies in Indochina 

(Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia). In October 

1945, the French army began an offensive, 

driving the Vietminh north. Negotiations 

held in France proved to be worthless 

because of the French determination to 

annexe the country. In November of 1946, 

Fi warships bombarded the northern  



port of Haiphong, killing thousands of civilians. 

The period of armed struggle against 

France — the ‘first resistance’ — had begun. 

In 1953, the French high command hatched 

a plan that they thought would destroy the 

Vietminh once and for all: The village of 

Dien Bien Phu, near the border with Laos in 

the north of Vietnam, was chosen as a site 

for a heavily fortified base and airstrip. 

The idea of the plan, called Operation Castor, 

was to cut off supply lines and to draw the 

Vietminh into open warfare. The rising star 

of the French army, General Christian de 

Castries, was put in charge of the operation. 

Dien Bien Phu was rapidly fortified and 

thousands of French soldiers were 

parachuted in. A series of strongholds was 

constructed nearby to defend the base. 

The French intention, to use its massively 

superior air power to fly in units, supplies 

and ammunition, seemed to be working. 

By March 1954, there were about 16,000 

French soldiers at Dien Bien Phu and 49 

supporting strongholds. 

The commander of the Vietminh was General 

Vo Nguyen Giap, whose logistical and tactical 

skills were to prove crucial to the outcome 

of the battle. An early all-out assault by the 

Vietminh incurred heavy casualties. So 

General Giap decided on a change of strategy, 

and resolved to gradually constrict and 

overwhelm the French positions in a policy of 

‘steady attack, steady advance’. A huge system 

of trenches, literally dug out of the ground 

with bare hands, put the Vietminh within 

striking distance of the French positions. 

The battle took a decisive turn on 13 March, 

when the Vietminh launched a fierce attack 

on the Him Lam stronghold. The French troops 

were amazed to find artillery fire raining down 

on them from the nearby hilltops. General 

Giap’s men had succeeded in the apparently 

impossible task of dragging heavy artillery 

pieces up the steep, overgrown slopes. 

The ferocity of the Vietnamese onslaught 

was more than the French could deal with. 

The commander at the stronghold, Colonel 

Keller, had a nervous breakdown and was 

relieved of his post. General Piroth, the 

French artillery commander, declared 

himself ‘utterly disgraced’, and went down 

to his bunker and shot himself. 

By 10.30pm the Him Lam fort was completely 

destroyed, and 200 French troops were 

captured. Psychologically, it was an immense 

blow, puncturing the arrogant, imperialist 

French assumptions of superiority. 

General Giap’s tactics were proved to be 

completely accurate. The Vietminh 

proceeded systematically to destroy the 

system of strongholds, and captured the 

base itself within two months. On 7 May, 

the Vietnamese troops triumphantly raised 

the flag of victory over Dien Bien Phu and 

took 10,000 French troops captive. 

The heavy losses incurred angered a war- 

weary French public and added strength to calls 

from French communists and progressives 

for troops to be brought home. The French 

government was forced to the negotiating 

table, and by the end of June had 

withdrawn from South-East Asia altogether. 

Shock waves from the battle reverberated 

around the world. The people of a small 

third-world country had overcome immense 

hardships and a colossal superiority in 

military technology to defeat one of the most 

powerful imperialist states. The inspiration 

that the Vietminh’s victory gave to liberation 

movements in the rest of the French empire 

was best demonstrated by the Algiers 

uprising only six months later. One by one 

France was forced to cede independence to 

its colonial possessions, and by 1960 the 

empire had all but disappeared. 

Of course this wasn’t the end of the 

Vietnamese struggle for independence. 

Under the UN peace agreement, Vietnam 

was partitioned along the 17” Parallel. 

The Vietminh took control of the northern 

part of the country with Ho Chi Minh as 

president. National elections to reunify the 

country were promised within two years, 

but never delivered, as a new US-friendly 

government seized power in the south. 

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev warned an 

American official in 1963 that any attempt 

to interyene in Vietnam would ultimately 

lead the Americans to the same fate as 

France. The warning wasn’t heeded. The 

years after Dien Bien Phu saw greater and 

greater American: involvement in the region, 

leading to the ‘second resistance’ — the 

war of liberation against the United States. 

General Giap, who had so brilliantly led the 

attack on Dien Bien Phu, later took command 

in key battles with the US, most notably 

the Tet Offensive of 1968. However, it was 

not until 1975 that Vietnam finally gained 

its full independence. 

Today, Vietnam is a vibrant socialist country 

which is growing in prosperity and 

confidence. The economy is a careful 

mixture of state ownership, workers’ 

The people 

of a small 

third-world 
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hardships 
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imperialist 

states 
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cooperatives and tightly controlled foreign 

investment. Last year, Vietnam's Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) grew by over 7%, 

and more than one and a half million new 

jobs were created. Illiteracy has been 

virtually eradicated, despite Vietnam’s poorly 

developed infrastructure. For general health 

indicators, Vietnam is ranked far above 

countries with a comparable level of economic 

development. Infant mortality rate, for 

example, is less than for neighbouring 

Thailand, a much richer country than Vietnam. 

Projects for the prevention of diseases such 

as tuberculosis have been consistently 

praised by international health organisations. 

All of these achievements are especially 

remarkable when one considers the legacy 

of colonial occupation and brutal imperialist 

war unleashed against the country. 

Given the remarkably rapid progress of 

Vietnamese socialism, it is not surprising 

that the Vietnamese people look to the 

future with optimism. 

The Vietnam of today would not have been 

possible without the huge sacrifices made 

by the heroes of Dien Bien Phu. This year's 

celebrations will also remember the soldiers 

who gave their lives for a better future. To 

quote Huy Can's The Ballad of Dien Bien Phu. 

The soldiers of Dien Bien Phu, 

my comrades, 

Wish you forever be in this life. 

So that thousands of centuries, 

Will listen to your words. 

 



  

book at bedtime 
What is fo be done? 1902 — 2004 

In a special guest piece to mark the return of this regular feature, 

Graham Stevenson introduces Lenin’s What is to be Done? 

At first, Lenin's What is to be Done? seems 

to be very fixed in the time and place it was 

written. He wrote it in 1902 as a proposal 

for the next steps needed to be taken by 

the fragmented trends of progressive 

opinion in Tsarist Russia. Lenin set out 

some clear principles, along the way 

sketching out how a successful strategy for 

achieving power could be developed. 

The kinds of civil liberties we take for 

granted in modern Britain (weak though 

they are!) were non-existent in Russia then. 

Underground revolutionary forces were 

grappling with how to relate to the new 

trade union movement. Lenin also saw the 

  

  

The 

relevance 

of Lenin's 

thinking is 

increasingly 

plain. 

Sas 

socialist movement as having been 

corrupted by those who would “transform 

the nascent [coming into being] labour 

movement into an appendage of the 

liberals". Lenin did not dismiss trade union 

struggles, but sought to direct them into 

conscious class struggle. 

Lenin is against the idea that spontaneous 

strike waves can be a basis for revolution; 

you can't rely on this as a means for making 

fundamental political change. Equally, 

those who supposedly follow Marxism, but 

who in practice fail to act in a revolutionary 

way (by saying that you have to follow 

every instinct of the workers) have it wrong. 

A revolutionary party must act to educate 

and organise for revolution not reform. 

Spontaneous movements of workers are not 

revolutionary in character, moreover they 

minimise the possibilities by their form. 

In contrast, Lenin argues “no revolutionary 

movement can be durable without a stable 

organization of leaders which preserves 

continuity”. Only by the creation of a 

revolutionary Party can this mess be resolved. 

The Party can transform workers into 

worker-intellectuals. Socialist theory explains 

to workers their position and therefore it is 

attractive to them but it cannot 

spontaneously emerge from their minds. 

Without theory, the workers inevitably slide 

into trying to improve their conditions within 

capitalism. This kind of consciousness comes 

out of the workers’ crude, rough-and-ready 

experience of the wages system. Since 

Marxism seeks to abolish the wages system, 

it's wrong to base strategy on bettering it. 

Broad work is also vital for Lenin, political 

agitation must be “unified throughout Russia, 

illuminating all sides of life and directed to 

the broadest masses”. There is a need for 

political organisation to channel the 

grievances of the dissatisfied masses. Trade 

union consciousness can all too often be 

parochial, not only in a sectional sense, but 

also can lack a wider national perspective. 

Lenin sought to “shift slightly the centre of 

gravity to all-Russian work", especially by 

launching a national revolutionary newspaper. 

There will be no transformation into a 

socialist society without a revolutionary party 

“to guarantee the energy, stability, and 

continuity of the political struggle”. Achieving 

a revolutionary transformation of society 

requires a conscious and clear body of 

revolutionaries who understands the character 

of society they live in and seek to change, 

and can guide isolated grievances into a 

coherent revolutionary struggle. Hence 

revolutionaries need to be always prepared. 

The tactics proposed in What is to be 

Done? formed the basis for transmitting 

Bolshevik strategy in 1917. The building of 

alliances with peasant and anarchist groups, 

the proposal of immediate and unifying 

broad policies (Bread, Peace, Land) and the 

construction of large, responsive mass 

organisations (the soviets) are all in evidence 

here. But the key was to gain understanding 

that there can be no revolutionary movement 

without revolutionary theory and that trade 

union consciousness needs to be developed 

into a revolutionary consciousness in order 

to achieve socialism. 

The relevance of Lenin’s thinking, both in 

the general body of his work, and in this 

text is increasingly plain. The building of a 

stronger Communist Party and Young 

Communist League is critical to revolution 

in this country. From 1902 to 2004, an 

organic link between Lenin's ideas and the 

British Road to Socialism is evident, if only 

you are to look for it. ill 
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YOUNG 
T h Y c : t L ° COMMUNIST e Young Communist League is... LEAGUE 
G ...The youth wing of the Communist Party experience of socialist countries since 1917. In the context of this 

It aims to build support among young people for the Communist struggle it seeks to defend and strengthen public services, the The League 
Party's programme, Britain's Road to Socialism and to increase welfare state and the NHS. It believes that everyone has the right . is wo ; . ee : aims not young people's involvement in politics. The Young Communist to free and inclusive secular education including nursery care, 

League is organisationally autonomous and decides its own schools, universities, community colleges and adult education to mend 
activities and priorities. centres. The struggle for socialism must go hand in hand with the _-.- : a capitalism, struggle to protect the natural environment, which is being wilfully 
G ...Democratic 

Policies are formulated by a Congress which must be held at least 

oncé every two years, and are carried out by an elected Executive 

Committee. The League also fights to defend and strengthen 

democratic rights. It rejects unfair discrimination on the basis of 

race, sex, age, sexuality or religious or other belief. It calls for the 

abolition of the monarchy and the House of Lords and regards the 

European Union as an undemocratic and reactionary institution 

which serves the interests of big business rather than those of 

Europe's working people. 

@...Centralised 
Democratically taken decisions are binding across the organisation, 

although local branches decide how best to implement them in 

their own areas. 

G ...Part of a mass movement 

It never puts its own interests as an organisation above those of 

the movement as a whole and it seeks to build the widest possible 

coalition behind progressive policies. The Morning Star, Britain's 

only socialist daily newspaper, plays a vital role in strengthening 

the left and the League works actively to support the paper and 

raise its circulation. The League also recognises the importance of 

trade unions as the broadest mass organisations of the working 

Class and fights all anti-trade union laws. 

G-...Communist 

It works to abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society 

based on common ownership and democratic control, drawing on 

the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin and others as well as on the 

damaged by corporations and capitalist governments in their drive 

for short-term profit. 

G ...Internationalist ” 
It is a member organisation of the World Federation of Democratic 

Youth, which represents millions of progressive young people in 

around 100 countries. It campaigns in solidarity with sister 

Young Communist organisations around the World and defends 

existing socialist countries. It backs the right to self determination 

and opposes any attempt by imperialist states such as Britain, 

the US and the European Union to impose their will on the peoples 

of the world or to exploit or to exploit the world’s resources for 

capitalist profit. It calls for unilateral, immediate and unconditional 

nuclear disarmament. 

G@ ...Revolutionary 
It aims not to mend capitalism, but to end it. This does not mean 

that the League calls for an armed uprising in modern Britain, 

although we defend the right of the oppressed to take up arms for 

their liberation. It means realising that only a fundamental shift in 

power from the capitalists to the working people can guarantee 

democratic rights and social progress. Socialist revolution in Britain 

can and should be achieved by peaceful means, through a 

combination of elections with mass work outside parliament. 

The League publicises its activities, its theory and its revolutionary 

perspective on the day to day struggle through its magazine 

Challenge, which also provides a channel for debate within the 

organisation and the wider movement. 
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If you would like more information about the Young Communist 
League, or would like to order a subscription to Challenge, 
simply fill out the form below and send it to: 

Young Communist League, 94 Camden Road, London NW1 9EA 

A Challenge subscription is £3.50 for one year (four issues). Cheques should be made payable to Young Communist League.
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